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DISCOURSE    L 

The  Birth  and  Growth  of  Faith. 


Rom.  i.  17. 

therein  is  the  right eoufnefs  of  God  reveaM  from 
faith  to  faith. 

TH  £  light  of  the  natural  day  is  (b  cMxlered 
by  Providence  as  not  to  fall  oh  the  eye,  all 
at  once,  in  its  full  luftr^;  but  rifes  and  ien^ 
creafes  by  infenfible  degrees,  left  ttiat  organ  of  light 
(hould  either  be  forced  to  (hut  itfelf  up  in  v(^nmry 
darknefs,  or  be  expofed  to  the  danger  of  bfing  its 
power  of  vifion.  In  like  manner,  he  who  isiiiled 
the  Eafi^  the  Lights  and  Ri^bteoujnefs^  breaks  not 
forth  on  us,  at  firft  in  all  his  brightnefs,  but  difbor 
vers  himfelf,  here  a  Uttle^  and  there  a  little^  and  (b 
ftrineth  more  and  more  unto  the  ferfeS  day  of  that 
evangelical  knowledge  which  lays  open  too  deep 
and  too  glorious  a  myftery  of  wifiiom,  poWer,  and 
love,  to  be  endured  by  the  human  mind,  were  it  nc^ 
gradually  difpenfed.  Reafon,  wedc  reafon,  muft 
have  fled  from,  or  besen  loft  in,  a  li^t  fo  over-pow^ 
ering,  had  it  burft  at  the  firft  moment  in  its  full 
noon  of  brightne&,  on  that  natxuraDy  benighted  and 
enfeebled  faculty.  Prom  the  beginning  ther^re  it 
VouIV.  B  did 
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xlid  but  4awA  o»  the  world  through  an  obfcure,  but 
confolatory  prophecy ;  (hone  fomewhat  more  clearly 
through  the  promife  made  to  Abraham ;  emitted  a 
ftill  more  diftinguiftiable  and  fteady  ray  through  the 
typical  mi:iturions^;and  vicarious  facrificcs  of  the 
Mofaical  law  ;  became  more  charafteriftical  in  the 
prophecies  of  David,  Ifaiah,  and  others ;  '  marked 
out^h^  f^rijp  of  itpiowa-  njeridian  in  thofe  of  Daniel ; 
grew  more'  difflifive,  in  the  repeated  captivities  of 
the  Jews ;  and  being  preceded  by  its  morning  fiar 
'%  had  its  day-fpring  in  the  birth,  and  arofe 
to  its  full  height  in  the  miracles,  preachings,  fufter- 
ings,  and  refurredtion  of  Chrift/  Even  in  this  fuUeft 
difplay  of  itfelf,  a  fmgular  firaplicity  and  plainnefs 
of  drefs,  allaying  its  heat,  and  veiling  its  brightnefs, 
pir^iiei'  \X  t<x  the  mind  through  a  Chili  Iky,  fo  tem- 
pered as  neither  to  fcorch  nor  glare. 

Thus  was  the  gofpel  introduced  ;  and  thus  in  that 
gofpel,  was  the  rigbteoufnefs  of  God  revealed  in 
iC/rr^)  sihereby  ijot  only  the.  retftitude,  but  the 
imeroy.  alfo, '  of  his  dealings  vvuh  men,  is  fully 
iuftifiad  to.  itis^-  and  wc  to  hiui.  Hti^  we  fee,  how 
fifprtitbe.loMicftijdfegree  gf  faith,  excited  by  the  lead 
ftranrigiighijiohpniQfis,  a  yet  higher  -and  ftronger 
ifi  producol^  i^tfat  tights  advamce  ia  number  and 

- ,' .  PajflHrf  tQ  thie  pmgrefs  of.  faith  among,  mankind 
ia^gfcn£ral,.iB.anoditr,  made  in  the  bceaft  of  every 
ondbridual  .Ghriftian^  who  firft  believes  in  the  gofpel 
biftoty, '.^hedpe?  in.. any  other,  on  the  ftrengih  of 
(tfafi[teAiinQny.afSDirdkd%'i(s  witndfes  ;  then  reiigning 
4is  heart' t9  tlntirwliiGb  bis  judgment  bod  pconouor 
jced:fa^t»ue»Larid:  fo/mpletc  at  tfce  feme  time  with 
God's  ,rnftni^  ^^oodn^fe  to  him,  he  foon  finds  his  ra- 
tioicphtw^humah^  improved  intadivine  faith  by  the 
4lam(mltr4dioti  i^wtht  SpitiL  He,  like  the  church  of 
iS^'  isitsrained:fay.;d»aineKar  lisht^-,  to  bear  the  more 
\i9id:^  ladd  as  the  eye  of  his  mind  is  modre  and  more 
- -?  '  \  fami- 
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familiarifed  to  the  lights  that  li^t  pours  on  him  in 
a  ftronger  beam,  and  opens  to  his  view  the  income 
prehenfible  wonders  of  that  ori^nal  righteoufnefs, 
which  interpofing  between  the  divine  and  human  na- 
uire,  juftifics  God  to  the  reaibn  of  man,  and  man 
to  the  mercy  of  God. 

If  the  faith  of  a  Chriftian  can  be  vindicated  as  ra- 
tional, and  well  founded  in  the  firft  ftep  of  its  pro- 
greis,  and,  in  the  fecond,  as  produdive  of  real 
goodnefe  and  folid  happinefs,  wherever  it  takes 
place;  I  hope,  it  will  be  amply  vindicated  at  the 
fiune  time  againft  the  cavils  of  thofe  infidels,  who, 
td  run  down  Chriftian  faith,  treat  feith  in  general  as 
a  weak  credulity,  vilify  both  as  not  founded  on  ar- 
gument, and  endeavour  to  reprefent  the  former  as 
rather  a  vice,  if  not  fopported  by  evidncc ;  at  leaft 
as  no  virtue,  if  countenanced  by  that  which  is  fuffi- 
cient. 

This  good  defign,  ibgether  with  another,  oamely, 
to  make  fiuth  Ibmewhat  more  intelligible,  than  it  is 
at  prefent,  amcmg  the  profeiibrs  of  Chriftianity,  will 
be  attempted  in  a  fiKM-t  frries  of  difcourles  on  that 
fubjed,  which  I  intend,  with  God's  permiflfion,  to 
deliver  from  this  place.  Whether  the  one  or  the 
other  of  t)iefedeiigns  is  <if  the  greater  cotifequence 
to  truth,  will  not  be  icnown^  till  it  is  determined, 
which  of  the  two,  our  (cnfelefs  controverfies  about 
faith,  or  the  artful  attacks  made  on  it  by  our  com^ 
mon  adver(aries,  have  been  the  more  fruitful  fource 
<^  confufion. 

Faith,  as  an  inlet  to,  or  a  branch  of  knowledge, 
18  wdi  cnoiM^  defined,  and  difUnguiflied  from  the 
other  iidets  and  branches,  1^  logicians.  But  to  this 
definition  axid  diftindion,  our  controvertifts  on  the 
fub^eft  of  fisuth  feem  to  pay  little  or  no  regard.  Yet 
till  knowledge,  in  its  feveral  branches,  and  in  this 
particularly,  is  caicfuUy  analyfed,  and  dofely  confi- 
dered^  there  will  be  no  end  of  miftakes*    That  we 

B  2  may 


4  The  Birth  and  Growth  of  Faith, 

may  not  therefore  continue  to  talk  at  random  on  a 
fubject  of  fuch  infinite  moment^ 

Let  us  firft  briefly  delineate  thefe  branches,  as 
diflind  from  one  another,  that  we  may  fee  their 
mutual  connections,  and  find  out  the  comparative 
dependence  which  we  may  fafely  have  on  each. 

After  this,  let  us  lay  down  fuch  rules  for  r»ula- 
ting  our  belief  in  all  cafes,  as  may  diftinguim,  in 
the  cleareft  manner,  the  credible  from  the  contrsury 
reports. 

The  ufe,  nay  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  doing  both 
will  evidently  appear  by  applying  that  delineation^ 
and  thefe  rules,  to  Chriflian  faith  in  particular. 

In  the  firfl  place  then,  there  are  certain  luminous 
truths,  which  we  either  receive  through  our  fenfes, 
or  more  inwardly  feel  the  force  of,  by  immediate 
contaft,  as  it  were,  with  the  very  faculties  of  our 
minds.  Thefe  truths  of  both  forts,  which  I  call, 
primary,  carry  their  own  evidence  with  them,  and 
produce  full  conviftion,  without  the  help  of  borrow- 
ed lights  or  proofs.  At  the  fame  time  that  they  dif-* 
cover  themfelves  to  all  capacities  by  their  own  native 
luftre,  they  alfo  enlighten  and  prove  fuch  other 
points,  not  evident  in  themfelves,  as  are  naturally 
conneded  with  them,  and  can  be  brought  by  the 
mind  within  the  influence  of  their  light.  To  give 
an  inftance  of  each;  one  thing  I kwnv^  faith  he  in 
the  gofpel,  whom  Chrift  cured  of  his  blindnefs,  that 
whereas  I  was  blind^  now  I  fee.  God  bearetb  not 
Jinnersj  (the  vileft  impoftors  he  means)  fo  as  to  work 
miracles  at  their  requefl:. 

This  kind  of  knowledge,  by  an  expreffion  takeii 
from  a  particular  fenfation  applied  to  all  oitr  imme- 
diate perceptions  of  truth,  whether  external  or  in- 
ternal, is  called  intuitive ;  is  in  its  outward  and  pro- 
per fenfe  enjoyed  by  man  in  common  with  the  whole 
animal  creation ;  and,  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe,  but 

reftiained 
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reftrained  to  perceptions  of  pure  intelleft  only,.afcri- 
bed  to  the  Deity  htmfelf. 

Clear  and  intuitive  however  as  is  our  perception 
of  thcfe  truths,  we  neverthelefs  find  by  experience, 
that  our  fenfes  fometimes  deceive  us,  either  through 
a  defeat  in  themfelves,  or  an  obfcurity  and  confufion 
in  the  objects  prefented,  or  a  too  flight  attention  of 
the  mind.  Nay,  we  (bmetimes  through  a  wrong 
education,  or  through  a  biafs  received  from  thoe 
we  have  long  converfed  with,  and  much  venerated, 
habitually  attach  ourfelves  to  that,  as  a  firft  princi- 
ple, and  as  felf-evident,  which  is  really  falfe.  Thus 
it  is  that  imperfection  and  error  are  found  in  the 
very  fountain  of  all  our  knowledge,  and  fpringing 
from  thence,  are  apt  more  or  lefs  to  tindture  the 
ftream.  But  this,  which  rarely  happens,  and  may 
in  mdt  cafes,  be  eafily  avoided,  or  rectified,  hinders 
not  the  evidence,  (I  mean  the  felf-evidencc)  menti- 
oned, from  fumifhing  the  foundation  of  all  our  other 
knowledge. 

On  the  certainty  of  this  evidence,  and  by  the 
fight  of  thefe  primary  truths,  reafon  is  able  to  work 
out  a  proof  of  other  truths,  neitlier  clear  in  them- 
felves,  nor  evidenced  by  lights  of  their  own,  but 
traofpaient  neverthelefs  to  the  light  of  firft  princi- 
ples. When  thefe,  which  I  call  fecondary  truths, 
are  once  proved,  and  received  as  fuch  by  the  under* 
(landing,  they  ferve  again  as  axioms  for  the  efla- 
Ui(hment  of  new  ones,  and  fo  on.  Kindled  at  the 
firft,  they  now  emit  a  light,  in  efFedt,  their  own, 
applicable  to  fubfequent  obfcurities,  in  a  chain,  con- 
lifting  fometimes  of  many  links ;  for  example,  the 
man  juft  mentioned,  to  whom  our  Saviour  had  given 
fight,  having  a  clear  coovidtion  of  the  happy  change 
in  htmfelf,  and  of  this  truth  alio,  that  God  heareth 
not  finners,  concludes  from  thence,  in  his  difputati- 
on  with  the  Jews,  that  Chrift  was  no  deceiver,  but 
a  good  man,  and  fent  from  God.    it  is  chieily,  if 

not 
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not  wholly,  in  this  fecond  ftep  of  knowledge  that 
our  reafoning  faculty  is  concerned,  and  (hews  itfelf 
more  or  lefs  powerful,  according  to  its  different  de- 
gree of  natural  or  acquired  ability  in  different  men. 
In  this  exertion  of  the  rational  faculty,  the  mind  ex- 
tends its  perception  of  truth  beyond  the  verge  of  its 
fenfes,  and  even  internal  apprehenfions  of  firft  prin- 
ciples, fo  as  to  fee  or  know,  at  a  diftance  from  it- 
felf. 

Here  alfo  we  are  ftill  more  apt  to  be  deceived,  not 
only  as  taking  that  for  an  unqueftionable  and  fclf*- 
evident  truth,  which  in  reality  is  falfe,  and  conclu- 
ding from  it  as  certain ;  but  likewife  as  reafoning 
wrong  from  right  principles,  through  fome  imper- 
fection in,  or  a  bad  ufe  of,  the  reafoning  feculty  it- 
felf. It  is  true,  our  reafoning  faculty  is  as  much  the 
work  of  God,  and  perhaps  as  perfect  in  iffelf,  as 
our  fenfes,  and  other  powers  of  perceiving  felf-evi- 
dent  principles ;  but  in  regard  to  the  exercife  of  this 
faculty,  we  are  more  voluntary,  I  dare  not  fay,  free, 
than  in  that  of  the  fenfes  and  perceptions  mention- 
ed; and  therefore,  here  is  more -room  for  error,  as 
here  is  a  greater  concurrence  of  our  own.  Yet  this 
is  the  very  faculty  or  power,  which  extends  our 
knowledge  beyond  that  of  brutes,  enables  us  to  fub- 
due  them,  and  appropriate  all  their  powers  to  our 
own  ufe.  It  is  alfo  this  faculty  which  gives  birth  to 
all  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  renders  us  capable  of 
religion. 

But  that  the  human  mind  may  not  be  confined  to 
thefe  two  inlets  of  knowledge,  which  would  circum- 
fcribe  our  underftanding,  and  with  it  our  fphere  of 
adion,  within  very  narrow  limits,  there  is  a  much 
larger  field  opened  to  us  by  a  third  way,  which,  paf- 
fing  through  the  primary  and  fecondary  truths,  puts 
us  into  the  hands  of  faith,  founded  on  report,  in 
order  to  informations  of  the  laft  confequence  to  us^ 
whereof  our  fenfes,  our  reafon,  and  our  own  experi- 
ence. 
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cnce^  could  never  have  given  us  any  intdlig^ice^ 
iiHich  lefs  any  certainty.  The  notices  of  this  4hiir4 
clafe  being  in  their  own  nature  wholly  daik  am} 
opake  to  tho(e  who  can  be  made  acquainted  with 
them  only  by  report,  are  ilhiminated  and  brought 
into  view  by  the  light  thrown  on  that  report  from 
&lf-evident  truths,  and  feund  arguments.  • 

Faith  now,  or  belief,  is  an  aflent  of  the  rational 
mind  to  /bme  report,  wlietlier  affirmative  or  nega- 
tive, on  the  admitted  credit  of  him  or  thena  who 
make  it.  On  this  all  commerce,  all  trials  at  laWf 
and  therefore  all  government,  or  fociety  is  founded. 
By  this  we  have  the  ufe  of  fenfation  at  the  moft  dif- 
tant  parts  of  the  world,  though  we  ftir  not  from 
home.  Nay,  iince  the  invention  of  writings  by  this 
we  may  fee  what  the  reft  of  mankind  hear,  lafte, 
feel,  or  fmell,  over  the  whole  earth,,  and  ib  ^oiiia 
as  it  were  all  eye.  By  this  >¥e  raif^s  the  dead  ^aio^ 
and  recall  to  our  view  the  tr^ia^ons  of  pa)(t  ages. 
By  this  we  may  «ven  commienOe  propliets,  and  fere* 
know  all  the  events  of  conftder^ble  confequ^ice  that 
(hall  happen  to  ii%  from  the  prefent  hour,,  to  all 
eternity.  An  tnftance  mdy  make  nae  more  intelligi- 
ble. The  man  born  blinds  and  reftored  to  his  fig}>t 
by  our  Saviour,  having  from  a  full  conviction  of  tlie 
fadl,  and  the  infinite  truth,  and  goodnefs  of  God, 
proved  to  himfelf,  that  Cbrift  csme  from  God,  gpes 
on  by  bodi,  by  all  the  credit  he  had  with  his  neigh- 
bours, as  a  man  of  veracity,  by  the  concurring  tef* 
timony  of  his  parents,  and  all  who  had  known  him 
from  his  infancy,  and  by  the  rea((Miing|s  that  had  fa- 
tisfied  bimfelfy  not  only  to  report  the  miracle  every 
where,  but  by  that  means  alfo  to  confirm  the  faith 
of  fome,  and  to  bring  over  otliers  ^ho  were  yet  un* 
befavera 

But  in  this  third  ftep  of  our  progreis  towards 
knowledge  by  faith  or  belief,  there  is  more  room  for 
error  and  impofition,  than  in  both  the  formen    The 

reporters 
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reporters  may  be  deceived  themfelves,  or  wilfully 
mean  to  deceive  others ;  and  either  to  believe 
or  disbelieve,  may  be  attended  with  great  and 
equal  confequences,  whether  beneficial  or  mifi:hie- 
vous. 

To  prevent  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  the  danger  of  ei- 
ther, we  ought  when  the  matter  reported  concerns 
us,  in  any  refpedt  or  degree,  to  examine  with  pro- 
portionable attention,  and  by  all  the  lights  afforded 
us  in  primary  and  fecondary  principles,  whether  it 
is  poifible  or  probable  in  itfelf  •,  what  were  the  means 
of  knowledge,  both  as  to  capacity  and  opportunity, 
in  the  reporter ;  whether  he  is  to  our  own  know- 
ledge, or  fo  vouched  by  others,  in  whom  we  may 
fafely  confide,  a  perfon  of  tried  integrity ;  whether 
he  apparently  hath,  or  poffibly  may  have,  an  intereft 
in  our  belief  of  his  report ;  whether  he  is  able  and 
willing  to  lay  down  a  pledge  of  value  proportiona- 
ble to  the  rifque  we  may  run  at  all  events  in  credi- 
ting what  he  fays ;  whether  others  with  equal  figns 
of  knowledge,  and  veracity,  and  under  the  fandtion 
of  an  equal  pledge,  report  the  contrary ;  and  if  any 
do,  what  further  reafons  there  may  be  found  in  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  or  the  number  of  additional 
vouchers  on  either  ude,  for  affenting  to  this  or  that 
teftimony. 

Here  now  are  feveral  things  to  be  remarked,  be- 
fore we  apply  thefe  rules  to  the  trial  of  Chriftian 
faith;  as  firft,  that  faith  is  built  on  felf-evidence, 
and  rational  proof ;  on  the  former,  inafmuch  as  we 
read  or  hear  the  report,  and  fo  have  fenfible  evi- 
dence, that  the  report  is  made ;  on  the  latter,  inaf- 
much as  we  weigh  the  reafons  brought  to  fupport  or 
invalidate  its  truth,  to  vouch  for  th«  credit,  or  prove 
the  fallacy  of  the  reporter ;  and  judge  for  ourfelves 
of  the  merits. 

Secondly,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  no  degree  of 
teflimony  can  make  a  thing  credible,  as  long  as  the 
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mind  deems  it  impoflible ;  but,  that  in  numberlels 
cafes,  as  the  human  mind  is  utterly  unable  to  fix  the 
real  limits  between  poffible  and  impoiTible,  fo  it 
Ihould  be  cautious  of  fetting  up  im^nary  ones, 
efpecially,  if  the  whole  matter  attefted,  with  its  real 
poffibility  or  impdTibility,  lies  either  at,  or  beyond 
the  utmoft  verge  of  our  natural  capacities.  It  is 
hard  finding  mediums,  and  making  dillindions,  by 
the  force,  I  mean,  of  mere  reaibn,  in  things  we  fee 
not  at  all,  or  very  dimly. 

Thirdly,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  when  the  mat- 
ter attefted  is  naturally  improbable,  the  degree  of 
teftimony  raiuft  be  proportionably  the  greater,  to  be 
rationally  believed.  There  is  nothing  the  mind  more 
readily  fixes  for  itfelf  than  its  fet  of  probabilities, 
and  improbabilities,  the  greater  part  of  the  materials, 
tools,  and  furniture  of  that  chamber  in  the  under- 
ftanding,  which  belongs  peculiarly  to  opinion.  Yet 
between  what  they  are,  and  what  they  ought  to  be, 
there  is  in  moft  minds  an  immenfe  difference,  and, 
of  courfe  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  error. 

Fourthly,  we  find,  that  knowledge,  whether  felf- 
evident,  or  demonftrated,  or  believed,  may  be  equal- 
ly, and  abfolutely  certain,  the  different  methods  of 
arriving  at  it  making  no  difference  in  the  degree  of 
aflent  given  to  the  tniths  it  confifls  of.  It  is,  for  in- 
flance,  equally  certain  to  me  who  never  faw  him, 
'that  there  was  a  Sir  Ifaac  Newton ;  as  it  is,  that  any 
one  demonftration  in  his  book  of  mathematical  prin* 
ciples,  is  a  true  and  real  demonftration ;  and  of  the 
truth  again  of  that  demonftration  I  am  as  certain,  as 
fully  convinced,  as  I  am  that  I  fee  the  words  of  the 
demonftration  in  his  book. 

Laftly,  experience  puts  it  beyond  all  rational  quef- 
tion,  that  as  the  will,  in  moft  minds,  is  greatly 
fwayed  by  the  afFeftions  and  palTions,  fo  the  under- 
ftanding  in  the  fame  minds  is  equally  governed  by 
the  will,  apprehending,  judging,  believing,  or  for- 
bearing 
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bearing  thcfc  ads,  or  performing  them  with  more 
vigour,  in  regard  to  fome  fubjeds,  and  with  lefs  in 
regard  to  others,  as  the  will,  biailed  by  pleafure, 
prejudice,  or  intercft,  dircds.  Hence  it  comes,  that 
men,  who  have  the  fame  capacities  and  lights,  think 
fo  very  differently,  and  know,  the  one  io  much  lefs 
than  the  other ;  and  while  one  conceitedly  ereds  his 
opinions  into  axioms,  another  as  conceitedly,  reduces 
the  axioms  of  all  mankind  into  doubts,  denying  the 
certainty  of  every  thing.  This  power,  or  rathor 
ufurpation  on  the  prerogative  of  reafbn,  (eems  to  be 
carried  farther  in  matters  of  faith,  than  in  thofe  of 
demonftration ;  but  really  is  not,  for  men  believe 
only  as  they  judge  of  the  arguments  for  and  againft 
believing,  fo  that  every  poof  of  arbitrary  believing 
is  an  equal  proof  of  arbitrary  judging. 

This  is  that  very  free-thinking,  which  many  con- 
tend for,  without  knowing  it,  who  at  the  iame  time 
infift  that  judgment  and  belief,  in  all  things,  neceP 
farily  follow  evidence.  Men  judge  freely,  fay  they, 
who  cannot  help  in  the  fame  inilance,  concluding 
aft^r  a  certain  manner.  Is  not  this  a  contradidion? 
So  indeed  it  feems.  But  both  fides  of  a  contradidi- 
on  muft  be  received  as  true,  if  they  do  not  lie  too 
clofe,  when  there  is  a  neceffity  for  it ;  and  there  is 
nothing  io  good  at  creating  fuch  neceifities,  as  the 
will,  when  at  a  pinch,  and  ftrongly  ftimulated. 

By  this  view  of  faith  in  general,  as  diftind  from* 
our  other  ways  of  acquiring  knowledge,  we  come 
prepared  to  conceive  in  a  clearer  manner,  than  other- 
wile  we  (hould  be  able  to  do,  the  nature  of  Chriilian 
faith  \  and  by  the  rules  and  remarks  already  fuggeft- 
ed,  and  prefently  to  be  applied  to  the  particular  pur- 
pofe  of  that  faith,  ihall  be  able  to  make  our  way 
through  ibme  difficulties,  not  fo  eafy  by  other  means 
to  be  avoided. 

The  Chriftian  faith  now  ts^  a  ftrong  aflent  of  the 
rational  foal  to  the  truth  of  God's  promifes,  and  a 

refolutc 
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refolute  determination  of  the  will  and  heart  to  clofe 
with  the  conditions  annexed  to  thofe  promifes,  in  the 
gofpel  covenant.  Or  Chriftian  faith  is,  with  a  clear 
conviAion  of  the  underftanding,  and  an  entire  refig- 
nation  of  the  will  and  heart,  firmly  to  confide  in, 
ardently  to  love,  and  dutifully  to  obey  the  Father^ 
the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  whofe  name  and  by 
whofe  co-operation,  we  are  reformed,  pardoned,  fanc- 
tified  and  made  the  children  of  God  in  the  covenant 
of  baptifm. 

So  far  as  this  aflent  is  given  to,  or  this  conviction 
raifed  by,  the  mere  force  of  reafon,  influenced  only 
by  the  evidence  for  Chriftianity,  it  is  of  the  fame 
nature  with  die  belief,  that  there  was  fuch  a. man  as 
Caefar,  and  fuch  a  city  as  Babylon  ^  and  that  faith 
which  refts  folely  on  the  fufficiency  of  the  vouchers 
for  our  religion,  and  the  arguments  brought  to  fup- 
port  it,  is  but  human  or  hiftorical  fpith.  But  hu- 
man as  it  is,  if  we  exanune  it  by  the  rales  or  tefts 
laid  down  for  that  purpofe,  we  fhall  find  it  built  on 
a  foundation,  never  to  be  (haken  in  a  rational  and 
<x>nfidering  mind. 

Firft,  the  miracles  attefted,  which  make  the 
proofs,  and  in  part,  the  very  matter  of  this  faith, 
are  neither  impoflible,  for  God  was  able  to  perform 
them,  and  all  we  fee  and  know  of  his  creation,  is  at 
leaft  equally  miraculous : 

Nor,  fecondly,  at  all  improbable,  fince  it  may  be 
rationally  prefumed,  that  he  who  wrought  fo  many 
miracles  for  our  temporary  accomnxxlation  here, 
might  think  fit  to  work  fome,  were  they  needful,  for 
our  reformation  and  eternal  happinefs  hereafter. 
That  a  teacher,  fent  from  God  for  thefe  purpofes, 
Vas  necef&ry,  Socrates  and  Plato,  who  (aw  that  ne- 
ceffity  before  he  came,  are  fufficient  vouchers ;  and 
cur  own  reafon  tells  us,  he  could  never  have  fatisfac^ 
torily  proved  his  miflion,  but  by  miracles.  Miracles 
therefore,  to  be  performed  for  that  purpofe,   were 

probable 
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probable  before  his  coming  into  the  world,  and  con- 
fequently  when  performed,  proved  unconteftably, 
that  he  came  from  God. 

Thirdly,  as  to  the  means  of  knowledge,  both  in 
point  of  capacity,  and  opportunity,  in  the  reporters 
of  our  Saviour's  hiftory  they  were  unqueflionably 
fufficient.  They  could  hear  his  doctrines,  and  th^ 
could  fee  his  miracles,  as  well  as  men  of  higher  edu- 
cation. The  teftimony  they  have  given  of  both  is 
ample,  clear,  and  preferved  with  nx>re  care  and 
fcrupulofity  by  for,  than  any  other  record  known  to 
mankind. 

Fourthly,  the  integrity  of  thefe  reporters  is  as 
little  to  be  queftioned,  on  the  footing  of  hiftorical 
credit,  as  their  means  of  knowledge.  No  men  ever 
gave  more  or  higher  proofs  of  their  honefty  than 
they  did,  which  ap[^>ears, 

Fifthly^  from  the  impoffibility  of  their  having  had 
any  manner  of  worldly  intereft  in  bur  belief  of  their 
teftimony.  So  far  were  they  from  this,  that  poverty, 
perfecution,  and  contempt,  were  all  the  rewards  in 
this  life  their  mafter  promifed  them^  or  they  met 
with,  for  being  his  witnefles  •  whereas  had  they  de- 
clined the  painful  and  terrible  office,  they  might  have 
followed  their  worldly  bufincfs  as  profitably,  and 
pafTed  their  days  as  comfortably,  as  other  men. 

Sixthly,  to  encoun^e  our  raith,  and  leave  us  no 
room  for  fufpicion,  they  laid  down  two  pledges  of 
the  greateft  value  to  themfelves,  and  of  the  moft  un- 
queftionable  fecurity  to  us,  for  the  truth  of  all  they 
attefted,  namely,  their  lives  and  their  fouls ;  their 
]ives>  by  dying  freely  and  refolutely  under  the  hands 
of  men  wlio  had  no  quarrel  with  them  but  on  account 
of  their  obftinacy  in  preaching  Chrift  and  hisrcfur- 
redtion  to  the  world ;  and  their  fouls,  which  nothing 
could  fo  effeftually  have  deftroyed  for  ever,  as  know-: 
inglv  and  wilfully  endeavouring  to  pafs  on  mankind 

a  fyf- 
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a  fyftem  of  rdigious  lies  and  impoftures.  Known 
fallacies  have  no  martyrs. 

LafUy,  there  are  not  any,  there  never  could  have 
been  any  witnefles  to  atteft  a  report  contrary  to  that 
made  by  the  Chriftian  witnefles,  that  is,  to  attefb 
an  whole  hiftory  of  negatives,  fuch  as,  that  there 
were  no  fuch  perfons  as  Girift  and  his  apoftles,  or,, 
that  they  wrought  no  fuch  miracles,  preached  no 
fuch  doctrines,  wrote  no  fuch  books,  as  the  Scrip** 
tures.  There  never  was  one  man  who  had  any  op- 
portunity of  knowing  the  trudi  or  nullity  ot  diefe 
iadts,  that  fo  much  as  offered  to  lay  down  the  fmalleft 
pledge,  not  to  fay  his  life  or  his  foul,  to  prove  any 
fuch  nullity.  The  witnefles  therefore  for  the  truth 
of  Chriftianity,  who  were  many  thoufands  in  num* 
ber  (for  I  take  in  all  that  wrought  or  faw  the  miracles) 
all  competent  in  means  of  knowledge,  all  honeft^ 
aJI  Martyrs  or  Confeflbra  for  the  truth  of  their  report, 
ftand  unoppoled  by  any  contrary  witnefles,  and  even 
backed  by  the  teilimony,  in  ieveral  particulars,  of 
bitter  enemies  to  Chrifl  and  his  religion,  efpecially 
the  Jews  of  his  time,  who  knew  there  were  fuch  per* 
fons,  as  he  and  his  apoftles,  who  owned  them  as 
preachers  of  the  religion,  writers  of  the  books,  and 
workers  of  the  miracles,  we  afcribe  to  them^  Nay^ 
the  Jews  of  all  ages  fmce  allow  the  reality  of  our 
Saviour's  miracles,  but  attribute  them,  as  his  con*- 
temporary  Jews  did,  to  the  power  of  an  evil  fpi* 
rit. 

Suppofing  now,  that  the  m^,  fo  often  already 
mentioned  as  cured  by  Chrift  of  his  blindnlsfs, 
fliould  have  fta^ered  the  incredulity  of  fome  ra* 
tional  Jew,  by  conftandy  maintaining  the  reality  of 
the  miracle  wrought  on  him ;  and  by  the  juft  and 
poweri^l  reafonings  fn>m  thence,  which  we  find  he 
made  ufe  of  immoiiately  after  the  fa£t ;  and  fuppo- 
fing  the  Jew  thus  wavering,  Ihould  hear  a  lai^  body 
of  men,   in  the  fame  peremptory  manner  attcfting 

the 
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the  other  miracles,  particularly  the  rcfiirredion  of 
Chrift ;  (hould  fee  them  perform  themfelves  a  num- 
ber of  mirades,  as  much  above,  or  contrary  to  na- 
t\ire;  and  (hould  fice  them  chearfully  offer  themfelves 
to  the  moft  tormenting  forts  of  death,  rather  than 
renounce  their  teftimony,  or  even  bury  it  in  filence, 
muft  he  not  give  up  his  reafon,  or  yield  his  aficnt  f 

Hence,  on  the  whole,  it  is  plain  that  the  faith  of 
the  firft  Chriftians  was  built  on  felf-evidence,  or  the 
teftimony  of  their  fenfes,  for  they  faw  the  miracles 
with  their  eyes ;  and  heard  the  dodtrines  with  their 
ears,  which  together  conftitute  the  evidence  and 
matter  of  Chriftian  faith.  We  alfo  have  the  tefti- 
mony of  our  fenfes  for  the  reality  of  a  written  re- 
cord, wherein  thofe  miracles  and  doctrines  are  atteft- 
ed.  So  &r  our  faith  hath,  all  along,  ftood  on  a 
foundatioa  furniftied  by  primary  and  inconteftibk 
truths. 

•Tlie  fecondary  or  demonftrative  truths  deduced 
from  thofe  primary  or  felf-cvident  axioms,  at  firft 
did,  do  now,  and  for  ever  wil),  lend  it  all  their 
tight&  The  unanfwerahlc  reafonings  of  him  who 
was  cufed  of  his  blindnefs  are  to  the  full  as  cogent 
how  aserer,  if  the  record  is  admitted  as  true  and 
genuine.  . 

-  That  it  is  both,  is  evident  from  its  having  been 
made  on  the  fpot  where,  and  at  the  time,  when,  the 
miradles  were  wrought,  and  the  do^lrines  dchvered, 
and  univerfally  examined  by  thofe  living  witneffes 
who  couid  have  eafily  detcfted  its.falfity,  had  it  been 
unfaithfully  drawn  up;  and  would  s  forely  have 
expofed  that  feUity  if  detcfted ;  for  why  fbouid  they 
have  died  for  a  record  which  they  knew  to  be 
falfe; 

That  tlie  record  once  made,  was  preferved  in  its 
original  ptuity,  immaterial  and  unavoidable  variati'- 
ODS  hocwitliftsBidii^  is  demonftmble,  firft,  from  the 
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(acredneft  of  the  record  itfelf,  which  could  not  be 
corrap(ed  without  the  mod  impious  (acrilcgc ;  fe- 
condly^  from  the  infinity  of  copies  and  tranfktions 
continually  and  carefully  perufed  by  all  the  churches; 
and  thirdly,  but  more  efpecially,  from  the  perpetual 
appeals  to  this  record,  made  in  all  ages,  by  the  dif« 
ferent  (efts  of  Chriftians,  each  intenfely  watchful 
o^r  all  the  reft,  and  over  all  their  copies  or  tranfla* 
tions,  and  ever  recalling  them,  in  cafe  of  material 
deviations,  to  a  collation  with  the  original. 

Cooldfuch  reaibnin^  as  thefe  be  fairly  offered  for 
the  divinity  of  a  religion,  only  not  abfurd,  fuperfti* 
tions,  or  hurtful  in  its  nature  and  tendency,  they 
muft  prove  fatis&Aorv,  or  reafon  itfelf  muft  be  gi- 
ven up.  But  when  tliey  arc  brought  in  their  mil 
force  for  a  religious  fyflcm,  as  evidently  and  confcf- 
fcdly  divine  in  the  wifdom,  utility,  nay,  neceffity  of 
its  dodrines  and  ordinances,  as  it  is  here  proved  to 
be  in  its  miraculous  atteflations,  how  is  it  podible  for 
wickednefft  itfelf,  though  abetted  by  prejudice,  to 
withftand  their  force?  Could  philosophy  with  her 
utnooil  efforts,  have  found,  out  a  fyftem,  capable,  in 
any  tolerable  degree,  of  clearing  up  the  doubta, 
zedtifyii^  the  corrupdons,  or  enfuring  the  happine(s 
of  numkind,  though  vouched  by  no  divine  inoerpofi* 
tions,  a  flight  pretence  for.  refting  in  that  philofophy 
might  with  fome  colour  have  been  fet  up*  But  when 
it  is  found,  as  it  really  is,  that  the  true  wifdom  can 
be  obtained,  the  true  righteoufneis  promoted,  and 
the  true,  the  ten^ral  and  eternal  happinefe  of  all 
men  eflabliftied,  on  the  principles  of  Chriftian  faith 
alooc;  and  further,  that  God  hath  inconteftibly 
proved  thefe.  principles,  as  is  really  the  cafe,  to  be 
his  own  immediate  dictates,  by  his  own  immediate 
miraculous  interpofitions ;  what  room  is  left  for  infi- 
delity ?  None  in  reafon  $  none  any  where,  but  in 
wilful  blindnefs  and  wickedne&    A  report  made  by 

innumerable 
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innumerable  witnefles,  fealed  with  their  blood,  and 
eftabliihed  on  unanfwerabie  demonftrations,  deduced 
from  indifputable  axioms,  is  evidence,  or  there  is  no 
fuch  thing  among  mankind.  The  matter  of  our 
faith  in  the  gofpel,  no  lefs,  I  will  be  bold  to  fay, 
even  more,  than  in  the  aflaiTination  of  Caefar  is 
matter  of  certainty  ;  and  fo  are  our  hopes  founded 
on  that  faith.  The  expreffion  therefore.  Jure  and 
certain  hope  of  the  rcfurreHion  to  eternal  Itfe^  is  more 
'itri£tly  proper  and  logical,  than  hath  been  common- 
ly imagined.  We  muft  either  believe,  or  do  vio- 
lence to  our  own  reafon,  which  tells  us,  that,  if  there 
is  any  fuch  thing  as  truth,  it  muft  be  fouhd  in  a  re- 
ligion, fo  very  agreeable  to  reafon,  fo  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  virtue  and  happinefs  of  mankind,  and 
fo  vouched  as  a  record  of  fa6ts,  that  all  hiftory  muft 
be  falfe,  all  countries,  perfons,  tranfadions,  which 
have  not  fallen  immediately  under  the  cognizance  of 
our  fenfes,  muft  have  no  being.  We  muft  therefore 
cither  be  Chriftians,  or  diveft  ourfelves  of  reafon, 
and  be  brutes.  We  muft  believe,  or  renounce  the 
immortality  of  our  fouls.  We  muft  be  Chriftians, 
or  nothing. 

It  is  true,  there  are  many  things  delivered  to  our 
faith  in  the  record  mentioned,  which  are  not  only 
mitticulous,  but  highly  myfterious  alfo.  This  how- 
ever is  no  reafon  why  they  (hould  be  thought  impof- 
fible,  or  even  improbable,  by  a  mind  wholly  myfte- 
rious to  itfelf,  cloathed  in  a  body,  and  furrounded 
with  a  world,  altogether  myfterious  and  miraculous, 
both  in  their  origin  and  formation.  Infidelity,  in 
the  face  of  fuch  evidence  as  hath  been  here  fketched 
out,  \%  no  lefs  myfterious ;  and  would  feem  as  mira- 
culous, were  it  not  univerlally  known,  that  men 
have  a  power  of  turning  away  their  attention  from 
evidence,  when  they  do  not  relifti  either  it  or  its  con- 
fequences;  that  weak  arguments  are  fufficient  to 
make  a  man  judge  as  he  is  previoufly  inclined  to  do ; 

and 
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and  that  ;die  ftrongeft,  cannot  bring  his  rdudtant 
underftanding  to  a  determination  in  Tpight  of  him. 

Having  (aid  what  time  would  allow  on  the  evi- 
dence of  Chriftian  faith,  as  purely  rational,  human, 
and  hiftorical ;  I  (ball  now  proceed  to  take  a  ftiort 
view  of  that  faith  as  efficacious  and  divine,  that  you 
may  under ftand,  how  from  faitb  to  faith  the  rigbteouf 
fufs  (f  God  is  rcveakd  in  the  gofpeL 

This  method,  pointed  out  by  the  text,  appeared* 
highly  proper  to  me,  becaufe  we  muft  freely  believe 
as  men  and  rational  creatures,  whofe  faith  God  will 
not  force,  ere  we  can  believe  as  Chriftians.  The 
rpirit  will  not  infpire  that  which  it  is  the  peculiar  of- 
fice of  right  reafon  to  inculcate ;  but  will  improve 
by  grabe  that. which  we  have  alreiady  acquired  in  a 
due  ufe  of  the  natural  faculties,  and  revealed  in- 
ftru Aioos  afforded  us. 

So  far  as  our  faith  in  Cbrift  is  founded  on  rational 
evidence  only,  it  i$  merely  hunian  and  hiflorical. 
So  far  as  its  afient  is  rendered  flrong  and  powerful  in 
the  underflanding  by  the  evidence  of  the  fpirit,  arid 
impreiTed  efie£tually  on  the  heart  and  will  by  the 
grace  of  God,  it  is  called  a  lively,  operative,  i^ving^ 
or  divine  faith,  which  never  takes  place  in  any  man, 
before  the  human  or  hiftorical  faith  bath.  laid  a  foun- 
dation for  it.  Chriftianity,  or  the  faith  of  Cbrift 
tians,  confidered  as  the  bafls,  is  founded  on  reaibn 
ooiy ;  but  Chriflianity,  confidered  as  the  iuperftruc- 
ture,  is  not  founded  on  argument,  but  on  tne  grace 
of  God  The  affeding  to  overlook  this  diftindtion 
gave  occafion  to  one  of  the  (hrewdeft  pieces  of  fo* 
phiilry  ever  levelled  againft  our  religion. 

That  this  diftindtion  is  neither  notional  nor  chi- 
merical^  appears  plainly  from  experience,  which  fup- 
plies  us  with  frequent  inftances  of  men,  equally  and 
thoroughly  fatisfied  on  rational  grounds  with  tne  ar- 
guments for  Chriftian  £aith,  who  neverthelefs  differ 
widely  in  their  lives  and  converfations  ^  and  of  others. 
Vol.  IV.  C  whg 
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who  differ  almoft  as  much  in  their  degrees  of  aflent, 
though  all  aflcntiiig  on  the  fame  arguments,  and 
equally  ftrangers  to  doubting.  St.  James  was  well 
aware  of  this  diflinftion,  when  he  mentioned  the 
faith  of  devils,  who  probably  believe  on  as  rational 
and  convincing  evidence  of  a  judgment  to  come,  as 
the  immediate  difciples  of  our  Saviour  did  ;  yet  on- 
ly fear  and  .tremble  in  confequence  of  their  faith,  be- 
caufe  their  forced  unfanftified  faith  hath  no  effeft 
on  their  wills,  nor  of  courfe  on  their  morals. 

It  is  one  thing  barely  to  believe,  and  another  to 
believe  in  a  lively  manner.  Reafon  alone  can  guide 
us  to  the  former  ^  God's  Holy  Spirit  only  can  lead 
us  up  to  the  latter.  In  like  manner,  there  is.  a  wide 
difference  between  fpeculatively  believing  with  the 
underftanding  only,  and  prafti.ally  believing  with 
that  and  the  heart  alfo.  This  we  owe  to  the  grace 
of  God,  that  to  a  due  ufe  of  our  rational  faculties. 
He  who  believes  hiftorically  as  a  rational  creature, 
hath  entered  the  porch  of  faith ;  but  cannot  pals 
into  the  temple,  nor  warm  himfelf  at  the  altar,  with- 
out believing  with  all  his  heart,  without  feeling  his 
will  and  affedlions  engaged.  So  infinitely  fweet  are 
the  promifes,  fo  infinitely  dreadful  the  menaces, 
whereon  the  eye  of  faith  is  fixed,  that  a  mere  hifto- 
rical  believer  appears  a  phscnomenon  of  the  moft 
amazing  kind,  when  nothing  but  faith  and  reafon 
are  confidered.  But  experience  prefents  us  with  fo 
many  inftances  of  fuch  believers  ^s  reduce  this  phae- 
nomenon  to  a  common  occurrence,  and  (hew,  that 
more  than  human  aid  is  required  to  open  a  paffage 
between  the  head  and  heart,  for  the  defcent  and  ope- 
ration of  conviftion. 

To  every  one  thus  believing,  fuch  is  the  goodnels 
of  God,  this  aid  is  afforded ;  but  many,  fuch  is  the 
perverfenefs  of  human  nature,  and  fuch  the  power  of 
our  enemy,  barricade  that  paflage  againft  the  Holy 
Spirit,  who  will  not  force  his  way. 

In 
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In  thefe,  faith  degenerates  into  fear ;  but  rifes  and 
improves  into  hope  in  thofe,  who,  not  fatisfied,  that 
their  heads  (hould  pull  one  way,  and  their  hearts 
another,  are  determined  to  go,  with  the  whole  man, 
in  the  way  of  falvation  ;  and  therefore  purfuing  the 
path  of  their  own  rational  convidtions,  and  heartily 
concurring  with  the  great  afliftant,  they  give  them-' 
(elves  up  to  meditation,  devotion,  mortification,  and 
labour,  v/hich  nothing  can  force  them  to  intermit^ 
till  their  hearts  and  wills  are  as  warmly  attached  to 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  as  their  underftandings  are 
clearly  convinced  of  its  truths.  The  gp^l,  as  a 
fyftcm,  wherein  the  principles  of  fiith  and  virtue 
are  eflentially  incorporated,  having  taken  an '  entire 
pofieffion  of  thefe  men,  the  rigbteoufnefs  of  God  is 
rcveakdy  from  faith  to  faith^  in  the  holinefs  and 
goodneis  of  their  lives,  which  give  evident  proofs  oJ^ 
a  power  more  than  human. 

Having  already,  I  fear,  exhaufted  the  tin^  ufually 
given  to  difcourfes  of  this  kind,  in  laying  before! 
you  the  nature,  evidence,  and  prc^refs  of  Chriftian 
faith,  I  ftiall  conclude  with  exhibiting  a  fmall  (ampte 
of  its  fruits.  • 

St.  Paul,  in  a  catalogue  of  thefe,  calls  feith,  the 
Jubftance  orfupport  of  things  hoped  f or j  the  evidence  of 
things  mtfeen.  His  meaning  is^  that  Chriftian  faith^ 
once  received  and  perfected  in  the  mind  of  a  believer^ 
fervcs  as  a  principle  or  axiom  for  the  eftablifhrnent 
of  many  other  comfortable  truths,  which  can  no 
otherwife  be  difcovered  or  proved ;  fuch^  for  in-* 
ftance,  among  others,  as  thefe,  that  through  faitb 
we  obtain  renuffkn  of  fins ^  peace  with  God,  and  eter^ 
nal  life,  the  grant  of  all  we  pray  for,  comfort  under 
afflictions,  and  vidtory  over  the  world. 

It  is  faith  that  cleanfes  our  aifedtions^  raifes  them 

from  things  on  earthy  and  fets  them  on  things  above^ 

by  difcovering  to  us  their  real  natures,  and  teaching 

us  how  to  chufe  on  the  comparifon ;    tho'  an  unbe- 
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Rcver  may  by  experience  perceive,  that  the  enjoy- 
ments of  this  world  are  uncertain,  and  unratis&k^c 
ry ;  yet  he  can  hardly  think  any  thing  elfe  of  much 
confcquence  to  him.  But  if  he  ever  becomes  a  con- 
vert to  Chriftianity,  how  is  he  furprifed  to  fee,  by 
the  light  of  this  faith,  liimfelf,  and  every  thing  about 
him,  apjjear  fo  very  different  from  what  they  ^did  be- 
fore !  to  fee  the  fize,  the  weight,  the  colour  of  every 
thing  changed !  to  fee  gain  and  lofs,  good  and  evil, 
happmcfs  and  mifcry,  (hifting  fides  on  his  apprehen- 
fion  and  judgment !  to  fee  the  true  caufe  of  his  for- 
mer miitakes,  namely,  the  great  deceiver,  and  his 
four  afliftants,  imagination,  paflion,  appetite,  and. 
cuilom^  transformtng  the  things,  as  well  as  perfons, 
of  this  world,  in  order  to  an  univerfal  mafquerade ! 
^ving  %ilendor  to  infamy,  and  contempt  to*  merit ! 
by  an  inverted  art  of  painting  bellowing  beauty  on 
deformity,  and  uglinefs  on  that  which  is  lovely  ?  by 
a  prepofterous  art  of  cookery  infufing  naufebufnejs 
into  things  the  moft  delicious,  and  fweetening  poi- 
fon^  feafooing  ordure^  and  perfuming  brimftone. 
He  is  amazed  to  fee  how  the  things  of  this  world, 
are  by  thefe  artifts  tinfelled  for  the  vain,  gilded  for 
the  covetous,  and  aggrandized  for  the  ambitious; 
and  mem  amazed  fbli,  when  he  perceives  into  what 
a  deTpicable  meannefs  they  are  funk  again  by  that 
profpcid^  of  immortality  and  eternal  life,  which  true 
faith  fets  before  him. 

It  is  diifi  faith,  which  turns  our  very  infirmities  in- 
to virtues  i  out  fear  (God  being  niade  its  objed) 
into  v>i/dom  and  ftrong  confidence ;  and  our  fenfe  of 
fhame  into  humility,  chaflity  and  honefty.  This  de- 
rives redoubled  vigour  on  the  mind  and  oonfcience 
even  from  our  falte,  at  once  demonftrating  and 
ffiaking  ferfea  the  firengtb  (f  God  in  our  nveaknefs. 
Thisfwtetens  and  fandtifics  corrcdtion.  This  gives 
calm  within^  when  all  is  tcmpcfl  without.  This 
makes  day-light  in  the  mind,  when  there  is  night 

only 
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only  in  the  world,  confufion  in  the  purfuits  of  men, 
and  fiiyfteiy  «  the  (chemes  of  Providence.  Thi« 
clearly  (hews  us  our  path,  or  fafely  leads  us  by  the 
hand  throtigh  that  we  cannot  fee.  This,  when  the 
means  of  u&ful  knowledge  are  afG^rded,  roiifes  our 
attention,  opens  and  fliarpens  the  eyes  of  our  under- 
(landings;  and  this,  when  the  nature  of  God's 
works,  the  drifts  of  his  providence,  or  the  depths 
of  his  rdigiofi  '  become,  in  any  inftanc^,  tinfathom- 
able  to  the  fcanty  line  of  our  reafon,  this  faith,  this 
evidence  of  things  unfeen,  fhuts  the  eyes  of  the  foul 
again,  and-  lays-  it  to  reft-  on  a  downy  refignation, 
and  in  the  fortrefs  of  a  comfortable  trufl,  that  all  is 
right,  or  will  be  well. 

Behdd  here  that  tree  of  life,  to  which  all  may  come, 
ftriking  its  roots  deep  into  the  rock  of  Qod's  pro- 
mifes;  rifing  towards  heaven  with  a  ftrongand  lofty 
ftcm ;  defying  the.  blafts  of  perfecution  in  one  age, 
of  fophiftry  in  another,  and  of  ridicule  in  all ;  (hel- 
teriog  virtue  and,  civil  (ociety  under  its  extended 
branches  ;*  feeding  the  Chriftian,  to  the  ftature  of  a 
feint,  with'  its  fmits  of  ho{)e,  charity,  peace,  con- 
tentment, patience,  joy  5  and  crowning  the  martyr 
with  its  leaves. 

Having  faid  enough  for  the  prefent  on  this  hecefla- 
ry,  and  mexhauftibfe  fubjedV,  I  (hall  here.finifh  with 
beieediing  tht  God  of  hope  to  fill  you  with  all  joy 
and  peace  in  believing^  'through  Cbrift  JefuSj  the  au^ 
tbofj  andfinilher  of  our  faitb^  to  wliom,  with  the 
Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  might,  majefty, 
dignity,  and  dominion,  now  and  for  evermore. 
Amen. 


D  I  S- 


DISCOURSE    II, 

Infidelity  is  of  the  Hc$rt 

Hebrews,  iii.  i  z. 

^ake  beedy  bretbrcHy  left  there  he  in  an^  of  yoM  an  evil 
beari  of  unbelief .     ., 


THE  exhortation  here,  to  take  heed,  had  been 
impertinent  and  abfurd,  were  it  not  in  fomc 
meafure  within  the  power  of  the  perfons  exhorted, 
to  fliun  the  thing  to  be  heeded  or  guarded  againft. 
To  bid  a  roan  beware  of  an  eyil,  is  tg  fuppofe,  he 
may  by  taking  care,  avoid  it,  if  he  pleafcs.  Now, 
the  thing  we  are  cautioned  in  thisprieceptto  beware 
of,  and  to  prevent  or  corredl  in  ourfelves,  is  an  evil 
heart  of  unbelief  in  which  caption  there  js  nothing  of 
depth  or  obfcurity,  as  fowi  as  the.  word,  heart,  is 
once  rightly  underftood,  I  mean,  in  the  apoflle's  ufc 
of  it,  who  in  other  paffages  makes  the  heart  the 
feat  of  faith,  and  confequently  here,  of  its  oppofite, 
unbelief. 

By  this  word  the  Scriptures  of  both  teftaments 
frequently  exprefs  the  whole  mind  or  underftanding, 
as  well  as  particularly  the  paflions  and  afFedtions,  to 
which  latter  fenfe  it  is,  that  the  cuftom  of  fpeaking 
hath  now  commonly  confined  its  meaning.    In  He* 

brew. 
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blew,  Greek,  Latin,  French,  and,  I  believe,  in  the 
generality  of  cultivated  languages,  there  are,  at 
fewcft,  three  words  to  exprefs  that  in  man,  which  is 
taken  for  the  principle  of  thought^  life  and  adion. 
There  are  three  alfo  in  Englifli,  fpirit,  foul  and 
mind.  It  is  probable  this  diverfity  of  terms  was  not 
owing  to  accident,  nor  the  ufe  of  it  introduced  at 
random,  not  only  in  regard  that  fo  many  knowing 
nations  have  given  into  it,  and,  when  they  fpeak 
precifely,  apply  the  terms  with  fome  variety  of 
meanings ;  but  becaufe  a  like  diflindion  is  obfervable 
in  the  operations  of  thought  itfelf  Almofl:  all  the 
learned  antients,  and  many  among  the  moderns,  ob* 
ferving,  that  in  man  there  is  a  rational  fpirit,  an 
animal  (bul,  and,  as  it  were,  between  thefe,  a  mind 
or  will,  which  is  fometimes  determined  from  above, 
by  the  rational  powers,  and  fometimes  from  below, 
by  the  animal  affedtbns ;  have  diftinguidied  thefe  by 
thofe  names,  and  afferted  the  real  exiftence  of  three 
immaterial  fubftances,  united  into  one  human  perfon* 
or  man. 

Such  proofs  may  be  given  for  the  truth  of  this 
theory,  as  are  (iifficient  to  place  it  on  a  level  with 
other  approved  fyftems,  ftruck  out  by  rational  fpe- 
culations  on  the  internal  part  of  our  nature.  One 
fimple  principle,  whether  of  thought,  motion,  or 
action,  always  produces  fimple  unifoHn  effedts,  never 
clafliing  with,  or  counter-ading  itfelf.  But  there  is 
no  man,  who  does  not,  on  many  occafions,  experience 
in  his  own  breaft  a  good  daal  of  difpute  and  oppofi-* 
tion  in  forming  his  judgments  or  opinions,  and  in 
taking  his  confequent  refolutions.  In  moral  matters 
more  efpecially,  we  frequendy  find  realbn  pleading 
within  us  for  one  thing,  and  paflion  or  affe£tion» 
for  another,  for  the  contrary ;  and  the  will,  at  firft 
fufpended  between  both,  and  then  determined, 
ibmetimes  by  the  former^  and  fometimes  by  the 
kttir^  as  either  occaftonally  preponderates,  the  baf- 
fled 
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fled  difputant,  for  a  while  at  leaft,  after  the  decifioa, 
difcovering  a  fenfible  rcluftancc.  This,  well  confi- 
dered,  will  go  near  to  evince  tbe  probabilky  of  three 
immaterial  principles,  now  exprefied  as  diftindt,  and 
then  as  conftituting,  by  an  union  wholly  myfterious, 
but  one  per(bn,  in  every  individual ;  and  this  perhap$ 
will  be  round  the  bed  reafon  for  faying,  that  man  is 
formed  in  the  image  of  God.  The  fcriptural  writers^ 
particularly  St.  Paul,  give  great  countenance  to  this 
way  of  thinking. 

That  apoftle  fpeaks,  i  Theff  v.  23-  of  the  fpirit, 
foul  and  body,  as  diftindit  \  and  in  many  places  puts 
the  body,  or  flelh,  for  the  brutal  or  animal  foul, 
from  whence  we  have  our  fenfations,  appetites,  af-*^ 
fedtions  and  paffions.  This  laft  is  what  we  call  the 
heart,  and  what  in  my  text  he  means  peculiarly  by 
the  word,  as  appears  by  his  aicribing  to  it  an  evil 
difpofition  or  reludtance  to  faith.  Accordingly  elfe-^ 
where  he  catalogues  herefy,  or  a  lower  degree  of 
unbelief,  among  the  works  oS  the  fle(h,  the  teict,  or 
the  animal  ingredient  in  man. 

Faith  is  plainly  a  principle  of  no  power  in  morali- 
ty, but  in  proportion  as  it  is  able  to  dstennine  the 
will  i  and  it  can  be  fecure  of  the  will,  only  in  pro* 
portion  as  it  can  fubdue  and  influence  the  lower  part 
of  our  compofition,  as  well  as  convince  the  hi^ser. 
Akhou^  this  is  not  only  the  fcriptural,  but  alifo  the 
rational  account  of  faith,  our  unbelievers  neverthelefs, 
unable  to  digeft  die  imputation  of  fpuming  at  the 
Chriftiari  faith,  merely  Arough  the  corruptions  of  a 
refra£tory  heart,  infift,  that  faith  is  an  aid  of  pure 
intellect  only,  which  fay  they,  neceflarily  clofes  with 
apparent  evidence,  but  is  almoft  always  milled  by 
appearances.  Thus,  under  their  objections  to  the 
validity  of  Chriflian  evidence,  they  endeavour  to 
conceal  the  depravity  of  their  own  wills,  and  are  for 
calling  that,  reafon  and  fagacity  in  themielves,  which 
in  reality  is  no  more,  than  a  redundancy  and  pre^m* 
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knee  of  the  aniitMl  within  them ;  and  tUs  in  time 
captivates  even  their  rationd  fkcukies  to  the  (bphifb* 
cal  fervice  of  infidelity.  Quite  oppofite  to  this  is  the 
cafe  of  a  true  believer,  whoie  lower  mind,  once 
thoron^ly  attached  to  religion,  ferves  only  to<]irick^ 
en  his  coovidions.  The  believing  animal  in  him 
flirs  up  the  fleeping  angd ;  and  even  die  cackling  of 
faith  often  awakens  his  dfowfy  reafon  to  the  defence 
of  her  Capitol. 

That  tbe  mil  heart  of  unbeJirf^  againft  which  yoa 
se  cautioned  and  forewarned  by  die  apoftle,  may 
not  be  found  in  you.  give  me  leave  to  ftate  thofe 
objections  to  the  chriftian  faith,  which  the  infidel 
draws  from  his  corrupted  heart,  and  afterwands  fhopes 
is  his  pliant  head  to  a  (hew  of  teafon,  that  what 
iprings  from. the  vikr  part  of  his  nature  nay  fieize 
the  noUer  part  of  yours ;  and  then  be  pleafed  to 
hear  the  answers. 

He  fays,  it  is  plain  by  our  difptues  about  laith^ 
that  we  know  not  what  it  is;  that  &ith  in  general  is 
an  a£i  of  pure  intellect ;  that  Chriftian  faith  is  a  be* 
lief  of  (pecukdve  points,  wherewith  moiatity  is  not 
concerned ;  txsx  it  is  involuntarjr,  &>  diat,  if  the 
evidence  is  firfkient,  we  muft  belkve,  if  othervife, 
it  ts  impoflible,  or  at  lealt  abfurd,  to  believe ;  that 
therefore  it  can  neither  be  virtuoms  and  rewardable 
to  believe,  nor  vicious  and  punilfhable  to  do  the 
coBtrary ;  that  a:lthough  finith  idelf  were  voluntary^ 
yet  the  infinite  re^'ards  pfopofed  to  '\%  an^  punifh^ 
inents  threatened  to  unbelief,  make  bodi  &ith  rtfdf, 
and  aH  its  effeAs  meroenary, '  and  caofequendy  de«- 
ftrcff  the  very  nature  of  virtue  \  and  that  faith  of 
any  kind  is  feldom  found,  but  in  weak  or  fuper* 
ftitious  minds. 

In  the  firft  place,  if  difputes  about  any  point  were 
a  proof,  that  the  difputants  on  both  fides  know  no- 
thing of  the  matter  in  queftion,  what  would  be- 
come of  fl}I  contefts  in  other  fciences,  and  die  con* 
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tenders  ?  Do  the  phyfidans  know  nothing  of  the  hu- 
man body,  becaufe  they  differ  io  much  among 
themfelves  about  the  caufes  of  its  diftempers  and 
their  cures  ?  Do  the  lawyers  know  nothing  of  the  law, 
becaufe  our  fuits  are  fo  long  a  fettling,  and,  after  in* 
finite  difputing,  are  hardly  ever  fettled  to  the  fatif- 
fadtion  of  both  fides,  whether  lawyers,  .or  clicxits  ? 

But  ftill  more  t©  our  purpofe;  are  we  to  con- 
clude, that  all  men .  are  ignorant  of  religion,  its 
oppofers  as  well  as  defenders,  becaufe  they  ftill  dif- 
pute  ?  If  we  know  not  what  we  vindicate,  it  is  poili^ 
ble  our  adverfaries  may  know  as  little,  what  it  is 
they  attack. 

In  thefecond  place,  were  feith  in  general  an  a£t  of 
>ure  intelleft,  how  comes  it  to  pais  that  we  are 
mrdly  ever  difmterefted  either  in  the  points  we  be- 
ieve  or  dilbelieve  ?  To  arguments  or  atteftations  for 
luch  propofitions  as  we  efteem  of  no  moment  to  us, 
we  give  no  attention,  and  therefore  form  no  opinions 
cither  way  about  them.  It  is  always  femewhat 
pleafmg  or  difpleafmg,  fomewhat  wedefire,  or  would 
avoid,  that  fixes  our  attention  on  any  kind  of  report 
and  its  vouchers ;  and  this  fomewhat  never  fails  to 
accompany  our  ailent  or  diflcnt,  giving  growth  and 
flrength  to  either,*  according  as  it  leans  its  wieighL 
The  whole  man,  animal,  as  well  as  rational,  concurs 
to  the  judgment  formed,  and  is  pleafed,  grieved,  or 
frightened,  as  faft  as  convinced.  Even  as  tp  matters 
purely  fpeculative,  if  any  fuch  there  arc,  curiofity 
and  vanity  engage  the  heart  as  warmly  fomictimes,  as 
intercft  in  regard  to  points  of  the  neareft  concern- 
ment; and  once  a  man  hath  efpoufed  an  opinion, 
though  of  .no  moment  to  any  mortal,  he  loves  and 
maintains  it,  now  that  it  is  his  own,  with  as  much 
fondnefs,  as  he  does  his  wife,  whom  he  wedded 
without  beauty,  merit  or^  fortune,  merely  to  pleaiie 
his  fancy.  The  merchant,  who  never  itirred  out  of 
Englandi  firmly  belieyes  there  is  fuch  a  place  as  Calecut 
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in  the  Eaft  Indies,  believes  it  with  plcafiire,  becaufe 
he  hopes  to  double  his  fortune  in  ten  years  by  a  trade 
to  that  faftory  ;  and  will  not,  without  the  utmoft 

K roofs,  be  perfuaded,  that  the  place,  with  one  half  of 
is  fortune,  is  now  in  the  enemy's  hands.  Is  this  all 
pure  intelleft  ?  Two  oppofite  lawyers,  though  neither 
caring  one  farthing  for  nis  caufe  or  client,  will  wran- 
gle, even  to  outrage,  about  the  merits  of  a  teftimony, 
that  is,  about  an  article  of  faith.  Is  all  this,  the 
paflion,  the  noife,  the  ill  words,  the  foam,  pure  in- 
telleft  ?  No,  faith  the  objc6lor,  it  is  only  the  heart 
Intruding  on  the  office  of  reafon  ;  and  I  fay,  the  ob- 
jeftion  is  but  the  fpawn  of  a  paflive  underftanding, 
forced  to  bear  and  nurfe  the  baftard  iflue  of  an  evil 
heart, 

*  -In  the  third  place,  were  Qiriftian  faith,  in  the  ob- 
jector's own  opinion,  a  belief  of  points  wholly  fpe- 
cularive,  it  is  very  ftrange,  he  (hould  neverthelels 
reprefent  it  as  a  mercenary  principle,  which  deftroys 
the  very  nature  of  virtue.  But  the  points,  he  (ays, 
are  in  themfelves  fpeculative.  '  Not  all  of  them  fure- 
ly  5  not  thefe,  that  God  will  one  day  judge  the  world, 
'and  reward  every  .inan  according  to  his  deeds.  Here 
certainly  morality  is  fomewhat  concerned.  Yes,  too 
much,  heirififtsj  and  inftances  the  dodlrine  of  the 
Triftity  as  wholly  fpeculative  and  tending,  in  no 
'meafure,  to  the  reformation  or  happinefs  of  mankind. 
The  objedion  is  the  child  of  grofs  ignorance' in  the 
Deift,  and  of  as  grofs  falfhood  in  the  Arian.  Befides, 
that  this  doftrine  is  interwoven  and  neceflarily  con- 
ne<5ted  with  the  intire  fyllem  of  Chriftian  morality ; 
I  would  a(k  the  objeftor,  whether  Deift  or  Arian, 
what  can  concern  a  man  more,  as  a  moral  agent, 
than  a  clear  conviction,  that  he  who  by  covenant 
adopts  him  for  a  fon  and  heir  of  eternal  life,  is,  or  is 
not  God?  that  he  >vho  redeems  him  from  eternal 
mifery  by  his  blood,  is,  or  is  not  God  ?'  that  he  who 
(enables  him  to 'keep  the  covenant,  and  make  his 

adoption 


^8  If^Uty  is  df  the  Ht^urt. 

iuhpiion  fure^  is^  or  is  not  God  P  and  that  it  is  his 
duty  to  love,  confide  in,  and  adore,  one  only,  or 
diree  Gods  ?  Take  this  matter  either  way,  whether 
as  a  Catholic,  or  an  Arian,  and  it  is  highly  pra<5tical 
and  moral,  if  there  is  a  right  and  wrong  in  the  con- 
duct of  noan  towards  God ;  if  there  is  morality  or 
goodnefs  in  a  ri^t  application  of  devotion  to  the 
proper  obje^ ;  itthe  evil  heart  of  unbelief  will  but 
tolerate  the  iirft,  as  well  as  fecond  table  of  God's 
law. 

Were  we  to  try  the  fourth  obje^idpQ,  which  makes 
both  faith,  and  (to  ferve  the  prefent  turn)  infidelity^ 
involuntary,  not  by  aiiy  foeculations,  but  by  real 
fadts  and  experiments,  we  mould  find  it  wholly  ab* 
furd.  If  one  man  alTents  to  the  truth  of  Chriflianity^ 
be  is  forced  truly  by  its  evidences  \  but  if  anotlier 
continues  in  infidelity,  then  the  evidence  is  defective; 
that  is,  without  any  alteration  in  itfelf,  it  is  both 
fufficieat  and  infufficient.  Who  fees  not  that  this 
difference  proceeds  from  the  difference  of  minds, 
thus  embracing  or  rejecting  it  ?  Now  place  this  dif- 
ference of  minds  in  what  you  will,  it  cannot  (hew 
itfelf,  without  liberty  at  leafl  in  one  of  the  parties; 
but  by  the  objedion,  no  man  is  at  liberty  to  diflent 
from  lufHcient,  nor  to  afTent  to  infufficient  evidence. 
The  truth  is,  every  man  hath  it  in  his  power  to  give, 
or  refufe  attention  to  the  vouchers  for  our  faith.  So 
far  every  man  is  free  to  make  the  firfl  ftep  towards 
faith  or  infidelity.  The  exercife  of  freedona  in 
the  fecond  is  not  fo  intelligible,  though  it  is  equally 
certain.  We  cannot  fee  how  it  is  that  a  man  opens 
his  mind  to  one  point,  and  fhuts  it  againft  another^ 
when  the  reafons  for  both  are  offered,  as  we  fee 
him  fhew  the  outward  figns  of  attention  or  negledt ; 
and  yet  there  is  nothing  more  evident,  than  that  every 
man  hath  a  power  of  doing  this,  hath  (bmething 
which  I  would  call  an  internal  or  mental  ear,  where 
the  will  eKercifes  an  authority. over  the  notices  or 
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afgumema  that  had  been  admitted  or  forced  in 
through,  die  outward  fenfes,  ftoppins  fome,  and 
fufFeriiig  ofheR  to  pafs  under  the  furmer  attention 
and  coDfideration  c^  the  mind.  Every  man  finds 
more  or  left  of  this  within  himfelf,  and  in  all  other 
men.  IF  th«e  is  any  ftich  thing  as  free  thinkings 
properly  fo  called,  it  confifts  in  making  both  thdte 
ftcps  withoiit  force  or  reftraint/  that  is^  in  opening 
not  only  the  outward,  but  inward  door  of  both  the 
rational  and  animal  foul,  to  all  forts  of  religious 
knowledge,  approaching  with  a  ibber  appearances 
That  man  is  not  free  to  think  right,  who  <:annot 
think  wroi^,  as  he  only  is  at  liberty  to  do  good, 
who  can  do  evil.  It  mtill:  be  confefled,  there  are  at* 
tefted  truths,  which  no  man  in  his  fen(es  can  avoid 
beKeving  But  then  there  are  a  far  greater  number 
of  others,  againft  which  fo  much  may  be  [rfaufibly 
find,  that  there  is  room  enough  left  for  interelt,  pre* 
judice,  8rc.  to  ftrike  in,  and  help  the  mind  to  be* 
lieve,  or  disbelieve,  asit  pleafes. 

Id  the  fifth  place,  if  it  is  in  any  meafure  a  work  of 
the  heart  to  believe  in  the  gofpel ;  if  this  belief  is  in 
any  degree  practical ;  and  if  believing  or  not  believ- 
ing, is  at  all  in  our  eledlion  ;  then  fo  far  is  Chriftian 
£aith  an  exercife  of  freedom,  and  therefore  may  be  a 
virtue.  To  make  it  highly  fuch,  nothing  more  is  re- 
quired, but  that  he  who  embraces  it,  (hould  have 
aone  this  on  rational  convidtion,  and  have  been  pre* 
vioofly  acquainted  with  the  feverity  of  its  morality. 
Now  as  there  is  no  going  rationally  into  this  faith  by 
halves;  but  the  whote  man,  underfbnding,  heart,  will, 
paffion%  aflfedions,  muft  either  receive  it  all,  or  re- 
jedt  it  all ;  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  a  choice  of  faith 
or  infidelity  comes  to  be  made,  on  motives  of  virtue 
or  vice,  in  any  mind ;  the  arguments  for  faith,  whe- 
dytr  fufficient  or  not,  ftill  remaining  the  fame  in 
themfeh^es.  If  the  Chriftian  fyftem  of  m(M:als  is 
virtuous,  then  he  who  giv^  a  cl(^  attention  to  thofo 
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arguments,  is  fo  for  virtuous  and  rewardable ;  and 
he  who  refufes  fuch  attention,  fo  far  vicious,  and  pu- 
nilhable ;  chiefly  indeed  on  this  account,  that  the 
giver  voluntarily  and  ingenuoufly  feeks  for  argu- 
ments to  enforce  on  his  mind  a  principle  of  felf-deni-* 
al  and  mortification  ;  he  courts  the  frowns  of  virtue ; 
:  while  the  refufer  bafely  courts  the  fmiles  of  vice,  and 
turns  a  deaf  ear  to*eyery  argument  for  Chriftianity, 
becaufe  he  is  determined  to  have  no  internal  check 
upon  his  inclinations,  nothing  to  repruve  bis  evil 
deeds. 

But  virtue,  the  objeftor  fays,  confifts  in  adkion, 
not  in  articles  of  faith ;  and  I  a(k,  whoever  aded 
rightly,  that  had  not  firft  thought  juftly  ?  what  are 
adtions  without  principles  ?  or  may  not  an  article  of 
faith  become  a  principle  of  adkion  ?  what  if  I  (hould 
fay,  all  virtue  confifts  entirely  in  principle,  in  the 
principles,  whereby  the  paflions  are  corredted,  and 
the  will  governed  ?  He  furely  may  be  a  man  of  high 
virtue,  who  outwardly  cannot  adl  at  all ;  and  every  one 
knowjs,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  good  done  in  the  world, 
for  which  the  doers  deferve  to  be  feverely  puniftied. 

But  althou^  it  (hould  be  granted,  that  virtue 
confifts  only  in  aftion,  niay  we  not  aflc,  whether  this 
is  the  aftion  of  foul  or  body  ?  Of  the. foul  undoubt-> 
edly,  for  the  body  adts  not,  but  is  adted  <m.  Faith  then 
may  be  an  adtion ;  and  the  faying  of  our  Saviour, 
fometimes  fneered  at,  be  found  highly  proper,  this  is 
the  work  of  God^  that  ye  believe  on  him  whom  be  bath 
fent.  If  God  did  really  fend  him,  to  believe  on 
him,  and  take  up  the  crofs,  and  follow  him,  which 
are  not  fo  much  confequences,  as  eflential  ingredi- 
ents of  that  belief,  muft  be,  not  only  a  work,  but  a 
work  of  virtue,  truly  great  in  itfelf,  and  highly 
pleafing  to  God 

But,  waving  the  whole  argument  on  the  fubjedk 
of  free-thinking  in  regard  to  taith ;  is  there  no  vir- 
tue where  the  judgment  is  compelled,  and  the  adtion, 
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naturally  refulting  from  that  judgment,  is  in  itfelf  a 
good  aftion  ?  Is  not  murder  unlawful  ?  Yes.  Is  it 
poflible  for  reafon  to  judge  otherwife  of  it  ?  No.  b 
not  the  heart  ftruck  with  horror  at  the  thoughts  of 
c<Mnmitting  it  ?  It  is. 

Is  not  the  abhorrence  of  murder,  in  itfelf,  and 
previous  to  all  a6ts  of  tcndemels  and  humanity,  a 
virtuous  principle  ?  Does  the  acknowledged  force  on 
our  judgment  in  this  cafe  take  away  all  hope  of  re- 
ward from  him  who  generoufly  forgives  his  enemy, 
and  beftows  him  his  life,  when  he  hath  him  in  his 
power,  as  David  did  by  Saul  ?  Was  it  no  virtue  in 
David  thus  to  fpare  a  life  fpent  in  repeated  attempts 
to  take  away  his }  Or  does  it  follow,  that  becaufe 
God  gave  us  our  reafon,  freedom,  and  moral  fenfe  of 
horror  at  the  crime,  it  is  therefore  no  virtue  to  avoid 
it?  Now,  faith,  whether  the  effedt  of  reafon  or 
grace,  is  equally  the  gift  of  God.  Were  its  evi- 
dence comptrifory,  it  would  be  but  on  a  footing  with 
the  moral  fenfe.  But  whereas  its  evidence  may  be 
freely  rejefted  or  embraced  ;  and  whereas  its  genuine 
fruits  are  feen  in  an  abfence  of  every  vice,  and  the  pro- 
duction of  every  virtue ;  how  grofs  is  the  bigotry  of 
our  infidels  who  will  not  allow  it  to  be  virtuous! 
Thefe  men  muft  give  up  their  principle,  or  confefs, 
they  themfelves  have  no  virtue,  but  when  they  judge 
by  faculties,  not  received  from  God,  and  chufe  their 
own  conviAions  independent  of  evidence. 
-  To  conclude  on  this  head,  reafon  hath  its  influence 
on  die  will ;  but  paflion,  appetite,  aflfedlion^  have 
theirs  too;  and  the  will,  guided  by  the  one  party, 
tramples  on  the  other,  and  determines  in  all  fuch 
debates^  as  this  about  the  vouchers  for  Chriftian 
faith,  whether  evidence  iball,  or  (hall  not  be  recei- 
ved ;  whether,  in  cafe  it  fliould  chance  to  be  obtru- 
ded, it  (hall,  or  (hail  not  be  confidcred ;  and  if  con- 
fidered,  whether  with  that  care  and  impartiality 
which  a  matter  of  fuch  high  concernment  demands. 
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Of  all  men,  I  (hould  think  there  was  lead  oocafion 
for  proving  to  one  who  is  now  a  libertine  in  principle, 
only  becaufe  he  was  firft  a  libertine  b  practice,  that 
the  heart  or  animal  part  of  us,  by  one  means  or  others- 
prompts  the  mind  to  fome  opinions,  or  withholds  it 
from  others,  and  leads  men  into,  or  out  of  principles. 
Were  it  not  tliat  the  animal  is  very  predominant  ia 
him,  hemig^teafily  be  made  fenfibie,  that  Chriftiah 
faith  isfofar  from  being  no  virtue,  that  it  is  really  a 
perfed  fummary,  and  the.  higheil  improvemeot  of 
all  virtues.  True  j^ilofophy  had  reduced  all  the  vir- 
tues to  one,  that  is, .  fortitude.  Arid  what  is.tnie 
fortitude,  but  confidence  P  or  true .  confidence,  but 
^ith  and  truft,  not  in  fortune,  not  in  the  multitude^ 
not  in  man,  the  dependance  of  fools ;  nor  in  ourfelves^ 
the  dependance  of  vam  and  conceited  fools  ;  but  in 
God*  in  ahnighty  wifdbm  and  eoodnefs?  Is  not 
diis  faith,  temperance,  in  as  much  as  it  keeps  us 
within  the  bounds  of  moderation,  when  appetite  and 
defire  allure  us  to  exceft  i  Is  it  not  prudence,  as  it 
(hews  us  the  true,  the  important  end,  or  chief  good^ 
of  our  being,  and  points  to  the  means  of  attaining  that 
end  ?  Is  it  not  juflice,  as  it  fixes  our  eyes  on  the  final 
determb^tion  of  our  lot  before  the  tribunal  of  uner- 
rmg  rectitude,  and  bids  \is  make  the.  juftice  of  God 
the  rule  and  motive  of  all  our  adtions  ?  And  is  it  not 
fortitude,  as  it  pitferves  us  undaunted  and  invincible 
in  ail  trials? 

As  to  the  fixth  ol^edion,  that  the  rewards  and  pu- 
nifhments  propofed  to  faith  and  infidelity,  make 
faith  itfelf  and  sdl  its  effe£b  mercenary,  and  fo  defhx>y 
the  very  nature  of  virtue  ^  let  the  infidel'  himfeUF 
ihew,  that  faith  follows  evidence,  and  cannot  be 
bribod  by  rewards ;  and  that  infidelity  is  never 
fouiKl  but  for  want  oi  evidence,  and  therefore  can^ 
not  be  terrified  by  punifbments.  For  our  own  part, 
we  fhall  readily  and  hiuabiy  confefs  the  effefts  of 
our  faith  to  be  CQercenary,  if  it  is  mercenary  to  em^ 
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brace  virtue,  not  only  for  her  own  beauty,  but  for 
her  dowry  of  endlefs  honour  and  happinefs ;  if  it  is 
mercenary  to  love  her  byt  the  fiikc  of  her  author  and 
^ver ;  and  to  do  good  on  fome  reafon,  and  for  fome 
end.  Nsqi)  we  cbnfefs  further,  that  whereas  fbe  is 
fometimes  exceedingly  ihocking  to  our  Weak  and  de- 
gienerate  nature,  we  ftand  in  need  of  her  hi^eft  en- 
coaiagements  to  preferve  us  fteadily  attached  to  her. 

Vice,  on  the  other  hand^  does  not  always  look  fo 
n^y,  as  they  who  have  taken  her  to  pieces  report 
her.  She  paints  with  infinite  art,  wears  aU  drefles^ 
eiQsecially  thofe  mod  in  fafhbn,  keeps  the  beft  comr 
pany,  and  by  candle-li^t  eclipfes  all  the  other  beauties. 
Now^  rather  than  fall  into  her  hands,  we  am  humtde 
enough  to  Uefs  our  faith  i<x  (hewing  us  her  fcr|>entint 
tail  and  fting.  It  may  be  mercenary,  it  may  be 
mean-fpinted  and  flavifh,  to  owe  our  l&foy  to  tRii 
fight ;  but  it  can  never  deftroy  the  nature  of  out  vir-^- 
fue,  wtuch  difdains  not  the  ufe  of  fear^  li  it  wersb\lt 
for  this  reaRxi,  that  X3od  haith  ni^de  it  a  paft  of  oor 
nature^  and  that  for  excelleoit  purpofes^  as  not  oofy 
we,  btit  aU  the  legiftatois  thdt  ever  lited,  hav^  found 
by  experience.  We  even  pcefiiite  to  think^  that  a 
fimU  raixtiire  of  oar  gr ofa  mercenary  hopes  and  &afS 
would  do  no  harm  int  thephilofepbicvntue  of  eonr. 
acquaiotdnces,  irere  it  but  yoSi  enough  to  make  it 
vifiblcy  for  really  at  pre&nt  their  love  of  virtue  and 
hatred  of  vice^  are  fo  exceifively  refined^  thaty  to  m^ 
diaary  c^es,  the  difference  is  b^ly  percqxible. 

The  laft  ol^eaion,  that  .iaith  ol  any  kind  is  fel-^ 
don  fouod^  bdt  in  weak  and  fuperftitious  minds,  isl 
to  be  underibaod  as  a  flout!  at  the  profeffors  <if  att 
tndiftionary  religions,  rather  than  as  a  reflection  dd^ 
fervicg  notice.  I  (hould  perhaps  have  faid  nothing  o£ 
ift  here>  were  it  not  ftrong^y  echoed  by  a  j^aended 
party  ^  Quriftians,  the  Ariaas,  Lnoean^  who  cry  up 
moirality  acd  run  down  faidv  as  if  the  one  were  juft 
going  to  deftmy  the  other.    This  however  they  did 
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not  db,  till  they  had  firft  vilified  the  perfon  of  Chrift, 
who  promifes  falvation  to  faith.  For  my  part,  who 
own  no  fpcculative  principles  of  religion,  who  look 
on  the  heart  and  will  as  equally  concerned  with  the 
underftanding,  in  every  thing  to  be  believed,  I  can- 
not help  regarding  thefe  diftindtions  between  articles 
-of  faith  and  principles  of  practice,  as  laying  the 
pick-axe  to  the  very  foundation  of  Chriftianity,  as  fe- 
parating  its  foul  from  its  body.  However,  as  they 
cried  up  the  one  only  to  run  down  the  other,  they 
haveof  Jate  made  equally  free  with  both,  and  im- 
proved fo  well  on  the  cafuiflry  of  the  Jefuits,  that  an 
equivocation  comes  as  readily  to  them  in  practice,  as 
in  fpeculation  ;  and  if  we  will  but  putourfelves  for  a 
little  time  Under  their  tuition,  we  who  could  not 
ptadife  as  we  formerly  believed,  may  have  the 
pleafure  to  hope,  we  (hall  foon  believe,  as  we  now 
pra£tife.  '--  * 

•Be  this  as  it  will,  it  is  but  charity  to  wifh  thefe 
ovcrgrowir  mbralifts,  logethei  with  their  friends, 
the  more  f(?eptical  kind  of  Deifts,  an  ifland  or 
world  to  th^mfelvcs ;  that  they  might  fully  experi- 
ence the  fweets  of  living  without  hiftories  of  pad 
times';  without  any  records  of  rights,  titles,  proper- 
ties, prior  to  their  newly,  acquired  poffeflions ;  with- 
out magiftrates,  for  who  is  to  be  trufted  with  power  ? 
Without  trials  or  witnefles,  for  there  is  to  be  no  re- 
port; without  borrowing,  lending,  fending  or  receiv- 
ing meflages,  or  tranfading  bufmefs  of  any  kind  by 
others ;  without  a  poflibirlity  of  extending  commerce 
farther,  than  each  perfon  could  carry  his  own  goods, 
^d  bring  back  what  he  buys ;  without  honefty ;  or 
at  leaft  for  want  of  truft  and  confidence,  without 
the  ufe  of  it ;  abandoned  to  fraud,  or  perpetual  fuf- 
picions  of  it,  without  reniedy ;  unable  to  bear  one 
another,  or  liv6  together,  and  quite  incredulous  of 
any-  other  world  or  ifland,  to  which  they  might  ef- 
cape.     See  what  is  loft  by  a  want  of  faith  !  were  it 
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not  as  wife  a  way  to  believe  every  thing  that  is  told 
one  ? 

How  circumfcribed  a  being  is  man  in  point  of 
knowledge,  and  of  all  that  dignity  and  happinefa 
which  refult  from  ufeful  knowledge,  if  without 
faith !  if  ftiut  in,  and  confined  to  the  narrow  limits 
of  his  own  fenfory !  How  little  can  he  find  out  of 
thofe  things  which  tend  moft  to  the  improvement  of 
his  mind,  and  to  the  comfortable,  not  to  fay,  orna- 
mental accommodation  of  life,  if  he  will  not  hear 
and  believe,  as  well  as  fee,  feel,  and  tafte  -,  if  he 
will  not  truft  and  confide,  as  well  as  demonilrate ! 

How,  on  the  other  hand,  is  he  enlarged  by  faith 
in  men !  feeing  with  the  eyes  of  all  men !  hearing 
with  the  ears  of  the  whole  fpecies,  from  the  earlieft 
ages  to  the  prefent,  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth ! 
and  cheaply  appropriating  to  himfelf  the  dear-bought 
experience  ot  all  mankind  !  How  much  further  ftill 
are  his  views  carried  by  divine  faith  into  the  real  na- 
ture and  ufe  of  things  here,  whereof  the  infidel  fees 
only  the  furface !  How  far  beyond  thefe  again,  into 
regions  of  glorious,  important,  and  otherwife  unat*. 
tainable  knowledge!  into  new  worlds!  into  the 
world  of  fpirits,  his  kindred  fpirits !  into  th^  court; 
and  to  the  throne  of  the  heavenly  king !  into  the 
abyfs  of  his  own  immortality  !  into  the  abyfs  of  al- 
mighty wifdom,  exerted  in  the  works  of  creation  and 
providence !  into  the  abyfs  of  almighty  love,  exem- 
plified in  the  condefcenhon  of  a  fuf&rin^  and  aiTift- 
ing  God,  for  his  eternal  falvation,  for  his  falvation, 
who  had  corrupted  his  own  nature,  proved  ungrate- 
ful for  all  other  bleilings,  and  even  pofecuted  his  be- 
nefa6tor !    crucified  his  divine  redeemer  ! 

What  a  narrow  heart  hath  unbelief!  How  great 
a  coward  is  the  infidel !  who  dare  not  believe  in 
thefe  things  becaufe  they  are  fo  great !  who  dare 
not  believe  in  the  miracles  of  Chrift,  notwithftand- 
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Howfoever  hard  it  may  be  to  prove  a  fingle  one 
of  thefe  negatives  (and  certain  it  is,  there  can  be  no 
proof  for  any  of  them)  yet  he  believes  them  all ; 
and  to  get  rid  of  the  gofpel  hiftory,  believes  in  the 
faHity,  or  at  leaft  utter  uncertainty,  of  all  hiftory. 
This  faith  begins  in  the  heart,  and  is  at  firft  only  a 
violent  paflion  or  defire  of  fomewhat,  which  chriftian 
faith  would  mortify.  This  defire  foon  improves  into 
a  vehement  widi  for  impunity  on  a  full  gratification. 
This  wifh  looks  out  with  extreme  anxiety  for  argu- 
ments againft  the  truth  of  Chriftianity  ;  finds  many» 
for  all  things  are  difputable  in  fuch  a  pinch ;  and 
finds  them  all  demonftrative,  for  what  is  not,  that 
indulges  defire,  and  gratifies  the  wilhes  of  an  heart, 
fo  difpofed.  Thus  the  underftanding,  weak  enough 
in  itfelf,  and  ill  informed  as  to  the  evidences  of  reve- 
lation, gives  way,  and  refigns  its  aJflent  to  the  pref- 
fing  neceflities  of  the  whole  man ;  an^  fo  faith  is 
hiade  perfeft. 

'  This  faith  now,  as  foon  as  it  is  firmly  eftabliflied 
in  the  mind,  becomes  the  fubftance  or  fupport  of 
fine  things  hoped  for,  fuch  as,  of  life  without  fick- 
nefs  of  end  ;  of  riches  without  bounds ;  of  pleafures 
without  controul  or  fatiety  ;  of  power  unlimited ; 
of  honours  above  competition,  beyond  comparifon^ 
and  even  equal  to  ambition.  This  faith  alfo  becomes 
the  evidence  of  thefe  things,  though  as  yet  unfeen  ; 
fuflScient  evidence  to  wifhes  fo  very  fond,  that  all 
things  thus  hoped  for,  may,  by  an  unwearied  appli- 
cation of  the  virtues  and  good  works,  confequent  to 
fuch  a  fort  of  faith,  fuch  as  cunning,  fraud,  force, 
oppreflion,  gaming,  bribing,  flattering,  drinking, 
wenching,  be  fully  obtained  and  enjoyed.  It  is  true, 
nature  itfelf,  and  all  experience  join  to  refute  this 
evidence,  but  in  vain.  The  believer  I  am  fpeaking 
of,  unJhaken  in  his  dependance  on  it,  amidft  the 
j  rub  of  accidents,   crofles,  difappointments,  ficknefe, 

j  deaths,   purfues  that  ftill  unfeen,   untafted,    unfelt 
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contentment,  hoped  for  on  the  evidence  of  his  faith, 
to  which  he  lives  a  confeflbr,  and  dies  a  nriarryr, 
fighting  for  a  woman,  or  grafping  his  bag,  or 
fcheming  the  future  grandeur  of  his  family,  or  or- 
dering a  magnificent  monument  for  his  body.  O 
the  power  of  this  faith !  Great  parent  of  all  the  he- 
roifm  celebrated  in  profane  hiftory,  and  of  ten  thou- 
(and  times  more,  as  perfeft,  and  as  far  purfued,  in 
every  rank  and  comer  of  the  world,  but  modeftly 
concealed  firom  the  regifters  of  glory.  How  might 
chriflian  faith,  in  the  prefent  low  ebb  of  her  in- 
fluence, envy  thee  the  number  and  greatnefs  of  thy 
exploits,  did  (he  fee  with  thy  eyes !  But,  if  we  may 
believe  her,  the  opticks  fhe  employs,  penetrate  the 
prefent  general  mafquerade  of  perfons  and  things, 
and  plainly  difcover,  under  all  this  (hew,  a  fet  of 
fhocking  realities,  which  draw  her  tears,  which  drew 
the  blood  of  her  author,  and  which  death,  feen  only 
by  her,  is  dealing  to  lay  bare  iinder  the  uplifted  arm 
of  vengeance. 

Men  mufl:  ceafe  to  be  rrien,  before  they  ceafe  to 
be  believers.  However,  that  believing  depends,  in  a 
great  meafure,  on  ourfelyes,  is,  I  think,  plain  enough 
to  experience,  as  to  the  points,  affirmatively  or  ne- 
gatively to  be  believed.  '  That  believing  in  Chrift  is 
alfo,  with  his  promifed  afliftance,  in  our  power,  we 
Chriftians  muft  infer  from  his  command,  ye  believe  in 
Gody  believe  alfo  in  me  \  for  why  a  command  when 
there  is  no  power  to  perform  ?  Or  why  (hall  he  think 
it  odd,  that  Qirift  fhould  make  faith  in  himfelf,  and 
in  the  miraculous  atteftation  of  his  miifion,  the  mat- 
ter of  a  command  ?•  he,  I  fay,  who  will  huff  excef- 
fively,  if  not  believed  on  his  bare  word.  It  is  furely 
as  rcafonaWe  to  command  belief,  on  high  evidence, 
as  to  be  angry  at  the  want  of  it,  on  none. 

It  is  plain  to  a  man  of  true  underftanding,  that 
his  believing  a  well-attefted  truth  depends  on  his  ad- 
mitting, that  is,  on  his  candidly  weighing  the  evi- 
dence; 
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dencc ;  and  his  not  believing,  or  a  n^gled  or  refu- 
fal  of  that  evidence.  It  is  pUin  Hkewife,  that  he 
is  at  liberty  to  do  either.  It  is  {^in  therefore  to  him 
that  a  command  to  weigh  the  evidences  of  revealed 
religion,  if  they  are  found  fufficient,  is  the  f^me  as  a 
comnriand,  to  believe,  and  highly  reafonable  in  itfelf. 
Senfible  of  this,  and  well  aware  of  the  rnifchiefs  at- 
tending both  the  extremes  of  credulity  ^nd  incredu- 
lity, in  matters  of  religious  faith,  he  keeps  the  me- 
dium, and  cafting  the  clear  and  fteady  eye  of  a  well- 
poifed  judgment  on  both  fides,  with  pity  for  the  mi- 
ferable  weaknefs  of  thofe  who  believe  every  thing, 
and  contempt  for  the  pride  of  thoie  who  will  believe 
nothing,  he  moves  right  on  to  his  purpofe  with  equal 
deliberatbn  and  expedition.  He  is  refolute,  becaufe 
he  Hnows  he  is  right  •,  and  his  wifdotn  (erv^s  Wm  for 
fortitude.  He  does  not  take  all  men  for  cheats  and 
liars,  merely  becauf^  he  hath  met  with  a  majority  of 
deceitful  p^ple;  nor  all  religions  for  impoAnre, 
merely  becaufe  he  hath  obferved  a  clear  proof  of  it 
in  many.  No,  he  is  fura,  there  muft  be  a  true  reli- 
gion )  he  knows  there  muft  be  fufficient  fign^  and 
evidence  of  its  truths  he  knows  what  thefe  are; 
and,  when  he  fees  them,  inftead  of  doubting,  tri- 
fling, hefitating  belief,  he  clofes  bcJdly,  unde^nd- 
ing  and  heart,  with  that  trudi,  and  refts  in  it,  as  in 
the  native  element  of  his  mind.  Knowing  his  own 
corruptions,  with  their  unhappy  effe^s,  and  fenfible, 
that  chriftian  faith  alone  is  qualified  to  reform  them, 
in  the  fpirit  of  an  int€lie<5tual  hero,  he  arms  himfelf 
widi  that  to  fubdue  and  govern  the  rebd  animal 
witliip  him.  The  animal  firft  fubmits,  then  willing- 
ly receives  the  eafy  yoke,  and  afterwards  rejoices  in 
it,  as  the  glorious  badge  of  moral  liberty. 

As  faith  is  weak  in  ibme,  dead  ip  others,  and  even 
expofed  to  the  danger  of  a  total  extindion  in  every 
man  ;  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  this,  man,  as  well  as  of 
other  lefs  determined  believers,  to  pray  eameftly  that 
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bis  faith  fail  nof ;  to  medicate  and  watch,  that  be 
nuff  Jiand  fafi  in  the  fmtb ;  to  give  his  faith  ccmti- 
nual  es^ctfe  in  good  works»  left  he  fhould  be  found 
at  laft  to  hwt  hclieved  in  vain. 

It  is  an  f afy  matter  to  profcfs  Chriftianity,  to  fol- 
low its  author,  and  crowd  about  him,  as  numbers 
do^  icme  for  a  name ;  fome  for  a  cloke ;  ibme  for 
the  loav^;  (bm^  for  the  bag,  and  what  is  put  there- 
in ;  moft  becaufe  they  were  bred  up  in  this  way,  and 
would  go  any  where  .in  a  crowd.  But  this  is  not  to 
put  OH  Ckrifi  himfdf.  It  is  only  to  cloath  ourfelves 
in  his  coatt  a3  his  enemies  did,  and  ftill  may  do.  It 
is  not  tp  join  ouiielves  efl^ually  to  him,  or  to  par- 
take of  his  fpirit,  or  to  imbibe  his  power.  Nothing, 
but  a  lively,  operative,  fruitful  faith,  can  bring  us 
into  true  qonta^  and  union  with  this  fource  of  fpiri- 
tual  health  and  life.  To  illuftrate  and  urge  a  doc- 
trine, fo  neceflary  to  be  feelingly  underftood  and  re* 
ceived,  take  a  fadt,  which  may  ferve  on  this  occafion 
as  a  parable. 

As  Jefus  is  going  with  a  ruler  of  the  fynagogue  to 
heal  his  daughter,  behold  what  multitudes  of  people 
follow  him !  how  they  throng  him !  how  they  prefs 
on  him  from  all  fides,  and,  with  a  mixture  of  admi- 
ration and  rudenefs  would  rather  incommode  and 
juftle  him,  than  be  thrown  at  a  diftance !  Of  all  this 
crowd  that  hung  fo  clofe  upon  him,  one  poor  diftem- 
pered  woman  only  was  healed  of  her  difeafe.  He 
felt  the  touch  of  faith ;  and  perceiving  that  virtue 
bad  gone  out  of  bitn^  turned  bim  about  and  faid^  wbo 
touched  my  clothes?  This  queftion  aftonilhed  even 
his  profelfed  difciples.  Thou  feeft^  faid  they^  the 
multitude  thronging  thee^  and  fayeft  thou^  who  touched 
me?  n 

The  Chriftian  world  may  fee  itfelf  in  this  crowd. 
How  many  thoufands  of  us  do  but  fhoulder  the  Sa- 
viour of  the  world,  by  our  formal^  nominal,  intereft- 
ed,    hypocritical   profeifions!    rather  hindering   his 
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progrefs,  than  forwarding  our  own,  towards  the  true 
ends  of  religion !  while  one  in  a  multitude  hath 
faith  fufficient  to  extraft  that  virtue  from  him,  by 
which  alone  the  cure  of  our  fpiritual  maladies  can  be 
wrought !  what  fignify  profeffions !  what  indeed  fig- 
nifies  preaching,  as  I  do !  or  hearing  as  you  do !  if, 
for  want  of  this  faith,  no  power  is  drawn,  even  from 
the  fountain  of  power  to  invigorate  the  former,  or 
enliven  the  latter  f 

May  the  God  of  bope^  my  brethren,  imprels  both 
on  your  underftandings  and  hearts,  a  lively  faith; 
may  he  give  you  grace  to  retain  the  joy  and  confidence 
of  bopCy  founded  on  this  faith,  firm  to  the  end ;  may 
h&  fill  you  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing^  through 
God  our  Saviour,  to  whom,  with  God  the  Father, 
and  God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  all  might,  majefty, 
dignity,  and  dominion,  henceforward,  and  forever- 
more.    Amen. 


DIS- 


DISCOURSE    III. 

Right  Reafon  faith,  Believe  in  God. 

Rom.  iv.  3. 

fVbat  faith  the  Scripture  ?    Abraham  believed  God^ 
and  it  was  counted  unto  bim  for  righteoufnefs. 

THE  moft  important  di(j>ute  at  prcfent 
among  the  profeflbrs  of  Chriftianity,  is 
that  about  the  authority  of  Scripture  in  re  • 
vealing  and  prefer ibing,  and  the  prerogative  of  rea- 
fon in  expounding  and  underftanding  the  language 
of  Scripture.  They  who  call  themfelves  the  advo- 
cates of  reafon  fay,  it  is  impofTible  for  them  to  be- 
lieve or  obey  any  thing,  though  appearing  to  come 
from  God,  but  that  which  is  in  itfelf  agreeable  to 
their  own  reafon,  whereby  alone,  they  fay,  God 
hath  enabled  them  to  judge  and  determine  between 
truth  and  error,  right  and  wrong.  Accordingly, 
when  the  plain  fenfe  of  Scripture  clafties  with  their 
reafon,  they  claim  a  right  to  look  for  another,  more 
agreeable  to  that,  though  lefs  fo  to  the  words. 

This  now  is  called  infidelity.,  deifm,  and  didtating 
to  Cod,  by  thqfe  who  undertake  the  defence  of  that 
authority,  wherewith,  they  fay,  the  Scriptures  are 
delivered  to  mankind.     All   the  prerogative  thefe 
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men  will  allow  to  reafon  here,  though  it  were  the 
reafon  of  a  Newton,  is  that  of  a  mere  interpreter, 
whofe  fole  bufinefs  it  is  to  find  out  the  plain,  natu- 
ral, and  confident  fenfe  of  God's  words ;  and  then 
believe  or  obey  that  fenfe,  as  the  affertion  or  com- 
mand of  God,  thou^  ever  fo  irreconcileable  to  her 
judgment,  had  it  been  the  aflertion  or.  command  of 
any  but  God. 

The  former  boldly  maintain,  God  could  never  re- 
quire this  of  us,  becaufe  it  is,  in  their  opinion,  de- 
ftroying  the  nature  he  hath  given  us,  is  extinguifli- 
ing  his  candle  in  the  (bul,  and  leaving  us  expofed  to 
all  manner  of  errors  afterwards ;  for  what  is  there, 
but  reafon,  to  diftinguifli  them  from  truth  ? 

The  latter  as  boldly  infill,  that  when  God  fpeaks 
the  common  language  of  men,  he  means  to  he  un- 
derftood  by  all  men ;  and  that  reafon  knows  no  prin- 
ciple, no  truth,  more  to  be  depended  on,  efpecially 
in  things  above  reafon,  than  the  word  of  God. 

Which  of  thefe  are  in  the  right,  will  beft  appear 
by  a  fad  exaftly  in  point.  This  will  be  found  in 
the  inftance  of  Abraham's  faith,  and  the  approbation 
of  God,  repeatedly  given  to  that  faith. 

What  that  faith  was,  I  fhall^  in  the  firft  place 
Ihew  from  the  Scriptures  relating  thereto. 

Secondly,  I  (hall  (hew,  why  it  was  counted  to 
him  for  nghteoufnefs,  that  is,  highly  approved  by 
God,  as  an  adt  of  faving  virtue,  having  firfl  laid  b^ 
fore  you  the  true  meaning,  or  fenfe  wherein  the  word 
righteoufnefi  is  here  to  be  taken. 

And  thirdly,  I  (hall  prove,  that  his  faith  is  reconcv- 
mended  to  us,  not  only  as  a  pattern  and  model  for 
ours,  but  as  that  very  faith  which  will  be  imputed 
to  all  who  have  it,  as  righteoufnefs,  no  ie{s  than  it 
was  to  Abraham. 

That  we  may,  in  the  firft  place,  clearly  conceive 
what  the  faith  of  Abraham  waa,  it  will  be  requifite 
to  attend  a  little  to  the  trials  it  underwent,  and  the 

proofs 
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proofs  it  gave  of  itfelf,  as  fet  forth  in  the  hiftory  of 
this  patriarch. 

The  firft  proof  given  of  his  &ith  was,  when  God 
conunandcd  him  to  quit  his  country,  his  kindred^ 
and  his  father's  houfe  in  Hamn,  and  to  remove  into 
the  land  of  the  Ginaanites,  where  he  piomifed  to 
make  o/bm  a  great  natwu^  and  in  him  to  blefs  all  the 
families  of  tbe  earth.  The  love  of  his  country,  his 
fatiier's  houfe,  and  his  relations,  was  no  hindranoe  to 
his  obedience  on  this  occafion.  He  did  not  fet  tbe 
comforts  he  enjoyed  in  a  place  corrupted  with  ido- 
latry, in  oompetidon  with  the  promiies  of  God,  but 
immediately  renounced  tlfcm  all,  and  went  inio  a 
foreign  country,  wberein  nane  inheritance  for  the 
prdGent  was  given  him,  no  not  fa  much  as  to  fet  bis 
foot  on.  But  whereas  God  promUed  to  give  it  to  bim 
for  a  pojfeffion^  and  to  bis  feed  after  bim^  he  went,  re- 
lying on  this  promife,  when  as  yet  he  had  no  child, 
nor  any  natural  profpe^t  of  children,  for  his  wife 
was  unfruitful  On  a  renewal  of  this  promife,  ibme 
time  after  hb  removal,  be  refted  fatisfied,  till  God 
appearing  again  to  him  in  a  vifioc,  and  encouraging 
him  with  ftroQg  aflurances  of  his  prate^on,  the  pa^ 
triafch  modeftly  expoftulatcd  with  the  Lord  on  his 
bong  €hildlG&^  and  havti^  then  received  a  promtfe 
of  iUue,  be  believed  in  the  Lordy  and  it  was  counted  ut 
bim  for  rigbteonfmefsj  even  then  when  the  iraproba- 
t^lity  of  Ufl  having  a  (on,  arifmg  from  his  own  and 
his  wife's  age^  tho'  very  great,  was  not  yet  come  to 
thebei^. 

But  about  fifteen  yeara  afterwards,  when  Abnham 
was  now  very  near  an  hundred,  and  his  wife  ninety 
years  oM,  God  prormfed  to  give  him  a  fon  by  her  • 
naving  ioceivcd  an  afluranoe  q£  this  moft  extraordi. 
nary  event  with  a  mixture  of  joy  and  wonder,  be 
daggered  not  at  tbe  trmife  of  God  through  unbeliefs 
but  was  ftrong  in  faith^  giving  glory  to  Gody  and  be-- 
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ing  fully  perfuaded^  that  what  be  bad  prtmifed^  be 
was  able  to  perform. 

At  this  time,  the  proriiife,  which  God  had  given 
to  Adam,  that  the  feed  of  tbe  woman  fbould  bruife 
tbe  head  of  theferpenty  whereof,  under  the  name  of 
his  covenant,  he  appears  to  have  reminded  Noah, 
both  before  and  after  the  deluge,  and  wherewith  he 
had  once  already  formally  confirmed  the  faith  of 
Abraham,  under  the  fame  name  of  his  covenant,  is 
now  renewed  to  hihi,  to  his  fon  Haac,  yet  unborn, 
and  to  all  his  pofterity  by  that  fon,  ftill  under  the 
name  of  God's  covenant,  with  the  fign  or  fcal  of  cir- 
cumcifion  added. 

In  due  time  after  this  laft  promife  of  a  fon  made 
to  Abraham,  Sarah  actually  brought  him  a  fon, 
whom  he  circumcifed,  and  called  by  the  name  of 
Ifaac. 

The  faith  of  Abraham,  thus  already  tried  and 
approved,  is  to  be  brought  to  a  yet  fcverer  teft  than 
even  Altho'  the  covenaijt,  as  we  have  juft  now 
feen,  was  eilablifhed  with  liaac  as  well  as  Abraham ; 
altho'  in  virtue  of  that  covenant,  a  promife  was  gi- 
ven, that  great  and  numerous  nations  (hould  defoend 
from  Ifaac ;  and  altho*  in  him  a  bledtng  had  been 
repeatedly  promifed  to  all  the  other  nations  of  the 
earth  *  yet  his  father  is  commanded  by  God  to  flay 
and  facrificc  this  very  fon,  now  five  and  twenty  years 
old,  as  yet  unmarried  and  childlefs:  And  behold  ! 
Abraham  builds  an  altar,  by  the  exprefs  appoint- 
ment of  God  on  mount  Moriah,  where  Chrift  our  fa- 
crifice  was  afterwards  offered  up,  lays  the  wood  in 
order,  and  binding  his  fon  Ifaac,  places  him  on  the 
altar  and  on  the  wood,  ftretches  forth  his  hand,  and 
takes  the  knife  to  flay  his  fon.  But  when  his  hand 
is  raifed  to  give  the  fetal  wound,  it  is  reflirained  by 
the  angel  of  the  Lord,  who  provides  a  vicarious  fa- 
crifice  in  the  place  of  Ifaac. 

Here 
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Here  end  the  trials  and  proofs  of  Abraham's  faith ; 
on  which  the  angel  of  the  Lord  called  unto  Abraham 
cut  of  heaven  the  fecond  time,  and  faid^  by  myfelf 
baoe  I  fworn,  faith  the  Lord^  for  becaufe  thou  haft 
done  this  things  and  haft  not  wit  held  (by  fon^  thine  only 
f%n ;  that  in  blejftng  1  'willblefs  thee^  and  in  multiply^ 
ing  I  will  multiply  thy  feed  as  the  ftars  of  heaven^ 
and  as  the  fand  which  is  upon  the  fea  fbore  •,  and  thy 
feed  fball  pojfefs  the  gate  of  his  enemies ;  and  in  thy 
feed  fhall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  bleffed,  becaufe 
thou  haft  obeyed  rm  voice. 

Such  was  the  faith  of  Abraham,  concerning  which 
four  things  are  to  be  remarked. 

Firft,  that  being  fully  convinced,  God  had  really 
uttered  both  the  promifes  and  commands,  already- 
mentioned,  he  never  ftaid  to  reafon  on  the  poffibility 
of  the  former,  nor  on  the  reditude  of  the  latter. 
He  had  no  doubts  about*  the  poffibility  of  his  beget- 
ting a  fon,  when  h^  was  an  hundred,  nor  of  his 
wife's  bearing  a  fon,  when  (he  was  ninety  years  old, 
how(bever  unnatural  this  appeared  to  be,  fince  God 
had  promifed,  it  fliould  aftually  be.  On  this  he 
firmly  relied,  and  even  againft  hope^  as  the  apoftle  ex- 
prefles  it,  he  believed  in  hope.  He  was  equally  far 
firora  doubting,  whether  God  could  make  the  pofte- 
rity  of  his  fon  Ifaac  as  numerous  as  the  ftars  of 
heaven,  and  blefs  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  in  his 
feed,  although  that  fon  was  then  to  be  cut  off,  before 
he  had  any  children,  accounting  that  God  was  able  to 
raife  him  up^  even  from  the  dead.  And  as  to  the  rec- 
titude of  the  matter  commanded,  he  did  not  (ay, 
like  a  modem,  is  not  God  indifpenfibly  obliged  to 
aft  by  the  natural  and  eternal  law  of  juftice  ?  How 
therefore  can  he  command  a  father  to  kill  with  his 
own  hands,  his  good  and  dutiful  fon  P  Or  how  can 
even  the  command  of  God  authorife  a  deed  fo  unna- 
tural in  me  ?  No,  he  knew  it  his  duty  to  do  what(b- 
ever  God  commanded,  he  knew  God  commanded 

him 
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him  to  do  thi^  and  he  knew  therefoife  that  God 
had  a  right  to  command  it,  and  confeqUently  to 
be  obeyed.  He  did  not  iet  up  the  didates  of  his 
moral  fefife  againft  the  evidence  of  a  revelatk^ 
aftually  given,  againft  the  evidence  of  things  not 
feen,  neidier  was  he  prevaikd  with  by  nature  to 
rebel  agaii^  the  author  and  God  of  nattlre.  How- 
fbever  aftonifhing  the  faith  of  Abraham,  di^  tri- 
umphing over  the  ievereft  trials,  may  feem  t6  fimie 
men,  it  ^fM  as  far  from  a  weak  credulity,  aa  his 
obedience,  the  efFed  of  that  faith,  waa  from  a  fla- 
viffa  fubcmffion.  Rt^t  r^fdn  waa  with  hint  in  all 
he  believed,  although  ever  fo  incredible  to  left  ratio- 
Hal  mbn^  for  it  was  God  whom  he  believed  }  and 
right  reafi)n  was  therefore  with  him  in  all  he  did»  al- 
though  ever  fo  contrary  to  the  feelings  of  flefti  and 
bkxx)  in  bim^  as  well  as  in  men  le&  religious^  for  it 
was  God  whom  he  obeyed. 

Secondly,  it  is  car^uUy  to  be  remarked,  that 
thoTe  afiedions,  whieh  in  corrupt  and  libertine  na-> 
tares  prove  too  hard  for  the  cleareft  evidmcea  of 
febgion,  gave  jnQ  obftnidkioa  to  the  faith  and  obedi- 
ence of  Abraham.  He  was  a  gpod  man,  and  as 
fuch^  jEK>  doubt,  loved  his  country  and  kindred  no 
lefi  tenderly  fhan  other  good  men.  Yet  he  foifbok 
them  all,  and  foUowed  the  commandm^t  of  God 
iaco  a  ftrange  land,  where  he  had  adther  friends  nc^ 
coimeftions;  He  was  a  prudent  0!an,  and  had  all 
that  regard  to  his  worldly  afi^s  and  inGereft^  which 
a  prudent  aad  honefl  man  ought  to  have  ^  yet  with- 
0^11  the  leaft  regret  or  hefitaiion,  without  any  other 
reliance  than  on  the  bleffing  and  prote^ion  of  God, 
and  even  without  a  protmfe  from  God  of  aaf  intne- 
di4te  eftablifliment  simong  the  Canaamies^  he  quilted 
a  comfortable  fettlement  at  tkran,»  wtiere  his  &ther 
had  profp  red,  and  he  wai^  growling  rich,  to  fqjourn 
in  a  diflant  eouivcvy,  at  a  time  when  that  country 
waa  sfiHcbed  vf  itb  faome.    Abraham  was  alio  a  mao^ 
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in  whom  humanity  and  natural  afifeftion  were  as 
ibong,  as  in  any  other  man.  His  fon  Ifaac  was  be- 
loved by  him  with  all  that  tendernefs  which  the  beft 
of  fathers  feels  for  the  beft  of  children.  Yet  when 
God  commands  him  to  execute  this  fon  with  his  own 
hands,  he  raifes  the  deadly  weapon,  and  with  a  full 
purpofe  of  obedience,  aims  it  at  the  heart  of  his  in- 
nocent, his  beloved  child,  the  comfort  of  his  life,  the 
prop  of  his  old  age,  the  gift  of  God,  and  the  foun- 
dation of  all  his  hopes.  On  this  moft  trying  occa- 
fion,  he  felt  no  libertine  difpute  between  his  rebelli- 
ous afiedions,  and  the  awful  commands  of  God ; 
or  only  felt  it  in  a  glorious  triumph  of  reafon,  of 
faith,  and  cS  duty  over  thefe  (bothing  ibphifters  of 
the  heart,  which  unbelievers  find  it  fo  difEcult  to 
refute  or  filence. 

Thirdly,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that,  in  all  this, 
Abraham  was  the  firft  confeflbr  on  record  to  Chrifti- 
anity,  or  the  covenant  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  for  to  Abra- 
bam  and  bis  feed  were  the  great  and  Spiritual  promifes 
of  that  covenant  repeatedly  made.  This  is  clearly 
proved  by  St.  Paul  who  obferves,  that  God  in  giving 
thefe  promifes  to  Abraham,  faitb  not^  and  io  feedsy 
as  of  many^  but  as  tf  one^  and  to  tbj  feedj  wbicb  is 
Chrift ;  and  further,  that  God  confirmed  the  covenant 
in  Q^ift  by  promife  to  Abrabamy  four  hundred  and 
thirty  years y  before  be  gave  the  law  by  Mofes.  Hence 
it  is,  that  the  fame  apoftle  faith,  God  preached  the 
gofpelj  or  covenant  unto  Abraham^  f^^i^gy  /»  thee 
/ball  all  nations  be  blejfed.  And  henop  alfo  it  was^ 
that  Chrift  himfelf  tells  the  Jews,  your  father  Abra- 
ham rejoiced  to  fee  my  day  (that  is,  prophetically  to  fee 
the  time  of  my  coming)  and  be  faw  ity  and  was 
glad. 

Laftly,  it  is  worth  obferving,  that  die  facrifice  of 
Uaac  (for  fuch  intentionally  it  was)  by  the  hands  of 
his  own  &ther,  was  providentially  defigned  by  God 
to  familiarife  and  prediipofe  the  pofterity  of  Abra- 
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ham,  and  through  them  the  reft  of  mankind,  to 
the  future  facrifice  of  Chrift*  who  was  delivered  by 
the  determinate  counfel  and  fore-knowledge  of  God  to 
be  crucified  and  Jlain^  an  offering  for  fin.  From  the 
facrifice  of  Ifaac  to  that  of  Chrift,  there  was  time 
enough  afforded  to  debate  and  fettle  this  important 
point,  that  God,  as  an  abfohite  legiflator,  could  dif- 
penfe  with  a  law  of  his  own  making,  and  order  a 
father  to  flay  his  fon,  or  give  up  his  own  to  be  flain. 
.Yet  even  at  this  day,  there  are  fome  pretended 
Chriftians,  who  difpute  the  difpenfing  power  of  God 
in  regard  to  the  law  of  nature,  and  confequently  the 
authority  of  this  record,  given  by  Mofes,  concerning 
the  (acrificc  of  Ifaac,  ahhough  in  fo  doing  they  des- 
troy that  of  the  whole  fcripture.  Thefe  men  how- 
ever, in  oppofition  to  the  fcheme  of  providence, 
from  firft  to  \t&..  do  but  ftrike  at  the  facrifice  of 
Chrift  through  that  of  liaac,  for  they  can>  by  no 
means,  dig^ft  the  dodlrinc  <rf  the  holy  fpint  by  St. 
Luke,  that  Chrift  was,  or  could  have  bsen  flain  by 
tbe  determinate  counfel  of  G^ki^  as  be  was  wholly 
Without  iin,  Bor  the  dodtrine  of  the  fame  fpirit  by 
St.  Feter,  that  Cbr{/1  bath  Suffered  for  fins^  tbe  jufi 
for  tbe  umufi^  being  put  to  ^deatb  in  tbe  flefb^  (bat  be 
mjgbt  bring  w  to  God         .... 

liCt  us  now  proceed,  in  th^  (econd  place,  to  en- 
quire, why  this  faith  of  Abraham  was  imputed  to 
him.  for  rightepufnefe,  and  in.  what  fenfe  the  word 
righteoufnels  is  here  to  be  i^Klerftopd. 

If  by.  this  Word  we  underft^nd  nothing,  mor^  thao 
that  gog^wfe  or  virtue,  wJaich  confifts  in  a  ftrm  reli- 
ance on  the  promifes,  anti  ^  ready  obedience  to^  the 
will  of  God,  a  very  fliort  enquiry  n>ay  fuffice  on  this 
occafion  ;  for  Abraham  believed  and  relied  with  all 
the  cfaearfulj^fs  and  coi^^csk^  that. is  due  to  the 
promifes  of  infinite  truth  itf^lf  ^  ^nd  he  obeyed  with 
f  qiial  r«f|gi>fktion,  Now,  in  a  confidence  and  obedi* 
enge,  likeiii^  there  is  undoubtedly,  tlie  higheft  de- 
gree 
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gree  of  virtue  and  goodnefs,  that  human  nature  is 
capable  of.  His  judgmwt  was  refigned  againft  all 
human  appearances,  to  the  promifes,  and  his  will 
fubmitted,  againft  the  bent  of  all  his  affedlions,  to 
the  commands  of  his  maker.  This  is  virtue  (and  the 
piety,  it  is  hoped,  that  gave  rife  to  it,  will  not  be 
allowed  to  fpoil  it)  if  there  is  any  fuch  thing  as  virtue 
in  the  world. 

This  however  is  not  all  that  was  meant  by  Mpf^ 
and  the  apoftle,  when  they  faid,  that  the  faithi  of 
Abraham  was  counted  to  him  for  righteoufnefs.    No, 
as  he  believed  in  Chrift,  his  righteoufnefe  was  even 
the  impufed  rigbieoii/he/s  of  God,  which  is  ky  faith 
^*  J^ff^^  Chrijiy  unto  all,  ^»^  upon  all  them  that  be- 
lieve.    All  men  have  finned,   not  excepting  even 
Abraham  himfelf  and  have  come  Jhort  of  the  glory  of 
God;  but  Abraham,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  n^ankind^ 
is  freely  jufiified  by  grace,  through  th^  redemption  that 
is  in  Cbrift  Jefus ;  whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a 
propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood     ffl^ere  is 
boding  then  ?  boaftinT  in  our  own  riihteoujnefs  f    Jt 
is  excluded.    As  to  Abrsdiam  himfelr,  even  fuppofipg 
him  to  have  been  iujiified  by  works,  though  be  tnay 
have  whereof  to  glory,  he  cannot  glory  before  Godp 
becaufe  his  gpod  works  were  done  through  the  grace 
and  ailiftance  lent  hinni  by  God  -,  and  therefore  ivbat 
faith  the  fcripturef  Abraham  beliei)ed,  and  it  was 
counted  to  him  for  rigbteoiifnefs,   Novi  to  him  that  work-- 
eth^  is  the  reward  not  reckoned  of  grace,  hut  of  debt. 
But  to  him  th^t  worketh  not,  but  belifveth  in  him  that 
jujlifietb  the  ungodty^  his  faith  is  counted  for  right e^ 
oHfnefs,    Even  as  David  alfo  defer ibeth  the  bleffedftef^ 
of  the  man  to  whom  God  imputetb  righteoijfnejs  with- 
ouf  works ^  fayi^g^  bleffedare  they  whqfe  iniquities  are 
forgiven  and  whofefins  are  covered.    Blejfedis  the  man 
to  whom  God  will  not  impute  Jin. 

Thus  we  fee,  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  Abraham 
washisfiuth^  that  his  faith  was  a  firm  reliance  on 
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the  merits  of  his  redeemer,  and  that  thofe  merits  ob- 
tained for  him  remiflion  of  fins,  that  is,  acquittal, 
juftification  and  righteoitfnefs,  in  the  fight  of  his 
judge.  Had  God  removed  Abraham  out  of  the 
world,  the  inftant  this  faith,  and  the  good  refoluti- 
ons  refulting  from  this  faith,  were  confirmed  in  him, 
before  he  had  time  to  reduce  thofe  refblutions  to 
pradlice,  we  (hould  no  more  have  doubted  of  his 
juftification,  than  we  now  doubt  of  it,  after  all  he 
did.  But  though  no  good  works  which  Abraham 
did,  could  give  him  a  right  to  pardon  for  his  ill  ones ; 
yet  thofe  works,  or  at  leaft  a  will  and  refolution  to 
do  them,  were  neceffary  to  his  faith,  otherwife  it 
muft  have  been,  what  St.  James  calls  a  dead  faith, 
and  confequently  incapable  of  iuftifying.  IVas  not 
Abraham^  faith  this  apoftle,  jujtified  by  works^  when 
be,  bad  offered  bis  /on  Ifaac  upon  ^tbe  altar  ?  Seeft  tbou 
bow  faitb  wrougbt  with  bis  works ^  and  by  works  was 
faitb  made  perfeH  ?  And  tbe  fcripture  was  fulfilled^ 
wbicb  faitb^  Abrabam  believed  God^  and  it  was  impu- 
ted to  bim  for  rigbteoufnefs.  Herein  is  no  contradifti- 
on  to  the  doftrine  of  St.  Paul,  who  infifts  on  the 
pd^er  of  a  principle  or  caufe,  whereas  St.  James  in- 
lifts  on  the  neceflity  of  the  effedl,  in  order  to  prove 
the  power  of  that  caufe ;  and  St.  Paul  does  the  fame 
as  peremptorily,  whenever  his  fubjedt  brings  it  in  his 
way.  ■  • 

St.  Paul,  to  remove  all  dependance  on  that  rigbte- 
oMfnefs  wbicb  is  by  tbe  law^  and  eftablifti  a  firm  reli- 
ance on  tbe  rigbteoufnefs  of  Cbrifi^  the  fole  righteouf- 
neis  whereby  the  puniftxment  of  fin  adlually  com- 
mitted, i^ay  be  averted,  and  the  reward  of  good 
Works,'  though,  for  want  of  opportunity,  never  per- 
formed, may  be  obtained;  lays  the  chief  ftrefs  on 
faith,  as  the  great  immediate  principle  in  every  true 
believer,  by  which  the  rigbteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is 
brought  home,  applied,  and  imputed  to  his  foul,  as 
)f  it  were  his  own,  and  by  whidi  alfo  the  free  gift 
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and  grace  of  God  are  glorified  in  the  falvation  of  eve- 
ry real  Chriftian.  But  then  this  apoftle,  in  a  thou- 
iand  places,  makes  this  faith  the  fpring  of  repentance, 
reformatioQ,  and  good  works ;  if  we  believe  in  his 
doctrine,  we  muft  dye  to  fin,  and  live  anew  unto 
ri^teoufnefs.  ^bis^  faith  he  to  Titus,  is  a  faithful 
faying^  and  thefe  things  I  will  that  thou  affirm  conftant- 
lyj  Wat  they  which  have  believed  in  Godj  be  careful  to 
maintain  good  works ;  for  God  bath  not  called  us  to 
UHcleannefs^  but  to  bolinefs. 

St.  James  himfelf  is  not  more  full  for  the  neceflity 
of  good  works.  He  only  infills,  that  faith,  as  a 
principle  of  life  and  aftion  muft  be  proved  by  good 
works,  as  its  true  and  natural  effefts,  the  very  doc- 
trine of  St.  Paul  to  Titus :  he  even  forbids  the  hope  of 
fuccefs  to  our  prayers,  if  we  ajk  not  in  faiths  and 
repeats  it,  that  the  faith  of  Abraham  was  imputed  to 
him  for  righteoufnefs,  but  obferves,  that  bis  faith 
was  made  perfect  by  worksy  and  that  faith  without 
works  is  dead.  I  a(k  however  did  he  expedt  good 
works  without  faith  ?  No  more,  undoubtedly,  than 
he  hoped  for  fruit  without  a  tree. 

Having  now  feen  what  the  faith  of  Abraham  was, 
why  it  was  counted  to  him  for  righteoufnefs,  and 
what  we  are  to  underftand  by  this  righteoufnefs ;  it 
is  rime  to  (hew,  in  the  laft  place,  that  the  faith  of 
Abraham,  is  recommended  to  us,  not  only  as  a  pat- 
tern and  RKxlel  for  ours,  but  ^  that  very  faith  which 
will  be  imputed  to  all  who  have  it  as  righteoufnefs, 
no  lefs  than  it  was  to  Abraham. 

Had  the  example  of  Abraham's  faith  and  refigna- 
tion  been  never  recommended  to  us,  it  muft  have 
been  nevcrthelefe  highly  deferving  of  our  imitarion. 
To  know  it,  and  to  admire  it,  is  but  the  fame  thing 
in  a  good  mind :  and  to  know  and  admire  it,  with* 
out  endeavouring  to  follow  it,  is  impoflible  to  fuch  a 
mind.  To  believe  in  God,  to  truft  in  him,  and  to 
give  up  ourfelves,  and  all  things  that  concern  us,  to 
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his  wife  and  gracious  difpofal,  is  a  conduft,  agreed^ 
ble,  not  only  to  reafon,  gratitude,  and  duty;  but 
even  to  felf-lovc. 

Such  a  conduft,  however,  when  bleffed,  rewarded 
and  applauded  by  God  himfelf  in  our  fight,  acquires 
the  force  of  a  command.  What  he  fo  highly  ap- 
proves of  in  one  man,  he  muft,  we  are  fare,  approve 
of  in  another,  the  circumltances  being  alike>  But 
not  to  imitate  that  to  the  uttermoft  6f  our  power,- 
which  God  is  fo  well  pleafed  with,  argues  a  (lupid 
indiflference  to  his  will  and  pleafure. 

As  however  this  fort  of  ftupidity,  although  of  th^ 
groffeft  nature,  is  by  no  means  uncommon,  the  holy 
^irit,  knowing  that  the  mod  rtiining  examples  do  not 
always  ftrike  our  eyes  in  proportion  to  their  bright- 
ftefs,  hath  not  only  fet  fuch  examples  before  us^  but 
frequently  pointed  them  at  us,  and  by  his  precepts 
called  us  to  the  imitation  of  them.  The  example  of 
Abraham  in  particular  he  hath  dircdUy  recommended 
to  us ;  for  immediately  after  faying,  bis  faith  was 
imputed  to  him  for  rigbteoufnefs^  he  adds,  n&vo  it 
was  not  written  for  his  fake  alone^  that  it  was  impm^ 
ted  to  him,  but  for  us  alfo,  to  whom  itJbaUbe  imputed^ 
^f  we  believe  on  him  that  raifed  up  Jefus  our  Lord 
from  the  deady  who  was  delivered  for  our  offences^ 
and  was  raifed  again  for  our  juftification.  We  are 
therefore  to  walk  in  the  jieps  of  the  faith  of  Ahra- 
ham^  who  is  the  father  of  all  them  that  believe^  tbaf 
righteoufnefs  may  be  imputed  to  us  alfo.  We  ought 
to  know,  that  they  which  are  of  faith^  the  fame  are 
the  children  of  Mrabam^  and  that  the  fcripture  fore- 
feeing^  that  God  would  juftify  the  heathen  through 
faith^  preached  before  the  gofpel  to  Abraham^  faying ^ 
in  thee  fhall  all  nations  he  bleffed^  fo  that  they  which 
be  of  fait  by  are  bleffed  with  faithful  Abraham. 

Thus,  you  fee,  our  faith  muft  be  the  fame  in  fub- 
ftance  with  that  of  Abraham,  our  precedent  and  fa- 
ther in  believing.     Its  qualities  muft  be  alfo  the 
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fame.  It  mud  be  firm  and  lively.  It  muft  have  the 
dominion  over  all  our  paHions^  affci^ions,  and  inte- 
refts,  as  it  had  over  his.  It  muft  regulate  our 
thoughts,  prompt  our  words,  and  prefcribe  our  re- 
folutions,  and  actions,  as  it  did  thofe  of  Abraliam. 

His  offering  up  hie  only  fon  was  not  more  intended 
for  a  type  ofthe  great  facrifice  of&red  by  the  hea- 
venly father  in  his  only  fon  Jiefus  Chrift,  than  his 
faith,  in  all  its  parts  and  effeds,  was  intended  for 
a  type  and  pattern  of  ours. 

If  he,  through  a  firm  perfuafion,  that  God  beft 
knows  what  every  man  ought  to  do,  and  hath  an 
abiblute  ri^ht  to  determine  what  he  (hall  do,  fub- 
dued  all  his  pafHons  and  affedions  to  the  will  of 
God ;  we,  through  a  like  perfuafion,  xnuft  fubdue 
ours  alfo  to  the  divine  will,  muft  deny  our/e/ves^  and, 
if  we  are  called  to  it,  muft  fake  up  our  crofs  and  follow 
Cbr0,  If  he  thus  ftifled  the  afFeftions  of  his  own 
heart,  with  a  view,  founded  on  the  promifes  of  God, 
to  greater  joys,  than  the  gratification  of  thofe  affec- 
tions could  give  him,  and  with  an  eye  to  his  redeem- 
er, (b  we  likewife,  denying  ungodhnefs  and  worldly 
lufts^  Jbould  livefoberlyy  rigbteoujly^  and  godly  ^  in  this 
pr^feni  world ;  looking  for  that  blejfed  hope^  and  the 
^jorious  appearing  of  the  great  Goal  ^f^^  our  Saviour 
Jefus  ChriX 

If  Abraham  ftrengdiened  by  his  faith,  and  fub- 
mitring  to  the  will  of  God,  renounced  his  country, 
kindred,  and  the  lands  he  was  aftually  poflefled  of, 
in  a  place  corrupted  with  idolatry  and  wickednefs, 
and  travelled  to  a  diflant  land,  a  land  merely  of  pro- 
mife  •  we,  in  like  manner,  actuated  by  our  faith,  and 
renouncing  the  things  of  tliis  prefent  fxnful  world.  , 

ought  to  fix  our  eyes  on  the  future  happinefs  hoped 
for,  and  be  ready,  as  often  as  God  requires  it,  to 
leave  our  boiifes^  our  brethren^  ourfi/lers^  our  fathers^ 
our  mothers^  our  wives^  our  children^  our  lands^  for 
CbriJVs  fokcy  and  for  the  gofpePs^  in  hopes  of  recei- 
ving 
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ving  an  hundred  fold,  now  in  this  prefent  time^  as 
Abraham  did,  if  fuch  (hall  be  the  will  of  God,  and 
with  a  certainty  of  eternal  life  in  the  world  to  come. 
You  fee  how  parallel  our  faith  and  duty  are  to  thofe 
of  Abraham,  particularly  in  the  refignation  of  our 
children,  infomuch  that  every  Chriftian,  having,  with 
Abraham,  received  the  promifes,  ought,  as  he  did, 
to  offer  up  his  only  begotten  fon  in  cafe  God  fliould 
require  him  at  his  hands ;  for  he  that  lovetb  Jon  or 
daughter  more  than  Cbrijiy  is  not  worthy  of  him^  nor 
of  his  Father,  who  furrendered  him  to  death  an  of- 
fering, for  our  fins.  And  as  Abraham  muft  have 
believed,  againft  all  human  probability  in  the  refur- 
redlion  of  the  dead  (for  how  otherwife  could  he 
have  relied  on  the  promifes  made  to  him  in  the  pof- 
terity  of  that  childlefs  fon  he  was  going  to  kill  ?)  fo 
it  is  neceffary,  we  likewife  ftiould,  believe^  not  only 
in  bint  who  ratfed  up  Jefus  our  Lord  from  the  deady 
that  the  rigbteoufnefs  which  is  by  faith  may  be  imputed 
to  us  alfo^  but  in  the  fame  dodtrine  of  a  refurreftion, 
already  paft  in  r^ard  to  Chrift,  and  yet  to  come  in 
regard  to  ourfdves,  be  this  doftrine  as  myfterious  as 
it  will.  As  Abraham  reafoned  on  the  neceffity  of  a 
refurredion  in  order  to  the  hope  of  pofterity  by  his 
fon,  before  any  inftance  of  an  adual  refurreftion 
h^d  been  given,  or  any  promife  (for  ought  appears) 
had  yet  encouraged  that  reafoning,  fo,  now  that 
both  an  inftance  and  a  promife  are  recorded,  as  af- 
furances,  that  we  (hall  rife  again  from  the  dead,  our 
faith  in  an  event  fo  abfoluteiy  neceffary  to  our  en- 
tering into  eternal  life,  hath  every  argument  to  fup- 
port  it,  which  the  nature  of  that  event  will  admit, 
and  therefore  is  abfoluteiy  required.  Our  faith  (no 
more  than  that  of  Abraham)  is  not  to  ftagger  at  any 
degree  of  myfterioufnefs  or  improbability  in  the  re- 
velations or  promifes  of  God,  ror  otherwife  we  can- 
not be  the  children  of  Abraham,  nor  believe  as  he 
did,  nor  be  bleffed  with  him. 

Faith, 
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Faith,  you  fee,  underwent  no  trial  in  Abraham, 
which  it  may  not,  one  time  or  other,  undergo  in 
any  believer.  Nay,  the  faith  of  every  believer  is, 
at  all  times  tried,  as  that  of  Abraham  was,  though 
not  always  fo  feverely.  The  promifes  of  God  are, 
or  ought  to  be,  always  before  our  eyes,  and  in  order 
to  obtain  the  great -things  promifed,  there  is  always 
fbmething  amazing  and  unaccountable  by  reafon  to 
be  believed,  that  the  pride  of  our  underftandings 
may  be  humbled  ;  there  is  ever  fomething  to  be  de- 
nied or  fubdued  in  ourfelves  that  our  rebellious  pif- 
fions  may  be  mortified ;  fomething  to  be  guarded 
againfl,  or  contended  with,  in  the  world  ;  fomething 
too  pleafing,  that  God  hath  forbidden,  to  be  avoid- 
ed ;  or  fomething  hated  by  a  corrupt  nature,  that  he 
hath  commanded  to  be  performed;  fome  houfes, 
lands,  or  kindreds  to  be  left ;  fome  journey  to  an 
unknown  place  of  promife  to  be  undertaken  ;  fome 
darling  Ifaac  to  be  offered  up,  whom  in  gratitude 
we  ought  to  offer,  fmce  God  hath  offered  his  Ifaac, 
or  only  fon,  for  us.  And  any  one  of  thefe  may  re- 
quire all  the  vigour  of  a  lively  faith  in  him  who  is  fb 
circumftanced.  Hence  we  may  fee,  that  the  faith 
of  a  Chriftian  never  wants  exercife,  never  wants  op- 
portunities  of  offering  up  facrifices  to  God,  of  offer- 
ing up  on  fome  occafions,  fuch  facrifices,  as  require 
an  equal  degree  of  truft  in  God,  and  refignation  to 
his  will,  with  thofe  of  Abraham,  when  he  laid  his 
only  fon  on  the  altar.  The  things  we  are  to  facri- 
fice  are  often  as  dear  to  us,  as  Ifaac  was  to  him,  and 
require  the  cord,  the  knife,  and  a  ftern  and  unre- 
lenting heart,  like  his,  to  make  them  proper  viftims 
for  the  altar  of  God.  Now^  nothing,  but  a  lively 
faith,  and  a  fleady  expeftation  of  the  glory  promifed 
to  us  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  can  give  us  fiich  an  heart ;  and 
no  other  faith,  but  this,  will  be  counted  to  us  for 
rigbteoufnefs.  That  faith  which  can  produce  no  ef- 
fcfts,  like  thefe,  is  deady  for  it  is  without  worksy  and 
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may  tremble^  with  tbe  faitb  of  devils^  but  it  cannot 
hope,  with  that  of  Chriftians. 

Thus  ought  we  to  reafbn  and  adt  imder  the  fingle 
fuppofition  of  believing,  that  the  (criptiires  arc  really 
the  word  of  God,  although  we  could  not  fee  either 
the  fitnefs  or  benefit  of  injunctions  fo  rigorous  and 
hard  to  be  obeyed,  becaufe  it  ought  to  be  prefumed, 
that  there  is  fufiicient  fitnefs  and  benefit  in  every 
thing  enjoined  by  God.  But  as  in  mofl  cafes  the  rea- 
fonablenefs  of  this  obedience  is,  or,  may  be,  appa- 
reit  to  any  confidering  mind,  the  heart,  that  proves 
refraCtoiy,  is  left  without  excufe.  The  feverefl  pre- 
cepts of  the  go(pel  are  as  far  from  being  tyrannical, 
as  the  moft  indulgent.  Their  only  tendency  is,  to 
purify  our  corrupt  affedtions,  to  raife  them  above  the 
world,  and  to  knit  them  eternally  to  God.  Even 
reafon  and  experience  may  teach  us,  that,  without 
the  benefit  of  fuch  a  difcipline,  we  mufl  for  ever  re- 
main in  our  original  impurity,  and  confequently  inca- 
pacity of  an  union  with  the  fouroe  of  happinefs.  It 
is  therefore  only  in  an  heart  uninfluenced  by  right 
reafon,  that  any  oppofition  is  given  to  the  duty  of 
imitating  Abraham,  either  in  faith  or  pradice. 

The  chriflian  faith  would  be  univerfally  embraced^ 
did  every  man  find  it  as  pleafant  to  perform  its  du- 
ties, as  It  is  eafy  to  believe  in  its  evidences.  But 
even  among  thofe  who  do  profefs  it,  and  for  fuch 
only  this  difcourfe  is  intended,  the  refiflance  given  it 
by  a  corrupt  and  refrai£tory  heart,  faps  its  founda- 
tions, in  the  underfbinding,  and  enfeebles  it  in  its 
operations.  Hence  come  all  the  difputes  about  its 
mofl  neceflary  and  evident  principles^  with  all  the 
doubts  and  cavils  about  its  myfteries.  One  man 
finds  it  very  difficult  to  believe  that  God  fhould  com- 
mand mankind  to  mortify  thofe  pailions,  which  he 
himfelf  hath  given  them.  Another  cannot  conceive 
himielf  obliged  to  believe  in  that  which  fo  great  an 
underftanding  as  his,  cannot  account  for.    One  is 
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t(x>  refined  to  be  gdod  on  hopes  and  feara.  Another 
is  too  knowing  to  need  a  teacher,  though  ient  dt« 
te6kly  from  heaven.  Eitlier  therefore  there  were  no 
miracleB  wrought  to  prove  the  truth  of  chriftianity, 
nor  is  there  any  rectitude  and  force  in  its  precepts  \ 
or  cUe  if  this  conclufion  is  refuted  by  the  profits  de- 
rived from  a  profeflion  of  chriftianity,  and  not  to  be 
retained,  if  that  is  renounced  ;  then  another  coudc 
muft  be  taken,  and  the  reafon  of  thefe  cavillers 
muft  be  veiled  with  fupremc  authority  to  explain  the 
fcripcures,  and  give  fuch  a  convenient  turn  to  every 
thing,  that  nothing  (hall  be  left  to  contradid  their 
opinions,  or  bear  too  hard  on  their  pailions  and  pur* 
fuits. 

Our  reafon,  fay  they,  is  the  di reding  and  niling 
power  of  our  nature.  1^  this,  in  matters  of  reh^on, 
as  well  as  in  all  other  things,  God  requires  we  (hould 
be  both  guided  and  governed  ^  and  therefore  can  ne* 
ver  be  mppofed  to  ofK;r  any  thing  to  us  in  his  word, 
which  we  cannot  perfedly  underftand,  much  lefs  to 
require  any  thing  of  us,  which  our  own  judgment 
does  not  approve  of.  Nothing  therefore  in  his  word 
can  be  m^erious ;  and  if  any  thing  contained  in  it, 
appears  however  to  be  fo,  it  is  the  bufmefs  of  our 
reafon  to  fit  it  with  a  meaning  more  fanuliar  to  her*^ 
felf.  Neither  can  any  thing  there  make  that  right, 
which  our  reafon  tells  us,  is  wrong ;  nor  that  wrong, 
which  our  reafon  fays,  is  right.  If  any  thing  there- 
fore in  the  faiptures  appears  to  do  fo^  it  is  the  office 
of  our  reafon  to  prove  this  to  be  but  an  appearance, 
and  to  find  out  fome  fenfe  for  the  words,  more  ^ily 
digefted  by  the  underftandings  which  our  maker 
hath  bellowed  upon  us.  Thus  is  the  reafon  of  thefo 
men  fet  up  by  themfelves  above  the  word  of  God. 

Both  fides  of  a  flat  contradiction  may  as  eafily  be 
true,  as  this  deifticai,  can  be  a  right  plan,  to  proceed 
on  in  relation  to  religion.  Your  paflions  and  defires 
fo  often  folicit  you  to  that  which  you  know  to  be 

wrongs 
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wrong,  that  it  is  juft  matter  of  wonder,  how  you 
can  objeA  to  that  reftraint  and  mortification,  when 
impo(ed  by  revelation,  which  the  natural  efFedts  of 
thofe  paifions  force  common  fenfe  to  have  recourfe 
to.  You  know  a  thoufand  thines  to  be  true,  which 
you  can,  by  no  means,  account  for ;  what  then  hin- 
ders you  from  believing  a  few  more  of  a  nature  ftill 
more  incomprehenlible,  on  the  authority  of  God's 
word  ?  Why  will  you  difcipline  your  child  or  fer- 
vant  by  hopes  and  fears,  by  rewards  and  punifli- 
ments,  and  yet  cavil  at  God  for  dealing  in  like  man- 
ner by  his,  though  you  are  fenfible,  that  the  fen&- 
tions  of  hope  and  fear  were  as  certainly  made  a  part 
of  your  nature  by  him,  as  the  reft  of  your  paifions 
and  defires? 

Reafon  is  undoubtedly  the  ruling  principle  in  man 
as  to  every  thing  that  lies  open  to  reafon.  But  there 
are  many  diings  which  do  not ;  which  reaibn,  left  to 
herfelf,  can  form  no  idea  of.  If  at  any  time  ibme 
knowledge  of  thefe  (hould  become  neceflary,  what 
forbids  you  to  receive  that  knowledge  from  God^ 
and  to  clofe  with  it  as  unqueftionably  true  and  right, 
on  the  authority  of  his  word,  if  you  are  fure  it  is 
his  word  ?  Your  reafon,  you  fay,  is  the  only  inter- 
^  preter  you  have  of  his  word.  True ;  but  then  your 
reafon  is  only  to  interpret,  not  to  diftatc,  not  to  ca- 
vil, not  even  to  demur,  when  there  is  no  contradic- 
tion. You  know  what  is  true  and  falfe,  right  and 
wrong,  in  fome  things ;  in  others  you  do  not.  God 
perfedly  knows  the  diftinftion  in  all  things.  Will 
you  not  fubmit  your  own  opinion  to  his  knowledge 
in  fome  things?  May  not  that  be  right  in  fome 
things,  and  on  fome  occafions,  which  you  think 
wrong  ?  Nay,  may  not  the  giver  of  all  laws,  who 
himfelf  is  fubjeft  to  none,  fomerimes  difpenfe  with 
laws  of  his  own  making  ?  If  he  may  not,  what  will 
become  of  you,  who  have  fo  often  violated  hi$  laws, 

wd 
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and  can  have  no  hope,  but  in  difpenfing  mercy,  for 
in  an  atonement  you  will  not  truft  ? 

Befides,  confider  pray,  that  the  faculty  of  reafon, 
in  different  men,  is  endued  with  different  degrees  of 
ftrength,  is  more  or  lefe  enlightened,  more  or  lefs  ex- 
ercifed,  more  or  lefe  biafled  by  their  prejudices  or 
paiSons ;  yet  here  as  high  prerogative  is  given  to  the 
meaneft  and  moil  fettered  underflanding,  as  to  the 
beft.  The  reafoning  faculty  in  all  men  hath  fuffered 
as  great  a  crulh  from  the  fall,  as  any  other  faculty 
of  the  mind.  In  moft  men,  the  purer  powers  of 
the  mind,  imagination,  memory,  and  judgment, 
but  more  efpccially  the  laft,  appear  but  too  plainly, 
to  have  received  a  great  diminution  of  their  force 
from  the  corruption  of  human  nature ;  while  the  paf- 
fions  and  affedtions  have  acquired,  from  the  fame 
caufe,  as  great  an  addition  of  ftrength.  Men  fo 
circumftanced  are  generally  firft  moved  by  fomething 
which  they  love  or  hate,  and  then  judge  as  they  are 
afiedted.  Hence  they  unavoidably  will,  and  expe- 
rience fliews  us,  they  aftually  do,  explain  the  fcrip- 
tures  m  quite  opponte  fenfes,  efpecially  when  they 
read  under  the  influence  of  oppofite  principles,  pre- 
vioufly  efpoufed  ;  nay,  and  read  with  no  other  view, 
than  either  to  rivet  themfelves  in  thofe  principles,  or  to 
accommodate  the  fcriptures  to  them  in  their  own  ima- 
ginarions.  Thus  two  men  (hall  have  two  creeds, 
I  contradictory  from  beginning  to  end ;  and  each  fhall 

I  have  a  right  to  call  his  own  the  true  creed,  and  fa- 

ther it  on  the  word  of  God,  which  tells  us,  there  is 
but  onefaitb. 

God,  no  doubt,  intended  we  ihould  make  a  free 
ufe  of  our  reaibn  in  reading  his  word ;  which  did  we 
make,  we  could  never  materially  differ  about  the  ar- 
ticles of  our  faith,  which  is  there  fet  forth  as  one, 
and  that  with  fufficient  plainnefs.  But  let  not  every 
man,  call  that  his  reaibn,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but 
his  imagination^  or  at  beft  his  underitanding,  work- 
ing 
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iog  under  the  guidance  of  his  own  favourite  opini- 
ons and  prejudices,  perhaps  even  his  unruly  pafTionii 
and  affections. 

Neither  let  him  dare,    even  fuppofing  his  reafoa 
wholly  unprejudiced  and  unbiaffed,  to  fay,  this  doc- 
trine of  fcripture  I  will  not  receive,  becaufe  it  appears 
unaccountable ;  nor  that,  becaufe  it  feems  unreafon- 
able,  for  that  is  the  (ame  as  to  fay,  the  God  of  truth 
is  not  to  \»  believed  on  his  word,  unle(s  the  poor 
fliort-fi^tcd  wretch  he  fpeaks  to,  can  demonftrate 
the  confiilency  of  what  his  maker  utters ;    or  that 
the  almighty  is  not  to  be  obeyed,  but  when  his  crea- 
ture and  fervant  can  fee  fufficient  reditude  in  his 
command  to  make   the    matter  of  it  obligatory, 
though  it  had  never  been  enjoined.     Nay,  it  is  the 
£ime  as  to  fay,  I  do  believe  the  fcriptures  to  be  the 
word  of  God,  but  I  will  only  believe  fuch  parts  of 
that  word,  as  fquare  with  my  own  judgment.    That 
is,  you  believe  what  God  fays  in  general,  but  deli- 
berate on  what  he  f^ys  in  particular,  and  fometimes 
doubt  of  it  or  deny  it.     But  know  you  not,  that 
your  reafon,  as  well  as  your  will,  is  to  obey  when 
God  fpeaks  ?    Does  not  God  conunand  you  to  be* 
lieve  ?    And  what  can  the  obedience  of  reaibn  con- 
fiil  in,  but  in  its  fubmiffion  to  the  infinitely  higher 
wifdon>  of  God  i    Ot  how  can  this  obedience  be 
ever  p^rov^  or  (hewn,  if  you  will  believe  nothing  he 
declares  to  you,  but  fo  far  only  as  you  can  account 
for  its  coniUbepcy,  or  demonftrate  its  truth  ?    Know, 
vain  man,  that  fajth  is  obedionqe,  and  that,  as  ChriA; 
tells  you^  this  is  the  work  of  Godj  that  you  bf lieve  on 
bim  whom  be  bath  fent.     You  profefs  yourfelf   a 
Chriftian,  but  argue  here  as  a  Deifl.    You  cfuinot 
be  both.    However,  as  a  Deifl,  tell  us,  is  there  no- 
thing too  high  for  your  reafpp  in  that  natural  religi-^ 
on,  which  you  plainly  prefer  to  revelation  ?  Can  you 
tell  us,  why  infinitely  communicative  gpodn^  fuf- 
fered  one  lulf  of  eternity  (for  every  nwment  equally 

divides 
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divides  it  into  two)  to  pais  ere  any  creature  was 
farou^t  into  being?  Can  you  without  revelation, 
Ihew  how  infinite  juftice  confifts  in  the  divine  mind 
with  infinite  mercy  ?  Are  you  able  to  (hew,  how 
God  certainly  fi^refaw  what  every  man  freely  does  ? 
The  fcriptares  apart,  are  you  able  to  tdl  us,  how  it 
came  to  pals,  tteit  all  mankind  are  corrupt,  wicked, 
and  mortal,  although  (o  univerfally  and  violently  at- 
tached to  happinefs  and  life  i  Are  you  able  to  prove 
yourfelf,  either  a  free,  or  a  neceffary  agent  ?  Till 
the  difiiculties  of  natural  religion  are  cleared  up  by 
your  reafon,  do  not  too  haftily  bring  it  for  a  teft  of 
the  revealed. 

b  it  not  enou|^  for  faith,  that  God  aflerts  P  Is 
it  not  enoQ^  for  duty,  that  God  commands  ?  fs 
not  this  enough  for  the  fiudi  of  a  creature,  utterly 
incapable  of  accounting  for  any  thing  ?  Is  it  not 
enoi^  for  the  duty  of  a  creature,  altogether  inca- 
pable of  fubfifting  a  fingle  moment  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
dependence? .What  God  iays,  is  fufiiciently  ac- 
counted for  fay  his  faying  it,  and  whatfoever  he  com- 
mands, is  fuflicienchy  authorifed  by  his  commanding 
it.  He  does  not  ipeak  to  puzzle;  nor  command 
merely  to  fliew  his  power ;  and  therefore  all  that  the 
underftaading  and  will  of  the  moft  enliditened  man 
QQ  earth  bath  to  do,  when  God  either  t&xtB  or  com^ 
vands,  is  to  believe  and  obey. 

Thus  thought  the  patriarch  Abraham.  IFfewasa 
hundred  years  old,  and  his  wife  ninety,  whra  God 
toid  him,  (he  ihould  bear  him  a  fon.  0^  this  moft 
amazing  declaration,  he  did  not  defire  God  to  ac- 
count either  for  the  ooflibility,  or  the  means^  of  per- 
fonning  the  promiie,  which,  in  thofe  refpefts,  was 
pcrfodkly  myfterious  and  unintelligible  to  mm.  All 
he  undorftood,  and  this  he  did  underftand  perfectly 
welly  was,  that  God  had  promifed  him  a  fon  by  So- 
tab ;  that  firom  that  fon  agre^t  naiionjbouid  dejcend-^ 
and  tbaf  in  ins  /eed  by  that  fon,  aU  the  nations  of  the 

earth 
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earth  Jhould  he  hkjfed.  This  was  all  God  intended 
he  (hould  apprehend.  This  he  did  apprehend,  and 
this  he  firmly  believed,  his  reafon  not  in  the  leaft 
prefuming  to  interfere  any  farther,  than  fully  to  per- 
fuade  him,  that,  aflonifhing  as  the  promife  appeared 
to  be,  God  was  able  to  perform  it,  and  that  he  would 
certainly  perform  it  he  did  moft  firmly  believe,  and 
bis  faith  was  counted  to  him  for  rigbteoufnefs. 

On  an  infinitely  more  trying  occafion,  more  (hock- 
ing to  his  underitanding,  and  more  grating  to  his 
moft  tender  affeftions,  when  God  after  all  the  pro- 
mifes  of  a  numerous  pofterity  by  his  fon  Ifaac, 
commanded  him  to  flay  that  very  fbn  with  his  own 
hands;  he  neither  doubted  concerning  the  perfor- 
mance of  thofe  promifes,  nor  difputed  thejulticeof 
the  command.  He  never  thougnt  of  aiking,  how 
God's  performance,  and  his  obedience  could  be  re- 
conciled. If  his  reafon  mtermeddled  at  all  with  the  in- 
-fcrutable  myftery,  it  was  only  to  fatisfy  him,  that 
God  could  raife  up  his  fon  from  the  deady  as  St.  Paul 
obferves,  and  fulfil  the  promifes  in  him  after  his  re- 
furreftipn.  The  hope  of  a  refurredtion  was  all  the 
relief  his  faith  could  poffibly  afford  itfelf  on  the  be- 
wildering occafion.  Yet  what  fort  of  a  relief  was 
this?  To  believe  that  his  fon  fhould  come  to  life 
again!  a  thing  moft  incredible  in  itfelf!  that  had 
never  yet  happened!  that  had  not  (for  aught  that 
appears)  been  ever  yet  promifed  !  or  if  promifed,  to 
be  performed  too  late  for  the  hope  of  pofterity  ! 

What  now  fhould  our  libertine  Chriflian,  our  fub- 
til  ar^ift  at  interpretations,  have  done,  fuppoiing  him 
in  Abraham's  place?  On  his  principles,  he  muft  at 
firft  have  denied,  that  God  had  given  him  any  fuch 
command,  becaufe  truly  he  could  liave  had  no  proof 
of  this  fo  ftrong,  as  he  hath,  that  tlie  eternal  law  oi 
nature  is  indifpenfible  even  by  the  Deity  himfelfi  or 
t^hat  this  palpable  impoiUbiliiy,  Ifaac  fhall  immedi- 
ately die,  and  yet  Ifaac  fhall  liave  a  numerous  pofte- 
rity, 
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rity,  could  ever  be  eflfefted.  No,  he  muft  fey,  God 
hath  given  me  reafon  to  judge  in  all  things  within 
the  verge  of  my  capacity,  and  my  reafon  tells  me, 
that  if  my  (on,  now  childlefs,  is  put  to  death,  he  ne- 
ver can  have  any  iffue,  and  therefore  I  miift  be  cx- 
cufed,  if  I  do  not  believe,  it  is  God  who  pmmifes 
the  iillie,  and  yet  commands  the  death.  Such  ab-' 
furdides  my  reafon  cannot  digeft,  nor  could  God 
ever  require  it  ftiould.  Much  left  can  I  fuppofe,  the 
juft  God  fliould  order  me  to  embrue  my  hands  in 
the  blood  of  my  own  innocent  fon.  By  the  indifpen- 
fible  law,  he  hath  imprefled  on  my  nature,  he  hath 
obliged  me  to  cheriih  and  preferve  the  life  of  nty 
child.  He  cannot  therefore  bid  me  kill  him.  He 
cannot  give  law  againft  law,  nor  by  any  revelation 
order  me  to  violate  that  law  which  binds  himfelf  aa 
well  as  me.  Stall  not  the  judge  of  all  the  earth  do 
right  /  And  can  it  be  right  to  command  any  one 
to  do  that  which  is  wrong  P  Prom  all  this  I  conclude, 
that  either  I  am  deceived  tn  fancying  any  one  hath 
given  me  this  cruel  command,  or,  that  diou  who 
haft  given  it  art  the  tme  God  imieed. 

But  as  God  could  eaiily  refute  this  conclufion,  ind 
prove,  that  he  hath  a  right  to  difpenfe  with  the  tawa« 
impofed  on  his  creatures,  and  that  he  himfelf  had 
actually  given  the  command,  what  then  muft  the 
Kbertme  Chriftian  do }  Will  he  obey  P  No^  hia 
ei]eraal  faiw  is  iftot  to  be  difpenied  with.  He  muft 
not  even  will  the  deed.  All  the  relief  he  hath  left, 
is  to  ikiew  ibme  other  meaning  out  of  the  words, 
which,  what  it  (hall  be,  or  how  he  will  nonage  the 
matter,  he  only  can  tell,  who  hath  often  pertormed 
exploits  aa  octraordinary  of  the  feme  kind  *,  hath, 
for  inftanoi,  demonftrated  from  fcripture,  diredly 
againft  the  eii^refs  words  of  fcripture,  that  there  are 
more  Goda  than  one ;  and  that  we  may  pray  to^ 
and  worfliip  the  cteature,  even  as  ^  creatcNr: 

Vou  IV.  F  ShouM 
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Should  he,  however,  utterly  difclaim  all  fliifts  of 
this  kind,  and  declare,  thait  did  God  appear  to  him, 
and  adbially  give  him  the  command  in  the  fame 
words  he  is  (aid  to  have  given  it  to  Abraham,  he 
would  inftantly  believe  and  obey ;  we  then  afk  him, 
does  he  not  nrmly  believe  the  command  was  really 

SVen  ?  If  he  does,  what  comes  of  the  dHce  he  af- 
^ns  to  his  reafbn,  whereby,  under  pretence  of  only 
interpreting,  he  gives  her  authority  to  controul  and 
dictate  to,  the  word  of  God  ?  Is  the  fuprcmacy, 
he  invefts  her  with,  more  juftifiable  in  any  cafe,  for 
inftance,  in  that  of  the  Trinity,  or  the  incarnation 
of  Chrift,  than  in  this  ?  If  in  this  it  is  perfeAly 
abfurd  and  impious,  how  can  he  maintain  it  in  other 
dodtrines,  wherein  his  principles  will  be  much  lets 
diftrefled  for  want  of  it  ? 

Is  it  at  all  (b  difficult,  or  (b  feemingly  contrary  to 
reafon,  to  believe,  that  in  God,  who  is  infinitely 
more  incomprehenfible  in  his  nature,  than  in  his  pro- 
miies  or  commands,  there  may  be  three  perfons,  as 
it  is  to  believe,  that  a  man  who  is  inftantly  to  die 
^hildlefs,  (hall  have  a  numerous  iifue ;  or  that  the 
(acriiice  of  an  innocent  (on  by  the  hands  of  his  own 
father,  can  be  moft  highly  pleafing  in  the  fight  of 
infinite  gopdnefs  ?  Surely  it  is  not.  Yet  we  fee  the 
faith  of  Abraham,  founded  on  the  promifes  of  God, 
and  his  obedience  risndered  againft  nature,  are  re- 
peatedly approved  of  in  the  itrongeft  terms  by  the* 
Holy  Ghoft,  in  a  cafe  where  reafbn  is  utterly  loft, 
and  where  the  natural  law  is  diredtly  violated ;  and 
why  approved  ?  but  becaufe  it  was  God  who  pror 
mifed  and  can  perform  againfl  all  appearances  of  im-: 
poffibility ;  and  God  who  commanded,  and  ought  to 
be  obeyed  ag^inft  every  tie  of  nature,  if  he  requires 
it.  Atoiham  believed :  that .  which  to  common  fenfe 
is  incredible ;  trufled  in  an  event  which  mere  reafon 
pronounces  impoflible  j  peiformed  an  a^ion,  or  wil- 
led it,  which  is  naturally  unlawful  ^   and  bis  faith 

was 
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was  counted  to  bim  for  rigbteoufnefs^  becaufe  he 
believed  in  and  obeyed  God,  which  rendered  hU 
faith  rational,  and  his  obedience  dutiful.  .   . !  ' 

Attend  to  this,  you  who  call  yourTelf  a  Chriftiaii, 
and  take  the  Bible  for  the  rule  both  of  your  fiaith  and 
practice,  but  lean  never tbelefs  to  your  own  underftandr 
ingj  as  often  as  that  facred  book  appears  to  oppofe 
it.  Inftead  of  endeavouring  to  warp  the  Bible  to 
your  reafon,  fubmit  your  reafon  to  the  Bible,  if  you 
reaUy  believe  it  to  be  the  word  of  Cod.  Strain  .not 
for  interpretations.  Take  plain  aflertions  or  declara- 
tions in  their  obvious  fenfe.  Confider  what  you  read 
as  a  revelation,  made  by  God,  who  knows  all  things, 
to  you  who  know  but  few  things,  and  thofe  perhaj^ 
imperfedWy,  that  you  may  bring  your  mind  to  ,this 
(hort  infallible  conclufion,  if  God  and  I  differ^  I 
muft  be  in  the  wrong.  Prepare  your  ear  and .  your 
underftanding  for  him  who  nbade^  and  may  be  (afely 
trailed  with  both. 

Hear^  O  beavens^  and  give  ear^  O  eartb^  for  the 
Lord  batb  fpoken ;  and  what  he  hath  fpoken,  who 
Ihall  difbelieve  or  difbbey?  Shall  opinion  diTputei 
(hall  prejudice  contradidt,  ihall  paflion  oppoie,  or 
rorfon  (it  in  judgment,  on  his  words }  No,  let  u$ 
commune  with  our  own  hearts^  and  be  Jiilly  and  know 
that  he  is  God  who  fpeaks.  Lit  all  the  eartb  keepfr 
lence  before  bim.  He  is  truth  itfelf,  and  great  is  his 
wifdom  i  and  therefore  he  muft  be  believed.  His 
juftice  is  infinite,  his  power  boun^dlefs,  and  witb  bim 
is  terrible  maiefly ;  and  therefore  he  muft  be  obeyed; 
Lo  !  be  dot b  fend  fortb  bis  voice^  and  tbat  a  mighty 
voiccy  in  the  holy  fcriptures.  At  the  found  of.  this 
voice,  our  ears  have  nothing  p  do,  but  to  liften^ 
nor  our  appreheniions,  but  to  cboceive  his  meaning  i 
nor  our  reailbn,  but  to  believe  in  the  wifdom,  truth, 
and  goodneis  of  all  he  inculcates  or  commands.  .  God 
is  a  fun  to  all  the  world  of  fpirits^-  and  his  >yprd  is 
the  light  of  that  fun  to  us.  No  previous  opinions  or 
'      F  2  pre- 
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prejudices  muft  be  ruflfercd  (b  much  as  to  twinkte 
in  the  eyes  of  our  judgment,  when  this  fun  cf 
rigbteoulnefs  arifetb  upon  our  minds.  No  wild 
j>affions,  nor  inordinate  affeftions,  nor  works  of 
darknels,  muft  prefume  to  (hew  themfelves  in  this 
light.  No,  when  this  (un  arifeth,  let  thefe  beafts  of 
prey  and  violence  lay  themfelves  down  in  their  dtnSj 
till  they  are  fo  tamed,  that  the  child  of  God  can 
lead  theiti. 

God  promifed,  what  reafon,  blind  unpenetrating 
.reafon,  aeems  imprafticable ;  but  AhrcAc^m  believed, 
'and  fo  muft  we,  or  we  tread  not  in  thefteps  of  the  faith 
tf  ot$r  father  Abraham.  God  commanded,  what  nature 
deems  unjuft  and  crael ;  but  Abraham  obeyed,  and 
fb  muft  we,  or  our  fetth,  if  we  have  any,  will  not 
be  imputed  to  us  for  righteoufnefs.  Let  us  therefori* 
believe,  as  he  did,  for  after  all  the  myfterioufnefs  of 
feme  things  which  we  ought  to  believe,  nojthing  can 
be  more  truly  rational.  Let  us  alfo  obey,  as  he  did, 
for  howfoever  irkfomc  this  obedience  may  be  to  a 
corrupt  and  refradlory  nature,  we  have  reafon  to 
know  It  is  our  higheft  wifdom  for  the  prefent,  and 
^vill  prtvc  our  greatcft  happinefs  at  the  laft.  It  is 
fbrely  no  g?;e^t  thipg,  after  all,  to  fubniit  our  reafon 
fo  mtferably  miftaken,^  and  fo  fhamefully  erring,  al- 
mcft  ih  tvery  hout  of  ^our  lives,  to  infinite  unerring 
wHdbrp.  Neither  is  it,  if  we  rightly  x»nfider  Ae 
matter,'  a.  very  great  thing  to  refign  nil  we  have, 
i;ven  the '  lives  of  our  children,  or  our  own,  to  that 
ihfitjitely  gracious  being,  who  hath  given  up  his  on- 
ly-begoitten  an4  well-beloved  fon,  that  we  may 
cfeape  the  tormepts  of  hell,  and  inherit  the  glories 
of  heavtn.  !f  any  man  however  thinks,  this  is  too 
much  for  feith  to  bcHeve,  or  for  duty  to  perform,  I 
muft  tell  him  now,  and  God  will  tell  it  hirti  hereaf- 
ter, that  heaven  is  too  gpod  for  hin:^.  Let  us  there*' 
fore  believe  with  all  our  underftandings  what  God 
declares,  and  obey  with  all  our  hearts  what  God 
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commands;  for  thus  to  believe,  is  true  wifdom^ 
though  we  can  by  no  means  account  for  tfie  matter 
of  our  faith ;  and  thus  to  obey,  is  our  moft  reafon- 
able  fervice,  though  it  Ihould  bear  never  fo  hard  on 
our  corrupt  afle&iona 

But  as  there  is  no  efFeCtual  faith,  no  acoeptable 
obedience,  but  that  which  proceeds  from  thy  grace, 
O  fountain  of  all  good ;  (o  we  moft  eameftly  befeech 
thee,  to  teach  us  both  to  bqlieve  and  to  do  Whatfe- 
ever  fliall  be  moft  pleafing  in  thy  iight,  through  the 
merits  of  Chrift  Jefus  our  redeemer,  to  whom,  with 
the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  might,  ma- 
jefty,  dignity,  and  dominion,  now  and  for  evermore. 
Amen. 

The  grace  of,  &c. 
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DISCOURSE    IV. 

Chriftian  Faith  is  Faith   in  the  Holy 
Trinity. 


Matthew     xxviii.    i8,  19,  20. 

'J ejus  came^  and  /pake  unto  tbem^  Joying^  all  power 
is  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth. 

Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nations^  baptijing  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Father^  and  of  the  Son^  and  of  the 
HolyGhoft: 

Teaching  them  to  ohferve  all  things  whatfoever  I 
have  commanded  you^  and  lo^  I  atn  with  you  alway^ 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world. 

IN  thefe  words  of  our  bleflfed  Saviour,  and  thofe 
'  reported  by  St.  Mark^  ch.  xvi.  15,  16,  is  con- 
tained the  inftitution  of  baptifm ;  and  with  it 
is  conveyed  to  a  thinking  reader,  but  briefly  indeed, 
as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  requires,  the  whole  fum 
and  fubftance  of  the  chriftian  religion.  The  words 
in  St.  Mark  are  thefe.  He  faid  unto  them  (the  ele- 
ven) go  ye  into  all  the  worlds  and  preach  the  gof- 
pel  to  every  creature.    He  that  believeth  and  is  bap- 
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tifedjball  he  faved ;   hut  he  that  helieveth  not  Jball  he 
damned. 

On  that  fulncfs  of  pewer,  both  celcftial  and  ter- 
reftrial,  wherewith  our  Saviour,  after  his  refurrec- 
tion,  was  veftcd,  he  founds,  you  fee,  the  authority 
whereby  he  inftitutes  this  holy  facrament ;  and  you 
will  ibon  perceive  alfo,  that  any  lefe  or  limited  pow- 
er had  been  infufficient  for  fo  great  a  purpofe. 

It  is  likewife  plainly  apparent  from  the  words  re- 
peated, that  this  inftitution  is  a  covenant ;  for  falva- 
tion  is  promifed  to  every  man,  not  abfolutely,  but 
on  the  exprefs  ccmdition  of  his  helieving  and  heing 
haptifedj  and  damnation  threatened,  in  cafe  he  (hall 
not  helieve. 

It  is  equally  manifeft,  that  faith  is  not  more  lie- 
cefiarily  required  of  all  Qiriftians  as  a  condition  of 
this  covenant,  than  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
Chrift,  for  we  are  obliged  to  ohferve  and  do  all  things 
which  Q?rifi  hath  commanded  his  apoftles. 

On  the  terms  of  this  faith,  and  of  obedience 
founded  on  this  faith,  our  almighty  mailer  promifes 
to  be  with  us  his  church  alway^  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  world.  How  great  the  benefits  of  his  gracious 
prcfenoe  continual^  vouchfafed  to  the  whole  church, 
and  every  one  of  its  members,  muft  be,  is  eafily 
conceived  by  the  mind  of  a  true  believer,  ff^ithout 
him  we  can  do  nothings  nothing  at  leaft  that  is  good  ; 
but  we  can  do  all  things  through  Chrift  who  ftrength- 
eneth  us^  and  whofe  grace  is  fufficient  for  us^  if  he, 
to  whom  belongeth  atl  power  in  heaven  and  earthy  he 
with  us  J  who  fball  he  agoing  us  ?  If  he  is  always 
with  us,  then  of  neceflity  muft  we  be  always  with 
him,  and  in  him,  even  here,  although  as  yet  con- 
tending with  the  flelh ;  and  hereafter,  where  he  isy 
there  Jball  we  he  alfoj  partakers  of  his  holinefs^  of  bis 
inberitancCj  of  the  divine  nature^  and  confequently 
of  that  reft,  that  peace,  that  joy,  that  crown,  which 
he  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.    Such  are 
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the  promifesy  and  (iich  the  part  of  God  in  this  co- 
venant. 

A  commiffion  to  beflowXhrift^  and  impart  eter- 
nal falvation,  to  all  men«  requires,  you  fee,  unli- 
mited power  and  authority  in  him  who  grants  it. 
None  but  the  almighty*  can  either  forgive  us  our 
fma,  or  fit  us  for  forgivenefs.  Accordingly,  it  is  in 
the  name,  and  by  the  authority,  of  the  Father^  the 
Son^  and  the  Hohf  Gbqfi^  that  is,  of  tlM  ever  bleiled 
and  glorious  Trinity*  that  we  are  commanded  to  be 
baptifed,  or  received  into  that  covenant  of  mercy 
and  peace  which  Chrift  hath  procured  for  us  by,  and 
eftabliihed  in,  his  precious  blood,  which  he  therefore 
calls  his  blood  of  the  new  covenant. 

Having  thus  a  little  opened  the  nature  of  baptifm 
from  the  words  of  the  inftitution  itfclf,  I  intend  to 
lay  out  the  remainder  of  this  difcourfe  intirely  on 
the  form  ppcfcribed  by  our  Saviour  for  the  admini^ 
ftration  of  this  facrament,  contained  in  thcfe  parti- 
cular words,  in  the  name  of  the  Father^  the  Son^  and 
the  Holy  Gboft^  confidered,  however,  chiefly  as  ap- 
plied to  this  weighty  and  folemn  purpofe  ot  the  co- 
venant. 

In  order  to  awaken  thoie  who  hear  me,  to  a  fair 
and  diligent  enquiry  into  the  trac  import  or  meaning 
of  the  words  mentioned,  it  will  be  neceffary  firft  to 
fhew  the  high  importance  of  that  meaning,  be  it 
what  it  will. 

After  obferving  to  you,  that  fome  men,  with 
equal  impiety  and  abmrdity,  regard  the  words  of 
this  mod  awful  inftitution,  as  little  more  than  words, 
and  a  mere  empty  form,  it  will  be  proper  to  call 
you,  who,  I  truft,  are  otherwife  minded,  to  a  fe- 
rioiis  and  refpedlful  confideration,  that  no  terms  or 
exprcfiions  ufed  by  Chrift  himfelf,  be  the  occafion 
what  it  will,  can  poffibly  contain  any  thing  lefs,  than 
the  moft  important  meaning,  which  the  nature  of 
the  fubjcdt,  or  of  the  occauon,  calls  for  i    and  that 
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ftill^  as  the  dignity  of  the  occafion  rifes,  fo  the  im- 
portance qS  his  words,  being  fuppofed,  as  they  ceir- 
tainly  ought  to  be,  to  rife  in  proportion,  demand  a 
fuitable  degree  of  attention  and  veneration  from  all 
who  hear  or  read  them. 

Thcfe  things  feelingly  laid  to  heart,  let  me  be- 
feecb  you,  in  the  next  place,  to  confider,  what  that 
occafion  or  purpofe  is,  to  which  the  words  are  ap« 
plied. 

Firft,  they  are  applied  to  that  awful  covenant, 
which  contains  all  the  rules,  whereby  we  are  to 
think,  (peak,  and  aft ;  and  whereby  our  confciences 
are  to  be  regulated,  during  our  whole  lives.  Every 
article  of  the  chriftian  faith,  and  every  duty  of  the 
chriftian  life,  being  hereby  bound  on  our  confciences 
in  a  folemn  promife  made  to  Gkxl  himfelf,  that  is,  by 
a  deliberate  and  awful  vow,  we  cannot  fuppofe  the 
very  words,  which  on  God's  part,  authorife  this 
covenant,  can  be  lefs  than  infinitely  important. 

Secondly,  the  words  are  applied  to  that  covenant, 
whereby  aU  men  are  to  be  judged  at  the  laft  day, 
before  the  throne  of  God,  and  in  the  ficht  of  the 
whole  intelligent  creation,  for  all  the  thoughts,  words, 
tnd  a£ti(ms  of  their  whole  lives ;  and  of  confequence, 
whereby  diey  are  to  be  adjudged  to  eternal  happincfs 
or  mifery.  No  words,  ufed  by  Chrift  on  fuch  an  oc- 
cafion, can  furely  be  of  lefs  than  infinite  importance. 

Thirdly,  the  words  are  applied,  as  the  efTential 
fmn,  both  of  inftitution  and  adminiftration  to  that 
covenant  of  mercy  and  peace  with  an  offended  God, 
no  otherwiie  to  be  appeafed,  which  was  obtained  by 
the  reconciling .  blocKl  of  Chrift,  the  only  begotten 
ton  of  God  himfelf  If  therefore  juftification  inftead 
of  guilt,  and  peace,  eternal  peace,  inftead  of  enmi- 
ty and  war,  with  almighty  God,  can  give  impor- 
tance to  the  covenant  itielf,  the  covenant  muft  un- 
doubtedly give  equal  importance  to  the  very  words 
«f  tt'9  idtitution. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly,  thofc  other  words  of  our  Saviour^ 
which  accompany  thefe,  b<  that  believetb  and  is 
bapii/ed,  Jball  be  faved^  and  be  tbat  believetb  not^ 
Jball  be  damned^  muft  unqueftionably  impart  to 
thefe  all  their  own  force  and  importance,  for  no- 
thing can  be  more  evident,  than  that  the  faith  here 
required,  muft  be  a  faith  in  the  meaning  of  thefe 
words  of  the  inftitution,  and  that  he  only  who  be- 
lieves in  the  Fatber^  Son^  and  Holy  Gboft^  in  whofe 
name  he  muft  be  baptifed,  can  be  faved. 

Not  only  the  ftridt  conjundion  of  this  declaration 
with  the  form  of  the  inftitution,  but  the  nature  aUb 
of  the  thing,  fully  proves  the  juftnefs  of  this  aiierti-  * 
on,  whether  we  confidcr  the  ufe  made  of  the  form, 
or  the  perfons  mentioned  therein.  If  the  very  form 
itfelf,  whereby  all  the  benefits  of  baptrfm  are  for- 
mally granted,  is  not  believed,  thofe  benefits  can, 
in  no  fenfe,  be  expeded,  a  difbelief  of  this  being 
the  fame  as  a  renunciation  of  the  covenant.  Again^ 
in  no  fenfe,  can  any  hopes  of  pardon  or  falvation  be 
entertained,  without  a  firm  belief-  in  the  perfons, 
whofe  names,  and  whofe  joint  authority,  give  the 
inftitution  itfelf  all  its  force. 

Now,  it  is  impoflible  to  believe  any  thing,  but  fo 
far  as  we  underftand  it.  In  order  therefore  to  be  fo 
baptifed,  as  to  receive  a  title  to  the  priviieses  and 
benefits  of  the  Chriftian  covenant,  all  Chriftians 
muft  know  who  the  Father  is,  in  what  fenfe,  and  for 
what  reafon  they  are  baptifed  in  his  name,  for  other- 
wife,  although  it  is  eternal  life  to  believe  in  him, 
they  cannot  poffibly  believe  in  him,  as  they  ought  to 
do.  Who  the  Son  is,  they  ought  likewife  to  know, 
not  only  becaufe  they  are  baptifed  in  his  name,  but 
becaufe  they  are  in  a  peculiar  fenfe,  baptifed  into 
him,  that  is,  into  his  body  the  church,  and  into  his 
death.  He  who  knows  not  thefe  things,  how  can  be 
be  faid  to  believe  in  the  Son  ?  And  laftly,  who  the 
Holy  Gboft  is,  every  Chriftian  ought  to  know,  both 
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becaufe  he  is  baptifed  in  his  name,  as  well  as  in  thofe 
of  the  two  other  perfons,  and  likewife  becaufe  it  is 
by  him  we  are  all  baptifed  into  one  body  of  Chrift^  and 
baptifm  itfelf  can  avail  nothing,  if  it  is  not  the  true 
haptifm  of  the  fpirit^  through  wbofe  fan^ification^ 
God  hath  chofen  us  from  the  beginning  to  falvation. 
It  is  by  the  ad'fti^n  of  the  fpirity  fealed  to  us  in 
baptifm,  that  we  call  God  our  father ;  and  therefore 
no  man  can  rightly  believe,  or  be  effedually  baptifed, 
without  knowing  who  the  Holy  Spirit  is. 

If  the  apoftles,  and  after  them,  the  whole  Chriftian 
mioiftry,  were  obliged  by  the  exprefs  command  of 
Chrift  to  teach  all  nations^  and  then  (but  not  till  then) 
to  baptife  them ;  were  they  not,  of  all  things,  to  teach 
them  what  baptifm  or  the  covenant  is,  what  it  is  into 
which  they  were  to  be  baptifed,  and  who  they  are, 
in  whofe  name  the  covenant  is  granted,  and  to  whofe 
fervice  they  are  thereby  fo  folemnly  confecrated  and 
fealed? 

But  further,  it  is  by  no  means  fufiicient  for  a 
Qiriftian  to  know  only,  that  the  Father  is  he,  from 
whom  are  all  things ;  that  the  Son  is  he,  by  whom  we 
are  redeemed ;  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  he,  by  whom  we  are 
Jhnaified^  that  is,  to  know  thefe  three  perfons  in 
their  offices  relative  to  mankind ;  no,  the  Chriftian 
ought  to  underftand  in  what  fenfe  it  is,  that  baptifm  is 
inftituted  and  adminiftred  joindy  in  the  name  of  all  the 
three ;  whether,  as«they  are  here  joined  together  with- 
out any  marks  of  diftinftion,  he  ought  to  believe  in  all 
the  tlinee  equally,  and  receive  the  covenant  with 
equal  rcfpedk  to,  and  truft  in,  all  the  three-,  whether 
he,  in  effeft,  covenants  by  baptifm  with  one  only, 
of  three  panics ;  whether  he  is  to  worftiip  each  by 
prayer,  thankfgtving,  love,  and  dependance,  or  not ; 
and  if  he  is,  whether  he  ought  to  regard  one  of 
them  only  as  God,  or  the  three  as  three  diftindt  Gods, 
or  all  the  three,  asconftituting  one  only  God.  And 
the  rea/bn  why  his  faith  ought  to  be  built  on  no  lefa 
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knowledge,  than  this,  is  plain,  not  only  becaufe  the 
Scriptures  have  made  frequent  and  ample  declarati- 
ons on  all  thefe  fubje£ts,  for  his  information  \  but 
becaufe,  without  knowing  thefe  things,  he  may 
worship  that  for  God,  which  is  but  a  creature,  or 
treat  that  as  a  creature  only,  which  is  really  God  ; 
or  whether  he  is  to  believe  in  one  only,  or  three 
Gods,  may  be  altogether  at  a  lofs  to  know.  As 
fome  of  die  errors,  juft  now  mentioned,  are  moft 
abominably  idolatrous,  and  the  reft,  horribly  pro- 
fane; and  as  either  the  one  fort  or  the  other,  are 
fitted  to  lead  the  world  into  all  manner  of  wicked- 
sefs ;  we  may  conclude,  in  the  firft  place,  that  the 
word  of  God  muft  be  very  plain  and  determinate  on 
fuch  fubjeds ;  and  in  the  next^  that  it  is  our  indif- 
penfibie  duty,  fairly  and  diligently  to  examine  it,  in 
order  to  a  thorough  information  in  points,  wherein 
the  whole  fyflem  of  that  faith,  that  worfliip,  and 
that  obedience,  to  which  we  are  bound  by  our  bap- 
tifmal  vow,  is  founded. 

On  the  whole,  it  cannot  be  lefs  than  abfolutely 
neceflary,  that  all  Chriftians,  that  is,  all  who  by 
baptifm  take  on  them  the  profeifion  of  Chriftianity, 
ihould  know  the  Fatbir^  from  whom  they,  the 
whole  univerfe,  and  the  true  religion  itfelf,  derive  their 
very  being ;  that  all  Chriftians  mould  know  the  Son 
or  Cbrifi,  and  bim  crucified^  and  that  they  ft)ould, 
with  St.  Paul,  count  all  tbings  but  lofsy  for  tb<  excel-- 
lency  of  tbe  kwmUdge  of  Cbrift  Jc/us  tbeir  Lord^ 
and  that  all  Chriftians  (hould  know  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
by  whom  the  prophets,  apoftle%  and  even  Chrift 
himfelf,  wrought  dl  their  miracles,  who  infpired  all 
the  penmen  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  who  by  hi^ 
grace,  regenoating  and  fandifying  tbe  whole  churchy 
finiOies  the  great  work  of  ialvation. 

Having  laid  enough  to  pity^e  the  importance  <^ 
this  knowledge,  and  to  ftiew  the  neceflity  of  it,  in 
order  to  baptifm  and  the  Chriftiao  covenants  it  is 
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now  rime  to  fhew,  in  the  fecond  place,  what  it  is, 
and  who  thofe  perfbns  reaXiy  arc,  in  whofe  name  wc 
are  baprifed. 

It  isiE^rced  on  all  hands,  that  the  firft  is  tme,  real, 
and  eternal  God,  and  that  God,  or  the  divine  nature, 
is  incomprehenfible.  But  whether,  either  the  fecond 
or  the  third  perfon,  is  as  truly  and  really  God,  or 
not,  is  dtfputed. 

Had  nothing  further  been  revealed  in  Holy  Scrip- 
ture concerning  thcfe  two  perfons,  but  what  is.  inti- 
mated in  the  form  of  baptifm,  we  muft  have  con- 
cluded, that,  as  to  the  mere  a<ft  of  covenanting,  we 
ought  to  judge  the  authority  of  all  the  perfons  to  be 
equal  in  that  a6V,  fince  they  are  mentioned  Amply, 
and  without  any  marks  of  diftindion,  in  the  form 
itfelf.  If  a  covenant  is  made  between  thiee  con* 
tradting  parties,  thus  limply  mentioned,  on  the  one 
fide,  and  a  fingle  party  on  the  other,  the  laft  will 
never  be  able  to  (ee  any  reaibn  in  fuch  covenant  for 
his  depending  nK>re  on  any  one  of  the  three,  for  the 
performance,  than,  on  the  other  two  •,  if  this  cove- 
nant is  a  voluntary  grant  given  in  the  joint  name  of 
all  the  three,  whereby  Ae  other  fingle  party  is  to 
hold  a  valuable  title,  or  enjoy  confiderable  privileges, 
that  itngle  party  thus  endowed,  will  never  be  able 
to  iee  any  rea(bn,  why  he  n>kmld  think  himfelf  nx>re 
obliged  in  graritude  to  love  any  one  of  the  three^ 
than  the  other  two.  And  further,  if  in  confidera- 
Iton  of  this  ritle,  and  theie  privileges^  he  is  by  vir- 
tue of  the  cd?enant  bound  to  any  fervices,  thus 
fimplj  contfaded  for  in  behalf  of  all  the  three,  he 
will  never  be  able,  from  the  tenour  of  fuch  a  cove- 
lant,  to  fee  a  reafen,  why  he  (hould  ferve  or  obey 
any  one  of  the  three  parties^  preferably  to  the  rdt. 

ThisTeaibmng  woukl  be  (bund  and  juft^  although 
tiie  covenant  fhould  run  plurally  in  the  names  of 
tfiree  peribns  granting  and  covenanting  on  the  one 
part ;  but  gro%ys  ftill  ftfonger  wh»  it  is  exprefled 

fingularly 


78      Chrifiian  Faith  is  Faith  in  the  Holy  Trinity. 

fingularly  in  the  name  of  all  the  three,  for,  in  this 
cafe,  either  an  unity  of  nature  or  authority,  or  rather 
of  tx)th,  as  it  is  irrational  and  impious  to  admit  the 
one  in  this  cafe  without  the  other,  infers  an  unity  of 
gratitude,  love,  dependance,  and  obedience,  that  is^ 
one  worfliip,  due  from  the  other  covenanting  party, 
to  all. 

It  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that  as  the  authority 
whereby  we  are  baptifed  into  this  covenant,  is  one, 
and  the  name  alfo,  wbereinto  we  are  baptifed  (fuch  is 
the  expreflion  in  the  original  greek)  is  one  name^  fo 
confequently,  in  plain  conftrudion,  that  name  ought 
to  ftand  for  one  being,  that  one  being  which  conili- 
tutes  the  firft  and  fecond  perfons,  John,  x.  30.  and 
includes  the  third,  namely,  the  Spirit  of  the  Father^ 
Math.  X.  20.  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Son^  Gal.  iv.  6. 
v)bicb  three  are  one^  i  John  v.  7. 

If  therefore  the  Chrifiian  covenant  is  the  gift  of 
God,  who  can  neither  deceive,  nor  be  deceived,  all 
perfons  who  are  baptifed,  are  taught  by  the  form  of 
the  covenant  itfelf,  to  render  to  the  Father^  the  Son^ 
and  the  Holy  Gboft^  an  equal  degree  of  dependance, 
love,  and  obedience,  unlefs  what  is  not  diftinguifhed 
in  the  fqrm,  is  plainly  diftinguifhed  clfewhere  in  the 
word  of  God.  If  fuch  diftindtion  is  not  elfewhere 
made,  it  will  follow  from  the  authoritative  form  of 
the  covenant  itfelf,  given  by  God  himfelf,  either  that 
the  Son  and  the  Holy  Gboji  are,  each  of  them,  true 
and  real  God^  or  that  the  true  and  real  God 
hath  folenmly  authorifeji  the  worftiip  of  two  crea- 
tures upon  a  level  with  himfelf,  becaufe,  for  any 
thing  that .  appears  in  the  covenant,  the  depen- 
dance^ love,  and  obedience  contrafted  for  in  that 
covenant,,  mud  be  equal  in  kind  and  degr^  muft 
be  the  .very  fame^  and  muft  be  the  bigheft  that  can 
poffibly  bepajd,  in  as  much  as  they  ^re  confeffedly 
due  from  all  Chriftians,  by  virtue  of  the  covenant 
itfelf,  to  tine  true  and  real  God,  To  afcribe  a  cove- 
V  nant 
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nant  like  this  to  the  God  of  all  majefty  and  truth, 
whereby  God  and  two  creatures  are  to  be  believed  in, 
loved,  obeyed,  and  worfliiped  on  a  level,  is,  I  think, 
as  high  an  inftance  of  abiurdity  and  blafphemy  in 
one,  as  the  enemy  of  God  could  infpire.  But«  to 
avoid  the  wickednefs  of  fuppofmg,  that  God,  contra* 
ry  to  his  own  declaration,  hath  actually  given  bis  bo* 
mour  to  anoibeTj  to  two  others,  to  two  creatures,  and 
commanded  ail  men  to  honour  the  Son^  even  as  tbey  bo- 
wmr  the  Father^  though  infinitely  different  in  dignity 
of  nature ;  it  will  be  our  bu(ine(s  carefully  to  enquire, 
whether  thefe  Scriptural  exprdfions  are  not  to  be 
taken  in  the  comnion  obvious  fenfe  of  the  words ; 
whether  the  terms,  Gody  and  ivorjbip^  when  applied 
to  the  Father  and  the  other  perfbns,  are  equivocal ; 
and  whether  the  Father  hath  any  where  in  his  word, 
either  from  hhnfelf,  or  by  his  Son^  or  his  Holy  Spirit^ 
taught  us  to  make  the  important  and  neceflary  dif- 
dniSion  between  his  own  divine,  and  their  created 
natures,  and  between  tlie  love,  dependance,  and 
worfhip,  which  we  ought  to  pay  to  him  alone,  and 
the  rcfpeft  he  allows  us  to  pay  to  two  of  his  crea- 
tures (bhi^ly  dignified.  I  call  this  an  important  dif- 
tin£tion,  faecauie,  of  all  things,  we  ought  to  know 
the  objeft  of  divine  worlhip ;  and  I  call  it  a  necef- 
fery  diftindtion,  becaufc,  whithout  it,  we  might  be 
tempted  to  turn  the  truth  of  God  into  a  lie^  and  to 
worjbip  the  creature^  rather  than  the  creator.  Now 
nothing  was  eafier  than  for  the  Scriptures  to  tell  us, 
(mce  for  all,  that  althou^  Cbrift  and  die  Holy  Ghoft 
are  fct  forth  in  very  exalted  lights  by  revelation,  yet 
we  are  to  know,  that  neither  of  them  is  God,  nor  to 
be  worihipped  by  prayer,  as  God ;  or  at  leaft,  that 
they  are  but  inferior  delegated  Gods,  and  to  be  wor- 
ihipped only  as  fuch,  only  as  mere  reprefentatives  of 
the  one  true,  real,  and  fupreme  God.  This  would 
have  prevented  ail  doubts  and  disputes  on  the  moft 
important  point  by  far  of  our  whole  religion ;  and 

this 
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thiSy  I  fay  it  again,  and  beg  it  may  be  well  confide- 
red,  was  as  eafy  as  it  was  abfolutely  neceffitry.  If 
therefore  neither  the  feoond  nor  the  third  perfon  in 
the  Trinity  is  God,  nor  to  be  woHhiped  as  true  and 
real  God,  the  Scriptures  muft  roundly  and  plainly 
tell  us  fo,  or  they  cannot  be  the  word  of  God,  for 
God  neither  deceivetby  nor  temptetb  any  num.  I  beg 
it  may  be  further  oonfidered,  that  as  mankind,  from 
the  beginning,  and  throughout  all  ages,  have  been 
wonderfully  prone  to  worfhip  the  creature^  as  well  as, 
or  even  more,  than  the  creator;  and  as  God, 
throughout  the  Scriptures,  hath  left  no  expedient 
unemployed  to  prevent  this  unhappy  and  damnable 
apoftacy  of  men ;  we  mi^t  by  all  means  expedt  to 
find  the  charaders  of  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
fuppofing  them  only  creatures,  fet  forth  in  thoie 
Scriptures  in  the  loweft  lights,  their  real  natures  could 
widi  truth  admit  of,  rather  than  in  fuch  as  are  too 
hi^  Yet  here,  in  the  very  inftitution  of  baptifin, 
in  the  foleaui  form  of  the  new  covenant,  in  that 
ftridl  and  guarded  form  of  words,  which  introduces 
us  to,  and  comprehends  the  whole  of  the  Gofpel, 
they  are  fet  forth  as  equal  with  the  Fatbery  equal  in 
authority,  equal  in  tbeir  rcfpedtive  contributions  ta 
the  work  of  our  iaIvattoQ,  and  confequendy  as  equal 
objects  of  our  faith,  our  gratitude,  our  love,  and 
our  adoration ;  and  in  other  parts  of  Scripture  are 
frequently  ftiled  God. 

But  if,  after  all,  there  is  any  room  left  for  doubt 
about  this  matter,  to  the  Scriptures  at  largb  we  ought 
to  go  for  the  further  explanation  of  a  form  fo  (hort, 
that  we  may  fee,  whether  their  divine  author  hath 
therein  adually  reprefented  the  three  peribna,  Fa^ 
tbiTy  Sony  and  Holy  Gbofi^  as  (»ie  only  God;  or 
given  us  reafon  to  believe  that  we  have  in  baptifin 
covenanted  for  forgiveneis  of  fins,  and  eternal  &lva- 
tioQ,  equally  with  God  and  two  creatures,  widi  the 
one  only  infinite  being,  and  two  infinitely  inferior 
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beings,  and  that  by  the  exprefi  appointment  of  God 
himfelf. 

Now,  it  is  evident,  at  firft  fight,  to  every  deift, 
and  indeed  to  every  thinking  Chriflian,  that  God 
could  not  poffibly  have  done  the  latter;  and  his 
word,  if  candidly  confulted,  will  glaringly  prove, 
he  hath  adlually  done  the  former. 

We  (hall  readily  own  indeed,  that  Chriji  frequently 
fpeaks  of  himfelf,  and  is  fpoken  of  by  the  Apoftles 
as  fubordinate,  and  in  fome  fenfe,  inferior  to  the  Fa- 
ther. But,  at  the  fame  time,  nothing  can  be  more 
plain,  than  that  he  is  only  fubordinate,  as  every  fon 
fhould  be  to  his  father,  and  only  inferior  in  refped  to 
his  human  nature.  This  hath  "been  a  thoufand  times 
fully  proved  ;  but  we  (hall  fee  prefently,  that  it  needs 
no  proof. 

We  likewi(e  as  freely  confe(s,  that  the  Holy  Gboji 
is  (bmetiraes  (poken  of  in  Scripture,  with  marks  of 
fubordination,  as  fent  by  the  Father  and  the  Son^  and 
as  not  fpeaking  of  himlelf,  but  fpeaking  whatfoever 
he  heareth,  and  as  taking  that  which  belongeth  to 
Cbrift^  and  (hewing  it  unto  the  difciples.  That  thefe 
things  derogate  by  no  means  from  his  nature,  but 
only  (hew,  that  he  adts  voluntarily  in  fubordination 
to  the  Father^  the  fountain  of  the  Godhead,  and  to 
Jefus  Cbrijiy  the  proprietor,  by  right  of  purchafe, 
of  all  things,  hath  been* often  deariy  proved,'  though 
here  again  I  venture  to  fay,  there  was  no  neceffity 
for  fuch  proof,  for. 

In  refpeft  both  to  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Gboft^  it  is 
to  be  ob(erved,  firft,  that  the  Holy  Scripture,  no 
where  denies  either  of  them  to  be  God  ;  and  fecond- 
ly,  that,  in  many  places,  it  affirms  each  of  them  to 
be  God.  If  that  can  be  made  appear,  then  it  will 
follow,  that  no  obfcure  or  indireft  qxprdfion,  though 
found  in  the  fame  fcriptures,  can  be  fo  interpreted, 
as  to  prove  either  of  them  not  to  be  God,  in  contiu- 
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^diftion  to  the  plain  and  pofitive  affirmations  of  God ; 
it  will  alfo  from  hence  appear,  that  the  equality, 
wherewith  they  feem  to  be  propofed  in  the  form  of 
baptifm,  is  a  true  and  real  equality,  both  of  nature 
and  authority.  If  it  fhall  likewife  bp  proved,  that 
the  word  of  God  denies  the  being  of  any  God,  or 
any  objed  of  divine  worfhip,  but  one,  whom  man- 
kind may  fall  down  before,  aud  to  whom  they  may 
offer  {acrifice  or  prayer ;  then  it  will  neceflarily  fol- 
low, that  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghofi^ 
are  not  three  diftinft  Gods,  but  one  only  God ;  and 
laftly  it  will  neceflarily  follow  from  the  exprefs  affir- 
mation cf  God,  and  from  his  pofitive  inftitution  of 
baptifm,  that  we  are  confecrated,  in  tliat  folemn  fa- 
crament,  to  the  fervioe  of  the  ever  bleffed  ajid  Holy 
Trinity^  by  faith  in  a  myftery,  which  we  may  eafily 
underftand,  fo  far  as  it  is  propofed  to  our  apprehenfi- 
pns,  but  can  never  account  for,  becaufe  the  divine 
nature  is  incomprehenfible  to  all  created  minds. 
Whofcever  hath  fo  miidi  fenfe,  not  to  fay  xnodefty, 
as  to  confefs  that  God  is  incomprehrjifible  to  bis 
mind,  will  find  no  difficulty  in  a  confequent  confefli- 
on,  that  tliere  may  be  lome  diftindlion  in  God, 
w^hereto  the  perfonal  diftindlion  among  men  bears  a^ 
juft  unalo^y  or  refemblance ;  nay,  and  that  if  man, 
as  the  Scnpture  teHs  us,  is  made  in  the  image  or  likc- 
nefs  of  God,  and  if  in  each  man,'  as  may  be  eafily. 
demonftrated,  there  are  a  bodily  and  vegetative  na- 
ture, enlivened  by  two  fouls,  an  animal,  and  a  ratio- 
nal, united  into  one  perfon ;  there  may  be  in  God 
three  dilHnft  perfons,  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing 
in  refpett  to  our  faith,  a  diftindlion  like  that  between 
three  men,  without  affedting  in  the  leaft,  the  unity 
of  the  one  indivifible  divine  nature. 

Now  if  the  Scriptures  any  where  deny  the  Son  or 
tlie  Holy  Ghofl  to  be  God,  let  the  oppoljbrs  of  their 
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divinity  fhcw  the  pailage,  and  we  have  done,  but 
this  is  tmpoilible. 

On  the  contrary,  that  the  Scriptures  reprefent  the 
Son  as  God,  is  manifeft,  and  the  Ariatts  do  not,  can- 
not deny  it.  St.  Paul  fays  Rom.  ix.  5.  be  is  over  alf, 
God  blejed  for  ever.  St.  John  calls  him.  the  fFord^ 
and /ays,  i.  i.  the  word  was  God,  Cbrijl^  John  viii. 
58.  calls  himfelf  Jehovah^  and  in  the  ift  ot  the  Re- 
velations faith,  lam  Alpha  and  Omega^  the  firji  and 
the  laft.  Now,  as  none  but  one  can  fay  this,  he  who 
(ays  it  here,  muft  be  the  fame  with  him  who  fays, 
liaiah  xl!V>  6.  lam  the  firji  and  the  lafi^  and bejide  me 
there  is  no  God.  To  us  there  is  but  one  God,  the  Fa- 
ther j  of  whom  are  all  things^  and  we  in  him ;  and  one 
hard  Jefus  Cbrift^  by  whom  are  all  things,  and  we  by 
bintj  1  0>r.  viii.  6,  but  then  this  one  God  is  the  only 
Lord,  and  this  one  Lord  the  only  God,  for  Mofei? 
Dcut.  vi.  4.  and  Cbrift,  ^fark  xii.  29.  iay  alike  to 
Jews  and  Chriftians,  bear  O  Ifrael  the  Lord  our 
God  is  one  Lord. 

This  text,  wherein  St.  Paul  diftinguiflies  between 
the  fother,  who  is  one  God,  and  the  Son,  whcr  is 
one  Lord,  gives  no  true  occafion  to  the  Arian  of  that 
triumph  which  he  makes  in  his  application  of  it.  If 
the  father  is  called  one  God,  though  without  an  arti- 
cle in  the  Greek  before  «?  W»  and  the  Son,  one 
Lord  without  an  article  before  «<  «ti^»«,  we  claim  no 
advant^e  from  it ;  but  do  believe  the  Father  to  be 
the  one  "God,  and  the  Son  to  be  the  one  Lord,  for 
there  is  but  one  God,  and  one  Lord ;  nay  we  go 
further,  and  altow,  that  the  Father  is  peculiarly  here 
failed,  the  one  God,  and  the  Son,  as  peculiarly  the 
one  Lord.  But  whether  the  Father  and  the  Son  are 
hereby  contradiftinguifhed  from  each  other,  fo  as 
that,  negatively,  the  Father  is  not  Lord,  nor  the 
Son,  GcS,  in  the  fame  fenfe  of  God  and  Lord,  is 
the  queftion,  which  muft  be  decided  by  other  pla- 
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qe^pf  Scripture ;  Qiid  others  there  are  many,  where- 
in the  Father  is  called  Lord,  and  the  Lord,  and  the 
onc^  ^iOrd ;  and  wherein  the  Son  is  called  God,  the 
God  and  the  one  God.  ff^ho  is  God^  or  Elobim^fcewe 
the  Lord  or  Jeht^vab  ?.  faith  David  in  the  1 8th  Pfalm, 
and  the  31ft  verfe^  the  anfwer  is,  and  muft  be, 
none,^  no  being.  The  Lord  he  is  God  in  heaven  ahove^ 
and  upon  the  earth  beneath :  there  is  none  elfe^  no  other 
God  So  then,  the  one  Lord  is  the  one  God,  *  This  is 
the  language  of  both  teftaments,  of  th^  law  as  well 
as  of  the  gofpel,  in  more  than  114  places,  where  the 
great  being  is  called  the  Lord  God,  and  often  in  di- 
rect .diflinftioh  froni  all  other  beings.  This  blafphe- 
iDous  contradiftindtion  is  wholly  taken  away  by  our 
blc^ffed  Saviour,  Mark  12th  and  29th,  quoting 
Dei^t.  6th  and  4th  in  anfwer  to  one  ($  the  fcribes, 
whored  him  this  important  queftion,  which  is  the 
firft  commafidment  of  all?  Chrift  fays,  the  firfi  of  all 
thecofnmandments  is^  Hfar^  0  If rael  the  Lord  our  God 
is  one  Lord^  And  verfe  the  30th,  thou  Jhalt  love  thr] 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  jbeart,  and  with  all  thy  foul^ 

and  "^Ktl^  ^{l  ^h  ^J^^y  ^^^  ^'^^  ^'^  ^h  fi^^^S^l^  •' 
Tbis^  is  the  firjl  commandment.     And  verfe  the  3 1  ft, . 
the  fecondis  lihy  thou  Jbah  love  thy  neighbour  as  thy- 
felf:   there  is  none  other  commandment  greater  than 
thefe.     Qn  thefe  two  commandments  bang  all  the  law 
afid  the  prophets.     Matthew  2^.40.     In  this  great 
and  fignal  paflkge,  the  fi|mniary  of  law  and  gofpel, . 
wherein  the  foundation  ftone  of  all  religion  and  mo- 
rality is  laid,  wherein  thetwoobjeftsof  all  love,  and 
corifequently  the  fole  objedt  of  all  acceptable  adora- 
tioiij,  is  fixed  and  precifely  determined,  wherein  dif- . 
tindions,  if  at 'all  requifite,  become  abfolutely  ne- 
ceiTary,  no  diftindtion  between  the  Lord  and  the 
God  ifii made,  but  on  the. contrary,  the  one  Lord  is, 
made  the  f'aine  with  the  one  God,  and  the  Lord  our 
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God  is  fet  forth*  to  us  as  the  one  only  Lord,  the  one 
only  felf-exiftcnt  being  or  Jehovah,  the  one  only 
Lord  or  power,  to  whom  all  love  and  obedience  is 
due.  If  then  Chrift  is  peculiarly,  ftiled,  the  one 
Lord,  as  the  Arian  acknowledges,  nay,  infifts  he  is, 
by  St.  Paul,  what  hinders  the  fame  Arian  from  con- 
feiling,  that  Chrift  is  the  one  God,  fince  the  law,  the 
gofpel,  and  Chrift  himfelf,  have  (aid  it  ?  conceit  and 
blindnefs. 

A  cloud  of  other  paflages  might  be  cited  for  the 
fame  purpofe,  but  any  one  of  thefe  had  been 
enough. 

Indeed  his  faying,  as  he  does  at  the  inftitution  of 
baptifm,  that  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth  is  given 
unto  hint ;  is  fufficient  to  prove  his  divinity,  for  if  all 
power  is  given  him  as  an  only  fon,  and  as  the  fon  of 
man,  by  the  Father^  and  we  therefore  conclude  him 
in  fome  fenfe  fubordinate ;  we  muft  thence  alfo  con- 
clude him  truly  God,  for  otherwife  he  could  not,  in 
any  fenfe  become  Almighty.  This  conclufion  is 
greatly  ftrengthcned,  by  the  words  with  which  he 
finifhes  the  inftitution,  /a,  /  am  with  you  to  the  end  of 
the  worlds  where  he  evidendy  fets  himfelf  forth  as  the 
Jehovah,  the  one  neceffarily  and  felf-exiftent  being, 
as  well  as  in  the  eighth  of  the  gofpel  according  to  St. 
John,  where  he  &ith,  before  Abraham  was  I  am^  for 
no  other,  but  the  one  felf-exiftent  being,  can  proper- 
ly and  truly  fpeak  of  himfelf  in  the  prefent  tenfe,  as 
having  heretofore  been,  and  as  hereafter  to  be. 
Well  furely  may  we  be  baptifed  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jefusy  fince  thereby  the  devil  or  enemy  is  caji 
out.  Mark  xvi.  17.  remtjfton  of  fins  preached,  Luke 
xxiv.  47.  and  fmlvation  given  with  an  exclufton  to  all 
other  names  under  heaven^  Adts  iv.  1 2. 

That  the  fame  Scriptures  reprefent  the  Holy 
Ghoft  as  God,  is  alfo  manifeft,  for,  although  none 

but 
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but  God  is  eternal,  yet  tlie  third  peribn  is  called, 
Hcb.  viii.  14.  the  eternal  Spirit,  The  pfalmift  be- 
lieved him  to  beomniprefent,  for  he  fays,  fpeaking 
to  God,  P&lm  cxxxix.  7.  'wbitber  jball  I  go  from 
thy  fpritf  He  is  called  tbt  power  of  the  bigbeft^ 
Luke  i.  i^.  Ail  Scripture^  we  know,  is  given  by 
inspiration  of  God^  z  Tim.  iii.  1 6.  who  muft  there* 
fore  be  the  Holy  Ghrfly  becaufe  tbe  holy  men  of  Cody 
who  penned  the  Scriptures,  Sp^^^  ^^  ^b^y  '^^^^  moved 
by  tbe  Holy  Gbofly  2  Peter  i.  21.  and  Zacharias  calls 
him,  who  (mks  by  thefe  penmen  or  prophets,  tbe 
LordGodof  Ifraely  Luke  i.  68,  (i%  70,  well  Spokt 
tbe  Holy  GboSl^  S^s  St,  Paul^  by  ffaius  tbe  prophet y 
and  tlien  quotes  a  paflage  from  Ifaiah,  wherein  the 
Ifscaker  is  called  tbe  Lord  by  Ifaiah,  and  the  Ldrd 
(or  Jehovah)  of  bqfts  by  tbe  Seraphim.  St.  Paul  calls 
all  Chriftians  the  temples  of  tbe  living  God^  becaufe 
tbe  Sp^f'it  of  God  dwelletb  in  them,  z  Cor.  vi.  1 6. 
compared  with  i  Cor.  iii.  xvi.  and  with  i  Cor.  vi.  19. 
where  our  body  is  called  tbe  temple  of  tbe  Holy  Gboft^ 
which  dwelletb  in  us.  St.  Peter  &ys,  Ananias  in  having 
lied  to  tbe  Holy  Gbofi^  had  lied  to  God^  Ads  v.  3.  4.  St. 
Paul  2  Cor,  iii.  15, 16,  17,  defcantingon  Exod.  xxxiv. 
34.  calls  tbe  Lord-,  or  only  God,  there  Spoken  of^  tbe  Spi- 
rit^ wbofe  miniftrattony  be  Say s^  is  glorious.  If  the  Lord 
is  that  fpirit,  then  the  Ipint  is  that  Lord,  and  the 
one  only  God,  for  to  us  there  is  but  one  God^  and 
one  Lordy  as  1  have  already  obfervcd  to  you  from  the 
words  of  St,  Paul  in  the  former  epiftk  to  thefe  Co- 
rinthians. 

Now,  the  one  God  is  the  one  only  Lord,  and  the 
one  Lord  is  the  one  only  God,  as  you  have  juft  now 
hear4  from  the  words  of  Mofes  quoted  by  our  blef- 
fed  Saviour,  This  is  exaAly  agreeable  to  the  words 
of  David,  wtoo  exprefely  calls  tbe  ^jwr//  tbe  God  of 
ifrael^  %  Sam.  3Mciii.  2,  3.  ^he  Spirit  (f  tbe  Lord 
Sjpake  by  me  j  tbe  God  of  Ifrael  S^id.     Well  /urely 
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msLj  we'  be  baptifed  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
or  ^Mrity  fince  Chrift  himfelf  Was  baptifed  by 
him.  Mark  i.  lo.  Since  without  bis  baptifm  we 
cannot  enter  into  heaven.  John  iii.  5,  and  fince 
by  this  one  Jpirit  we  are  ail  baptifed  into  one  iodyj 
I  Cor.  xii.  ^3»  namdy  the  body  or  church  of 
Chrift,  V.  27.» 

In 

*  From  the  12th  to  the  i8th  verfe  inclufive,  of  the 
40th  chapter  of  Ifaiah,  as  the  whole  paflage  ftands 
In  the  Hebrew  and  our  En^lifh  verfion,  a  full  and  clear 
proof,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  God,  might  be  drawn, 
did  not  the  Septuagint  and  St.  Paul  feem  to  oppofe  it. 
In  this  very  remarkable  part  of  the  prophecy,  immedi- 
ately after  exprefsly  calling  the  Meffiah,  the  Lord 
God,  and  defcribing  his  future  oiRce  as  the  great 
ihepherd,  God  by  his  prophet  faith,  who  bath  meafured 
the  watirs  in  the  hollow  of  his  handj  and  metid  out 
beax)en  with  a  J^an^  (^c,f  Who  bath  dire£fid  the  fpirit 
V^^  Ruah)  of  the  Lord  or  being  his  counfeUor  bath  taught 
Um^  fie.  f  BeboUj  be  taketb  up  the  ifles  as  a  very  ItttU 
things  dtc.  All  nations  before  him  are  as  nothings  and 
they  are  counted  to  him,  or  in  his  prefence^  lejs  than 
nothing.  From  thefe  awful  and  emphatical  queftions 
God  draws  this  conclufion  ^  to  whom  then  will  ye  liken 
Godf  or  what  likenefs  will  ye  compare  unto  him  f  that 
is,  fince  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  is  infinite  in  wifdom, 
power,  and  greatnefs,  how  can  you  think  of  repre* 
fenting  God  by  images,  or  comparing  any  thing  to 
him  ?  From  hence  God  proceeds  to  expoftulate  with 
mankind,  have  ye  not  kwrwn^  (ff f •  ?  Have  ye  not  under^ 
flood  from  the  foundations  of  the  earth  f  It  is  he  that 
fitteth  utem  the  circle  of  the  earth j  lie.  tlntt  flretcheth 
out  the  beavens  as  a  curtain^  and  fpreadeth  them  out  as 
a  tent  to  dwell  in.  To  whom  then  will  ye  liken  mr,  er 
/ball  I  be  equal  f  faith  the  holy  wne.  The  reafoning, 
we  fee,  turns  alike  on  the  fpirit,  and  on  God,  there- 
fore fo  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  fpirit  muft  be 
incondufive,  if  the  fpirit  is  not  God. 

But  St.  Paul  (juotine  a  fmall   part  of  this  paflage^ 
from  the  Septuagmt,   laith  Rom.  xi.  34.    Who  hath 
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In  thtk^  md  other  the  like  paflages  of  Scripw 
eute  divinity  h  both  diredly  and  by  noceiSuy  con« 
feiiuence  afcribed  to  the  fecond  and  third  peribns 
in  the  Holy  Trinity.  And  yet  the  fiutie  Scriptures 
fofficiendy  aiTure  us,  there  is  but  one  God,  who 
is  the  (ble  ohjtA  of  that  divine  worftup,  to  fvhkh 
thofc  Scriptures  allow  any  toleration. 

Is  there  faith  the  Lordj  Ifsu  xlv,  5,  6,  a  God 
beftdes  me  ?  yea  there  is  no  God^  I  know  not  any. 
t  am  the  Lord^  and  there  is  none  elfe  %  there  is 
no  God  hfides  me :    that  they  may  know  from  the 

fifing 

inowH  ^e  mind  $f  the  Lord^  er  who  hath  hten  hit  enm* 
fillorf  and  t  Cor.  ii.  16.  fir  wh$  bath  huum  the  mind 
if  the  Lcrdy  that  he  may  infiru£i  him^  or  rather,  that 
haU  inJiruO  him  f  By  (bis  means  the  fenfe  feema  to 
pt  confiderably  different  froon  that  which  is  univer** 
fally  underftood  to  be  contained  in  the  Hebrew.  Be 
Ae  (bnfe,  however,  of  the  paffiiges  what  it  will,  it 
muft  unqueftionabfy  be  the  true,  ftnfe  of  the  Hebrew, 
for  here  the  Holy  Ghoft,  citing  the  Septuagint  ver^ 
fion,  confirms  its  reftitude,  and  is  himflf  aii  infalli- 
ble interpreter  to  us.  Byiw,  hath  known,  and  mp  mind, 
are  the  only  words,  which  appear  to  break  in  oA 
this  argument  for  the  divinity  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
Grotius  hath  obferved  on  Ifaiah  xl.  13.  that  probably 
the  Septuagint,  by  i>m,  meant  fcire  fecit,  made  to 
know,  adding  his  opinion,  that  St.  Paul  ufed  the  wonl 
in  the  fame  lenfe,  and  that  what  fblkn^  in  this  paf- 
fage  of  Ifaiah,  and  we  may  fay  too,  in  that  of  St. 
Paul,  explains  the  word  in,  or  rather  retrains  it  to 
this  fenfe,  for  even  the  apofUe  fubjoins,  or  who  hath 
been  his  counfeUorf  On  the  word  i9»,  mind,  a  ftill  fur- 
ther occafion  of  doubting  may  be  taken,  as  diind  and 
fpirit  feem  here  10  differ  in  fignification.  But  I  would 
a(k,  wherein  do  the  fpirit  and  mind  of  the  Lord,  or 
God,  differ  ?  Are  they  not  one  and  the  flwde  ?  And 
may  not  this  word  have  been  ufed  here  \j  the  Sep- 
tuagint and  St.  Paul,    inftead  of  vwv^ui,  with  mi  eye 
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ri/a^  of  tbi  ffM  Mi  from  the  «^,  that  there 
is  none  hefiies  me\  I  am  the  Lffri^  and  there  is 
none  e^e.  I  am  be^  I  am  the  firfi^  I  dfo  am 
the  lafi.  lik.  xlviii.  12.  Thus  faith  the  Lerd^ 
the  Icing  of  Jfrael,  and  bis  redeemer^  the  Lord  of 
Hofts%  I  am  tbe  firft  and  I  am  the  laftj  beftdes 
me  there  is  no  God.  Unto  thee  flirael)  it  was 
Jbewtd^  faith  Ahfes^  Deut  iv.  35,  that  thou 
migbteft  know^  that  tbe  Lord  be  is  God;  there  is 
none  elfe  befides  him.  /,  even  I,  faith  tbe  Lord^ 
Deat.  32.  39,  am  be^  and  there  is  sw  God  mtb 
me^  that  is^  no  other  God. 

Nor 

to  the  third  Dcrfon  in  the  Platonic  Trbityf^as  well 
as  A«3#-  is  uied  by  St.  John  in  regard  to  the  fecoAd  f 
St.  Paurs  introdiiaion  of  theft  words,  and  the  eon^ 
text  in  the  epiftle  to  the  Romaps,  .  partienlarly)  wbo 
batb  leen  his  cnmfelkrf  and  the  words^  #r  vuho  hettb 
firjt  gvotn  U  hiffij  and  it  JhaU  he  recm^enfei  unto  biM 
again  f  found  in  the  Alei^andrian  Manufciipty  but 
not  in  the  common  copies,  leem  to  favour  that  oon* 
ftrudion«  iym  iw,  in  his  application  of  them  to  the 
Corinthians,  may  bear  either  fenfe,  perhaps  may  re* 
quire  both.  He  fays  fo  much  of  the  fjMrit  of  God^ 
as  knowing  the  thmes  of  God,  as  dwelling  in  us^ 
and  teachins  us  tho£  things,  that  nothinjg  can  be 
more  natural,  tlian  to  tranflate  mw  by  fpint.  Were 
we  neverthdefs  to  underftand  the  ApofUe  m  ft]riM 
nodiing  in  either  of  thefe  places,  but  what  the  £ngli£ 
tranfflation  plainly  and  limply  intimates,  we  muft  ac« 
knowledge  the  accommodation  here  is  not  greater, 
than  in  fome  other  texts  of  the  Old  Teftament,  ai 
they  are  cited  in  the  New.  Neither,  after  all,  inter- 
pret  thefe  words  as  you  will,  can  that  interpreution 
delboy  the  force  and  tenour  of  mf  aigumen^  built 
on  die  paflEige  of  Ifiuah,  wherein  fo  much  is  faid» 
over  and  above  thefe,  of  the  fpirit'  or  mind  of  the 
Lord,  of  his  power,  wifdom,  and  greatnefi,  and 
wherein  tbe  argument  drawn  fiom  nofe  attrUnatca^ 
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Nor  can  there  be  with  U8»  if  we  are  truly 
chriftiatid,  for  St.  Paul  {ays»  to  us^  there  is  but 
one  God^  i  Cor.  viii.  6.  And  our  blefled.Saviour^ 
quoting  the  law,  Matth.  iv.  lo,  faith,  get  thee 
hence  Satan^  for  it  is  written^  thou  JbaU  worjhip 
the  Lord  thy  God^  and  him  only  JbaU  thou  ferve^ 
purfuant  to  the  firft  commandment ;  whereon  all 
religion  and  morality  are  founded,  and  wherein 
the  fame  Lord  or  God  faith,  thpu  Jhalt  home 
none  other  Gods  before  me. 

Since,  therefore,  the  Father  is^  on  all  hands, 
acknowledged  to  be  God  \  (ince  the  Son  and  the 
Holy  Ghoji  are  plainly  fpoken  of  in  holy  Scrip- 
ture as  God ;  Unce  there  is  but  one  only  God, 
one  only  objeft  of  divine  faith,  worfhip,  and 
obedience ;  and  iince  here  in  the  form  of  bap- 
dfin  the  Father^  the  Son,  and  the  Hofy  Ghoji, 
are  propoied,  without  any  diftinftion,  as  equal 
authors  and  parties  to  the  covenant,  and  as 
equal  objeds  of  our  faith,  love,  dependence 
and  obedience;  it  ncceflarily  follows,  that  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghojl  are  that  one 
only  God,  one,  not  only  in  name,  authority, 
and  teftimony  *,  but  in  nature  and  fubftance  alio ; 
for  each  is  God,  and  there  is  but  one  God, 
who  is  a  jealous  God,  and  giveth  not  his  glory^ 
the  peculiar  gloiy  of  his  divinity  and  worfhip^ 
to  another^ 

But 

concludes  as.  diredly  fi>r  the  impoffibility  of  reprefenU 
ing  God  by  images,  as  if  God  had  been  put  for  mind, 
or  fpirit,  in  the  13th  verfe,  that  we  cannot,  without 
the  impiety  of  admitting  a  folecifm  in  God's  own 
worA,  avoid  the  (brce  of  the  proof. 
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But  the  Arians  and  Socinians  tell  us,  the  word, 
God,  in  fcripture  hath  feveral  meanings.  Two  or 
three,  we  confefs,  it  hath,  for  it  is  applied  to  the 
true  God,  to  potentates,  and  to  falfe  Gods.  But 
can  thefe  men  (hew  us,  that  it  is  applied  in  two  in- 
finitely different  nneanings,  that  is,  that  it  fignifies 
indifferently^  either  the  one  infinite  eternal  God,  of 
a  finite  and  bounded  ereature,  when  it  fignifies  the 
objcft  of  our  ad(^ation  f  They  do,  indeed,  inipioufly 
attempt  to  fhew  this,  and  in  fo  doing,  only  attempt 
to  fhew,  that  God  prevaricates  with  the  world  on 
the  very  firfl  article  of  all  religion,  and  equivocated 
even  on  his  own  name ;  the  former,  in  the  words  of  a 
covenant  of  his  own  (blcmn  propofing  to  all  mankind ; 
and  the  latter,  in  his  firft  commandment,  and  in 
numbcrlefs  other  palTages  of  his  word.  What  fuc- 
ccfe  they  have  had,  I  leave  it  to  the  knowing,  or 
wfiat  fuccefs  they  ought  to  have  had,  I  leave  it  to 
every  plain  and  honefl  Chriflian,  to  judge. 

It  is  now  to  be  obfervcd,  that  the  chriflian  reli- 
gion, and  the  chriflian  covenant,  are  but  one  and 
the  fame  thing;  that  the  whole  of  this  religion, 
the  whole  body  of  our  faith,  by  which  alone  we  can 
be  &ved,  is  virtually,  or  by  neceflkry  confequence, 
comprdicnded  in  the  form  prefcribcd  for  baptifm,' 
or  ttie  ratification  of  this  covenant ;  for  he  who  be- 
lieves in  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Gboji,  mufl  be- 
lieve in  what  each  hath  done,  faid,  or  fuflcred,  for 
his  fahation ;  that  there  is  no  difference  between 
knowing  God,  as  he  is  revealed  to  us  in  his  word, 
and  knowing  his  revealed  religion ;  and  that  the^c^ 
fore,  as  chriflianity  is  the  only  true  religion,  the 
doftrine  of  the  Trinity,  as  here  laid  down  from 
fcripture,  mull  be  the  only  true  chriflianity  •  or  clfc 
we  covenant  in  baptilm  for  fbmething  dilSerent  frpm 
dmftianity,  or  only  for  a  part  of  it  j   and  covenant 

by 
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by  our  faith,  and  on  our  vows,  for  the  pardon  of 
all  our  fins,  and  for  eternal  life,  with  fome  one  elfc 
than  God.  Let  iht  Arian  anfwer  for  this,  if  he  can, 
to  his  friend  the  Deift,  and  if  he  fatisfies  him,  we 
promife  to  be  fatisfied  too.  But  let  no  fet  of  men 
who  call  themfelves  Chriftians,  contrive  fyftems  of 
chriftianity,  and  carry  on  arguments  within  the 
church,  which  in  their  confciences  they  know,  every 
one  without,  mud  condemn  as  grofs  nonfenfe,  or 
fomething  worfe. 

What  then  is  Chriftianity?  Is  it  not  a  covenant 
granted  by,  and  made  with,  the  Father^  the  Son^ 
and  the  Holy  Gboft^  whereby  all  we  ought  to  dread, 
maybe  averted,  and  all  we  ought  to  defire,  obtained, 
on  condition  of  our  faith  in,  and  obedience  to,  the 
Holy  Trinity  ?  and  is  all  Chriftianity,  or  the  whole  of 
our  religion,  fummed  up  in,  a  faicb  placed  formally 
and  equally  on  the  one  eternal  God,  and  two  infinite- 
ly inferior  beings,  and  in  ah  obedience,  rendered  due 
by  a  folemn  vow  to  the  only  God,  and  two  creatures  ? 
If  ours  is  the  only  religion,  that  feems  to  recommend  . 
itfelf  to  the  aifent  of  a  rational  man  by  the  genuine 
figns  of  divine  truth  j  and  if  this  religion,  clofely 
examined  in  its  great  eflential,  proves  itfelf  thus  ef- 
fentially  abfurd  and  impious;  muft  not  the  Arian 
become  a  Deift,  and  that  Deift,  an  Atheift?  Reafon, 
thus  fetting  out,  knows  not  where  to  ftop  in  the 
ihocking  progriefs.  Let  the  world  think  what  it 
will  of  our  religion,  it  confifts  in  a  belief  of  the 
Father^  the  &?«,  and  the  Holy  Gbojiy  as  one  only 
God,  one  only  objedt  of  love,  dependence  and  obe- 
dience, that  is  of  divine  worfhip. 

The  great  and  comfortable  dodtrines  of  redemp- 
tion as  voluntarily  wrought  by  Cbrijl  in  the  facrifice 
of  his  blood,  and  of  fandtification,  as  voluntarily 
wrought  in  us  by  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit^  which 

call 


Cbriftian  Faifb  is  Faith  in  the  Holy  Triniiy,     g$ 

call  upon  the  grateful  he^t  for  the  utmoft  returns  of 
love  and  truft;  thefe  dodtrines,  every  where  fo  ftrong- 
ly  inculcated  by  the  word  of  God,  prove  die  SoH  and 
the  Holy  Gbojl  to  be  truly  God ;  for,  furely,  if  they 
thus  freely  concur  in  the  bleffed  work  of  our  etern^ 
falvation,  we  ought,  in  gratitude,  to  love  each  of  them 
as  much  as  thei^i//fr,  that  is,  with  all  our  hearts, 
with  all  our  fouls,  and  with  all  our  ftrengith ;  and  be- 
ing baptized  into  the  name  of  each,  as  the  uncom- 
pelled  author  of  our  falvation,  we  ought  to  truft  to 
each  for  the  performance  of  every  thing  promifed  us 
in  the  covenant,  2S  well  as  to  th'^  Father.  Now,  is  it 
to  be  conceived,  that  God,  who  every  wh(^re  takes 
fuch  infinite  care  to  guard,  ^inft  the  worfhip  of  the 
creature,  (hould  authorife  us  by  the  very  form  of  the 
'  covenant,  by  the  very  Nature  of  our  redemptbn  and 
(an^ification,  and  by  the  concurring  ten(»r  of  almoft 
the  whok  (criptiires,  to  love,  truft  .  in,  and  ^adore,. 
two  creature^  ^  entirely,  as  ardently,  as  himfelf  ? 
No,  it  is  impoffible ;  it  is  hideous  and  blafphemous  to 
fu|^fe  it.  Hear  O  chriftian,  the  Lord  thy  God  is^ 
aot  only  one  God  the  Father^  ^  ntobom  are  all  things^ 
but  alfo  one  Lordje/us  Cbrtft^  by  whom  are  all  things^ 
and  into  whom  you  are  baptiied  ^  and  that  one  Jpjrit^ 
who  taketb  moay  the  vail  of  darknefi  by  his  inlpira- 
tions,  to  whom  yoJU  owe  all  your  chriftian  liberty^  and 
by  whom  ye  are  all  baptifed  into  one  Body  of  Cbr^ft. . 

Is^  therefore,  your  love  and  confidence  to  be  divided  ? 
God  forbid.  Thefe  three  are  one  j  one,  not  only  in 
nature  ajnd  fubftance,  but  Ukewife  in  love,  in  me^cy, 
in  tmth^  towards  you.  He  is  one  God  who  hath 
created,  redeemed  and  lan£tified  you,  and  into  whom 
ye  are  baptifed.  Him  blefs,  him  adore,  as  notmore 
myftical  and  incomprehenfible  in  his  nature,  than  in 
his  love. 

If  you  are  a  truly  rational  man,  you  cannot  make 
a  difficulty  in  believing  the  moft  myfterious  dodtrine 
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on  the  authority  of  his  word,  ibr  you  know  he  is 
troth  itfyf.  This  I  fey  to  you  the  rather  becaiufe  he 
hath  ufed  you  to  myfteries,  by  giving  you  a  nature  ex- 
ceedingly myfterioQs,  and  by  placing  you  here  in  a 
fyftcni  of  myfierics.  You  (be,  you  breathe,  you 
eat,  you  drink,  you  live  on,  nothing  but  myfterics ; 
myites,  every  one  of  them,  as  hard  to  be  ac- 
counted for  or  comprehended,  as  the  Trinity.  While 
he  g?v^  a  dignity  to  your  nature  l^  thus  feeding, 
and  fiirrounding  you  with  wonders  j  remember,  he 
at  the  fetpe  time,  and  by  the  fame  means,  preache* 
humiKty  to  your  bounded  imderftanding,  mafmuch 
as  he  hath  made  it  impoffibJc  for  you  to  comprdiend, 
either  what  you  yourfelf  are,  or  how  you  are 
fubfiftc<J. 

CatJ  you,  after  all  this,  ftumble  at  any  thing  merely 
myfterious  in  regard  to  his  nature,  who  is  altogether 
nwiberipusand  incomprchenfible  to  the  higheft  angel 
of  light  ?  Is  it  harder  for  your  reafon  to  believe  in  the 
doftrine  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  than  it  was  for  that  of 
Abraham  to  believe,  that  he  fhouM  have  a  numerous 
pofterity  by  his  fon  Haac  after  he  had  put  him  to 
death,  when  he  was  yet  unmarried  and  chiWlefs  ?  Or 
is  it  terder  for  you,  in  eonfequence  of  your  faith  in 
the  Trihtty,  to  fubmit  your  inordinate  aflfedions  to 
the  f^eraf  precepts  of  the  gofpel,  in  order  to  eternal 
life,  than  it  was  for  Abraham  to  give  up  his  parental 
affeftion,  purfuant  to  the  divine  command,  and  flay 
his  fon  with  his  own  hands  on  the  diftant,  and  pro- 
bably incomprchenfible,  profpedk  of  having  an  in- 
numertble  iffiie  l^  a  fon  at  that  inftant  to  be  cut  off? 
Confider,  if  you  cannot  follow  Abraham,  although 
at"fo  great  a  diftance,  in  his  fiiith,  you  cannot  follow 
him  in  his  praftice,  the  effect  of  that  faith ;  and  if 
you  can  neither  imitate  the  faith  nor  works  of  Abra- 
ham you  cannot  be  one  of  his  children,  who  is  the 
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father  of  all  the  &ithful ;  nor  cao  you  be  gad}a:ed 
into  his  bofom,  when  you  leave  this  world. 

Confider  this,  and  God  give  you  underftanding 
in  all  things,  through  Chrift  Jefiis  our  Saviour,  to 
whpm,  in  the  unity  of  the  ever  bleflcd  Trinity,  be 
all  mig^t,  majefty,  dignity,  and  dominion,  now  and 
for  evermore.    Amen. 
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DISCO  U  R  S  E     V. 

Preached  on  Eafter-Sunday. 

Chtiftian    Faith    demonftrated   by    the 
Refurredion  of  Chrift. 


Acts  xvii.  31. 

He  batb  appointed  a  day  in  the  which  he  will  judge  the 
world  in  rightenufnefs^  by  that  man  whom  be  bath  or- 
dained ;  whereof  be  fjatb  given  ajjurance  unto  all 
men^   in  that  be  baib  raifed  him  from  the  dead. 


TW  O  things  are  more  efpecially  obfervable 
in  thefe  words,  firft,  that  God  will,  at  a 
certain  time,  known  only  to  himfelf,  try 
and  pafs  fentence  on  all  men  by  his  fon  'Chrift  Jefus ; 
and  fecondly,  that  fufficient  aflurance  of  this  his  in- 
tention hath  been  publifhed  to  all  men  by  the  refur- 
reftion  of  Chrift  from  the  dead.  As  to  the  rewards 
or  punifliments,  to  which  on  that  occafion,  we  (hall 
be  doomed,  they  are  reprefented  in  many  other  parts 
of  fcripture  in  terms  expreflive  of  fomewhat  incon- 
ceivably defirable  or  dreadful,  which  is  never  to  have 
an  end. 

It 
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b  would  not  only  prevent  all  poffibility  of  virtue^ 
but  throw  evay  conunuaity  into  conmfion,  were 
each  naan  tried^  ientenced  and  rewarded,  or  punifti** 
ed  immediately  upcm  every  good  or  evil  aftion.  In  all 
kiogdoiDs  »id  communities  therefore  dated  times  are 
appointed  for  this  pur pofe.  In  the  kingdom  of  God 
particularly,  men  are  fuffered  to  live  fuch  lives  as 
they  think  fit,  with  v«y  moderate  temporal  en- 
coujt^ementB  to  virtue,  ami  difcouragements  to  vice» 
and  ibmetimes,  in  a|^)earance,  the  contrary,  till  death 
finilhes  their  ftate  of  trial.  After  this,  aflurance  is 
^ven,  that  they  (hall  be  ratfed  again  to  life^  as  Chrift 
wasy  and  fhall  all  appear  before  his  judgment  feat^ 
that  every  one  nwf  receive  the  things  done  in  bis  body^ 
^according  to  that  be  both  done^  whether  it  be  good  or 
had. 

This  is  the  ^eat  affiiee  of  God's  kingdom,  where^ 
in  all  men  (hall  be  tried  by  unerring  wifdom,  fen- 
fenced  by  divine  juftice,  and  rewarded  or  puni(hed 
according  to  their  deeds.  The  ^pod  man  under  op* 
pieffioQ  may  think  it  long  to  wait  till  that  day  for 
juftice  ;  but  this  he  is  to  confider  as  the  trial  of  his 
faith,  and  the  exercife  of  his  patience.  The  bad 
OQBn  TOttf  encourage  himfelf  in  his  wickednefs  by 
the  diftaace  of  that  time,  but  the  triumphing  ef  the 
wicked  Jball  be  Jbort^  for  at  moft,  it  can  laft  no 
longer  than  his  life  ^  and  what  will  that  be  to  the 
length  of  his  puniihment  ?  God  in  his  wifdom 
^fefs  the  reward  of  the  good,  that  his  virtue  may 
be  perfected  and  known;  and  in  his  mercy,  thie 
puniflunent  of  the  guilty,  that  he  may  have  time 
to  xeipexit.  Sometimes  however  he  interpofes  by 
judgments  on  the  one,  pr  bleffings  on  the  other, 
which  (hew,  his  eye  and  hand  are  always  over  us. 

As,  for  certain  neafons  too  well  and  too  commonly 
undeifiood,  to  require  being  told  you  on  this  occa^ 
fion,  the  dodbine  I  have  here  laid  down,  is  much 
dore  apt  to  terrify  than  to  pleafe  ^  £0  there  are  (bme 
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that  refer  the  whole  of  our  rewards  to  the  pleafure 
we  find  in  doing  good,  and  of  our  punilhments,  to 
the  diftafte  and  uncafinefs  we  perceive  in  doing  evil 
aftions.  Thefe,  they  fay,  prevent  the  neceflity  of 
future  rewards  and  punifliments,  and  do  ample 
juftice  on  the  fpot  in  regard  to  all  parts  of  our  moral 
behaviour. 

If  God  and  the  king  would  be  pleafed  to  declare 
this,  that  is,  would  they  be  pleafed  to  aOTure  us, 
that,  henceforward  for  ever,  no  fort  of  notice  (hall 
be  taken  of  what  any  man  (hall  think,  fpeak,  or 
do,  in  regard  to  God,  his  neighbour,  or  himfelf ; 
it  would  certainly  fave  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  law- 
makers and  judges,  and  would  be  fine  news,  not 
only  to  the  thief  and  murtherer,  who  ftill  dread  the 
gallows,  but  alfo  to  the  defenders  of  this  notion,  and 
to  all  legal  oppreflbrs,  trickfters,  dmnkards,  whore- 
mongers and  hypocrites,  who  fear  the  future  judg- 
rnentsof  God,  but  could  fettle  matters  with  them- 
feives  on  a  comfortable  enough  footing,  had  they 
nothing  to  deal  with,  but  their  own  confcienccs. 
The  news  however  would  not  be  fo  welcome  to  a 
good  man,  who  would  not,  or  to  a  weak  and  poor 
man,  who  could  not,  take  advantage  of  it  ;  the 
news  1  mean,  that  all  the  reft  of  the  world  is  to  be 
let  loofe  on  them  with  impunity. 

But  let  confcience  tell  the  truth,  and  fay,  whether 
•her  decifions  are  always  juft;  whether  ine  is  not 
for  the  moft  part  overpowered  by  the  pleafure  pro- 
pofed  in  doing  evil,  or  enjoyed  in  refledtion  after  it  is 
done ;  and  whether  if  divine  juftice,  heaven,  hell, 
and  human  laws  were  out  of  the  queftion,  her  re- 
wards would  be  equal  to  the  glorious  deeds  and  fuf- 
ferings  of  fome  good  men,  or  her  punilhments  ade- 
quate to  the  horrible  crimes  of  othera 

I  utterly  deny,  that  a  man  of  no  hopes  in  another 
]\(b  could  poffibly  perfevere  in  doing  good,  even  to 
death,  in  fpite  of  all  a  tyrant  could  do  to  him  by 
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his  moft  barbarous  perfecutions.  But  fuppofing  the 
hopeleis  hath  already  done  it,  will  any  one  in  his 
fenfes  fay,  he  hath  been  fufficiently  rewarded  ?  For 
my  part,  I  think,  inftead  of  being  rewarded,  he  is 
fevcrely  punifhed,  for  doing  good.  Poor  virtue !  if 
(he  can  no  better  encourage  her  moft  zealous  vota- 
ries \  On  the  other  hand,  this  tyrant,  without  fears 
in  futurity,  would  foon,  perhaps  immediately,  after 
the  murther  mentioned,  eat,  drink,  and  laugh  as 
ufual,  for  we  fee  he  does  fo,  although  under  fome 
fears  of  a  future  reckoning.  Nay  we  fee  him  in  a 
few  hours  fo  perfedtly  eafy,  and,  foon  after  that,  fo 
•apt  to  boaft  of  what  he  did,  perhaps  to  repeat  it, 
and  even  to  build  a  profperous  fcheme  of  worldly 
wealth,  and  honour  upon  it,  that  we  cannot  help 
laying,  if  there  is  no  judgment  to  come,  he  is  re- 
warded for  being  wickai. 

Whatfoever  may  be  faid  to  prove  that  virtue  re- 
wards herfelf ;  yet  I  can  never  think,  vice,  if  (he 
could  help  it,  would  be  willing  fufficiently  to  puniflx 
herfelf;  the  charadter  of  her  impartiality  is  not  fo 
thoroughly  eftabliflied.  On  the  contrary,  when  (he 
is  hampered  with  a  troublefome  confcience,  inftead 
of  turning  executioner  on  herfelf,  (he  is.  infinitely 
more  apt  to  (helter  one  fort  of  wickednefs  in  having 
recourfe  to  another.  Drunkennefs,  of  all  vices,  re- 
prieves the  greateft  number  of  criminals,  and  is  very 
charitable  to  the  reft  of  the  confederacy. 

Rewards,  however,  (hould  be  conferi'ed,  and  pu- 
ni(hments  inflidled,  not  fo  much  for  the  (ake  of  juf- 
tice  in  regard  to  what  is  paft,  as  with  an  eye  to  the 
encouragement  of  good,  and  the  prevention  of  bad 
adtions  in  time  to  come.  In  this  refpedl  the  mere 
rewards  and  puni(hments  of  refleftion,  when  religion 
is  out  of  the  cafe,  are  ftill  more  deficient,  than  in 
regard  to  juftice  itfelf. 

How  little  is  to  be  hoped  from  fuch  refleftions  in 

order  to  the  reformation  of  hirti  who  may,  or  nnay  not 
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make  therA,  We  have  already  confidered  ;  and  as  to 
the  reformation  of  others,  that  is  wholly  out  of  the 
quettioft.  The  J)leafure  a  man  takes  in  doing  good^ 
and  the  remorfe  he  feels  on  doing  evil,  are  generally 
known  only  to  himfelf,  and  therefore  can  have  no 
efleiSt  on  the  reft  of  mankind  ;  whereas  it  is  the  bufi- 
riefs  of  divine  J  uft ice  to  let  the  whole  world  fee  by 
ain  open  diftnbu'tion  of  rewards  and  pitnifliments, 
what  it  is  to  pleafe,  or  offend  God  ;  to  do  good,  or 
to  do  evil, 

bid  virtue  appear  to  the  eye  of  our  prefent  nature 
always  fo  beautiful,  and  vice  always  fo  ugly ;  and 
Were  every  good  aftioh  fo  fully  rewarded,  and  every 
c?vil  one  fo  amply  punifhed  in  the  doing,  as  fdme 
men  Would  have  us  think,  all  legal  diftributions  of 
good  or  tvW  had  been  utterly  ufelefs.  The  laws  of 
our  country  had  furely  been  wholly  impertinent  in 
threatening  the  blacfceix  crimes,  which  we  fhould  be 
mdft  apt  to  ^bhor,  with  the  moft  terrible  punifti- 
ments,  and  encouraging  us  to  the  beft  adions,  which 
we  fhould  be  moft  apt  to  love,  by  propofmg  their 
beft  rewards;  nor  had  they  both  threatened,  and 
promifed,  after  all,  fo  often  in  vain. 

But  the  whole  world  hath  found  by  fad  expe- 
rience that  human  nature  is  prone  to  fin ;  that  the 
tbdu^bts  bf  ntatCs  beart  are  only  evil  continually  \  that 
ibe  bddrt  iifdf  is  defperately  'widkedy  fo  that  no  one 
can  know  ity  and  that  therefore  it  muft  be  hired  to 
good  by  large  premiums,  and  frightened  from  evil 
by  the 'moft  terrible  punilhments. 

If  the  underftandings  of  all  men,  as  our  liber- 
tines infift,  were  able  always,  when  unbiaffed  by 
education,  clearly  to  diftinguilh  between  the  good 
and  eVil  aftion ;  and  if  their  hearts,  as  they  fay, 
found  nothing  but  plcafure .  in  the  former,  and  pain 
in  the  latter  j  it  were  furely  a  wonder,  how  fo  many- 
bad  adtions,  and  fo  few. good  ones,  come  to  be  done. 
Why  is  Ae  truly  good  man  fo  great  a  rarity,  that  he 
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pa0ics  for  a  (aint  or  keio  ?  /Vd4  why  do  ^11  ag^a  a^d 
countries  io  abound  with  bad  men,  that  no  law$ 
fufiicieritly  ftridt,  nor  punilhpvnt?  fuffipi/eDtly  fc^?re, 
have  ever  yet  been  invented  to  ^ard  a^in^  crini^^ 
the  moft  abominable  and  Ihocking  ?  In  thcj  >yritingp 
of  a  libertine,  men  are  fine  cr^atur^  lovers,  pf  virr 
tue,  and  haters  of  vice.  But  if  a  writer  of  thi? 
ilamp  happens  to  m^e  one  in  that  bpdy,  from  whicti 
we  have  our  laws,  he  is  as  ready  as  others  tp  puniil^ 
robbery  and  ravrther  with  death.  How  gcx>d  Vf^^  a,re 
in  his  book  !  how  wicked  in  his  ftat;utc  !  hpw  mucti 
at  variance  is  the  one  with  t|ie  other  !  A$  ^  ]ib^rti;ne 
writer,  he  thinks  it  fufficient  to  give  us  our  confcien- 
ces  for  legiflators ;  but  as  a  frames:  of  laws,  he  turns 
us  over  to  be  rewarded  or  pjuniftied  by  others  in  coa- 
fequence  of  our  adtions,  that  is,  to  future  rewards 
and  puniihmjents,  as  if  we  were  quite  another  for(  qf 
people.  On  his  principles  God  is  not  allowed  the 
iame  privU^e  this  man  claims  to  ^imfelf,  of  promi- 
ling  rewards  tq  good  adtions^  ^d  threatening  bad 
ones  with  pqnifliments.  Yet  men  are  certainly  the 
(ame  i|i  r^^r^  both  to  the  laws  of  God  and  pian. 
If  however  Cbriftianity  is  tq  be  run  down,  then  it's 
S?md\ons  arie  to  be  ftruck  off  ^  qfelefs  or  flayifli, 
and  the  moral  ^n(e  or  confcience  can  do  every  thing ; 
but  if  the  purfc  is  to  be  fecured,  or  the  diroat  de- 
hnded^  then  the  gallows  and  the  gibbet  ^re  not  tqo 
great  an  addition- 

Thus  necjcriity,  which  fome  fay  hath  no  law, 
compels  even  the  adverfaries  of  every  (aw,  but  that 
of  nature,  to  become  law-givefs  themselves.  The 
truth  is,  thefe  peafiu:^  ^fe  ou(  of  our  v^ry  ns).ture, 
whidi  cannot  dired  or  fupport  heH^lf,  without  foreign 
and  a4ditic»al  aids. 

Should  any  community  frame  a  fyftem  qf  laws^ 
but  afligQ  qeither  rewards  to  obedience,  nor  punilh- 
ments  to  rehpUioUy  whoyvpuld  no(  laugh  at  theab- 

furdity. 
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furdity,  although  the  matter  of  thofe  laws  (hould^ 
in  other  refpedts,  be  never  fo  wifely  confidered. 

If  in  God's  kingdom  the  fubjeds  Ihould  be  en- 
couraged to  efteem  themfelves  wholly  unaccountable, 
Ihould  have  no  reafon  to  hope  for  any  reward,  but 
fuch  as  they  could  confer,  nor  to  fear  any  punifli- 
ment,  but  fuch  as  they  would  iqfli<ft,  on  themfelves ; 
>y hat  would  become 'of  either  his  authority,  or  our 
obedience  ?  What  would  become  of  our  virtue  and 
happinefs  ?  Surely  he  who  made  us,  cou*d  never 
propofe  to  govern  us  by  methods  wholly  unfuitable 
to  our  nature,  and  by  ties  that  have  little  or  no  hold 
of  us. 

True  indeed,  he  never  cou'd,  he  never  did.     He 
deals  with  us  as  with  men,  according  to  the  nature 
.  he  hath  given  us.     He  fets  good  and  evil  before  us, 
becaufc  Be  hath    made    us  rational  and  free.     He 
fets  heaven,  before  thofe  hopes,  and  hell  before  thofe 
w/w^'*'^|j;fears,  which  he  himfelf  hath  imprefled  on  our  na- 
-    ture.     If  we  chufe  the  good,  there  is  glory  and  eter- 
nal life  propofed  as  a  reward  equal  to  the  importance 
'of  virtue;     If  we  chufe  the  evil,  difgrace  and  mifery 
for  ever  are  prepared  for  us,  as  a  punifhment  due 
Mnjuftice  to  our  wickednefs     The  one  will  be  in- 
♦flidled,  or  the  other  conferred,  as  the  grand  expedi- 
ents to  keep  the  moral  world  in  order  for  ever.     To 
determine  this  in  regard  to  every  man,  God,  who 
knpws  every  thing,  and  can  forget  nothing,  hath 
appointed  a  time  for  judgment,  in  which,  at  the 
deflruftion  of.  this  world,  the   whole  race  of  man- 
kind are  to  be   fummonfed'  before  his '  throne,  and 
there  to  (land  iffuc  in   the  fight  of  infinite  know- 
ledge, juffice,  and  power. 

Thefe  arguments  for  a  future  judgment,  drawn 

'  from  the  attributes  of  God,  and  the  nature  of  rhan, 

ought' to  have  their  weight  with  rea'^on,  were  there 

"nothing  further  to  prove  the  point.     But  Ockl  hath 

'  thought  fit,  in  a  matter  of  riiis  infinite  confequcncQ, 

to 
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to  fumifli  us  with  another,  which  leaves  no  room 
for  doubting  wherever  it  is  known.  This  is  the  re- 
furre<5tion  of  our  blefled  Saviour,  who,  on  that  ac- 
count, is  fet  .forth  to  us  as  the  firfi  fruits  of  them 
that  fUepy  and  are  to  be  raifed  to  new  life  ;  fo  that 
his  rifmg  again  from  the  dead  is  propofed  to  us, 
not  only  as  a  fufficient  proof,  that  God  can  raife  the 
dead,  but  alio  as  an  afliirance,  that  he  will  adually 
raife  the  whole  race  of  mankind,  in  order  to  a  final 
judgment.  No  ordinary  event,  no  aflurances  in 
mere  words,  could  have  fatisfied  the  world,  that  all 
men  (hall  live  again,  and  be  judged  for  their  paft 
lives.  Nor  would  even  the  miracle  of  our  Saviour's 
rcfurrcdtion  have  done  it,  without  having  been  more 
amply  attefted  than  any  other  faft.  This  amazing 
faft  was  foretold  long  before  Chrifl:  was  born,  was 
repeatedly  promifed  by  himfelf,  and  fixed  for  the 
third  day  after  his  death.  His  adverfaries,  apprifed 
of  it,  took  effe<ftual  care  to  prevent  the  poffibiliiy^ 
of  a  pretended  refurredtion.  When  he  aduttily 
arofe  again,  and  gave  full  proof,  that  he  was  alive, 
his  witnefles  every  where  preached  his  refurredion  as 
tiic  higheft  proof  of  his  gofpel,  and  as  a  pledge  from 
God  of  our  rifing  again  to  the  future  judginent. 
.For  doing  this,  they  were  perfecuted  both  b>  J^  vvs 
and  Gentiles,  with  the  utmoft  cruelty  ;  but  deatii 
itfclf,  in  its  mpft  dreadful  circumftances,  was  hoi: 
able  to  fnghtcn  them  from  the  duty  of  prcacliing 
Cbrifl  rifen^  for  they  were  fully  convinced,  that  they 
themfelves  fliould  rife  again  in  like  manner,  and 
rife  to  an  eternity  of  liappinefs  and  glory  for  thus 
faithfully  attefting  the  refiirredion  of  their  maflei . 
.Here  now  is  fatisfaftory  evidence  both  from  reafon 
and  revelation,  of  a  judgment  to  come,  and  of  a 
juft  retpbutiont  to  be  difpenfed  in  the  fight  of  tht 
y^hole  intelligient  creation,  for  all  the  thought., 
words,  and  actions  of  all  niankind. 

On  this  footing  only  can  the  gevernment  of  Gc^i'^ 
kingdom  be  fupported  againft  the  rebellious  paii.i ; .; 
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of  mankind  with  fufficicnt  ftrength  and  majcfty. 
Take  away  tbefe  fan^ons,  and  his  laws  lofe  all 
their  force;  for  fuch  is  the  nature  of  Ws  fut^eds, 
that  they  never  confider  right  as  good,  till  thef  are 
convinced  it  is  profitable ;  nor  wrong  as  evil,  till 
they  are  fatisfied  it  is  hurtfiil.  Nay,  and  as  pleafure 
often  lies  againft  right,  right  muft  be  made  exceed-* 
ing  profitable,  or  it  will  not  be  chofen ;  as  (enfual  plea* 
fure  and  worldly  gain  are  often  on  the  fide  of  wrong, 
it  will  not  be  avoided,  if  it  is  not  made  exceedingly 
hurtfiil  God  knowing  this  hath  annexed  rewards  of 
the  higheft  value  to  good,  and  puniflimentB  of  the 
greateft  feverity  to  bad  aftions.  Thus  our  maker, 
governor,  and  judge  deals  with  us  according  to  our 
nature. 

Now  we  muft  take  care  to  deal  with  him  accord- 
ing to  his  ;  and  what  his  nature  and  will  are,  io  far 
as  the  performance  of  our  duty  depends  (» the  know- 
ledge of  them,  he  hath  fufnciently  informed  us  by 
his  word.  Let  us  then  attentively  confider,  what  a 
ruler  and  judge  we  have  to  deal  with. 

In  the  firft  place,  we  (hould  confider,  that  there 
is  no  fuch  thing  as  abfolute  fecrecy  in  the  univerfc, 
for  God  is  prefent  every  where  and  knows  all  things. 
He  is  not  like  our  earthly  judges,  at  a  diftance  from 
us.  He  is  witbin  ns  and  about  us.  In  him  we  live^ 
and  moFoe^  and  have  our  being.  If  we  climb  up  into 
heaven^  be  is  there ;  If  we  go  down  into  hett^  he  is  there 
alfo ;  If  we  tcke  the  wings  of  the  mornings  and  re- 
tnain  in  the  uttermoji  parts  of  the  fea^  even  there  alfo 
fba-l  his  hand  lead  us^  and  his  right  band  fball  bold 
us.  In  all  tranfaftions,  he  is  ever  on  the  fpot,  and 
needs  no  witnefs,  as  the  judges  of  this  world  do,  to 
prove  us  innocent  or  guilty.  No  darknefs  can  fcreen 
us  from  his  fight,  ^e  darknefs  and  lights  to  him 
are  both  alike.  I'he  eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to  and  fro 
throughout  the  whole  earth,  ^he  eyes  of  the  Lord 
(tre  in  every  place^  beholding  th^  evil   and  the  gt>od. 

fbp 
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Tie  'wordqf  God  is  a  difcerner  tf  the  tk^hts  and 
inienis  (f  the  hearty  neither  is  there  gny  creature  thai 
is  mt  manifeft  in  bis  Jigbty  hut  ail  things  are  nakfd 
and  open  unto  the  eyes  of  bim^  with  whom  we  have  to 
do. 

Wlnther  then  Jball  we  go  frcm  the  pre/erne  of  him^ 
m4io  ts  prefent  every  where?  Or  where  (hail  we 
hide  from  that  piercbgeye,  to  which  the  darknefs 
h  BO  darioids,  to  which  the  n^t  is  ae  cteir  as  the 
day ;  to  which  a  veil,  a  lock,  or  a  wall  to  neither 
bar  nor  hindraace  v  to  which  the  hills,  the  moun^ 
taios,  aod  the  whole  globe  of  the  earth  are  perfe£Uy 
Uraniperent  ? 

As  he  knows,  fo  he  for  ever  remembers,  all  that 
hath  pafied.  Not  a  fmgle  thought  h  ever  loft- 
Time,  like  fpaoe,  is  all  prefent  with  him.  His  re*- 
cords  therefore  are  fure^  fo  that  there  is  nothing  hidi 
shot  JbalJ  not  he  revealed^  nothing  hid  at  prefent  froni 
the  workl,  that  (ball  not  be  revealed  or  laid  open 
before  the  eyes  of  angels  and  men.  This  (bould  be 
well  confidered  by  him  who  would  not  plot  againft 
his  prince,  or  contemptuoufly  trample  on  his  decrees, 
if  he  knew  that  prince  was  Kftening  to  hicA,  and 
k)okmg  at  him  from  behind  a  curtain. 

In  £e  fecond  place,  die  (iibfedts  of  God*^  king- 
dom are  to  confider,  that  their  jud^  iff  not  to  be 
blinded  by  bribes,  or  byafied  by  mtereft,  as  the 
judges  of  this  world  ace  too  often  found  ta  be,  but 
righteous  in  M  bis  toays.  His  rigbteoufn^s^  like  the 
Jirong  mountains^  is  never  to  be  (haken ;  Ms  judg- 
mentSj  like  the  great  deep^  are  never  to  he  exhauft^. 
Dotb  the  Jbnighty  pervert  juJHce  t  Shall  not  tbe  judge 
ff  all  the  earth  do  right  f  Yes,  the  vk)rks  ^  bis  handf 
are  ^verity  and  judgment.  He  Jball  judge  the  wirld  in 
rigbteoufitefs.  fbe  work  of  a  man  JbaUhe  render  unto 
bimj  and  caufe  every  man  to  Jind  according  to  his  ways  i 
Tea^  furdy  God  will  not  do  wickedly ;  be  regardeth 
not  ferfmsy  stor  taketh  rewards. 

Let 
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Let  his  fubjefts  lay  this  to  heart,  and  a6l  accord- 
ingly. There  is  no  defence  againft  the  juftice  of 
God,  but  the  merits  of  Chrift,  and  the  Chriftian  co- 
venant. But  how  can  that  covenant  protedt  thofe 
who  have  lived  and  died  in  the  tranlgreffion  of  it  ? 
Or  what  hopes  can  he  found  on  the  merits  of  Chrift, 
who  defpi  fed  the  offers  of  mercy  and  peace,  through 
Chrift,  whife  Chrift  was  in  his  mediatorial  office .? 
This  (^ce  will  ceafe  at  the  day  of  judgment ;  and 
Chrift,  the  ftate  of  trial  being  over^  will  feat  himfelf 
•on  the  thfoiie  of  jUftice,  and  afliime  the  awfol  cha- 
radteir  of  judge,  of  a  judge  from  whom  no  fecrets 
can  be  hid,  and  from  whole  fentence  juftice  only  can 
be  expedled. 

In  the  third  place,  as  our  judge  is  wifdom  and  juf- 
tice itfelf^  ifo  is  he  almighty  and  irrefiftable.  His 
•will  is  no  fdoner  iflued,  than  executed  throughout  the 
univerfe:  •  It  is  the  Lt)rd  God  omnipotent  that  reignetb 
GVif  UL  He  is  mighty  in  firength^  who  hath  hardened 
himfelf  againft^  him^  and  proffered  f  He  removetb  the 
mountains^  and  they  know  it  mot ;  he  over turneth^  them 
in  bis  anger,  ^  He  Jhakeththe  earth  out  of  her  place^ 
and  the  pillars  thereof  trtmhle ;  nay  the  pillars  of  hear 
ven  tremble,  and  are  ajibnijbed  at  his  reproof  The 
thunder  of  bis  power  who  can  under /land  f  Behold^ 
the  heaven)  and  the  heaven  of  heavens,  the  deep,  and 
the  earth,  and  all  that  therein  is^  Jhall  be  m&oed^  wbpn 
heJbaO  vifit  -,  the  mountains  alfo,  and  the  foundations 
of  the  earth  Jhall  be  Jbaken  with  trembling  when  the 
Lord  lo^etk  upon  them.  He  is  a  great  God,  a  mighty 
and  a  terrible,  from  wbojc  face,  the  earth  and  the 
he(e6e%fiee  anibay.  He  dloneis  to  be  feared,  for  he  dotb 
according  to  his  will  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,,  and  none  can  fiaj  bis 
band^  or  fay  unto  him,  whiU  doft  thou?  .  If  tb^  whole 
world,  the  wtiole  creation,  is  as  tlotfaing  in  the.  hands 
of  our.  judge,;  what  fliould  every  particular  offender 
think  of  his  condition,  in   cafe  he  (hould  fall,  i^ 

fuch 
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fuch,  into  thofe  hands?  It  is  true,  the  mercy  of 
God  is  infinite,  and  extends  over  all  his  works.  But 
to  thofe  who  abufe  it,  or  prefume  on  it  to  the  encou- 
rafircment  of  themfelves  and  others  in  wickednefs,  he 
vrill  be  found  a  God  of  vengeance  only,  and  will 
(hew  his  goodnefs  to  the  reft  of  his  creatures  in 
making  dreadful  examples  of  fuch  defperate  crimi- 
naJsL 

God,  you  perceive  by  his  own  exprefs  declarati- 
ons, bath  appointed  a  day^  in  the  which  be  will  judge 
the  world  in  rigbteoufnefs  by  the  man  whom  be  bath 
ordained,  whereof  be  bath'  given  ajfurance  to  all  men^ 
in  that  be  batb  raifed  him  up  from  the  dead.  The 
grave  will  be  no  fanftuary  to  the  wicked,  nor  prifon 
to  the  lighteous;  iox  Cbrifi  will  reign^  till  be  batb 
put  all  enemies  vnder  bis  feet^  and  death  as  the  laft. 
Juftice  requires  a  future  judgment ;  God's  facred 
proraife  is  plighted  for  the  preparatory  refurreftion. 
Accordingly  at  God's  appointed  time,  a  trumpet 
(hall  be  blown  by  his  Angel,  the  found  whereof  Ihall 
be  heard  in  the  grave,  and  roufe  the  dead,  fo  "new 
life.  What  mufick  (hall  that  found  bear  with"  it  to 
the  ears  of  the  gcxxi !  What  horrors  to  thofe  of  the 
wicked! 

The  firft  objeft  prefented  to  pur  opening  eyes,  oa 
that  prodigious  occafion,  will  be  the  throne  of  God, 
raided  high  in  the  air,  adoired'with  infinite  magni- 
ficence and  hiftre,  and-beaming  light,  to  which  that 
of  the  fun  is  darknefs.  •  The  lioft  of  celeftial,  ix)w- 
crs,  extending  in  (hining  rknks,  will  furfound  it  on 
both  fides,  and  fill  the  whble  profped  of  heaven. 
The  great  book,  wherein  the  lives  of  all' men  are  re- 
corded^ will  be  laid  open-,  and  the  judge  in  v&hofe 
face  and  perfon  will  appear  a  majefty  infinitely  fur- 
pafTing  all  the  glory  of  this  preparation,  feating  him- 
lelf  on  the  throne,  will  brder  the  whole  race  of  man- 
kind to  ftand  before  him;  arid,  having  thus  arraign- 
•  cd  the  fpecics,  will  proceed  to  the  grand  and  final 

trial 
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trial.  The  s^ngels  of  light  will  be  ready  to  conduCl 
the  blefTed  to  that  heaven  of  happinefs  and  glory» 
which  will  prefent  itfelf  to  our  eyes  from  above, 
while  thofe  of  darknefs  will  wait  to  hurry  the  ibuls 
of  the  wicked  to  the  horrible  pit  of  fire,  which  will 
open  its  dreadful  mouth  from  beneath.  Then  (hall 
the  heart  of  man  beat  with  fuch  a  force  as  his  prer 
font  mortal  frame  could  not  poffibly  fupport.  How 
(hall  even  the  beft  of  men  bear  the  thoughts  of  any 
uncertainty,  when  fo  much  is  at  ftake,  when  God 
judges,  when  the  whole  creation  is  looking  on,  and 
when  heaven  or  hell  Is  to  follow  the  decifion  ?  How 
ihall  men  leis  virtuous  bear  the  rack  of  doubts  ifuf- 
pended  between  hope  of  heaven  atpd  dread  of  hell  to 
all  eternity  ?  But,  above  all,  how  (hall  they,  whofe 
guilty  confciences  afford  them  no  glimpfe  of  hope, 
behold  that  king  of  heaven  find  judge  of  men, 
whom  they  have  offended ;  that  glorious  kingdom, 
out  of  which  they  are  inunediately  to  be  excluded 
for  ever  \  and  that  ftiocking  lake  of  fire  and  dark- 
nels,  wherein  they  are  forthwith  to  be  plunged  un- 
der an  impoifibility  of  redemption  to  all  eternity  i 

Reprefent  now  to  yourfelves  this  trial,  with  all  its 
important  circumftances  of  a  judge  fo  wife,  fo  juft, 
(b  powerful  ^  of  a  reward  fo  in^imable,  and  pu- 
nifhmcnts  fo  dreadful.  Try  if  you  can  poffefs  your 
reafon  with  a  firm  belief  of  it,  and  your  hearts  with 
a  deep  and  lively  fenfe  of  it ;  and  then  tell  us,  whe- 
ther you  can  at  the  i^ipe  time  entertain  ^  trc^in  of 
finfiil  thoughts,  and  form  wicked  refolutions.  If 
you  find  you  cannot,  confider  with  yourfelves,  how 
infinitely,  you  are  concerned,  to  make  that  impr^f- 
fioq  deep  and  lading.  As  God's  fervat\t9  9nd  fub- 
je€t$,  we  are  accountable  for  every  thing  to  him, 
and  therefore  Ihould  never  fiarget  that  we  are  to  ac- 
count. Howibever  pleafio^ly  the  things  of  this  life 
may  amufe  us,  and  ftifle  the  expedition  of  being 
|iqr«fter  judged  by  alijii^ty  God  for  what  we  cto, 

'   yet 
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yet  they  will  not  altirays  be  able  to  (hut  our  eyes 
agafnft  fo  awful  a  pro^A,  nor  will  momentary 
pleafures  make  us  amends  for  die  Ids  of  endlefs  hap- 
pinefs.  Whether  therefore  we  regard  ourfelves  as 
accountable  to  God,  or  our  own  fouk,  for  our  lives, 
no  fchone  of  life  can  become  us  as  rational  creatures, 
but  that  which  propofes  juftification  before  the  throne 
of  God,*  as  its  chief  end  and  aim.  By  this  point  we 
ought  to  fleer ;  and  whenever  we  lofe  fig^t  of  it, 
we  have  nothing  to  guide  us  through  a  troubled 
ocean  of  temptations  and  dangers. 

This  world  paifes  faft  away,  and  in  a  little  time 
fliall  be  no  more.  Blefled  is  he  who  runs  his  courfe 
through  it,  like  a  pailenger,  and  ftays  not  to  amufe 
himfelf  with  things  of  litde  moment  on  the  way, 
but  haftens  towards  a  more  lafting  and  happy  place 
of  abode;  who  knowing  that  the  eyes  of  his  jud^ 
are  always  on  him,  always  fixes  his  eyes  on  his 
judge ;  who  watching  carefully  over  all  his  thoughts, 
and  every  part  of  his  behaviour,  mortifies  the  deeds 
of  his  flefli,  and  dies  to  a  vain  and  vexatious  world. 
Blefled  is  he,  who,  by  often  fuppofing  himfelf  in  the 
aggies  of  death,  leams  to  die  daily ^  and  to  look  on 
his  diflblution  as  a  thing  familiar  and  welcome,  when 
it  adlually  arrives.  Blefled  is  he,  who,  by  often  fup- 
pofing himfelf  jufl  newly  arifen  from  the  dead,  and 
brought  to  trial  before  the  judgment  feat  of  God, 
learns  to  rife,  above  the  corruptions  of  his  finful  na- 
ture, to  a  thorough  newncfs  of  life ;  leams  to  rife 
frfm  dead  works ^  toferve  the  living  Lord ;  learns,  by 
perpetually  fettling  accounts  with  his  confcience,  to 
prepare  his  audit  for  the  great  day  of  account. 

This  man  truly  lives,  lives  with  infinitely  more 
fatisfadtion  and  comfort,  than  can  poflibly  be  tafled 
in  all  the  wealth,  pomp,  and  pleafure  of^  an  uncer- 
tain and  perilhable  world.  This  man  fhall  meet 
death  with  a  joy,  equal  to  the  terrors  of  the  wicked. 
This  man  fhall  behold  the  face  of  his  judge  with 

rapture. 
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rapture,  while  others  call  on  the  mountains  to  bide 
tbem  from  that  awful  countenance.  This  man  ftiall 
receive  that  happy  fentence,  well  done^  thou  good  and 
faithful  fervant ;  enter,  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord. 
This  man  (hall  be  caught  up  into  the  clouds  with 
Cbrifi  and  his  angels^  at  that  time,  when  this  world, 
once  a  fcene  of  triumphant  wickednefs,  but  now  all 
in  jflames,  ftiall  be  perhaps  turned  into  a  place  of  pu- 
nifliment  for  thofc  who  loved  it  more  than  God,  and. 
infulted  him  with  a  grofs  abufe  of  all  his  inferior 
creatures,  bountifully  beftowed  upon  them. 

Now  to  him  ivho  kileth  and  maketb  a'ive  again^ 
V)bo  Jhall  raife  us  up  at  the  lafi  day^  to  the  king  of 
heaven,  and  judge  of  all  the  earth,  be  all  might, 
majefty,  dignity  and  dominion,  now  and  for  ever- 
more.   Amen. 


DIS- 


DISCOURSE    VI. 

Beware  of  falfe  Teachers. 

St.  Matthew    vii.  15,  16. 

Beware  of  falfe  prophets^  wbicb  come  to  you  in  Jbeeps 
cloatbing^  hut  inwardly  they  are  ravening  wolves. 
Te  fball  know  tbem  by  tbeir  fruits :  do  men  gatber 
grapes  of  thorns^  or  figs  of  tbijiles  f 

TH  E  religion  revealed  to  us  by  our  blefled 
Saviour,  and  his  holy  fpirit,  could  not  have 
been  difcovered  by  obfervations  made  on 
ourfelves,  or  the  world  we  are  placed  in,  as  other 
iciences  are ;  nor  does  it  naturally  fpring  up  in  our 
minds,  like  inftin£t  or  defire ;  but  approves  itfelf,  as 
foon  as  it  is  known,  to  right  reafon,  as  a  fyftem  of 
truths,  neceflary  to  a  thorough  reformation  of  our 
corruptions,  and  a  perfeft  government  of  our  paffi- 
ons.  Hence  appears  the  neceflity  of  inftrudtion, 
and  confequently  of  teachers,  in  order  to  the  know- 
ledge of  Chriftianity. 

But  if  fuch  a  reformation  and  government,  and 
of  courfe,  the  real  happinefs  of  individuals,  depend 
fo  abfolutely  on  the  knowledge  of  our  religion  \  the 
happinefs  of  every  community,  muft,  unqueftiona- 
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bly,  ted  on  the  fame  foundation.  The  coimnunity 
tan  be  neither  better,  9&f  hap^er,  thaa  the  ievemi 
members,  whereof  it  is  compofed. 

And,  whereas,  howfoever  pure  and  clear  the  nc- 
cefiary  religion  may  ^riag  from  its  original  fountain, 
there  is  danger  of  irs  bemg  confiderabiy  corrupted 
or  obftrudted,  if  the  channels,  through  which  it  paf- 
fcs,  are  not  fufficiently  clean  and  open  ;  it  muft  un- 
doubtedly be  like  concern,  indeed  the  moft  impor- 
tant concern,  of  all  individuals,  and  of  every  com- 
munity to  fee,  that  their  religious  teachers  be  men  of 
^'^^Aom  and  int^;rity,  proportionable  to  the  great 
ends  of  their  office.  Where  religion  is  not  imparted^ 
the  very  foul  of  virtue,  and  the  fource  of  happinelk^ 
are  wanting.  Where  it  is  perverted  in  the  convey- 
ance, an  evil  fpirit,  inftead  of  a  foul  is  infufed,  and 
fiew  enormities,  wheteat  even  the  corruption  of  na- 
•tai^e  ftartlas,  are  produced. 

Now  tbe  danger,  in  both  relpe£ts  k  much  gr^ater^ 
than  can  be  appreheinded,  before  the  idleness,  the 
wrong-headedne&,  and  what  is  dill  worfe,  the 
wrong-heartednefs  of  mankind,  among  whom  our 
teachers  muft  be  chofen,  are  well  confidered.  The 
idle  itian  will  not  labour  in  the  office  of  teaching  pro- 
portionibly  to  the  dulnefs  or  inattention  of  his  bcas^ 
crs.  The  wrong-headed,  ^fpecially  if  he  is  conceit- 
ed (and  a  thoufand  to  one  h^  is  highly  fo)  wrll  diftort 
every  thing  he  conveys ;  and  like  an  uneven  glafsi, 
prefiait  allawry  to  the  underftandings  of  his  difci- 
ples.  The  wrong-hearted  will  add  to,  diminifli,  or 
change,,  whatfoever  raeflage  he  is  charged  with, 
according  as  the  times,  the  occdions,  the  humours 
of  his  flodc,  or  his  own  worldly  intcrefts,  Ihsdl 
tempt  him  with  views,  detached,  either  from  the 
original  truth  c^  religion,  or  the  edification  of  man- 
kind. 

Thdfe  caufes  of  apprdienfion  are  not  more  plain 
to  our  experience,  than  u  is,  that  numbers  of  men, 

thus 
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thuSy  uiifasippily  minded,  crowd  daily  ioto  the  mi- 
oiftry,  with  views  pf  gjija  and  eafe  only  to  them- 
ielvesy  and  often  with  principles  dire£Uy  contrary  Jd 
thofc  they  fokmnly  declare  for  at  the  entrance. 
One  half  of  thefc  give  themfelves  little  or  no  trou- 
ble about  the  duty  of  inftru£Hng  the'u:  people,  and 
die  beft  wifli  we  can  form  of  the  other,  is,  that  they 
were  as  idle.  But  ftrange  as  it  may  fy^tn^  it  is,  to 
the  full,  as  true,  that  many  are  found,  more  adive 
in  fpreading  fuch  opinions,  as  they  themielves  hav^ 
renounced,  dian  others  are  in  propagating  thodb 
principles,  on  which  they  believe  eternal  falvation  to 
depend,  and  which,  for  that  reaibn  alone,  if  we 
may  credit  their  iincerity,  they  undertook  the  facred 
office.  By  what  equally  prepofterous  and  wicked 
turn  of  mind  it  is.  that  truth  and  idlenefs,  deceit 
and  diligence,  are  thu$  unnaturally  linked  together 
into  thde  moral  monflers,  is  as  difficult  to  accoimt 
for,  as  it  is,  to  develop  die  other  myfteries  of  ini- 
quity, contrived  by  the  great  deceiver. 

Thus  drciimftanced  how:ever,  the  men,  who 
are  at  all  concerned  for  the  falvation  of  thei>  fouls, 
ought  furely  to  be  on  their  guard,  ought  to  watch 
over  thchr  own  hearts,  and  iry  tbc  f^irits  of  their 
teadiers,  wjth  the  utmoft  circumfpcdion.  If  there 
are  many  who  trade  m  herefies,  making  mercbandife 
cf  men's  fouls  \  if  many  grievous  wolves  are  gone  ous 
smU  the  cburcby  to  worry  at  once  its  members  and  its 
provifions ;  and  if  thefe  wolves  have  fubtilly  conceal- 
ed die  rapacity  of  their  nature  in  the  fheep's  cloath- 
ing,  in  order  to  get  in  among  the  flock,  and  devour 
the  unwary ;  the  caution  given  by  our  blefled  Savi- 
our in  my  tej^t,  mud  be  of  the  laft  confequence  to 
every  fimple  and  well-meaning  Chriftian.  The  fafo- 
ty  of  his  foul  depends  on  his  being  aware  of  falfe 
pr^pbets^  that  is,  on  his  being  apprifed,  in  the  firft 
place,  that  fuch  there  are,  and  in  g^reat  numbers  too, 
who,  with  art  and  cunning,  not  eaiily  feea  through^ 
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lie  in  wait  for  the  unguarded  mind,  in  order  to  fteal 
into  it,  under  the  difguife  of  truth,  fuch  errors,  as 
fubvert,  wherever  they  are  received,  the  whole 
faith  and  pniftice  of  a  Chriftian ;  and,  in  the  next 
place,  on  his  knowing  how  to  dete£t  and  diftinguifti 
thefe  falfe  prophets  from  the  true. 

That  fuch  there  are  (for  by  the  word,  prophets, 
here  as  well  as  in  many  other  places  of  Scripture, 
the  teachers  of  religion  arc  to  be  underftood)  our 
Saviour's  warning,  and  our  own  knowledge  of  the 
M'orld,  are  fufficient  to  convince  us.  He  defires  his 
true  difciples  to  beware  of  them,  forefeeing,  that  no 
age  of  his  church  militant  (hould  be  free  from  thefe 
corrupters  of  the  truth,  and  foretelling,  that  many 
falfe  prophets  ^fbould  rife^  and  deceive  many,  St.  Paul 
foretold  the  fame  event,  when  he  faid  to  Timothy, 
know  tbis^  that  in  the  laft  days  perilous  times  fball 
comey  times  produftive  of  men,  who  have  a  form  of 
godlinefs  (fome  of  the  (beep's  wool)  but  deny  tbe  powd- 
er tbereof  who,  as  Jannes  and  Jambres  rejifted  Mofes^ 
do  alfo  rejift  tbe  trutb ;  men  of  corrupt  minds j  and  re* 
probate  concerning  tbe  faitb.  Our  own  knowledge  of 
the  times  we  live  in  may  fatisfy  us,  that  thefe  pro- 
phecies are  but  too  well  fulfilled,  otherwife  why  fo 
many  teachers,  contradicting  one  another  on  the 
fundamentals  of  our  religion  ?  We  are  fenfible  fure- 
ly,  they  cannot  all  be  in  the  right,  and  that  truth 
neither  needs,  nor  admits,  the  artifice  and  fophiftry, 
pratflifed  by  fome  of  thefe  controvertifts. 

But,  being  convinced,  that  there  are  fuch  falfe 
prophets  or  teachers  among  us,  as  we  are  here  cauti- 
oned to  beware  of;  and  that  tbey  go  about  by  fubtilty 
to  deceive  us\  how  (hall  we  deteft  their  arts,  and 
how  fpy  out  the  wolf  within  the  (heep's  cloath- 
ing? 

That  this  cloathing  does  not  always  fit  the  wear- 
er; that,  in  time,  it  grows  too  thin  and  tattered  to 
conceal  him;  -and  that,  to  a  narrow  infpedion,  it 
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difcovers  (hrewd  figns  of  a  counterfeit  fldn,  I  fhall 
prcfently  endeavour  to  (hew. 

But  hrft,  let  Us  take  into  confideration  the  method 
pointed  out  by  our  Saviour  of  detedting  the  falfe 
prophets,  of  whom  he  warns  us  to  beware. 

By  their  fruitSy  faith  he,  ye  Jball  know  them.  Do 
men  gather  grapes  of  tbornSy  or  figs  of  thiftles  f 

NoWy  it  IS  a  queftion  with  fome,  what  fort  of 
fruits  our  bleiTed  Inftruftor  means,  whether  the  doc- 
trines,  or  the  lives,  of  fuch  as  pretend  to  teadi 
others. 

It  is  certain,  the  appearance  of  innocence  and 
g(xxhiefs  in  a  religious  teacher  are  very  apt  to  infufe 
a  ftmng  prejudice  in  favour  of  that  which  he  incul-^ 
cates,  and  ascertain,  that  the  contrary  appearance 
ufuaUy  produces  a  contrary  prejudice.  The  flieep, 
being  fo  commonly  given  for  an  emblem  of  inno^ 
cence;  and  the  wolf,  for  that  of  wickednels,  do 
naturally  feem  to  point  out  this  interpretation.  For 
a  further  confirmation  of  this  con(lru£tion,  it  is  ob* 
fovable,  that  the  words,  their  fruitSj  are  applied 
to  the  teachers,  not  their  dodtrines  or  principles* 
Befides,  it  is,  with  great  (hew  of  reafon,  prefumed, 
that  the  wifdom  of  Providence  will  generally  em- 
ploy  good  and  honeft  men  for  the  conveyance  of  re^ 
ligious  tmths,  and  leave  it  to  fouler  veflels  to  carry 
herefies. 

Whether  this  is  a  ri^t  way  of  thinking,  or  not^ 
it  is  neverthelefs  fo  rooted  in  the  minds  of  all  men^ 
as  never  to  be  diflodged ;  and  therefore  oug^t  to  be 
carefully  laid  to  heart  by  every  one,  who  conceives 
himfelf  to  be  a  preacher  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs. 
Few,  we  know,  will  take  him  for  a  (heep  within^ 
who  is  a  wolf  without ;  or  believe,,  that  the  fame 
man  can  both  preach  the  will  of  God,  and  practice 
diat  of  his  enemy. 
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It  U  equally  certfliti'  however^  that  Chrift,  by  the 
fruits  of  the  tree^  intended  to  furnilh  the  moft  fimpie 
fort  of  Chriftians  urith  a  plain  and  diftin£t  mark^ 
whereby  they  might  know  the  nature  of  the  tree  it* 
felf.  Now,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  finall  difiiculty  to 
one  unable  to  fearch  his  own  heart,  to  fearch  thofe 
of  other  men,  and  find  out  in  the  midft  of  dtKguifes, 
whether  they  are  to  be  clafled  among  the  virtuous, 
or  the  vicious.  To  me  it  (eems  a  much  eafier  talk 
to  difcover  the  truth  or  ftJfity  of  their  doArines  by 
the  ufe  of  found  reafon  in  a  diligent  perufal  of  God*s 
word  ;  efpecially  if  the  doctrines  have  been  tried  on 
others  before  hand,  and  either  healed,  or  poifoned, 
the  niinds,  into  which  they  were  admitted.  It  is 
ft  fadt,  not  to  be  queilioned,  that  vety  bad  men, 
fuch  as  Balaam  and  Judas,  have  been  authorifed 
by  God  himfelf  to  deliver  and  preach  the  moft 
filcred  trutlis.  Nor  is  it  lels  apparent  to  the  expe- 
rience of  every  man,  that  others,  believed  by  all 
their  aicquaintances,  or  at  leafl  taken  by  the  general 
opinion,  to  be  men  of  very  good  lives,  have  never- 
thel^efs  been  flrenuous  preachers  of  error  and  herefy ; 
for,  mofl  evident  it  is,  that  men  of  very  good  cna- 
rafters,  as  well  as  a  loofer  fort,  have  appeared  among 
the  foremoil  champions  of  opinions,  equally  inn 
portant,  and  wholly  repugnant.  How  (hall  the 
limple  in  this  cafe,  chufe  his  guide,  if  he  hath  no 
other  rate  to  go  by,  but  the  lives  of  fuch  as  offer 
their  fervice  ?  Is  be  to  halt  between  two  opinions, 
tiH  the  day  of  judgment  comes,  and  fhews  him  which 
of  thofe  opinions  had  the  advantage  in  point  of  ex- 
emplary teachers  i  To  what  purpofe  is  die  word  of 
God  laid  ofcn  to  him,  if  he  may  notfearcb  tbtfcrip^ 
iures^  wbetbtr  tbe  things  delivered  to  him,  erefo  inr 
dcedy  as  they  are  delivered,  or  not  ?  If  he  is  to  pin 
his  faith  on  the  mere  appearance  of  morality  in  a 
teacher  ?  It  is  acknowledged,  Chrift  calls  the  fruits, 
whereby  we  are  to  judge,  the  fruits  of  the  prophets 
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or  teachers,  and  not  of  their  doftrines;  but  then  it 
(hould  be  noticed,  ttuit  this  figure,  in  putting  the 
teacher  for  the  thing  tau^t,  is  the  fame  with  his 
putttnfi  the  difciple  for  the  do£trine  learned,  when 
he  ex^ins  the  parable  of  the  fower.  7bat  (ie^)  he 
iaith,  fobicb  fell  among  thorns^  an  tbey^  iiobicb^  "^i^ 
ibey  have  beardy  go  fort b^  and  are  cboaked  wib  cares^ 
tSc.  Y^t  the  feed  is  the  word  of  Cfod.  He  ufes  the 
iame  figure  alfo  in  the  parable  of  the  tares,  gatbir  ^ 
icgetber  firft  the  tares^  and  bind  tbem  in  bundles  te 
burn  tbem.  The  tates,  it  is  true,  are  put  for  ^84 
men,  in  the  pafftble,  and  are  faid  to  be  fown  by  the 
divil^  that  is,  their  bad  principles  and  fins  were  in^ 
fiifed  into  them  by  the  enemy,  who  can,  in  no  /en(e, 
be  underftood  to  have  created  the  men  themfelves, 
without  running  into  downright  Manicheifm.  Moft 
true  it  is,  the  argument  of  God's  eti^ploying.  none 
but  good  men  in  his  fervice,  p^ves  nothing,  be- 
caofe  brought  to  prove  too  much;  for,  as  all. men 
are  finful9  as  none  is  good^  Providence,  if  tied  to 
this  rule,,  muft  have  given  us  angels  fat-  te^h^srs,  and 
not  roea  of  like  ir^rmty  witb  ourfelws.  Providence 
therefore,  inftead  of  being  complimented  by  fuch 
reafoning,  is  really  arraign^  for  placing  hif  treafurcs 
in  eartben  vejfels^  and  not  in  golden  (hrines. 

We  commit  no  miftakes  in  attempting  to  gather 
fruits  from  plants  we  are  well  acquainted  with  ^  we 
do  not,  for  inftance,  look  for  grapes  on  thorny  or 
fig|  on  thiftles.  But  if  foreign  plants,  as  yet  un- 
known to  us,  are  imported  and  propagated  in  our 
country,  as  fome  of  them  may  produce  fruits,  nu- 
tritious or  medicinal ;  and  others,  poifonous ;  it  will 
be  more  prudent  to  let  then?  be  tried  on  fwine,  be- 
fore we  venture  to  make  a  meal  on  them ;  at  leaft  it 
wiU  be  a  iafer  way  to  fmell  and  taite  tbem  in  ex- 
tremely ihiall  quantities,  ore  we  truft  them  in  lar- 
ger, with  our  conftitutions.  Thus,  without  too 
great  a  riique,  we  may  know  the  tr^  by  its  fruit. 

In 
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In  like  manner  Ihould  the  teachers  of  all  religions 
dodlrines  be  judged  of.  They  who  teach  us  fuch 
as  have  been  already  revealed,  and  found  by  long 
experience  to  be  produftive  of  virtue  and  happinefs, 
may  be  (afely  liftened  to.  But,  if  both  the  teacher 
and  his  doctrines  arc  new  to  us,  for  that  very  rea(bn 

,  they  are  to  be  fulpefted,  till  they  are  tried  on  thofe 
who  greedily  fwdlow  every  thing ;  or,  at  Icaft,  tiH 
their  agreement,  or  dif^eement,  with  known  truths, 
with  unprejudiced  reafon,  and,  above  all,  with  the 
lioly  Scriptures,  is  better  examined.  By  thefe  rules 
Xve  may  canvas  the  new  opinions  with  others  better 
verfed  in  fuch  matters  than  ourfelves;  and  by  ob- 
serving what  eflfefts  they  have  on  the  preacher  himfelf 
end  his  difciples,  more  efpeclally,  how,  on  giving  a 
little  into  his  principles  ourfelves,  the  ftate  of  our 
own  minds  is*altered  for  the  better,  orthe  worfe,  is 
warmed,  or  cooled,  te  God  and  goodnefs,  may, 
without  too  great  a  rifque  to  our  faith  and  falvation, 
knmv  of  the  doarine^  nnd  confequently-  of  the  man, 
whether  either  f's  of  Godj  fmce  all  our  care  and  en- 
quiry is  only  to  find  out  the  will  of  God,  that  we 
may  do  it.  And  what  is  his  will  in  the  caution  be- 
fore us,  but  that  we  fhould  be  careful  to  difcem  the  ^ 
falfe  teacher  from  the  true,  and  avoid  him  ?  Who 
then-Ss  the  falfe  teacher  ?  He,  Ho  doubt,  who  teach- 
es that  which  is  falfe,  erroneous,  or  feduftive.  Were 
not  this  our  Saviour's  real  meaning,  he  had  not  ap- 
plied the  epithet,  falfe,  to  the  prophet  or  teacher, 
but  rather  to  the  man,  whom  it  muft  have  fitted  in 
its  full  propriety,  He  therefore  certainly  points  at 
that  teacher,  who,  not  as  an  angel,  or  a  man,  but 
purely  as  a  teacher,  is  to  be  branded  with  the  name 
of  falfe,  on  account  of  his  falfe  doctrine,  of  whom 
we  are  to  beware.     It  is  not  our's  to  judge  the  man. 

•To  bis  own  mafter  heftandetb^  or  falletb.  Neither  are 
we,  by  any  means,  fo  much  concerned  with  his  life 
^nd  morals,  as  with  the  nature  and  tendency  of  hi? 

principles. 
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principles, '  which,  if  right,  may  lead-  u^  rthj^ough . 
(aving  truth&,  to  perfeA  happmefs ;  and  if  wroog, 
through  pernicious  errors,  to  eternal  mifery; 

If  wc  confider,  what  it  is,  we  are  to  recejve  fiom  ♦ 
a  rdtgious  teacher,  as  we  gather  fruit  from  a  tree, 
we  fhall  find,  it  is  his  doctrine,  that  which  he  teach^ : 
cs;  and  that,  on  only  exaniining  this  a  little,  we 
jnay  eafily  perceive,  whether  it  is  confirmed,  or  cpn- 
tradi£ted,  by  the  word  of  God,  juft  as  we  diftinguifti 
an  haw  from  a  grape,  and  know,  that  this  is  the: 
fiuit  of  a  vine,  and -that  of  a  thorn,  ,  ,    > 

But^,  that  the  fundamental  articles  of.  our  religion,  ^ 
both  in'  feg^d  to  fairfi  and  praftice,  are  fully  ?iml*  Yv 
clearly  laid  before  us  in  holy  Scripture,  the  fame; 
Scriptures  do  fhongly  n^intain;  how  otherwifei 
could  St.  Paul  have  &id  to  us,  as  well  as  to  the  Ga< 
latiaos,  ^  we^  the  apoftles,  or  an  angel  from  beaven^i 
preach  any  other  gof pel  untoyou^iban  that  which  we^ 
have  preached  unto  you^  let  him  be  accur/ed.  Wherej 
now  are  we  to  find  this  gofpel,  but  jn  the  word  ofj 
God?  And  if,,  notwithilanding  the  holineis  ofan- 
heavenly  angel^  and  of  an  infpired  apoftle,  both  are) 
to  be  accurfed,  m  cafe  they  give  us  anv  tubing  elfe 
for  jsofpel,  jdian  that  which  God  hinifelt  hatb!  given, 
US  in  hi&wotdi  why  is  the  fuppofed^rightepiftiK^, 
of  any  preacher  whatfoever  to  be  fet  up  for  a  tc(l4>f 
truth,  and  a  proof,  that  his  dodtrines  muA,^..be 
perfectly  found  ? 

If  bad  principle  that  is,  principles  that  naiti^rfiljly 
tend  to  relax  the  ties  of.  religion, , and  tempt >  nae.  to. 
be  vicious,  ihould  have  made  this  teacher  virtuous,^ 
it  miffht  feem  a  miracle  to  my  underilandtng;  yet: 
mirade  thoji^  if  (hould  be,^  I  am  not  fo  be  carried 
away  with,:;itt  for  it  wasi  long  ago,  foretold,,  that. 
the  falfe  grpppets  Jbould  fiew  great  Jigns  and  won^ 
ders\  and  none  greater,  I  am  fure,  they  can  fhew,. 
than  a  life,  of  p^ety  2ixA  virtue,  planned  on  anti* 
,  chriilian. 
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chrifttan  priiiciples.  which  is  the  faoie  as  the  prodiio 
tion  of  good  fruit  from  an  evil  tree. 
.  What  then,  you  will  fay,  is  the  difciple  lo  fit  in 
r  judgment  on  his  matter  ?  If  the  taugtu:  is  to  e3ta- 
mine  thi  foundnefs  of  his  teacher's  principles,  muft 
he  not  have  more  knowledge  than  that  t^u:herf 
And  if  fo,  why  fuch  a  teacher  ? 

A  man  may  poflibly  know,  whether  the  principles 
of  another  are  found,  or  not,  who  is  not  near  fo 
learned. '  In  each  leading  article  of  faith  or  pmftic6, 
one  plain  fentence  of  fctipture  may  enable  him  fo 
do  tnis;  6r,'if  one  is  not  fufikient,  there  are  an 
Hundred.  David  found  the  truth  of  what  I  zsn  fay- 
ing, experimentally,  I  bave  more  unitrjtanimg^  faith 
hei  than  all  my  teaebers^  fefr  tby  ie/timonies  are  my  m^ 
dfiiitwH,  When  God  is  the  chief  tnftru<St6r,  there  is 
aft  effbftual^ check  upon  the  documents  of  lower 
tWfccliers:  '  A  plain  Hiriderffianding  i^  by  rtb  means, 
thewotfteommeAtatbroA.the  fimplicity  rf  liie  gof- 
pel. .  Afthbiigh  learning  is  >  neceffaty  i^^Balificatiott 
';  in  a  traiiflatpr  of  the  feriptures,  and  k  teacher  of 
'I  Chriftiartity,  yet  Are  the  learned  to  be  htord  with 
'  cauticMi,  on  account  of  the  infinite  contraditftions  and 
extrgiSa^ncies,  which  their  refinements  haVe  intro- 
duced intoT^ifhiir  mofl:  facred  branch-  of  knowledge.- 
Thck^Uc'ibi'wife  nien' after  tbe  ft^^^tA  the  vaik- 
dtfputers-tf'  the  worlds  on  whom  St.  Paul  fets  this 
charadteriilic  mark,  that  the  plainer^  Chriftian  may 
not  be  led  arfray  by  their  fpecious  flibrilties.  As  the 
pttitnt  times  abound  with  fuch,  the  counfel  of  our 
Savidiir,  to  fake  betdb&uf  Moe  A^^r^  was  never  more* 
rieceffary.  '^  '  "  •  ' 

Biitf  had  the  Ampler' and  more  ffliteratci  hearers 
nothing  eHe  to  guard  agaiiift,.  than  the^fwcies  and 
refinements  of  learned  men.  there  wo^ld  be  the  Ie(i 
danger  of  impofition.  Thcyiiave  artifice  alfo,  and 
that,  of  the  deepe(l  and  d^eft  kind,  to  ^i|>pithe0d 
in  many  of  their  teachers,  on  whom  the  flieep*s 
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cloathing  fits  ib  well,  and  looks  (b  natural,  that  it  ist 
very  hard  to  di(cern  the  ravenous  wolf,  the  wily  fox, 
the  mimic  ape,  that  lurks  within. 

Let  us  however  examine  this  cloathing  a  little. 
Perhaps,  on  a  nearer  view,^  it  may  be  found  left 
genuine,  than  it  feems  at  firft  fight.  If  the  very 
difguife  ftiould  betray  itfelf,  either  by  exhibiting 
hair,  inftead  of  wool,  to  the  eye ;  or  by  falling  of^ 
on  a  reaibnable  fteedoni  of  hand,  the  infpeftor  will 
ftart  back  from  the  apparent  bead,  which  it  now 
conceala 

Here  now  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  this  cloathing, 
like  all  oth^r  drefs,  put  on  more  for  (hew,  than  uti- 
lity, isndther  uniform,  nor  always  the  fame;  but 
varies  according  to  the  times,  and  is  now  of  one 
faihion,  and  then  of  another,  as  may  be  moil  con- 
ducive to  the  defiens  of  the  wearer.  In  one  age  it  is 
a  pretended  2eal  for  orthodoxy ;  in  another,  high  re- 
(pedt  for  the  outworks  of  religion  ;  in  another,  fcru- 
pulofity  of  conicience  about  the  gnats  of  opinion  and 
pra6tice;  in  another,  a  puritanical  oftentation  of 
riehteoufiiefs ;  in  another,  bold  pretenfions  to  the 
gifts  of  infpiration,  prophecy,  and  miracles.  Of 
thefe,  and  fuch*like,  the  antiquaries  of  controverfy 
have  prcfervcd  a  large  ward-robe,  torn  from  the 
maiquerading  teachers  of  former  centuries  in  the 
many  unfightly  (cuffles  about  the  very  principle  of 
peace  and  love. 

In  this  age  and  country,  the  (heep*s  cloathing  con- 
iiftB  of  hign  pretenfions  to  liberty,  charity,  morality, 
and  veneration  for  the  holy  Scriptures.  Fine  indeed ! 
add  iit,  jiot  only  for  a  real  Iheep,  but  for  an  angel 
of  li^t.  It  k  more  than  the  wolf  can  want,  and 
Aiffic^t  to  conceal  the  infernal  deformity  of  fatan 
faimfelf,  (h6u|d  he  have  occafion  to  transform  bimfelf 
into  one  of  thofe  heavenly  beings.  As  however,  we 
are  comman^d,  not  to  judge  by  tbe  appearance^  but 
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to  judge  righteous  judgment^  let  us  go  a  little  clofer, 
and  infpc^  die  particulars. 

And  firft,  as  to  liberty,  or  rather,  in  this  cafe^ 
Chriftian  liberty,  tlie  ikin  here  fecms  to  be  fo  well 
gathered  about  the  wearer,  and  the  wool  fo  artificial- 
ly ftuck  on,  that  none,  but  a  prafticed  eye,  can  dif- 
cover,  whether  he  is  a  (heep,  or  wolf.  He  teaches, 
that  the  gofpel  having  fet  us  free  from  the  bondage 
of  ordinances,  and  enjoined  us  an  internal  or  fpiri- 
tual  fervice,  we  can  in  nothing  adl  more  like  Ghrifti- 
ans,  than  in  withdrawing  our  attention  and  depend- 
ence from  outward  ufages,  and  fixing  both  on  that 
which  is  truly  eflentiaU  and  neceflary  to  corrcdk  the 
heart;  nor  tlian  in  freely  following  the  fenfe  and 
reafon,  which  our  maker  hath  given  us,  and  which 
Chrift  hath  often  called  us  to  the  ufe  of,  in  the 
fearch  of  religious  truths.   How  right  and  juil  is  this ! 

But  when,  as  if  in  purfuit  of  tliefe  principles,  he 
goes  further,  and  under  a  pretence  of  decrying  cere- 
monies* he  is  for  explaining  away,  or  vilifying  the 
facraments,  as  external  and  fuperftitious ;  and  for 
annulling  the  miniilry,  as  burthenfome  and  tyranni- 
cal, it  is  cafy  enough  to  perceive  the  wildnefs  of  the 
wolf,  who  kicks  at  every  fort  of  difcipline,  by  the 
firil ;  and  his  voracious  teeth,  by  the  (econd,  which 
water  at  the  wealth  of  the  church.  No  lefs  remark- 
ably docs  he  difcover  himfelf,  when,  encouraged  by 
the  gofpel  invitation  to  a  generous  freedom  of 
thought  in  religious  matters,  he  fits  in  judgment  on 
the  plaineft  dictates  of  God,  and,  forcibly  wrefting 
the  Scripture,  bends  them  to  thofe  of  his  own  rea- 
fon.  Here  tlie  violence  of  the  wolf,  the  cunning  of 
the  fox,  and  the  irreclaimable  wtldneft  of  both,  are 
united  to  pollute  religion  in  its  fountain,  and  to  per- 
vert ever>'  article  of  Chriflian  faith,  htew,  if  we  do 
not  take  all  this  for  an  exercife  of  tnieCliriftian  liber- 
ty, we  are  charged  by  them  with  bri»u:h  of  Chriftian 
charitv  j  and  lb  the  lecond  part  of  the  (beep's  doath- 
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iDg  is  ufed  to  &ften  on  the  firft,  and  prevent  its  be- 
ing torn  away  in  order  to  a  manifeft  deteftion. 

Charity,  which  is  the  moft  lovely  and  exalted  of 
all  the  Chriftian  virtues,  and  which  our  blefled  Mat 
ter  hath  therefore  aiTigned  as  the  diftinguifhing 
badge  of  his  difciples,  is  aped  by  the  wolf  with  in- 
finite art,  and  paraded  off  to  prodigious  advantage ; 
and  as  between  charity  and  zeal,  when  ever  fo  little 
mirunderftood,  there  appears  to  be  a  fort  of  natural 
oppofition ;  the  zeal  of  an  orthodox  advocate  for 
Chriftian  feith,  though  moderate  enough,  is  run 
down  and  ridiculed  by  the  wolf,  as  an  incendiary 
and  perfecuting  Ipirit,  and  that  with  fuch  unhappy 
fuccefe,  as  to  have  extinguiflied,  in  the  generality  of 
profelTed  Chriftians,  the  very  appearance  of  regard 
for  Chriftianity.  This  dead  fleep  affords  a  fine  op- 
portunity for  the  fower  of  tares ;  nor  does  he  negledt 
to  feize  it  with  all  that  zeal,  which  he  fo  loudly  de- 
cries in  his  opponents.  Thus  zeal  is  blameable  and 
imcharitable  only  when  it  is  exerted  on  the  fide  of 
truth,  though  herein  undoubtedly  is  its  moft  affec- 
tionate exercife  towards  men,  and  its  moft  pleafing 
proof  of  itfelf  in  the  fight  of  God,  if  the  propaga- 
tion of  religious  tmths  is  of  any  confequence  to  the 
happinefs  of  mankind,  and*  it  the  blelfed  martyrs 
were  not  the  moft  miftaken  bigots,  that  ever  labour- 
ed or  died  for  a  worthlefs  caufe. 

It  muft  be  confefled  indeed,  that  the  real  princi- 
ples of  the  wolf  fit  too  loofe  on  him,  to  admit  of 
any  fufferings,  or  even  worldly  loffes,  on  their  ac- 
count, in  their  abettor ;  and  therefore  he  hardly  ever 
attempts  to  make  profelytes  by  open  declarations  of, 
or  argumitets  for,  his  opinions ;  but  infinuates  them 
under  the  mafk  of  received  truths  by  the  bafeft  equi- 
vocations. A  fine  fort  of  divinity,  no  doubt,  that 
can  be  neither  preached,  nor  heard,  but  in  double 
entendres!  Is  it  not  moft  unchriftian,  moft  unchaji- 
t^ble,  in  us  to  expofe  it  ?   However,  that  the  wolf, 
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under  all  his  fmooth  words  of  charity,  bmevdcnoe, 
ibcial  aflfedion,  8rc.  and  under  the  oily  appearance 
of  meeknefs  and  moderation,  is  ftili  a  wolf,  may  be 
cafily  perceived  by  the  home,  but  fecret  ftabs  he 
gives  to  the  reputation  of  thofe  who  ftand  fbremoft 
in  the  controverfy  againft  him,  and  by  the  infinite 
pains  he  is  at  to  keep  them  down,  as  men  who 
would  fet  the  world  on  fire,  were  they  in  power. 
How  artful  is  this  fpecies  of  perfecution,  whioi  con- 
fids  in  imputing  a  (pint  of  perfecution  to  others. 
How  very  artful  this  method  of  thmwing  cold  wa- 
ter on  die  zeal  of  others,  that  his  own  may  draw  all 
the  fewel  to  itfelf,  and  have  leave  to  bura  alone  f 
If  the  world  will  not  fee  the  wolf  here,  nor  fhun  htm 
for  being  a  wolf,  but  is  refolved  rather  to  with  for 
deception,  let  it  be  deceived  I  befeecfa  God  how- 
ever, to  preferve  every  well-meaning  Chriftian  fi-om 
the  virulence  of  the  reigning  moderation. 

As  to  morality,  or  the  third  particular  in  the 
(beep's  cloathing,  it  (bunds  (b  like  virtue,  which  is 
ab(biutely  required  by  the  gofpel,  as  the  principal  in- 
gredient in  Chriftianity,  or  rather,  as  the  grand  effect 
of  all  its  principles,  that  a  wolf,  howfbever  equipped 
in  other  refpedts,  without  this,  could  never  look  fike 
a  fheep.  To  this  therefore  he  afFe£ts  to  lay  clsum, 
as  his  peculiar  diftinftion,  and  thereby  to  throw  the 
odium  of  indifference  for  good  works  on  the  ortho- 
dox. Allowing  him  now  to  be  as  good  a  man  as 
his  neighbours,  and,  better,  his  niodefty  will  not 
fuffer  him  to  fay,  be  is ;  do  not  we  infift,  as  (brong- 
ly  as  he,  on  the  neceflfity  of  a  ^ood  life,  and  on  the 
performance  of  good  works,  in  order  to  falvation 
through  Chrift  ?  What  then  becomes  of  his  diftinc- 
tion  ?  Why,  he  denies  faith  to  be  as  neceflary, 
though,  by  the  very  conftitution  of  the  gofpel,  fiiith 
js  made  the  principal  work  of  God,  and  the  fountain 
of  every  Chriftian  virtue,  the  good  tree,  the  tree  of 
life,  which  is  known  by  the  good  works  or  fruit, 
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which  it  piodnces.  Yet  the  wolf^  here  too  pbunly  dif- 
covering  himfelf,  declaims  ag^nft  faith  a3  mere  idle 
fpeculation,  at  heft ;  and^  difputins  die  doftrines  of 
the  Trinity,  of  the  iatisfoflion,  and  of  God's  grace^ 
as  erroxs^  advances  a  fyftem  of  moral  philolbphy,  ra- 
ther his  own  too,  than  that  of  the  fcripturcs,  as  the 
one  thing  needful.  What  a  wonderfnl  ji^le  is  here  f 
Will  it  go  down  with  common  fenfe,  tmt  the  word 
of  God,  becaufe  it  calls  us  to  repentance  and  new 
neft  of  life,  hath  repealed  it*s  own  principles  of  vir^ 
tue,  and  (ent  us  for  both  to  mere  morality,  which 
OS  with  a  brand,  it  calls  ibe  vain  pbib/ofiy  of  the 
vforld  f  Do  you  not  fee  the  pride  of  the  wolf  in 
his  claim  of  heaven  on  the  merit  of  his  own  woii^s, 
while  the  moil  harmlefs  in  the  flock  of  Chrifl:,  i^ter 
doing  all  the  good  he  can,  is  commanded  to  own 
htmielf  but  an  unprofitable  fervant^  inafmuch  as  he 
can  never  repay  the  price  laid  down  for  him  by  the 
lamb  of  his  falvation,  in,  ^nd  throu^  whom,  he 
humbly  hopes  for  pardon  only  on  the  Ixft  life  he  can 
lead  ?  Either  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  were  but  ma- 
ligners  of  human  nature,  and  teachers  only  of  the 
fimreft  ibrt  of  untruths,  or  he  muft  furely  be  a  fidfe 
prophet,  who,  in  compliment  to  our  virtue,  and  his 
own,  bids  us  truil,  that  the  few  fitby  rags  of  our 
ri^hteoufnefs,  mangled  by  great  defedte,  and  ftained 
with  grols  mixtures,  (hould  atone  for  our  many 
enormides,  or  entitle  us  to  celeftial  crowns.  * 

Notwithftanding  the  great  ftrefs  laid  on  morality 
by  the  wolf  in'iheep's  clothing,  which  fo  plainly 
tends  to  link  the  neceflity,  and  confequendy,  tl^ 
credit,  of  revelation;  he  nevertheleis  pretends  to 
the  moft  profound  veneration  for  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures. 

This  he  infills,  as  we  do,  is  the  word  of  God, 
and  the  rule  of  faith  and  practice.  But  he  differs 
with  us  in  maintaining,  that  it  is  the  only  lawful 
and  warrantable  creed,  in  contradiftindion  to  thole 
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confeffions  of  faith,  that  have  been  framed  by  gene* 
ral  councils,  or  particular  churches.  Thefe,  he  lays, 
are  the  works  of  men  uninfpired,  and  therefore 
fliould  have  no  authority.  Nor  have  they  with  us, 
any  further,  than  as  they  may  be  fupported  with  plain 
proofe  from  fcripture ;  and  we  think  it  as  lawful  to 
expre(s  God's  meaning,  in  forms  like  thefe,  bywords 
of  our  own,  as  it  is  to  tranflate  his  word,  from  the 
original,  into  other  languages ;  or  to  preach  on  it 
from  the  pulpit  \  efpecially  as  we  cannot,  by  any 
other  means,  fo  wdl  find  out,  whether  they  who 
demand  communion  with  us,  or  ordination  to  the 
miniftry  among  us,  are  real  chriftians  or  not. 

But  the  falfe  prophet,  or  teacher,  m  declaiming 
for  the  bible,  as  rfie  only  creed,  does  it  merely  be- 
caufe  he  thinks,  he  can,  with  greater  eafe,  warp  this 
to  his  own  opinions,  than  the  creeds  of  human  com- 
pofure,  which  he  therefore  protefts  againft,  becaufe, 
though  he  fwallows,  he  cannot  fo  readily  digeft 
them,  as  is  manifeft  by  their  riling  fo  often  on  his 
flomach.  That  this  is  really  his  reafon,  may  be  clearly 
gathered  front  what  hath  been  already  (aid  under  the 
heads  of  liberty  and  morality,  which,  if  true,  Ihews 
he  makes  no  difficulty  of  preferring  his  own  under- 
ftanding  to  the  fo  highly  venerated  word  of  God. 
This  is  further  evident  by  his  aftually  denying,  that 
the  whole  bible,  though  he  will  mbfcribe  to  the 
whole,  is  the  product  of  divine  infpiration  ;  without 
being  able,  or  at  Icaft,  willing,  to  point  out  which 
part  of  it  is  the  word  of  God,  and  which,  the  words 
of  a  mere  man.  What  are  the  principles  of  this 
teacher  reduced  to  ?  He  confiders  faith  as  border- 
ing too  clofely  on  credulity  ;  he  looks  on  the  creeds 
of  the  church  as  erroneous,  and  will  profefs  his  faith, 
if  die  temporalities  of  the  church  tempt  him  not  to 
do  it  by  her  creeds,  by  fubfcribing  the  Bible  only ; 
and,  behold !  he  believes  the  Bible  only  in  part ; 
treats  diofe  parts  of  it  which  he  pretends  moft  to 
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venerate,  as  a  nofe  of  wax ;  wrefts  them  to  his  own 
fenfe  by  artful  and  arbitrary  interpretations ;  draws 
but  little,  by.  way  of  illuftration,  from  thence,  into 
his  (hort  philolbphical,  or  rather  finical  harangues, 
which  he  gives  us  for  fermons,  and  lefe  flill  by  way 
of  proof;  keeps  heaven  and  hell,  the  great  fcriptu- 
ral  (an£tions  of  the  divine  law,  as  much  out  of  the 
view  of  his  hearers,  as  poflible,  becaufe,  with  the 
deift,  he  confiders  them  as  deftrudtive  of  his  fa- 
vourite liberty  and  morality,  as  too  coercive  truly ; 
and  becaufe  he  fufpedls,  or  even  difbelieves,  the 
eternity  of  future  torments.  He  knows  the  apoftles, 
h  the  terror  of  the  Lord,  perfuaded  men.  He  hears 
God  faying  to  Ifaiah,  in  reference  to  a  people, « not 
more  affectedly  delicate,  nor  more  hardened  in  wick- 
edneis,  than  this  which  we  are  to  roufe,  cry  aloud ; 
/pare  noi ;  lift  up  tbv  voice  like  a  trumpet ;  fbew  ny 
people  their  tranfgrejfions.  But  then  he  h^rs  thefe 
people,  on  the  other  fide,  faying  unto  the  feers,  fee 
not ;  and  to  the  prophets^  prophecy  not  unto  us  right 
things^  /peak  unto  us  fmooth  things^  prophecy  deceits. 
The  falfe  prophet,  I  am  fpeaking  of,  equally  forget- 
ting, that  he  is  the  mefTenger  of  God,  and  that  all 
fbftenings  of  his  meflage  are  cruelt^r  to  the  people, 
acoonunodates  his  addrefi  to  their  inclination,  not 
thdr  wants,  nor  the  intention  of  his  mafter ;  and,  as 
if  there  were  no  judpnent  to  come,  no  heaven  or 
hell  to  follow,  no  motives  to  reformation  and  holi- 
nefs  to  be  drawn  from  a  dying  Saviour,  nor  from 
the  fhocking  thought  of  crucifying  him  afrefh  by 
perfeverance  in  fm ;  contents  himfelf,  and  his  Lao- 
dicean hearers,  with  prettily,  but  coolly,  parading 
on  the  beauty  of  virtue,  the  deformity  of  vice,  the 
focial  afFedtions,  the  fitnefs  of  things,  the  digqjty  of 
human  nature,  and  the  moral  fenfe ;  principles  cant- 
ed up  by  the  deifts,  as  fufllicient  for  the  correction 
and  government  of  our  paflions,  in  oppofition  to  the 
Lhriltian  fandtions.      What,    but  fallacy,    can  be 

learned 
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learned  from  teachers  fo  falfe  ?  As  here  the  tree 
may  be  known  by  it's  fruit,  fo  the  fruit  may  as  eafi- 
ly  be  known  by  it's  tree.  No  man  in  his  right 
fenicfi  will  go  to  fuch  thorns  for  grapes,  nor  to  (lich 
thifUes  for  figs,  from  whence  he  can  expedt  nothing, 
but  trafh  for  his  underflanding,.  and  a  wound  to  his 
confcience.  If  it  is  iliU  infilled,  that  wickedneft  is 
the  fniit  or  fign  of  a  corrupt  and  falfe  teacher, 
pointed  out  by  our  bleflfed  Saviour,  furely  one, 
whom  we  know  to  be  guilty  of  the  groflefl  prevari- 
cation in  matters  of  religion,  in  cafe  he  prefumes  to 
teadi  religion,  muft  be  fuch  a  teacher,  mud  be  even 
/elf^ondemnidj  as  the  apoflle  intimates.  How  then 
can  he  be  approved  and  followed  by  the  well-mean- 
ing difbiples  of  Chrift  ? 

Yet,  after  being  thus  detected,  mud  he  ftill  wear 
the  fleece,  and  pafs  for  a  Chriflian  ?  Mufl  he  even 
flirowd  himfelf  in  the  fimple  and  feamleis  garment 
of  Chrift,  for  which  he  hath  cqfi  lots  with  the  more 
avowed  enemies  of  that  mafter,  whom,  it  is  his 
part,  fo  baily  as  it  is  theirs,  to  buffet  %  while  the 
whole  of  his  teachings,  exhibits,  to  a  difceming 
eye,  nothing  better,  than  a  manifold  patch-work  of 
cieiftical  (hreds,  artfully  tacked  together  with  a 
fcriptural  thread  ?  Will  not  you,  who  know,  but 
in  part,  the  truth  of  what  I  have  been  faying,  look 
a  litde  clofer  into  the  principles  of  fuch  teachers, 
left  you  (hould  give  yourfelves  up  to  the  guidance 
of  an  artful  deceiver,  under  the  ma(k  of  an  honeft 
and  faithful  iriftruAor. 

Or,  if  thefe  are  too  (hort-iighted  or  careleis,  to 
examine  any  part  of  the  way  before  their  leaders; 
will  not  you  at  kaft»  who  know  both  the  way  and 
the  l^ers,  who  are  fenfible,  every  thing  i  have  faid, 
is  founded  on  truth  and  experience ;  will  not  you 
difdain  the  very  thoughts  of  fuffering  your  better 
underftandings  to  be  impofed  on  by  arts,  already 
lisen  through,  with  no  wiler  vicw^  than,  that  a  loofe 

heart 
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heart  may  have  loofe  opinions  to  countenance  it'is 
corruptions?  They  who  choofe  deceitful  teachers, 
knowing  thern  to  be  fuch,  are  deceivers  of  tbem/ehes. 
Now,  by  choofing,  I  mf  an,  rot  the  eledting  of  this 
or  that  perfon  into  a  pariOi  or  congregation,  but  the 
lending  a  favourable  ear  to  one  teacher,  rather  than 
another,  and  reading  his  publifhed  performances  pre- 
ferable to  fuch  as  rcccmrRenH  the  contrary  princi  - 
pies.  That  there  arc  many  pretenders  to  free-think- 
ing, who  thus  open  their  minds  to  one  fet  of  reli- 
gious notions,  while  they  (hut  them  s^ainft  another ; 
and  that  they  often  do  this,  in  order  to  a  greater  li- 
berty of  indulging  their  paffions,  and  purfuing 
their  worldly  defigns ;  is  too  evident,  to  be  difputed 
Thefe  men  are  intentional  impolers  on  themfelves  ^ 
and  only  (ingle  out  a  l^der  for  their  purpofe,  to  aid 
them  in  the  goodly  work  of  felf-dcception. 

But  pray  conlider  ferioufly,  you,  whole  confcience 
&y&  to  you,  iiau  art  the  man^  where,  thi^  difingc 
nuous  way  of  quacking  with  your  underftanding, 
and  giving  yourfelf  up  to  fuch  undertaken  of  the 
ibul^  as  I  have  Jbeen  pointing  out  to  you,  is  to  end. 
The  wolf  has  no  fooner  got  poiTeflion  oF  your  mind 
by  means  of  his  fpecious  diiguife,  but  he  enters  into 
a  dofe  alliance  with  his  relations*  your  paffions  and 
defirts,  encouraging  thefe,  and  relaxing  the  ftrid- 
nefs  of  the  religious  tie,  till,  at  length,  without  the 
leaft  alarm  tp  your  now  (lupified  conicience,  he 
drops  the  fleece  of  innocence,  and  ftands  confefl:,  a 
bead  of  pyey.  Here  now  commences  the  reign  of 
die  wolf  in  all  the  arts  of  rifmg  to  wealth  and  gran- 
deur, by  fraud,  force,  oppreiTion;  and  in  an  out- 
F^eous  riot  of  fenfuality  ;  which  forbid  your  mind, 
once  ta  fear  or  forebode  a  change.  But,  O,  how 
foon  does  that  change  arrive  ?  Nature  cannot  long 
fupport,  nor  will  God  long  fpare,  a  courfe  fo  vio- 
lent, and  fo  contrary  to  tryrc  religion.  The  wolf 
that  was  permitted,  nay,  invited,  to  deceive,  is  now 
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employed  to  torment  you.  While  iitfamyi  fick- 
xiefs,  pain^  beat  heavily  on  you  from  without »  your 
wolfiih  principles  and  paffions  tear  you  within ; 
your  anger,  blown  up  to  rage,  for  want  of  vent  in 
revenge »  luft  burning  in  the  oven  of  your  impo- 
tence ;  jealoufy  driving  your  underftanding  to  dif- 
traftion ;  and  envy  eating,  like  a  viper,  into  your 
heart  \  (hew  you  what  fruits  are  to  be  expeded  from 
the  thora  and  thiftle.  This  however  is  but  amufe«> 
ment,  to  the  fury  of  your  returning  confcience, 
which  reddening  her  iron  foour'ge  in  the  furnace  of 
your  enormous  guilt,  and  raittng  her  hand,  as  high 
as  heairen,  at  every  ftroke,  lafbes,  and  Hares  your 
foul  into  defpain  This  too  is  but  a  trifle,  compared 
with  that  which  death  and  judgment  bring  along 
with  them,  wherein  all  conception,  and  therefore  all 
defcription,  fire  left  far  behind. 

Thus  have  I  laboured,  God  is  my  witne&,  in  the 
bowels  of  charity,  to  roufe  you,  and  bring  you  wcth 
an  open  ear,  and  feeling  hearty  to  the  admonitions 
of  our  blefied  mafter  i  fake  heed  bow  foa  bear ;  ie- 
ware  tf  fat/e  prepheis^  wbicb  came  to  yeu  in  Jbeeps 
ttething,  but  inwarHy  they  arc  ravemag  ^olms.  Do 
"men  j^afier  ^rafes  of  thorns^  or  fi^s  of  tbiftUs  f  Do 
men  hope  for  better  than  infipid  and  onwholfome 
haws  from  that  thiclcet  of  their  own  bewiicfei^  un-^ 
dcrftandings,  and  the  perplexity  of  ihofe  interfering 
paflions,  whence  thdr  new  teachers  invite  them  to 
pick  tip  a  meal  of  mere  mor#lity,  by  fiir  tefe  notri* 
live  ot  real  goodfteffe,  than  of  Hcfcntious  attd  •irre*' 
claimable  iriegolarrities  ?  They  ff»y  beaffured,  if 
here  otrly  they  look  for  rnfftruftlon,  dJey  (hail  be  left 
trf  God  to  eat  the  fruit  of  tieir'eum  wnys^  tv^fiUkd 
with  thiir  own  devtcrsy  and  to  be  taught  xtrieh  §he 
'iborns  of  then-  own  wikkmefs  in  a  feverfcr  manner, 
than  the  men  <tf  fiif^rt/^' under  the  hands  of  Okieon. 
Ts  it  their  choice  to  feed  themfelves  from  the  AiP- 
t\a  of  hutnan  invention  and  corruption,  covered  in- 
deed 
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deed  with  the  intricate  leaves  of  Arianifniy  but  ri- 
peniBg^  at  Ihe  hfead,  into  the  flying  feeds  of  Deifin, 
which  carried  by  every  wind  of  doSirine^  fpread  a  crop 
of  pernicious  opinions,  as  often  ^  they  fall  into  a 
foil  fuitably  pre-difpofcd  ?  What  is  their  judgment? 
JNay,  what  is  their  tafte,  if  they  prefer  the  produft 
of  thefe  plaais,  to  the  fruit  of  the  true  vine,  that 
tree  of  life^  ^wbofe  very  leaves  beat  ib^  nations  ? 

God  of  his  infinite  goodnefs,  teach  us  all,  here  to 
fcek  the  nourilhrnentt  of  our  fouls,  that  we  may 
have  our  fruit  unto  boUnefs^  and  tbe  end  everlafting 
life^  and  that  both  be  who  fowetb^  and  be  wbo  reap- 
etb^  may  rejoice  together  in  Chrift  Jefus,  to  whom 
with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  might, 
maj'efty,  dignity,  and  dominion,  now  and  for  ever- 
more.   Amen. 


K  a  D  I  S^ 


DISCOURSE     VII. 

Stand  fail  in  the  Faith. 


I  Cor.  xvi.  1.3, 
Watch  yi\  Jiand  fafi  in  the  faith  \  quit  ye  lite  men  5 

THESE  words  breathe  a  fpirit  (b  truly  mi- 
litaryt  that,  had  we  not  found  them  in  an 
epiftle,  we  (hould  have  been  apt  to  ima- 
gine, the  apoftle  mud  have  uttered  them  at  the 
head  of  an  army,  at  a  time  when  the  enemy  was 
near  at  hand,  and  a  battle  very  foon  expected. 

This  now  was  really  the  cafe ;  and  every  Chrifti- 
an  who  reads  them,  in  part  miftakes  their  meaning, 
if  he  does  not  confider  the  feith  here  mentioned,'  as 
the  caufe  of  God  and  his  own  foul,  and  that  (out, 
hereby  roufed  to  vigilance,  fortitude,  and  vigour, 
in  the  maintenance  of  a  caufe  fo  infinitely  impor- 
tant, againft  an  enemy,  feldom  abient,  inconceivably 
artful,  and  implacably  embittered. 

Although .  we  (hould  have  perfeftly  underflocd 
the  Apoftle,  had  he  only  exhorted  us  to  ftand  faft  in 
the  faiib^  yet  we  (hould  not  have  (b  clearly  con- 
ceived, how  this  was  to  be  done,  if  he  had  given  us 

this 
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this  preoept  by  itfdf.  On  the  other  hand,  bod  he 
only  faid,  watcb  yt^  quit  ye  like  men^  be  firongy  his 
word^  muft  have  been,  in  a  great  meafure,  unintel* 
ligible  to  us,  and  we  (hould  have  been  wholly  at  a 
lofs  to  comprehend,  why,  or  to  what  purpofe,  our 
vigilance  and  refolution  are  thus  called  up,  as  it 
were  to  adtion. 

Bot^  on  viewing  the  whole  text  together,  we  find 
the  infptred  writer  confiders  us,  in  refpeCt  to  the 

Erinciples  of  our  holy  religion, .  as  men  carelefsly 
tting,  or  lying  faft  afleep,  whom  he  therefore 
roufes  with  a,  watcb  ye^  and  calls  us  to  our  feet 
with  a,  ftand  faft  in  tbe  faitb.  After  this,  he  fpeaks 
to  tts  as  if  we  were  already  in  a  pofture  of  defence, 
and  had  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  in  our  handsy 
quit  ye  like  men  \  beftrMg. 

Being  thus  called  up,  as  it  were  with  a  trumpet, 
to  contend  for  the  faith,  and  to  guard  it  againft  the 
enemy  and  his  attempts,  we  ought  to  know,  what 
the  faith  itfelf  is,  who  is  the  enemy,  and  what  is 
tbe  nature  or  method  of  his  attack. 

Firft,  as  to  the  feith,  it  is  a  firm  belief  and  trull  in 
the  holy  Trinity,  for  into  thlfe  were  we  baptifed,  with 
a  proraife,  ihax  wbofoever  believeib  (ball  be  Javedy  and 
an  aflurance,  that  ^t^foever  believetb  not  Jball  be 
damned.  But  whereas  to  fay,  we  firmly  believe  in 
tbe  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  but  do 
not  entirely  believe  in  all,  thefe  three  divine  perfons 
have  revealed  to  us,  nor  fubmit  to  all,  they  have 
enjoined  us,  would  be  erofs  abfurdity  and  contra- 
diction ;  our  faith  therefore  neceflarily  extends  itfelf 
to  the  whole  of  God's  wofd,  fo  delivered  to  us,  as 
to  leave  no  room  to  doubt,  whether  he  himfelf  was 
the  author  of  it,  or  not. 

If  then  believing  in  God,  we  muft  of  confe- 
quence  believe  in  his  word,  it  will  naturally  follow, 
that  our  perufal  is  to  fuit  itfelf  to  his  revelations,  fo 
as  to  give  the  clofeft  attention  to  thofe  things, 

where* 
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wherepn  he  hath  laid  the  ^aneft  ftc^fs^  firmly  bc^ 
lieving  all  he  fays^  but  modiiatkig  chiefly,  and  9^ 
plyiDg  our  faith  more  efpecially,  to  that  which  be  is 
pleafed  to  repeat  moft  frequently,  to  explain  in  the 
grcateft  variety  of  lights,  to  urgis  in  the  (tronscA 
icrms,  and  fupport  with  his  moft  engagii^  pfofoifea 
or  moft  dreadful  threatenincs. 

Every  ordinary  reader  of  the  (orfptiive  will  per- 
ceive^ I  mean  no  more  but  the  do&ria^  of  one  only 
God,  the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  of 
deliverance  frooi  tbe  guih  and  pttnifhpnent  of  fio^ 
and  admii&on  into  the  joys  of  heavea*  oi>  the  ter oua 
of  the  aew  covenant,  liasoely^  a  deep  and  finpero 
repentance  in  reg^d  ^  alt  fins  paft^  a  Uvely  £iiih  in 
God*s  mercy  throi^h  tbe  faving  merits  of  the  great 
facrifice  Chrift  Jefus,  and  that  ardent  love  of  God 
and  our  neighbour^  which  the  Holy  Scriptures 
iet  forth  as  tbe  co0ipr(heii(ive  perfe£^ion  of  all  chris- 
tian duty. 

He  can  fee  nothing^  who  cannot  fee,  thattbefe 
are  tbe  points  chiefly  iafifted  on  itt  holy  Scripture, 
Day  that  tbe  wbole  wa9  written  principaUvi  if  eot 
on^t  clearly,  to  teach»  >nd.  firmly  to  eftablifli  Uie 
belief  of  thefe  points  1  and  that  there^e,  without 
a  fettled  faith  in  thenp,  it  is  in  vab  to  talk  of  being 
a  Cbriftian^ 

This  therefore  is  the  &ith,  into  which  we  are  by 
baptifm  inlifted^  wherein  we  are  tojiandf^fi^  where- 
in however  it  is  impoflible  to  ftand  at  allt  without 
attending  to,  and  bekevijag  thofe  other  dod\rines  that 
lead  to,  follow  from,  or  are  otberwife  nece0arily  con^ 
nededwith,  thde;  fucK^  I  mean,  as  relate  to  the 
attributes  of  God,  the  natural  bbadnei^i  and  weakoefa 
of  man,  the  divine  ordinances  or  facramenis,  tbb 
xefurre^ion  of  the  dead^  whereof  Chrift  was  the 
firft  fruits,  a  judgment  to  come»  and  endlefs  bappi-^ 
nefaor  mifery  to  follow, 

An4 
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And  this  is  ibe  faitb,  wberein  that  we  maf  ftand 
fafty  we  are  towoict^  to  w^fcb  av4  pr^y^  if/ttuefn^ 
ler  ittio  tmptation^  that  particular  kind  of  terpptationv 
which  proceeds  froiti^  or  at  lead  always  works  in,  an 
evil  biari  of  unbelief'^  to  quit  mrfelv€S  tih  mtn  of  re^ 
folution  and  feofe  who  are  no  longer  children,  ic[fc4 
$0  and  fro^  and  carried  abmi  mtb  4very  wind  of  4oc- 
irim  ^  and  to  be  ftrong  ia  ibe  Lord^  and  in  the  ponfer 
of  bis  migbij  earnefilj  coniendin^^  for  tbe  faitb  vobicb 
HMS  once  delivered  to  tbe  faints. 

And  forely  no  other  thing,  we  can  polTibiy  bf 
pofleiled  off  fo  well  defervps  to  be  contended  for, 
becaufe  on  the  purity  and  firainer3  of  this  faith  all 
our  title  to  forgivcnefs  of  fiBs,  to  :pcace  with  God; 
and  to  the  eternal  enjoyment  oi  him  and  heaven,  i^ 
founded^  This  is  tbe  Juhftanee  of  tbings  boped  for^ 
used  tbe  evidence  of  tbings  not  feen.  By  this  our  ifjfec-- 
tions  are  raifed  from  tbings  on  eartb^  from  the  vain 
md' vexatious  thinn  which  are  unde&  the  fun  ;  and 
placed  on  tbit^s  ahoe^  on  rivers  of  pleafnre^  and  on 
tba^  glory  noSicb  ftfall  be  revealed^  when  we  Aiall  be 
able  lo  comprehend,  and  fit  to  receive  it.  If  the 
things  above  fo  infinitely  furpafs  thofe  below,  it  mult 
be  our  higheft  wifdom  and  our  greateft  happinels,  to 
walk  by  faitb^  and  not  by  Jigbi  \  to  iQok^  no$  at  tb^ 
temporal  tbings  which  are  feen^  but  tbrougb  tbe  eye  of 
faisb  of  tbe  eternal^  wbicb  are  notfeen. 

But  that  we  through  the  eye  of  faith,  may  have 
the  clearer  view  of  the  happineis  and  glory  promifedy 
and  that  we. may  walk  more  fteadily,  or  run  more 
fwiftly  towards  them,  it  is  requifite  this  eye  (hould 
idelf  be  clear  and  (harp,  not  dazzled  by  any  funda- 
mentaJ  errors  nor  darkened  by  the  interpofition  of 
xhis  world  between  it  and  the  light  of  God's  word. 
It  is  on  this  account,  but  not  on  this  alone,  that  we 
3Xt  fo  oaradtly  called  on  by  the  holy  fpirit  to  watch 
againft  tbo^  errpfs,  as  dilbempers  of  the  eye  itfelf, 
Md  aggiojQ;  the  world  aa  too  apt  to  eclipfe  that  eye 

by 
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by  coming  between  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  and  the 
foul.  There  is,  I  fay,  another  reafon  for  the  earneft- 
nefs  of  this  call.  Wc  have  an  enemy,  inceffantly 
employed  to  pervert  our  faith,  and  turn  our  whole 
attention,  through  our  fenfes,  our  appetites,  and 
our  paffions,  on  the  things  of  this  prefent  world. 
To  work  us  to  one  or  other  of  thefc  ends,  or  per- 
haps both,  he  employs  fuch  arts  and  inflruments  as 
it  is  very  difficult  to  guard  againft. 

As  the  points  to  be  believed,  whether  in  regard 
to  the  pad  or  future,  are,  in  a  great  meafurq,  myf- 
terious,  incomprehenfible,  and  wonderful,  he  ap^ 
plies  to  our  reafon,  or  rather  to  the  pride  we  take 
m  a  fuppofed  fupcriority  of  our  reafon,  to  perfuade 
lis,  that  men  of  underftandings  fo  uncommonly  re- 
fined and  delicate,  ought  not  to  fubmit  to  the  be- 
lief of  fafts,  contrary  to  the  courfe  of  tiature,  or  of 
dodtrines,  above  the  comprehcnfion  of  the  mdft  ele- 
vated thinker^  j  and  by  this  artifice  fo  extremely  fit 
to  flatter  our  vanity,  tries  to  fill  us  with  a  contempt 
for  the  whole  of  our  faith  in  revelation. 

If  througti  the  affiftance  of  almighty  God  and  our 
own  humble  reflexions  on  the  narrownefs  of  our 
underftandings,  which  cannot  poflibly  comprehend 
either  God,  or  his  unfearchable  ways,  we  eicape 
this  fnare,  and  ftill  think  it  but  reafbnable  to  believe 
fome  things,  for  which  we  cannot  account,  on  the 
teftimony  of  him  who  is  truth  itfclf,  and  will  not 
deceive  us;  hi;^  next  attempt,  is  to  corrupt  that 
faith  in  our  minds,  which  he  cannot  totally  deflroy. 
And  here  alfo  he  pleads  with  our  vanity,  that  if  wc 
will  not  entirely  relinquifh  the  word  of  God,  wc 
ought  not  at  leaft  to  fwallow  in  the  lump  all  the  con- 
(Iruftions  put  on  it  by  men  who  pretend  to  the  folc 
right  of  interpretation. 

On  this  rational  foundation  he  builds  another  prin- 
ciple, more  pl^ifible  than  true^  that  in  matters  fo 
myfterious  as  forrie  articles  of  faith  arc  acknow- 
ledged 
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Icdged  to  be,  no  particular  conftrudtion  can  be  nece^. 
fiiry,  and  therefore,  as  to  iuch  artieles,  different 
men  may  fafeiy  hold  different,  or  oppofice  opinions. 
This  once  admitted,  the  believer  grown  bold  with 
the  word  of  God,  as  if  God  could  not,  or  would 
not,  make  himfelf  intelligible  on  aiw  fubje£t  he 
thought  proper  to  reveal,  gives  himfelf  an  unbound- 
ed libeny  of  interpretation,  even  on  points  of  the 
greateft  confequence. 

Thus,  under  the  pretence  of  interpreting  for 
themfelves,  ibme  among  us  wreft  the  fcriptures  to  a 
fenfe  agreeable  to  their  own  prejudices,  but  diredly 
oppofite  tQ  the  cxprefs  and  manifeft  meaning  of  the 
holy  (pirit.  For  inllance,  we  meet  with  numbers 
every  day,  who  in  conver(ation,  through  the  prefs, 
and  even  from  the  pulpit,  endeavour  to  prove  by 
icripture,  that  we  ought  to  worfliip  more  Gods  than 
one  i  that  Chrift  did  not  fuffer  for  the  fins  of  men  ^ 
that  the  grace  of  God  is  but  a  mere  invention  of  th^ 
learned ;  and  that  the  torments  of  hell  will  not  be 
eternal,  either  in  refped  to  the  devils,  or  the  (buls 
of  wicked  men. 

But  in  cafe  the  enemy  fails  in  this  attempt  alfo, 
and  we  cannot  be  prevailed  with  lb  grofly  to  abufe 
our  own  underftandings,  or  impqdently  to  put  what 
conftrudtibns  we  pleale  on  the  word  of  God  \  his 
laft  art  of  this  kind  is  then  employed  to  turn  afide 
our  attention  from  the  objedt  ot  faith  \  from  God, 
from  heaven,  and  confequently  from  the  exercife  of 
meditation,  devotion,  and  religious  vigilance,  to 
the  pleafures  of  the  flefli^  to  the  profits  and  pomps 
of  this  world,  and  confequently  to  fuch  a  (cheme  of 
life  as  is  fitted  to  the  purfuit  of  thefe  abne.  By 
this  mettis  that  faith  which  can  neither  be  wholly 
overthrown,  nor  in  part  corrupted,  may  be  render- ' 
ed  abiblutely  uielefs ;  and  this  will  ferve  the  pur- 
pofes  of  our  enemy  more  fully  than  abfblute  infide- 
lity 
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licy  Gould  do,  becaufe  it  is  wor(^  to  ad  agaioft  &itl} 
and  convidtion  than  no(  to  believe  at  all. 

Befides  thefe,  the  enemy  hath  another  method  of 
attack,  v/ hereby  be  gives  a  deeper  wound  to  our 
faith,  than  by  tbofe,  and  at  the  faoie  time  greatly 
promotes  thefe  artful  drifts  ia  the  minds  of  mea. 
He  knows,  it  is  not  vanity  alone  that  makes  men 
wiih  to  ha^e  no  other  governors,  but  themfelves. 
He  knows,  we  have  fenfual  defires,  and  furious  paf- 
fions«  extremely  impatient  of  reftraint.  To  tbefe 
be  ofiers  liberty,  but  under  a  maik  of  reaibn,  as  to 
men  who  think  themfelvfs  more  ratioBal  than  aU 
other  men.  "  Why,  whifpers  he,  to  a  diflblutc 
^^  heart,  will  you  believe,  that  God  could  have  for- 
*^  bidden  you  a  full  enjoyment  of  thofe  ienfibie  plea- 
^'  fures,  which  he  hath  fitted  the  world,  to  yield 
**  you,  and  you  to  receive  ?  How  can  you  fuppofe, 
*^  he  hath  planted  a  tree  fo  beautiful,  with  fj^mt  to 
^^  fair  and  inviting,  juft  before  you,  for  no  other 
*^  purpofe  but  to  try  your  obedience,  in  cafe  he 
^^  (halt  forbid  you  to  touch  it  ?  Can  God  forbid  by 
"  religion,  what  he  invites  you  to  by  nature? 
"  But  further,  are  you  not  a  free  being?  Is 
*'  not  your  nature  ennobled  with  moral  difpofitions^ 
^*  with  a  love  for  virtue  on  account  of  its  own  beau- 
^^  ty,  and  aq  abhorrence  of  vice  on  account  of 
*^  its  own  deformity  I  As  this  is  the  cafe,  furely  it  is 
'^  altogether  flavi(h  in  you  to  fubmit  to,  and  arbi* 
*^  trary  in  your  mafter  to  impofe  on  you  a  fet  of 
*'  duties,  wholly  mercenary^  as  tbofe  muft  be, 
"  which  are  to  be  rewarded  it  performed,  with  end- 
*^  lefs  happinefs.  Is  it  the  property  of  a  free  being 
*^  to  (land  in  fear  of  extreme  miferjf^  for  ajrery 
*^  tranlgreflion  ?  Is  that  virtue^  which  is  performea 
^  through  hope  of  reward,  or  dread  of  puniftinient? 
^'  of  endiefs  punilhment,  to  be  inflidted  for  the  tem'<- 
^^  porarylapfesofa  weak  nature?  If  you<x>nfultyour 
*'  reafoh,  and  every  thing  elfe  within  you,  that  hath 
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^^  any  feofe  of  f^flUogt  you  cannot  tRiftgine  an  indut- 
^*  gfcnt  Godconklcver  lay  on  you  To  fevere  a  law,  a 
^*  law^  too  (yrapnical  to  he  obeyed  by  a  free,  and  ac* 
*^  ooffDpanied  with  an  hiftory  of  fafts,  too  extraordi^ 
^^  nary,  and  requirii^fahh  inmyfteries,  too  incredi^ 
^^  bic  10  he  believed  by  a  rational  being.  Be  not  afraid 
^^  to  tbi&ti  freelyi^  aiK)  then  yoo  will  not  fear  to  ad  as 
^^  frcdy,  for  what  \^  the^fe  of  thought,  but  to  di- 
^*  reOi  the  will  ?  Or  of  the  will,  but  to  refolve 
^*  what  (hall  be. done? 

Here  are  the  very  JeffJbs  of  Ssian.  Here  is  the 
doArtnc,  which  bis  inftrumcots  print  and  preach  up 
10  all  placca  to  tbe  vijfels  of  wr^b  fiittd  to  deftruc- 
tim^  who  greedily  Itften  to  them  with  every  defire 
of  a*  corrupt  heart,  and  all  the  convi^on  of  a 
wrong  heady  which  will  not  ftay  to  confider,  there 
are  no  diftlnflions  n>ade  here  between  moderate  en- 
joyments, which  God  permits,  and  fuch  as  are  ex- 
ceffivc,  which  he  noay  poffibiy  forbid  as  hurtful  to 
human  natiue,  and  dcftruAiv^  of  human  happinefs; 
no  diftin^tioas  between  that  degree  of  liberty,  which 
may  be  fafi^y  allowed  to  a  bounded,  nay  to  a  cor- 
rupt  and  diiR>lute  nature,  and  that  licentioufnefe, 
which  fuch  a  nature  is  by  no  means  to  be  truiled 
with  ;  no  regard  -had  to  the  violence  of  our  padions, 
which  the  natural  love  of  virfue,  and  abhorrence  of 
vice  are  utterly  unable  even  in  the  beft  minds,  nay, 
which  the  hope  of  heaven,  and  the  fear  of  hell,- 
added  to  thofe  moral  difpofitions,  cannot  always  re^ 
ftr^n  in  .any  one  mind ;  fo  far  are  they  from  laying 
tou  gireat  a  byafs  on  the  fide  of  virtue.  No  enjoy* 
ment,  without  check,  liberty  without  bounds,  and 
natural  morality,  though  {o  feeble  in  itfelf,  without 
a  future  jtidgment,  without  rewards  and  punifli^ 
CDeDta^  are  pleaded  for ;  and  therefore,  *becaufe  the 
corre^ve  part  of  religion  is  not  agreeable  to  a  mind 
that  \%  or  wi(hes  to  be,  lawlefs,  the  dodtrinal  part 
muft  ba  faife,.  fcMr  if  a  free  being  ought  not  to  ad- 
mit 
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mit  of  cdnfinement,   neither  coigbt  a  rational  one 
ever  to  believe  wdat  he  cannot  account  fpr.    It  is 
true,  the  neighbours  of  one^  who  holds  thefe  opini- 
ons know  to  their  coft^  that  he  ought  to  lie  for  ever 
in  chains  $   but  v^hat  is  that  to  him  f    He  will  not 
chain  himfelf,  nor  fuflfer  even  his  maker  to*do  it, 
unlefs  by  force.     He  himfeif  knows,  he  can  neither 
perfectly  comprehend  nor  account  for  any  one  thing 
in  nature.     And  what  then  ?    Is  he  therefore  to  be- 
lieve in  God  and  chriftianity,  becaufe  they  are  both 
unaccountable  to  him  t    Does  he  not  fwallow  the 
unaccountable  in  lower  things  becaufe  they  tend  to 
the  gratification  of  his  defires  ?     But  will  it  follow 
that  he  ought  as  readily  to  believe  in  God^  when  he 
orders  a  bridle  for  thofe  defires  }    This  is  a  conle- 
quence,  he  cannot  digeft.     Would  God  ht  pleafed 
to  give  this  man  a  religion  peculiar  to  him  alone, 
and  tell  him,  he  had  made  it  his  duty  to  follow  his 
own  inclinations  in  all  things,  and  to  as  great  lengths 
as  he  pleafed,  to  poiTefs  himfeif  by  fraud,  or  other- 
wife  of  all  the  wealth  he  could  lay  hi^  hands  on,  or 
to  get  drunk  twice  a  day,  or  to  make  as  free  with 
every  woman  he  met,  as  if  (he  were  his  own  wife, 
according  to  the  particular  turn  of  his  mind;  tho' 
I  cannot  help  thinking,  this  would  be  the  moil  in- 
comprehenfible  of  all  religions,  and  that  he  himfeif, 
on  (bme  occafions  might  think  (b  too,  yet  we  can 
hardly  imagine  he  would  make  any  objcdtions  to  it, 
either  on  that  account,  or  becaufe  it  was  impofed' 
by  way  of  command.     No,    he  would  fay,  God 
knows  beft  what  every  one  (hould  do.     We  arc  not 
to  examine  the  fitnefs  of  his  difpenfations,  but  to 
take  it  for  granted,  that  every  thing  he  preferibes  is 
right,  though  never  fo  irreconcileable  to  our  notions 
of  right  and  wrong.     Thus,  I  verily  believe,  would 
cnriftianity  be  vindicated  in  all  its  miracles,  myfte- 
ries,  rewards  and  punifhments,  by  the  generality  of . 
thofe  who  now  otgedl  to  it,  could  it,  in  any  confif- 

tency 
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tency  with  the  purity  of  its  principles,  make  one 
inyftery  mor^,  and  indulge  their  iittlinations. 

The  arts  of  the  enemy  to  deftroy  the  faith,  to 
prevent,  or  defeat  the  good  ends  it  aims  at,  are  fe- 
conded  by  others  of  a  like  nature,  which  his  inftni- 
ments  employ  in  undermining  all  its  mod  neceflary 
articles.  To  ftand  right  with  the  world,  they  make 
large  profeflions  of  fincerity,  warmly  declare  for  an 
honeft  treedom  and  candour,  in  religious  enquiries, 
and  even  call  on  God  to  atteft  the  purity  and  difinte- 
reltediftfs  of  their  intentions,  nay,  to  affift  them  in 
their  labours.  And  yet,  if  you  hear  or  read  them 
out,  you  will  find,  all  they  fay  is  made  up  of  arti- 
fice and  fophiftry,  too  gfofs  to  pafs  on  people  of  any 
dlfcemment,  but  well  enough  fitted  to  blind  and  mif- 
lead  the  ignorant  or  unfufpicious.  When  a  conduft 
(b  full  of  low  defign  and  deceit,  is  compared  with 
their  canting  profeiTions  and  hypocritical  prayers, 
juft  now  mentioned,  the  wretch,  who  is  capable  of 
being  (tapered  in  his  faith  by  fuch  detected  impof- 
tors,  niuit,  we  may  conclude,  have  wiflied  to  be 
deceived,  before  he  lent  an  ear  to  their  arguments. 
What  fort  of  a  mind  is  it,  that  can  thus,  in  one 
inilance,  fo  bafely  (huffle  with  men,  and  (o  impu- 
dently prevaricate  with  God.  Or  what  notion  can 
we  form  of  his  tnind,  who  knowing  this  difputant 
to  anfwer  the  chax'a£ler  I  have  given  of  him,  will 
bive  no  one  elfe  for  his  guide  in  matters  of  reli« 
gion. 

But  the  guilt  and  infamy  of  all  thele  artifices  is 
redoubled  in  him,  who  taking  holy  orders  on  him 
from  the  bands  of  our  biffiops,  who  promifing  (b* 
lemnly  at  the  altar  to  teach  the  dodtrines  of  our  ar- 
ticles and  no  other,  who  folemnly  fubicribing  thofe 
articles  with  the  three  creeds  confirmed  by  them, 
andi  more  (blemnly  flill,  if  poffible,  declaring  in  the 
face  of  God  and  the  congr^ation,  when  he  is  in* 
duded  into  a  living,  his  unfeigned  aflent  and  conient 

to 
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to  all  and  ^very   thiog  contaiaed  in  the  book  of 
common  prayer ;   yet  di^iutes,  preaches,  and  pub- 
lifhes  performance6  calculated  to  overthrow,  were  it 
ppfDble  to  be  done,  the  very  firft  and  moft  funda- 
mental principles,  contained  in  that  bpok:,  and  in 
thofe  articles  and  creeds.     And,  as  if  in  all  this  he 
had  not  given  fufficient  teftimonyof'a  mind  ready 
to  commit  the  moft  deteftable  facrilege  by  the  vileft 
prevarication,  the  man,  compelled  by  his  office,  and 
by  bis  love  of.  ill  gotten  wealth,  reads  the  aforefaid 
creeds,^ and  the  litany  which  begins  with  an^exprels 
invocation  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  reads  them  almoft 
every  day,  and  every  day  difputes  or  writes  againft 
the  Trinity  as  a  doftrine,  which  no  man  of  fcnfe  or 
confcience  can  believe  in  ;  reads  them  as  truths,  and 
prays  by  them  as  proper  forms  of  reafonable  fervicc, 
and  rails  at  them  as  impious,  unfcriptural^  and  widen- 
ed }  reads,  prays,  and  rails ;  but  eats  on,  and  ftrug- 
gles  hard,  by  all  forts  of  arts  and  n)eans,  and  by 
again  and  again  repeating  the   fame  declarations, 
fubfcriptions,  &c.  to  provide  for  himfelf  a  richer 
meal. 

If  we  duly  confider  the  double  deafing  and  dif- 
fimulaition  of  thefe  falfe  teachers,  with  the  porilhes 
committed  to  their  care,  with  the  church  dt  Chiift 
dt  large,  with  God  himfelf  and  his  holy  religion ; 
we  fhall  be  convinced,  th^  efteem  they  are  in,  and 
the  attention  wherewith  they  are  heard  o^  read  by 
the  world,  prefent  us  widi  tne  blackeft  (pot  in  the 
charader  of  this  age.>  Were  the  arts  of  thdfe  teach- 
ers fo  well  covered,  as  not  to  be  feen  through  by  the 
fenfitle.  part  of  mankind,  fbme  apology  might  be  made 
for  the  times,  as  impofed  on  by  deceivers,  too  guarded, 
and  too  refined  to  be  detected.  But  the  fedk  is  quite 
othcrwife.  The  horrible  prevarication  and  artifice 
of  the  men  under  confiderarion,  are  thoroughly  dif- , 
covered,  and  perfedtly  wdl  known,  known  to  thofe 
who,'  probably  on  that  very  account,  thufc  them 

for 
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for  their  guides,  add  direftore  io  matters  of  r 
on.  Hcnoe  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  teacher  an 
tao^t  are  of  oae  turn  of  mind,  that  head  an 
head,  and  heart,  heart,  as  exactly  as  if  they 
been  tallied  to  each  othor  by  the  grand  impofto 
What  BOW,  in  fuch  times  as  thefe,  and  ami( 
many  fnares,  is  to  be  done  by  you  who  are  ye 
corrupted  in  the  faith.  Hear  ye  the  word 
Chrtft  (  ke  thai  bitievtib  fbali  be  fanjtl,  at^ 
ibai  believeib  net  jhail  be  damned..  Faith, 
£ct^  is  the  neceffitfy  means  of  your  eternal 
vatton,  the  only  road  to  heaven,  the  ooly  tie 
can  onate  you  id  God,  his  figa  in  you,  and 
flea  for  the  p^onaanoe  of  ail  his  pmnnles. 
yon  will  fty,  whsx  is  the  fiith  ?  And  I  an 
liasnbly,  diligendy,  feinly  &arch  the  icriptvres, 

SMx  wiU  know,  for  he  ihat  rum  tmgj  read  ii  i 
ear  the  holy  ipirit,  ibere  be  feme  tbni  trmhle 
and  wmM  fmrvere  the  fdfpd  of  €birifi.  Bns  ii 
ehe  aftj/Ues  or  mm  angel  frun  beMm  fnneb  any 
f^fdMMiMjOM,  than  Ufativbicb  bmb  been  preached 
jMi,  Ui  bim  be  wnnrfed.  jfs  we  faid  befnrty  fo , 
nmn  i^pniv,  if  arrf  man  pteatb  oMf  tuber  gjo/pel 
yem  tbem  that  ye  tew  receivedi^  let  bim  be  auu 
Hear  the  koiy  (piric,  who  fca-efirar  your  danger, 
febercforfe  cries  abud,  watcbye^  fiand  fafi  iM  the  \ 
quit  ye  like  men^  be  firong.  IVatcb  ye,  for  the 
my  16  near,  and  fleais  on  700  mider  a  variety  t3 
dsfpcSM  4iifgi\dkM.  Stand  fafl  in  the  fnitbj  for  i 
fill  tluoug^  a  looTe,  ^feeble,  or  afickietuni  of  r 
you  (all  from  ymr  ^row,  fronx  your  God,  and 
aJJ  reateaUe  hope  of  £dvation/  ^1/  ye  Hie  n 
rsfbiurion,  ^cx  wilt  not  4if&r  themfelres  t 
denmn  ftvm  that  brpe  ^obitb  is  the  anchor  of  tbt 
bnb  pane  emd  fteifaji^  by  emry  mfind  of  doOrine^ 
k  fhooid  ncvwt  fo  o&en  (h^  tx^m  point  to  ] 
and  bkM  wMi  «11  tibe  fury  the  prince  of  the  ai 
give  it.  &  ^oMg^  be  film  in  yoarfelves^  as 
who  neither  have  lightly  efpoufed,  nor  will  Ii 

di 
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divorce  the  principles  of  eternal  life,  '  And  as  there 
is  ho  depending  entirely  on  your  own  ftrength,.  be 
firtmg  in  the  Lord^  and  in  the  power  of  bis  mtghe. 
Like  uue  champions  for  the  beft  of  caufes,  put  on 
the  whole  armour  of  God^  that  ye  may  be  able  to  ft  and 
againS  the  wiles  of  the  devil.  Abtuve  all,  take  the 
fbitld  of  faitby  wherewith  ye  fhall  be  able  to  quench  a& 
the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked^  playing  always  with  ail 
prayer  and  /application  in  the  fpirit^  and  watching 
thereunto  with  all  perfeverance. 

Save  your/elves  from  this  untoward  generation^  a 
generation  who  fet  not  their  hearts  aright^  and  whofe 
fpirit  is  notftedfaft  with  God  \  who  remember  indeed 
that  God  is  their  rock^  and  the  high  ^  4beir  redeem- 
ers^ never thelefs  they  do  but  flatter  him  with  their 
mouthy  and  lie  unto  him  with  their  tongues^  as  yoa  hear, 
when  they  repeat  the  litany  and  the  creeds,  for  their 
heart  is  not  r^ht  tenth  him^  neither  are  they  ftedf aft  if 
Uscovenaut.  fhere  is  no  faitbfulmfs  in  tbetr  mouthy 
fo  that  you  cannot  depend  on  their  preaching,  which 
is  oontradiAed  by  their  praying,  from  whence  you 
may^  you  mud  conclude,  whatever  their  outfides 
may  be,  their  inward  part^  obferve^  I  befeech  you, 
their  inward  part  is  very  wickednefs^  if  to  pray  one 
thing  from  without^  and  to  preach  the  contrary 
from  .within,  may,  in  fuch  times  as  thefe,  be  called 
wickednefs. 

Hear  what  the  wife  man  fays,  woe  be  to  the  firmer 
that  goeth  two  wayf.  Therefore  go  not  in  every  way. 
IVinnow  not  with  roery  wind.  Beftedfefi  in  thy  tmdet^ 
ftanding.  Hear  a  yet  wifer  councilor.  As  ye  have 
received  Chrift  Je/us  the  Lord^  fo  walk  ye  in  him^  root- 
ed and  built  up  itfhim^  and  eftablifised  intbefmth^  at 
ye  haise  been  taught^  aboundif^  therein  with  thernkf- 
giving.  Beware  left  any  man  fpoilyou  through  pbilofo^ 
phy  and  vain  deceit^  after  the  tradition  of  men^  after 
the  rudiments  of  the  worlds  and  not  after  Chrift^  in 
whom  dwelletb  all  the  fnlnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodsfy. 

*  Linen 
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Liften  not  therefore  to  rfaofe  who  call  him  and  the 
Hoiy  Gboft  angels,  and  iky,  they  ought  to  be  wor-* 
(hipped*  as  Gods,  by  divioe  appointment ;  but  x%^ 
member  vrbatibe  foiiticaib.  of  truth  forewarns  you  of^ 
Itt  no  man  bfguih  you  ^fyiur  reward  in  a  v^funtafj 
bumility^  and  woiibippinf:  of  angels^  intruding  inta 
things  wbub  be  baib  not  fien^  vainly  puffed  up  by  bis 
flejbiy  mind.  Gitd  up  tbt  loins  of  your  mind.  JBe  fo^ 
ber^  be  vigilant^  becaufe  jour  adverfary  the  devil^  as 
a  roaring  Uon^  goetb.  about  feeking  wbQn$  be' may  de* 
vonr^  wbm  rj^ftedfafi  in  the  faith.  Refift  alfo 
his  fa/fi  ieacbers^  who  prituffy  bring  in.  damnable  here* 
fiiSy  tknying  the  Lord  that  bougbi  tbem^  and  through 
rovetoufm/t  toith  feigned.,  words  making  fmcbandizi 
of  you.  Kn^m  Ais^  tb^  grievous  wohes  have  erittred 
in  among  you^  from  other  profeflions ;  and  that  al/o  of 
your  cwn  fUves .  have  *men  arifen  fptaking  Mrverfi 
fbings  So  draw  away  difcipies  after  iheiti\  tnerefbre 
watch,  for  /neb  are  fal/e  ipofiles^  ^oceitful  workers^ 
iramfarming  tbemfthts  tnio  the  apofiks  of  Chriff^  and 
no  marvelj-fcr  fatan  bimf^lf  is  transformed  Ant0  an 
Mgel  of  lights  Therefore  it  is  nogreat  thing  if  his  mi-^ 
ni/lers  alp  be  transformed  4s. the  mimfiers  of^  right eouf* 
rujs.  Be  fiedfafi^  immoveable^  always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  Hold  faft  the  profejfion  of  your 
faith  without  waverings  for  be  is  faithful  that  promi^ 
fed'^  and  henceforth  be  no  more  children^  toffed  to  and 
fro^  and  carried  about  with  every  wind  of  doSrine 
by  the  fieigbt  of  men^  and  cunning  craftinefSy  whereby 
they  Re  in  wait  to  deceive. 

In  vain  is  the  net  fpread  in  the  fight  of  any  bird^ 
or  as  in  the  Hebrew,  in  the  eyes  of  any  that  bath  a 
wng^  for  it  may  fee  and  fly  from  th^  deceit.  Your 
eyes  are  open.  You  may  eafily  (ee  the  net,  and  as 
ea&ly  elcape  it,  if  you  pleafe.  Liften  only  *to  the 
word  of  God,  who  faith,  beloved^  believe  not  every 
Spirit  J  but  try  the  fpirits^  whether  ihey  are  of  God^ 
becaufe  mam  falfe  prophets  an  gotti  out  into  the  world. 
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If  you  ai!^Dot  determined  to  be  deceivers  o(  your- 
fclves,  ndthcr  the  great  impoftor,  nor  all  the  other 
deceivers:  who  have  entered  into  the  world,  will  be 
-abte  16  enfnare  you.  Tetberefrre^  M^vtd^  f^i^  y* 
itnd^th?fi  things  hifinrey.btn&are^  Ufi  ye  iUf^  hing  led 
nway  hft^eirrot  ^  tH  voitkfd^  fail  frmm  yaur  oum 
fiedfaftmj^'  Grow  yi  miiier  in  grace^  and  in  the 
kHpidUd^i  tf  ouK  LoM  and  Saviour  Jiffiis  Gbrifl. 
'  Terthb  ^d,  "and  for  this  cmfe^  I  boo  my  knees 
-unin  ibffi^hetf  of  out  Lord^  of  lobom  $he  wbok 
ifamiiy  ' m ^heaven  and  eunb  i%  named^  that  be  soould 
-grant  you  accordn^  to  tho-^  rubes  of  bii  glory  io 
^e  ^H^in^^n^  ^Ub  might  by  bis^  fp»it  in  .tbe 
i^ntmifamx  ikat  (V^tift  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by 
^aitb;  tbm^^t  being  rmsted  4M  groundedfin  love^  ntaj 
'be  oili^to  \eomprebend  4vitif  yM  fasm^  mksi.  is  the 
iffo^dth^  )gnd  lengths .  and  depths  ani^beigbe^  and  t^ 
'keuyoo^  ibekiove  of^.6b^^\Hffbicb  ffnjffiftb  iiS^tod^ 
ibsiyfmigb)  be  filkdwth  uiltbe^  fuhntfipf  God 
'  N^'uhtobmtbestiiabk^odoe^c^'^^  abundantly 
^bowalhbAt  ye  afk  'Or  thifdk^  accdtdif^  to  tife  fow^ 
that  nJtfoxiijtbL^h  uSy  •  ':unt9  bim^be  glory^in  Sbe.^cBur€b  by 
Cbtfjt-fefit^  HbijQughout  al4  »ges^  vdftHtU^kbom  end. 
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On  Coofirmation. 


.  1 


J  CoK.  xvi.  13. 
-^t  yw  iik€  men^  be  ftrong. 


IF  bgr  the.patns  cajooa  >vUh  you»  tfee  youi^r 
pirt  iof  iihid.cQingregationi  in  the  pwture  aad 
ioftcndioQS  of  yQUf:cnifiiftQfa  and  pavenis,  you 
iooderf^nd'i^^amre  :<>f  !hfif[(iiia  wd  conffrmaition ; 
you  viiil  i)e  at  Qo  loia  fer  the  ai^licatipn  of  thofe 
words  to  youifclvts^ 

Left  .howomr  you  ihwiA^hn  toy  dq^c^,  be  ftill 
ignaraat.Qf:>dierp  mattcrd,  I  (hall^ 

luifty  .a  jlicde..ca9plaiD.Ahem  tt>  you,  and:  tben  en- 
deavour JoiiffiftL^you  io  tbe^t^cation  of  ^ny  tact. 

In  faaptirtarfou^ara  called  out  of  this  vai^  and^ti- 
&1  world,  w«Dbed.  frooi  £0,  ^  gcKherod  into  the 
choich  ^  fiuaify  .of  God,  by  a  covenant  of  peaoet 
fpade  between  hiQi  and  your  ibu)^  chrougbthe  blood 
.aod^nedtatien  of  Choftr  vnherdnGod^  onhts  part» 
promifes  xo^  raBeme  \yDii  aa  one  with  hiB  fon>  as  his 
•QWZLadopted  duld,  and  dft^lieif  of  an  efeexi)ai  king- 
^lom,  intinitely  oxveifaAppfT'jaiid  g^oiriotis  than  all  tbe 
L  a  king- 
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kingdoms  of  this  world,  were  they  united  in  onci 
and  wherein,  encouraged  by*  thefe  bi^  and  intereft* 
ing  promifes,  you,  on  your  part,  (blemnly  vow  to 
renounce,  abhor^  and  niake  war  on,  the  devi),  the 
world  and  the  flefh,  thoie  enemies  of  God  and  your 
fouls ;  righdy  to  underftand,  and  firmly  to  believe, 
ail  the  chief  articles  or  heads  of  the  Chriftian  faith ; 
and  fo  to  underfland  and  obfeive  the  command- 
ments of  God,  as  always  to  do  that  which  he  re- 
quires, and  to  abftain  from  that  which  he  forbids, 
therein. 

Here  now  is  all  you  areoo  account-for  as  a  Chrif- 
tian. Here  is  the  rule  you  arc  to  live  by.  Here  is 
the  rule  you  are  to  be  judged  by.  Remember,  you 
have  by  a  vow  made  it  your  own  rule,  and  put  your 
eternal  falvation  on  the  careful  obfervance  of  it. 

So  great  is  the  chaog^'made  in  you  by  baptifm, 
that,  from  the  alien  and  enemy  of  God,  from  the 
ovitcsJi  of  heaven,  you  arc  become  the  brother  of 
Chrift,  and  thefon  of 'God  j  from  the  heir*  of  that 
curfe,  v^hich  fell  on  the  firft  Adam  and  aU  his  pofte«- 
rity,  you  aa-e  become  a  joint  heir  with.  Chrift,  the 
fecond  Adam,  of  ^1  diieuiappine&aDd^lbryv  which 
almighty  Ibve  cati  bellow  upon  yott«  You  are  no 
longer  the  fame- creature.  You  areanewvereature* 
You  are  dead,  and  hkv^  ^ifed  fromtleadi  iinto  life. 
You  are  dead  to  thik  NJKcfrld  add  fin^^  landryour  life  js 
hid  with  Chrift  iM  God;  -^Aitwi  ye  noiyi'ibut.fii^mmj 
of  yok  as  were  baptiztdma  Jefus  Cbfi/k,  were  baf^ 
thud  into  bis  deatb'^  ibd^  ytm  wereb^md  'V^itb  bim 
by  baptifm  into  dekJ^  tbaijJike  as  Obrij^ /was^  raijid 
up  from  tbe  dead  by  the  giory  of  the  ftstber^  tven  fo 
ye  alfo  fbould  tMafk  in^Hewnefs  of 'life.  Ruchatye 
tbifefore  yourfehes  to  be  dead  indeed  vntojini  but 
alive  unttf  God^  through  Jefus  Chrift  our*  Ldrd^ 

Now,  ;a^  to  confirtmtioii^  feveral  things  are  to  be 
confidered  in  it  ^  firft^  that  it  is  not  a  iimment  ac- 
cording 
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coining  to  the  notion  and  do£trine  of  our.  churchy 
nor  can  be  efteemed  on  a  level  with  the  facraments 
^reeably  to  the  word  of  God ;  feccMidly,  that  it  is 
an  holy  rite,  pra£):i(ed  univerfally  by  the  apoftles, 
bilhops,  and  Chriftians^  not  only  of  the  firft  and 
pureft  ages  of  the  church,  but  in  all  ages,  from 
thence  to  the  reformation,  when  fome  of  the  protef- 
tant  churches  thought  fit  to  difcontinue  it,  on  account 
of  the  fuperftidous  ceremonies  added  to  it  in  lefs 
enlightened  times,  which,  bleffed  be  God,  did  not 
prevent  ours  from  retaining  a  rite,  in  fome  fort,  ne-* 
ceflary,  at  the  fame  time  that  {he  pruned  away  the 
new  Wangled  additions ;  thirdly,  that  in  this  rite  the 
Chriftian,  who  was  baptized  an  infant,  confirms  the 
baptifmal  covenant,  made  in  his  name,  by  taking  on 
himfelf  all  its  (acred  obligations,  from  whence  arifes 
what  I  call  the  neceflity  of  the  rite,  where-ever  in- 
fant baptiim  takes  place ;  and  fourthly,  that  herein 
the  fpirit  of  God,  conununicated  by  the  laying  on  of 
the  bifhop's  hands  and  prayer^  connrms  the  Chriftian, 
now  come  to  years  of  difcretion,  and  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  terms  of  the  covenant,  in  the  renuncia- 
tion, faith,  and  obedience,  engaged  for  by  vow, 
when  that  covenant  was  entered  into. 

Here  is  a  ihort  account  of  baptifm,  and  of  its 
confirmadon  on  the  part  of  every  fmcere  Chriftian, 
when  arrived  to  the  requifite  time  of  life.  As  to  the 
too  early  practice  of  baptizing,  confirming,  and  ad- 
miniftring  the  Eucharift,  all  at  once,  even  to  infants, 
viHhen  a  btlhop  was  prefent,  and  of  ufing  oil  in  con- 
firmation ;  the  Scriptures  do  no  where  countenance 
it,  our  diurch  therefore  rightly  difpwns  it,  and  con- 
(equendy  we  are,  in  no  fort,  concerned,  on  this 
occafion,  to  trouUe  ourfelyes  with  it. 

No,  but  that  which  you,  my  dear  young  people, 
are  infinitely  concerned  in,  is,  to  make  your  full  ad- 
vantage of  the  ordinance  you  are  going  to  ^^oim 

your 
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your  part  in,  a  thing  impoffiWe  to  be  done,  but  witfi 
hearts  ferioufly  fet  to  perfonn  your  part  of  the  cove- 
nant, that,  the  holy  fpirit  having  ripened  your  good 
refoiutions  with  his  grace  and  guidance,  every  one 
ef  you  may  grow  up  unto  a  perfect  man^  unto  the 
ineafure  of  the  ftature  of  the  fulnefs  of  Q)rifl ;  and 
that  you  bencejortb  may  be  nq  more  cbilAren^  toffed 
'to  and  fro  njoitb  every  wind  of  doQrine^  but  may  be 
able  to  quit  ye  like  men^  and  to  be  ftfongy  flrong  in 
the  Lordj  and  in  the  power  of  bis  might. 

Dd*  not  hope,  that  the  holy  fpirit  wiU,  by  his  grace 
alone,  and  without  your  concurrence,  enable  you  to 
renounce,  to  believe,  and  do,  as  you  have  vowed. 
If  it  is  but  Htrie  you  can  contribute  to  the  work  of 
your  own  felvatjon,  that  little,  however,  muft  be 
done,  or  we  cannot  fee  how  you  can  be  (aved. 
You  are  commanded  to  work  out  your  own  falvation 
with  fear  and  trembling,  though  you  ate,  at  the 
fame  time,  comfortably  afliired,  that  it  is  God  that 
worketh  in  you,  both  to  will  and  to  do.  But  why  a 
command  from  your  maker,  to  do  fomewhat,  if  you 
are  by  nature  able  to  do  nothing  ?  ^ 

Soraie,  it  is  trtie,  too  much  magnify  the  natural 
power  of  man  to  do  good,  and  to  juftify  himielf. 
Thefe  men  talk  as  if  they  co6ld  do  every  tfiing,  and 
would  thank,  not  God,  but  their  own  virtue,  for 
heaven.  Others  there  are,  as  ready  to  level  all  man- 
kind wtth  brutes,  or  rather  mere  machines,  wherein 
there  is  no  felf  power  trf  adHng,  who,  in  ftiort,  cam 
do  nbthing,  at  leaft  that  is  good  Not  for  from  the 
ntiddle  between  theft  extremes  are  placed  the  moral 
powers  and  capacities  of  man.  Somewhat  he  can 
attempt ;  nay,  ibmewhat  he  can  do.  He  can  medi'- 
tate.  He  can  watfch.  He  can  pr^.  He  can  rc>- 
folve.  God  only  can  give:  effeftual  fbrce  and  .vigour 
to  thefe  a£ls  or  endeavours.*  Kfart  can^low,  teirow^ 
and  fence'.    God  alonfe  can  ififpenfe  <he  feed,  Ac 

fun- 


fvBaOnbc^  ud  the  rain;  of  hia  gfabe».  and  bcn%;tbe 
harveft  to  perfe^n.  A  inan  ia  nbt  to  iid  dowi>  on 
his  back,  caU  for  the  ^hfr  hocad  of  his  ipul  and 
body,  fetopen  hismittd^aai^.inbuth^  and  ^xpeSl  it 
i|i  a  (hov^n  No,  he  niaft-npj  ^d  hbdur,.  wA  be 
thackfai  to  God,  \£  He  gt^es  die  encitafe,  which^ 
m  cafe  oiur  own  endeavouirsrarc  not  Wantiflg,  he  ne^ 
mr  faik  to  da  If,  haviiig  dond  all  yoa  x:9n,.  you 
Gome  ID  pbd,  at  this  day^  ia  a  diie  &i^e:  c£  yoos 
own  weaknefe,  aild  his  gocxkieri^  he  wiU  infalliUy 
help  yon.  But,  if  you  do  not  coni^  how  qan  yoii 
hope  for  his  afTifts^nce  ? 

UndoDbledly  yohr  vmfSfine&y  in  icgard  to  the 
worit  00"  your  ^bratian^  Vi  deplorably  gnsaty  and  it 
wUl  be-die.fii^.  ftq>  tdwards  theattaidm^iit  of  the. 
ft^engdi,  you  ftand  in  deed  of,  to  be  thoroughly 
fenfifle  of  that  weaknels. . 

Lock  deeply  dierefoie.  into  yduffelf^  smd  Iharply 
back  GO  your  paft  life,ithati  ypu  may  fatrly  jiidgpi^ 
whether  yon  are  that  '3iiMe$' 'rdohite  and  ^^orthy.  be^ 
iog,  you  am  fometimes  jram  eioough  to  think  ydui-^ 
£m.    R(sii6&,  how.oBcn  ^ou  have  been  mifbrably 
miftakffa  in  ihe  plaineft  poitits,  q£  gone,  wrorig,  whea 
die  way  lajr  open  and  dt«e£kb^re  yon.  .  Hare  you. 
been  able  (to  judge  or  believe^'  oil  a  thquiand  iir^r- 
tant  oacafibit^  as  youx)aght,  ^  or  ai  your  thieihterdl 
and  seal  ha)>piners  requtroi  you.  ihould  f  l^y,  even 
when  Ggd  or  man,  had  tan^  you  to  judge  or  be*, 
lieve  aright,  how  feldom  haire  yoiur  heart  and  re£blur 
tion  jbcen^  able  to  (econd  that  jaidgment,  or  to  foHow 
thit  fiudi  into  adion,  is  a  baii^ly  rational  cneature, 
ifcirt«  fiiry  die  difciple  of  God,  (hould  have  done! 
GoniKier  further  ftiU,  whether  even  yourconfciencea 
mifled  themfeiveS)  have  not  often  mifle^i  yon,  or. 
diener.  When  the]?  have.idoftii^ifhed  gpod:fr6in: 
evil  u>  yoBJ  h^ve  failed  fot  want  of  powet  oyet  you^ 
fteadilyj|dafe:y6urd»ibeltt>  thego^         .•  • 

Having, 
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Hamg,'  on  the  footing  of  your  own  experiecce, 
put  youtfelf  to  a  fair  tiial  in  thde  particulars,  you 
will  find,  you  are  a  very  weak,  perhaps  too,  a  wicked, 
a  defpicable,  and  miCearable  creature ;!  not  wifer  than 
Solomon,  who  driVeled  into  the  adoration  of  a  ftone  ; 
nor  more  righteous  dian  David,  whp^  fell  fmm  a  re- 
femblahce  of  God's  own  heart,  into  adultery  and 
murder  \  nor  more  finh  or  faithful  than  Pe^  who 
forfwore  his  God  and  maflef.  You  will  peicetve, 
(bat  you  are  not  Sufficient  of  jtmrjelf  to  think  amy 
thing  as  of  yourfilf-^  that  you  can  do  nothing  without 
Chrift. 

From  the  melancholy  apprehenfions,  arifins  out  of 
thefe  mortifying  reflexions,  you  are  revived  by  thefe 
comfortable  declarations  of  the  holy  fpirit,  that  your 
fufficietCiy  is  of  Gody  and  that  you  can  do  all  tbiwgs\ 
in  Cbri^y  wbofe  grace  is  Sufficient  for  you. 

Bdiold  then,  God,  this  day,  if  you  ^c  piop^Iy 
difoofed  for  the  reception  of  £>  ineflimable  a  ^ft, 
c^rs  you  his  holy  fpiiit  by  the  hands  of  <his  appoiht- 
ed  fervant,  firft,  to  guide  you  into  all  truth,  that  is, 
to  afHfl  your  undemanding^  that  you  ma]r  judge. 
aright;  then  toai&il  both  your  uiuierftandiDg  and: 
heart,  that  you  may  believe  aright,  for  £uth,  a  truly 
Ghriftian  and  lively  faith,  is  not  oi  yourfelf,  it  is  die 
gift  of  God  ;  and  laftly,  fo  to  enliven  and  invigorate 
your  confcience,  thatjou  may  refolve  and  aift  up  to 
the  name  and  charadter  of  a  real  Chriftian^  to  the 
chaiadter  of  a  candidate  for  eternal  glory. 

In  baptifm  you  was. made,  .and  are  now  goinfi;  to 
be  confirnied  the  child  of  God.  If  you  conuder 
yourfelf  as  his  child,  take  care  to  be  dutiful  and 
obedient  to  your  heavenly  £ather.  If  danger  of  fin 
approaches,  or  your  enemies  come  upon  yo%  run 
and  cry,  ^jid  louder  ftill,  in  cafe  you  fall.  You 
was  fafely  lodged  in  your  father^s  houfe,  how  came 
you  put  into^be.way  of  niifchicf  ?  into;,  the  ftrcet 

or 
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or  broad  way  of  the  world  ?  You  ftolc  out  to  play^ 
or  to  fuap  up  fome  glancing  bawble,  and  now  are  in' 
dargqr  of  being  fwep^  away  by  the  crowd,  or  trod-- 
d^  under  foot  by  the  g^lopers  and  coaches  that 
burry  downward  on  that  road  to  deftruAion.  You 
are  loft,  if  you  cannot  recover  your  Father's  door. 
Rifethoefore,  run  for  your  life,  and  cry.  Jf  you 
do  this  with  all  your  might,  your  Father  will 
(end  out  one  to  quicken  your  motion,  and  pull  you 
in  again. 

S^  bapdfm  you  was  enltfted  tnto  the  army  of 
Chnft,  the  captain  of  your  Salvation.  But  that  was. 
done  for  you  by  fureties  when  you  was  yet  a  child. 
You  are  now  going  in  perfon  to  be  attefted  and  fwom 
into  hisiervice.  You  are  going  to  be  trained  to  the 
exerd(e  and  di&ipline  of  a  Chriftian  Soldier ;  to  put 
00  the  helmet  of  (alyation,  the  breaft*plate  of 
righrooufneik,  and  the  girdle  of  truth ;  to  take  the 
(hield  of  £uth«  and  the  fword  of  the  fpirit,  at  the 
amxvy  of  God,  You  are  going  in  a  little  time,  to 
be  fed  at  the  table  or  magazine  of  your  Lord  with 
the  bread  of  life.  Religion,  truth,  virtue,  heaven, 
Qirift,  God,  your  jjbul,.  all  are  to  be  fought  for. 
See  that  you  behave  yourfelf  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
fttdi  a  caufe,  and  fuch  a  captain.  Keep  clofe  to  the 
(landard,  and  firm  in  your  rank.  It  is  fafeft  fighting 
in  9,  body.  Single  combat  hath  more  of  danger  in 
it.  Foriake  not  therefore  the  afleinblies  of  the  faith- 
ful, as  the  manner  of  fome  ia  Join  warmly  in  fa- 
mily devotion,  and  in  religious  converfation  with  the 
more  pious  part  of  your  nei^bours.  Above  all,  go 
conftantly  to  God*s  houie  and  table.  Here  is  xx> 
mixture  of  folly  or  fin  in  what  is  faid,  as  too  fre* 
quendy  there  is  in  other  meetings,  even  of  the  bet* 
ter  ibrt  of  Chriftians.  Here  you  converfe  with  God 
by  prayer,  and  he  with  you  by  his  word.    Here  you 

•     may 
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may  Kifldle  your  devotion  at  the  fir^  of  odiem»  and 
li^t  your  candle  at  thofc  which  (hine  around  you. 
Tou  may  take  an  ufeful  examf>le  fiom  the  army  of 
ypuv  enemy.  He,  you  fee,  keeps  up  the  <pirit  atoct 
difc^line  of  his  iervice  by  ^emblies  in  thofe  dandies 
cf  his  contrivance,  play-houfes,  gaming-boufes,  ta- 
vems,  drums,  &c.  in  higher  life;  and  in  faira, 
horfe-races,  cock-fights,  dcam-fliops,  whi^ey- 
houfes,  in  lower  life,  where  his  veteran  (bidtere^ 
and  raw  recruits,  meet  to  exercife  one  another^  in 
lying,  dieating,  fwearing,  lewd  jeAifig,  iilfidel  har- 
>w^f>ift  ^d  iheering  at  religion^  and,  in  all  thefe, 

Svine  vogue  and  faihion  to  wickedneft.  Thus  it  is^ 
at  the  enemy  prepares  for  battle.  In  aifemblies  of  an 
oppofite  kind,  and  byexercifes  of  a  contrary  nature^ 
but  ftill  in  aflembling,  and  by  exerctfing,  niuft  you^ 
prepare,  on  your  part.  Nothing  in  your  power  is 
able  to  give  you  fo  much  fkiil,  fti^ength,  and  cou-- 
rage,  in  the  fpiritual  warfan?.  If  however  at  any 
time  you  grow  faint-hearted  becaufe  bf  the  de- 
ftrudtion  that  waftetb  at  noon  day,  remember  the 
promifeof  God,  that  though  a  thouilnd  fallat^  thy 
fide,  and  ten  thoufand  at  thy  right  hand^  it  fliatl  not* 
come  nigh  thee.  God  is  at  thy  right  hand,  aAd  thou 
ftialt  not  be  moved.  See  how  the  good  chriftians  of 
your  acquaintance  advance  fteadily  on  the  eniimy, 
and  put  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens!  See  how 
the  Martyrs*  break  through  fire  and  blood  to  take  the 
kingdom  of  God  by  violence !  Above  all,  fee  how 
Clitift,  your  captain,  lays  round  him  with  htsctofa, 
kvels  whole  ranks  at  once  with  every  fttdce  of  httf 
two-edged  fword  !  His  almighty  hand  fifes  to  hea- 
ven, and  crufhes  td  hell,  at  every  blow.  How  can 
you  be  difmayed,  or  draw 'back,  iii  fuch  company^* 
widt  fuch  a  leader^  and  (uch  a  prize  in  view?  Sherar 
ihe.ptodF*of  your  an^mc^ii^*  «nd  the  vigcjur  of  your 

feeding, 
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fteding,  by  the  glorious  fpirtt  df  your  charge.   Qgit 
you  like  a  man,  be  ftrc^. 

You  are  now  come  to  that  very  important,  and 
indeed  dangiroufi  time  of  ypUr  fife,  when,  both 
youir  reafbn  and  paffions  abnoft  on  the  bordefs  of  ma^ 
turtty,  there  arifes  from  theoce  a  fort  qf  neceffity^ 
that  you  ihould  chufe  your  mafter  and  your  way^ 
not  only  for  the  remainder  of  your  days,  but  fven 
for  eternity  alib.  You  cannot  be  long  indifferent 
The  call  and  charader  of  your  life  muft  now  bo 
fixed  m  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  to  admit  of  any  great 
change,  without  extreme  difficulty,  nay,  without 
perhaps  a  frightful  ri(que  in  regard  to  the  lafety  of 
your  (bu).  It  is  a  common  and  jufl  obiervation^ 
that  fuch  as  men  are  in  the  earlier  part  of  their  livesi 
{uch  they  generally  continue  to  be,  till  death.  It 
feldom  happens,  that  the  good  boy  makes  a  bad 
man  ;  and  feldomer  ftill,  that  a  widcedand  diforderly 
tad  is  reclaimed  into  a  virtuous  and  regular  man.  CNF 
to  great  confequence  is  it  to  begin  well,  that  t^e  boy, 
a  few  fingulat  cafes  only  excepted,  fixes  a  courfe  of 
life  for  the  youth ;  the  youth  for  the  man ;  and  he^ 
for  the  angel,  whether  of  light  or  darkneTs. 

Come  then,  my  dear  young  pupil,  chufe  your  nub- 
'fter,  and  your  way. 

A  matter  you  muft  have ;  a  fervant  you  muft  b^ 
'as  you  are  but  a  creature,  and  therefore  by  natural 
•neceffity  a  dependent  being.  God,  by  right  of  crea- 
tion, is  Lord  and  Mafter  of  all.  But  the  evil  fpirit 
lets  up,  by  rebellion  and  ufurpation,  as  to  himfelf^ 
-and  by  permiffion  from  God,  in  order  to  your  trial, 
-for  an  abtblute  mattery  and  dominion  over  you.  The 
queftion  now  is,  whether  you  will  have  God  for  your 
Lord,  or  Submit  to  be  a  flave  to  the  devil  ?  Your  rea- 
foa  finds  nO  difficulty  in  this  choice.  You  readily 
cry  out,  I  will  obey  God,  and  fight  a^inft  ^e  Devil 

But 
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But  does  your  heart  always  lay  fo  too?  Do  you 
not  often  yield  to  the  motions  of  fin  in  your  corrupt 
heart?  And  what  is  your  heart,  thus  in  motion,  but 
an  engine,  wrought  by  the  evil  fpirit,  and  played  off 
againft  God  and  his  law  ?  Kntm  ytm  noi^  that  to 
fSbom  you  yield  your/fff  a.  Jirvant  to  obey^  bis  Ser- 
vant you  arej  to^  whom  you  obey  t  Or  know  you  not, 
that,  a$  often  as'you  commit  fin,  you  obey  the  de- 
vil, and  are,  fo  fiir,  actually  his  fervant  ?  You  mull 
chufe  yotir  mafter  therefore  with  all  your  heart, 
as  well  as  with  all  your  underftanding.  God, 
for  his  part  difdains  a  divided  fervant,  and  a  trim- 
ming fervice,  paid  partly  to  him,  and  partly  to  his 
enemy.  He  commands  you  to  love  him  with  all  your 
heart,  and  his  goodnefs  to  you  demands  it  entire. 
You  cannot  furely  think  of  obeying  him  with  but  an 
half  of  it 

Well,  you  renounce  the  devil,  that  monfter  in  the 
creation,  that  dcfpicab^e  flave  to  fin,  that  infernal 
tyrant, to  the  wicked,  whofe  fole  intendon  it  is 
to  infult  Almighty  God  through  you,  and  to 
make  you  as  foul,  as  vile,  as  miferable  a  rebel,  to 
all  eternity,  as  he  is  himfelf.  Him  therefore,  and 
aU  he  tempts  you  to,  by  the  world,  and  the  corrup- 
tions of  your  own  fleftily  nature,  you  perfevere  to 
rehounce  and  abhor. 

And  God  you  are  refolved  to  ferve  with  a  fteddy 
underilandins,  and  an  undivided  heart.  You  will 
ferve  him,  who  hath  the  fole,  the  eternal  right  to 
rule  over  you,  as  him  who  gave  you  being,,  who 
bought  you  with  his  blood,  who  comes,  as  this  day, 
an  almighty  aUy,  to  join  you  againft  the  enemies  of 
your  foul ;  him  whofe  fervice  is  the  only  perfed 
freedom,  honour,  happinefs,  of  all  his  rational  crea- 
tures; who  is  in  himfelf  infinitely  good  and  bvely,* 
in^itely  g^t  and  glorious,  ^nd  means  nothing  by 

his 
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his  donunion  over  you,  but  t6  imke  you,  jTor  ever, 
•goo4  iovdy,  great,  and  gbrious,  like  himfelf.  It 
is  very  well ;  but  you  muft  never  forget,  whom  it  is 
you  profess  to  ferve,  and  how  he  is  to  be  ferved, 
iiamdy,  in  ipirit,  and  in  truth,  with  a  warm,  watch- 
ful, and  leiolute  fpirit,  and  widi  truth  i^ieeable 
to  your  profc^ons,  with  fidelity  coufbivnable  to  your 
vows.  If  you  begin  well,  your  work  is  half  done, 
and  the  neceffity  of  a  forrowful  Ttpentanoe,  or  the 
dreadful  dan^  of  finnmg,  and  nevieT  repenting, 
may  be  hapinly  prevented.  It  is  better  never  to  1^ 
ill,  than  to  be  cured,  were  the  fpiritual  medicine  ever 
(6  infallible ;  but  alas !  we  kiiow  of  no  fudi*  iriedi^ 
cines  for  a  foul,*  far  gone  in '  the  mortal:  difbrder  of 
'fin,  and  perhaps  idca^ble  of  the  application.  1  .Jtg- 
number  tberefire  your  Cnaior  im  tbC'  dofs  ^.yonr 
yotaby  vfMe the  evil d^j  camcwti  mr the^years  draw 
nigb^  when  thou  foah  fay^  I  have  no  pk^re  .ii^Aemi 
and  God:toofliall  fay,  he  hath  no  pleafureiii  iIkol 
Give  your  hekrt  to  God,  wbile^it  is  yetl  yoilMp*  and 
tender.  Qficr  not  your  iirft  fruits  to  the  devU,:.  aod 
think  to  putiGod  off  with  i  the  cha£f  and  lefufe  of 
old  1^  ff^aitb  and  pr^jibat  you  amer  Hoi  imo 
iemptasion^  *  H^atcb^  fir  jmi  kwM  not  wbdi  btmrpur 
Mafler  eometb^^  Prey  wabaui  eeafing^  fir  yofnTjuffi- 
'Cuncy  U.ofGody  and-of  bimmhfc 

Qiufejxiw/ your  way  too^  my  deai;.d;ildreil  in 

Ghnit    Thde  are  twa  wayr  before  you,  one  called 

^die  narrow  way,  and  theo^ri  the.  broad. .  This 

leada.dawn»fard,  that^  upward.    You  fee^  they  fet 

out,  both  o^  tiiem,  juft  from  your  feet,   but*,  go 

wider  aod  wider  from  each  other  the  further  they  «d* 

.  vanoe,  cifl  it  becomes  a  long  add  pamful  jouruey  to 

tcrofi  over  from  the  one  to  the  other,  inn^purdto  the 

'Unhappy  traveller,  who  may^  have  entered  iMo  the 

wrong  road  at  firft,  and  proceeded  in  it,  tiU  his  day 

.is  weanng  towards  an  end.    This  broad  way  here 

gives 
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givc6  fobm  for  nlaoy  .travoHers abiwaflL  ft  teiinDoth 
fltnd  eafy  to  the  foot  Ic>  hedg^  «{«  fta^yiety,  and 
loaded  Nfrith  fhiit  tsfairtothe«ye».:*n4:as/delioiou6 
to  thti  palatr,.  as  that  .whifih  hwg<m  ia  certain  tree  in 
die  midft  of  Edttn, .  The  .ple^fiues  and  profits  of  thi3 
world  fna]^  be  picked  Upin,iAi<3  (hap^Ot  guinf^s  aod 
diamond^  at  every  ftep.  The  air  richly  perfumed, 
breathes  iii.^ft  tnuTick  on  the  raviihtd  ear.  This  is 
itfaeTreafian^.Iiiappdfei  thait  ithe  |>aflaxgers  here,  in*- 
ftead.'of:  ibberly  walkifig,  are  obferyod  to  cbmce 
down  to  the  wanton  meaAtrca,  iDfaits,  iirhile  fome, 
Ibft  afloap,  am  carr^d  along  in  gildod  ooachea  On 
each*  fide  arc  palaces  fot  ifios,  ymcxc  them  is  eatex- 
.taimqbent  Soinai.  and  heaft^  with  pomps,  nkafiiros 
•imd  ricbesipooniifedDntevet^  fign.  Such  ia  tne  broad 
TOa(i\at  th^)  end  next  you^  but  further  onward  it 
MgrokwroDi^roW  aad  vcaagg^.  You  inee^  with  thonis 
jfS)4^brien4iiipdflig  tthc^bV^eia.  Thefe  vdocnsafe,  and 
dttrfb  beconieiiipie  frda|aent.  Some  'bafe*  money,  or 
Gonmnfidt  ftooea,  are  dunly  fisattesed  on  die  road. 
Tf^e'nrfbeaunus^harfli.  The  mufick  is  often  intec- 
mixed  jwtdrgrdtaoa.  aid  .yells.  The  paifengprs,  en- 
>feabkd  byitirfieit  and  i^M»ety,  dn^  thw.  limbs  widi 
isAypwr,'  ihdugh  tfaa  toad)  lies  whoUy  dawnhiUL; 
-a{)d,thc]f  id\.  (Dadhoa  aie  fcept  awake  fay  ihe  gout 
and  ftone.  Here  tha[^  tinna  Jare  filled  ^witn  dnmuai- 
rnefi,  i^caili^;*  boris^  (doDdfted,^  oqiurther,  nemorfe, 
i^Act  mvDr/  ^ere:gimii9«-liottfes  aod^jals,  apoaho- 
^calies  (hops^knd  toxdok^  tirin  Jtfae  rpad  <  ahxiofl:  into  a 
>ftreet;^  A:^l|itvle  furAssr: dowA,  a  ftightlul  tpatr  of 
ftai>B^-fQmiadibr.the'gr^tie!rpaA  oif  pceoipicfcs,  in- 
-ftta^fbf^ft^>  ttocwsitbeiravielleais tmaa  faottMtile& 
qeiilph;*  itoo  fli^ckivg^for  the  approach  of  dcfcnpttoo. 
Jiear!  ihafi^f^  9^  apathy  die  voice  of  imn  iwiyp 
criea>ldbbutiv  ^^ '  *ctf  m  the  ir$ad  no^f  nMeb  kadcib  lo 

•.    .i  v::n7  bi.Lj.J        j'      !     '  V  I  'No, 
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Mo^  enter  Id  at  the  9aik  gate,  90A  ttkty^  j<^^- 
viey  uj^ard  in  the  aanow  way^  i^no#  only  at  liift 
^  thde'who  come  over  from  the  broad^  bm,  from 
tbebe^nntDg,  bpen^  and  eafy  enough  of  entianoe, 
to. you,  in  whdfe  yet  untainted  minds  gcjodneTs  ift 
not  altt^ether  iHinatuntl.  Ydu  are  not  .yeft  fwoln 
by  habits  of  fin  to  fo  great  a:  fize,  as  to  make  yoiff 
cxxtfance  very  difficult.  It  i«  but  of  yefterdny  that 
yon  ceafed  to  be  one  of  thbfe  InnooentSi  of.  whooi 
^Chrift  fakh,  offucb  is  ib^  kingdom  ofhamm^..  P4^ 
in  refiJucelf  aitoi^  the  thorns  and  rofeftiof i.thifi  ^f^^ 
,radier  than:aniongi!he.K)ifi8jand  dioms  of.  that  ,cKhM« 
riiereiD».tbe:h%lter.  yM  afcen^'  the  ^ir  ¥^11  .griw 
•thsasei^  ^  hgh^.-fboonger,.  a^  youi^  pm^^oSta  ftift 
Jbic^^ad  tepoe .  be^ijtf nl.  Tl^  wwldj^Mb. Jit's 
Ji^^ag  r^rflbnar^aincL  infigni6caiM.  things^^lgi^owa  i^ 
^^gA\A^yo\^asa'e^^  butaa/ar  idadk 

:ai)d  difiigiedabfe^Bmp  qf  confufioo;.  whiib.die.hoa- 
vnn&opcBitoyou,  and'thd  thifigs  above^idS/^Tljifih 
.-pioacb  i!hdiay'tb^¥  to  lobli  iaqsrir  ^nd  imote  ilr 
iuftrigon.  to/.thcvj^re  <tf  .iytaf : &idv,  -tttl  uy^U  ,  fee 
them,  as  they  are  in  theibielJbs^Vat\  \tf^%\  dtti^neat 
(tod ) tilnriana» V  fiiA'l  aa '  the  ounv^eneiiateYe]^,  Jhath 
Ml^lfoi^  Jflfa>tuifej^ankrktB!«ar^i^'i3ot^ 
,dic.'t90ifa^icneia^  heart  ihscdirnot  ncodoeiifed^.iiorcafli 
noaodife.,  Op  the:  other  npM-evqry  :pleaAiK  Ic&r 
fehtoa.  HerQ.kiffiry  •paInYI^yigo]Btt.  w;Tii^ 
luawdfc«tfeinAigi:riacmfiEtveaia^  atcom^xteaityfr.^ 
4di(cieapts  iaQdireprol)aacs,^l^ci{^  hwily^  ba^^iario 
Aer  dovniBanli  andihe:g^^<  ^^oetveci  rp^toahtoj^ 
their  weight,  encreafes  their  power  of  plunjging  J^ill 
riflcst>er  andrideepec:  bubthcLrfutMnl  (%stftiiin9F>on 
tiiia  rood^'  jcined  in  ajoinuimnim.oC.Sai^ta^' l0^ 
4bieir  handler  and  flicMildexs  to  hel^  oneiaitdthei:  in^ 
*w«n^,  te^tfteii  to..tlva  or>that^1ii^v!BUelgaKW8^wa4i^ 
<dr  the  hiilVjtpo/itei^  fbt:Jtini.to^dimb4^^rhue  «be 
•;  '.'  -;  i\  ;C    •  .  s'i   L-   .  '  ..;>  ^^ Spirit 
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fipffrlt  of  God  fpreads  a  plentiful  table  for  his  re- 
frsdimeat,  takes  htm  to  repofe  in  his  faoule,  and 
fometimes  fets  him  forward  in  the  fiery  chariot  of 
Elijah.  « Here  a  confctous  fenfe  of  virtue,  an  ardent 
love  of  God,  a  burning  zeal  for  his  feryice,.  and  an 
heavenly  ambition,  ftiiul   infpire  you  with  courage, 
add  teach  you  to  glow  at  the  fight  of  danger,  na^ , 
even  to  tejoice  in  tribulation,  efpecialiy  if  broi^t 
upon  you  for  your  fidelity  to  fo  gracious  a  mmer. 
But  move  a  little  further  up  to  the  point  of  vidhJty, 
where  tribulations  and  pcnrfecutions  (hall  be  left  be- 
hicid*,  wfaete  trium|:^  and  exultatioa  Ihall  begin  ^ 
^  where'  ^ou  (hall  be  crowned,  and  furrounded  wkh 
'  the  natives  of  heaven;  with  &ints,    martyrs,  chri^ 
tian  heroes,  angels,  archangels,  Drincipalittes,  powen^ 
thrones,  throu^  the  loud  naelalujahs  of  whom,  yoti 
fhaU  fsik  into  die  immediate  prefenoe  of  your  God, 
your  Father,  your  &iviourv^ouF  Gomftmer.    You 
(hall  fee  him.    You  (ball  fee  his  countenance  all  co- 
vered* with  (miles  and  bve:    You  (hall  hear  him 
iay,  ff^ill  doftejbau.goad  and  faitbfid  Jerumt^  ttUtr 
tbmfiniotiejayoftbyLoriL 
■  '  Bncer^e  there^ire  in  at  the  (trait  gate,  and  travel 
ye  in  the  danow  wa^i  whidi  leadeth.  to  life.    TtaiAi 
it  not  to0  much  to  Mooiintsr  with  fome  difficulties 
and  tnr  fbruggle  padei^dp  fcir  a  (hort  time,  that  yoa 
may  live  for  ever  m  joy  unutterable^  and  glory  in- 
concdivahlp.    Hemember.ydu  muft  be « a  pamlcer  of 
Chrift^B  holine(8,  pecba^  ia  fome.meafure,  of  has 
fuffisiings,    before  yoBcaa  be  a  partaker,  of  ins 

joy.  •■•    ':    ■ 

'And  noeto,  my.:jdear  rdiildren,  whom  I  have 
fiiithfully  laboured:  to. itiain: up  in  dbc  way  that 
y^  fbould  go,  :f  Bom  :mf  kneei  unsa  the  Jfiih 
/ier  tf^9wr  Lord  Jj(fus '  <:hariftj  ibat  be  would  gram 
yik  auordiug  to  *  the  riches  of  bis  glory ^  to  be 
jlrengtbencd  wiib  migbt  by  bis  Spirit  in   tbe  inner 

man  i 
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»w»;  that  Cbrijl  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by 
faith  \  that  ye  J  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  ^e^  nutf 
be  able  to  comprehend  with  all  Saints^  what  is  the 
breadth^  and  lengthy  and  depths  and  height  \  and  to 
know  the  love  of  Chrifi^  which  pajfeth  knowledge^ 
thai  ye  may  be  filled  with  all  the »  fulnefs  of  God. 
Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abun-^ 
dantfy  above  all  that  we  afk  or  think^  according 
to  the  power  that  worketh  in  uSy  unto  him  be  glory 
in  the  church  by  Chrifi  JefuSy  through  all  ages^ 
world  without  end.    Amen. 


'^^' 
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DISCOURSE    IX. 

The  faithful  and  acceptable  Truth* 
Preached  on  Chriftmas  Day. 


I   Timothy^    i.  15. 

This  is  a  faithful  faying^  and  worthy  of  all  accept  a- 
tiofiy  that  Chriji  Jefus  catnc  into  the  world  to  favc 
finners. 

TO  one,  from  his  childhood,  made  familiar 
with  the  dodtrines  of  our  holy  religion, 
and  with  this  in  particular,  that  Chrift 
came  to  redeem  the  fmful  race  of  mankind  ;  or  to 
one  who  does  not  know  who  Chrift  is,  whence,  or 
to  what  fort  of  a  world,  he  came,  or  how  wholly 
unworthy  we  were  of  fuch  a  vifit ;  my  text  will 
feem  to  introduce  itfelf  with  too  great  an  air  of 
pomp  and  importance ;  the  porch  >^ill  appear  too 
fpacious  and  too  magnificent  for  the  building.  J'bis 
is  a  faithful  faying^  big  with  divine  truth,  and  abib- 
lutely  to  be  depended  on,  that  cannot  be  difputed, 
or  fo  much  as  doubted  in  the  leaft,  without  obfti- 
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nately  (hutting' the  eyes  of  reafon,  and  queftioning 
the  truth  of  God's  word.  This  is'a  faying  ^worthy  of 
all  acceptation^  worthy,  on  account  of  the  light  and 
convi<5tion  it  brings  with  it,  to  be  received  by  the 
underftandings  of  all  men  ;  and  on  account  of  the 
equally  comfortable  and  aftonifliing  work  of  falva- 
tion  it  fets  before  us,*  to  be  embraced  with  all  the 
warmth  of  their  hearts,  and  all  the  force  of  their 
affedlions ;  with  a  tranfport  of  gratitude  and  won* 
der.  What  now  is  the  faying?  Why  that  Chriji 
Jefus  came  into  the  world  tofavefinners.  Now,  I  do 
infift  on  it,  that,  fimply  as  the  matter  of  this  faying 
is  here  exprefled  by  the  apoftle,  it  is  impoflible  for 
the  eloquence,  nay,  for  the  imagination  of  men  or 
angels,  to  do  it  juftice.  This  will  eafily  be  made 
evident,  before  we  have  done. 

In  the  mean  time,  let  us  obferve  a  little  the  faith- 
fulne(s  and  worthiness  of  this  faying.  Faithful  and 
true  it  mufl  be  in  the  higheft  degree,  if  the  prophe- 
cies of  God  to  all  men,  throu^  Adam,  Abraham, 
Jacob,  Mofes,  David,  Ifaiah,  and  a  cloud  of  other 
witnefles,  are  all  fulfilled,  as  they  really  are,  in  the 
truth  of  this  faying ;  and  if  oiir  Saviour  hath  fully 
proved,  as  he  certainly  did,  by  infinite  miracles, 
openly  and  every  where  performed  in  the  face  of 
unbelievers  and  enemies,  that  he  came  directly  and 
immediately  from  his  Father  to  fave  the  world.  The 
reaibn  of  mankind,  and  their  total  inability  to  re- 
form or  fave  themfelves,  loudly  cry  out  for  fuch  a 
Saviour.  The  prophecies,  the  miracles,  tc^eth^r 
with  the  inimitable  wifdoni,  humility,  patience,  and 
goodnefi  of  Chrift,  do  ftill  more  loudly  proclaini 
him  to  be  that  very  Saviour,  fo  that  reafon  ceafes  to 
be  reafon,  if  it  does  not  receive  this  &ying  with 
an  entire  convidHon  of  its  truth,  as  the  fundamental 
article  of  faving  faith.  -       . 

M  2  Hence 


164         ^be  faithful  and  acceptable  truth. 

Hence  again  appears  its  worthinefs  of  all  accepta- 
tion, fo  far  as  rcafon  and  the  underftanding  are  con- 
cerned to  judge  of  its  truth.  So  far  as  the  heart 
and  our  aflfedlions  are  called  upon  warmly  and  grate- 
fully to  clofe  with  it,  as  the  moft  important  and 
comfortable  of  all  truths,  we  have  only  to  confider, 
v/ho  Chrift  Jefus  is,  whence,  and  whitner,  he  came, 
whom  he  came  to  fave,  from  what,  and  by  what 
means. 

Firft  then,  let  us  feriouflv  ojnfider,  who  Chrift 
Jefus  is.  In  the  beginnings  that  is,  from  all  eternity, 
be  was  with  God,  and  was  God,  All  things  were 
made  by  him^  and  without  him  was  not  any  thing  made 
that  was  made.  By^  or  rather  1;/,  him  were  all  things 
created  that  are  in  heaven^  and  that  are  in  earthy  vi- 
Jible  and  invifibky  whether  they  he  thrones^  or  dominie 
onSj  or  pritfcipalitieSy  or  powers  I  all  tSings  were 
created  by  him  and  for  him  And  he  is  before  all  things^ 
and  by  him  all  things  confijl.  He  is  the  firjl  and  the 
lafis  and  bejtdes  him  there  is  no  God,  He  is  the  alpha 
and  the  omega^  the  Almighty.  He  is  Cod  over  all^ 
bleffed  for  ever. 

No  created  being  was  able  to  fave  us.  The  new 
creature  required  the  omnipotent  hand  of  its  Creator^ 
as  well  as  the  old.  But  had  the  power  of  a  feraph, 
or  all  the  feraphim  together,  been  fufficicnt  for  tliis 
work,  they  had  been  unfit  objedls  furely  of  that 
adoration,  of  that  higheft  degree  of  love,  where- 
with the  fenfe  of  our  redemption  ought  to  be  ac- 
companied in  the  hearts  of  all  men.  Nor  is  it  at  all 
to  bKS  fuppofed,  without  a  flat  contradidtion  to  the 
very  firft  principle  of  all  true  religion,  that  God 
would  fufFer  any  inferior  being  to  carry  off  from 
himielf  filcb  love,  or  fuch  adoration,  in  the  minds 
of  all  mankind,  whofe  love  he  hath  courted  with 
infinite  proofs  of  goodnefs  and  mercy,  and  whofe 
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wordiip  he  hath  confined  to  himfelf  by  the  mod 
dreadful  threatnings. 

We  fee  i)ow  to  whom  it  is,  that  we  owe  our  fal- 
vatipn ;  and,  in  feeing  this,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive 
the  returns  that  are  due  for  it.  Nq  mere  man,  no 
angel,  no  cherub,  no  feraph,  was  able  to  fave  us. 
God  only  could  do  this.  God  alone  hath  done  it ; 
and  our  gi^atitude,  in  the  acceptance  of  this  faying, 
iikii  Cbrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to  fave  us^ 
fiiould  rife  to  as  high  a  proportion,  as  poiTible,  with 
die  dignity  of  his  perfon  who  faved  us. 

In  the  fecond  place,  we  are  to  confider,  whence 
Cbrift  Jefus  came.  He  came,  not  only  from  the 
throne^  and  from  the  glories  of  heaven  ;  from  that 
dironC)  whereon  he  reigned  over  all  the  hofts  of 
heaven,  and  from  the  loud  hofanna*s  of  ^thofe  exalt- 
ed beings,  who  were  created  by  him,  in  him,  for 
him  :  but  what  was  infinitely  more,  he  came  from 
the  hofom  of  his  Father,  from  love  unbounded, 
from  love  equal  ^  his  infinite. merit.  In  our  accep- 
tation of  t^ifi  &ying,  as  a  truth,  that  Chrift  Jefus 
c^cne  into  the.  world  to  fave  us,  we  (hould  feelipgly 
figure  to  qurfelves  the  glory  and  happinefe  hq.relin^ 
quifhed,  the  power  and  majefty  he  abdicated,  and 
above  all,  the^  inconceivable,  the  infinite  enjoyment 
of  .his  Father,  wherewith  he  had  been  tranfported 
from  all  eternity,  which  he  exchanged  for  his  anger, 
that  he  might  give  fcope  to  mercy,  too  inyflerious 
and  ailonifhing  for  the  comprehenfion  of  angek^  yet 
not  above  the  belief  of  ajea.fi^nable  man,  who  is  not 
too  wife  in  his  own  copc?it  to  credit  a  myftery,*  nor 
too  good  to  need  an  atonement,  for  he  knows,  he  is  a 
myftery  to  himfelf,  and  finds  he  is  loaded  with  fin. 
His  underftanding  is  not  become  his  idol,  ib  as  to 
have  eyes  that  cannot  fee,  and  ears  (hat  cannot 
hear. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,  we  arc  to  confider,  whither  he  came 
from  all  this  happinefs,  and  glory,  and  liiajefty.  He 
came  into  this  world.  O  miferablc!  O  amazing 
teverfe !  He  came  inte  -^  world  full  of  pollution 
and  wickednefs,  full  of  treachery,  cruelty,  and  op- 
preffion  ^  into  a  world  obftinatcly  ftiut  up  agaioft 
the  light  of  his  wifdom ;  hardened  againft  all  the 
tendemefs  of  his  love,  exemplified  by  every  inilance 
of  goodnefs,  patience,  compaflion;  and  in  open 
univerfal  rebellion  againft  himfelf,  againft  hirt,  whom 
angels  feared,  whom  all  the  throne^  the  prihcipali-' 
ties,  the  powers  of  heaven,  obeyed!  That  we 
might  not  be  ft  ruck  blind  with  his  light,  nor  pefifli 
at  the  approach  of  his  majefty,  he  veiled  both  in  the 
tabernacle  of  hunian  flelh  prepared  for  him.  He  took 
on  him  the  form  (f  a/ervant,  fo  thAt'tkere  was  not 
even  any  cotfielinefs  in  bimy  that  'we  fbould  defire  him. 
God  came  incarnate  to  fave  a  race  of  incarnate  ibuls, 
that  the  myftery  of  our  own  compofition  might  pre- 
pare us  for  the  belief  of  his!  7i^  v)pri  became  fiejby 
and  dwelt  among  uSy  that  our  very  fenfJa  might  re-* 
ceive  the  perfon  and  d<>d1:rine  of  our  redeerhcr.  We 
fee  him,  we  feel  him,  we  converfe  with  him,  as  a 
plain  man,  who  is  the  brigbtnefs  of  God's  glory ^  and 
the  exprefs  image  of  bis  perfon>  We  try  his  patience 
with  out-  ignorance  and  ftupidity.  AVe  (hock  his 
fenfibflity  with  the  hardnefs'  of  our  hearts.  We 
teize  and  affront  his  wifdom  with  our  itnpertincnt 
queftions*  with  our  faucy  expc6bations,  with  bur  felf- 
ihterefted  reqiiefts.  Oh,  had  we  but  fl:opped  here, 
and  not  proceeded  with  oiir  indi^ities  to  infinitely 
more  grievous  excefles !  But  this  is  not  the  place  for 
fuch  refledkions.  Here  it  is,  that  we  ought  to  fearch 
and  find  out  the  knowledge  of  ourfelves,  that  in  that 
knowledge,  we  may  the  better  perceive  the  entire  ac- 
ceptation with  which  we  ought  to  embrace  this  faying, 
tbat  Cbriji  Jefus  came  into  ibe  world  to  favc  usjinners. 

For, 
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'  For,  in  the  fourth  place  lie  came,  not  as  might 
have  been  moft  reafonably  and  naturally  feared,  to 
Judge  and  condemn  the  world,  a  ^ilty  and  repro- 
bate world,  but  to  fave  them,  defpicable  and  odious 
as  they  are.  If  the  dutiful,  the  faithful,  the  juft, 
the  chafte,  the  grateful,  hsul  been  in  danger,  our 
Saviour's  vifit  and  aflfiftance  bad  fumiflied  a  much 
fmaller  occafion  of  admiration  and  thankfulnefs. 
But  he  came  to  fave  fmners,  you  the  rebellious,  you 
the  treacherous,  you  the  iniquitous,  you  the  unclean, 
you  the  thanklefs ;  to  fave  fmners,  whereof  1  may 
more  truly  fay,  than  Paul  did,  in  the  words  imme- 
diately following  my  text,  tlut  /  am  chief.  The 
wealthy  may  difdain  an  alms ;  but  with  what  accep- 
tation ought  the  debtor  to  (hatch  at  the  payment  of 
all  he  owes  ?  with  what  acceptation  ougiit  the  pri- 
foncr  to  leap  at  the  price  of  his  freeidom  ?  with  what 
a  bound  ought  he  to  fpring  from  the  loathibme  place 
of  his  confinement,  when  his  bailfman  comes  to  pay 
off  his  bonds  ? 

Fifthly,  we  arc  next  to  confider,  with  the  moft 
awaken^  attention,  what  Qirift  Jefus  came  into  the 
world  to  fave  us  from,  namely,  fin  and  its  punifh- 
ment.  We  are  by  nature  flaves,  fold  under  Jitt,  cor- 
rupted, polluted,  it  may  be,  hardened,  in  fms  of 
the  moft  abominable  and  dangerous  kinds.  We  are 
funounded  with  darknefs,  but  we  like  it  becaufe 
our  deeds  arc  evil,  and  require  it.  We  are  covered 
with  naftinefs,  but  delight  in  it,  becaufe  it  is  both 
natural  and  habitual  to  us.  There  is  but  one  who 
can  enlighten  the  paths,  and  clean  fe  the  ways  of  be- 
ings, fb  wedded  to  impurity,  and  therefore  fo  impa- 
tient of  the  li^t ;  fo  deftitute  of  light,  and  therefore 
(o  infenfible  of  tti^ir  own  impurity.  None  can  fave, 
ihat  is,  reform  and  reclaim  us,  but  Chrift^  who 
comes  by  his  word,  by  his  fabbaths,  by  his  facra- 
nients,  by  his  miniiters,  and  in  all  thefe,  by  bis  fpi- 

rit. 
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rit,  to  call  us  to  repentance  and  newneft  of  life;  to 
call  us  out  of  the  world,  that  treacherous  enemy, 
whom  we  foolifhly  and  defperately  love ;  to  call  us 
out  of  the  flcfh,  that  in-bred  betrayer,  whom  we 
chcrifti  with  greater  indulgence  and  tendemefs,  than 
our  lives ;  and  he  comes  to  put  us  on  our  guard 
againft  the  fnares  of  that  apoftate  angel,  who  la- 
bours continually  to  make  us  as  foul,  as  black,  as 
malicious,  as  wicked,  as  miferable,  as  (hameful  be- 
ings, every  way,  to  all  eternity,  as  himfclf.  Is  not 
fuch  a  vifit,  are  not  fuch  labours,  worthy  of  our  ut- 
moft  acceptation  ?  Arc  we  not  tired  of  our  fins  ? 
are  we  not  frightened  at  their  effefts  ?  will  we  not 
embrace  him  who  comes  to  deliver  us  from  fo  (hame- 
ful,  from  fo  dangerous,  from  fo  grievous  a  flavcry  ? 
A  man  lying  faft  afleep,  in  the  dark,  on  a  bed  of 
filth,  and  on  the  brink  of  a  dreadful  precipice,  is 
not,  at  firft,  pleafed  with  him  who  roufes  and  gives 
him  light ;  but  he  no  fooner  fees  the.cmdition  he  is 
in,  than  he  blefies  the  hand  that  difturbed  him,  and 
lays  hold  of  it,  that  he  may  be  drawn  to  a  diftance 
from  his  foul  and  dangerous  fituation. 

But  he  comes  alfo  to  fave  us  from  the  punifhment 
of  fin.  Were  the  finner  exempted  by  the  intention 
of  God,  and  the  natural  courfe  of  things,  from  all 
apprehenfions  of  fufFering  on  account  of  his  fins,  his 
indulgence  to  the  inclinations  of  a  corrupt  nature 
would  prevent  his  ever  having  any  thoughts  of  quar- 
relling with  fin,  merely  becaufe  it  is  fin.  But  where- 
as fin  and  mifery  are  infeparably  linked  together  by 
their  own  nature,  and  by  an  unavoidable  courfe  of 
things,  if  providence  do  not  interpofe;  and  whereas 
God  bath  appointed  a  day  wherein  he  will  jud^e  the 
world  in  rigbteou/ne/s,  anti  condemn  the  wicked  to 
puniftiments  -inconceivably  fevere  and  dreadful; 
the  guilty  have  reafon  to  take  from  hence  the  mbft 
fearful  alarm.     He  hath  finned,  perhaps  grievouily 

finned, 
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finned,  nay,  it  may  be,  is  in  the  utmofl  danger  of 
perfeveiing  in  his  (ins,  though  he  knows,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  vengeance  Jietb  wiibjin  at  tbe  door.  What 
fliftU  he  do  in  this  deplorable  diftrefs  ?  He  cannot 
reform  himfelF.  Well,  but  Chrift,  as  hath  been 
ihewn  under  the  preceding  head,  hath  come  to  do 
that  for  him,  that  is,  eflfe£hially  to  aid  his  weaknefs. 
Yet  ftill  the  dreadful  queftion  returns,  how  he  (hall 
be  delivered  from  the  guilt  and  puni(hment  of  his 
fms,  already  committed,  which  no  repentance  can 
imdo,  or  atone  for.  Why,  here  too  Chrift  comes 
to  take  both  the  guilt  and  punifhment  of  fin  from 
all  who  (hall  ufe  their  beft  endeavours  to  (econd  the 
motions  of  his  holy  fpirit,  in  order  to  a  truly  chrif- 
tian  faith  and  a  thorough  reformation.  Of  all  our 
weaknefles  or  faults,  I  know  none  of  wor(e  con(e- 
quence  dian  this,  that  we  either  cannot,  or  will  not, 
form  a  right  notion  of  the  rewards  or  punilhments 
which  are  (et  before  us.  The  criminal  is  hanged, 
becaufe  he  does  not  rightly  conceive  that  fort  of  pu* 
ni(hment,  till  the  inftant  of  his  fufiering ;  and  the 
obftinate  finner  perilhes  for  ever,  only  becaufe  he 
knows  not  what  hell  is,  till  he  goes  thither.  If  we 
fet  before  our  eyes  the  tortures  and  horrors  of  that 
extreme,  that  eternal  mjiery,  we  muft  inevitably 
have  endured,  had  not  Chrift  taken  our  guilt  on  his 
own  head,  and  atoned  for  all  our  fins,  we  (hall  per- 
ceive, we  (hall  feel,  how  exquifitely  fweet,  how 
highly  important,  how  every  way  wortiy  of  all 
acceptation^  is  the  faying,  tbai  Chrift  Je/us  came  into 
she  world  Sofave  Jinners^  efpecially  if. 

In  the  fixth  and  laft  place,  we  confider,  by  what 
means  became  to  fave  us  from  the  puni(hment  of  our 
fins.  Divine  juftice  requires,  that  no  fin  (hall  go  un- 
puni(hed.  Either  therefore  we  muft  iuffer  for  our 
own  fuis,  or  another,  fufficient  for  fo  great  a  putpofe, 
which  no  mere  creature  can  be,  muft  fuffer  for  us, 
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muft  fufier  death,  the  original  wages  of  fm ;  muft 
fuffer  it  by  divine  appointment,  and  yet  voluntarily. 
Now,  no  one,  but  the  fon  of  God,  was  fufficient  for 
ibch  a  purpofe.  None  elfe  had  power  to  lay  dawn  bis 
own  lije^  for  none  elfe  had  a  life  of  his  own.  None 
elfe  could  offer  up  a  facrifige  of  dignity  equal  to  the 
guilt  of  all  our  fins.  Neither  the  cattle  upon  a  thou- 
/and  hills^  nor  their  inunediate  poflefTors,  nor  the 
hofts  of  heaven,  belong  to  themfelves,  or  have  any 
property,  ftriAly  fpeaking  of  their  own.  The  di- 
vine nature  alone  is  the  univcrfal  proprietor.  From 
this  nature  therefore  alone  could  a  proper  offering  be 
made.  Bur  the  divine  nature  is  purely  fpiritual,  and 
incapable  of  death  or  any  other  fufFering.  Our  re- 
deemer therefore  and  our  facrifice,  miift  have  been 
man,  as  weJl  as  God,  or  he  could  not  have  fuiFeredy 
at  leaft,  in  the  offending  nature,  which  appears  to 
have  been  neceflary.  Wherefore  when  Chrift  cometb 
into  the  worlds  he  faith  unto  the  father,  the  facrifice  and 
offering  (of  beafts)  thou  wouldeft  notj  but  a  body  haft 
thou  prepared  me.  In  burnt  offerings  and  facrifices  for 
Jin  thou  haft  had  no  pleafure ;  then  faid  /,  /o,  /  come 
to  do  thy  will  O  God,  And  what  was  this,  will  ? 
Why,  tteit  the  fon  of  God  (hould  take  on  hiin  the 
frail  and  miferable  nature  of  man,  that  he  (houid  be 
horn  of  a  woman  in  a  low  and  indigent  condition ; 
that  he  fhould  be  hated,  defpifed,  and  perfecuted  of 
men,  during  the  whole  coiufe  of  his  life,  that  he 
fliould  ht  arraigtted^  accufed^  fpit  on^  buffeted^  fcour- 
ged^  crucified  between  two  thieves. 

And  was  it  for  this  he  came,  as  at  the  prefent 
feafon  ?  What  matter  of  wonder,  and  of  love,  on 
the  part  of  mankind  !  As  the  higheft  of  all  beuigs, 
his  birth  is  proclaimed. by  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly 
bofts ;  while,  as  the  loweft  of  men,  he  is  born  in  a 
fiabk,  and  cradled  in  a  manger  !  Heaven  and  earth 
belong  to  him,  yet  be  hath  not  where  to  lay  bis  bead  ! 

The 


^bc  faithful  and  acceptable  I'rutb,  1 7 1 

^be  eyes  of  all  things  ivait  upon  him  for  their  fitfie- 
nance^  but  he  himfelf  woiks  at  a  common  trade,  or 
depends  on  the  pooreft  of  mankind,  for  his  own ! 
He  filcnces  the  winds,  he  fmooths  the  billows,  he 
dwes  theftomis,  and — is  defpifed !  He  heals  the  fick, 
and  —  is  hated!  He  give6  fight  to  the  blind,  and — 
is  perfecutcd !  He  fpeaks  as  never  man  fpake,  and — 
is  called  a  madrhan !  He  raifes  the  dead,  and — is 
toftured  to  death  himfelf!  Whether  (hall  we  ftand 
more  amazed  at  him,  or  ourfelves  ? 

But  where  is  owr  gratitude  and  our  love,  if  this 
amazement  does  not  make  way  to  them  both  ?  Nay, 
whither  is  bani(hed  the  common  fenfe  of  rational 
creatures,  if  after  hearing,  if  after  firmly  believing 
all  this,  we  can  be  any  longer  wedded  to  our  iinsr 
From  our  own  nature  he  fprings  •  by  our  own  hands 
he  is  fcourged !  By  our  own  hands  he  dies !  and  in 
his  Jaft  agonies  mixes  his  blood  and  prayers  together 
for  us !  Can  man  behold  his  death  with  indifference 
and  contempt,  while  every  being  in  heaven,  with 
infinite  admiratioii),  beholds  him  trampling  under 
foot,  and  triumphing  therdfl,  <iVer  'dead),  and  hell, 
and  all  the  powers  of  daJrkncfs,?  k  it  poffiUc,  that 
iti^n,  thinkJne^  fenfibte.  generous  man,  can  be  an 
unconcerned  ^dator  ofthi^  tranfa£^ion,  undertaken 
and  perfeAed  for  the  falvatit^ft  of  hian  alone  ? 
"  K  now,  this  is  a  faithful  faying^  and  too  fully 
proved  to  b^  rationally  queftiotied,  that  Chrifi  Je/us 
came  into  the  tvorld  to  fave  jinfUrs^  furely  it  muft  be 
worthy  of  all  acceptation.  What  then  is  the  accepta- 
tion, wherewith  we  are  to  receive  it  ?  No  doubt,  as 
hath  already- been  obferved^i  with  all  the  convidtion 
of  our  und^rftandings,  and  all  the  warmth  of  our 
heains.  Tbere  is  no  reafon  why  we  (hould  be  more 
incredulous  to  the  wcmders  of  infinite  .mercy  in  the 
work  of  our  redemption,  than  to  thofe  or  infinite 
wifdom  in  that  of  the  creation.     Is  it  not  reaibnable^ 
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that  mercy  (hoiild  go  as  far  to  fave  an  immortal,  as 
wifdom,  to  accommodate  a  temporary  being  ?  And  if 
our  conviftions,  as  to  the  truth  of  our  Saviour's 
coming,  are  perfectly  rational,  how  is  it  pofTible, 
that  our  gratitude,  in  regard  to  the  end  of  his 
coming,  (hould  not  be  warm  in  proportion  to  the 
cleamefs  of  thofe  convifiiprts,  and  the  boumUels 
mercy  of  that  end  ?  But  arc  we  ftupidiy  to  fit  ftill 
under  this  convidion  and  gratitude,  while  eternal 
goodnefs  comes  thus  tO  vifit  us  ?  Should  we  not  go 
forth  to  meet  him  with  a  fpirit  and  turn  of  mind, 
correfpondent  tq  thofe  with  which  h^  cgmes  ?  Yes^ 
as  hjB  came  to  us  from  the  happinefs  and  gbry  of 
heaven,  fo  we  fhould  gp  out,  from  the  p}eafu]:es  and 
pomps  of  this  world,,  to.hira.     Ajs  be  c^me  with 

i^reat  humility  into  this  Vfm^^  to  fpeak  ^nd  ad  as  a 
ervant,  fo  Oiould  we  go  into  his;  church  with  not 
only  lowUnefs  of  tiaind,  A&  frail  and  wretched  crea- 
tures, but  with  broken  hearts,  as  abominable  fmners. 
Ashe  was  bom  for  us  of  an  heavi^ly  father,  and  of 
a  pure  virgin,  fo  muft  we  be  bora  ^n^^-  lo  him  of 
the  fpirit,  ,and  of  pure  alid  vii^ij>  hearts :  we  muft 
heborny  not  of  bloody  nor.^  the  will  df.tbc  fiefih^  nor 
ef  the  will  of  nia^^  .but  tf  God,  As  he  came  into 
the  world,  not  tct  gc^iiiy  .thedcfircs  of;  his  flcAily 
nature,  por  to  do  hisit'mn  will  but  that  of  his  Father ; 
fo  (ho^ld  we  go  in\9^  his  kingdom,  not  to  plea/e  our- 
fches,\riO(.  to  do^oVir  own  will,  bulto-pleafe  and 
obey  Gpd.  As  he  came  to  fiifFer  and  die  for  us,  (b 
fhould  we  go  to  mortification,  and  a  death  unto  Jn, 
As  be  cape  with  no  other  view,  than  to  fave  us,  we 
fhoujtdgp  to  him  with  no  other  view,  than  to  be 
iaved  by  him.  By  liis  birth  of  a  wofoan  he  came  in 
general:  to  all  men,  and  comes  by  his  fpirit,  his  wprd, 
and. ordinances,  -particularly  to  every  man  9  but  each 
of  as  in  particular  muft  go  to  him,  or  we  fhall  never 
meet  hipi.    He  ca(ne  from  heaven  into  this  world, 
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that  we  might  go  from  this  world  into  heavth.  He 
became  the  fon  of  marty  that  we  might  become  the 
fons  of  God.  He  humbled  himfelf  and  took  on  him 
the  form  of  a  fervant^  that  we  might  be  exalted  into 
ibe  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God.  He  became 
flefl)^  that  we  might  become  fpirit.  He  became  Jin 
for  us  J  that  we  might  become  the  righteoufnefs  of  God 
in  him.  He  took  our  nature  upon  him,  that  we 
might  take  his,  and  become  one  with  him^  as  be  is 
one  with  the  Father,  As  he  hath  emptied  himfeif 
that  all  we  may  receive  of  his  fulnefs^  he  Ihould  re- 
ceive of  us  the  pleafmg  fruits  of  that  which  he  hath 
(own  in  our  hearts,  gfory  for  mercy,  and  grace  for 
grace.  Surely  it  is  impoflible,  he  (hould  tafte  thefe 
fruits  with  an  higher  relifh,  than  a  grateful  heart 
perceives  in  paying  them.  But  as  Chrift  the  treafu- 
rer  of  thefe  fruits,  lays  them  up  for  thofe  who  offer 
them,  that  the  end  may  be  eternal  life^  the  profit 
muft  as  far  outgo  the  pleafure,  as  eternity  does 
time. 

With  tbefe  let  us  compare  thofe  of  our  own  ways. 
Have  we  not  already  tafted,  how  bitter  is  the  for- 
bidden fruit,  the  fruit  of  fin  ?  Can  we  any  longer 
delight  in  pulling  from  that  tree,  and  even  (faakiog 
it  to  the  lafl  appk,  which  bears  nothing  elfe  but  re- 
morle  of  conlcience,  and  the  wrath  of  God ;  but 
fickne/s,  and  mifery,  and  fear,  and  death  ?  If  our 
(buls  are  as  thoroughly  furfeited,  as  they  ought  to  be, 
with  this  fruit,  fo  fweet  at  firft,  yet  fo  naufeous,  fo 
poiibnous  at  the  lafl  \  it  is  time  we  fhould  tafte  that 
which  grows  on  the  crofi  of  Chrift,  the  true  and  real 
tree  of  life,  ^hold  it  is  here  placed  for  us  on  the 
table  of  God,  who,  in  the  Ungoage  of  a  moft  gra- 
cious invitcr,  faith  to  us,  come^  take^  eat — Drink  ye 
all  of  this.  0  tafie  and  fee  bow  gracious  the  Lord  is  ! 
O,  come  hither  J  and  heboid  the  works  qf  the  Lordy 
that  be  hath  done  for  us^  that  ye  may  he  able  to  com- 
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prebend  with  all  faints^  what  is  the  breadth,  and 
lengthy  and  depths  and  height ;  and  to  know  the  love 
of  Cbrift^  which  paffeth  all  knowledge y  that  ye  may  be 
filled  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God. 

If  we  come  worthily  to  this  repaft,  we  fhall  re- 
new our  fpiritual  birth-right,  whereby  we  w^ere  born  of 
the  will  of  Gody  and  (hall  renounce  our  own  wills,  in 
order  to  be  gpvemed  by  his.  Here,  in  the  name  of 
reafbn  and  faith,  let  us  compare  and  choofe.  Our 
own  wills,  experience  tells  us,  are  blind,  and  mif- 
guide  us  into  every  fort  of  error ;  but  the  will  of 
GoAfkall guide  us  into  all  truth.  Ours  are  irrefolute, 
his  fteddy.  Ours  are  wicked,  and  hunt  for  deftruc- 
tion,  both  of  foul  and  body,  his  holy,  and  always 
intent  on  the  happinefs  of  his  creatures.  Ours  look 
downward  through  fin  into  a  pit  without  bottom; 
his,  always  upward  through  righteoufnefs  into  regions 
of  light  and  endlefs  glory.  If  we  give  ourfelves  up 
to  our  own  wills,  the  flefli  (hall  corrupt  us,  the  world 
deceive  us,  and  our  enemy  fhall  finally  triumph 
over  us ;  but  if  we  take  the  will  of  God  for  a  lamp 
unto  our  feety  we  (hall  never  go  aftray,  for  he  is 
wifdom  it(felf ;  if  we  take  the  will  of  God  for  our 
armour,  as  that  is  Almighty,  fo  (hall  we  be  uncon- 
querable and  irrefiftable. 

If  you  have  not  hitherto  performed,  as  well  as 
you  might  have  done,  the  conditions  of  your  new 
birth-right,  whereby  alone  peace  through  Chrifl  is 
promifed,  let  me  earneftly  prefs  you  to  a  more  clo(e 
confideration  of  thefe  conditions,  as  the  leading 
rules  of  life,  whereby  you  ought  to  aft  here,  and 
mufl  be  judged  hereafter. 

Hath  the  Ton  of  God  >elinqui(hed  the  glories  of 
heaven,  and  defcended  into  a  ftable  and  a  manger  to 
fave  you }  And  will  you  not  go  thither  in  the  like 
fpirit  of  humility  to  receive  him  ?  Ls  this  too  low  a 
condefccnfion  for  you,    polluted  as  yoii  are  with 
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worfe  than  bcaftly  filth,  which  was  not  too  low 
for  God  himfelf.  You  cannot  meet  him,  but.  with 
the  fame  fpirit  in  which  he  came.  He  became  a 
man  of  forrowSj  and  acquainted  with  grief  from  that 
day,  when  he  took  on  him  the  burthen  of  your 
flelh  and  fins.  And  are  you,  who  committed  thofe 
fins,  to  be  a  man  of  pleafure  ?  He  emptied  himfelf 
of  his  m^efty  and  glory  for  you ;  and  are  not  you  to 
be  emptied  of  that  pride  which  goetb  before  your  own 
deftruaion^  and  thofe  filthy  afFeftions,  which  repre- 
fent  you  in  the  eyes  of  God,  as  a  piteous,  if  not  an 
odious  wretch  ?  Are  not  you  to  feel  the  weight  of 
your  own  fins,  as  well  as  Chrift  ?  What  ftable, 
what  manger,  is  too  vile  for  you,  who  have  fo 
long  lain  in  filth,  and  fed  with  fwine ;  and  yet  have 
been  foolifh  enough  to  take  it  all  for  grandeur  and 
pleafure?  If  you  ftill  perfift  in  this  mind,  you  muft 
be  told,  that,  thou^  Chrift  had  baptized  you  with 
his  own  hands,  yet  to  you  no  promife  is  made,  no 
performance  due,  no  &iviour  born. 

Unto  you  only,  who  have  put  off  the  old  man^  and 
me  born  again  by  water  and  the  fpirit ;  unto  you, 
who  feel  in  yourfelf,  on  the  baptifmal  call  of  Chrift, 
she  anfwer  0/  agood  confcience  i  unto  you,  who  walk 
not  in  your  own  waysy  but  in  newtufs  of  life^  not 
after  the  flefby  but  the  fpirit  \  unto  you,  who  ftafid 
faft  in  the  faithy  confejfmg  that  Jefus  is  the  f on  of 
Godj  and  that  through  him  only  you  have  falvation ; 
unto  you,  who  obferve  all  things^  whatfoever  Cbrijl 
bath  commanded  yoUj  who  being  delivered  out  of  the 
bands  of  your  enemies j  ferve  God^  without  fear^  in 
bolinefs  and  righteoufnefs  before  bimy  all  the  days  of 
your  lives ;  unto  you  only,  is  born  this  day  a  Saviour^ 
ibbicb  is  Chrift  the  Lord. 

Lay  &ft  hold  therefore  by  a  lively  faith  on  this 
Saviour,  and  by  taking  good  heed  to  the  articles  of 
your  peace  with  God,  endeavour  to  make  your  eleaion 
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and  adoption  furc^  left  by  departing  from  them,  you 
be  found  among  thofc,  who  have  trodden  under  font 
the  fon  of  Gody  and  have  counted  the  blood  of  the 
covenant^  wberewitb  tbey  bad  been  fanHified^  an 
unboly  things  and  have  done  defpigbt  unto  tbe  f pit  it 
of  grace. 

Here  now,  my  brethren,  are  light  and  daxknefs, 
glory  and  infamy,  life  and  death,  fet  before  you. 
God  pive  you  underflanding  in  all  things,  but  more 
cfpecially  to  make  a  right  choice  between  thefe  oppo- 
fites ;  and  grant  that  your  hearts  may  warmly  fecond 
your  reafon,  and  your  works,  tbe  warmth  of  your 
hearts,  through  Chrift  Jefus  our  Sayiour,  to  whom, 
with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  might, 
majefty,  and  dominion,  now  and  for  ever  more. 
Amen. 


D  1  S- 


DISCOURSE    X. 

Preached  on  GOOD  FRIDAY. 

The  Neceffity  and  EfEcacy  of  the  great 
Sacrifice. 


Acts   xvii.  3. 

Cbrift  muft  needs  bave  Suffered^  and  rifen  again  from 
the  dead. 

THE  rifing  again  from  the  dead  fhcws,  that 
the  fufFering,  here  mentioned,  was  that 
of  death.  St.  Paul,  as  we  are  told  in  this 
paflage,  pioycd  to  the  Jews,  from  the  prophecies  of 
the  old  teftament,  that  the  Meffiah  or  Chrift,  muft  of 
neceffity  bow  been  put  to  deatb,  and  raffed  again  to 
life.  That  he  could  hot  have  fulfilled  thofe  pro- 
phecies, nor  proved  himfelf  to  be  the  Chrift,  with- 
out thus  fuflfoing,  may  be  cleariy  feen  in  the  22d 
P&lm,  and  the  53d  Chapter  of  Ifaiah,  as  well  as 
in  a  great  variety  of  other  places,  Chrift  himfelf,  be- 
fore his  crucifixion,  aflured  his  difciples,  /Aa/  be 
JbouU  fuffer  inany  tbings  of  tbe  elders y  andtbecbief 
prieftsy  andfcribesy  andjbould  be  killed.  He  foretold 
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the  fame  thing  to  a  mixed  multitude,  moft  of  them 
as  yet  unconverted,  in  Acfe  words,  Nrrw  iz  the  judg- 
ment of  this  worlds  nc^  Jball  the  prince  of  this  v^orld 
be  caft  out  ^  and  /,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the  earthy 
wHl  draw  all  men  unto  me,  I'bis  be  faid^  Mf^^fT^Z 
mhat  destb  he  Jbould  die.  After  his  refurredion,  he 
reproved  his  difciples,  who  had  doubted,  whether 
the  Meffiah  (hould  die  or  not ;  O  fooh^  and  flow  of 
heart  to  bilieye  all  that  the  profbcts  have  /poken. 
Ought  not  Cbriji  to  have  Jufiered  the/e  things  ? 
And  beginning  at  Mofes^  and  all  the  prophets^  he 
CMpounded  uma  tbem^  m  all  the  Jtripturet^  the  things 
concerning  himfeff. 

Although  there  is  nothing,  at  iirft  fight,  more 
myfterious,  than  that  he,  ^ho  was  without  fin  Ihould, 
by  the  exprefs  appointment  of  eternal  juftice,  fuffer 
the  wages  pf  fin ;  that  the  juft  ftoutd  be  put  lo  death 
for  the  unjuft  ^  or  that  the  fon  of  God  himfelf  fhould 
die ;  yet,  this  nx>ft  extraordinary,  and  indeed  amaz- 
ing, piece  of  liiftory,  if  duly  weighed,  and  clofely 
confidered,  wilt  appear  to  be  no  lefe  ratiotial,  than 
it  is  allonilhing.  But  there  is  no  reconciling  it  to 
the  reafon  of  infidel  oppofers,  without  palling  through 
a  trwi  of  thioking,  to  tha  full„  as  fiirf rifing,  as 
either  the  faA  o^  our  Saviour's  death,  or  the  end 
propofed  by  it. 

In  purfuit  of  this^  we  xtaxOi  tsk&  %  littk  compafs. 

It  is  evident  from  the  (liperiority  of  b^  xiaxure 
^o  that  of  any  other  aaixnal^  that  man  wa^  iatendfid 
by  his  Maker  to  be^  and  it:iU  1%  the  Lord  of  this 
wodd,  whr^h  he  iahabitti.  By  the  pow«r  derived  to 
him  £S»m  his  realbiif  he  makes  the  a^lity  and  ibength 
of  other  animals,  and  the  piopertie^  «^f  the  very 
elementSi  his  own  :  he  isxk(li&  the  dove  and  the  dog 
on  his  erxajids;  he  fiibdues  the  lion  4  he  beftrides 
the  faotrie  \  he  makes  tiaie  oceaa  his  h^lv^way,  and  is 

earned 
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carried  round  the  worid  by  tiles  Windff ;  Ac  c^rth 
and  th«  ftin  wait  on  him  With  hfs  food,  and  even  th6 
thunder  is  put  into  his  hand.  Ht  is  metAe  mfy  a  tittlt 
hwer  than  tbe  J/ngth.  • 

Surely  then  he  muft  be  endued  with  wifiSom  end 
goodnefe  equil  tp  the  higli'ftaiitMi  he  is  placed  in ;' 
and  the  exergife  of  thefe  tvfb  endowments,  in  fo 
large  an  empire,  muft  make  hinl  happy  in  propor- 
tion to  the  ftiR  extent  of  his  capacity.  This  \i  a 
tnoft  ii4tural  cghdufion  from  that  knowledge  which 
informs  us,  that  itian  and  this  worid,  are  the  works 
of  infinite  wifdom  and  goodners. 

Yet  nOthrag  can  be  more  contrary  to  experience. 
hiftead  of  governing  a  world,  this  lord,  fo  higjily 
ftationed,  is  utterly  unable  to  govern  himftif  He 
hath  but  a  frtaH  Ihare  of  that  powe^,  his  n:^tnral  abi- 
lities entitle  him  ..to,  and  what  he  hath,  he  abufe  (b 
ibolifhiy,  and  fuifers  fot  it  fo  miferaWy,  that  bis 
ftation  and  power  are  become  hts  curie  ;  and  yet 
an  unbountkd  fid^artcement  of  both  is  the  xnoft 
violent  of  s31  his  defires.  Nay,  inftead  of  a  Ibve- 
rrign,  he  is  a  (lave.  Mis  body  istoflaved  to  hunger, 
thifft,  cold,  heat,  labour,  pain,'  ficknefe,  unl^ppy 
acpdents ;  attd  to  death,  whiqh  he  cahnot  think  of 
Witho)it  the  litmoft  terror,*  whrcH'^he  cannot  portibly 
efcape.  Hti  ittind  h  ftill  worte  etpnaved.  How  1^ 
he  torn  with  flcfifpis,  which,  if  fijt^efsful,  he  knows 
Wdiild  undo  him?  How  is  lie  bfown  \ip  with  idle 
hopes !  Ho^.  thfoWt  down  by  \inexpeaed  •  difap- 
i>oitthTfcfits1  ffow  unmanned  by  Vkin  feats !  How 
wrrtfibd  Wi^  flich  as  are  but  too  well  foanded, 
ptfh^  Ibh^feorffeg^  miferies  'Without  endi  HoW 
M^ed  Withj^ride !  How  diftrafted  with  anger  f/HoW 
gfiawn  with«nvy '!  HoW  every  thing  within  him,  arid 
ibotit  fcwn,  tyranifes  over  trim  it  its  tUrtip  and  forces 
him  to  betray  himfelf,  to  abufe  his  owtt  nature, 
and  to  infult  his  God! 

N  2  At 
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At  the  fame  time  that  he  a£ts  io  inconfiftently 
with  himfeif  and  the  ftation  he  is  placed  in,  and 
by  both  is  made  fo  very  unhappy ;  all  the  crea- 
tures of  lower  rank  and  importance  purfue  the  ends 
of  their  being  fteadily  ;  and  tho(e  of  them  that  are 
endued  with  life,  enjoy  as  much,  and  futTer  as  litde,. 
as  their  feveral  natures  can  admit  of. 

Whence  now  this  ftrange  conjunction  of  domi- 
nion and  flavery,  of  wifdom  and  folly,  of  dignity 
and  meannefs?  Why  are  the  little  thbgs  of  the 
world  fo  well  fitted  to  anfwer  the  ends  gf  their  crea- 
tion \  while  the  great,  for  whom  all  of  them  are 
made,  betray  (b  much  weaknefs,  and  fufTer  fo 
much  mifery  ?  How  docs  this  comport  with  the  in- 
finite^ wifUom,  goodneis,  and  power  of  the  Creator^ 
who  undoubtedly  could  have  made  U3  otherwife, 
if  he  had  pleated  fo  to  do?  * 

And  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  he  did. 
He  made  us  upright  j  but  we/ought  out  many  inventions  ^ 
We  could  not  poffibly  have  come  forth  from  the 
hands  of  an  infinitely  good  and  Almighty  Maker^ 
fuch  abominable,  fuch  wicked,  fuch  u^ppy  cres^-» 
tures,  as  we  are.  To  believe,  that  we  didp  i&  more 
irrational  and  impipus,  than  atheifm  itlelf* 

How  we  came  to  fall  into  this  ftatje  of  corruption 
and  niifety  by  the  tranfereflion  pf  ,^  covenant, 'made 
between  God  and  our ,  firft  parent  or  repiiefentative^ 
is  plainly  fet  forth  in  the  mofaic  hiftory^r  where  the 
origin  pf  moral  evil  or  iin,  and  of  the  univerfal  dip 
poution  in  all  men  ,tq  fin,  that  myftery  fo  unac^ 
countable  to  un^UTifted  reafon,  ^  cleared  up,  and 
charged  on  our  fro^doo),  that  is  oq  tt^e  highjdtt  jpet* 
fedlion  of  our  nature,  Jf  then  we  were,  and  ilill 
are,  free  to  do  good  or  evil^  though  more  .in- 
clinable to  evil,  dots  not  JtHj  if  we  conunit  it,  //> 
at  the  door? 

But 
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But  fince  it  is  as  plain  from  the  univeiial  preva* 
lence  of  comiption  and  fin,  that  we  did  originally 
&U,  as  it  is  from  daily  experience,  that  we  do  con- 
tinually fall;  in  what  light,  from  the  beginning,  muft 
we  have  ftood  before  our  Maker  ?  In  Aat  no  doubt, 
of  offending  children.  As  offenders,  divine  juftice 
muft  have  looked  on  us  with  an  eye  of  infinite  in- 
dignation, and  refolved  to  punifh  us  propbrdonably 
to  our  guilt  But  on  the  other  hand,  as  children, 
the  divine  goodnefs  mufl  have  beheld  us  widi 
equal  tendemefs  and  pity,  and  refolved  to  (hew  us 
tnercy . 

How  tlien  could  God  determine.  Muft  his  juftice, 
er  his  mercy,  take  placed  Muft  he  give  way  to  his 
indignation,  and  inflidt  that  punifhment,  which  the 
AHolated  majefty  of  his  being,  and  his  laws  demanded  } 
If  he  docs,  where  is  his  mercy }  Or  muft  he  firffer 
his  juftice  to  be  fwallowed  up  in  his  compafTion,  and 
give  a  full  and  free  pardon  ?  If  he  does,  where  is  his 
juftice  ?  Is  there  a  middle  way  ?  Can  God  fet  bounds 
to  his  attributes,  either  of  juftice  or  pity  ?  Can  he  be 
lefs  than  infinite  in  either }  Or  is  there  a  poiTibility  of 
infinitely  fati^ing  both  ?  Of  exading  the  rigour  of 
juftice  from  the  whole  human  race,  and  yet  fully  for- 
giving all  men? 

Yes,  for  this  difficulty,  fo  infinitely  furpaffing,  in 
the  conception  of  all  created  underftanding,  all  pof- 
fibility  of  (blution,  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the 
1x)ly  Triftity  have  found  a  perfeA  reconciliation.  A 
man  appears,  and  voluntarily  offers  to  fufler  and  an* 
fwer  for  all  the  reft  \  and  fuch  a  man  he  is,  that  God 
accepts  the  facrifice  of  his  life,  for  the  fins  of  the 
world. 

As  we  were  led  into  fin  by  our  firft  parent,  as 
we  became  corrupt  and  guilty  in  the  fight  of  God, 
through  the  (fifebcdience  ^  a  reprcfentative ;  it  feems 

reafonable. 
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FeafinabK  diat  a  ropi4bntative«  if  filch  there  imy 
1k^«lhcmki  itone  for  our  ^iilt»  aod  by  raffenng,  re« 
movcv  our  puniftiment.  Nay>  it  is  a^^reafopablc,  thai 
vre  fhpuld  becofne  righteous  by  impuieil  goodne&«  a« 
guihy  by  imputed  ^vc^. 

And  as  to  our  own  a£tual  fin$^  we  havii^  been  bc^ 
frayed  into  them  by  a  eorruption  of  our  nature,  derive 
id  from  t{ie  original  fidutiion,  merely  in  confequence 
of  God*s  own  appointment,  who  fent  us  into  being 
dirou^  a  natural  entail  of  that  corruption  ;^  it  appears 
moft  highly  agreeable,  not  only  to  the  goodnefs,  but 
the-  very  juftice  of  God,  that  if  a  reprefentative 
Riay  take  away  the  giuU  of  original,  he  niay  re? 
move  that  of  a£tilal  fin  Alio,  provided  it  ia  truly 
repented  of. 

But  in  order,  that  fin  may  be  truly  repented  cif, 
and  all  men  beoome  fit  objects  of  the  divine  mercy, 
by  a  thorough  reformation,  it  further  appears  to  b^ 
rcafonable,  that  the  new  reprefentative  (hould  not 
only  fufier  the  panifhmeixt  due  to  our  fins,  which 
ia  death,  hy\x.  fhoukl  likewife  \i\>deriake  to  create 
us  a*new,  and  iiiftead  of  fmful  cr&)tvire6^  as  we 
i»e  by  nature^  to  make  us  hol^.  and  good  in  the 
fight  of  God.  If  we  cootinue  in  fin,  we  cannot 
be  objects  of  mercy  at  any  rate,  npr  poffihly  be 
forgiven. 

V/ho  BOW  is  able  to  do  all  this  for  us  ?  Who 
can  ofier  a  fufiicieot  ranfom  and  atonem^t  for 
die  fins  of  all  mw  f  Who  is  ^ble  \o  create  us 
flr<new  f 

No  creature,  nor  tumber  of  created  beis^ 
ibdugh  ever  Q:>  highly  dignified,  can  atone  to  God 
for  the  fins  of  others.  They  cannot  fufFer  a  pur 
mfhment  proportioaabte  ta  the  |n%efty  of  him  who 
haih  been  offended ;  mnr  to  the.  importance  of 
(he  law  that  hath  been  violatsd  ^  nor  to  ^  iafoles^e 
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df  thole  who  have  refnid  tnAoite  goodnefs  wiih  an 
infioite  proTocation;  nor  to  die  dmger-of  fucht  at 
may  make  li^  of  fm^  in  oife  its  atonement  or 
punishment  ihould  not  a|)pear  to  be  of  the  girateft 
•weight. 

Befide«i  created  beings  have  nothing  of  tlieir  own. 
All  that  th^  are,  and  ail  that  they  enjoy^  is  the 
pure  gift  ot  God.  Whcre-withall  then  can  th^ 
make  a  proper  atonement  for  the  finalieft  of  their 
own  faults?  How  much  k&  can  they  do  it  f<ur 
the  moft  provcA^ing  crimes  of  others,  of  all  roan- 
kind  ? 

And,  if  they  can  make  no  atonement,  neith^  can 
they  pfcAune  to  interpde,  m  the  chanider  of  mo^ 
dtators^  between  God  and  their  fbllow-creaturea. 
The  moft  exalted  creature  in  heaven  would  con-* 
lider,  that  it  muil  r^  marey  than  he  coukl  oflfer, 
io  redt^m  tbt  /mils .  of  his  fellow  creatures,  and  fo 
would  hi  forced  to  lit  that  alone  for  ever. 

Nor  can '  any  being,  leis  than  God,  undertake  to 
create  mankind  over  again.  He  only,  by  wbom  all 
tbimgsweremjdej  and  without  whom  was  not  any  thing 
made^  that  was  made^  is  able  to  malce  the  new  creature^ 
to  make  all  things  new.  If  therefore  we  are  to  be 
redeemed  from  fin,  and  the  puni(hnnent  of  fin,  if 
we  are  to  be  made  new  creatures,  it  muft  be  by 
God  abne.  Our  teacher,  our  reprefentative,  our  (a- 
criiice  muft  be  truly  divine. 

But  were  it  poiiible  for  a  mere  creature  to  re- 
deem us,  God  would  never  admit  of  his  interpoft* 
tion*  nor  fii&r  him  to  do  it,  becaufe  by  that 
means  our  gratitude  and  love  muft  be  carried  off 
imm  God  to  the  work  of  his  hands,  and  all  men 
tai^ht  to  worjbip  the  creature^  even^  «r,  nay,  more 
thanj  the  Creator. 

To 
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To  fill  up  thefe  charafters  of  a  Creator  and 
Redeemer,  and  to  eflfefk  the  high,  and  otherwife 
impoffible,  purpofes  of  both,  the  fon  of  God,  the 
fecond  perfon  in  the  bleffed  Trinity  interpofes ;  and, 
that  he  may  by  the  word  6f  his  power  fpeak  us  into 
a  new  life,  and  fufFer  the  punilhmcnt  due  to  our 
fins,  becomes  flejb^  makes  bis  tahernack  among  men^ 
is  delivered  up  to  death  for  our  offences^  rifes  again 
for  our  jiiftification,  and,  placing  himfelf  at  the  right 
hand  of  his  father,  urges  the  merits  of  his  all-firffi- 
cient  facrifice  for  every  one  who  believes  in  him, 
and  efFeftually  hears  his  call  to  repentance 

Jeftis  ehrift  then,    by  dying  for  us  hath  made 
peace  between  God  and  us  ;  hath  procured  us  ad- 
mittance into  his   family  and  fervice;   hath,  both 
by  precept  and  example,  by  his  (ablMiths,  his  fa- 
craments,  his  minifters,  taught  us  how  to  ferve  him ; 
hath  by  his  grace  enabled  us  to  perform  whatfoever 
in  that  fervice  is  above  our  natural  ftrength ;  hath 
by  an  ailurance  of  eternal  rewards  and  punifliments, 
brought  over  defire  and  fear,-  our  ftrongeft  fprings  of 
aftion,  to  aflift   in  the  ftruj^les  of  virtue  againft 
temptation.     In   the  agony  of  that  death,  whereby 
fin  and  the  old  creature  are  deftroyed,  he  cries  vout, 
//  is  finijbed^  the  great  work  of  rooting  out  evil, 
.  and  fubduing  its  author,    is  finifhed  ;  and,  imme- 
diately on  his  rifing  from  the  dead,  he  cries,  behold  f 
I  make  all  things   new.      No  fooner  is  the  moral 
world  made  over  again,    than  a  new  heaven  and 
a  new  earth  are  fitted  to  it.     Man  is  a  new  crea- 
ture, and  confequently  all  other  things,  that  were 
made  for  him,   are   become  new  to  him.     Thefe 
things  that  lately  tempted  him  to  fin,  now  no  left 
powerf^illy  prompt .  him  to  gratitude,    to  love,    to 
piety,  to  pjcixincfs,  and   to  a  new  life. 

I  hope. 
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I  hopc>  by  this  time,  you  are  convinced,  that 
the  myftery  of  our  redemption,  when  toleraWy  un- 
derftood,  and  fairly  confidered,  not  only  juftifies  it- 
felf  to  right  reafon,  as  ncceflajry,  fo  that  Chrift^  the f on 
of  God  J  andfinlefs^  muft  needs  have  fijffered^  or  neither 
the  prophecies  could  have  been  fulfified,  nor  mankind 
faved ;  but  claims  alfo  the  wonder  and  adoration 
of  aJl  men,  who  may  fee  in  it  an  abyfs  of  mercy 
and  love,  not  lefs  profound  or  extenfive,  than  its 
wifdom.  How  does  the  underftanding  ftretch  td 
comprehend  this  wifdom!  How  (hould  .the  heart 
dilate  to  make  room  for  a  right  fenft  of  that 
love ! 

Was  it  thou,  the  wifdom,  the  word,  the  light, 
the  eternal  fon  of  God !  Who  from  the  beginning 
lay  in  the  hofom  of  the  Father!  Who  fat,  with 
him,  on  the  throne  of  heaven  in  unapproachable 
light  and  glory  !  Who,  with  him,  received  the 
hallelmahs  of  all  the  heavenly  hofts!  Hallelujahs 
paid  for  their  being,  and  that  of  all  the  worlds, 
the  thrones,  the  dominions,  the  principalities,  the 
powers,  that  were  created  in  thee,  by  thee,  and 
for  thee  !  Was  it  thou  who  came  to  (ave  us  from 
fin  and  all  the  horrors  of  the  pit !  to  make  us 
partakers  of  thy  holinefs,  and  of  thy  glory ! 

And  didft  thou,  from  the  higheft  heavens,  defcend 
into  this  nether  world,  and  take  on  thee  the  form  of 
a  Servant  (a  fervant,  not  only  to  thy  Father,  but  even 
to  us)  and  wajb  our  feet^  and  our  yet  more  filthy 
fouls  1  How  infinite  was  thy  humility  !  how  tender 
thy  pity  for  us  I 

And,  who  are  we  Lord!  that  thou  Jbouldftcome 
under  our  roof?  We  are  not  among  the  great  one$ 
of  thy  creation,  not  among  the  principaliti^  and 
powers;  no,  but  dull  and  aflies !  little!  weak! 
tboltfli!  vain  !  and  O  that  .this  were  all! 

O  Lord, 


O  Lord^  we  are  wicked  nKb!  rebela  in  grtm  a* 
gjiunft  ihy  Father  and  thee?  enemies!  aliens!  ua* 
gnrtefbt!  contemners  of  all  thy  infinite  bounty  lo  ds! 
fbiSth  Mi  under  Jtn^  who  have  chofen  to  iervethy 
adreriary  rather  than  thee !  and  prifonera  for  thia  in 
chains  and  darknefs^  under  the  juft  fenttnce  of  death 
temporal  and  eternal  \  And  art  thou  come  to  fave 
ludb  a  race  of  monfters  from  ourieh^es  !  from  that 
adveriary !  from  that  iestence  ?  O  mercy  infinite!  O 
myftery  of  mercy  tnconceivahle  ! 

And  what  haft  thou  done  to  iave  us  ?  What  is  the 
mice  thou  haft  laid  down  for  our  foula }  O  how  can 
It  be  told  ?  What  were  the  banilhments,  the  op- 
|ire0k>n»  the  poverty^  to  which  thou  waft  expoied, 
in  comparilbn,  to  tt^  perfecutions  and  accu&iions^ 
levelled  with  infernal  bittemefa  againft  thy  perftm 
and  character!  Wliat  were  thefe  perfecutions  and 
ac€U&tions»  to  thy  agony  in  the  garden^  when  by 
;hc  extreme  torture  of  thy  thoughts  the  blood  was 
fixrced  through  thy  pores !  Or  what  again  was  this» 
to  the  wei^t  of  all  our  fins»  and  the  wrath  of 
divine  jiuftice,  poured  at  once  upon  thy  head ! 
To  this^  death,  fuch  as  ours,  would  have  been 
iJeafore,  and  defpair,  joy.  It  would  have  been 
impoiTible  for  thy  human  nature  to  have  fuftained 
this  load,  or  withftood  the  violence  of  fuch  a  rack, 
had  not  the  divine' nature  upheld  the  human,  and 
liardened  it  for  the  horrible  encounter. 

And  now,  bkfled  Jefus,  having  accompanied  thee, 
but  O  at  too  great  a  diftance,  like  thy  firft  dtfciples, 
we  have  heard  the  falfe  accufatbns,  laid  againft  thee ; 
we  have  heard  the  popular  *  cry  fet  up  for  thy 
bkx)d ;  we  liave  heard  thy  judge  acquit  and  condemn 
thee  on  the  fame  evidence.  Now,  they  ftrip  thee! 
dotb  thee  again  in  purine,  as  a  mock-king!  and 
tind  thy  temples  widi  a  crown  of  thorns  I  Now  they 
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buSet  that  fac;r<9d  bt^u!,  where  infinite  wifdom  i$ 
feated !  Now  (hey  load  that  awful  face,  adored  by 
angels,  with  naufcous  fpittle'  Now,  they  tear  the 
fle(h  from  off  thy  bones  with  their  icourges!  All 
this  time,  we  hear  no  complaints  ncx*  anfwers  from 
thoei  thou  humble,  thou  hlent  Lamb  of  our  fahra- 
tion  I  Nay,  as  often  as  we  can  discover  thy  coun^ 
tenance  through  the  blood  and  fweat  and  fpittle 
which  befmcar  it,  we  behold  in  it  a  fettled  com- 
pofure,  mixed  with  compafHon  and  tendeme& 
What  dignity  in  thy  humility !  What  heroifin  ia 
thy  patience!  what  a  triumph  is  mercy  making 
over  malice! 

But  the  cro&,  that  altar  for  the  great  iacri- 
ficc,  is  now  prepared;  the  amazing,  the  melan* 
choly  proceiiion  fets  out  for  the  place  of  exccu* 
tion  ;  and  lo  thou  art  nailed  to  the  accurfed  tree,  for 
the  greater  reproach,  between  two  thieves.  Were  wc 
as  much  thy  members,  blefled  Jefus,  as  we  ought  to 
be,  we  fhould  feel  thefe  nails  as  keenly  as  thou 
didft.  Behold !  thy  murtherers  taunt  and  deride  thy 
agonies,  and  endeavour  to  prove  thee  not  to  be 
t&  fon  of  God,  nor  the  king  of  Ifrael,  by  the  re- 
proach of  thy  crofs  -,  and  fo  the  nobleft  inftance  of 
goodnefs,  that  ever  was  exhibited  to  mankind,  is 
reprefented  by  art  and  malice,  as  nothing  but  im- 
potence and  impofture.  Let  heaven  and  earth  at- 
tend to  thy  return  for  this,  as  to  a  found  more 
Aiblime  and'  fweet  than  that  which  is  fent  up  to 
the  throne  by  the  whole  cckftial  choir ;  Fatber^ 
forgive  tbem^  for  they  know  not  what  tbey  do.  O 
furely  thou  couldft  not  pray  in  vain  for  the  pardon 
of  fin,  now  made  thy  own,  at  the  inftant  of  a- 
toning  for  it  with  thy  blood.  If  this  thy  prayer 
was  not  heard  and  granted,  we  all  perifli  for  ever^ 
ina&nudi  as  we  all  have  joinal  in  the  adt  of  thy 
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murthcr.  Our  fins,  as  well  as  theirs,  have  Ipit  in 
thy  face,  buffeted  thee,  crowned  thee  with  thorns; 
we  as  well  as  they,  have  nailed  thee  to  the  crofs, 
have  laboured  to  di (honour  thee  in  the  fight  of 
infidels,  have  (hed  thy  precious  blood. 

What  other  words  arc  thofe  we  hear  from  thee, 
more  expreffive  of  mifery,  than  the  groans  of  the 
damned,  My  Gody  my  God^  why  baft  tbou  for/aken 
me!  Yet  in  thefe  words,  which  beyond  all  others 
ever  uttered,  mark  the  heinoufnefs  of  fin,  what 
confolation,  could  he  tafte  it,  for  him  who  dies  in 
defpair!  What  mull  fin  be,  which  drove  thee  to 
this?  How  (hall  he  be  loll,  who  hath  thee  for 
a  facrifice,  and  a  fellow  fufferer  ?  How  the  blood 
begins  to  ftagnate  in  thy  wounds !  What  a  ghaftly 
palenefs  overfpreads  thy  countenance  !*  How  thofe 
eyes,  that  have  often  fwom  in  tears  of  tendernefs 
for  the  mifcries  of'mankind,  now  roll  in  the  (hadows 
of  (Jeath,  of  voluntary  death,  fufFered  forour  (akes, 
and  by  bur  hands  ! 

Hah  !  What  cry  is  that!  What  darknefs!  What 
(baking  of  the  earth !  What  yawning  of  graves ! 
What  rending  of  rocks !  The  dead,  the  very  rocks, 
hear  thy  dying  cry,  O  Saviour  of  (buls !  The  fua 
hides  his  face  from  thy  death,  who  gave  him  being. 
Hell  feels  the  ftroke  of  that  death,  which  deftroys 
him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  and  roufing  her 
infernal  fires,  throws  the  upper  earth  into  convul- 
lions ! 

What  language  of  angels  can  do  juftice  to  the 
wonders  of  this  fcene  ?  If  we  have  but  hearts,  we 
want  not  their  tongues.  If  our  infinite  benefadlor^ 
who  fearches  the  heart,  reads  himfelf  beloved,  and 
fin  hated,  in  that  feat  of  our  affeftions,  then  it  is 
true  that  we  know  Chrift,  and  him  crucified. 

But  if  we  read,  or  hear  of,  his  death,  with  as 
little  concern,  as  we  do  that  of  Caefar,  or  with  lefs 

than 


Of  tbt  great  Sacrifice.  1,89, 

than  we  feel  for  that  of  a  favourite  charafter  in  a  ro- 
tnance*  what  ought  we  to  think  both  of  our  under- 
(landing/B  and  hearts  ? 

And  now,  that  the  extreme  heinoufnefs  of  fin 
18  more  fuliy  laid  open  by.  the  fufferings  of 
Chrift,  than  it  can  pofTibiy.  be  by  any,  or  all 
other  means  ^  by  even  the  torments  of  hell ;  what 
judgment  (hall  we  pais  on  purfelves,  and  our 
condition^  if  we  continue  in  fin,  if  we  love  it,  if 
we  even  prefer  it  to  Chrift  him&lf  ?  Nay^,  if  by  our 
repeated  aCts  of  wkkednefe  we  ungratefully  crucify 
him  afrefl],  and  put  him  to  open  (bame  again  ^  If 
by  ten  thousand  adts  of  the  kind  we  repeatedly  cru^ 
cify  him,  and  at  the  fame  time  mock  him  by  our 
profeifions?  This  is  going  further  than  ever  the 
unbelieving  Jews  did.  .  They  did  not  pretend  to  be 
in  earned,  as  we  do,  when  they  called  him  their 
King.  They  crucified  him  in  the  charadter  of  de- 
clared enemies ;  we  in  that  of  friends  and  worfhip- 
pers.  Tiiey  fulfilled  the  prophecies,  and  even  con- 
ciured  with  Chrift's  own  intention,  in  the  cruelties 
they  ezercifed  on  his  natural  body;  we  tranigrefs 
the  commandments  of  God,    and  difappoint  the 

gracious  intention  of  Chrift^  by  thofe  we  infii&  on 
is  fpiritual  body,  for  which  he  facrificed;  the  na- 
tural^  as  left  dear  to  him»  and  as  leis^  ^nfible  of 
pain. . 

Is  all  this  now  to  pais  as  pure  if}gratitude  ? 
Is  there  no  mixture  pt  fojlly  here  ?  Maj  fouls,  Co 
extremoly  vile  and  unwor|!hy,  hi^  thcmfelvcs  in 
their  ba&aeis,  and  always  take  inienfiSility  for 
iafety?  No,  no,  fin  muifl  end  in  mifery  ^  and  the 
fin  of  a  Chrifiian,  wilfully  treading  under  foot  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  to  the  keeneft  mifery.  Iq^pratimde 
therefore  of  this  dye  is  no(  fo  much  folly,  as  ip- 
fatuation,  or  hell  is  ao  longer  bell.  The  fufferings 
of  God  incarnate  defpifed,  and  wickednefs  con- 
tinually 
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tiniuil^  flun^  in  his  face,  by*  meti  \vfao  prafefs 
themfelves  hts  dilciples,  his  fervams,  his  worfliip- 
pers,  muft  meet  with  its  full  reward,  if  in  xhtit  pit 
of  fire  and  darkneis  there  are  tontients  fufficienc 
to  requite  fuch  wickednefs. 

What  muft  fin  be,  when  nothing  but  the  blood 
of  God's  only  fon  could  wafh  it  $way  ?  When 
God  rpared  not  hi«  only-begotten,  his  well-beloved 
Ibni  in  whom  he  was  well  pleafed,  but  poared  on 
him^  in  the  character  of  our  reprefentariye,  the 
vengeance  due  to  our  offences  ?  if  God  fparcd 
not  the  tmpmation  of  fm  in  hrs  fon,  how  fhall  he 
f|;mrefm  itfelf  in  us,  who  cannot  fm,  without  forcing 
a  new  nail  or  fpear  into  the  b<^y  of  Chrift  ? 
If/tn  tauld  dd  ff  mlicb  in  4  green  trec^  tohdt  muft 
si  dd  in  a  dty.  If  by  ouf  perfcvcranee  in  wickcd- 
neft  we  turn  the  facrifice  made  for  us  into  our. 
greateft  gnilt,  who  th^ll  atone  for  thi^  guilt  ?  What 
other  facftfice  do  we  look  for  ?  Who  wjH  offer 
higher  for  our  falvation,  than  Chrift  ?-  fP^bp  fljatl 
ceme  vfter  Godt 

It  is  impoluble  t6  be  faved  from  the*  ptlnifli- 
ment  of  iin,  without  b^ing  firft  fived  from  fm 
itfelf  As  Chrift  was  born  tor  the  tnie  ChfiftiatH 
fo  the  true  chriftian  U  bdrn  a-new  to  ;Ghrift  bf 
water  and  (be  ffnriL  But  this  fccond  birth  never 
takes  place,  till  the  old  man  dies  to  fm  for 
Chrift,  as  Chrift  did  forhtih.  ^   •  ^ 

F^afmntb  fben  as  Cbtift  hatb  p fired  Hot  vs  in 
tbe  Jlejb^  let  ut  mm  wtffehth  m'tb  tbt  uie;ih(nd^ 
/or  be  that  batb/nfertd  h  thk  -fiijb^  bafh  nHM  frpm 
Jin  i  that  4?e  m  mre  fhmid  Me  the  refi  wf  bh  tife  w  fbe 
fi^^  to  (be  lujlsifmen^  but  it  tbe  xjiritt  ^dvii.  Chtrlife 
canmtjt  be  hid  ttfitb  Cbr^t  in  God^  till  we  Ha^e  mer^ 
^fiedottr  wenib&s  v/Mcbare  upon  tbe  tattb^  til?  we 
arc  dead  to  this  world,  a<rt!  tnjf  flelMy   natutt, 
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till  wrr,  i^eOiims  are  fecJeenfrcd  frtm  tbhgs  mt 
fdrtbi  and  fct  on  things  abxrct.  We  muft  m^iify 
the  deeds  tf  tht  fiefi)^  if  we  would  live  the  life  of 
the  righteous,  fbey  that  are  Cbri^ s  have  (tutifiid 
ibe  affeaians  and  hfls.  It  is  true,  that  hy  the 
righteoujnffs  (if  one^  that  is  Chrifl,  ibefree  gtff  tati 
came  npm  all  men  unto  jtifiifficathn  t)f  life,  JVktrt 
fin  ahundcd^  grace  did  nturb  more  abtmnd.  tUsdt 
foall  we  fay  then  l  Shall  we  Jhty  rbdi  ^raet  m/$y 
abound  t  God  forhiJ.  How  flynit  tsfe^  th^t  are  dead 
io  fin^  live  /inj  longer  tberein  f  Know  toe  not^  ihia 
fo  many  of  as  as  were  baptfzed  into  JeJ)is  Cbrffi^  were 
baptized  intv  bis  dratbf  PP^e  ttrt  tbertfort  htried 
witb  bim  by  hapti/m  into  death ;  that  like  at  ChHM 
wot  raxfed  np  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  tf  the  A>- 
Aer^  even  Jo  we  al/o  0tottld  wttlk  in  newnejs  tf 
life  \  for  if  we  have  been  planted  together  into  ei^ 
Ukentfs  of  bis  death ^  we  /ball  be  affo  in  tbt  JiSkenefs 
ef  bis  refurreSficn  \  knowing  that  tfurr  old  man  is 
entered  with  bim^  that  the  body  of  fin  tnigbt  be  de- 
firayrd^  that  bentefmb  we  fhourd  not  feive  ftn^  fur 
be  that  is  dead  is  freed  from  fin.  Now^  if  toe  be 
dead  with  Chrifts  W  believe  that  toe  fbalt  atfo  live 
with  bim.  Lit  us  not  thertfore  fuffer  fin  to  reign 
otnj  hnger  in  tfur  mortal  body^  tbnt  wt  fbontd 
obey  it  in  the  kfis  thereof,  ftlkn  we  ^ere  the 
fertumts  ef  fin^  ^e  toere  free  frpm  rigbt(Oufnc;s  ;  but 
now  being  made  free  from  fin^  and  iecomefer*otnu  to 
Cnd^  toe  have  our  fhdt  unto  holinefs^  and  the  end 
OHHrMing  life. 

Inftead  of  ehcouraging  oirrfelvcs  in  vn^ccdnefs 
becMfe  Chijft  hach  aconed  for  it  by  his  deaths 
we  (tc  here,  that  the  ftrbngeft  atguftients  MA 
modves  for  ttpentance,  fbr  a  thorough  refotma- 
DDH  of  manmrs,  fot  a  tst\^  and  hoiy  iife,  are 
taken  from  that  very  death,  from   that  very  a- 
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toneraent.  Baptifm  is  but  an  empty  ceremony* 
a  cheat  put  on  ourfelves,  and  an  infult  offered  to 
Chrift,  in  his  own  (blemn  inftitution,  if  it  is  nor  con- 
fidered,  as  the  very  death  and  crucifixion  of  all  that 
is  vile  and  finful  in  us  ;  if  there  is  not  truly  in  it  a 
death  unto  ftn^  and  a  new  birth  unto  rigbteoufnefs. 
To  what  purpofe  iwould  it  be  to  call  men  out 
of  this  world,  to  bring  them  into  God's  family,  to 
make  them  his  children,  and  to  place  them  round 
his  table  ^  if  no  change  is  to  be  made  in  them, 
if  they  are  (till  to  be  conformed  to  this  worlds  if 
they  may  ftill  be  flaves  to  their  flefhly  corrup- 
tions, if  they  may  continue,  as  before,  the  children  of 
God*s  enemy  ?  the  children  of  God  muft  fear  and  love, 
mufl  obey,  muft  refemble,  their  Father,  or  they  can  be 
his  only  in  name  and  pretence.  There  is  nothing  furer 
than  that  our  baptifm  is  a  charter  of  ineftimable  pri- 
vileges^ but  it  is  as  fure,  that  thofe  privil^s 
are  held  only  by  the  fuit  and  fervice  of  a  truly 
chriftian  life,  contrafted  for  and  vowed  at  the  time 
when  we  were  waQied,  and  new  cloathed,  for  the 
train  of  our  heavenly  King. 

This  do^rtne  will  {tartle  many  -,  as  it  will,  to 
afTure  them,  th^^t  Chrid  died  not  for  them,  as 
on  this  day,  unlefs  t|iey  will  die  for  him.  He 
kept  this  folemnity,  for  the  firft  time,  in  tor* 
ture  of  body,  in  anguifh  of  foul,  in  a  baptifm 
of  blood,  in  the  horrors  of  death  ;  and  can  we 
keep  it  in  lukewarmnefs,  in  indifference,  in  eafe 
and  fecurity,  in  a  life  like  the*  reft  of  this 
world  ?  If  we  can,  we  arc  none  of  his;  we 
feel  i)ot  with  him9:  i^either  the  fliarpnefs  of  bis 
pains,  nor  the  weight  of  our  own  fins;  we  are 
hot,  cannot  be  memberfi  of  his  body. 

No,  were  we  all  one  body  of  Chrift,  as  in  one 
body  there  can  be  but  one  mind,    we  (hould  all 

be 
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[>e  animated,  all  governed  by  the  mind  which 
is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  that  divine,  that  holy,  that 
almighty  mind,  which  fuggefts  the  thoughts, 
forms  the  refolutions,  and  regulates  the  adtipns, 
of  every  man,  in  whom  it  prefides.  There  is 
no  wider  nor  more  diftinguilhable  difference, 
than  that  between  the  mind  of  .Chrift,  and  the 
mind  of  the  unregenerate.  The  difhoneft  have 
not  his  mind,  which  is  truth  and  light  itfelf. 
The  incontinent  have  not  his  mind,  for  he  is 
purity  in  perfcAion.  The  proud  have  not  the 
mind  of  Chrilt,  who  wafhed  the  feet  of  his 
own  difcipj^s.  The  revengeful  have  not  the 
mind  of  Chrift,  who  loved,  prayed  for,  and 
healed  his  enemies.  The  defpifer  of  God*s  word, 
the  breaker  of  his  f^bbath,  the  negle£ter  of  his 
table,  have  not  the  mind  of  Chrift,  are  by  no 
means  united  to  his  body,  inafmuch  as .  it  is 
by  thefe  that  the  mind  and  fpirit  of  Chrift 
conveys  itfelf  through  all  the  true  and  living 
members  of  that  body.  The  idolizer  of  his 
own  reaibn  hath  not  the  mind  of  Chrift,  who 
had  infinite  wifdom  and  humility  together  1 
whereas  in  this  man  there  is  nothing  but  ig- 
norance and  conceit,  or  he  could  never  have 
formed  an  high  opinion  of  his  own  under- 
ftanding. 

All  thefe  are  more  or  lefs  difpofed  to  in* 
fidelity,  and  particularly  to  take  offence  at  the 
crofs  of  Chrift.  The  diflioneft  worldling  can-* 
not  think  of  forfaking  all,  and  following  Chrift 
with  a  crofs  on  his  flioulders.  The  inconti* 
nent  19  with  difficulty  brought  to  believe,  that 
God  requires  the  denial  and  mortification  of 
paflions,  made  by  himfelf  a  part  of  our  nature. 
The  proud,   who  will  not  fuffer   the  fmaUeft 
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incoDvenienoe  from  bis  inferiors,  cannot  believe, 
that  God  could  ftoop  to  fuch  indignities  from 
men.  The  ilUnatured,  who  will  even  take  pains 
to  hurt  and  afflict  others,  cannot  conceive,  riiat 
any  being  could  fuflfer  fo  much  to  make  others 
happy.  The  revengeful  who  is  fo  delighted 
with  retorting  injuries,  hath  no  notion,  thatchrtft 
meant  to  fave  his  murtherers.  The  conceited 
difputer  of  this  world  cannot  (ee  the  neceffity 
of  an  atonement  for  one  fo  righteous,  nor  of 
inftru Aion  for  one  (b  wife,  as  he  is  i  and  what 
he  cannot  fee,  he  will  not  believe. 

And  are  all  thefe  to  be  ftruck  ^  the  lift  of 
ChriftiansP  Moft  furely,  if  they  continue  the 
fame,  or  the  Holy  Spirit  knows  not  what  a 
Chriftian  is.  This,  you  will  fay,  thins  the 
Chriflian,  and  crowds  the  heathen  workl  pro- 
digioufly.  Do  not  roiftake  the  matter,  as  to 
the  addition,  you  feem  to  imagine  will  be  here- 
by made  to  the  number  of  heathens.  If  you 
are  one  who  think  to  take  the  benefit  of  this 
difmifs,  you  will  be  grievoufly  difappointed. 
You  have  feen  the  light,  and  mud  account  for 
it.  You  fly  from  it,  becaufe  it  makes  manifeft 
and  reproves  your  evil  deeds ;  or  you  bravo  it 
with  an  open  perfeveranoe  in  works  of  dark- 
nefs;  and  do  you  hope  to  herd  amon^  the 
heathens  who  are  to  receive  the  faialkft  num- 
ber of  ftripcs } 

The  wicked  heathen  (hews  himfelf  unworthy 
of  the  xeafon  beftowed  on  him,  forgetful  of  the 
high  rank  he  b  placed  in  by  his  Maker,  and 
ungrateful  for  all  be  enjoys,  or  rather  abuAs. 
In  all  thefe  refpcds  you  are  as  culpable  as  he  ; 
and  befides,  bavifig  keen  once  enligbtened^  and  having 
iafted  the  gwd  w^rd  of  God^  yon  fell  a%f>ay  iotb 
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m  principieand  pradice,  crucifying  tP  yoMrfelf  tin 
/ra  of  God  ^rtfb^  and  futiing  bim  to  afenjbame. 
The  heathen  finned  without  the  l^t;  you  a- 
gwnft  it.  He  knew  not  the  truth;  you  Md 
it  m  unngbitwfnefs.  He  abufed  this  workl, 
and  bis  own  nature ;  you  have  done  the  fame ; 
and  over  and  above»  have  trodden  under  fmt 
tbe  fon  of  Gad^  bavt  counted  the  blood  of  tko 
covenant  an  unb$ly  tbing^  and  have  done  defpigbt 
unto  tbe  ffirit  of  Grace.  Of  bam  mmb  for  or 
fttniftmient  tbertfore  ft>aU  you  be  tbougbt  wortby^ 
againft  whom  both  tbe  works  and  tbe  wotad 
of  God  bear  witnefs,  and  cry  aloud  for  ven» 
geance?  The  bountiful  iatentions  of  God  tbe 
creator  oniy  have  failed  in  the  heathen;  they* 
together  with  the  infinitely  gracious  purpofes 
of  God  the  Redeemer,  have  been  difappointed 
in  you ;  hitherto  difappomted,  I  mean ;  for  if 
you  will  even  yet  open  your  eyes  fo  die  light*  . 
and  turn  your  tootfteps  into  the  paths  of  (£id» 
you  will  nndy  that  tbe  prayer  of  Chrift  for  yoa 
on  the  crofs  was  heard,  and  that  tbe  mercy  if 
God  enduretb  for  ever. 

We  are  all  ready  enoii^  to  cry  out  upoa 
the  cowardice  of  all  our  Saviour's  apoftles*  and 
ihe  treachery  of  one^  upon  the  malice  of  hb 
McuferS)  the  iniquity  of  his  judge,  the  croeltyr 
of  his  executioners ;  but  do  na  coofider*  that^ 
in  all  this,  we  condemn  ourlelves.  What  dan- 
ger dare  we  face,  what  man  of  power,  what 
hidion,  have  we  the  boldneft  to  oppofe,  for 
Chrift  and  his  religion?  How  fioall  muft  be 
that  Aim  of  money,  or  that  worUly  intereftt 
that  cannot  bribe  us  to  betray  the  caufe  of 
Chrift  and  his  church,  the  caate  of  truth  and 
virtue,  which  was  dearer  to  him  dMQbis  life? 
O  z  And 
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And  how  little  of  Judas*s  remorfe  do  we  feel 
for  it,  when  it  is  done?  How  artfblly  is  bis 
divinity  undermined  among  us,  and  all  his  mi* 
racles  charged  with  impofture,  by  (brae;  while 
the  reft  of  us  ftand  by  as  unconcerned,  as  we 
could  do,  had  we  never  called  ourfelves  by 
his  name?  How  carelefly  do  we  fit  in  Judg- 
ment on  the  merits  of  bis  cau(e;  and  after  a 
mere  cold  acquittal,  with  little  or  no  notice  taken 
of  the  infinite  good  he  hath  done  among  us, 
give  him  up  to  the  outrage  of  his  eneniies? 
Hbw  do  we  mock  him  with  our  hypocritical  pro- 
feflions?  How  bufiet-  him  with  our  bitter  dif- 
putes?  How  fpit  in  his  face,  how  mangle  his 
flefti,  how  deluge  his  blood,  how  crucify,  how 
murther  him,  with  our  crimes!  How  we  a<fl 
over  again  the  dreadful  tragedy  of  this  day  f 
How  the  light  fickens !  How  darknefs  fpreads  itfelf 
over  the  whole  earth  ! 

O  return,  return,  thou  eternal  light,  into  our 
underftanding.  O,  return,  return,  thou  life,  thou 
warmth  of  the  (bul,  into  our  hearts.  Shew  us 
our  vilenefs;  revive  our  piety;  with  thee  let 
us  die  to  this  world,  with  thee  let  us  arife 
to  a  new  life;  and  to  thee,  with  the  Father,, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit,  (hall  be  afcribed  all  might, 
majefty,  dignity,  and  dominion, .  now,  and  for 
c;vermore.    Amen. 


D  1  S- 


DISCO  U^RSE  XI. 

The  Neccffity  and  Efficacy  of  Spi- 
ritual Nourifhment 


St.  John,   vi.  50. 

This  is  the  bread  wbicb  cometb  down  from  beaven^ 
tbat  a  man  may  eat  thereof y  and  not  die. 

IT  is  agreed  upon  by  the  generality  of  thofe 
who  luve  confidered  the  matter  with  the 
greateft  attention,  that  no  creature  of  God 
can  fubfiil  a  (ingle  moment  without  the  aid  of  his 
fupporting  hand.  The  fun  Ihines,  and  the  rain 
defcends,  as  he  diredks.  The  plants  grow,  and 
animals  live,  upon  the  fupply  of  that  nourifti* 
ment,  which  he  affords  them.  The  eyes  of  all 
therefore  wait  upon  him,  and  be  giveth  them  their 
meat  in  due  feafon.  He  openetb  his  handy  and  fil- 
letb  all  things  living  with  pknteoufnefs.  ^ He  giveth 
fodder  to  the  cattle^  and  feedetb  the  young  ravens 
that  call  upon  him.  Nothing  is  indepen(^t,  but 
himfelf. 

If  creatures,  void  of  reafon,  do,  in  fome  fenfe, 
even  pr^  for  their  daily  breads  why  (hall  not  we 

much 
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much  rather  do  it^  who  are  by  adoption,  the  diil- 
dren  of  the  great  provider ;  and  who  know  our 
abfblute  dependence  on  him  ? 

As  our  nature  is  made  up  of  a  ibul  and  a  body, 
fo  we  ftand  in  daily  need  of 'a  diftin£t  idnd  of 
foodl  for  each*  CMtifiifal  fiipplies  of  both  are  ne* 
ceflary  to  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  life  of  every 
Chriftian,  and  their  efie£ts  and  circumftances  are 
alito. 

In  (peakins  therefore  of  the  fpiritual  food, 
which  1  intend  for  the  fol^edk  of  mis  diicourfe,  I 
(hall  take  frequent  occafion  to  explain  the  nature, 
and  pre(s  the  necdSity  of  it,  from  the  exa£t  relem- 
btance  it  bears  to  that  of  the  body,  a  refemblance 
authorifed  by  Chrift  and  his  holy  feint,  and  confe- 
quently  affording,  not  only  the  mou  lively  illuftrati- 
ons,  but  ailments  alfo  (kflident  far  our  convidtion. 

Now  wc  are  to  obferve  here  at  the  entrance^ 
that  in  taking  this  food  of  the  (bul,  which  we  do 
more  efpecially  in  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fup- 
per,  we  at  once  endeavour  to  nourifh  in  ourfelves 
the  priocif^  of  eternal  life,  and  to  <^!er  up  dfi 
the  altar  of  our  great  benefador,  an  ai6t  or  proof 
of  gratitude,  reqiured  and  accepted  by  him  for 
the  higfieil:  inftaoce  of  mercy,  which  he  could 
give,  oc  wc  receive. 

As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  heads,  wherein  the  fpi- 
ritual intereft  and  life  of  our  fouls,  rather  thaa 
our  gra,titude,  is  concerned ;  we  are  to  take  no- 
tice, that  piety  and  virtue,  the  health  and"  life  of 
the  ibul  can  no  more  be  maintained  without  the 

Sace  of  God,  which  is  their  proper  food,  than 
e  health  and  life  of  the  body,  without  ordinary 
meat  and  drink. 

We  are  further  to  take  notice,  that  continual 
fupplies  are  as  neceilary  in  the  one  cafe,  as  in  tiie 
other.  God  might,  it  is  true,  in  either  cafe, 
have  made  once  feeding  fufficient  for  ever ;    but 

then 
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then  we  flioiuM  hafve  forgot  onr  dependence  on 
him.  To  prevent  this;  he  hath  put  us  on  daily 
ftippties,  hath  fo  bounded  both  ttw  heart  and 
ftogiach  of  a  man,  that  die  hope  of  fupporting 
the  fpiritual  life  within  us  for  ever  by  once 
only  leceiving  the  grace  of  God^  would  be  as^ 
?ain  as  the  hope  or  living  here  fin:  twenty  yeari 
hi  health  and  ftrength  on  one  meal. 

Our  outward  health  and  life  depend  on  continu-i 
•1  recruits  of  nouriflunent,  thrown  into  the  fto<* 
mflch,  there  digefte^  asid  thence  feht  ofTinso  the 
▼arioas  partsof  the  body.  Not  Ids  neceflary  to 
•ulr  inward  healdi  dnd  lire  are  perpetual  fupplies  of 
pious  meditation^  devout  appnsaches  to  God^  and 
vigorbus  reibhitions,  duly  matured  in  the  heart, 
ifd  dience  di^enfed  in  plenty  through  all  th^ 
powers,  p^ons  and  aifeftions  of  the  man.  The 
Ibul  lives  on  thouj^c,  aathe  body  does  on  meat 
and  drink;  but  to  live  for  ever,  it  mufl  benou- 
liflied  with  good  thouj^ts,  which  nothing,  but 
the  divine  grace,  can  either  fugged,  or  bring  to 
perfection.  The  word  of  Ood,  and  our  own  ex* 
perienoe,  lave  us  no  room  to  doubt  of  this  truth. 
We  are  therefore  never  to  forget  our  feeder,  left 
we  ihould  prove  ourfdves  more  bnitiflily  fbolifh, 
than  the  dqg  or  ox.  It  is  eafy  for  you  to  judge, 
what  muft  become  of  that  Ibul  which  prefers  the 
body  to  itfelf,  which  like  other  animals,  is  careful 
to  teek  for  bodily  food,  but  thinks  of  nothing 
hi|^.  Can  diis  be  the  property  of  him,  who 
floes  ereft,  and  lifts  his  face  towards  the  heavens  f 
Of  him  who  is  indu^  with  reafon,  whofe  foul  is 
intended  for  immortality  ? 

By  die  desth  of  Chrift  we  are  redeemed,  and  in 
his  iaft  fupper  the  benefits  of  that  death  are  con- 
veyed to  UB  under  the  notion  of  fpiritual  food,  for 
he  bids  vmeal  Ins  bodfsnd  drink  bis  bloody  not  cor-- 
pcmlly,  for  the  fpod  is  not  intended  for  our  bodies, 

but 
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but  fpiritually,  inafmuch  as  his  flefli  is  meat  imkedi 
and  nis  blood  drink  indeed,  for  the  (bul. 

Our  heinous  offences,  whereby  the  anger  of 
God  is  juftly  kindled  againfl  us,  have  made  a  pro- 
pitiation neceflary.  The  dependence  and  infirmi- 
ty of  our  nature  have  made  the  aids  of  God*s 
Holy  Spirit  as  neceffary.  In  the  bleifed  facrament 
we  plead  the  great  atonenient,  and  at  the  fame 
time  receive  continual  reinforcements  of  thofe 
aids.  Both  are  adniiraWy  reprefentcd  in  this  ordi- 
nance. The  breaking  and  pouring  out  of  the  de- 
ments convey  to  xis  a  lively  notion  of  our  Saviour's 
body  mangled,  and  his  blood  (hed  on  the  crofs; 
nor  do  they,  as  common  meat  and  drink,  lefs  apt- 
ly figure  to  us  that  heavenly  food  of  God's 
grace,  whereby  our  fouls  are  nourifhed  to  eternal 

Nor  do  they  only  rcprefent ;  they  alfo  convey 
the  food,  and  apply  the  merit  of  his  fecrificc, 
direftly  to  the  foul  of  every  worthy  receiver,  that 
IS,  of  every  truly  penitent  and  believing  receiver. 
But  as  a  body,  whofe  appetite  is  palled,  and  di- 
geftion  loft^  can  neither  receive  pleafure  nor  nou- 
rilhment  from  the  beft  fort  of  food;  lb  a  foul, 
whofe  faith  is  dead,  and  whofe  religious  warmths 
are  extinguiftied,  can  receive  no  (atisfadtion,  no 
recruit  of  ftrength  from  the  (acramental  repall:. 
The  death  of  Chrift  cannot  atone  for  unrepented 
fins,  nor  can  his  grace  feed  a  foul  that  can  find 
no  favour  in  it.  On  the  contrary,  as  .the  moft 
wholefome  food  turns  to  corruption  in  a  vitiated 
ilomach  and  a  diftempered  body,  fo  the  bread  of 
eternal  life  becomes  poifon  to  a  ftubborn  and  un- 
broken heart,  and  is  the  caufe  why  many  are  weak 
and  Jickly^  and  many  fleep. 

Some  therefore  abfent  themfdves  from  the  table 
of  the  Lord,  as  if  the  damnation  threatened  by  St. 

Paul 
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Paul  to  the  unworthy  receiver,  were  more  to  be  fear- 
ed, than  the  fentence  of  death  eternal,  pronounced 
on  him  who  does  not  receive,  by  our  Lord  i  thefe 
woids,  verily  J  verily  ^  I  fay  unto  you^  be  that  eatetb 
not  the  fiejb  of  the  fon  of  many  and  drinketb  not 
bis  bloody  batb  no  life  in  bim. 

All  the  ill  efFeffas  of  unworthily  receiving  this 
iacrament  are  fufFered,  and  the  fins  too  committed, 
by  not  receiving.  He  who  does  not  receive, 
makes  himfelf,  for  the  time,  a  Itranger  to  all  thofe 
neceflary  meditations,  felf-examinations,  devoti- 
ons, watchings,  which  call  down  the  grace  of 
God,  and  give  it  growth  in  the  heart  of  a  Chrifti- 
an.  Beiides,  not  receiving  is  a  more  diredt  tranC- 
greflion  of  Chrift's  commandment,  than  receiving 
unworthily,  and  (hews,  at  leaft,  an  equal  indiffe* 
rence  for  his  body  and  blood.  T:he  neglefter  of 
this  moft  holy  ordinance  cuts  himfelf  off  from  the 
catholic  church,  and  all  its  privileges,  particularly 
from  the  communion  of  faints  and  the  means  of 
grace,  while  he  lets  himfelf  loofe  to  every  tempta- 
tion, and  every  criminal  liberty,  with  which  the 
watchful  enemy  can  buffet  an  unguarded  heart. 
He  proclaims  peace  with  his  fins,  and  war  with 
God.  This  is  that  death  of  the  foul  fpoken  of 
by  our  Saviour,  which  differs  not,  but  in  name, 
from  the  damnation,  menxioned  by  the  apoftle. 
Why  are  tlie  words  of  St.  Paul  more  minded,  in 
this  cafe,  than  thofe  of  Chrift  ?  Do  they  not  figni- 
fy  the  fame  thing  ?  Are  they  not  equally  terrible  f 
Or  is  there  any  other  way  to  avoid  the  precipice 
Qn  either  hand,  but  by  going  conflantly  to  the 
Lord's  table  with  a  truly  penitent  and  believing 
heart  ? 

No,  but  then  this  requires  fbme  pains  by  way 
of  preparation ;  whereas  Haying  away  is  only  an 
tafy  negledt.     Going  is  giving  up  all  our  fins, 

per- 
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perhaps  the  greater  part  of  our  iatarefts  tnA  plesh 
fures ;  but  b^  abfenting  ourielves  we  can  wanton 
in  thefe^  purfue  tho^,  and  avoid  the  painful 
mortification  of  repentance,  and  of  changing 
both  our  nature  and  our  habits. 

There  are  many  however,  who,  thoi^  th^ 
firmly  believe  in  the  abfcdute  necdfity  of  this  (pi- 
rituaifood,  yet  cannot  be  perfuaded,  that  frequeilt 
feedinjg  on  it  is  as  neceflfary ;  and  fo  repair  to  it 
but  once  or  twice  in  the  year,  and  that  but 
coldly,  as  to  a  repaft,  they  have  no  great  relifli 
to. 

Neverthelefe,  coldly  as  they  then  attend  it  for 
want  of  an  haWtual  fpirit  of  piety,  1  will  go  no 
further,  than  to  their  own  breails,  for  a  convincing 
proof,  that  frequent  receiving  is  neceflary.  Tell 
me,  you  who  make  this  unhappy  plea  againft  the 
expre(s  commandment  of  your  Lord,  do  you  noit 
find  yourfelf  a  better  man,  more  watchful  over 
your  own  ways,  and  more  guarded  agatnft  temp* 
tadons  of  all  kinds,  for  ibme  time  before  and  af» 
ter  receiving,  than  in  the  other  parts  of  your  life. 
Anfwer  this  queftion  honeftly  to  yourfelf,  and 
then  further  fay,  whether  it  would  not  be  happy 
for  you,  if  you  were  always  as  good  a  man,  and 
if,  in  order  to  it,  you  were  to  receive  this  blefled 
facrament  every  day  of  your  life.  But  in  »fe 
you  are  not  very  much  a  better  man  for  recaving ; 
it  is  owing  only  to  your  receiving  fo  (eidom.  Try 
the  experiment.  Be  a  conftant  and  careful  com- 
municant for  one  year  \  and  my  feul  for  youifiy 
you  will  find  your  refolutions*  better  fup|>ortedy 
your  temptations  greatly  bafBed,  and  your  piety 
more  enlivened,  invigorated.  Pleafure  will  fuc- 
ceed  to  dryne&  in  your  heart,  and  pedee  in  the  Ho* 
ly  Gboft  will  take  the  glace  within  you  of  a  war 
^iih  God  and  goodnefs. 

Pleafure, 
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Ffeafure,  you  know,  comes  with  habit,  and 
hahit  with  repeated  adbi.  We  are  apt  to  think 
oftta  of  that  which  pleafes^  and  not  le(s  apt  to 
fed  an  encreafe  of  this  pleafure  on  a  long  conti- 
nuance of  that  thinking,  which  in  proportion  as 
it  produces  an  additional  degree  of  love  to  the 
ob|edt  thought  on,  produces  likewife  an  equal 
dqgite  of  averfion  to  its  oppofite,  if  fuch  there 

A  mind,  ^  unhappy  as  to  fix  its  thoughts  on 
an  hurtful  or  feducing  object,  we  fee,  fuflfers  in 
pdnt  of  virtue,  juft  as  a  body  does  in  point  of 
health,  when  the  depraved  appetite  is  accuftomed 
to,  and  pleafed  with,  unwholefome  food.  Such  a 
msnd  equally  hates  virtue,  and  loves  vice.  The 
videos  entertainment,  wherewith  it  feeds  itfelf, 
becomes,  at  once,  its  delight  and  its  deftru^tion. 
It  preys  on  corruption,  is  &tiated  with  carried],  and 
faloatod  with  the  [xinciples  of  death. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mind  which  hath  wifely 
chofen  to  feed  itfelf  with  virtuous  thoughts,  en- 
joys a  ftate  of  fpiritual  health  and  ftrength,  re- 
fembKng  the  fbundnefs  of  that  body,  whereof  the 
appedte  is  ufed  to,  and  pleafed  with  wholefomc 
food.  This  mind  equally  hates  vice,  and  loves 
virtue.  In  this  mind,  good  thpughts  are  perpe- 
tualfy  producing  good  refolutions,  and  thofe  again, 
0ood  actions,  unfading  pleafures  attend  each 
fiep  of  this  happy  (Mrogrefs ;  pleafures,  that  not 
only  comfort  the  heart,  but  take  in  the  whole 
man^  carry  the  underftanding  with  them,  and  ra- 
vi(b  the  very  confcience.  This  is  breathing  the 
air,  as  well  as^eating  the  food  of  heaven. 

However  in  thofe  minds,  who  are  habituated  to 
the  rrioft  refined  and  religious  ways  of  thinking, 
fb  many  evil  thoughts,  and  fometimes  even  fmful 
habits  of  thinking  have  crept  in  during  their  un- 

giiarded 


ft04  ^t^  Nccejfity  and  Efficacy 

guarded  hours ;  and  the  enemy  hath  (own  fo  much 
taries  amons  their  wheat,  while  they  flept,  that 
great  watchnilnefs  and  care  to  weed  out  thefe,  and 
encourage  the  good  feed,  are  become  neoeflary, 
left,  when  the  harveft  arrives,  the  heavenly  rapers 
fliould  find  a  crop  more  fit  for  the  fire,  than  for 
the  gardners  of  God. 

And  that  the  bread  of  life  may  not  be  wanting 
to  minds  thus  prepared  for  it,  we  muft,  at  every 
opportunity,  repair  to  the  Lord's  table,  who  fatij- 
jutb  tbt  empty  foul^  and  filletb  the  hungry  foul 
with  goodne/s.  It  is  impoflible,  he  (hoilld  live 
for  ever,  who  goes  not  thither ;  and  moft  highly 
improbable,  that  he  who  goes  but  feldom  (hould 
feed  the  principle  of  eternal  life  in  himfclf  during 
a  long  famine,  and  that  often  recurring,  erf*  its 
necf  ffary  nouriftiment.  As  the  ftomach^  {o  the 
Ibul,  by  too  long  a  faft  lofes  its  appetite  and 
power  of  digeftion.  In  long  intcrruptiotis  of  fclf- 
examination,  of  ferious  refle£tion,  and  of  clofe 
commimication  with  the  fountain  of  ftrength,  evil 
habits  gain,  and  good  ones  lofe  ground ;  confd- 
ence  is  laid  afleep,  and  the  foul  ftarved  out  of  all 
its  vigour. 

He  who  makes  a  long  journey,  efpecially  if  his 
road  lies  upward,  .ought  to  be  ftrong  and  a£tive ; 
and,  in  order  to  fumcient  ftrength,  (hould  have 
frequent  and  plentiful  refreftiments  on  the  way. 
The  traveller  to  heaven  particularly  ought  to  con- 
fider  how  for  th^t  place  is  from  him,  now  high  it 
is  above  him,  and  what  necefTity  there  is,  that  he 
(hould,  as  often  as  poffible,  have  recourfe  to  that 
gracious  provider,  who  faith,  come  unto  me  all  ye 
that  traveland  are  heavy  laden^  and  I  will  refrejb 
you.  Without  this  refre(hment,  the  (bul  will  (bon 
faint  and  give  up ;  and  as  there  is  no  ftanding  ftill, 
will  be  tempted  by  the  (inoodineis  and  down-hill 

tendency 
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tendency  of  the  contrary  road,  into  that  common 
jaunt  ot  pleafure  which  ends  in  hell. 

A  real  Chriftian  cannot  be  Ions  abfent  from  the 
focrament,  becaufe  he  knows,  that  without  holi- 
neis  no  roan  (hall  fee  the  Lord  ;  that  holinefs  with- 
out grace  is  impoffible,  and  that  grace  is  not  to  be 
expected  fmm  God^  its  only  difpenfer,  but  in  the 
way  of  his  own  appointment.  He  is  perfcdtly 
fenfible  of  all  this,  and  therefore  never  ablents 
himfelf  from  the  table  of  God. 

But  there  areodier  Chriftians  who  believe  it  as 
well  as  he,  who  yet,  by  one  temptation  or  ano- 
ther, are  often,  nay,  for  the  greater  part  of  their 
Uvea,  hindered  to  receive ;  that  is,  there  are  a  fort 
of  Chriftians,  who  have  ^ood  principles  only  to 
condemn  their  bad  practices.  That  Chrift  will 
not  acknowledge  fuch  as  his,  we  have  his  own 
word  for  it,  for  of  all  thofe  who  conilantly,  or  ge- 
nerally abfent  themfelves  from  his  table,  there  is  not 
a  iingle  one,  who  in  other  refpedts  leads  the  life 
of  a  Chriftian.  Though  therefore  they  may  lay  to 
him  at  the  laft  day,  Lordj  have  we  not  believed  in 
tby  name^  and  in  thy  name  caft  out  devils^  he  will 
anfwer,  /  know  ye  not ;  depart  from  me^  ye  that 
work  iniquity^  ye  that  have  broken  my  command- 
ment, and  cut  yourfelves  off  from  my  body. 

Dreadful  words  from  our  redeemer  and  judge ! 
fiom  him  who  is  our  fliepheid,  our  fponfor,  our 
phyfician,  our  fpiritual  commander,  our  Lord  and 
mafterl  from  him  who  hath  purdiafed  us  with  his 
precious  bkxxl !  Where  can  the  Chriftian  (heep 
hope  for  paftiue  and  protection  from  the  wolf^ 
but  in  the  endofures  of  Chrift  ?  Where  (hould  the 
children  of  God  look  for  their  daily  bread,  but  at 
lus  table,  through  whom  they  are  adopted,  who  ia 
their  fecmity  with  the  father,  and  who  muft: 
cither  feed  them,  or  give  them  up  ?  Where  Ihould 
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the  fidcly  fold  apply  for  tnedtcme,  but  at  his 
hands,  who  alone  can  heal  it }  To  wiitt  ip^a2iiie» 
but  that  flored  up  £br  him  by  the  captain  of  his 
falvation,  (hould  the  fpirituai  Ibldier  have  rocoiufe 
for  military  provifiooe  ?  Whofe  invicatioos  ffaould 
he  attend,  or  whofe  commands  obey,  who  hadi 
been  bought  offfrf^n  the  (lavery  of  fin,  apd 
brought  into  the  free,  the  honourable,  and  ha|^ 
iervice  of  God,  but  thofe  of  his  gracious  purcM* 
fer  ?  And  as  this  purchafe  is  made  by  the  blood  of 
his  redeemer,  where,  but  in  the  cup  of  Ueflifigt 
can  he  find  the  price,  wluch  be  is  to  pqy  em 
plead  for  his  ibul. 

There  is  not,  that  I  know  of^  any  one  relacioo 
we  ftand  in  to  God,  as  Chriftians,  that  does  not 
make  a  conftant  and  careful  attendance  on  die 
Lord's  fupper,  a  neceflary  and  inditpenfiUe  duty, 
fer  he  hath  commanded  it,  as  the  chief  means  to 
make  us  firmg  in  the  Lord^  for  it  is  d^  food  of 
the  foul ;  and  as  a  teftimony  of  gratitude,  for 
this  is  the  grand  commemoration  of  that  deaths 
whidi  alone  can  give  us  life. 

If,  particularly,  we  confider  ourfehres  aa  by  na- 
ture flavcs  to  iin,  and  doomed  to  eternal  irofery, 
hut  redeemed  and  fet  at  liberty  by  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  we  muft  be  utterly  incapable  of  gmtitude^ 
if  we  do  not,  on  all  occafions,  call  to  miod  this 
inftanoe  of  infinite  gpodnefs  with  all  pofiible  lore 
and  thankfulnefs.  And  as  our  f^eat  bcocfiidfaor 
hath  himfelf  appointed  an  holy  inrntuoon,  l^  our 
attendance  wherecKi  he  exprefsiy  and  peculiarly  i^ 
quires  our  acknowledgments  for  this  aftoQifluDa; 
ad  of  con:^>aifion  towards  us,  we  oannot  refiiio 
that  attendance,  without,  in  eflfedt,  either  deny-* 
ing  the  favour,  or  refiifing  our  thaaka;  n^^ 
w^bout  returning  again  into  that  (late  of  ilavcry 
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10  fin,  and  that  juft  dread  of  infamy  and  mifery, 
fircxn  vrfaich  he  died  to  deliver  us.  All  the  heat- 
fits  of  his  death,  forgivenefs  of  fins,  grace» 
mercy,  and  peace  with  oflended  omnipotence, 
are  conveyed  to  us  in  this  holy  on£nance.  To 
decline  it  therefore  is  in  form  to  diiclaim  thofe 
benefits,  in  as  much  as  it  is  prefiimpticm  in  the 
ungrateful  to  hope  for  them,  efpecially  duough 
any  channel,  but  that  of  Chrift's  own  appoint- 
ment. 

Befides,  as  this  blefled  fecrament  is,  not  only 
the  fi>rmal  aft  and  feal,  whereby  Chrift,  in  his 
hdlwill  and  teftaraent,  bequeatt»  to  us  all  our 
mle  to  an  inheritance  in  heaven,  but  al£>  the 
chief  means  of  imparting  lo  us  thofe  aids  of  his 
Holy  Spirit,  without  which  it  will  be  impoifible  to 
make  good  that  tide,  he  who  ftays  away  fix>ni 
this  iiuriament,  puts  himfelf  again,  as  I  juft  now 
oUeived,  where,  his  old  finful  natoie  left  him, 
and  mounces  at  once,  all  the  afliftances,  titles, 
and  benefits  of  that  religion,  cm  which  alone  he 
ppofcflqg  las  enrire  dependence  for  eternal  fidvati* 
en.  What  name  Aiall  we  ^ve  to  fiicha  profeflbr  } 
Will  foriilh,  or  road,  or  wicked,  give  him  a  juft 
charaAer?  No,  all  tojgether  they  are  too  fteble  lo 
exhibit  die  pidture  ofiuch  a  monfter,  in  whom 
thcM  18  &  great  a  mixture  of  folly  promoting  vice, 
and  vice  maturing  folly,  fuch  a  jHKmfing  and  d^ 
vyvD%  of  die  fame  religion  f  fuch  an  aclmowled^- 
ment  of  his  own  weaknefs,  and  prefumption  in  his 
own  ftiength !  Such  a  contempt  for  his  own  rea« 
foo,  and  yet  fuch  a  |mferenee  of  it JK)  die  wiidom 
of  Chriill  Such  aa  atten^,  not  ^ly  to  look 
two  waysat  onoe,  but  to  go  two  contnuy  ways  at 
once  I  in  (hort,  fitch  an  amazing  jumhte  xi  all 
foliehoods^  all  inconfifteDcies,  all  fins^  w  never  <M 
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meet,  never  poflibly  can  meet^  this  (ingle  cafe  on- 
ly excepted,  in  any  one  mind. 

Are  we  the  fervants  of  God  ?  And  do  we,  in 
jgood  eameft,  mean  to  do  his  work  ?  What  \  work 
without  ftrength!  Or  hope  for  ftrength  widiout 
meat  and  drink !  He^  faith  the  apoftle,  yobo  will 
not  work^  let  bim  not  eat.  Though  this  is  fpoken 
of  meat  for  the  body,  it  is  as  juftly  applicable  to 
food  for  the  foul.  He  that  will  not  do  the  work 
of  God,  how  dare  he  prefume  to  fpunge  on  the 
fpiritual  food  at  his  table  ?  x  But  on  the  other 
hand,  he  that  docs  not  eat,  cannot  work,  for  want 
of  ftrength.  JVbat  Jball  we  doy  fay  the  Jews  to 
Chriit,  that  we  may  work  the  works  of  God  f  In 
anfwer  to  this  queftion,  he  firft  tells  them,  what 
is  the  work  of  ^God,  namely,  ttf  believe  on  bim 
whom  God  bad  fent ;  and  then  proceeds  to  deicribe 
and  reconunend  to  them  the  bread  of  God,  which 
alone  could  enable  them  to  believe  in  him,  or  to 
lead  a  life  conformable  to.  that  belief.  And  io 
ftrongly  does  he  infift  on  the  refemblance  of  this 
fpiritual,  to  bodily  food,  calling  it  twenty  times 
in  die  fame  pailage  by  the  &me  name,  that  we 
cannot  help  thinking  the  frequent  ufe  of  it  as  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  eternal,  as  that  of  outward  food  is 
to  the  temporal  life,  efpccially  as  he  there,  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms  affures  us,  vf^bave  no  life  in  uSy  if 
we  do  not  eat  and  drink  it. 

If  we  call  ourfelves  the  fervants  and  dependants 
of  Chrift,  and  if  he  vouchfafes,  as  indeed  he 
does,  to  call  us  his  friends,  how  can  we  poflibly 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  thofe  gracious  invitations  1^ 
perpetually  gives  us  to  his  houfe  and  table  ?  He 
will  neither  know  nor  own  thofe  for  his,  who  will 
not  come  in  even  on  an  affeftionate  conqtpulfion. 
Were  our  love  in  any  proportion  to  the  gcxxlnefi, 

or 


Of  Spiriiual  Nwriflment.  %og 

or  our  reverence  to  the  greatnefs  of  our  divineinviter, 
not  death  itfelf  would  be  able  to  frighten  us  from 
his  table.  Since  he  is  pleafed  to  accept  of  our 
eating  and  drinking  there,  as  a  mark  of  our  reve- 
rence and  afFe6tion  for  him,  and  fince  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  doing  this,  but  fuch  as  we  are  infinite* 
ly  concerned  to  overcome  for  the  eternal  fafety 
and  welfare  of  our^  own  fouls,  if  we  abfent 
our&Ives,  we  are  neither  his  friends,  nor  our 
own.. 

Did  fome  rich  and  powerful  prince  make  fre^;* 
quent  feafts  for  his  neighbours  of  lower  rank  and 
condition  ;  did  he  in  repeated  and  prefiing  invita- 
tions afiiue  them,  that  he  would  confider  dl  who 
came,  as  his  friends,  and  all  who  did  not,  as  his 
enemies;  we  may  be  fur<;,  not  one  would  ftay 
away,  who  either  feared  his  power,  or  wanted  his 
fevour.  They  would,  all  of  them,  conflantly 
attend  his  table,  drefled  out  in  their  beft  apparel, 
and  ei^^  to  pay  the  ezpedted  compliment.  Gar«- 
ments,  fit  for  fuch  company,  muft  be  had  for 
love,  money,  or  credit,  coft  what  they  will; 
The  new-bought  ground  mufl  be  left  un- 
viewed,  the  oxen,  juft  purchaied,  mufl  remain 
unproved  in.  the  field,  and  even  the  bride,  on  the 
day  of  her  marriage,  muft  wait,  till  his  highnefs 
is  attended.  o 

.But  in  cafe  fome  of  the  princes  dependants 
(hould  abfent  themfelves  from  three  or  four  of  his 
entertainments,  for  one  they  appeared  at,  and  he 
/hould  fee  them  fiom  his  windows  vifiting  his 
enemy  at  next  door,  I  leave  you, .who  fo  often 
ftay  away  from  the  Lord's  table,  otl^  that  you 
may  confederate  with  his  enemy,  to  judge  in 
wh^t  light   thefe   trimmers,  thefe  time  fervers, 
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muft  ft^nd  before  their  great  patron  and  bcnc- 
feftor. 

Shall  we  not  be  as  ready  to  anfwer  the  invita- 
tion of  Chrift,  that  patron,  to  whom  all  power 
in   heaven  and  earth  is  giveHy    that    benefaftor* 
who  hath  laid  dow'n  his  life  to  deliver  us  from 
the  mod  wretched  kind  of  flavery,  and  to  exalt 
us  into  the  glorious  liberty^  the  happy  inheritance, 
of  ibefons  of  God  f  Is  the  mighty  God^  the  prince 
of  peace^  lefs  powerful  to  befriend,  or  hurttis, 
than  an  earthly  patron  ?  Is  his  perfon  lefs  refpefta- 
He,  or  his  prefence  lefs  defirable  ?  Is  his  food  Icfe 
delicious,  or  his  giiefts  left  entitled  to  our  love  ? 
Is  the  protedtion  of  a  man  worth  fo  much  court- 
ing,  and  that  of  God  fit  only  to  be  (lighted  ? 
Is  bodily  meat  and  drink,  which  cannot  long  pleafe, 
cannot  long  preferve  life,   and  may  deitroy   ft, 
worth  fo  much  buftle  arid  attendance,  and  thofe 
of  the  foul,  which  if  a  man  partake  of,  be  Jball 
live  for  ever^  worth  nothing  >  Though  thefe  are 
queftions.  litter  to  be  alked  in  a  mad-houfe,  than 
in  this,  yet  nothing  but  ftupidrty  here,  equal  to 
fhe    diftraftion    there,    can  blttfit  the   fting,  <St 
deaden  the  fenfe,  of  the  rtproachthey  Carry  with 
them  to  the  general  praiflice  of  thofe  who  hear 
rtie.     Is  it  pomHe,   that  uny  one  of  you,  who 
here  at  leaft  in  his  liouCe,  if  not  at   your  own, 
hath  afked  his  daily  ^r^.///  from  bur  Cbmi^on  fa- 
ther'Oohicb  is  in'keavt%  from  ifhe  great  difpenfer 
of  fpiritu'al  'fuftenaitce,   Ihould  abfdkitely  reflile 
it,  when  offered,  immediately  dfter '  praying  and 
entrdating  God  to  give  ft,  as  you  have  all  done, 
more  than  once  this  day,  fmce  you  entered  the 
houfe  of  God,  and  came  in  fight  of  his  table, 
fllould  not  accept   it,   though  he  fees  it  is  there 
ready  to, be  delivered  to   him!  You  haVfe^/i^^, 
why  will  you  not  receive  ?    Tou  feeky  and  here 
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may  find,  why  draw  you  back  youf  band,  and 
go  away  empty  ?  You  have  knocked^  and  behold, 
God  bath  opened  to  you^  why  turn  you  about;  and 
fufier  his  door  to  be  fhut  at  your  heels  ?  Give,  us 
this  day  our  daily  breads  {ay  you.  T^keeaf^  ftith 
Chrift  We  will  neither  take  nor  eat,  yon-mfAf. 
What  earthly  father  would  bear  {&  perverfe  a 
child  ?  What  entertainer  in  this  world,  endure 
fudi  infolent  mockery  in  his  guefts?  Howi  tb^ 
think  you,  (hall  the  majefty  of  iieaiven  diigeft 
this  worfe  dian  blafphemoiis  trifling  ?  You  did  not 
know,  it  may  be,  what  ybu  was  iayii^,  wfatt 
you  was  repeating  the  Loixl's  praydf*  What! 
not  attend  to  your  own  word^  When  yaa  mifi 
(peaking  to  God  I  Or  perhaps  you  changed  ^our 
mind.  Did  you  fo?  And  what  if  God^du^ukl 
change  his  too,  and  refolve  never  to  ^n^akeyou 
the  fame  ofler  again,  nor  afford  you  jaueither.  op^ 
portunity  ?  .'.)-. 

A  certain  wealthy  clergyman,  deeply  aiSfc&ed 
with  this  obfervation,  that  the  tables  of  great  pieU 
are  much  better  atttoded,  than  that  of  God,  feU 
into  a  method  of  afking  his  parifhbhers,  great 
and  fmall,  by  ten  at  a  time,  id  dine  with  him  on 
Sunda]^  Thejr  all  came  in  their  turns,  ntsatly 
drefled,  and  with  gcxxl  appetites  and  chearfd 
countenances  fat  out  his  entertainments^  Some^ 
on  a  general  invitation,  gave  him  their  company 
at  every  dinner. 

As  foon  as  all  had  done  him  that  favour,  he 
dien  invited  them  to  the  facrament  on  the  Sunday 
folk)wing ;  at  which  time,  obferving  almoft  the 
whcde  congregation,  as  ufual,  quitting  the  church 
unmediat^  after  fermon,  he  called  them  back^ 
and  &id ; 

I  am  heartily  concerned  to  find,  you  prefer  my 
company,  who  am  but  a  vile  mortal^  like  your- 
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felvcs,  to  the  company  and  communion  of  Qirift ; 
and  my  meat,  which  is  only  dull  and  aflies,  to 
the  bread  of  eternal  life.  After  this^  can  you 
call  yourfelves  chriflians,  candidates  for  heaven, 
and  lovers  of  Gjod  more  than  of  earthly  things  f 
There  is  the  table  of  God ;  and  there  Chrift  is 
going  in  a  few  moments,  to  feed  thofe  who  will 
coroe  to  him,  with  his  own  precious  flefti  and 
blood.  You,  in  the  mean  time,  are  turning  your 
backs  on  him,  focing  about  to  the  world,  which 
you  renounced  byafolemnvow,  when  you  were 
baptifod,  and  going  home  to  feed  on  the  flefh  of 
beads.  Go  then,  as  you  have  no  appetite  for 
this  kind  of  food  ;  go,  and  mefs  with  the  fwine 
on  dung;  and  with  the  ferpent  on  duft.  Go,  earth 
to  earth,  and  afhes  to  alhcs,  for  this  is  your  own 
chofcn  portion,  and  this  the  lot  you  like  beft  ; 
while  Chrift  and  the  true  chriftian  unite,  and  fpirit 
feeds  on  (pirit. 

How  fevere!  but  how  juft!  Do  you  feel  it? 
Oh,  how  then  would  you  feel,  if  Chrift  himfelf 
were  to  take  the  pulpit,  and  to  fpeak  to  you,  as 
fureiy  well  he  might,  in  words  to  this  efFed  ? 

"  I  (rftcn  kid  before  you  the  necelfity  of  grace 
*•  in  order  :'i3o  a  good  life,  and  of  that,  in  order 
^*  to  yoiir  everlafting  happinefs.  I  provided  for 
**  yoti  the  means  of  grace  at  my  table,  and  by 
**' if)y  mir.ifters  xominuaJly  and  .importunately 
**  invited  you  to  come  and  receive  thofe  means, 
**  prepared  for  yoii  at  the  expence  of  my  life. 
**  But' you  ftiut  your.  cars,  to  their  voice;  you 
**  ddpiled  rny  entertainments ;  you  turned  your 
**  backs  on  me;  you  counted  my  blood  of  the  coroe- 
**  nant  an  i  unholy  ^  ^hing^  and  did  defpite  unto  the 
^*  fpirit  of  grace.  Wedded  to  your  own  ways, 
**  and  fond  of  a  wicked  life,  you  flumned  the 
^  meansr'  of  reformation.     Prefume  not  therefore 
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to  call  yourfelvcs  by  my  name.  /  know  you  not- 
"  Had  you  loved  me,  no  worldly  confiderations* 
**  no  amufements,  no  pleafures,  could  have  pre- 
*'  vented  your  paying  your  acknowledgments  for 
*'  my  death,  in  the  way  appointed  and  expcdled 
**  by  me.  Had  you  meant  to  honour  me,  you 
"  could  not  have  fo  clofely  adhered  to  your  fins, 
**  and  kept  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  the  op- 
^^  portunity  of  uniting  with  me.  You  give  the 
reproachful  name  of  infidels  to  the  Jews  who 
bought,  and  of  traitor,  to  Judas,  who  fold 
me,  without  confidering  the  (hamefiil  traffick 
you  drive  on  my  name  in  the  midft  of  your 
pretended  faith  and  profeflions.  Pilate  the  pa- 
gan, having  found  no  fault  in  me,  gave  me 
over  to  a  crofs  on  mount  Calvary.  You,  a 
chriftian,  daily  crucify  me  afrelh  before  the 
world  by  an  obftinate  perfeverance  in  thofe  fins, 
which  I  died  to  atone,  and  which  neverthelels 
you  love  fo  much  better  than  me,  that,  rather 
than  forfake  them,  you  forfake  me,  and 
bafely  refufe  to  commemorate  that  atonement. 
How  I  bore  to  be  buffeted,  fpit  on,  and  cru- 
cified by  my  enemies,  you  know ;  but  how 
I  Ihall  bear  to  be  buffeted,  fpit  on,  and  cruci* 
fied  a-ncw  by  you,  my  profeffed  friends  and 
difciples,  after  all  I  have  fufFered  for  you,  ought 
indeed  to  be  a  little  better  confidered  by  you, 
than  it  is.  The  miferable  and  total  dedrudtion 
of  the  Jews,  fo  foon  after  my  crucifixion,  fhews, 
I  can,  not  only  walk  humbly^  and  love  mercy^ 
but  dojuftly  too^  and  execute  vengeance  on  fins 
like  yours.  For  other  men,  who  every  where, 
particularly  at  my  table,  difcover  a  due  fenfe 
of  my  love,  I  gave  my  life ;  for  vou  1  loft  it. 
You  may  go  on  to  hug  yourfelt  in  a  notion, 
that  you  are  only  ungrateful ;  but  tbe  time  ap* 

*'  proaches 


44 


44 


ai4  ^^^  Neceffhj  and  Efficaej 

**  proaches  a-pace.  when  you  (liaU  feel,  y&u  havr 
*'  been  equally  ftupid  ;  and  miferably  lament 
•'  your  having  finned  as  grievoufly  agatiift  your 
*'  own  foul  by  n^lefting  the  food  of  eternal  life, 
**  and  the  neceflary  means  of  your  falvation^  as 
*^  againft  my  honour,  in  fufFering  my  tabic  to 
^^  be  fpread  in  vain.  Where  isyourfaidi^  that 
**  it  does  not  fet  the  horrors  of  hell  before  you, 
*'  from  which  I  died  to  deliver  you  ?  Where  i* 
*'  your  feith,  that  it  does  not  fet  the  joys  of 
"  heaven  before  you,  to  which  I  died  to  entitle 
*'  you  ?  Te  dead^  bear  the  voice  of  the  f on  of  Gody 
**  and  ye  Jball  live.  Oh  unhappy  people,  loft 
**  to  me,  and  to  all  goodnefs  \  Hearing  ye  bear^ 
*'  and  will  not  under/land  \  feeing  ye  fee^  and 
**  njoill  not  perceive ;  your  hearts  are  waxed  grofsy 
**  your  ears  are  dull  of  bearings  your  eyes  are 
*'  clofedi  left  at  any  time  ye  Jbould  fee  witb  your 
^  eyesy  and  bear  witb  your  ears^  and  underftand 
^'  with  your  beart^  and  Jbould  be  converted^  and  I 
^'  Jbould  beal you:' 

Dreadful  expoftulation  t  how  does  it  thunder 
on  the  dulnefs  of  our.  ears  I  how  docs  it  pierce^ 
and  appal  our  hardened  hearts ! 

E  er  you,  the  contemner  of  God's  table,  turn 
your,  back  again  on  him,  give  me,  his  unworthy 
minifter,  leave  to  alk  you  ;  did  the  fon  of  God 
fubmit  to  be  perfecuted,  fpit  on,  buffeted,  fcourg- 
ed,  crucified,  and,  in  all,  derided,  to  lave  you^  a 
poor  defpicable  offender  from  eternal  flames,  and 
lead  you  to  everlafting  glory  ?  Did  he  command 
you  his  fervant,  thus  purchafed  with  his  blood, 
to  call  away  your  fins,  no  lefs  deftrudkive  to  you, 
than  reproachful  to  him,  and  to  honour  the  re- 
membrance of  his  death  with  a  grateful  atten- 
dance on  his  table  ?  Did  he  appoint  this  as  the 
grand  tcftimony  of  your  love  and  thankfulncfs  for 

an 
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an  a£t  of  mercy,  amwing  even  to   the  hoft  of 
heaven,  who  knew  hina  to  he  the  infinitely  compaf- 
fionate  Gp^  ?  And  will  you  (I  fpeak  to  your  heart 
and  confcience,  //  tbey  have  ean  to  hear^  let  tbem, 
now  bcar\  if  they  haye.fenfe  to  feel,  let  them 
now  or  never  feel)  will  you  bafely  turn  your  back 
on  his  feaft  of  love  ?  Will  you  not  rather  fly  to 
ki/s  the  fon^  left  be  be  angry  ?  Will  you  cling  to 
your  fins,    thofe  cxily  caufes  of  all  your  fears  and 
mifcries,  and  cut  yourfelf  off  from  Chrift,  your 
tender  friend,  your  compaffionate  redeemer,  your 
only,  your  all  powerful  intercelfor  ?  Can  you  re- 
pay fuch  unexampled  goodnefs  with  fo  infamous 
coldnefs  ?  What  a  foul  have  you,  if  you  can  but 
fo  much  as  think  of  rewarding  all  his  fufFerings, 
and  your  gregt  deliverance,  with  ingratitude^  in 
this  inftan^e,  above  all  others,  eueeding  the  fin  of 
witchcraft  ?  Do  you  not  love  that  father,  wjio,^ 
when  ypu  could  not  help  ygurf^lf,  provided  for 
you  the  peceflaries  and  comforts  of  life  ?  Do  you 
not  love  that  .mother,  who.  walhed  you,  when  an 
infant,  from  the   foiilnefs  incident  to  that  age, 
often  bathing  you  in  her  tears,  laying  you  in  her 
bofom,  and  feeding  you  with  nouriftiment  from 
her    own    breaft  ?    If    you    do,    why   infinitely 
rather  love  you  not  that  Saviour,  who,  finding 
you  drenched  in  a  fink  of  pollution,  wafhed  you 
in  his  own  blood  ?  Who,  finding  you  deftitute 
of    the   moft  neceflary  fort  of  fuftenance,  and 
ftarving  to  death,  to  eternal  death,  for  want  of 
that  fuftenance,  took  you  in  his  arms,  embraced 
you,  till  he  pulled  you  into  his  body,  and  there 
uickled  you  at  his  veins  and  arteries  with  the  life- 
blood  ifluing  from  his  heart?  If,  while  you  are 
thus  addreffed,   you  are  preparing  to  quit   the 
houfe,  and  forfake  the  table,  of  your  redeemer, 
go,  fince  you  are  able  ;  go,  return  to  thofe  finful 
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purfuits,  whatfoever  they  aie,  which  arc  dearer  to 
you,  it  feems,  than  the  ion  of  God,  after  all  you  ha^ 
lufTered  by  them,  and  he  hath  fuflfered  for  you.  But 
know  this,  that  you  leave  the  love  of  Almighty  God, 
ungrateful  as  you  are,  and  the  neceflary  means . 
of  your  own  falvation,  foolifli  as  you  are,  be- 
hind you.  Go,  and  leave  us,  who,  I  truft  in 
God,  are  not  curfcd  with  hearts  fo  very  ftony,  to 
meet  the  lamb  of  our  falvation  with  love  re- 
fembling  his  own  \  to  feaft  on  the  miracles  of  hia 
mercy,  and  to  put  forth  all  the  ardour  of  our 
hearts  in  a  grateful  a£t  of  devotion,  infpired  by 
our  comforter,  recommended  by  our  redeemer, 
and  returned  into  our  fouls  by  our  heavenly  fa- 
ther in  grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  without  end. 

And  now  O  Lord,  the  gradous  feeder  of  ibuls, 
tear  from  us,  we  befeech  thee,  the  foul  rags  of 
our  fins,  dothe  us  in  the  white  garments  of  a  new 
life,  caufc  us  to  hunger  and  mirfl  for  the  food  of 
that  life,  and  therewith  iatiate  the  fouls  of  us  thy 
children  and  fervants  at  thy  blefled  table, 

The  grace  of,  &c. 
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None  but  the  Child  of  God  hears 
God, 


John  viii.  47. 

He  that  is  of  Gody  bearetb  Gots  v>oris  :  je 
therefore  bear  tbem  nofj  becaufe  ye  are  not  of 
God. 

CLEARLY  to  conceive,  and  thoroughly 
to  underftand,  what  it  is,  to  be  of  God^ 
and  what,  to  bear  bis  words^  tn  the  (enie 
of  our  blefled  Saviour,  who  faid  this  to  a  crowd 
of  hardened  unbelievers,  mufl:  be  a  matter  of  the 
higheft  conlequence  to  eveiy  man  who  reads  the 
hcny  fcriptures,  or  hears  the  gofpel  preached  by 
God's  ininifters.  The  important  truth  thus  fur- 
prifingly  exprefled,  is  not  lefs  a  tmth,  nor  of  left 
concernment,  to  mankind  now,  than  it  was,  when 
uttered  by  the  mouth  of  Chrift.  Men  are  (till 
divided  into  thofe  wbo  are^  and  thofe  wbo 
are  not^  of  God^  and  confequently,  into  iuch 
^    bear^   and     fuch    as    do  not    bear^     God's 

words» 


2 1 8      None  but  the  ObiU  of  God  bears  God. 

words,  although  fpoken  with  equal  plainne(s  to 
both. 

That  the  truth  contained  in  thefe  words,  is,  as 
I  have  intimated,  furprifingly  exprefled,  will  ap- 
pear to  any  one  who  considers  the  words  them- 
felves,  for  therein  we  are  given  to  underftand,  that 
while  fome  men  are  endued  with  a  fpirit  of  grace 
and  piety  at,  or  previous  to,  their  hearing  the 
gofpel,  there  are  others,  who  being  deftitute  of 
tnis  fpirit,  do  not  hear  it,  although  tt  is  founded 
in  their  ears.  And  that  this  truth  is  of  the  laft 
confequence  to  all  men,  will  quickly  appear,  if 
we  refleft  but  for  a  moment  on  the  faith  and  (al- 
vation  which  follow  on  hearing  the  words  of  God 
in  our  Saviour's  fenfe,  or  on  the  infidelity  and  re- 
probation, that  not  hearing  in  this  inflance,  is  at- 
tended with. 

Our  Saviour  fpoke  oh  this  occafion  to  men  who 
did  aftually  hear  every  word  he  uttered,  nay, 
and  well  enough  underftood  his  meaning,  or  it 
had  been  wholly  impertinent  in  him  to  fjx^k  to 
them,  at  leaft  in  fuch  a  manner.  His  meaning 
therefore  is,  that  although  with  their  outward  ears 
they  heard  diftindtly  the  found  of  his  words,  and 
with  their  mere  apprehenfions  took  the  import  of 
what  he  faid,  yet  fomething  lay  between  this  fu- 
perficial  apprehenfion  and  their  underftandings, 
which  prevented  his  words  from  fti  iking  on  their 
internal  fenfe  of  hearing,  and  raifing  that  con- 
vidion  in  their  minds,  and  that  couverfion  of 
dieir  wills  and  affections,  which  it  was  the  end  c^ 
his  difcourfes  to  produce.  That  which  hinders 
the  gofpel  from  penetrating  the  ears  of  the  foul^ 
and  accomplifhing  this  happy  end,  is,  do  doubts 
a  flupidity  of  mind,  as  to  fpiritual  things,  broudif 
on  by  a  fenfual  or  wordly  attachment  of  the  afltoc- 
tipns,  and  what  St.   Paul  calls,  an  evil  heart  (f 

unbelief. 
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unbelief.  Our  Saviour  finding  this  attachment  and 
diis  evil  heart  in  the  generality  of  his  hearers, 
obferves  of  them,  that  f^ng^  they  fee  not,  and 
bearing  they  bear  notj  neither  do  they  underjiand. 
It  is  for  this  reafon,  that  he  fo  often  cries  out,  to 
men  who  were,  we  may  be  fure,  by  no  mean^ 
naturally  deaf,  be  that  hath  ears  to  bear,  let  bim 
bear^  and  in  my  text  fo  plainly  diftinguifties  be- 
tween a  carnal  and  a  fpiritual  fenie  of  hearing  in 
peribns  who  fufficiently  felt  the  keenncfi  of  his 
rcfledlion,  as  appears  by  their  refentments. 

Whether  the  diftinftion  between  thofe  who  do^ 
and  thofe  who  do  not,  hear  the  words  of  God, 
although  preached  equally  to  both,  arifes  from 
mere  natural  difpoCtion,  or  froni  fupematural  grace^ 
by  the  former  cherilhed,  and  by  the  latter  ftifled, 
in  themfelves,  wljich  appears  to  be  the  cafe,  it  is 
however  a  notorious  and  inconteftablc  fad,  that 
fuch  a  diftindion  there  really  is,  for, 

There  is  no  one  congregation,  to  which  the 
fame  minifter  hath  for  a  courfe  of  years,  read  the 
fcriptures,  and  preached  according  to  his  ability 
(no  matter  in  this  cafe  whether  greater  or  lefs) 
whereof,  while  one  part  hath  been  convinced^ 
converted,  and  in  various  refpedls  edified,  the  other, 
hath  not  remained  all  the  time  as  unaffedled  and 
uninftrudted,  as  they  could  have  been,  had  he 
never  once  opened  his  mouth.  Let  any  one  take 
them,  Juft  as  they  fit,  and  examine  them,  and  he 
(hall  nnd  what  I  have  faid  to  be  as  glaringly  evi- 
dent as  the  light  that  (hines  in  at  the  windows  of 
the  church. 

And  that  this  remarkable  diflference  proceeds 
not  materially  from  any  difference  in  their  natural 
capacities,  will  be  every  whit  as  evident,  firft, 
becaufe  the  one  fort  (ball  know,  and  the  other 
(hall  not  know,  the  fimpleit  and  eafieft  articles  of 
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religion^  which  are  equally  level  and  intelli* 
gible  to  all  capacities;  and  fecondly,  becaufe 
they  who  are  found  on  trial,  to  be  the  moft 
Shamefully  ignorant  of  Chriftianity,  (hall  in 
all  other  branches  of  knowledge  difcover  a 
tnuch  greater  quicknefs  of  apprehenfion,  a 
much  (tronger  memory,  and  clearer  judgment, 
than  many  among  the  beft  anfwerersi  and 
why  then  are  they  fo  ignorant  ?  Biit  becaufe* 
although  they  had  ears  to  hear,  and  under* 
ftandings  to  learn,  other  things,  they  had  none  for 
God  and  religion. 

But  to  be  more  particular  as  to  thele  two 
claifes  of  men,  obferve  thole  who  can  give  a 
competent  account  of  the  chriftian  faith,  and 
you  fhall  perceive  them  exceedingly  attentive, 
while  in  church,  to  the  leflbns  and  the  iermon, 
and  equally  earnefl:  in  the  time  of  prayer. 
According  to  the  nature  of  what  they  hear, 
you  (hall  fee  them  fometimes  roufed  and  a- 
farmed,  fometimes  ibftened  and  melted,  fome 
times  tranfported  with  joy,  at  other  times  de- 
jeded,  frightened,  afflicted,  but  at  all  times  con- 
fiderably  ailefted,  provided  that  which  is  delivered, 
is  in  it  (elf  affefting.  It  will  in  (hort  be  fuffi- 
ciently  manifeit,  that  thefe  men  have  a  quick 
(enfe  of  hearing*  that  lies  nearer  to  the  foul, 
than  their  outward  ears.  And  you  (hall  ftill 
be  more  clearly  convinced  of  it,  if  you  follow 
them  home  to  their  houfes,  for  there  you  (hall 
find  them  cither  on  their  knees  at  their  de- 
votions, or  intent  on  careful  recoIle£lions  of 
what  they  had  heard,  or  clofely  ftudying  the 
fcriptures,  or  engaged  with  other  chriftians  of 
the  like  fpirit  in  religious  conver(ations,  or 
training  their    families    to    the    knowledge    of 

God 
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God  and  his  will,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
(abbath.  Tbefe  are  the  men  who  are  of  God^ 
and  therefore  hear  his  words,  not  bardy  with 
their  outward  ears,  but  with  every  nerve 
of  their  hearts,  and  every  faculty  of  their 
fouls. 

On  the  other  hand,  obferve  tbofe  in  whofe 
mouths  no  anfwers  were  to  be  found,  but  fuch 
as  betrayed  the  mod  (lupid  ignorance,  and 
you  (hall  fee  them  behave  themfelves  in  the 
houfe  of  God  either  as  if  they  had  abfolutely 
nothing  to  do  there,  or  as  if  what  they  were 
about  were  the  mod  trifling,  impertinent*  and 
difagreeable  employment  of  their  whole  lives. 
They  whom  you  might  have  obferved  remark- 
ably fkilful  and  adtive  in  their  worldly  af% 
fiurs,  or  eager  in  the  purfuit  of  their  fenfual 
pleafures,  here,  while  the  one  thm^  necelTary 
18  tranfaAing,  are  transformed  into  ideots  who 
know  not  what  to  do,  or  into  unfeeling 
blocks  and  (tones,  on  which  no  imprelfions  can 
be  made.  One  yawns  at  the  mention  of  God's 
moft  tender  mercies,  while  another  is  lulled  to 
(leep  by  the  (bund  of  his  moft  alarming  judg- 
menta  Here  you  fee  an  empty .  head  bowing 
to  (bme  infignificant  acquaintance,  that  ought 
to  roll  in  thp  du(t  before  the  majefty  of  Hea- 
ven for  unnumbered  offences  befides  this.  And 
there  you  (ee  an  impertinent  mouth,  with  a 
filly  whifper,  unfea(bnably  interrupting  the  flight 
attentbn  of  fome  neighbour,  whofe  rambling 
thoughts  bad  by  chance  been  (ized  for  a  mo^ 
ment  on  the  bufinels  of  the  place.  Few  of 
them  kneel,  raiCe  their  eyes  or  hands  to 
heaven,  or  utter  one  fy liable  of  the  prayers! 
Here  and  there  one,    moved  as  it   were  me* 
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chai>ically,     may   be    heard   muttering    a    it* 
ibonfe,  who,  at  the  lame  inftant  that  he  (ays. 
Lord  haye  mercy  upon    us,    is   fettling  (omt^ 
thkig  in  his  drefs   that    did  not   need    it,    or 
reaching  at  a  diftanoe  for  a  little  fnuff*.     His 
lips    indeed    are  feemingl^    addreded  to  God  ( 
but  all  bis  Kttle  paltry  (oul  is  with  infinite  in- 
dolence   given    to    ibme   whifling    thought,    or 
ibme    defpicable    atTe^flion.     Whether    God     is 
•wfuilty  adored,  or  the  moft  interefting  pdnts  of 
religion   inforced,  if  the  door   is  opened  to  let 
in   the  moft  unttriking  perfon  in  the  parifli,    the 
ieyesc^  the  whde  tribe  are  inftantly  turn^   on 
him  with  as  much  feeming  curiofity,   as  if  he 
^ad   two    heads  upon    his  (houlders.     Are  not 
tbefe  people  now   in  asi  excellent  difpofition  to 
edification  ?   Their   behaviour  at  home,  dunng 
the  remainder  of  God's  day^   is  perfectly  of  a 
piece    with    that    which    they    dilplay    in   his 
liouie.     One  half  of  them  pafs  it,  juft  as  their 
cattle  do,  in  a  ftupid   indulgence   to  the  fame 
'^appetites,    to    the    fame    fondne(s    for     indo- 
\ti\Qt  and    deep.      The    other,     not  knowing 
ivhat    to   do  widi'  4   portion  of  tittie,  wl^ere- 
in  a  religious  cuftom   not  yet  fufficiently  con* 
ijuered,  forbids  attention  to  worldly  affairs,  give 
chemfelves  up  tb  fuch  amufements,  its  would  not 
be^  wholly  innocent  xm  any  other  day^    To  think 
«)f  God,  his  word,  or  his  works  \  k>  ^ve  them- 
ielves  up  to  meditation  or  prayer  •,  to.  t^e  that 
xipponunity  of  examining  their  own  con(cience% 
-or  of  inft nixing  their   children  ind  fervants^ 
4tre   things  they'  have  no  more  notion  of,   no 
more  know  how  tQ  do  them,  or  once  conoeivis 
!thej[  oug^t  to  do  them,    than^  they  woukl^    if 
the  fourth  commandment,  or  atl  die  command- 
/:  '  ments, 
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mcnts,'  were  repealed,  or  even  both  teftamcnts 
deftroycd,  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth. 
If  from  a  charitable  prcfumption,  that  there  is 
no  mortal  of  common  fendb,  who  may  not  be 
roufed  by  the  animating  or  alarming  motives 
of  religion,  urged  home  on  his  underftanding 
in  all  the  beauties  and  terrors  of  the  gofpel, 
you  play  the  celeftial  mufick  of  God's  promifes, 
or  the  dreadful  thunder  of  his  threatniags,  at  their 
ears,  they  hear  youjuft  as  they  do  the  whiftling 
of  the  wind,  and  feel  you,  juft  as  a  mountain 
of  marble  does  the  beating  of  the  waves.  See 
how  untouched  they  fit  at  the  mention  of 
heaven,  and  the  recital  of  all  its  boundlefs 
joys,  and  all  its  endle6  glories !  See  with  what 
a  flight  indifference,  with  what  a  perfeft  com- 
pofure,  they  hear  you,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms 
you  can  chufe,  or  even  in  God's  own  awful 
words,  reprcfenting  the  horrors  of  that  eternal 
damnation,  of  tkat  worm  which  dieth  mf^  of 
thofe  fires  that  are  not  quenched^  of  that  black- 
nefs  of  darknefs^  which  are  rcterved  for  all  the 
lovers  of  religious  darknefs! 

Whence  now  proceeds  this  impenetrable  deaf- 
ness, this  unfeeling,  this  immoveable  ftupidity  i 
Our  Saviour  anfwers  the  queftion  in  my  text. 
^bey  therefore  bear  not  GoJts  words^  hecauje  they 
art  not  of  God.  The  paflage  between  their 
ears  and  their  hearts,  and  between  thofe  ^ain 
and  their  underftanding^^  are  fo  totally  filled  up 
with  the  pleafures,  the.  profits,  and  the  cares 
of  this  world,  that  therls  is  no  room  for  the 
Word  of  God  to  enter.  Well  fpake  the  Holy 
Gbojl  by  Efaias  the  prophet,  quoted  by  our  Sa- 
viour, by  St.  John,  and  by  St.  Paul,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  very  fame  kind  of  men ;  Hearing 
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ye  Jhall  bear^  and  /ball  not  under/land  \  afd  fee- 
ing  ye  Jball  fee^  and  Jball  not  perceive :  for  ibe 
beart  of  ibis  people  is  waxed  grofSf  and  tbeir 
ears  are  dull  of  bearings  and  their  eyes  bave  they 
€lofed\  left  tbey  fboutd  fee  witb  tbeir  eyes^  and 
hear  witb  their  ears^  and  underftand  witb  tbeir 
hearty  and  fbould  be  converted^  and  I  Jbould  beaf 
ibem. 

Hence  it  is,  that  among  the  lower  kind  of 
people  fuch  numbers  are  found,  uho  in  the 
tnidft  of  ^11  that  unclouded  light  which  (hines 
about  them,  AWlftt  indarknefsy  in  an  almoft  total 
ignorance  of  Chrift  and  his  holy  religion.  And 
hence  alfo,  among  the  higher  ranks  of  men,  the 
generality  have  given  only  their  ears,  and  many 
of  them  not  even  thofe  .  to  Chriftianity  ;  have 
given  little  or  no  attention  to  the  proofs  of  its 
divinity ;  and  yet  with  a  freedom,  equally  flupid 
and  impudent^  commence  infidels,  dilbelieving 
through  mere  diftafle  or  contempt,  and  ridi- 
culing what  they  will  not  be  at  the  trouble 
to  underftand.  It  is  as  much  in  vain  to  hope 
for  the  warmth  of  religion  in  the  one  fort  of 
people^  as  it  is  to  expeA  the  knowledge  of  it  in 
the  other.  Chriftianity  neverthclefs  is  neither 
above  the  capacity  of  the  labouring  man,  nor 
below  that  ot  the  willing.  Such  is  its  fimpli- 
city^   that  it   may  be.eanly  underftood  by  the 

:  former ;  and  fuch  its  beauty  and  dignity,  that 
the  latter^  if  he  does  not  highly  tafte  and  ardently 
love  it»'fcan  by  no  other  inftance  of  infenfibility 
*(b    clearly   prove   himfelf  a   brute   or  a  block- 

-   head.     It, is  wi/dom  crietb  uitbout^  (be  uttereth 

.ber.%oict  in  tbe  ftreets.     She  crietb  in  the  chief 

place,  of  concour/e^  bizv  lonjr^  ye  ftmpU  ones^  will 

ye  Jove  fmpllcity  ?    and  we  fcorners   ddigbl    in 
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/corning^  and  fools  bate  knowledge  ?  But  they  an- 
Twer,  depart  from  uSy  for  we  dejire  not  the  know^ 
ledge  of  thy  ways;,  and  (he  gives  them  over 
vrith  this  prophetick  difiuifs,  therefore  fball  ye 
cat  ff  the  fruit  of  your  own  way^  and  be  filed  with 
your  own  devices  ? 

Having  thus  opened  the  dodlrine  of  my  text, 
and  proved  its  truth  by  two  known  experi- 
ments, one  wrought  on  the  ear  of  him  who 
is  of  God,  and  therefore  does  hear  the  words 
of  God,  and  the  other,  on  that  of  him  who  is 
not  of  God,  and  therefore  docs  not  hear  hia 
words;  i(  may  now  bq' of  fome  ufe  briefly  to 
examine,  and  as  it  were  diflfedt,  that  iriternal 
fcnfe  of  hearing,  wherewith  only  the  words  of 
God  can  be  heard  \  and  then  more  at  large  to 
ihew,  what  thofe  obftru£tions  are  that  clog  this 
fenfe  in  fome  men,  and  m^kc  them  deaf  to  tha 
voice  of  God. 

The  9utward  ear,  we  know,  is  but  an  orgm 
or  inftrument,  whereby  founds  are  rendered  per- 
ceptible CO  the  mind,  which  not  being  fegted  iti 
the  ear  itfelf,  but  communicating  with  it  by 
another  orgafi,  through  that  ordinarily  perceives 
all  the  founds  that  fl:rike  with  con fiderable  force 
on  the  ear ;  but  nevcrtbelefs,  on  fome  occafiona, 
alrbougb  all  tb^  orgjana  qI  hearing  are  'in  per* 
fe£t  good  order,  and  the  founds  are  ftrongly 
imprefled,  is  as  infenfihle  of  that  imprefTion,  as 
if  it  had  never  been  made.  This,  wtuch  daily 
experience  makes  known  to  every  man,  never 
happens,  but  when  the  attention  of  the  -  mind 
is  cipfely  ^d  earnefily  pre-engaged  to  Ipooe  o-  - 
thcr  objedl,  or  in  fome  other  very  interefUng 
chain  of  thoughts,  or  is  aflccp. 

It  is  furthfir  to  be  obferved,'  that  even  when 
the  words  of « thofe  who   fpeftk  tp  us,   are   di* 
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ftinftly  heard,  and  arc  in  themfelves  moft  intelligi- 
ble to  lis,  we  however  only  fo  far  perceive  their 
meaning,  as  other  objeAs,  or  other  tracks  of 
thinking,  leave  us  at  leifure  to  attend.  Hence  it 
is,  that  we  often  but  half  conceive  what  we  hear 
perfedlly  well,  and  might  as  perfedly  under- 
ftand,  did  we  give  our  minds  wholly  to  what  is 
heard.     ' 

'  The  paflage  to  the  mind  is  often  fhut  againft 
the  word  of  God,  outwardly,  as  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  fo  as  that  the  very  found  of  it  is  not 
heard;  and  more  inwardly,  as  in  the  fecond, 
fo  as  to  be  but  half  perceived  and  undcrftood. 

But  more  inward  ftill,  and  nearer  to  the  foul, 
it  meets  with  another  and  greater  obftrudtion  in 
thofe  that  are  not  of  God;  for  even,  after  the 
meaning  of  it  hath  been  fo  far  attended  to  as  to 
be  fufficiently  undcrftood,  the  further  attention 
requifite  to  its  being  believed  and-  cordiaHy  em- 
braced, is  inftantly  carried  off  to  other  things, 
more  jdeafing  to  their  corrupt  affe6lions;  or 
what  is  worfe,  their  inveterate  prejudices,  or  be- 
loved vices,  fo  harden  the  heart,  and  arm  the  will 
againft  it,  that  the  underftanding,  which  in  fuch 
men  is  always  enflaved  to  the  heart  and  will,  is 
not  only  not  at  liberty  to  examine  the  force  of 
what  it  propofes,  but  is<:ompelled  to  look  out  im- 
mediately for  pretences  to  evade  it,  and  arguments 
to  refute  itv  The  alarm  given  by  the  word  of 
God  to  a"  corrupt  nature  is  intolerable.  He  that 
believetb  not^  Jball  be  damned.  Repent^  cryefbaUall 
penjb.  Againft  a  declaration  of  war  in  terms  fb 
terrible,  every  vice,  every  corruption,  every  ha- 
bit,, every  affedtion  and  paffion,  of  a  diflblute 
heart,  rife  at  once  in  arms.  As  fuch  an  heart 
hath  no  refuge,  but  either  in  infeniibility,  or  dp- 
pofite  opinion,  it  firft  tries  whether  abfeoce  of 
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mind  may  not  render  it  fufficiently  infenfible,  and 
in  order  to  this,  calls  in  all  its  wonted  pleafures, 
amufements,  fchemes,  to  carry  off  its  attention 
from  fo  dreadful  an  invader.  But  if  this  expedi- 
ent proves  unfuccefsful,  and  the  alarm  hath  alrea- 
dy feized  the  fpirits,  then  the  underftanding, 
blinded  and  chained,  like  Samfon,  is  called  in  to 
drudge  or  make  fport  for  its  tyrants,  whom,  toge- 
ther with  itfelf,  it  overwhelms  at  laft  b  one  com- 
mon ruin.  But  in  the  mean  time  all  goes  fmooth- 
ly :  reafon,  ever  infellible,  when  (he  fcconds  our 
wiflies,  foon  finds  out,  that  faith  is  not  in  our 
power,  that  the  want  of  it  therefore  cannot  be 
puniftiable ;  that  God  hath  given  us  our  pailions 
and  defires,  and  will  not  deftroy  us,  at  leaft,  will 
not  make  us  miferable  to  all  eternity,  for  gratify- 
ing thofe  defires  with  the  obje£ts  he  himfelf  hath 
provided  for  them  in  the  works  of  creation  ;  and 
that  therefore  that  religion  cannot  be  founded  on 
trath  and  the  nature  of  things,  which  bids  us 
abftain,  when  nature  prompts  us  to  enjoy. 

Thefe  are  the  reafonings,  fpun  out  of  appetite 
and  paffion,  which  (hut  the  internal  ear  againft 
the  words  oif  God  in  all  thofe  men  who  are  not  of 
God.  And  in  fuch  men  thefe  reafonings  will  hold 
good  and  found,  till  poverty,  infamy,  ficknefs, 
pain,  death,  or  damnation,  the  natural  or  vindic- 
tive confequences  of  their  vices,  teach  them  tq, 
feel  conviAion,  who  would  not  hear  it. 

But  till  then,  fay  the  parfon  what  he .  will,  rea- 
Ion,  that  is,  their  own  reafon,  will  always  be  oq 
the  fide  of  the  libertines,  and  teach  them  this 
comfortable  opinion,  that  if  there  is  a  G<xl,  it  is 
his  will  they  fhould  be  wicked. 

Now,  it  is  not  only  the  thorough-paced  infidel 

that  is  furnifhed  with  this  armour  of  proof  againfl 
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religion.  No,  that  whole  tribe  of  men,  who 
dodge  between  faith  and  infidelity,  between  vir- 
tue and  vice,  and  hope  to  compound,  under  the 
iandlified  name  of  Chriftians,  with  almighty  God, 
for  a  decent  life  of  fin ;  though  they  are  not  fo 
compleatly  accoutered,  have  however  as  much  of 
this  armour  as  is  neceflary  to  their  plan  of  living. 
If  they  want  the  head-piece,  they  have  the  breaft- 
plate,  and  that  fuffioes,  for  their  heads  are  natu- 
rally not  very  penetrable. 

In  this  they  tranfaft  all  their  bufineft,  purfue 
all  their  pleafures,  and  go  to  church  on  fundays; 
and  here  they  moft  want  it,  for  who  knows  what 
may  be  heard  from  the  leffons  or  the  fermon,  that 
mi^t  otherwife  carry  compundtion  or  terror  to 
their  hearts  ?  But  they  are  fafe.  The  leflbns  are 
old,  trite,  and  often  heard  before.  And  as  to  the 
fermon,  every  thing  alarming  or  damnatory  in 
that,  is  cither  overftrained  by  the  too  much  heated 
imagination  of  the  preacher,  or  at  leaft,  it  is  not 
in  all  porats  applicable  to  them,  and  therefore  in 
no  point  or  meafure  to  be  regarded.  If  the  fer- 
mon is  fhort,  what  fignifies  it,  fay  they ;  the  ad*- 
vocate  is  retained,  and  mull  harangue  a  little  for 
his  fee.  If  it  is  long,  why,  then  it  is  tedious  and 
impertinfent,  and  may  be  parried  by  a  nap,  or 
a  little  (cfeit  to  him  who  fits  next.  If  it  confifts 
of'  fiuman  reafonings  and  moral  fentences,  it  is 
pretty  enough,  but  they  could  have  faid  as  much 
thenifclves.  If  it  is  much  larded  with  fcripture, 
efp^cially  if  it  any  where  attempts  perfuafion  by 
the  terrors  of  the  Lord^  thefe  hearers  contemn  it 
for  *  the  Antiquity  both  of  its  matter  and  drefs, 
and  take  it  extremely  ill  that  the  preacher  (hould 
endeavour  to  frighten  people  who  know  better 
things,   than   to  Hand  in  awe,  at^  this  time  of 

day, 
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day,  of  hell  and  damnation.  In  fhort,  the 
preacher,  manage  as  he  will,  is  but  a  weak  crea- 
ture at  the  b^ft,  and  therefore  what  he  fays 
ought  to  pafs  for  little 

Pride  is  the  greateft  infidel  of  all  our  paffions. 

**  What !  to  pin  one's  faith  on  authorities !  To  be 

"  guided  by  the  reports  of  others,    rather  than 

"  one's  own  judgment !     To  fubmit  to  mortifi- 

"  cations!    To  deny   one's  felf!    To   renounce 

"  the    pomps    of  the  world!   To  be    humble, 

**  meek,   and  patient !    To    follow   a    crucified 

mailer !  But  above  all  to  be  tutored,  and  even 

in   fome  meafure  governed,    by  a  defpicable 

parfixi,   our  inferior  in   birth,    breeding,   and 

fortune,   whom  we  mud  not  only  nuintain, 

*^  but  reverence,  truly  !  and  (mortifying  thought) 

*'  to  the  miferable  produce  of  whofe  wrong  head 

**  and    barren    underftanding  we  muft   gravely 

*'  liften  at  lead  for  half  an  hour  every  week  I 

**  This  is  not  to  be  endured.      Yet  were  the 

"  detefted  ufurpation  on  our  liberty  to  flop  here, 

we  might  perhaps  compound.     But  all  thefe 

encroachments  are  no  fooner  fubmitted  to^  land 

*'  we  begin  to  hope  for  thofe  comfortable  indul- 

^  gencies  to  our  fchemes  and   pleafures,   which 

**  are  wifely  granted  by  fome  undertakers  of  the 

**  conicience,    than    behold!   our   miftreffes    are 

"  to    be    banifhed,    our    gaming    tables    overr- 

"  turned,    the  very    glafles  ftruck  out  of    our 

"  hands,  as  we  were  raifmg  them  to  our  mouths, 

**  and  almoft  all  our  fchemes  of  profit,  pleafure, 

**  or  ambition^  forbidden  under  pain  of  damna- 

**  tion '  Our  whole  nature  gives  the  lye  to  a  reli- 

**  gion  that  teaches  this ;  and  therefore  it  is,  muft 

*'  be,  and  (hall  be  a  falfe  religion.     The  gown- 

*'  n>en  ipay  propofe  to  reafon  with  us  on  the  evi- 

"  dences 
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"  dences  of  their  religion,  on  their  records, 
"  their  prophecies,  their  miracles,  too  cxtraordi- 
"  nary  to  be  believed,  even  though  they  were 
**  feen;  but  is  there  not  fomewhat  within  us, 
"  fufficient  to  baffle  all  this  cant?  Can  that  be 
**  wifdonh,  which  would  perfuade  us  to.  adl 
**  againft  our  own  nature  ?  Or  can  that  be  truth, 
•*  which  tells  us,  we  are  blind,  and  want  a 
**  guide?  which  bids  us  think  meanly  of  our- 
"  felves  ?'• 

The  infidels,  I  know,  avow  pther  principles 
more  fpecious,  and  would  be  thought  to  proceed 
on  reafonings,  not  fo  immediately  drawn  from 
their  own  depraved  hearts;*  but  thofe  they  fet 
outward  only  to  fave  appearances.  I  have  here 
laid  open  the  true  fprings  of  infidelity,  uninflu- 
enced by  which,  no  man  ever  turned  apoftate  to 
Chriftianity. 

This  religion,  and  this  alone,  approves  itfelf  to 
right  reafon,  by  the  purity  of  its  niorals,  the  fim- 
plicity  and  depth  of  its  inftru^lions,  and  the 
power  of  its  inftitutions  and  fandlions,  as  the 
mod'  excellent  rule  of  life.  It  approves  itfelf 
alfo  as  the  work  of  God,  and  as  a  true  hiflory 
of  fads,  by  fuch  evidence  as  was  never  given, 
never  poffibly  could  have  been  given,  to  any  other 
accpunt  of  paft  tranfaftions.  That  it  does  both^ 
appears  inconteftably  from  the  trials  it  hath  un- 
dergone and  furmounted.  All  that  artifice,  per- 
fecution,  fophiftry,  and  ridicule  could  do,  to 
expofe  or  fupprefs  it,  hath  been  clone,  and  it 
hath  triumphed  over  all.  No  other  religion  was 
fo  malicioufly  or  critically  examined,  fo  artfully 
underriiined,  or  fo  bitterly  attacked,  either  in 
its  principles  or  profeflbrs !  and  behold !  it  not 
only  (lands  its  grouad,    but    fhine^  out,    as  it 

were. 
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^ere,  with  an  additional  luftre.  Had  its  oppo- 
fers  proceeded  on  reafon  only,  or  could  reafoa 
have  been  at  all  employed  aeainft  it,  there  had 
been  no  need  of  artifice  or  cruelty  to  help  out  the 
oppofitlon. 

What  then  hath  given  rife  to  this  oppofition, 
and  fo  long  kept  it  up  P  It  was,  no  doubt,  an  evil 
heart  of  unbeliefs  which  in  men,  who  are  not  0f 
God^  always  proves  too  hard  for  their  underftand- 
ings,  and  for  all  the  evidences  of  religion,  as 
well  natural,  as  revealed.  The  corrupt,  the  re- 
fraftory,  the  fufpicious  heart,  refills  the  light 
of  reafon  no  lelfe,  than  that  of  revelatjon,  and 
judging  of  all  other  things,  and  all  other  men 
by  itfclf,  is  a  (Iranger  to  faith  and  truft.  They, 
fwbo  jf  old^  as  St.  raul  obferves,  were  hardened 
ibrougb  tbe  deceitfulnefs  ff  fins^  were  tbe  unbe- 
lievers. And  to  vAom  fware  God^  that  they  Jbould 
not  enter  into  his  reft^  hut  to  tbem  who  believed 
not?  The  cpntrpverty  about  Chriftianity  is,  in 
cffedi  nothing  elfe  but  a  controverfy  between 
a  fo^md  underftanding  and  a  corrupt  heart,  be- 
tween virtue  an^  vice,  which  in  thofe  who  are 
not  of  Gqd,  ends  always  in  favour  of  the  latter. 
There  is  in  reality  but  one  objedion  againft  the 
religion  of  Chrift,  and  it  is  the  heart  only  that 
makes  .it^  bi^t  it  is  exactly  of  the  (ame  nature 
wixh  xbat  which  an  abandoned  and  ungovernable 
loD  makes  to  the  advice  of  his  wife  and  worthy 
father.  The  fcape-grace  however  will  by  no 
means  confefs  that  he  difobeys  through  love  of 
vice.  No,  he  endeavours  to  affign  plaufible  njo- 
tives,  and  tojuftify  his  condudt  with  reafons,  and, 
if  he  reafons  right,  he  juftifies  rebellion  and 
wickednefs,  and  proves  his  parent  a  tyrant  or 
a  dotard.    Juft  fo  tbe  natural  man  receiveth  not 
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the  things  which  he  of  God^  for  they  are  fooliJhHefs 
to  him^  but  labours  to  (hew  either  that  they  arc 
needlefs,  for  he  knew  them  before,  or  that  they 
are  abfurd  in  themfelves,  and  unreafonable  in 
regard  to  him,  and  therefore  could  not  have  had 
God,  for  their  author.  If  God  fpeafcs  to  him, 
he  anfwers  with  Coniah^  1  will  not  hear  \  and  this 
,  bath  been  his  manner  from  his  youth,  to  difobey 
the  voice  of  God,  long  before  he  did  it  on  prin- 
ciple, or  found  out  his  ftrong  reafons  for  infi- 
delity and  wickednefs.  Such  men,  faith  God 
by  Jeremiah,  walk  every  one  after  the  imagination 
of  bis  evil  hearty  that  they  may  not  hearken  to 
me. 

Now,  this  alienation  of  the  heart  from  God  is 
not  his  work.  He  never  rejeflts,  till  he  is  rcjefted. 
No,  he  cries  in  the  mod  afFeftionate  and  moving 
voice  to  a  man  of  this  fort,  I  am  the  Lord  thy 
God  which  teacheth  thee  to  profit,  which  leadetb 
thee  by  the  way  which  thou  fbouldft  go.  0  that 
thou  hadft  hearkened  to  my  commandments,  then  bad 
thy  peace  been  as  a  river,  and  thy  righteoufnefs 
as  the  waves  of  the  fea.  But  when  thofe  he 
cries  to  in  this  tender  manner,  will  not  hearken 
to  his  voice,  will  treit  with  fcom,  expoftulations 
ifluing  from  the  bowels  of  infinite  compaflion, 
then  he  gives  them  up  unto  their  own  hearts  lufts, 
and  fuffers  them  to  walk  in  their  own  counfels. 
Then  he  fets  them  at  a  ftill  greater  diftance  from 
hitn.  Then  he  is  faid  to  have  blinded  their  eyes, 
and  hardened  their  hearts,  and  fo  made  it  impolfi- 
ble  for  them  to  hear  his  voice  or  to  return.  Be- 
caufe  they  have  given  themf elves  over  to  all  deceive- 
ablenefs  of  unrighteoufnejs,  becaufe  they  received 
not  the  love  of  the  truth,  that  they  might  be  faved-, 
for  this  caufe  God  hath  Jent  them  ftrong  delufion, 
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ibat  they  Jbould  believe  a  lie ;  that  tbey  all  might 
be  damned^  v)bo  believed  not  the  truths  but  had 
pleafure  in  uilrigbteoufnefs.  The  fete  of  thefc 
defpifers  of  faith,  who,  through  the  pleafure 
they  take  in  unrighteoufnefs,  rejeft  the  truths 
of  God,  is  remarkably  fuitable,  and  mortify- 
ing. Being  abandoned  by  the  fountain  of  light 
and  truth,  they  are  forced  to  take  up  with, 
what  of  all  things  they  pretend  to  the  great- 
eft  contempt  of,  either  the  impofture  of  falfc 
miracles,  or  the  delufion  of  falfe  reafcnings. 

It  is  but  one  and  the  fame  mind  that  fhuts 
itfelf  againft  truth,  and  opens  itfelf  to  error. 
As  no  truths  are  fo  ftriking,  as  thofe  of  religioti 
and  virtue;  no  errors  fo  palpable,  as  thofe  of 
infidelity  and  wickednefe;  fo,  of  all  forts  of 
minds,  that  proves  itfelf  the  moft  grofsly  ftu- 
pid,  which  greedily  fucks  in  the  one,  while  it 
carefully  arms  itfelf  againft  the  other.  Is  there 
any  thing,  to  which  a  fenfible  mind  (hould 
lie  fo  open,  as  to  God  who  made  it,  and 
hath  done  fo  much  to  make  it  happy.?  Or  is 
there  any  thing  againft  which  it  ftiould  be  fo 
clofely  locked  up,  as  thofe  worldly  fchemes 
and  finful  pleafures,  from  whence  have  evident- 
ly proceeded  all  its  errors,  all  its  guilt,  all  its 
dilappointments,  fears,  diftraftions,  miferies?  If 
the  prophet  aflcs,  he  that  made  the  ear^  Jball 
be  not  bear  ?  may  he  not  as  rcafonably  afk, 
he  that  made  the  ear,  fhall  he  not  be  heard? 
fhall  that  be  heard,  which  is  qualified  only 
to  amufe,  to  deceive,  and  to  deftroy  >  And 
fhall  he  riot  be  heard,  who  alone  can  nei- 
ther deceive,  nor  be  deceived  ?  who  loves  us 
more   than   we  do  ourfelvcs?    who  moved  by 

his 


his  unutterable  and  inconceivable    love,    breaks 
through     the    otherwife    unalterable    courie    of 
nature,    and    tramples    on    the*  works    of   his 
own  creation,    that  we  may  fee  it  is  he  him- 
felf,    while    he   flies   to  fave  us  from  fin  and 
mifery?  He  bids  the  winds  be  ftill,  he  fnKx>ths 
the  billows  with  a  word,    he    fpeaks  the  fick 
into  health,  and  the  dead  into  life;   and   thus 
he  proves,  that  it  is    he  who    bids  us  believe 
and    repent      But    all   this  is  not  fufficient  to 
ftill    the   winds   of    wild    opinion,    to    fmooth 
the    waves   of  outrageous    paffion,   or   to    cure 
the   diftempers  and    revive    the  piety,   of  that 
mind  which  is  not  qf  God.      The  fountain    of 
truth  and  goodnefs  faith,  be  pure,  be  humUe, 
be  meek,  be  hpneft :    but  the  fountain  of  all 
corruption,   faith,    enjoy    thy    pleafures,    efteem 
thyfelf,  retort  injuries,   and  ufe  thy  art  to  ex- 
ecute thy  fchemcs.     The  man  who  is  not    of 
God,  hears  both  with  his  ears,  but  the  latter 
only,  with  his  heart.     Believe  in  me,  faith  God, 
and  lean  not  to  tby  own  underjianding,     Truft  to 
me,   faith    avarice,    faith    ambition,    faith    plea- 
furej  and  judge  for  thyfelf,  fay  they  all;    and 
all  are    obeyed    by   the    man  who    is    of  this 
world,  and    not  of  God ;    who   thinks,  judges, 
and  believes  only  through  his    outward    fenfes, 
and  flefliJy  defires,  which  are  his  only  felf 

Thus  in  a  corrupt  heart  ends  the  great  con- 
troverfy  between  God  and  his  adverfaries  ; 
and  if  time  does  not  do  it,  eternity  at  leaft 
will  (hew,  which  had  the  right  fide  of  the 
queftion. 

May  there  no  longer  be  a  difpute  on  the 
fubjeft  in  any  of  us;  may  God  give  us  grace 
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wifely  to  hear,  and  dutifully  to  obey  him  in 
all  things,  through  Chrift  Jefus  our  Saviour, 
to  whom  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
be  all  might,  msyefty,  dignity,  and  dominion, 
now  and  for  evermore.    Am?n, 


DIS- 


DISCOURSE    XIIL 


Who  is    for  God,  and  who,  againft 
him. 


St.  Matthew  xii.  30. 
He  that  is  not  with  mCy  is  againft  me. 

IN  fome  contefts,  they  who  are  not  immedi- 
ately concerned,  arc  at  liberty,  or  rather  it  is 
their  duty,  to  take  neither  part,  becaufe  the 
thing  contended  for,  is  indifferent  in  itfelf,  or 
becaufe  both  fides  are  in  the  wrong.  There  arc 
others,  wherein  every  man  is  obliged  to  favour 
at  leaft,  if  not  to  join  himfelf  to,  one  of  the 
parties  engaged,  becaufe  one  of  them  is  evi- 
dently in  the  right,  and  no  man  ought  to  be 
wholly  difmterefted,  when  the  caufe  of  truth, 
juftice,  or  virtue,  is  debated.  In  the  caufe  of 
religious  truth  every  man  is  a  party,  if  it  is  a  faft, 
as  no  doubt  it  is,  that  the  happinefs  of  every  man 
is  infcparably  coniiedted,  not  only  with  his  think- 
ing   rightly   in    religious  matters,  but,   in  fome 
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meafure  alfo,  with  his  endeavouring  to  make 
others  do  the  fame.  Happinefs  is  the  ef]^£t  of 
virtue ;  and  virtue,  of  true  religion. 

The  chief  among  thefe,  or  rather  that  where- 
in all  the  reft  are  comprifcd,  is  the  great  conteft  be- 
tween Chrift,  the  fountain  of  true  religion,  of 
pure  virtue,  and  of  our  real  happinels,  on  the 
one  fide  ;  and  the  author  of  fpiritual  darknefs, 
wickedneis,  and  mifcry,  on  the  other.  Here  all 
men,  whether  fcnfible  of  it,  or  not,  are  infinitely 
interefted;  and  it  is  owing  either  to  their  igno- 
rance or  ftupidity,  if  they  are  not  proportionably 
concerned. 

It  is  of  the  higheft  moment  to  us,  that  the 
rules,  whereby  our  Saviour  will  diftbguifti  his 
friends  from  his  enemies,  be  known,  and  well 
coniidered.  Now,  that  he  makes,  and  ever  will 
make,  this  important  diftindtion,  not  by  the  pro- 
feffions,  but  by  the  principles  and  deeds,  of  men, 
will  be  evident  from  the  application  of  a  J^wifti 
proverb  in  the  9th  of  St.  Luke,  and  hece  in  my 
text*  In  the  fontner  of  thefe  places,  John  faith  to 
him,  maftefy  we  Jaw  one  cafting  out  devih  in  tby 
nantij  md  we  forbad  him^  hecatife  be  foUtywtb  ndf 
toitb  us.  But  Jefusfaid  unto  bim^  forbid  bim  not^jf^r 
be  that  is  not  againft  us^  is  for  us.  Here  Chrift 
takes  that  man  to  be  on  his  part,  who,  acting  in 
his  name,  and,  queftionle&  by  his  fpirit,  inade 
war  on  the  enemies  of  God,  that  is,  did  the 
work  of  God|  though  without  the  formal  pror 
feilion,  or  perfonal  attendance,  of  a  difciple. 

The  judgment  he  paffes  on  him,  wIk)  ftands 
«s  it  were  neuter,  in  the  war  between  God  and 
the  author  of  evil,  is  very  different,  though  made 
by  the  fame  proverb,  but  converted,  as  was  the 
manner  of  the  Jews  in  fome  of   their  conuDoa 
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fayings,  to  a  feemingly  oppofite  purpofe.  To  fuch 
he  will  not  allow  the  benefit  of  a  neutrality.  He 
knows  of  no  man,  who  is  neither  to  be  rewarded 
as  a  friend,  nor  punifhed  as  an  enemy  ;  but  faitb, 
be  that  is  not  ivitb  me  is  againji  me. 

It  is  true,  he  thus  applies  the  proverb,  in  an- 
fwer  to  the  Pharifees,  who  had  charged  him  with 
calling  out  devils  by  Beelzebub,  the  prince  of 
the  devils,  and  proves  from  thence,  and  from  the 
tendency  of  the  fadt  itfelf,  that  he  is  the  enemy 
of  devils. 

But  while,  with  great  force,  he  urges  the  argu- 
ment againft  his  pharifaical  adverfaries,  he  pulhes 
it  forwards  through  them,  into  the  cooler  hearts 
of  fuch  as  (land  behind,  and  prudentially  (how 
themfelves,  neither  for  him,  nor  againft  him. 
He  affirms,  that  every  one,  who  docs  not  labour 
to  gather  iheep  into  his  fold,  as  he  does,  fcatters, 
as  the  wolf  does,  many  from  that  fold,  who  would 
enter,  were  it  not  for  their  examples,  who  ftay 
out.  In  all  cafes,  like  this,  he,  who  helps  not, 
hinders.  A  great  part  of  mankind  never  move, 
but  with  a  crowd  before  them,  and  weigh  the 
ftrength  of  a  reafon  only  by  the  numbens  it  hath 
already  convinced  The  fears  of  many,  and  the 
negligence  of  a  yet  greater  body,  I  mean,  more 
efpecially,  as  to  cohnderable  changes,  eithtf  in 
religious  opinions  or  profeffions,  are  feldom  fur- 
mounted,  but  by  the  previous  converfion  of 
others  more  attentive,  more  fliarp-fighted,  and 
more  refolute. 

If  a  profefled  indifference  to  Chrift  and  his 
religion  is  capable  of  doing  fo  great  difiervice  to 
both,  and  if  therefore  Chrift  will  regard  thoie, 
who  do  not  declare  for  him,  asf  his  enemies,  no 
leis  than  thofe  who  declare  againft  him,  in  what 
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Kght  mull  he  look  on  fuch  as  bear  his  name, 
and  make  profeffion  of  his  religion,  while  they 
rither  labour  to  pervert  its  principles,  or,  in  the 
main  of  their  lives,  too  plainly  prefer  the  fervice 
of  his  enemy  ?  Thefe  undoubtedly,  he  muft  re- 
gard, not  as  neutrals,  nor  even  as  mere  ene- 
mies, but  as  deteftable  traitors.  Confidered 
in  this  light,  they  do  infinitely  more  damage  to 
the  credit  and  progreft  of  his  religion,  than  can 
pdlibly  be  done  by  thofe  who  never  gave  in 
their  names  to  him,  nay,  or  by  thoJe  who 
openly  vilify  and  opppfe  him. 

It  is  true,  Qirift,  properly  fpeaking,  cannot 
be  betrayed,  for  he  hath  no  fecrets  to  be  con- 
cealed ;  and  therefore  in  this  refpcft,  may  fafely 
fet  every  Judas  at  defiance.  But  if  any  man, 
outwardly  bearing  the  badge  of  Chriftianity, 
fliall  cormpt  or  infeeble  its  fundamental  articles 
in  the  minds  of  others,  or  (hall  deny  its  author 
in  his  actions,  as  often  as  he  is  tempted  by  world- 
ly interefts,  or  fleftily  pleafure,  or  even  (hall 
(hew  himfelf  indifferent,  as  often  as  the  offers 
of  the  enemy  feem,  in  his  fcales,  to  balance 
the  promifes  of  Chrifl ;  this  man  is  a  traitor, 
and  wounds  the  Saviour  of  (buls  more  fenfibly 
by  his  profeflions,  than  Judas  ever  did  in  the 
midft  of  his  kiflfes ;  I  fay,  by  his  profeflions, 
for  did  he  deny  himfelf  to  be  a  Chriftian, 
the  open  enemies  of  Chrift  could  not,  as  they 
always  do,  throw  the  odium  of  his  praftices 
on  the  religion  he  declares  for;  neither  could 
other  weak  profeflbrs  of  Chriftianity  fo  miferably 
ftumUe  at  his  example,  faying,  as  is  too  fre- 
quently their  luihappy  cuftom,  "  fee  how  fuch 
^  an  one  adts,  how  he  lies,  cheats,  gets  drunk, 
**  converfes  with  (candalous  women,   and  does 
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**  a  thoufand  other  things,  forbidden  by  Chriftl- 
**  anity.  Do  you  obferve,  how  he  undermines 
"  the  dodtrine,  into  which  be  was  baptifed» 
"  and  that  whereby  the  fins  of  mankind  arc 
*'  believed  to  be  atoned  ?  Ye«t  the  man  is  much 
"  liked,  pafles  for  a  very  tolerable  Chrifliau, 
**  and  hopes  for  heaven  at  the  laft.  Why  may 
"  not  we  ad,  and  hope  as  he  doejs?"  There 
are  but  few  men  in  the  world,  who  fell  not, 
more  or  lefs,  into  this  fnare,  that  is,  arc  not, 
more  or  lefs,  infidels  or  reprobates,  purely  be- 
caufe  others,  profeffing  the  fame  religion,  and 
even  that  but  nominaUy,  have  Ihewn  them  how 
to  reconcile  a  pradlice  and  a  profeffion,  as  oppo- 
fite  as  light  and  darknefs.  So  far  common 
fenfc  extends  its  conclufions  from  the  dodrinc 
of  my  text. 

Let  \xs  however  examine  the  point  a  little 
by  other  places  of  Scripture,  that  we  may  the 
more  perfefitly  underftand,  what  it  is  to  be  for 
Cbrift,.  and  what,  to  be  againji  bim. 

If  a  man  may  be  truly  faid  to  be  with  Chrift, 
who  only  follows  him,  carries  his  namej  and  declares 
for  him,  then  Jjidas  was  really  a  good  Chriftian, 
and  Chrift  himfelf  knew  not  what  a  Chriftian 
is,  for  he  fays,  woe  unto  tbat  man^  hy  wbom  tb^ 
fon  of  man  is  betrayed.  Should  fuch  ^n  qnc  fay 
unto  him,  Lord^  Lord^  have  I  not  propbejied 
in  tby  name,  and  in  thy  name  cafi  out  devils^ 
and  done  many  wonderful  works  f  all  this  will 
not  prove  him  to  be  for  Chrift,  who  will  ne- 
vcrthdefe  profefs  unto  bim,  "  /  never  knew  you^ 
^  depart  from  me,  you  tbat  work  inifuity,  Ju- 
^^  das  could  fay  as  much  for  hjn^elf,  as  you, 
"  and  yet  I  have  pronounced  him  /be  fon  of 
"  perdition**      Here  is  profeffipn  for  profeflion, 
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than  which  nothing  better  can  be  reafonably 
hoped  for.  Not  only  they  are  againfi  Cbrift^ 
'wbo  deny  bim  before  men  in  words^  but  they  alfo 
'wbo  profefs^  tbat  tbey  know^  but  in  works  deny 
himy  being  abominable^  and  difobedient,  and  unto 
every  good  work  reprobate-^  of.  whom  St.  Paul 
tcUs  us,  even  weepings  tbat  tbey  are  tbe  enemies  of 
ibe  crofs  of  Cbrift^  wbofe  end  is  deftrueiion ;  whofe 
God  is  their  iellyi,  wbofe  glory  is  tbeir  Jbome,^^ 
and  wbo  mind  earthly  things.  .  Thefc  zxt  againft 
Cbrifi.  ^ 

Who  then  are  for  bim  ?  They,  no  doubt,  of 
whom  he  faith  to  the  Father,  /  have  given  unto 
tbem  the  words  which  thou  gaveji  me-^  and  tbey 
have  received  them^  and  have  known  hereby ^  tbat 
I  came  out  from  thee-,  and  they  have  believed, 
tbat  thou  didfi  fend  me.  Thine  they  were^  and 
thou  gaveji  them  me^  and  they  have  kept  my  word. 
Tbey  that  are  Chrift's^  fays  St.  Paul,  have  crucified 
tbe  flejbj  with  the  affeaions  and  lufts. 

But  are  there  not  a  third,  or  middle  fort  of 
men,  who,  in  the  ftriAnefs  of  thefe  expreffi- 
ons,  are  neither  with  our  Saviour,  nor  againfl: 
him?  No,  Chrift,  who  beft  knows  his  own, 
abiblutely  denies  the  fad,  in  my  text  It  is 
true^  of  good  men,  fome  are  better ;  and  of 
bad  men,  fome*  worfe,  than  others.  The  good . 
are  not  all  equally  the  friends ;  nor  the  wicked, 
all  equally  the  enemies,  of  Chrift;  and  for  thefe 
inequalities  different  degrees  of  reward  and 
punifhment  are  referved  in  the  determinations 
of  our  judge;  It  is  alfo  true,  that  the  beft. of 
men  (bmetimes  fall  into  fin,  and  the  worft, 
ibmetimes  rife  to  a£ts  of  piety  and  goodnefs. 
But  then  he  who  is  to  pafs  fentence  on  us,  knows 
perfedly  well,  where  frailty  ends,  and  prefump- 
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tion  and  perverfenefs  begin ;  knows,  who,  in 
the  main  of  his  life,  is  a  good,  and  who,  a  bad 
man,  that  is,  who  is  on  his  part,  and  who, 
againft  him. 

A  rational  and  free  beins,  who  knows,  there 
is  a  God,  cannot  ftand  fu^ndcd  between  vir- 
tue, which  he  is  fenfible,  is  the  will  of  God; 
and  vice,  which,  he  is  fure,  is  his  abhorrence. 
But  further,  if  he  knows,  that  God  hath  not 
only  given  him  being,  but  heaped  on  him  aH 
the  bleflings  he  enjoys  here,  or  hopes  for  here- 
after, and  purchafed  him  with  his  own  Uood 
from  the  dreadful  punifhment  due  to  his  fmt, 
under  fuch  obligations  to  fuch  a  governor,  and 
fuch  a  benefiadtor,  he  muft  furely  be  very  wicked, 
if  he  is  not  in  forae  d^ree  virtuous.  To  do 
no  good,  under  thefe  circumftances,  muft  be 
high  ingratitude;  to  do^cvil,  muft  be  unnatu- 
ral rebeUion.  Whofbever  renounces  this  double 
obligation  to  obedience  and  gratitude,  laid  on 
him  by  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  is  an  infidel 
and  an  enemy ;  and  whofoever  pretends  to  receive 
it,  but  denies  its  power  by  adting,  in  the  main, 
as  if  he  regarded  neither  the  duties  nor  mo- 
tives it  fuggefts  to  him,  is  a  traitor  to  that 
Saviour. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  from  the  throne  of 
God,  down  to  the  nethermoft  hell,  there  is  not, 
there  cannot  poffibly  be,  one  moral  being,  who 
is  not  cither  the  friend,  or  enemy,,  of  Chrift. 
In  the  one  or  other  of  thefe  ligtits,  he  muft 
regard  every  man,  and  every  man  muft  rqgard 
himfelf,  at  the  final  judgment.  On  that  great 
occafion,  the  judge  will  pronounce  but  two 
fentcnces,  to  the  good,  come^  ye  bkjfed  of  nq 
Fatbtr^   inherit    the    kingdom   prepared  fir  ym 
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from  the  foundation  of  the  worlds  and  to  the 
wicked,  depart  from  me,  yc  accurfedy  into  ever- 
lafting  fire^  prepared  for  the  devil  and  bis  angels. 
At  that  day,  there  will  be  no  man  found,  who 
will  not  tremble  under  the  one,  or  triumj)h  in 
the  other,  of  thefe  fentences;  none  who  will 
not  be  a  fit  objedl  of  either.  Here  is  no  middle 
judgment  between,  copte^  and  depart ^  nor  a  mid- 
dle region,  between  heaven,  and  hell,  for  the 
reception  of  him,  who  is  neither  called  as  a 
friend,  nor  rgefted  as  an  enemy  to,  Chfift. 

Well,  but  granting  the  truth,  what  is  the 
ufc,  fomc  will  afk,  of  this  do6krine?  Hath  it 
any  tendency  to  encreafe  the  number  of  Chrift's' 
friends,  or  to  diminifti  that  of  his  enemies? 
After  hearing  all  this,  will  not  every  one  be 
juft  where  he  was  ?  Not  every  one,  it  is  hoped. 
Our  infinitely  wife  inftruftor  undoubtedly  had 
the  edification  of  his  hearers  in  view,  when 
he  fpoke  my  text,  and  did  not  utter  it  merely 
as  idle  words.  It  will,  I  truft,  be  a  great  comfort 
and  confirmation  to  every  good  man,  to  perceive 
by  an  infallible  rule,  that  Chrift  regards  him 
^  his  friend.  What  can  fo  eflfeftually  encou- 
rage him  td  a  fteady  perfeverance,  as  thus 
beforehand  to  enjoy  the  happy  judgment  of  tht 
laft  day  ?  It  will  be  alfo  as  great  a  terror  to  every 
bad  man,  to  know  by  the  fame  infaffibte  rule, 
that  he  hintfelf  is  the  enemy  of  Chrift.  What 
is  fo  likely  to  work  him  to  repentance,  as  the 
bitter  foretafte  of  his  future  condemnation  ? 
All  this  however,  you  will  fay,  we  knew  be- 
fore ;  and  I  can  as  eafily  anfwer,  perhaps  it  was 
not  duly  laid  to  heart.  What  I  have  been  fay- 
ing was  mufick  to  the  confcious  friend  of  Chrift, 
mulick  to  be  heard  with  pleafurc  on  ten  thouftnd 
R  %  repe* 
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repetitions.     It  cannot  therefore  be  he,  who  pec- 
viftily  fays,  all  this  we  knew  before. 

No,  it  muft  be  you,  who  did  not  know,  or 
knew  it  only  in  the  fpirit  of  flumber,  that  you 
are  the  ungrateful,  and  hereafter,  if  you  do 
not  awake  in  time,  muft  be  the  miferable, 
enemy  of  that  Saviour,  who  laid  down  his  life 
for  your  foul.  You  have,  all  along  profefled 
Chriftianity,  but  contented  yourfelf  with  fuch 
a  kind  or  degree  of  it,  as  the  vain  and  fcnfelefe 
pradtice  of  the  world  vouches  for  fufficient; 
that  is,  you  come  fometimes  to  church,  give 
a  fmali  matter  to  the  poor,  and  now  and  then,- 
communicate.  You  take  care  to  keep  within 
the  verge  of  the  laws,  to  preferve  a  tolerable 
chara£ter ;  and  fo  to  pafs  in  your  own,  and  the 
judgment  of  others  like  yourfelf,  for  a  moderate 
Chriftian.  But,  in  the  njean  time,  you  fcruple 
not  to  take  God's  name  in  vain,  to  talk  or  aft 
obfcenely,  to  get  drunk  fometimes,  and  to  da(h 
your  dealings  in  the  world  with  too  large  a  mix- 
ture of  cunning,  extortion,  or  oppreflion.  If 
you  have  obferved  this,  or  fomewhat  like  it, 
to  be  the  general  pradlice,  the  unhappy  exam- 
ple fervcs  you  for  a  Jaw,  to  which  all  the  laws 
of  God  muft  give  way  in .  you,  who  fet  not  up 
truly  for  .a  faint,  but  fnecr  at  thofc  who  are 
more  forupulous,  as  hypocritical  pretenders  to 
that  charaidter.  AH  this  while,  it  is  with  you 
a  mattei:  of  but  little  mornent,  whether  you 
zxcwitb  Cbrifiy  ov  againji  bifti^^zs  is  evident  by 
your  pever,  in  any  material  inftance,,  preferring 
his  fervice  or  honour  to  the  ordinary  calls  of 
worldly  intereft  or  pleafure. 

If  you  are  on  Chrift^s  part,  what  paOion 
have  you  fubdued,  what  .appetite  denied,  what 

view 
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view  of  temporal  profit  or  honour,  though  ever  fo 

inconfiderable,  have  you  fet  afide,  purely  to  pleafe 

him  ?  Or  rather,  what  fenfe  of  his  goodnefe,  or 

your  paft  ingratitude,  do  you  even  now  feel,  to 

prove' to  you,  that  you  are  not  wholly  indifferent 

about  him,  his  religion,    or  your  place    among 

his  followers?    On  his  own    maxim,    the  cold, 

and    almoft  contemptuous   iervices  you  render 

him  for  the  lofs    of   his  life    and   blood   (lois 

,furely  I  may  call  it  in    refped   to    you)    coulJ 

not  intitie  you  to  the  name  of  his  friend,  were 

you  as  cold  to  this  world,  and  the    things  of 

it.     How  far  then  muft    they    be  from  giving 

you  any  claim   to  that  honourable  appellation, 

when    all  your    warmth  is   bellowed    on   that 

which  he  abhors,  which  he  commanded  you  to 

abhor,    and   you,    in   your  covenant  with  God 

through  him,    renounced    by   a    folemn   vow  ? 

Tc'U  honour  bim^    it  is  true,    and  but  a  little, 

with  your  lips ;   but  your  beart  is  far  from  bim. 

Full  well  he  knows  it,  for  he  is  a  fearcher  of 

hearts,   and  clearly    fees  wliere    all  the  ardour 

of   yours   is  placed,    while    he    hath  only   the 

worthlefs  compliment  of  your  profellions.     This 

you    may    be    experimentally  convinced  of  by 

an  impartial  confideration  of  your  prayers,  your 

faith,    and   the    general    caft    of    your    whole 

life- 

Your  prayers  are  but  feldom  offered  up  to 
the  abfolute  difpofer  of  all  things,  and  offisred 
with  fuch  an  unaccountable  coldnefs  of  heart, 
as  teftifies  no  affe<ftion,  fcarcely  indeed  a  bare 
dependance. 

Your  faith,  for  want  of  a  thorough  convi<flion, 
or  of  that  clofe  and  keen  attention,  which  the 
great   things  it  fets  before    you,    demand,    a- 

mounts 
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mouots  to  little  more,  than  a  mere  opinion  as 
to  either  the  paft  or  future  fads  fuggefted  ia 
your  creed.    Such  an  opinion  is  too  weak  to  have 
any  material  effeA  on  your  pradice,  too  feeble 
by  far  to  bring  fururity    even     into   competi- 
tipn  with  the    prefent  objedts  of  fenfe  and  ap- 
petite.    You  fee  thcfe  in  more  than  their  own 
fize  and  colouring ;  you  tafle  them  with  more 
reliih,  than  they  are  naturally  qualified  to  yield ; 
you  feel  them  with  all   the  fenfibility   of  your 
foul,  as  fraught  with  pleafure  only^    and  with 
more  of  it,  than   it  is  pofliblc  fuch  things  can 
afford  to  any,   but  a  very  fenfual  mind.     But 
in  fo  great  a  degree  of  dimnefs  and  confufion 
docs  the  eye  of  your  faith   prefent  you  with  a 
view  of    things    to  come,    that   heaven  hardly 
looks  like  happinefs,    or   hell    like    mifery,    or 
cither,  like  a  reality.     Nay,  faith  in  you  is  cn- 
flavcd   to  your  fenles ;  believes  what  they  pro- 
mife,    though    almofl    always    againft    reafon; 
hopes  for  h3ppinefst    againft   all  experience,    in 
the     purfuit    of    temporary,     uncertain,      un- 
fatisfadory,    and   therefore  infignificant  things ; 
0nd  follows  the  views  of  fle(hly  appetite  in  a 
world,    which  whofoever  trufts  to,  will    find  to 
be  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit^  at  the  lad. 

How  unlike  is  your  faith  to  that  of  a  real 
Chriftian  !  His  faith  draws  his  very  fenfes  into 
its  (ervice.  He  believes^  and  therefore  hears 
God  fpeaking  in  his  word  ;  feels  God  moving 
in  his  heart;  fees  the  judgment-feat  of  Chrift, 
with  the  glories  of  heaven,  and  the  horrors  of 
hell,  almoft  as  clearly,  as  if  they  were  diC- 
played  juft  before  his  eyes.  Nay,  he  fuffers 
the  anguiih  of  his  Saviour's  wouikIs  with  not 
much  lejg  pain,  than  if  the  nails  and  fpear  had 

pierced 
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pierced  bis  own  flefh  ;  and  triumphs  over  fin 
and  death  in  the  rcfurredtion  of  Chrift  with  an 
high  degree  of  that  joy,  he  knows  he  is  to 
feel,  when  he  (hall  arife  from  the  grave  him* 
felf. 

As  to  the  general  cad  and  tenor  of  your  life^ 
this  will  make  th^  melancholy  truth,  where* 
with  I  am  endeavouring  to  roufe  you,  (till 
more  indifputable.  An  infenfible  ftupidity  damps 
and  flattens  all  you  think  or  do  in  relation  to 
religion.  Here  you  know  nothing.  Here  you 
feet  nothing.  But  in  regard  to  this  world, 
you  ate  all  alive.  How  deeply  read  is  your 
underftanding  here!  How  warmly  engaged  is 
your  heart!  I  appeal  to  your  own  bread  for 
the  truth  of  thefe  obfervations,  and  of  this,  as 
the  fummary  of  them  all,  that  you  are,  at  bed, 
but  a  middling  Chridian,  and  yet,  at  the 
fame  time,  probably  a  good  farmer,  mechanic, 
'merchant,  o(  manager  of  your  temporal  affair^. 

Now,  I  know,  you  are  ready  to  declare, 
with  an  affcdled  humility,  **  that  it  is  the 
•*  height  of  your  ambition  in  religious  matters, 
*'  to  be  tn  ordinary  or  middling  Chridian. 
*'  Let  others,  you  fay,  fet  up  for  Angularity 
*•  and  faint(hip ;  for  your  part,  you  wi!*h  to  be 
•*  found  even  among  the  lowed  clafs  of  Chridians, 
^^  and  afpire  only  to  a  bare  acquittal."  And 
yet  you  want  not  your  (hare  of  ambition,  and 
pride  too.  Miiguidcd  man !  How  miferably  you 
midake  that  fur  humility,  which  is  but  luke- 
warmnefs  and  indifTerence.  But  where,  pray, 
is  the  humility  of  vilifying  thofe  religious  warmths 
in  others,  which  you  never  had  either  the 
fenfe  or  goodntfs  to  feel  in  yourfcif?  Know, 
unhappy  fclf-dccciver,   that  there  is,  there  can 

be, 
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be,  no  fuch  mortal,  as  a  middling  Chriftian. 
Neither  the  nature  of  our  religion,  as  fet  forth 
in  my  text,  and  throughout  the  fcriptures,  nor 
the  inconceivable  tendcrnefs  o£  Chrifl:  in  fufFer- 
ing  for  US;  neither  the  exalted  joys  promifed; 
nor  the  (hocking  torments  threatened,  will  fuf- 
fer  a  thinking  mind  to  be  indifferent.  If  you 
do  not  feel  the  force  of  what  1  am  faying  ia 
the  depths  of  your  foul,  what  an  infenuble  foul 
muft  that  be !  That  you  may  perceive,  I  fay 
not  thefe  things  of  myfelf,  but  by  authority  ; 
hear  them  from  him  who  lovetb  you^  and  bath 
laid  dcywn  bis  life  for  you^  and  neverthelcfs  thus 
accofts  you  on  the  fubjedt  of  your  indifference 
to  him,  and  attachment  to  the  world  ;  "  Ton 
**  cannot  ferve  two  Mafters^  you  cannot  fervt 
"  God  and  mammon.  He  tbat  hvetb  father  and 
**  motber  more  tban  me^  is  not  wortby  of  me  \  be  tbat 
**  lovetb  fon  or  daughter  more  tban  me,  is  not  wortby 
**  of  me ;  and  be  tbat  takith  not  bis  cro/$  andfoUowetb* 
*'  afur  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me.  He  tbat  findetb 
*'  his  life,  fhall  hfe  it,  and  he  tbat  lofetb  bi^ 
'*  life  for  my  fake,  fhall  find  it*'  Confider  now ; 
have  you  ever  given  up  any  of  thefe  things, 
or  even  much  fmaller  things,  fuch  as  houfes, 
or  lands,  for  the  fake  of  Chrift,  or  his  gofpel  i 
Or  do  you  think  yourfelf  capable  of  doing  it  ? 
You  who  ddly  facrifice  all  the  little  regard 
you  have  for  Chrift  to  every  moment  of  plea- 
sure, or  mite  of  gain  ? 

If  your  eyes  are  now  open,  look  about  you, 
and  tell  us  where  you  are;  furely  not  with 
Chrift,  but  againft  him,  not  even  with  a  com- 
pany of  indifFerents  and  neutrals,  but  of  repro- 
bates and  devils,  the  fink  and  fcum  of  the 
creation,  who  in  their  lufts,  and  even  pride  of 
thcjir   hearts,  have  wifely  preferred  rebellion  to 

gratitude, 
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gratitude,  infamy  to  glory,  and  hell  to  heaven. 
Do  you  not  obfcrve,  how  one  of  your  com- 
pany betrays  the  fon  of  God,  how  another  con- 
demns him,  how  another  (pits  in  his  facC) 
how  another  buffets,  how  another  fcourges, 
how  another  crucifies  him  ?  Dare  not  to  call 
Judas  a  traitor,  till  you  confider,  whether  you 
nave  not  more  than  once,  fold  the  Saviour  of 
mankind  for  fbme  pieces  of  filver.  Dare  not 
to  cenfure  Pilate  as  an  unjufl:  Judge,  before 
you  have  recolle£ted,  whether  you  never  by 
your  words  acquitted,  but  in  your  deeds  con- 
demned, the  Redeemer,  as  he  did,  to  pleafe 
the  world,  and  to  promote  or  (ecure  your  in*- 
tereft  with  its  great  ones.  Beware  of  charging 
the  unbelieving  foldiers,  who  executed  the  ien- 
tence  on  Chrift,  with  cruelty,  till  you  ferioufly 
refledt,  whether  you,  his  profefled  difciple,  have  not 
often  fpit  in  his  face,  buffcttdd  bim,  fcourged him, 
crucified  him,  by  your  fins,  as  well  as  they. 

But  here  you  will  fay,  "  what  can  Chrift 
**  cxpeft  from  (b  pooY  a  creature  as  me,  de- 
"  pendent,  while  in  this  world,  on  the  necef- 
•*  farics  of  life,  and  charged  by  providence  with 
**  a  family,  which  it  is  my  duty  to  take  care 
*•  of?  Befides,  hath  not  God  given  me  my 
^*  appetites  and  paifions,  and  fitted  the  good 
**  things  here  below  to  tbefe  internal  fprings 
**  of  djfire  and  adlion  which  he  himfelf  hath 
**  impreifed  on  my  nature.?  Muft  I  not  adt  as 
^*  an  inhabitant  of  this  world,  while  I  am  here  ? 
"  And  will  it  not  be  time  enough  to  adl  as 
*^  an  inhabitant  of  the  next  world,  when  1  find 
*•  myfelf  there  ?'* 

Arc  not  you  yourfelf  a  little  flartled  at  a 
plea,   the  fame  in   fubflance  with  that  of  the 
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declared  infidel,  and  as  agreeable  to  his  other 
principles,  as  it  is  wholly  repugnant  to  yours  ? 
Your  principles  tell  you,  that,  having  food  and 
raiment^  you  an  tbenwitb  io  be  contint.  Pray, 
is  this  all  you  feek  for  ?  It  is  true,  the  fanie 
principles  teach,  that,  if  you  provide  noi  foryeur 
awn^  and  efpecially  for  them  of  yowr  awn  bauft^ 
you  have  denied  the  fditb^  and  are  v^orfe  than  an 
infidel  But  what  are  you  obliged  hereby  to 
provide?  Not  furely  unneceflary  Aims  of  mo*- 
ney«  tbe  love  of  v)bieb  is  ibe  root  of  aU  evil ; 
not  great  eftates,  not  founding  titles,  not  fump- 
tuous  palaces,  not  luxurious  tables ;  noi  but 
food  and  raiment  only.  Every  thine  of  this  fort, 
you  are,  if  occafion  requires,  to  facrifice  to  Chrift, 
and  not  Chrift  to  them,  as  is  your  general  practice- 
If  God  hath  given  you  your  natural  appetites  and 
defires»  he  did  not  give  you  either  the  excefs  of 
thofe  appetites,  or* your  prefent  habit  of  in- 
dulging them  to  the  uttermoft.  If  he  ftored 
the  world  with  materials  for  your  gratification, 
it  was  not,  be  fure,  that  you  (bould  lade  your- 
Jilf  witb  tbick  clay^  ill-gotten  by  fraud  and  op- 
prefllon,  and  worfe  fpent  in  pride  and  riot; 
but  to  try,  whether  you  could  be  temperate  in 
ail  tbingSy  and  ufe  this  world  as  not  abu/btg  it ; 
and  whether  you  could,  in  the  midft  of  thefe 
things  below,  look  up,  and  fix  your  affeBion 
on  things  above.  If  you  are  a  Chriftian,  your 
principles  tell  you,  that  while  you  are  in  this 
worlds  you  are  not  to  live  like  a  man  of  this 
world  \  but  if  you  are  bom  of  God^  to  overeome 
the  world  and  to  keep  yourfelf  unfpotted  from 
ity  denying  all  ungodlmefs  and  worldly  luftt. 

Thus,  to  tlie  utternioft  of  your  power,    are 
you  to   a£t,     while  here,    or    you  will    never 

keep 
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keep  the  commandmenu  of  Cod^  nor  enter  into  life^ 
nor  have  any  opportunity  of  (hewing,  how  rca- 
dily  you  could  conform  to.  or  what  a  fine 
figure  you  could  make  in  a  better  world, 
were  you  tranflated  thither. 

This,  you  fte,  Chrift  aftually  cxpcfls  of  y«u, 
becaufe  he  knows  it  is,  or  puts  it  within  your 
power.  Your  pleading  poverty  therefore,  or  in- 
ability i0  only  done  to  cover  your  difinclina- 
tion,  ingratitude,  and  treachery.  Befides,  this 
part  of  your  pica,  I  muft  tell  you,  founds  moft 
fcandaloufly  iron)  your  mouth,  who  are  apt 
to  talk  fo  high  of  your  honour,  of  your  un- 
derftanding,  and  of  your  refolution,  on  fome 
occafions,  as  if  you  had  furmounted  the  infir* 
raities  of  human  nature,  and  needed  neither 
man  to  teach  you,  nor  even  God  to  help 
you. 

If  you  now  perceive,  that  you  are  not  with 
Chrift,  but  againft  him  (  if  you  fee  it  with  that 
ihame,  alarm,  and  terror,  which  ought  natu- 
rally to  accompany  fuch  a  light,  the  work  of 
this  day  is  done,  and  you  are  infinitely  hap* 
pter  now  in  your  grief,  than  you  were  a  few 
liours  ago  in  the  midfl  of  darknefs  and  fecurity. 
Bur,  if  you  are  flill  infenfible,  the  charge  of 
treachery  and  ingratitude,  fo  clearly  brought 
home  to  your  door,  muft  be  refumed,  and 
thofe  crimes,  as  committed  againft  the  Saviour 
of  the  world,  held  to  your  eyes  in  their  own 
enormous  fpulnefs,  for  how  otherwife  is  it  pof- 
(ible  to  roufe  you  i 

Confider  then  ferioufly,  if  you  can,  as  to  the 
charge  of  treachery,  that  when  you  were  bap- 
tifed,  you  gave  in  your  name  to  Chrift;  you 
covenanted  with   God  through  him  your  inter- 

ceflbrj 
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ceflbr;    you  vowed  abhorrence  to  his  enemies; 
you  vowed  fidelity,  love,  and  obedience  to  him, 
during    the  courfe  of   your  life.     On  this,    he 
entrufted   you   with  his  name  and   honour,    to* 
gether  with  a  title  to  all  the  infinite  bleilings, 
arifing  from  peace  with  God,  a  peace  purcbaled 
with   his  lad  agonies  and  blood.     Confider  now, 
on    the   other    fide,    that    your   whde   life    is 
little    elfe,   than  one   continued   breach  of  the 
covenant  and  vow   you   made ;   one  continued 
infult  on  his  name  and  honour;  one  continued 
cxpofure  of  both  to  the  blafphemy  of  his  cnei 
mies.     You  renounced  thofe  original  adverfaries 
of  Chrift,  the  devil,  the  world,    and  the  flefti ; 
what  elfe  have  you,   all  along,  loved,  conlbrted 
with,  or  followed  ?  By  this  you  fpread  a  fnarc  for 
the  feet  of  the  weak,  and  make  your  name  of  a 
chriftian  the  bait.     By  this  you  give   Chrift  a 
defeat,  and  the  devil  a  triumph.     If  this  is  not 
treachery,    then  Judas  himfelf  was  faithful.     If 
this  is  not  crucifying  the  fon  of  God  afrejb^  and 
putting  bim  to  optnfbame^  then  he  Was  never  cru- 
cified at  Jerlifalem,    nor   expofed  to  contempt 
between  two  thieves.     And  if  this  is  not  a  degree 
of  treachery,  fufficient  to  match  the  hotteft  place 
of  punifliment,  for  what  other  aime  iSs  that  place 
referved } 

But  you  intend,  you  fay,  no  fuch  treachery  to 
Chrift,  no  fuch  new  crucifixion  of  your  Saviour. 
How  ?  Don't  you  know  chriftianity  is  vilified, 
Chrift  himfelf  blafphemed,  and  his  ipiritual  body 
corrupted,  wounded,  mangled,  through  your 
unchriftian  courfe  of  life }  Or  are  your  fms  all  un- 
intended, undefigned,  and  purely  accidental  ?  Do 
you  mean   abfolutejy  nothing  by  following  the 
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flefti,  iwd  hunting  after  the  world,  with  all  the 
force  of  your  underftanding,  and  all  the  anxiety 
of  your  heart  ?  Nothing,  I  verily  believe,  but 
your  own  gratification.  But  then  mod  certainly 
nothing  more  was  meant  by  the  firft  betrayers  and 
murderers,  of  Chrift.  Will  you  admit  this  plea 
of  yours,  when  made  by  your  fervant  ?  He,  poor 
man,  tells  you,  it  is  not  to  offend  or  injure  you, 
but  to  pleafe  himfelf,  that  he  performs  none  of 
your  commands,  does  every  thing  you  diflike,  and 
aflbciates  often  with  your  enemies ;  and  you  are 
as  well  aiTured  of  his  fmcerity,  on  this  occafion, 
as  of  your  own  towards  God,  in  the  ufc  of  this 
apology.  How  dare  you  now  expedl.  better  fer- 
vices  from  him,  than  you  render  to  God,  the 
great  mailer  of  you  both  ? 

In  the  next  place,  whether  your  ingratitude  is 
not  of  as  deep  a  black,  as  your  treachery,  you 
will  never  know,  'till  you  feelingly  refleft  on 
what  Chrift  hath  done  for  you,  and  as  im- 
partially, on  what  you  have  done  to  him. 

He,  the  fon  of  God,  hath  died  to  (ave  you, 
a  poor  unworthy  criminal,  from  endlefs  infamy 
and  mifery  (O  think  how  great  that  infamy  and 
mifery !)  and  to  bring  you  to  endlefs  glory  and 
happinds ;  O  confidcr,  how  high  that  glory  ! 
How  infinite  that  happinefs !  How  coolly  you 
hear  it !  As  coolly  you  return  it  by  your  formal 
profefTions,  your  dry  thankfgivings,  your  un- 
willing and  infignificant  fervices,  thro'  which 
(carcely  any  footfteps,  of  either  your  under- 
ftanding  or  affeftion,  are  to  be  traced.  Yet 
this  negative  is  the  leaft  ugly  fide  of  your  in- 
gratitude. On  the  other,  are  found  all  your 
pofitive  fins;  your  vile  thoughts,  yolir  felfe, 
profane,  or  feducing  difcourfe ;  your  abominaUe; 
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a(ftions;  all  imagined,  uttered,  committed,  di- 
redlly  agamft  him  who  died  for  you.  Of  this 
you  arc  well  aware,  if  you  know  any  thing  of 
the  religion  you  profefs,  and  therefore  cannot 
claim  the  benefit  of  Chrift*s  dying  prayer,  even 
for  his  murderers,  Father^  fargive  tbem^  for  tb€y 
know  mi  what  tbey  do.  You  perfectly  well  know, 
what  you  are  doing  by  all  your  coldnefs  of 
devotion,  and  by  all  your  warmth  in  fin.  You 
know,  that  coldnefs  is  a  renunciation  of  him,  and 
that  warmth,  rebellion  againft  him.  You  know, 
that,  by  both,  you  his  profefled  member,  unn^ 
turally  nail  him  to  a  new  crofe.  Will  you  pro- 
ceed to  repeat  this  inhuman,  this  ungrateful,  this 
atheiilicat  murder,  a^;moft  every  moment  of  your 
life,  and  ftill  continue  to  call  Chrift  y^oar  Sa- 
viour? What  cruelty,  what  modcery,  is  equal 
to  this  ? 

Know,  moil  fatally-miftaken  man,  that  this 
is  defperate,  infinite,  folly  too  (for  to  bim  all 
fower^  all  judgmtnt^  in  heaven  and  earthy  are 
committed)  and  that  you  are  in  a  ftate  of  real 
rebeliicMi  againft  the  fovereign  of  the  world, 
and  of  war  with  the  Almighty.  ,  If  your  forces 
are  fufHcient  to  maintain  this  war,  and  your 
armour  proof  againft  this  two-edged  fword,  go 
on ;  but,  for  ihame,  no  longer  fay,  you  are  a 
chriftian.  ,  There  is  as  much  fenfe,  and  more 
Goniiftency,  in  diredly  contending  with  God, 
than  in  pretending  to  be  his  fervant,  and  yet 
fighting  againft  him. 

But  in  cafe  you  know  your  own  weakn^is,  and 
are  afraid  of  contending  with  an  adveriary,  to 
v>bom  vengeance  belongetb^  and  who  can,  and  mil 
repay^  let  me,  with  the  grief,  the  fear,  the  com- 
panion^ of  a  fellow-cretture,  and  a  feilow-chrif- 
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tian^  earaeftly  prefs  you  to  repent^  and  make 
your  fubmiilion,  this  very  inftanc.  Your  cafe 
will  not  admit  a  moment's  delay;  neidier  is 
'  there  any  medium  between  being  far  Cbrift^  and 
i^ainfi  bim.  Salvation  is  found  only  in  being 
tor  him ;  damnation  onl3r,  in  being  againft  him. 
Awake,  coniiderthis,  ere  it  is  too  late,  andchoofe 
your  party;  but  confider  it  with  your  whole 
underftanding,  and  choofe  with  your  whole  hearty 
for  remember  you  choofe  for  all  eternity. 

And  may  the  all-wife  God  ailift  you,  and  ud 
alU  in  this  erne  thing  needful,  for  the  &kc  of 
Chrift  Jefus,  our  Redeemer,  to  whom  with  the 
Father  of  mercies,  and  the  Comforter  of  fouls, 
be  all  might,  majefty,  dignity,  and  dominion, 
now,  and  for  evermore.    Amen. 
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DISCOURSE    XIV. 

Folly  wifer  than  WifHom. 

St.  L  U  K  E    3cvi.    8. 

^c  children  of  this  world  are  in  their  generation 
wifer  than  the  children  of  light. 

ST.  James  tells  us,  there  are  two  kinds  of 
wijdom^  that  which  is  from  above^  pure^ 
peaceable^  gentle^  eafy  to  be  intreated^  full 
of  mercy  and  good  fruits^  without  partiality^  and 
without  hypocrtfy  ;  and  that  which  is  from  beneath^ 
earthly^  fenfual^  deyilijh.  They,  who  are  en- 
lightened by  the  former,  which  is  nothing  elfe, 
but  the  knowledge  and  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  are 
in  my  text  called  the  children  of  light ;  and  they 
who  Follow  the  latter,  are  there  called  the  children 
of  this  world. 

-  Perfedl  wifdom  confifts  in  a  right  choice  both 
of.  ends  and  means,  and  in  a  (teady  purfuit  of 
thofe  ends  by  thefe  meana  The  real  child  of 
light,  or  the  true  chriftian,  (hews  himfelf  wife 
in  all  the  three  refpedts,  but  more  efpecially  in 
the  choice  of  his  grand  end  or  aim,  which  is  to 
.  pleafe  God^  and  to  be  happy  for  ever. 
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In  regard  to  his  chief  end  or  view,  the  child 
of  this  world  (hews  himfelf  to  be  a  fool,  for 
the  ivifdom  of  this  world  is  foolijbnefs  with  Gody 
who  can  beft  diftinguifh  between  the  true  and 
falfe  wifdom ;  but  then  the  worldling,  in  the 
choice  of  his  means,  and  ftill  more  in  the  fteadi- 
neft  of  his  purfuit,  leaves  the  good  chriftian  fo 
far  behind,  that,  in  thefe  branches  of  wifdom^ 
he  is  pronounced  by  our  Saviour,  at  the  clofe  of 
the  parable  from  whence  my  text  is  taken,  to  be 
wifer  than  the  child  of  light. 

It  was  however  by  no  means  the  intention  of 
our  blefled  Saviour  to  recommend  the  worldly 
wifdom  to  us,  nor  to  propofe  the  policy  of  the 
fteward  in  the  parable  as  a.  fit  objedt  of  our  imi- 
tation, any  further  than  as  he  (hewed  himfelf 
wife  in  turning  his  prefent  opportunities  to  his 
future  advantage.  This  is  plain  from  his  being 
called  an  unjuft  or  iniquitous  fteward  in  the  para-^ 
ble  itfelf,  and  even  by  him  who  applauds  the 
craft  of  his  contrivance.  We  know,  that,  in  the 
judgment  of  our  blelTed  Saviour,  all  iniquity, 
how(bever  deeply  (chemed,  and  artfully  managed^ 
is  folly ;  and  fuch  it  will  furely  appear  to  be  at 
that  time,  when  he  will  fay,  depart  from  me  ^all 
ye  that  work  iniquity.  He  only  laments  and  re-' 
proves  it  in  mankind,  that  the  very  wifeft  and 
beft  among  us  rarely,  perhaps  never,  (hew  as 
high  a  degree  of  thought  and  forecaft  for  the 
eternal  intereft  of  their  fouls,  a  matter  of  infinite 
confequence,  as  men  of  only  equal  talents  (hew 
in  'regard  to  their  worldly  intereft,  which,  in 
comparifon,  is  a  thing  of  no  moment.  And  to 
make  this  refleftion,  fo  very  aftoni(hing,  and  fo 
very  (cvere,  and  yet  fo  glaringly  true,  the  more 
ftriking,  he  couches  it  in  a  proverbial  paradox, 
and  (ays,  the  children  of  this  worlds  or  gf  igno- 
rance and  darknefs,  are  in  their  generation^  their 
tribe  or  fort,  wifery  than  the  children  of  lights  or 
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of  true,  real,  and  heavenly  knowkdge;  thofe, 
he  affirms,  fee  better  at  midnight,  than  thefe 
at  noon  day ;  they,  who  are  fo  (tupid  as  to 
prefer  a  (hort  life  of  vanity  and  vexation  to  an 
endlefs  life  of  happinefs  and  glory,  do  never- 
thelcfs,  being  more  clofely  interefted  in  fo  abfurd 
a  choice,  put  their  natural  abilities  more  on 
the  ftretch,  and  ccHifequently  exercife  more 
thought  and  judgment,  in  order  to  the  accom- 
pli(hment  of  their  low  and  infignificant  deflgn^ 
than  the  wifeft  faint  does,  for  his  foul,  for  hea- 
ven, and  for  God.  This,  in  (hort,  is  what  he 
upbraids  us  with,  that  the  worldly  man  hath 
more  of  the  worldly  wifdom,  than  the  ipiritual 
man  hath^  of  the  fpiritual.  The  nian,  who 
fchemes  only  for  this  life,  is  fo  far  bedarkened, 
as  to  know,  neither  the  world,  nor  himfelf,  or 
Tie  would  not  lay  out  himfelf  upon  it;  and 
yet  he  conduds  himfelf,  in  order  to  it,  widi 
great  addrefs  and  judgment.  Whereas  he,  who 
(chcmes  for  heaven,  is  fo  far  in  the  light,  as 
to  know  both,  to  know  what  heaven  is,  who 
God  is,  and  how  the  one  is  to  be  f^rved,  and 
the  other  obtained ;  and  yet  afts,  on  moft  occa- 
fions,  as  if  he  thought  his  foul  not  worth  the 
laving,  nor  God  worth  ferving,  nor  heaven  worth 
acquiring. 

Experience  would  have,  made  this  (hameful 
truth  but  too  evident,  had  our  Saviour  never 
pronounced  it.  Compare  the  ftatefman  and 
feint,  each  in  hia  own  way,  on  the  articles 
of  attention,  application,  depth  of  thought, 
force  of  judgment,  and  quicknefs  or  fldll  m 
the  choice  of  expedients  and  meafures;  and 
you  will  foon  fubfcribe  to  our  Saviour's  decifion, 
though  you  do  not  receive  him  as  yours. 

Compare  the  merchant,  or  lower  ftill,  the 
tradefman  and  farmer,  with  the  plain  good 
chriftian,  of  equal,  or,  if   you  pleafe,  of  fupe- 
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nor  abilities;  and  while  you  fee  this  merchant, 
or  mechanick,  applying  clofely  to  his  worldly 
bufinefs,  looking  marply,  reafoning  clearly,  judg- 
ing (kilfully,  and,  if  need  be,  confulting  the 
moft  knowing  of  his  neighbours,  in  all  his 
dealings,  whether  he  buys,  fells,  or  contefts  a 
property  of  any  kind  \  you  fee  the  good  chrif- 
tian  frequently  off  his  guard,  fometimcs  afleep 
on  the  brink  of  deftrudtion,  and  difcovering 
filch  a  want  of  knowledge  and  judgment,  as  to 
religious  matters  of  the  greateft  moment,  that 
you  cannot  help  wondering,  what  is  become 
of  that  natural  underftanding,  he  (hews  in  other 
things,  that  do  by  no  means,  fo  nearly  concern 
him.  See  how  the  worldly  man  labours  by  day 
and  night!  how  he  weighs  his  words!  how  he 
fets  his  very  looks,  to  the  drift  of  his  defigns! 
how,  like  a  ferpent,  he  winds  this  way  and 
that,  when  he  is  at  a  pinch !  how  he  now  mines 
and  dives  from  the  eye  of  your  penetratbn! 
and  how  now  again  he  (hews  his  teeth,  if  he 
hopes  to  intimidate !  and  all  this  perhaps  for 
an  advantage  of  five  or  fix  (hillines  in  buying 
your  web  of  cloth,  or  felling  his  horfe!  what 
do  you  fee  like  this  in  the  chriftian,  confidered 
as  fuch?  It  is  true  he,  now  and  then,  examines 
himfelf ;  fometimes  meditates ;  often  prays  ^ 
goes  frequently  to  the  houfe  and  table  of^  God ; 
is  honefl  in  his  dealings  \  is  compaffionate  to  the 
poor;  is  (bber  as  to  wine,  and  modefl  as  to 
women.  But  then  how  often  do  fenfelefs  preju- 
dices, idle  cufloms,  or  unruly  paffions,  throw 
him  off  his  guard  into  a  conduit,  as  remote 
from  common  fenfe,  as  from  the  flriftnefs  of  his 
religious  principles !  How  many  idle  words  are 
fuftered  to  pafs  over  his  tongue,  and  unworthy 
thoughts  through  his  mind  !  Is  there  a  day, 
wherein  he  does  not,    more  than  once,  put  his 
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hand  to  fuch  aftions,  as  religion  forbids,,  or  ne- 
gleft  thofe  it  requires  ?  How  cool  is  he  to  the 
honour  of  God,  and  to  the  propagation  of  his 
gofpel  among  his  children  and  fervants?  Does 
he  appear  to  hunger  or  third  for  righteoufnefs  ? 
Does  he  care,  cark,  and  labour,  with  all  the 
vehemence  of  his  affeftions,  and  at  the  full 
ftretch  of  his  faculties,  for  heaven  ;  as  the  child 
of  this  world  does  for  vanity  and  vexation  ? 
Far  from  it.  God  is  his  mafler  ^  but  were  you 
to  judge  by  his  behaviour  only  on  many  occa- 
fions,  you  would  take  him  to  be  the  fervant 
of  (bme  Lord,  equally  void  of  fenfe  and  good- 
nefs.  Heaven  too  is  his  aim,  but  were  you 
to  judge  of  it  merely  by  the  manner  of  his 
purfuit  (f©  feeble  at  beft,  (b  often  interrupted 
by  trifles,  and  fo  ill-advifed  throughout)  you 
would  take  heaven  to  be>  of  all  things^  the 
moft  infignificant. 

How  far  are  the  votaries  of  heaven  outdone 
by  thofe' of  ambition  and  avarice!  A  Caefar, 
or  Cromwell,  aims  at  ends,  that  feem  to  be 
placed  beyopd  the  bounds  of  poffibility,  and 
above  the  reach  of  human  power.  Yet  by  a 
thorough  exertion  of  their  abilities,  by  an  ob- 
flinate  perfeverance  in  well-chofen  meafures 
(well-chofen,  I  mean,  in  regard  to  the  ends 
in  view)  and  by  a  refolution,  which  no  hard- 
fliips,  no  dangers  can  (hake,  they,  in  a  few 
years,  accomplifh  their  defigns,  and  find,  they 
had  laboured  for  nothing  but  vanity  and  vexation 
of  Spirit ! 

As  much  a  fool  is  the  mifer  in  regard  to  his 
end,  and  no  lefs  wife  in  the  choice  of  means. 
How  mortified  is  the  man  to  all  folly  and  vanity, 
but  the  folly  and  vanity  of  poflefling  more 
than  he  can  poflibly  ever  ufe,  or  even  means 
in  the  leaft  to  enjoy.  From  his  view  of  grow- 
ing  richer   he   never    wavers  a  fmgle  moment, 
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nor  to  the  value  of  a  fingle  farthing.  He 
waftes  fuch  wifdom  on  the  acquifition  of  a 
fhilling,  as  Casfar  could  not  outdo  iti  that  of  an 
empire. 

What  candidate  now  for  an  heavenly  crown 
can  you  compare  with  Caefar  or  Cromwell  ? 
Who  labours  for  eternal  riches,  as  the  mifer 
does  for  money  ?  What  is  the  wifdom  of  the 
/aint,  or  martyr,  to  theits  ?  Which  of  thefe 
heroes  in  chriftianity  does  not  often  fall  into 
ftupid  errors  and  fins,  it  may  be  of  the  grofler 
kiiids,  as  David  and  St.  Peter  ?  Take  Solomon, 
if  yau  plcafe,  for  the  wifeft*H:hild  of  light.  Did 
^ver  the  fillieft  child  of  this  world  deviate  fo 
far  from  his  worldly  fcheme  of  life,  as  that 
monarch  did,  from  his  religious  one,  when  he 
was  on  his  knees  before  a  deifiecj  ftone  or 
Jqgf 

The  force  of  Jiuman  undeiftanding  is  in  no- 
thing (b  clearjy  feen,  as  in  the  wars  waged  by 
mankind  on  one  another,  for  things  of  no  value, 
often  for  things  of  a  pernicious  nature,  to  the 
pofleflbrs.  The  art  ot  war,  and  .the  difplay 
of  it  in  a  long  and  a<5live  campaign,  is  un- 
doubtedly the  hiehefl:  exemplification  of  human 
v/ifdom,  that  hath  ever  been,*  or  poffibly  can  be 
given,  is  the  chriftian  warfare,  wherein  the 
Ibul,  and  heaven,  are  contended  for,  managed 
with  any  thing  like  it  ?  No,  there  is  nothing 
fo  filly  as  the  chriftian  foldier  in  his  endeavours 
to  defeat  the  ftratagems  of  his  fpiritual  enemies ; 
nothing  fo  awkward  as  he  in  the  ufe  of  his 
armour.  His  helmet  of  falvation  is  /thrown  on 
the  ground,  and  his  fliield  of  fiiitli  lies  at  a 
diftance,  when  the  adverlary  of  his  foul  is 
laying  at  him.  With  the  fword  gf  the  fpirit 
he  knows  not  how  to  make  a  fmgle  ftroke,- 
when  infidelity  and  vice  ought  to  be  invaded 
How  he  yawns,  when  his  enemies  are  upon  him  ! 

How 
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How    he    nods    over    the   danger    of   cndleft 
mifery ! 

Though  the  chriftian  martyrs  died  for  truth,  for 
heaven,  and  for  God,  we  admire  their  fortitude 
and  contempt  of  death,  and  revere  it  as  a  great 
and  fingular  fort  of  heroifm,  as  if  they  had 
not  trampled  on  pain  and  death  for  fomewhat 
infinitely  more  valuable,  than  prefent  eafe  and 
life.  But  a  fmgle  field  of  battle  may  fuffice 
to  fhew,  how  this  world's  martyrs  exceed  them 
in  numbers,  and  equal  them  in  bravery,  by  the 
hundred  thoufand,  who  encounter  death  there 
in  all  its  pomp  and  terror,  and  by  the  twenty 
thoufand  that  fall  for  the  hope  of  a  little  higher 
port,  or  for  the  payment  of  fixpence  by  the 
day.  Chriftiinity  is  not  Icfs  outdone  by  this 
world  in  confeuors,  than  in  martyrs.  Who 
fuffers  fo  much  hunger,  cold,  felf -denial,  or 
even  perfecution,  for  religion,  as  the  mifer  juft 
fiow  mentioned,  for  his  wealth?  Who  is  fo 
faving  of  his  confcience,  or  of  his  treafurc  in 
heaven,  as  this  wretch  is,  of  a  mouldy  cruft, 
br  an  inch  of  candle  ^ 

Now,  were  the  fpiritual  wifdom  of  much 
greater  extent  and  difficulty  in  the  acquifition, 
than  the  worldly ;  or,  did  the  benefits  arifing 
from  the  pofleflion  of  the  worldly  wifdom,  vaftly 
exceed  thofe  which  fpring  from  me  fpiritual ;  the 
too  general  indifference  for,  and  ignorance  of  this, 
and  the  intdnfe  defire  of  that,  together  with  the 
prodigious  progrefs  made  in  it,  obfervable  in  the 
bulk  of  mankind,  would,  on  the  comparifon,-  be 
lefs  aftbnifhing  and  Ihameful  than  they  are.  But 
the  truth  is,  a  few  days  are  fufficient,  for  the  at- 
tainrnent  of  fo  much  fpiritual  wifdom,  as  is  re- 
quifite  for  the  falvation  of  a  foul,  and  the  benefits 
arifing  from  it,  infinite ;  whereas,  the  clofe  appli- 
cation of  an  iant^diltivjaft  Ijfe  is  not  enough  to 
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make  any  man  a  thorough  mailer  of  the  worldly 
wifdom;  and  then,  its  fruits  and  benefits^  as 
their  utmoft  termination  is  at  the  grave,  muft  be 
but  of  very  little  value  to  an  inlmortal  being. 
Befides,  the  worldly  wifdom  ahnoft  always  fails  of 
its  end,  the  fpiritual,  never.  Again,  he  who  thirfts 
for  the  fpiritual  wifdom,  for  pure  water  from  the 
fountain  of  life^  is  as  well  qualified  to  receive  it  in 
the  veifel  of  his  natural  capacity,  as  the  mere 
temporal  man  is  to  receive  that,  in  his,  which 
flows  from  the  fens  and  qu^mires  of  this  world. 

The  art,  neverthelefs,  of  reclaimbg  and  faving 
the  foul,  and  of  acquiring  eternal  happineik,  Hiort 
and  eafy  as  it  is  to  the  learner,  and  infallible  as 
it  i8»  if  known  and  reduced  to  pradlice,  in  the 
attainment  of  its  infinitely  defirable  end,  is  but 
imperfe^y  known,  and  ftill  more  imperfeftly 
applied,  by  the  real  children  of  light.  But  the 
art  of  acquiring  riches,  of  catering  for  our  plea- 
fures,  and  of  rifmg  to  worldly  ]x>wer  and  honour, 
which  cannot  be  arrived  at,  without  mfinite  ftudy 
and  pains,  which  is  fo  difficult  in  the  pra6tice,  and 
hazardous  in  the  fuccefs,  as  all  men  know ;  and 
as  all  dying  men  know,  fo  vain,  fo  infignificant 
in  its  end  and  aim;  is  well  underftood,  aild  as 
well  followed,  by  the  generality  of  mankind  ;  and 
why  ?  But  becaufe  the  children  of  this  world,  who 
are  by  far  the  greater  number,  give  their  whole 
hearts,  and  confcquently  their  whole  heads  to  it  \ 
while  the  children  of  light  give  but  a  (hare, 
perhaps  no  great  (hare,  o?  either^  to  that  light, 
and  the  remainder  is  at  the  fervice  of  a  world) 
which  they  have  folemnly  renounced. 

There  is  no  child  of  this  world,  who, 
fuppofing  him  ever  (b  unthinking,  will  not 
chufc  a  greater,  rather  than  a  fmaller  piece 
of  gold,  though  they  muft  be  put  into  vhe 
fcales  to  find  a  difference.  But  fuppofing  the  dif- 
ference to  be  very  confiderable,  as  of  one,  and  a 
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thoufaiid,  in  that  cafe,  if  he  hath  his  choice,  ha 
never  deliberates,  but  inftantly,  eagerly  prefers 
the  greater.  So  inftantly  would  he  chufe  a  life, 
rather  than  an  hour,  of  pleafure,  equal  in  degree, 
and  differing  only  in  continuance.  So  inftantly 
would  he  chufe  a  large  eftate,  rather  than  a 
fingle  acre ;  and  a  kingdom,  than  an  eftate.  So  far 
reafon  helps  the  moft  ftupid  to  wifdonfi  in  fenfible 
and  worldly  things;  but  goes  a  great  way  farther  in 
deeper  thinkers.  Thefe  it  will  put  on  ploughing  and 
fowing  in  order  to  (bmewhat  yet  unfeen,  the 
future  increafe  of  harveft;  it  will  put  them  on 
laying  out  large  fuma  in  trade,  with  a  view  to 
future  profit ;  it  will  put  them  on  pra6tifing  the 
ftriftcft  abftinence,  on  fwallowing  the  moft  nau- 
feous  medicines,  or  even  on  cutting  off  their 
limbs,  for  fake  pf  future  health.  Yet  the  dif- 
ference between  the  thing  chofen,  and  the 
thing  avoided,  in  all  thefe  and  the  like  cafes, 
is  but  fm^U;  for  every  man  knows,  that  a  few 
days  may,  or,  at  leall,^  few  years  muft,  re- 
duce it  to   nothing. 

But  fet  the  fame  man  to  compare  temporal 
things  with  eternal,  and  you  (hall  fee  him, 
as  it  were,  fuddenly  deprived  of  his  reafon, 
chufing  that  which  is  uncertain,  rather  than 
that  which  is  fure !  that  which  is  momentary, 
rather  than  that  which  i3  eternal !  that  which 
IS  fmall  and  worthlefs,  rather  than  that  which 
is  infinitely  Valuable !  Nay,  that  which  he  knows 
to  be  evil  on  the  whole,  rather  than  that  which 
he  knows  to  be  wholly  good.  In^all  this  now 
he  follows  but  one  rule,  a  rule,  direftly  againft 
which  he  adls  in  tillage,  trade,  phyfic,  namely, 
to  chufe  the  prefent  rather  than  the  future, 
though  the  future  is,  in  his  own  judgment,  in? 
finitely  better. 

If 
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If  we  enquire,  how  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  his 
boafted  reafon  here  (6  ftrangely  deferts  him,  we 
(hall  find,  it  is  becaufe  he  feldom  weighs  fpiri- 
tual  and  temporal  things  together  in  the  fame 
ballance,  but  apart,  and  therefore  knows  not 
how  to  make  a  juft  and  fair  comparifon.  Tem- 
poral and  prefent  things  prefs  on  him,  not  only 
with  all  their  own,  but  with  a  large  addition 
of  imaginary  weight.  This  is  owing  to  the 
quicknefs  of  his  fcnfes,  and  the  vehemence  of 
his  affeftions  and  paflions.  On  the  other  fide, 
fpiriiual  things  lie  but  lightly  on  his  apprc* 
henfion  through  the  deadnefs  of  his  faith*,  and 
the  dulnefs  or  infrequency  of  his  meditations. 
Having  therefore  lively  impreffions  of  the  tem- 
poral, he  eafily  difcerns  their  difierences,  and 
weighs  them,  one  againft  the  other,  with  fuffi- 
cient  exadncfs ;  but  can  make  little  or  no  corp- 
parilbn  of  tbe  fpiriiual  with  fpirUual^  a  thing 
never  done,  but  by  the  wifdom  which  the  Holy 
Gboft  teachetby  becaufe  he  will  not  give  his 
mind  to  this  wifdom,  nor  admit  a  clear  and 
lively   fenfe  of  fuch  things. 

But,  if  at  any  time,  fenfe,  on  one  fide, 
and  faith,  on  the  other,  Ihould  attempt  to 
bring  the  comparative  weight  of  temporal  and 
fpiritual  things  to  the  teft  of  his  reafon; 
his  reafon,  knowing  only  the  weight  of  the 
former,  nay,  perhaps  taking  it  to  be  greater 
than  it  is,  through  the  impofition  of  his  fen(es, 
appetites,  affedions,  paflions,  and  imagination  ; 
and  little,  or  not  at  all,  affedted  by  his  faith 
towards  the  latter;  fwerves  to  the  fide  of  tem- 
poral things,  or  is  too  eafily  prevailed  with^  at 
leaft:  to  tolerate  a  preference  (he  cannot  ap-* 
prove.  Here  reafon  lofes  her  prerogative,  not 
her  being,  or  her  ftrength;  for  henceforth  (he 
is  employed  in  planning  and  executing  the 
worldly  or    fcnfual    fchcmes    of  her    feducers, 
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afcnd,  according  to  her  higher  or  lower  degree 
of  ability,  makes  the  man  a  more  or  lets  in* 
geniou^  fool,  ingenious  as  to  means,  and  a  fool 
as  to  ends.  He  knows  the  difference  between 
a  true  and  counterfeit  farthing,  and  always  choofes 
the  true ;  yet  he  obeys  the  command  of  a  pope 
s^gainft  the  exprefs  command  of  God;  he  drains 
^t  the  gnat  of  mint- ty the,  and  fwallows  the 
tAxtiA  of  iniquity  and  cruelty;  he  boggles  at 
ad  innocent,  peihaps  ufeful,  ceremony^  but 
firetches  away  at  full  fpeed  on  the  road  of 
ichffm. 

Here  you  may  learn   how  it  is,  that  the  evi- 
JkHti  of  things  not  feen  dwindles  down  to  al- 
iDoft  nothing;  and  the  fubjiance  of  things  hoped 
f^f  evaporates  into  a  fhadow.     Death  and  judg- 
metlt,   beCaufe  yet  future,   and  not  foreieen  in 
ahy  pretife  point  of  tinfte,   are  fct  afidc,  as  c- 
VeHts  that  may  never  occur.     Heaven  and  hell 
to6  are   removed  ftill  farther  from    the  atten- 
tion ;  and  even   hei,  who  is  not  only  about  them 
hitt    iPitbin  tbem^    is  not  in   all  the    thoughts  of 
Juch  men.     No,   they  have  other  things  to  think 
of|  'xhat  they  Jhall  eat^  and  what  th^  Jball  drink^ 
Md  therewithal  thiy  jball  be  chathea^  nay,  how 
ihey  (hall  gather  that  which  they   never  mean 
td  ufe,  of  fquander  that  which  they  know  not 
bcw  to  give  ;  how  they  (hall  prolong  their  lives, 
dt)d  (horten  their  days;    how  they  (hall  recon- 
cile honour  to  treachery  in  themfelves,  and  con- 
,   tempt  tb  integrity  in  orher  men ;  how   they  who 
find  no  fatisfadtion   in   a    natural    world   made 
by  God,   may  be  happy  in  an  artificial  one  of 
their  own  making,  with  pernicious  cookeries  for 
wb6l6fom6  food,  with  coaches  inftcad  of   their 
eWh  k^gs,    and   v/ith   candlelight  in  the  place 
of  fuh-lT^ine.     H^re  is  their  treafure ;   and  here 
fife  their  hearts  •    and  here  therefore  are  their 
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heads  too,  full-fraught  with  that  kind  of  wif- 
dom,  which  is  neccffary  to  a  fcheme  of  life, 
infinitely  perplexed  in  its  views,  and  not  le& 
operofe  id  the  ttianagement. 

Now,  the  good  Chriftian  (I  mean  as  the  world 
goes)  partakes  too  much  in  this  character,  and 
looks  like  the  joint  iflue  of  light,  and  of  this 
world.  His  falfe  heart  often  forgets,  that  it 
belongs  to  a  Chriftian,  and  is  divided.  So  is 
his  underftanding  too  of  courfe.  He  goes 
to  two  different  fchools,  and  attends  to  two 
oppofite  arts,  and  therefore  cannot  poffibly 
be  fo  good  a  proficient  in  either,  as  the 
worldling  is  in  the  management  of  his  tem- 
poral defigns,  which  engrofles  the  whole 
man. 

Thus  flands  the  comparifon  between  the  real 
children  of  light,  and  thofe  of  this  world.  You 
may  eafily  judge  how  it  is  likely  to  terminate 
between  the  latter,  and  the  pretended  children  of 
light,  who  make  chriftianity  the  compliment  of 
their  profcffions  only,  but  know  almoft  nothing 
of  its  principles  or  fpirit,  and  live  in  direft  con- 
tradittion  to  what  they  do  know.  Here  we  have 
not  wifdom  to  compare  with  wifdom,  but  down- 
right folly  and  ftupidity  of  the  groffeft  kind. 
We  need  not  therefore  take  up  much  time  in 
examining  a  difFerence  fo  glaringly  evident  dn  the 
flighteft  infpeftion. 

The  profeflbrs,  I  am  fpeaking  of  infift,  they 
are  chriftians  \  and  we,  for  the  prefent,  will  grant 
ir,  purely  bccaufe  they  have  been  baptifed ;  but 
we  mull  take  leave  at  the  fame  time,  to  ciall  therh 
children  of  this  world,  for  this  obvious  reafon, 
that  we  can  fee  nothing  in  them,  or  about  them, 
which  favours  of  any  thing  elfe.  As  each  of 
them  therefore  is  a  fort  of  double  tnan,  we  want 
not  another  for  a  comparifoti,  and  have  nothing 
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more  to  do,  than  juft  to  fee,  whether  his  wifdom, 
as  a  child  of  light,  or  as  a  child  of  this  world,  is 
mod  confiderabie.  This  will  coft  us  but  little 
pains.  Two  or  three  points  of  trial  will  lead  us 
to  a  clear  decifion. 

View  him  on  his  worldly  fide,  in  his  contradls 
and  covenants  with  mankind  about  all  forts  of 
property,  and  you  will  find  him  keen  enough  to 
be  a  match  for  any  man,  even  for  a  man  of  the 
law.  He  knows  to  a  tittle,  what  he  is  entitled 
to,  and  what  he  muft  do  to  make  good  his  prc- 
tenfions.  This  be  performs  with  the  greateft 
exaclnefs,  and  that  he  claims  with  equal  pre- 
cifion. 

Yet  this  very  man,  turned  round*  and  viewed 
on  the  chriftian  fide,  is  found  wholly  ignorant  of 
the  covenant  between  God  and  his  foul.  What 
God  hath  therein  promifed  to  him,  or  he  vowed 
'to  God,  he  little  knows,  and  as  little  cares. 
Heaven  -is  promifed,  and  he  is  fworn  to  believe 
and  obey.  But  what  is  heaven  good  for?  Or 
what  is  his  vow  to  him  ?  Yes,  heaven,  he  fays, 
he  wifhes  for  of  all  things,  but  owns,  he  cannot 
aft  lip  to  the  terms,  on  which  it  is  offered,  yet 
hopes,  he  (hall  at  laft  be  admitted  there.  He 
does  not  exped  an  harveft,  without  ploughing  and 
Towing^  yet  hopes  for  an  eternal  kingdom,  with- 
out doing,  or  even  knowing  what  is  to  be  done, 
to  obtain  it.  He  fays  to  God,  depart  jrom  mcy 
for  1  deftre  not  t^e  knowiedge  of  thy  ways  ;  but  is  in 
no  pain  about  th?  menace  of  Chrift,  who  hath 
threatened  to  anfwer  him,  at  the  laft  day,  with 
his  own  word,  depart  from  tne^  for  I  know  you 
not. '  '      ' 

In  all  the  contefts  he  rhaintains  with  others  a- 
bout  property  or  honour,  his  title  to  either  will 
bear  no  argument,  whereof  he  does  not  know 
the  utmpft  force,  and  does  not  make  the  ut- 
mofl  u(e.     His  adverfary,   though  as  fubtle  as 
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he,  can  pafs  none  on  him,  that  adnilts  of  a 
iblid,  or  even  of  a  plaufible  anfwer.  No  pre- 
judices of  education,  no  whims,  can  fo  blind 
the  eye  of  his  judgment  here,  as  to  warp  it 
from  his  pretcnfions. 

How  different  a  roan  is  he  in  religious  dif- 
purations!  Here  he  hath  nothing  but  fophiflry  and 
paflion  for  reafon ;  and  with  thefe  endeavours  to 
fupport  the  nioft  ftupid  ignorance,  the  mod 
groundlefs  prejudices,  the  wildeft  imaginations. 
He  cannot  be  fent  to  buy  bread,  in  order  to 
cat  it  for  flefh,  nor  to  buy  wine,  in  order  to 
drink  it  for  blood,  to  any  other,  but  a  religious 
market.  He  will  not  quarrel  with  his  neigh- 
bours, nor  cut  their  throats,  for  wearing  a  white 
or  black  coat,  any  where  elfe,  but  in  a  church. 
He  may  be  brought,  fuch  is  his  modefty,  fome- 
times  to  give  up  his  judgment  to  that  of  another 
man,  in  (ecular  afFaiiS;  but,  in  religious  matters, 
he  leans  to  bis  own  underjlanding^  and  decides  a- 
gainft  the  plain  and  exprefs  declarations  of  God.  He 
does  not  believe,  he  will  be  lefs  expert  in  any  pro- 
feffion  or  fcience,  but  that  of  religion,  for  being 
early  inftrudled  in  its  principles. 

Take  him  now  in  pradticc,  and  you  v  ill  foon 
perceive,  how  ill  the  religious  part  of  him  can 
bear  a  comparifon  with  the  worldly.  See  how 
he  (Indies,  drefles,  dangles,  to  humour  his  worldly 
patron  !  How  he  labours  to  ferve  the  man  who 
can  promote  him  t  How  he  mortifies  all  his  own 
paffions,  to  gratify  thofe  of  the  great  man,  he  de- 
pends on!  A  word,  or  a  nod,  from  his  lordfhip 
fufficiently  intimates  his  will  to  the  fpaniel,  who 
is  fure  to  make  one  on  every  publick  day,  and 
to  run  at  every  invitation. 

Far  oiherwife  does  this  pretended  (ervant 
of  God  teftify  his  dependance  on  almighty 
goodnefs.  What  appetite  will  he  deny,  what 
paffion     will    he  fubdue,    what     worldly    view 

wi^ 


5570  Folly  wifer  iban  JVifdom. 

will  he  lofc  fight  of,  to  honour  or  pleafc  Almighty 
God  ?  God  calls  him  to  his  houfe ;  but  he  hath 
fbmewhere  elfe  to  go ',  or  if  not,  thither,  in  that 
cafe,  perhaps  he  does  go,  but  with  infinite  indif- 
ference, fometimcs  even  with  an  air  of  con- 
defcenfion ;  and  when  he  is  there,  good  God ! 
how  little  does  he  look  as  if  he  were  praying  to 
thee,  or  liftening  to  thy  word ! 

When  God  invites  him  to  the  food  of  eternal  life, 
this  goodly  Chriftian  either  turns  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
gracious  call,  and  always  (lays  away,  or  goes  once 
only  for  five  times  he  ought  to  go,  or  goes  in  the 
rags  and  filth  of  his  fins.  And  this  he  wifely  judges 
is  enough  to  enfure  hisfalvation  with  an  all-know- 
ing fearcher  of  hearts ;  attendance  enough  for  that 
Saviour  who  purchafed  him  with  his  blood.  Had  this 
pretended  fervant  of  God  any  fpiritual  wifdom,  he 
would  want  no  long  or  prefling  exhortations  to  the 
duties  of  religion,  for  they  fay,  a  word  is  enough  for 
the  wife.  But  how  many  leffons,  pfalms,  epiftles,gof. 
pels,  muft  be  read,  and  how  many  fermons  preached, 
to  him,  before  he  can  be  made,  in  any  low  degree 
acquainted  with  his  religion,  or  warmed  to  any  feel- 
ings of  piety,  devotion,  or  repentance !  A  look  from 
the  great  man  is  well  enough  underftood  by  this  pre- 
tended child  of  light,  whogoes  away  unaffeded  from 
the  repeated  inftrudtionsand  vehement  exhortations 
of  the  great  God.  The  great  man  docs  but  intimate, 
and  is  obeyed ;  the  great  God  cries  aloud,  again  and 
again,~ana  is  not  heard.  The  wretched  man,  ne- 
verthelefs,  of  whom  I  am  fpeaking,  after  adting  this 
part,  will  ilomach  it  not  a  little  to  be  told,  that 
as  fure  as  God  is  a  wife  being,  fo  furely  muft  this  his 
nominal  fervant  be  a  fool  for  expelling  any  thing 
elfe  from  fuch  a  condud,  but  infinite  indignation. 

Nothing  now  can  appear  more  wonderful,  than 
this  man*s  ftupidity,  to  one  who  confiders  the 
plentiful  lights  in  order  to  religious  knowledge, 
and  the  irrefiftible  motives  to  the  fervice  of  God, 
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nfforded  by  the  gofpcl,  whereof  God  by  Ifaiah, 
faith,  /  will  bring  the  blind  by  a  way  thai  they 
know  not ;  /  will  lead  them  in  paths  that  they  bav€ 
not  known,  I  will  make  darknefs  light  before  tkem^ 
and  crooked  things  ftreight.  Hear  ye  therefore^  ye 
deaf^  and  look^  ye  blindj  that  ye  may  fee,  An4f 
behold !  immediately  after  he  afketh,  who  is  bh'n4 
but  my  fervant  ?  Seeing  many  things^  but  he  op^ 
fervetb  not ;  and  opening  the  ears^  but  be  bearetk 
not. 

Purfuc  the  mere  profeflbr  of  chriftianity  into 
the  general  tenour  of  his  life  and  converfaticxi,  or 
his  dealings  among  mankind,  and  you  will  iin4 
him  there  too,  wife  enough  as  to  the  affairs  of  this 
world,  and  worfe  than  an  idiot  in  matters  of  re* 
ligion. 

Every  thing  that  naturally  tends  to  promote 
the  profits,  pleafures^  or  honours  he  aims  at,  that 
he  ftudies,  that  he  fteadily  purfues,  that  he 
carries  into  execution  with  admirable  addreft. 
When  lawful  meafures  prove  infufficieqt,  h^  lies, 
perjures,  circumvents,  or  perhaps  murders,  if  he 
hath  room  to  hope  for  fecrecy  and  fafety,  from 
infamy  and  death ;  and  no  fox  knows  better  how 
to  kennel  in  a  rock,  than  he  does,  in  all  the  arts 
of  fair  appearance,  and  of  eluding  a  legal  profc- 
cution.  But  as  a  chriftian,  he  cither  propoles  no 
fcheme  at  all,  or  one  direftly  contrary  tb  the  end 
he  pretends  to  have  in  view.  Heaven,  he  fays, 
is  his  aim;  and  wickednefs,  we  know,  is  his 
courfe,  a  courfe  which,  he  himfelf  knows,  leads 
quite  the  contrary  way.  He  travails  with  iniquity^ 
and  bath  conceived  mtf chief y  and  brought  forth  falfe 
hood ;  be  leagues  the  paths  of  uprightnefs  to  walk  in 
the  way  of  darknefs ;  yet  he  fays,  I  am  the  child 
of  light  and  hope,  I  am  in  the  way  to  heaven. 
He  knows,  he  is  to  be  juftly  judged  for  the  life. 
he  leads  here,    and  either  rewarded,   if  a  gopd 

man, 
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man,  with  heaven,  which  is  infinitely  preferable  to 
all  the  pleafures ;  or  punilTied,  if  wicked,  with 
hell,  whidh  is  infinitely  worfe  than  all  the  miferies 
of  this  world  ;  yet  heaven  he  forfeits  for  a  trifle, 
an  oath,  a  bottle ;  and  hell  he  rufhes  into,  to 
avoid  fomewhat  as  infignificant,  the  taunts  of  a 
coxcomb,  or  the  frowns  of  a  paltry  man  in  power. 
What  fort  of  wifdom'  now  is  his,  who  can  fo  dif- 
tinguifli  between  fmall  enjoyments,  not  exadlly 
equal,  as  to  prefer,  and  between  fmall  difqui- 
etudes,  not  exadlly  equal,  as  to  avoid,  the  greater  ; 
and  yet  knows  not  how  to  diftinguilh,  in  either 
cafe,  when  the  difference  is  infinite  ? 

How  keenly  does  our  Saviour  upbraid  this  grofs, 
I  had  almoft  faid,  infinite  folly,  in  the  words  of 
my  text!  One  would  think,  no  fool  could  be 
like  him,  who  prefers  fin  to  virtue ;  this  world, 
or  rather  hell,  to  heaven ;  and  the  eneniy  of 
mankind  to  God,  as  the  avowed  child  of  this 
world  does.  Chrift,  neverthelefs,  here  maintains, 
that  this  is  a  wife  man,  to  him,  who,  profeffing 
chriftianity,  and  acknowledging  all  the  attributes, 
particularly  the  infinite  wifdom  and  holinefs  of 
God,  hopes  to  be  faved  by  that  religion,  againft 
it»  moft  peremptory  declarations;  to  impofe  on 
God  himfelf ;  and  to  make  a  fort  of  compofition 
between  virtue  and  vice,  between  God  and  the 
author  of  fin. 

The  profefled  chriftian  declares,  he  hath  given 
himfelf  up  to  the  guidance  of  that  wifdom^  wbicb 
is  from  the  father  of  lights^  that  wifdom  which 
prefers  the  great  to  the  little,  the  good  to  the 
evil,  the  infinite  good  to  the  infinite  evil.  But, 
when  in  the  midft  of  thofe  lights,  he  walks  not  bo- 
nejlly  as  in  the  lights  but  In  ignorance  and  works 
of  darknefs,  does  he  not  betray  a  much  greater 
d^ree  of  folly,  than  the  children  of  this  world, 
who,  if  they  prefer  it  to  heaven,  are  at  leaft  con- 
fident 
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fiilent  with  their  own  choice  in  the  management 
of  their  purluit }  Had  it  not  been  better  for  bm 
never  to  baeoe  known  tbe  v)ay  of  rixbteoufnefs^  tban^ 
after  be  batb  known  />,  to  turn  from  tbe  boly  com- 
mandment  delivered  unto  bim,  like  tbe  dog  to  bis 
vomit  J  and  the  fow  after  (he  was  waihed,  to  her 
wallowing  in  tbe  mire  ?  He  who  hath  chofen .  l 
this  world,  and  afts  uniformly  up  to  his  choice, 
gives  himfelf  fbme  chance  of  accomplilhing  his 
purpofe,  and  is  therefore  by  far  a  wifer  man,  than 
he  who  having  two  inconfiitent  ends  in  view,  and 
attempting  to  arrive  at  them  by  two  widely  differ- 
ent ways,  is  fure  to  miis  of  both.  In  this  life,  ■ 
where  we  fee  little  more  than  the  outfide  of  t" 
mankind,  we  are  frequently  (hocked  with  the  ap- 
*pcarance  of  a  child  of  light,  and  of  a  child  of 
this  world,  in  the  fame  man,  the  mod  hideous  of 
all  monfters.  This  however  is  but  an  appearance. 
In  the  eye  of  Chrift,  who  faith,  //  is  pnpqffible.to 
Serve  God  and  mammon^  and  who  never  accepts 
half  an  heart,  the  malk  becomes  ttaufparent, 
and  nothing  is  feen  within,  but  a  man  of  this 
world.  ^. 

Tht  keen  and  (hameful  charge,  laid  agwift  U9 
in  the  text,  by  the  beft  of  all  friends,  who  loved 
us,  who  died  for  us,  having  the  confcience  and 
experience  of  every  man,  and  the  truth  of  God 
himfelf  to  prove  it ;  how  ought  our  &ces  to  red- 
den, and  our  hearts  to  break  at  the  flupidity, 
the  ingratitude,  the  infamy,  thrown  on  us  by 
fo  reproadiful  a  cenfure!  How  can  we  dare  to 
be  angry,  when  men  revile  us  in  terms,  the  mod 
Fcandalous  and  ojpprobrious,  fince  the  very  wor(b 
they  can  poffibly  lay  to  us,  or  of  us,  is  mere  pa- 
negyric, to  that  which  God  and  our  confciences  * 
fay  of  us,  and  to  us,  as  often  as  we  perufe  his 
word,  or  examine  ourfdves?    Why  ihould  our 
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numbers,  and  our  conununity  in  Aame  ^ve  us 
countenance^  fuice  God,  we  know,  pafles  judge- 
ment on  each  of  us  fingly  by  himfelf  t 

Is  it  true  then,  that,  while  we  call  Chrift  our 
Saviour,  and  confider  the  devil  as  the  enemy  of 
fais  glory  and  our  own  falvation,  that  enemy  is 
ferved  with  more  wifdcffr;  and  zeal,  than  he? 
that  cverv  cartWy  trifle  is  purfued  with  more  ar- 
dor than  neaven  ?  that  all  the  affairs  of  this  pe- 
riihable  world  are  tranfa£ted  with  mme  (kill  and 
judgment  than  thofe  of  religion  ?  What  new 
fcoui^es,  new  thorns,  new  nails  and  fpears  are 
thefe  to  the  feeling  of  our  gracious  and  compd^ 
fionate  Saviour !  What  new,  what  continual  mat- 
ter of  triumph  to  the  malicious  and  infolent  de- 
vil I  Had  we  any  fenfe  of  true  honour,  or  any 
(pint  of  indignation,  they  would  furely  take  fire 
at  this  refledtion;  iand  once  on  fire,  would  ani- 
mate us  with  a  more  than  human  reiblution  to 
tunt  the  weapons  of  our  adverfary  againft  him- 
ielf,  to  tarn  the  incentives  of  pride,  luft,  and 
avarice,  into  fo  many  inftruments  of  braeficeocc 
towards  men  and  glory  to  God,  that  (b  we  might, 
purfuant  to  the  command  of  Chrift,  make  to  our- 
fdves  fxignds  of  the  mammon  of  unrighttoufnefs^ 
who  when  we  fail  may  receive  uf  unto  everkfting 
iaUtaiioMS. 

If  we  are  really  the  children  of  light,  let  iis, 
widi  an  ingenuous  concern  to  be  outdone  in  wiP- 
dom  by  the  moft  defpicable  of  fools,  firmly  re* 
fohre  to  walk  as  tbiUren  of  the  light ^  and  to  have 
nofelhmfbip  with  the  unfruitfnl  ^mrks  of  darknefs. 
As  we  are  acbqfen  generation^  a  royal  friejbood^ 
an  holy  nation^  a  peculiar  people^  let  us  Jbew  forth 
the  praifes  of  bim  who  batb  called  us  out  of  darh 
uefsinto  bis  marvellous  l^gbt^  by  walking  bonify  as 
in  tbe  dayt^  not  in  rioting  and  drunkennefs^  not  in 
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cbamberii^  and  wanfonne/sy  not  in  ftrift  and  en- 
vyingj  but  in  that  newnds  of  life,  to  which  the 
gofpel  of  Clmft  hath  called  us. 

If  we  are  really  the  children  of  light,  of  that 
light  which  maketb  every  thing  elfe  mmifeft^  and 
itfelf,  moft  of  all ;  we  muft  fee,  that  Cbrift  is  that 
light  J  Aat  the  Lord  is  our  evtrlafting  lights  and 
Godourghry.  Seeing  this,  how  can  we  waUc,  oa 
ibme  occafions,  as  in  the  day,  and,  on  others,  as 
m  the  night,  like  the  mongrel  children  both  of 
light  and  of  this  world.  How  can  the  lord  be  our 
light,'  if  we  do  not  our  utmoft  to  walk  nvortby  of 
the  Lordf  How  can  God  be  our  glory,  if  we  are 
a  reproach  to  him  and  his  holy  reli^on  ?  Can  we 
behold  him  difplayed,  by  his  own  glorious  li^t, 
in  all  his  infinite  ^oodnefs  to  us,  and  not  infinitely 
love  him  }  And  if  we  love  him,  in  wy  propor- 
tion to  diat  goodnefs,  which  gave  us  beiiij^,  and 
the  means  of  falvation  at  the  expence  of  his  own 
precious  blood,  (hall  we  fiifler  the  children  of  thid 
world  io  far  to  outftrip  us  in  the  zeal  and  wifdom 
of  a  fervice,  rendered,  againft  all  fenfe  and  rea- 
ion,  to  the  moft  horrible  of  all  beings,  and  for 
wages,  paid  here  in  no  better  coin,  than  vanity 
and  vexation,  and  hereafter  in  death  eternal? 
Shall  we  even  make  it  impofiible  for  mankind  to 
judge,  whether  we  are  the  iervants  of  God,  or  of 
his  enemy? 

If  we  really  dwell  in  the  light,  can  we  not  fee 
ourfelves,  and  the  way  we  are  going?  Or  can 
we  go  two  ways,  up  and  down  at  once  ?  If  we 
have  any  glimpfe  of  true  wifdom,  (hall  we  not 
take  the  advice  of  Solomon,  and  endeavour  to  bi 
v)ife  for  ourfehes  f  Yet  how  can  we  be  wife  for 
ourfelves,  if  we  attempt  to  ferve  two  oppofite 
mailers  ?  Nay,  if  we  fufier  the  plant,  that  bears 
eternal  life,  to  pine  in  the  lean  foil  of  weak  reafon 
T  %  only. 
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cmly,  and  a  ftitt  weaker  £EUth ,  while  that  whicfr 
bears  death  and  mifery^  giows  rank  in  ail  the  fat- 
nefe  of  our  hearts  ?  We  ought  never  to  forget, 
that  he  who  is  now  a  child  of  light,  as  the  devfl 
was,  before  his  fall^  maji  like  him,  beoome  a 
child  of  darkneis  and  of  this  world,  and  with  him, 
mherit,  outer  darknefs.  This  moft  terrifying  re- 
4e£tion  (hould  fet  us  on  the  watch,  (hoiud  roufe 
every  power  of  the  foul  and  heart  to  the  fervicc 
of  God,  that  we  may  ftatii  fafi  in  the  faith ; 
that  we  may  quit  our/elves  like  nut^  and  Be  ftrong  \ 
that  we  may  na  longer  blindly  walk  towavds  any 
other  pointy  but  heaven,  nor  idly  loiter  in  the  way 
to  that ;  that  we  naay  Uy  afide  every  weighty  and 
the  Jin  which  doth  fi  eafiiy  heftt  us  \  that  we  may 
gird  up  our  loinsy  and  with  patience  run  the  race 
that  is  fet  before  itf,  forvening  thqfe  things  that  art 
behindj  and  reaching  firth  unto  thqfe  things  that 
are  before^  and  prejj^ng  to/ward  the  mark  for  the 
priztof  the  high  calling  (^  Cod  in  Chriji  J  ejus. 

O  infinitely  gracious  and  almighty  God,  grant 
us,  webefeech  thee,  ftren^  to  do  this,  to  thy  eter- 
n^  glory,  and  our  falvation,  through  Chrifl  Jefus, 
to  whom,  with  thee,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all 
might,  majeity,  dignity  and  dominion,  noW|  and 
for  evermore-    Amen. 


D  IS- 


DISCOURSE    XV. 

The  Scomer  Icorned. 

Preached  on  a  Faft-Day  in  Time  of 
Famine  and  unfuccefsful  War. 


Proverbs,  i.  24,  25,  26- 

Becaufe  I  bave  calledy    and  ye  refufed^   I  have 
firetcbed  out  my  batid^  and  no  man  regarded  $ 

But  ye   bave  fet  at   noujbt  all  my  counfet^  and 
vouU  none  of  my  reproof: 

I  al/o  will  laugb  at  your  calamity^  I  wiHl  mock^ 
tobenyour  fear  cmetb. 

THESE  words  are  found  in  the  midft 
of  a  remarkable  fpeech  made  by  wif- 
dom  to  that  part  of  mankind,  who  moft 
want,  but  arc  leaft  inclined  to  receive,  her  ad- 
monitions. The  wifdom  that  fpeaks  is  that  di- 
vine vnf^miy  or  leordy  vaberehy  tbe  Lord  both 
founded  tbe  eartb^  and  eftablified  tbe  beavens  i 
whom  tbe  Lord  fojfeffed  from  everlajling,  from  tbe 
beginning,  or  ever  tbe  eartb  was.,  who  is  tbe  wif- 


278  ^be  Scorner  f corned. 

40m  of  God\   and  wbo   of  God  is  made  unto  us  * 
viifdom^  and  righteoujnefs^   and  fanaificaiionj  and 
redemption.     The   men  (he  fpeaks  to,   are  the 
thoughtlefs,  the  infcnfible,  the  proud,  the  wick* 
ed. 

And,  as  if  (he  did  not  expedt  to  find  a  race 
like  thefe,  aflembled  in  a  temple,  fynagc^e, 
church,  or  uoy  place  peculiarly  confecrated  to 
religious  inflrudtions ;  flie  attacks  them  in  their 
own  place  of  rendezvous,  Jbe  crietb  witboutj  Jbe 
utteretb  ber  voice  in  tbe  ftreets ;  Jbe  crietb  in  tbe 
cbief  place  of  concourfcy  in  tbe  openings  of  tbe 
gates  V  in  tbe  city  Jbe  utteretb  ber  wards.  In  the 
thorough-fare  of  tbe  Jimple  onesj  wbo  love  JimpH- 
city,  and  hide  themfclves  therein;  on  the  very 
parade  of  tbe /corners,  who  with  pleafure,  glory  m 
tbeir  /corning ;  juft  in  the  path  of  fools,  wbo  bate 
knowledge,  becaufe  it  ei^fes  their  folly,  and  r^- 
proves  tbeir  evil  deeds  \  i^midft  fbe  deaf  adders,  by 
nature  incapable  of  hearing,  y^  ftopping  tbeir 
ears,  left  they  fbould  bjr  ibme  miracle  be  forced  to 
hear,  and  at  the  fame  time  openmg  their  mouths, 
that  they  may  faiten  their  envenomed  teeth  on  thdr 
teachers  \  in  this  crouded  mart  of  bufinefi ;  this 
broad  way  of  pleafure,  pomp,  and  ambition ;  this 
kennel  of  vice  and  pollution ;  even  here,  the  wif- 
dom  of  God  r^fedi  its  voice,  and  uttereth  its 
facred  words. 

But  is  it  poffible,  that  the  voice  of  God  ihould 
deign  to  mixitfelf  with  a  clamour  letup  by  folly 
and  wickednefs,  where,  as  in  their  own  element, 
they  ride  rampant  and  triumphant?  Why  not? 
On  whom  fliould  tbis  ligbt  Jbine,  but  on  thofe  wbo 
fit  in  darkne/s  ?  To  whom  fliould  wifdom  preach, 
but  to  fools  ?  Or  threaten  the  terrors  of  the  Lord, 
-  but  to  proud  and  obftinate  fools  ?  When  this  wi/'- 
dom  or  word  of  God  was  made  ftejb,  and  dwelt 
among  us,  as  he  came  into  tbe  world  to  /ave  Jinners^ 

fo 
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Co  he  converfed  with  finnere,  but  without  fin.  He 
brought  the  medicine  of  the  foul  to  thoie  who 
needed  a  phyfician,  but  without  catching  any  in-* 
fe6tion.  It  is  true^  he  was  a  friend  io  publicans 
and  Jinnersy  but  without  being  himfelf  a  glntith 
nans  per/on^  or  a  wine-bibber^  without  confenjting  ip 
ibe  tUef^  or  being  partaker  with  the  adulterer. 

As  ail  things  were  made  by  biniy  and  the  holy 
fcriptures  revealed  by  his  fpirit,  fo  he  teachem 
botn  by  his  word  and  works.  By  his  word  he  oills 
us  to  faith  and  repentance  %  and  by  his  works  of 
nature  and  providence  he  gives  perpetual  encou- 
ragement to  the  virtues,  and  fcourg^  the  vices  of 
mankind.  In  times,  like  thefe  porticularl^r,  he 
preaches  to  us  even  by  our  own  follies  and  crimes, 
together  with  their  uiuiappy  efie£ts,  preaches  righ* 
teoufiieis  to  the  yet  uncorrupted  obferver,  and  re- 
pentance to  the  yet  feeling  finner,  in  a  (train  of 
oratory,  that  is  truly  pathetic. 

In  mis  fort  of  eloquence  chiefly  confifts  the  force 
of  that  (peech,  wherewith  the  wifilom  of  God,  in 
the  myftic  charadter  of  a  woman,  here  addreifes 
her  auditors  of  the  ftreet.  Let  us  hear  iier  at 
large  in  this  and  other  parts  of  Scripture,  where 
it  will  be  evident,  (he  applies  herfelf,  not  only  to 
the  Ifraelites,  but  to  all  men,  peculiarly  indeed  to 
us  of  the(e  countries,  and  in  thefe  times.  Su£fer 
me  only  to  lend  her  a  tongue,  and  to  be  when  your 
dulneia  may  po(&bly  require  it,  her  interpreter. 
He  that  bath  ears  to  bear^  let  trim  bear^  or  if  he 
cannot  hear,  let  him  feel,  now  that  the  rod  is  laid 
on  to  urae  the  leflbn,  the  rod,  I  mean,  of  femine, 
and  a  ca^mitous  war,  the  efiedt,  the  punifliment 
of  our  departure  from  God,  and  contempt  for  his 
holy  rclieion. 

How  hngy  ye  fimple  ones^  will  ye  love  Jimplicity  ? 
and  the  f corners  deligbt  in  their  /comings   and 
foots  bate  knowledge  f  Turn  ye  at  my  reproofs  be- 
hold^ 
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bold^  I  will  pur  out  my  fpirit  u»to  you^  I  will 
make  known  my  words  unto  you.  Becau/e  I  have 
called^  and  ye  refufed,  Ibaveftretcbedout  my  band^ 
and  no  man  regarded ;  but  ye  bave  Jet  at  nougbt  all 
my  counfel^  and  would  none  of  «y  reproofs  I  al/o 
will  laugb  at  your  calami ty^  I  willmock^  when  your 
fear  cometb ;  wben  your  fear  cometb  as  defolation^ 
and  your  deftruaion  cometb  as  a  wbirlwind%  wben 
dijlrefs  and  anguijb  ccmetb  upon.  you.  Tben  Jball 
tbey  call  upon  me,  but  1  will  not  an/wer ;  tbey  Jball 
feek  me  early y  but  tbey  Jball  not  find  me  ^  fir  tbat 
they  bated  knowledge^  and  did  not  cboofe  tbe  fear  of 
tbe  Lord\  tbey  would  none  of  my  counfel-^  tbey  def- 
fifed  all  my  reproof  Tberefore  Jball  tbey  eat  of  tbe 
fruit  of  tbeir  own  way,  and  be  filled  wit b  tbeir  own 
devices.  For  tbe  turning  away  of  the  Jimple  Jball 
flay  tbemj  and  tbe  prof  per  ity  of  fools  Jball  deftroy 
them.  But  wbofo  bearkenetb  unto  me^  Jball  dwell 
fafelsj  and  Jball  be  quiet  from  fear  of  evil. 

Were  wifdom  to  fpeak  perfonally  and  direftly 
to  us  of  thtfe  countries,  and  at  this  very  time, 
juft  h  would  Ihe  fpeak ;  and  no  doubt,  tbis  her 
moft  upbraiding  and  alarming  fpeech  was  written 
for  our  admonition.  It  is  true,  (he  fpeaks  of  the 
too  late  return  of  the  wicked,  and  of  her  deter- 
mined deafnefs  to  their  cries,  as  future  events; 
tben  fball  tbey  call  upon  me^  but  I  will  not  an/wer. 
Herein  only  does  her  addrels  appear  to  be  fome- 
what  inapplicable  to  us ;  for  although  the  calami- 
ties (he  threatens,  are,  in  fomemeafure,  already 
inflifted  on  us,  we  are  as  far  from  calling  on  her, 
as  in  the  midft  of  our  ftupifying  profperity ;  al- 
though tbe  day  of  our  calamity  is  at  bandy  and  tbe 
things  tbat  Jball  come  upon  us  make  bajlcy  yet  we  obey 
not  J  neither  incline  our  ears^  hut  moke  our  necks  Jliffy 
that  we  may  not  hear  nor  receive  inftrudlion.  In 
all  other  points  thefe  words  of  wifdom  come  home 
to  our  particular  cafe,  pierce  to  the  bottom  of  our 
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fins,  and  paint  ezadly  the  dreadful  condition,  into 
which  we  are  entering,  as  faft  us  the  rapid  tide  of 
our  infidelity  and  crimes  can  carry  us. 

The  introdu£tion  to  the  fpeech  Juft  repeated, 
hath  two  things  very  remarkable  in  it.  Firft,  the 
divine  fpeaker  calls  thofe  to  whom  (he  addrefles 
herielf,  by  the  names  oi  fimple  onesj  /corners^  and 
foohi  and  yet  in  die  fecond  place,  (he  exhorts 
them  to  turn  at  ber  reproofs  and  promiies  to  pour 
cut  ber  Spirit^  and  make  known  ber  words  unto 
tbem.  Bythefomier,  (he  attemps  to  gein  an  hum- 
ble and  obedient  ear,  if  poflible,  even  from  the 
fool  and  the  (comer ;  and  in  order  to  it,  lets  them 
know^  who  (he  is,  and  who  they  are ;  how  wife 
and  glorious  (he;  how  llupid,  how  defpicable, 
how  every  way  impotent,  helplefs,  and  mi(erable9 
they.  By  the  latter,  (he  affords  encoura^ment, 
even  in  cafe  of  the  grofleft  folly,  to  hope  for 
knowledge,  and  on  fuppofition  of  the  moft  (com« 
fill  obftinacy  paft,  to  expert  her  grace  and  fpirit^ 
if  the  one  mU  but  bear  and  fear^  and  the  other 
ceafe  to  rage^  and  be  confident. 

From  this  (harp,  and  yet  compafTionate  manner 
of  acco(lment,  (he  goes  on,  firll,  to  remind  them 
of  her  having  called  and  ftretcbed  out  ber  band  to 
tbem. 

Secondly,  of  their  having  refufed  to  bear  ber 
calij  of  their  having  univerfally  difregarded  tbe 
ftretcbing  out  of  ber  band^  and  of  their  having 
fet  at  nought  all  ber  counfel^  and  defpifed  ber  re- 
proof. 

And  then  thirdly,  to  afTure  them,  Jbewtll  laugb 
at  tbeir  calamity  ^  and  mock  wben  -tbeir  fear  cometb. 

Firft,  the  divine  wifdom  reminds  her  fen(elefs 
and  haughty  hearers  of  her  having  called  and 
ftretcbed  out  ber  band  to  tbem.  But  how  hath  (he 
called?   Why,    firft,  by  the  voice  of  common 
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fenfe  and  reaibn,  liiat  power  of  reafbning  and 
refledHng,  which  (he  hath  beftowed,  in  a  greaier 
or  lefs  d^ree,  on  every  human  creature.  %  this 
flie  hath  called  on  diem^  to  cdbfider,  that  God 
gpvems  the  w(xld  both  b^  the  nature  of  things, 
and  his  providence ;  that,  if  foUy  could  poffiUy 
fucceed  ajgainft  nature,  wickedneu  at  leaft  cannot 
hope  to  profper  in  fpite  of  providence ;  and  that 
it  is  not  only  atheifin,  but  diftnuftion,  to  believe, 
they  may,  be  appearances,  fer  a  time,  ever  ib 
'tempting. 

But  left  reaibn  (hould  (ail  in  the  performance 
of  this  moft  eafy  office,  ftie  hath  called  to  than 
by  the  hiftory  of  former  times  to  reflect,  that 
every  irreligious  nation  was  a  wicked  nation  ;  and 
that  no  widced  nation  could,  for  a  moment  pie* 
ferve  itfelf  from  flavery,  or  long,  from  tptal  ruin ; 
and  (he  hath  called  on  them  by  their  own  experi* 
ence  to  mark  the  tmth  of  tho(e  fcrip^ral,  but 
common  obfervations,  diat  the  profperitj  of  tbe 
wicked  is  Jbort^  and  that  be  Suddenly  cometb  to  a 
fearful  end. 

And  that  thefe  reflections  may  be  made  with  the 
greater  frequency  and  ibength,  the  divine  wtfilom 
hath  continually  called  to  them  by  her  holy  fcrip- 
tures,  and  given  that  which  was  only  human  rea* 
fon  before,  the  vigour  of  a  voice  from  heaven, 
loudly  tbreatenins  the  folly  of  the  (imple  ones 
with  adveriity,  the  pride  of  the  fcomer,  with  a 
fal],  and  wickedne(s  with  vengeance. 

But  as  men,  (b  very  fooli(h  and  vain,  are  too 
apt,  in  obedience  to  appetite  and  padion,  to  ftifle  . 
their  own  reafon,  to  overlook  the  events  of  things, 
and  to  turn  away  both  their  eyes  and  ears  from  the 
word  of  God,  (he  hath  never  cea(ed  to  call  them 
by  her  minifters  to  the  right  ufe  of  their  rati(»ial 
faculties,  to  the  experiments  daily  made  before 
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dieir  eyes  of  the  power  whereby  God  and  nature 
perpetually  fcourge  the  wicked,  and  to  the  awfUl 
menaces  tn  Scripture  of  wrath,  judgment,  and 
fiery  indignation,  on  the  iinpenitent. 

Thus,  by  reaibn,  confcienoe,  and  every  thing 
widiin  them ;  by  nature,  experience,  and  every 
thingaround  them ;  by  the  woidof  God,  and  the 
voice  of  his  mmiftere,  now  (bothing  in  the  promi- 
/es,  now  alarming  in  the  threatenings,  of  truth 
m&llible,  and  juftice  ineiiftible^  (he  hath  called 
them  to  inftrudion ;  and  if  (he  had  been  heard, 
would  have  rouled  diem  to  converfion.  But  what 
does  (he  promife  ?  Not  only  the  things  that  now 
are,  but  thofe  which  are  to  come ;  things  in(inite- 
ly  great,  and  eternally  to  be  defired ;  things  which 
the  carnal  eye  baib  nofj  catmot  fee ;  and  v>bicb  it 
cannot  enter  into  the  carnal  hearty  to  conceive  or 
imagine.  And  what  does  (he  threaten?  Judg- 
ments here,  and  damnation  hereafter ;  judgments, 
however  which  the  worldly-minded  is  too  much  an 
infidel  to  fear,  and  eternal  damnation,  which  the 
(enfual  compound  with  iox  the  pleafures  of  a  mo- 
ment. 

As  a  (kilful  orator  labours  to  enforce  what  he 
(ays  to  the  ear,  by  the  geftures,  wherewith  he 
(peaks  to  the  eye,  and  hopes  to  render  his  elo* 
quence  vi(ible ;  (b  the  divine  wifdom  alfo  ftretcbes 
out  her  bandy  and  pleads  the  caufe  of  goodnefs  and 
happmeis  with  a  fort  of  adtion,  fuitable  to  the  in- 
finite dignity  of  her  per(bn,  and  the  infinite  im- 
portance of  that  caufe,  for  in  her  hand  (he  holds 
forth  not  only  lengtb  of  days^  ricbeSy  bononr^  and 
every  temporal  bleiTing,  but  happinefs  and  glory 
eternal.  When  the(e  fail  of  the  intended  efied^ 
(he  knows  how  to  fill  her  hand  with  diftre(res  and 
calamities,  with  judgments  temporal  and  fpiritual ; 
and  when  either  alone  proves  imfuccefsful,  (he 
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confers  the  former,  or  inflidis  the  latter  by  turns, 
flie  chears  with  plenty,  or  icoui^  with  famine; 
(he  comforts  with  h^th,  or  dge£ts  with  (icknefs ; 
flie  encourages  with  peace,  or  terrifies  with  war, 
as  the  obftbacy  of  her  hearers  may  require  the  one, 
or  their  docility  entitle  them  to  the  other.  She  ufes 
the  hm  JHU  voice  to  ^^fper  knowledge  and  duty 
to  the  fenfible  ear  of  a  lively  confcience;  and 
thunders  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  to  an  haughty  or 
hardened  heart.  He  that  batb  ears  to  bear^  muft 
hear  fuch  a  preacher ,  he  diat  hath  eyes  to  fee, 
muft  fee  fuch  engines  of  perfuafion ;  and  he  that 
hath  any  fenfe  of  feeling,  muft  feel  the  force  of 
thofe  engines,  at  leaft  when  they  are  immediately 
applied  to  his  foul  and  confcience,  too  ftupidly 
heavy  to  be  moved  by  a  power  lefe  than  infinite, 
and  even  by  that  at  a  diflance. 

Here  indeed  is  eloquence  in  perfection,  working 
on  the  judgment  with  arguments  irrefiflibly  con- 
vincing, and  on  all  the  fenfes,  defires,  affedtions, 
paffions,  with  all  nature,  with  the  whole  world, 
with  heaven  and  hell,  with  God,  and  all  his  attri  - 
butcs  of  wifdom,  juftice,  mercy,  and  power,  as 
inftraments  of  perfuafion.  There  is  no  one  here, 
to  whom  this  powerful  fpeaker  hath  not  preached 
in  that  voice^  wbicb  batb  gone  Mt  into  all  landsy 
and  tbofe  words  which  have  been  founded  to  the 
end  of  the  world.  Who  is  he  that  hath  not  heard 
the  word  of  Godj  wbicb  is  quick  and  powerful^  and 
Jbarper  tban  any  two-edged  fword^  piercing  even  to 
the  dividing  afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit,  and  of  tbe 
joints  dnd  marrow  ?  Or  who  is  he  who  after  hearing 
her  fpeak  through  the  works  and  word  of  God, 
hath  not  alfo  heard  her  fpeak  more  particularly  to 
himfelf  in  the  bleflings  and  judgments  of  his  pro- 
vidence, urging  every  word  with  comforts  too 
tender,  one  would  think,  not  to  melt  the  moft  in- 
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feDfible,  or  blows  too  terrible,  not  to^uell  the 
moil  ilubbom  heart  ?  Yet  where  is  the  efiedt  ? 

Why,  in  the  fecond  place,  ahnoft  all,  to  whom 
flie  hadi  called^  have  refufed  to  anfwer  her ;  have 
dif regarded  tbe  ftretcbing  out  of  her  band^  bave  fet 
at  noifgbt  all  ber  coun/elj  and  defpfedber  reproof. 
The  bldlings  (he  hath  promifed  have  not  fbothed, 
nor  the  judgments  (he  threatened,  alarmed  them ; 
fo  that  (he  may  truly  (ay,  /  bave  piped  unto  you^ 
but  ye  bave  not  danced^  I  bave  mourned  unto  you^ 
but  ye  bave  not  lamented.  In  the  end  however,  I 
(hall  be  jupfied  of  my  cbiidren  and  (ervants,  who 
knowing  how  much  greater  truft  ought  to  be  re- 
poted  in  me,  than  in  the  wifdom  of  the  world, 
do  repo(e  it.  I  alio,  in'  return,  will  juftify 
them  at  that  time,  when  I  (hall  difttngui(h  be- 
tween their  obedience  and  your  rebellion.  They 
have  heard  my  call ;  I  will  theirs.  But  as  for  you, 
I  vnU  number  you  to  tbe  fword^  and  ye  (hall  boiw 
dffwn  to  tbe  fiaugbt^^  becaufe  wben  I  called^  ye  did 
not  anfwer*^  vfben  I  fpoke^  ye  did  not  bear^  but  did 
evil  before  mine  eyes^  and  did  cboofe  that  wberein  I 
deligbted  not.  Tberefore  tbus  faith  tbe  Lord  God^ 
beboldj  my /ervants  pall  eat ^  but  ye  /ball  be  hungry ; 
beboUj  my  fervants  fball  drink^  but  ye  fiMl  be 
tbirfty\  behold^  my  fervants  fball  rejoice^  bus  ye 
fball  be  afbamed\  behold^  my  fervants  fiall  Jing 
fior  joy  of  hearty  but  je  fball  ery  for  for  row  of 
hearty  and  ftkill  bowl  for  vexation  offfirit. 

Our  great  unworthine(s  (to  (ay  no  wor(e)  con- 
fidered,  it  is  furely  more  by  far  than  we  could 
iea(bnably  expedt  at  God's  hand%  to  have^  when 
we  eamejtfy  aft ;  to  find^  when  we  diligently  fiek ; 
and  to  be  opened  unto^  when  we  vehemently  knock. 
But  if  infinite  wi(clom  conde(cend8  to  be  our  (iii- 
tor,  and  to  entreat  our  acceptance  of  her  gifts, 
(hall  we  refufe  f  to  feek  for  us^  (hall  we  not  be 
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found?  To  knock  at  our  imderftandtngs  and 
hearts  with  all  the  ftrength  of  reafon,  revdation, 
cxxifcience,  experience,  preaching ;  (hall  (he  be  de- 
nied admittance  ?  Yet,  fuch  ts  our  folly,  diat  we 
prefer  ignorance  to  her  inftrudtion,  anddarkneft  to 
lights  iaaufe  our  deeds  are  evil ;  and  fuch  our  pride, 
that  we  icom  her  call,  becaufe  it  is  a  call  to  hu^ 
miUty,  to  felf-condenuiation  and  feifdenial,  and 
^at  only,  when  felf  is  become  the  enemy  of  our 
happinefs,  temporal  and  eternal. 

'Bat  howfbever  the  not  attending  to  her  bare  in* 
ftru£tions  may  be  excufed  m  wretdies»  too  dull  to 
hear,  too  ftupid  to  underftand ;  yet  how  can  we 
be  fo  blind  as  not  to  fee  her  hand  ftretched  out, 
and  filled  with  bleffin^  and  curfes  ?  Or  ib  infen- 
fible  as  neither  to  feel  the  one  in  our  miferies  and 
fears,  nor  die  other  in  our  gratitude,  when  they 
are  a£bially  poured  upon  w  ?  During  the  laft 
fixty-five  years,  what  peace,  Uberty,  improve- 
ment, plenty,  hath  (he  not  Ihowered  on  us  with 
an  unftinted  hand !  And  how  have  we  received 
thefeblcffings?  Why,  only  as  fo  many  provo- 
catives to  irreligion  and  wickedneis.  What  hadi 
our  long  peace  produced,  but  a  ftupid  fecurity  ? 
What,  our  fingular  liberty,  but  unbounded  licen* 
tioufhefs?  What,  the  continual  improvement  of 
our  country,  but  corruption  of  msumens,  and  die 
arts  of  refinement  in  foQy  and  wickednefs  f  What, 
our  uncommon  plenty  of  money  and  die  oomforts 
of  life^  but  deures  inflamed  beyond  aU  poffibtKty 
of  controul,  by  a  wanton  indulgence,  andi  pam* 
pored  up  to  madnefs  by  exceffive  luxury  in  eating, 
drinkii^t  dreffing,  and  attendance ?. 

On  the  other  hand  (to  fay  nothing  of  the  feve- 
ritjes  wherewith  the  fins  of  our  fcmfathers  were 
chaftifed  in  foraier  ages)  (he  hath,  by  her  pmvt- 
dcnoe  in  the  gpvcmment  of  the  worid,  ficquently^ 
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in  our  day^  £bourged  the  Kfowing  bfidelity  of 
thefe  countries  in  fanunes,  peftilential  fevers,  rebel- 
lionsy  &c.  widi  as  much  fliarfmefi  as  was  cbnfif- 
tent  with  the  ^reat  indulgence  juft  now  mention- 
ed. On  particular  occwons,  we  have  fufFered 
much,  and  with  reaibn  dreaded  more ;  but  nei- 
ther fufiered,  as  if  feniible  our  afflidions  were 
the  natural  efiefts  of  our  fins,  nor  dreaded,  as  if 
at  all  apprehenfive  of  God's  difpleafure.  Our 
want  of  provifions  was  charged  to  the  account  of 
unnatural  feafons ;  our  contagious  diforders  to  un- 
wholfome  difpofitions  of  the  air ;  and  our  rebeUi- 
ona,  to  the  policy  of  the  French  king,  and  the 
defigoa  of  a  pretender.  Few  among  us  traced 
tl^fe  calamities  to  the  over-mling  wifdom  and 
juilice  of  God,  or  confidered,  that  fecond  caufes 
are  moved  and  diredled  by  the  firft.  Public  fafts 
and  days  of  humiliation  have  been  indeed  from 
time  to  time  appointed,  and  kept  with  ibme  fittle 
(bc^  of  religious  forrow  by  a  fnmU  number  of  us ; 
but  all  our  fomier  luxury,  wantonnefs,  wicked-- 
ne(s,  have  never  failed  to  return  with  the  next 
meaL  For  one  day  of  gloom  dedicated  to  God, 
an  whole  year  pf  riot  hath  been  conftantly  offered 
up  to  lus  enemv.  In  (hort,  we  have  not  loved  God 
tl^  more  Sat  woat  we  enjoyed,  nor  fisared  him  the 
more  for  what  we  fuffereid;  but  have  forgotten 
him,  not  only  after,  but  in  the  veiy  inftant  of 
bo^  becaufe  we  neither  would  be^  ibe  voics  of 
bis  wifim^  mr/te  tbtftrttcbing  M  of  bit  bai^. 

No,  on  the  contrary,  we  bave  fa  at  mugbt  all 
bor  coanftl.  Two  ways  (be  hath  oflfered  it  to  us, 
by  the  xmture  of  things,  and  by  the  holy  fcrip- 
tttre&  ]E^  a  tolerable  experience  in  the  nature  of 
things  particularly  of  our  own  nature,  and  of  of- 
dinaiy  cauiea  and  effe^fai,  (b  far  as  diey  concern 
our  ftfety  and  welfare  m  this  life,  we  may  eaiily 
gatiwr  a  fuflfeient  ftock  of  prudence  fiir  the  aub- 
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n^ement  of  ourielves  and  our  affairs.  Wiiciomy 
for  inftancc,  by  her  natural  counfcl,  foon  teaches 
him  who  is  capable  of  learning  any  thing  at  all, 
that  it  is  bed  to  wake  by  day,  and  fleep  by  night ; 
that  food  naturally  wholefbme,  pleafant,  and  eaii- 
]y  obtained,  is  preferable  to  the  contrary ;  that 
the  natural  figure  and  proportion  of  the  human 
body  is  more  convenient  and  beautiful,  than  any 
other  which  art  may  beflow  upon  it ;  that  induf- 
try  and  a£tion  are  more  conducive  to  health,  and 
the  fupply  of  all  our  wants,  than  (loth  and  idle- 
nefs ;  that  temperance  is  the  parent  and  nurfe  of 
heal  A  and  every  virtue ;  and  luxury,  of  ficknefs 
and  every  vice;  and  that  whatfoever  is  go- 
verned by  wifdom  and  defign,  is.  better  governed 
than  that  which  is  left  to  chance  or  hazard. 

Wifdom  by  her  counfels,  as  conveyed  to  us  in 
holy  writ,  purfues  the  bufinefs  of  our  inflruftion 
to  yet  higher  and  nobler  leflbns.  Here  fhe  teach- 
es us  to  know  our  Maker,  the  ends  for  which  we 
were  made,  and  the  proper  methods  of  pmmoting 
thofe  ends.  Here  fhe  directs  our  eyes  through 
faith  to  immortality  and  glory,  and  lays  out  the 
road  that  leads  to  both.  Here  (he  propofes  every 
motive  and  encouragement  to  virtue ;  and  when 
we  nevertheleis  fall  into  fin,  and  begin  to  lofe  our 
hopes  of  the  great  things  promifed,  fhe  calls  us 
back  to  our  duty,  and  fhews  us  how  to  obtain 
mercy  and  forgivenefs.. 

How  miferably  are  her  counfels  in  each  convey- 
^aflce  rejedted !  The  prefent  times  declare  aloud 
fot  nature,  and  write  and  talk  fb  much  about  the 
fuificiency  of  nature,  together  with  the  indifpenfa- 
ble  expediency  and  duty  of  following  nature  in 
every  thing,  that,  taking  the  world  only  by  its 
words,  one  would  imagine,  we  were  hafte&ing 
back  apace  into  a  fort  of  golden  age^  or  primi- 
dve  (late  of  pure,  natural  (implicity. 

But 
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But  ia  truth  gll  this  talk  is  made  ufe  of  only  to 
nm  dowfl  revdation^  and  diicredit  the  necellity 
of  fuperoatural  aiQiftaaoes )  for  in  what  i^  of  the 
world  did  itiaakiod  ever  ihe^  a  more  thorough 
oantempt  for  nature?  Or  when  were  they  rooreab- 
folutely  Mflaved^  againft  coiocson  fenfe  and  rea- 
foD^  to  art^cial  modes  of  living,  and  an  endleia 
round  of  refioeoient,  too  pitecnifly  filly  to  be 
t)ie  objedk  of  a  fenfible  ridicule^  and  too  deftroc^ 
tivc  of  every  virtue^  every  real  comfort  of  lifi% 
to  ftand  the  teft  of  experience  in  the  greateft 
duoce  among  all  her  iclK)lar6 } 

Is  fleeping  in  the  day  with  the  owl  apd  bat^ 
and  waking  in  the  nigbt  with  the  robber  and  the 
wolf,  a  practice  authorifed  by  nature  ?  Or  is  tha 
lig^t  of  a  candle  more  natural  than  that  of  tba 
fun  ?  Can  the  recreations  (jkoi  to  fay,  the  bufK» 
nefs}  of  a  rational  being  find  a  fitter  feaibn  in 
the  gkxKny,  the  damp,  and  dangerous  air  of  the 
night,  than  in  chat  of  the.  day,  wlien^aU.  nature 
in  its  beauty,^  calls  us  up  te^  health,  jc^^  •an4^n 
unforced  flow  of  fpirits  ? 

Hath  nature  fitted  our  oonftitutions  for  a  riatj. 
ous  indulgence  in  artificial  meats  and  djipka^ 
The  wiidom  of  God  denies  it.  She  never  gave 
US  a  natanal  dffire  of  that  which  is  nu  in  n^; 
turei,  and  \$  ooly  the  eflfe^  of'  art. 

WtU  ho  who.  is  fo  vaiA  of  bis  perfon,  as  to 
ftudy  nothi%<eU<r  ;but  his  dreft,  fo  dre&  himjiel^ 
«6  to^  diafigurt  i^\  perfiin,  an4  turn  himfelf  evjery 
jttut  into  a  new>kiad  of  oionfter  ?  l^  this  fottow-i 
iBg  nature?  •    ;  V 

Were  idiiene^  as  agr^eaj^e  ^  natufci  as  the  flptr 
of  it  is  ooiaiiK)9v  how  could  even  the  neqeifariea 
of  bfc  be  piocwid }  Or  cao  itr^e;  fuppoie^,  that 
weakb  hath  gitaa  oae  is^n  of  body  to  t|ie  .ricby* 
and  oecetfity  quite  another  iart  to  the  poor?  If 
they  have,  lur^dy  wealth  and  neceffity  are  aot  both 
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the  work  of  nature.  If  idlencfs  were  natural  to 
us^  how  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  the  idle  are  aU 
ways,  not  only  the  moft  ufelefe,  but  the  raoft  pro- 
fligate and  moft  miferable  of  mankind  ? 

If  we  really  mean  to  follow  nature,  as  it  is,  why 
do  we  not  banifti  our  luxury  of  every  kind,  ftrip 
ourfelves  of  all  our  refinements,  and  reduce  our- 
(elves  to  the  principles  and  manners,  in  all  re- 
fjpfCiSls,  of  thefe  true  naturalifts  the  native  Ameri- 
cans, N^roes,  and  Hottontots?  Thefe,  of  all  men 
we  know,  are  the  clofeft  followers  of  nature-,  and 
that  which  diftinguilhes  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
countries  from  them,  is  only  either  pretematursd,  or 
artificial.  If  they  are  as  God  made  them^  neither 
he  tior  'nature  could  have  had  any  hand  in 
making  us,  who  are  nothing  more  than  the  crea- 
tures of  art,  refinement,  and  fa(hion.  It  would 
be  a  blaiphemy  againft  nature,  or  nature  would  be 
a  blafphemry  againft  the  creator,  fhould  we  afcribe 
to- nature  a  monfter,  a  pageant,  tricked  out  only 
for  ftiewf  condfting,  it  is  true,  6f  a-foul,  but  a  Conl 
fteeped  in  the  corruption  of  every  vice  j  and  of 
a'biidy.  but  a  body  tottering,  or  rotting  under 
6very  aiftfemper. 

■'  'Db  they  follow  nature,  who  are  for  taking  that 
v^hich,  of  all  things,  they  have  moft  at  heart,  out 
of  the  hands,  not  only  of  reafonand  lawful  induftry^ 
but,-  of  God'4  providence,  and  giving  it  up  to  the 
decifion  of  chance  at  a  gaming  table  i 

The  miferies  fufFered  by  the  %ves  of  the  devil 
would  be  fome^hat  more  tolerable  to  pride  tfa«n 
they  are,  were  they  not  fo  infinitely  ridiculous* 
To  be  fiflied  for,  and  to  be  caught  with  a  bare 
hook,  or  with  known  experienced  mifery,  is  fuch 
an  infult  on  the  infidelity  and  vfcea  of  that  age, 
which  boafts  itfelf  the  moft  refifted  and  ii^cious 
of  ajl  ages,  as  can  be  no  otherwife  accounted  for, 
but  by  the  fuppofition  of  a  general  in&tuatioa^ 

Where 
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Where  is  that  vaunted  reaibn  in  the  purfuit  of  na^ 
ture,  whereof  we  hear  fo  much  talk?  Does  it 
confift  in  preferring  the  things  of  this  world  to 
God  and  heaven  ^  and  then  in  wildly  wafting  thofe 
things,  (b  preferred,  on  ot^efts  and  purfuits,  too 
iilly  for  the  wifhes  of  a  child,  too  grois  for  the 
taft«  of  a  brute,  and  both  publickly  and  private^ 
ly  too  ruinous  to  end  in  any  thing  elie,  than  in 
univerfal  ilavery,  diArefs,  or  deviation?  Are 
thefe  the  dictates  of  reafon  ?  Is  this  the  appoint^ 
inent  of  nature  ?  Tell  me,  are  you,  the  prefent 
pretended  advocates  for  nature^  the  only  beings 
in  the  creation,  who  are  privileged  to  trample  on 
nature,  on  your  own  nature  ?  And  muft  die  God  of 
nature  be  denied  a  right  to  fpeak  above  nature,  to 
fu(pend  or  invert-nature,  that  is,  to  work  a  m\^ 
racle,  for  your  convidtion  and  retrieval,  when 'nor- 
thing elfe,  nothing  in  nature,  can  effed  it  i 

If  you  thus  fet  at  nought  the  couniel  of  mU 
idom,  even  as  conveyed  by  nature^  which  you  pn> 
fefs  to  admire  and  follow,  it  is  no  wonder  you 
Ihould  ftill  more  flatly  rejedt  it  in  the  Scriptures^ 
where  it  is  accompanied  with  certain  neceflfary  au^ 
fterities,  which  you  do  not  relifh ;  no  wonder,  you 
Ihould  fay  towifdom,  when  (he  thus  addreflesiyou^ 
depart  fr&m  us^  for  we  dejire  not  the  ktuwkdge  oftbf 
loays.  WbaJt  is  the  almighty  that  we  Jbotdd  ferae  bim. 
And  what  profit  Jbotdd  we  bave^  if  weprof  unto 
bim? 

It  is  ftill  le(s  to  be  wondered  at,  that  you  Ihould 
de^fe  her  reproofs,  whether  as  uttered  by  her 
minifters,  or  badced  by  her  providential  oorrec^ 
tions.  Her  minifters,  if  they  attempt  to  perfnade 
you  by  tbe  terrors  of  the  Lord,  and  threaten  yt>ur 
horrible  enormities  with  vengeance  from  the  hand 
of  a  chaftifug  God,  are  to  be  ftiuoned  and  per^* 
fecuted.  And  when  what  they  have  thfeate!Ded» 
monies  to  pals  in  public  or  private  calamities^  which 
U  %  tend 


ft^t  7%r  Stonurfcomi. 

tend  to  the  dtfappotntmeot  of  your  abominaUepur- 
iuits  and  unreaioDabte  expo^ioos ;  you  thcDiniiF- 
mur  and  kick  at  providence,  as  if  your  lives  giave 
you  a  right  to  a  paradife  of  your  own  makiniL  Is  it 
following  nature  or  reafcm  to  expd^  to  be  whimper- 
od  to,  ata  time  when  you  are  ahsoftdeaf !  or  to  be 
flattered,  when  you  only  infult !  Is  it  reafenable  ti> 
^ve  drams  in  fevers,  becauie  die  mad  patient  is 
pleafed  with  them!  Do  rational  parents  cherifli 
their  diildren  for  fining  in  dieir  bices,^  purely  be- 
caufe  thofe  children  woukl  rather  be  cfaerifiied  dm 
chailif<^  ?  Is  it  reafonable  to  expert,  diat  Idng^ 
(hould  reward  and  promote  robbers,  cut-throata, 
and  rebels,  merely  becaufe  fuch  Ibrt  of  men  would 
be.  glad  to  live  at  large  and  widiout  law,  and  to 
be  rewarded  and  promoted  at  the  fiune  time  f  Can 
you  reafonably  expert  the  CQmf:>rtB  of  life^  who 
have  never  taken  the  necei&ry  pains  to  acquire 
them?  Or  you  who  are  perpetually  exdmnging 
them  for  fuperfluities  and  throwing  them  away 
on  yoiu:  follies  and  vices  ?  Can  a  nation  reafona- 
bly expedt  fidelity  and  patriotifm  from  tfaofe^  to 
whom  it  hath  fold  its  power  ? 

Is  it  reafonable  to  hope,  that  wretches,  ibftenod  on 
die  down  of  luxury,  and  lulled  in  the  lap  of  eafe  and 
wantonnefi,  fhould  ftand  the  hardfhips  of  war, 
and  (bine  as  heroes  in  the  day  of  batde  ?  Is  it 
poiiible,  that  eflfeminacy  and  cowardice  worfe  than 
thofe  of  women,  fhould  conquer  ?  Or  that  God 
fliould  providentially,  naymiracubufly,  intaerpofe, 
to  crown  with  vii^ory  a  people,  as  difR)iute,  aban* 
doned  and  infidel  in  his  fighi^  as  it  iaeflfeminate 
and  abjedk  in  the  fight  of  its  enemies  ? 

We  can  conceive  nothing  more  reafenable,  than 
that  God  fhould  govern  with  wifdom  and  juftice 
ihat  world,  nay  every  nation,  and  even  every  par* 
ticttlar  perfon,  of  tjfiat  world,  on  die  creadon 
whereof  he  hath  expended  fo  much  wifiiom,  good* 

nefs, 


tg&^  ancl  power.  To  afcribe  therefore,  as  now 
aknoft  every  one  does,  the  profperity  oiF  t  nation 
foldy  and  ukunately  to  the  wifdom,  and  all  its 
calamitica  iblely  and  ultimately  to  the  weaknefs 
of  thofeat  its  helm ;  and  to  fuppofe,  that  God  does 
not  interfere,  is  true  national  and  political  atheifm. 
Yet  admitting  the  fuppolition,  can  the  difhoneft 
be  fafidy  trufied  ?  or  can  an  unbeliever  be  honeft  ? 
When  we  fee,  every  day,  a  country  felling  itfelf, 
and  ibkl  agaun  by  die  purchafers,  what  madnefs  is 
it  to  trace  this  only  to  political  miftakea,  and  to 
hope  for  redrefs  in  new  hands  or  meafures^  in- 
ftead  of  turning  our  eyes  on  irreligion,  on  a  rejec- 
tioo  of  the  counfels  offered  by  divine  wifdom, 
and  on  the  contempt  of  her  repeated  reproofs,  as 
die  true  fimrces  of  our  diigracea  abroad,  and  dif- 
trefles  at  home  ? 

Having  thus  refufei  to  anfwtfj  wten  wifdcm  caU 
kd^  iifregarded  tbeftreicbing  oui  ofber  band^  Jet  at 
nougbi  bar  caunfely  and  drfftfed  ber  reproof  ^^  we  have 
now  but  too  much  reafon  to  expe£V,  in  the  third 
and  iaft  place,  ber  final  fentence,  her  dreadful  dtC- 
mife ;  /  alf9  will  laugh  at  ymur  calamiy^  I  will  mack 
vifen  jour  f ear  cometby  when  your  fuur  annetb  as  rftf- 
fclatmy  mid  your  de/iruilim  cometb  as  a  iMrLwind^ 
wbm  di^rtjs  and^at^^u^  cometb  upon  you. 

Fearful  fentcnce !  A  people  difhdfed  by  a  decay 
of  trade!  reduced  almoftto  thetr  Iaft  morfel  of 
bread !  unfuccefsful  in  war !  relying  on  weak  and 
divided  counfds !  not  knowing  whom  to  truft  with 
its  adminiflration,  left  he  fhould  prove  a  traitor ! 
nor  with  its  fword,  left  he  fhould  prove  a  coward ! 
mor^aged!  Ibid!  to  fidfe  friends  at  home,  and 
bitter  enemies  abroad !  yet  rioting  in  expence  and 
luxury !  rioting  and  ftarving !  licentious,  yet  enflav- 
cd !  torn  by  various  fa£tion$,  whereof  not  one  hath 
the  leaft  real  attachment  to  its  true  interefts !  torn 
by  hercfies  and  fi:hifms,  altbo*  wholly  regardlefs 
U  ^  of 
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of  religion!  and  therefore  deferted  by  that  only 
wifdom  which  is  able  to  retrieve  its  af&irs,  that 
wifdom  which  it  hath,  long  (ince,  rejefted,  which 
it  ilill  ridicules!  even  now,  when  it  is  her  turn  to 
laugh  at  its  calamity,  as  equally  unavoidable  and 
intolerable,  and  to  mock  when  its  too*weii-ground- 
ed  fear  of  greater  evils,  than  it  hath  ever  yet  en- 
dured, is  come !  A  new  and  horrible  thing  may  be 
feen  among  us,  the  vengeance  of  God,  and  our 
unnatural  wickednefs,  treadins  circularly  on  each 
others  heels!  following,  and  tollowcd,  lo  clofely, 
that  the  crime  is  committed,  the  judgment  execur 
ted,  and  the  crime  again  repeated,  almoft  in  die 
fame  inftant  I  Where,  or  in  what  is  this  war  with 
the  Almighty  likely  to  end! 

Behold  the  whirlwind  of  God's  wratb^  which 
threatens  to  fcatter  us  from  our  country,  and  to 
lay  wqfle  our  dwelling  place!  or  to  fweep  us,  with  a 
fwift  deftrudlion,  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  to 
diftrefs  and  anguifli,  infinitely  more  fearful!  Bg^ 
bold  the  whirlwind  of  the  Lord^  which  is  gone  forth  in 
fury^  even  a  grievous  whirlwind^  which  Jball fall griezj^ 
oujfy  on  the  head  of  the  wicked^  whom  the  Lord  /ball 
fcatter  as  with  an  eaft^wind  before  the  enemy ^  and  Jball 
fbew  them  the  back,  and  not  theface^  in  the  dof  of 
their  calamity.  In  that  day  (hall  be  that  fitteth^  in 
heaven^  laugh ;  the  Lord  Jball  have  them  in  derifum^ 
for  in  their  prqfperitf  theyfaid^  theyjbould  never  be  cq^ 
down  \  and  therefore  ietting  up  for  fcoffers  at  reli- 
gion, they  tookpleqfure  in  walking  after  their  own  uth 
godly  lufts.  There  is  furely  nothing  fo  defervcdly  the 
objed  of  fcorn,  as  weakneis  fetting  up  for  indepen* 
dence,  andftupidity  fcoffingat  wifdom.  It  is  not  how^ 
ever  till  the  fecurity  of  the  fimple  in  their  fins 
bath  flain  them,  and  the  profperity  of  fools,  not- 
withftanding  the  long-fuffering  patience  of  God^ 
bath  at  length  brought  ddftrudtion  on  them,  that 
the  vanity  and  vileqefe  of  fuph  wretches  can  be  jet 
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in  their  own  proper  lights,  and  thoroughly  ex- 
pend. 

Go  now,  iaith  wifdom,  and  look  for  fuccour  a- 
gainft  the  fword  from  your  long-vaunted  power 
and  courage.  Go  now  to  your  riches  and  alk  them 
fo  bribe  the  peftilence^  and  turn  away  the  vial  of 
Its  poifon  on  fome  better  nation.  Go  now  to 
your  revels,  and  try  if  you  can  (hut  out  the  light, 
on  this  day  of  vifitation,  from  the  expofure  and 
punifliment  of  your  evil  deeds,  your  deeds  of 
darkneft.  Go  now  to  your  infidel  arguments,  your 
irreligious  taunts,  your  atheiftical  blafphemies,  and 
fee  if  they  can  comfort  you  under  the  fcourge 
of  an  avenging  God.  Go  to  your  aflbciates  in  pro- 
phanenefs,  and  nowy  thai  tbou  crieft^  let  thy  compa- 
nies deliver  tbee ;  but  the  windjball  carry  tbem  alt  ^- 
ivay ;  vanity  /ball  take  tbem.  You  knew  not  the 
extent  of  your  power,  nor  the  number  of  your  pot 
feflions,  nor  the  bounds  of  your  pleafures,  nor  the 
depth  of  your  own  wifdom ;  can  none  of  thefe  de- 
liver you?  Surely  it  is  not  poflible,  that  one  late- 
ly {o  very  confident,  can  now  be  reduced  to  a  con* 
dition,  fo  wholly  helplels  and  abje£t. 

Wildom,  having  rtius  fcorned  her  fcorners,  and 
mocked  at  her  fcoffers,  vouchfafes  no  longer  to 
fpeak  to  them,  but  turning  herfelf  to  others,  who 
may  profit  by  the  example  of  their  miferies,  ihe 
feys,  then  (hall  thefe  unhappy  contemners  of  wi(^ 
dom  call  upon  me^  but  I  will  not  anfwer.  The  day  of 
grace  is  paft,  and  it  is  now  my  turn  to  lend  a  deaf 
car  to  their  cries,  as  they  always  did  to  mine.  It 
is  now  come  to  pafs,  t^at  as  Icried^  (md  tbey  would 
not  bear^  fo  when  tbey  cry  I  will  not  bear.  As,  when  ^ 
Iftretcbed  out  my  band^  no  man  regarded^  fo  now^  wben 
tbey  fpread  forth  tbeir  bands^  I  will  bide  mine  eyes  from 
tbem  ;  yea  wben  they  make  many  prayers,  I  will  not 
hear.  Tbey  fsA  me  early,  but  they  (hall  perceive  it 
is  too  late,  for  tbey  (hall  not  find  me,  becaufe,  when 
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IJcnt  id  tbm  dln^  JervaiUs  the  propb^s^  daO^  tykg 
up  early  and  fending  tbem  ;  yet  tbey  bearkened  mf  fiiilf 
tne^  n$r  inclined  tbiir  ear^  but  bardined  tbeir  neck^  mid 
didwar/i  tban  tbeir  fathers ;  c^od  tlfo  heeaufe  $be]f  bdt* 
$d  kmple^e^  mddidmt  cbeojk  the  fear  if  the  Jjtfrd. 
No,  they  fled  from  the  light  becaufe  it  nprmjei 
tbeir  midceds^  and  aflfeded  Id  treat  the  fear  of  God 
asinfan  and  flavtfli.    They  were  loo  wife  to  learn, 
and  too  great  to  fear.     As  they  nxmld  won^  ifmf 
eoumily  md  d^pifed  tuy  reproofs  it  is  iqopoffihie^  tbey 
(hould  tafte  the  blefled  eifeft  of  either,  eontentment 
for  the  prefent^  ^nd  happinefii  for  ever.*    On  the 
contrary,  for  this  their  rejection  of  nay  counfeU  and 
reproof^,  and  for  giving  themfelves  up  to  tbe  gm^ 
dance  of  tbeir  own  counfels,  tbeyfioB  eat  tbt  fnk 
of  their  omn  v^^  and  ki  filled  mtb  tbeir  awn  4i^ 
CSS.    It  is  true,  they  ha^ve  adorned  the  brofd  way 
downward  with  every  plant  of  pleafure,  and  ra* 
riched  it  on  either  halid,  with  fruit-trees  in  abun- 
dance.    This  they  have  chofen  for  their  way,  and 
xnade  it  an  avenue  of  delights ;  but  tbey  (hall  fooa 
perceive,  that  thefe  fruits  are  too  letter  to  be  tail- 
ed, and  too  poifonous  to  be  fafdy  touched  ;  they 
Ihall  perceive,  when  it  (hall  be  too  late  to  return, 
that  their  way  is  only  an  avenue  to  infamy  and  de- 
ftru^ion.     As  they  have  plowed  iniquity  and  fbwed 
wickednefsy  tbey  Jhall  reap  tbefame.    Tbey  barvefowei 
iniqjuily^  and  tbey  Jhall  reap  vanity.     Tb^e  back/Udtrs 
in  beart  Jhall  be  filled  mtb  tbeir  own  ways.    Heafj  O 
earthy  heboid^  I  will  bring  evil  upon  this  people^  even 
the  fruit  of  tbeir  thoughts^  becanfe  tbey  have  not  beark^ 
enedunto  n^ytvards^  nor  to  my  law^  but  rejected  iL 
They  (hall  have  enough  of  their  own  counfels,  asd 
furfeit  on  the  produce  of  their  own  devices ;  but 
wbUe  the  jlejb  of  tbeir  delicate  Maib^  ifter  wbieb  tbey 
lujledj  is  yet  between  tbeir  teeth,  ere  it  is  chewed^  the 
wrath  oftbeLordJball  be  kindled  again^  tbem^  and  h 
jballfmite  tbem  wUb  a  very  great  pague^  the  plague 

at 
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•tleaft>  of  s  palate  loathing,  and  a  ftomach  turn<* 
log,  at  every  pleafure,  and  of  all  the  diftemperSy 
tortures,  terrors,  attending  on  a  life  of  folly  and 
fenfualtty.  But  wbofo  bearknutb  unto  im^  JbM 
A^Uy^^^^  dnijbaii  he  quiit  from  fear  9/  roil,  ff^baf 
man  is  be  that  fearetb  the  Lord?  bim  fiaU  be  teacb  in 
tbe  woftbai  be  JbaU  cboofe.  His  foul  JbaU  dwell  ea 
tafe.  .  SuT^  bejbdl  not  be  moved  for  ever.  Hejbdl 
mi  be  afraid  cfevS  tidings  ;  bis  beart  isjbced^  trufi- 
inginibe  Lord.  The  portion  of  thofe  \vho  rgcA 
my  oounfels,  (hall  be  vanity  and  vexation  now, 
and  the  dread  of  worfe  hereafter.  But  the  portion 
of  all  who  lend  an  attentive  ear  to  my  call,  and  an 
obedient  heart  to  my  inftrudtions,  OmH  be  peace  of 
mind  for  the  prefent,  and  a  well-grounded  h<^e  of 
bapptnefs  infinite,  and  glc^ry  eternal,  yet  to  come. 

Here  you  may  perceive,  is  vengeance  threatened, 
tod  mercy  offered  ;  and  both  founded  on  the  unal- 
terable decrees  of  God,  nay  on  the  very  nature  of 
things,  infomuch,  that  he  muft  ceafe  to  be  juft,and 
the  whole  fcheme  of  nature  be  inverted,  infinite 
wifdom  muft  degenerate  into  folly,  and  eternal 
truth  into  fallacy ;  or  every  one  of  us  muft  have 
reafon  to  rejoice  in  what  is  promifed,  or  to  tremble 
at  that  which  is  threatened. 

But  why  do  I  fay,  threatened,  to  a  people  con- 
scious of  their  own  guilt,  confcious  of  their  having 
departed  from  the  counfel  of  wifdom,  and  fenfible 
(if  diey  have  any  fenfe**  that  the  avenging  hand  of 
God  is  already  laid  upon  them  ?  As  neverthelefs 
the  prefent  are  probably  but  tbe  beginning  ^  fotronVy 
and  as  a  deep  repentance,  if  it  becomes  genera), 
may  avert  or  mitigate  the  greater  evils  yet  to  be 
apprehended  ;  let  us  neither  prefume  in  our  wick- 
edneis,  nor  defpair  of  God's  compaflion  ;  but  now 
that  he  himfelf,  finding  his  minifters  have  been  ei^ 
dier  unfaithful,  or  unheard,  hath  began  to  preach 
ftp  136  by  famiiieand  the  fword,  let  us  bom  tbe  rody 
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and  who  both  appointed  it.  The  fincere  repentance 
of  thofe  who  hear  me,  will,  in  proportion,  contri-* 
buteto  the  relief  of  the  whole  community  by  ap- 
peafmg  in  part,  the  difpleafure  of  Almighty  God. 
If  there  had  been  but  ten  righteous  found  in  Sodom, 
tho*  a  large  and  populous  city,  their  righteoufnefi 
had  faved  the  whole  from  fire  and  brimftone.  But 
altho*  we  are  too  few  to  procure  by  our  return  to 
God  io  great  indulgence  to  numbers  of  hardened 
and  defperate  offenders,  and  there  is  now  not  aa 
Abraham  among  us  to  obtain,  by  his  faith  and  pie- 
ty, to  great  an  indulgence  ;  yet  (hall  not  each  of 
us,  if  we  wholly  for&keourfins,  procure  falvation 
to  himfelf,  and  fave  bis  own  foul  alive  f  Ifwben  a 
landjinnetb  againft  God  by  trefpaffing  grievoujly^  and 
be  Jlretcbetb  out  bis  band  to  break  tbe  fic§  of  tbe  bread 
tberecf  \  or/aitb  to  tbe /word  go  tbrougb  tbat  landy  and 
cutoff  botb  man  and  beaft  ;  or  fend  a  pefiilence  into  tbat 
land  to  pour  out  bis  fury  in  blood-,  if  he  would  not  fpare 
it,  tbougb  Noab^  Daniel  and  Job  were  in  it ;  yetjbould 
tbefe  good  men  deliver  tbeir  own/ouls  at  kaft,  h  tbeir 
rigbteou/nefs'^  and  furely  that  would  be  fufficient  to 
repay  all  the  vigilance  and  perfeverance  of  a 
good  life  in  them,  and  to  overpay  the  keeneftanxie^ 
ties  of  repentance  in  us. 

Let  no  man  prefume  to  fay,  I  have,  in  this  dif- 
courfe,  delivered  myfelf  in  terms  too  fevere  and 
damnatory.  Let  him  rather  confult  with  his  own 
confcience,  and  he  will  find  perhaps  that  no  finall 
fhare  of  our  prefent  public  calamities  and  fears  are 
chargeable  to  the  account  of  his  particular  guilt 
Let  him  in  the  humility  of  fpirit,  which  ought  to 
refult  from  fuch  a  confultation,  reflect  on  the  (eve- 
rity  wherewith  infinite  wifdom  condemns  his  de- 
parture from  her,  and  denounces  vengeance  on 
his  head ;  and  then  let  him,  if  he  dare,-  cenfure 
me  for  too  much  harfhnefs  in  repeating  her  words. 
Or  if  this  criminal  under  fentence^    is  ilill  bold 
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enough  to  arraign  the  fcriptural  reproof  of  his  own 
crimes,  let  him  confider,  that  God  is  now  fpeaking 
to  him  by  his  judgments  in  a  louder  and  (harper 
tone.  If  he  confiders  this  as  he  ought  to  doj  he  will 
think  it  no  time  to  criticife  the  words  of  others^ 
Mrhen  the  bolt  of  God  is  lanced  at  his  own  adlions  - 
but  will  rather /f/irif /0  bear^  and  f  ear ^  and  do  no  more 
prefumptuoufly. 

May  God,  of  his  infinite  pity,  look  with  patience 
on  the  hardened,  and  compalfion  on  the  penitent 
finners  of  this  his  once  fstvourite,  but  now  unhappy 
country.  May  he  greatly  fiindify  all  his  difpenfa- 
tiona,  whether  of  indulgence  or  feverity,  to  the  in* 
tire  amendment  both  of  our  principles  and  ways ; 
that  hence-forward  his  wifdom  may  be  our  only 
guide,  and  his  glory,  the  only  aim  of  all  our  pur* 
fuits,  through  Chrift  Jefus,  our  blefled  Saviour^ 
to  whom,  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be 
all  might,  majefty,  dignity,  and  dominion^  now 
and  for  evermore.    Amen. 

fbe  Grace^  &c. 
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DISCOURSE  XVI. 

The  true  Chriftian  is  both  dead  and 
alive. 


Co  LOSS.  UL  3* 
Ti  art  dtad^  and  ymr  Itfi  is  bid  wilh  Cbri/t  w  God. 

THE  Scriptures  mention  three  kinds  of 
death ;  the  firft^  a  feptratioii  of  finil  and 
body,  which  is  a  natural  death ;  the  fecond, 
a  reparation  of  both  foul  and  body  from  God, 
which  is  fpiritual  er  eternal  death ;  and  the  third, 
a  feparation  of  the  Ibul  and  heart  with  its  af&£tions 
from  the  world,  confidered  as  an  allurement  to  fin, 
which  is  a  figurative  death  and  the  immediate  fore- 
runner of  the  true,  fpiritual,  and  eternal  life. 

Oppofite  to  thefe  kinds  of  death,  the  fame 
Scriptures  frequently  fpeak  of  as  many  forts  of 
life ;  and  fet  forth  thefe  kinds  of  death,  as  fo  dif- 
ferent among  themfelves,  and  thefe  forts  of  life, 
as  fo  diftindt  from  one  another,  that  it  is  plain  the 
&me  man  may  be  dead  in  the  third  fenfe,  who  is 
alive  in  both  the  former.  This  will  appear  from 
my  text,  and  various  other  paflages,  hereafter  to 
be  inftanced.  ^ 

It 
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b  18  tilis  laft  kind  of  deadi,  whidi  St  Paul 
fpeaks  to  us  of  in  my  text,  wben  he  &p  to  «lt 
troe  Chriftians,  Te  me  iiod^  dead  in  the  qnnion  of 
a  wicked  world,  becaufe  ye  no  longer^  ai  di^  do^ 
mkt  frau^  far  the  j0^,  tofu^  tbe  lufts  tbereff^ 
hu  do  ibriugb  tbe  Spirii  mrtify  tbe  deeds  If  tbe  bodf^ 
deGring,  like  diis  Uefled  apoftle,  as  mucb  asinym 
iiesy  k>  beekjemfrm  tbe  boij^  smd  to  beprrfmt  with 
lie  Lord. 

The  whole  loorJdy  properiy  fo  called,  lietb  m 
wUkedmfij  and  thro'  die  uniYerfal  corruption  and 
grnlt  of  nsanktod,  is  fubjefk,  not  only  to  the  firf^ 
or  natural  death,  but  alfo  to  tbe  fecond  death,  or 
the  eternal  reparation  of  ibul  and  body  from  God. 
From  this  worft  kind  of  death  nothh«  candeUver 
us,  bat  die  deatb  uniofai,  fpoken  of  in  the  vesct 
and  dft where;  and  a  new  hirtb  unto  rigbteoefm^i 
duvwh  Oirift  Jefiis  our  Lord.  %  the  firft  we 
feit  M  tbtfdd  mem^  we  mart^  mir  menebers  tghUb  are 
OH  tbe  eartb^  and  cruc^  tbe  Jk^  witb  ifs  i^iOim 
emd  bi/is.  By  the  fecond  we  are  bom  agamrf  water 
and  tbe/pirit^  and  enter  on  a  new  life,  ao  holy  and 
fpiritual  life,  that  Ife  wbkb  is  bidfrmtbc  eyes  of 
an  igporant,  undifceming,  and  finful  world  |  but 
is  hid  and  lafely  laid  up  with  Otrift,  the  Author 
and  giver  of  this  life,  wbo  is  tbe  very  Sfe  itfitf^ 
and  in  whom  every  true  bdiever  lives,  and  lives  in 
God,  for  be  is,  in  (bul,  in  beart,  in  fiaida,  in  piac^ 
tice,  truly  alsve  unto  Gody  tbrongbj^  Cbr^  m 
Lord.  7    . 

hi  order  moiafce  the  bieauty^  force,  mA  oft  of 
the  text  n»re  intelligible,  let  us  enter  a  lltde  into 
it's  feverai  parts. 

Fitft,  it  telb  the  real  believer  or  Chriftian,  that 
he  is  deadj  a  word  of  infinite  comfort  10  him ;  and 
of  no  lefs  terror  to  every  one  who  i3  not  ygtt  a  lad 
Chriftian. 

The 
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The  firft  finds  infinite  delight  in  refle£ting,  &at 
the  bittenefs  of  this  death  is  pafi  with  htm ;  the 
other,  equal  fear  and  anxiety  of  foul  in  confidering^ 
that  he  muft  either  fuSer  the  agonies  of  diis  death 
unto  fin,  or  fearfully  exped  the  agonies  of  diat 
deaths  which  is  never  to  find  an  rad.  The  firft 
knows,  and  the  latter  ought  at  leaft  to  know,  that 
every  n^an  muft  die  either>  to  fin,  or  to  God«  There 
is  no  poffibility  of  a  middle  way  to  be  taken,  altho* 
the  generality  of  thofe  who  call  themfelves  Chrifti- 
ans  do  nothing  elfe  during  their  whole  lives,  but 
attempt  a  middle  way,  if  that  may  be  called  a 
middle  way,  which  goes  fo  much  nearer  to  this 
world,  than  to  the  gofpel,  as  to  difcover  very  litde 
kindred  to  the  one,  and  ib  great  a  likeneft  to  the 
other,  that,  bating  a  little  prudence  and  outward 
decency,  no  difference  can  be  perceived  between 
the  lives  of  Chriftians  in  general,  and  the  lives  of 
fuch  as  openly  difavow.  chriftianity.  But,  to  the 
infinite  mortification  and  difappointment  of  thefe 
compounders  between  God  and  fin,  they  (hall,  one 
day,  find,  there  are  but  thefe  two  ways  mentioned 
by  Chrift,  the  narnm  wof^  and  the  broad,  aod  that 
every  one  is,  and  muft  be,  either  a  good  man,  or 
a  reprobate.  He  vdfo  is  not  for  us^  iaith  Chrift,  is 
cgcunfi  us. 

What  then  is  it  to  be  dead  in  the  fen&  of  my 
text }  It  is  to  ceafe  bora  fm,  for  he  that  is  dead  in 
this  fenfe,  hath^  as  St  Paul  aflures  us,  ceafed  from 
Jinj  that  is,  hath  denied  himfe^j  his  worldly  and 
fleftily  felf,  hath  fubdued  his  ftubborn  and  unruly 
paffions,  pride,  anger,  revenge ;  and  mortified  his 
corrupt  affedtions,  luft,  avarice,  gluttony  and 
drunkennefs.  He  walks  no  more  in  obedience 
to  thefe  pailions  and  afFe£tions,  fo  far  as  they 
are  inordinate,  than  another  man  who  is  in  his 
grave. 

Our 
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Our  Saviour  fpeaks  of  this  man,  as  well  as  of 
his  firft  diiciples,  when  he  fays,  they  art  not  af  this 
world  as  I  am  not  of  this  ivorld ;  and  the  men  of 
this  world,  for  once  agreeing  to  the  ^ords  of 
Chrift,  (ay  of  him'; 

^  He  is  no  more  like  one  of  this  weald's  people, 
than  if  he  had  juft  dropped  from  the  moon.  It 
is  a  poor  dead  creature.  He  hath  neither  life 
nor  fpirit  in  him.  One  feldom  meets  him  at  the 
publick  diverfions.  He  makes  no  figure  in  the. 
world.  After  all,  he  muft  have  a  good  ftock  of 
vanity  to  countenance  his  contempt  of  the  world 
in  the  midft  of  that  uni\«er&I  contempt,  where- 
with he  is  repaid.  As  his  life  is  an  haughty 
cenfiire  on  all  mankind,  a  very  few  only,  as  fm* 
gular  and  precife  as  himfelf,  excepted,  fo  the 
practice  of  a  world  Is  fu^ely  a  fufficient  cei^ure 
on  his.  Were  it  pbfllble  for  fuch'  si  wretch  to 
have  friends,  his  whimfical  indifierenbe  about 
wealth,  and  his  equally  ridiculous  fqueamiftnefs  ' 
of  confcience'in  regard  to  juftice,  oaths,  and  the 
like,  would  make  him  whiDlly  incapable  of  ferv- 
ing  them.  On  a  jury,  dv  before  a  court  as  wit- 
nclfes,  the  nien  of  this  H^tmp  are  always  tod  nice 
and  pubdilions  to  give  tlieir  fouls  for  one  ano- 
ther, as  we  do  ;  and  therefore  the  very  bed  of 
them  cin  neither  be  nor  hive  a  friend,  but  is 
cut  out  only  for  iniignificance  and  obfcurity  ; 
and  lies  like  a  mafs  ot  lead  at  the  foot  of  that  • 
ladder,  ori  which  dthers  mount  to  titles  .and  hcf- 
nours.  And  as  to  bufinefs,  he  is  overrun  with 
fuch  fcrupies,  is  fo  mere  a  Have  to  fuperftition,, 
which  he  calls  religion,  (lands  fo  much  on  cere- 
mony with  heaven,  and  is  in  Jhort  fo  great  a  fool 
in  regard  to  the  world,  that  one  might  as  well 
expeft  to  fee  a  child  of  three  years  old  buftling 
at  the  bar,  or  wrangling  on  the  exchange,  or 
fcheming  and  managing  an  eledtion.    For  thefe 

*  reafons 
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^  reafons  he  is  rtrcly  heard  of  in  the  way  of  bufi- 
'  nets ;  and  never,  as  a  thorough-^ng  man.  In 
^  the  way  of  pleafare  he  is  more  rarely  to  be  trac* 
^  ed.  Wf  re  he  not  abibluteiy  dead,  fordy  his  bot« 
^  tie  would  fometimes  be  feen,  or  his  miftreis  heard 
^  o€  He  )^th  DOthioK  to  do  in  this  world,  and  is 
^  fit  only  to  be  laid  tSdc^  as  a  creature  of  no  Gg^ 
*  nificapce  to  it/ 

Ju^  fo  he  thinks  of  himfclf,  and  takes  this  for 
the  highdO:  encomium  ibt  workl  is  capable  of 
beitowipg  on  hiin,  as  the  only  allurement  xo  vani- 
tyt  wherewith  it  is  able  to  tempt  him.  But  that 
he  may  not  hear  it,  like  one  really  dead  to  die  world, 
he  buries,  he  hides  htmfelf ;  and  where  I  Why, 
"Ufifb  Qnrfi  m  Qod^  acqoi:diDg  to  the  woffda  in  my 
text. 

He  retires,  as  much  as  in  him  lies,  into  the  ob- 
icurity  of  ^  life,  wholly  di^rent  from  the  reft  of 
the  world.  He  gives  himfelf  up  to  fecret  prayer, 
and  to  a£ts  of  charity  as  fecret  In  the  depths  of 
iblitary :  ipeditation  he  labours  to  wean  his  heart 
from  a  vain  and  vexatious  world,  and  to  turn  it 
with  all  it's  aSedions  to  God.  If  he  throws  an  eye 
on  the  world,  it  is  only  to  ftudy  the  uncortainty 
and  deceitfulnefs  of  all  its  ways.  If  he  kx^s  into 
himfelf,  it  is  to  examine,  with  more  leverity  thsn 
malice  onploys  on  the  faults  of  odiers,  the  corrup* 
tion  and  vileioeis  of  his  own  nature.  From  objedts 
of  contemplation  fo  very  uncomfortable  and  un- 
pleafhig,  it  is  the  great  relief  and  refreftiment  of 
his  foul,  to  lift  his  thoughts  to  the  one  infinildy 
good  ;  but  not  till  he  hath,  in  fqme  tolerable  de- 
cree, fubdued  his  fleAily  defires,  baniflied  thd  world 
from  his  efteem,  and  by  both  raifed  his  (btd  to  a 
tafte  for  higher  and  better  things,  and  to  fome  hope 
of  favour  in  the  light  of  God  through  Chrift  Jefusf 
his^interceflbr. 

This 
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This,  you  fee,  is  not  the  employment  or  pur- 
fuit  of  the  woild,  nor  is  this  the  way  to  come  at 
riches,  honours,  power,  or  pleafure.  No,  thefe 
muft  be  hunted  after,  if  hunted  aftef  at  all,  by 
quite  other  arts,  than  prayer,  alm%iving,  and  re- 
ligious  meditation,  which  are  the  proper  methods 
only  of  laying  up  sbofe  ireqfures^  which  neither  moth 
^mr  worm  can  corrupt^  nor  thief  break  through  and 
Jleal-^  of  arriving  at  tbqfe  honours  and  that  power^ 
which  are  fought  for  by  a  patient  continuance  in  welU 
doing ;  and  of  enjoyins  thofe  rivers  ofpUafures  which 
are  at  the  right  hand  of  God  for  evermore.  The  good 
Cbriftian  aims  his  life  at  a  future  world ;  and  there-> 
fore  it  is  no  wonder  he  (hould  feem  to  live  and 
a£k  as  if  he  were  out  of  this  world.  He  aims  his 
life  at  ends  and  purpofes  invifible  to  the  unregene> 
rate ;  and  therefore  that  life  itfelf  is  hid  from  their 
eyes. 

As  the  life  of  this  man  is  hid  from  that  Wori^ 
to  which  he  is  dead,  fo  his  life,  his  new  lifb;  is 
fed  and  maintained  by  food,  equally  unknown  to 
the  irreligious  world,  tor  tbe  Lord  giyetb  him  to  e4 
of  the  hidden  mannOy  and  guides  tbe  courfe  of  his  lUe 
by  the  hidden  wifdom^  which  God  ordained  before  tbe 
world  unto  our  glory.  This  wifdpm  which  is  fool- 
i(hneis  to  the  Greeks  and  all  other  men  of  this 
world,  becaufe  they  purfue  fuch'ends  as  it  poiritis 
not  at,  and  think  all  other  fends  infignific'ant,'  dr- 
redts  the  true  Cbriftian  to  the  one  only  end  worth 
purfuing ;  and  therefore  hidden  as  it  is  froni  the 
eyes  or  a  felf-blinded  world,  i,s  the  only  wifdopn. 

You  may  now  fee  how,  and  in  what  fenfe  It  i#, 
that  he  who  is  dead  to  the  world  and  to  fin;  is  bUr 
ried,  or  hid,  in  a  great  meafiiii,  from  that  Vi^orld, 
and  almoft  entirely  fronn^  its  .pr»ife  and  eltcem. 
The  artful,  the  covetous,  the  ambitipus,  thfeiaw 
left,  triumph  on  theftage  of  this  world,  afid  carry 
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ail  before  fhdm,  whik  thtgOoi  ar6fKuf!ted  oxjt 
©f  t^e  way,  and  'purtled  allde,  as  ftrtttgeit  ami 
Iforcigfaers,  who  hiLte  nofhirlg  to  dd  hert ;  fo  true 
is  the  faying  of  Sotoflftbri,  'itbcH  tbt  iJbfchdrr/e  dmm 
U'bUden. 

The  world  iJaHshim  i  liviiig  ittitt,  ^hMi  it  ftts 
exiBreilirig  tfe  coKirtWii  futttftfoh*  rf  life,  that  iS, 
iiring  his  eyes,  earii  pakf^  ftoth^dh,  With  all  hit 
a^cnohs  and  paftiohs,  jitft  2l&  oth^t  tfien  dfe  ^of^t 
fo  do.    It  i^rinoiificed  hiM  llive^  >vhom  if  fees 
moving,  as  pleifUre  dhd  iiitereft  dfa«^ ;  or  mbVed 
'ascUtom  ahd  fe^fof*  worldly  p6\V6lf  pnlh  hitti 
Backward,  of  forward.    l*he  world  hath  tid  6Acr 
notion  of  life,  but  thi^'  ^  ihd  thfefefort  lobks  on  the 
good  chrittian  as  dead,  who  d66s  rl6t  apjp^r  to  fte 
the  pomps,  nor  to  heat  thd  encfaatttmenta,  ttor  to 
Uffe  the 'pleafiircs,  iibt  to  regulate  his  motions  by 
die  fafbions,  or  in  the  ways,  of  this  world. 
:    If  fiich  ah  one  is  (onietirtiea  fceh  ih  die  «t>rld, 
lie  ferves  for  riothin^'  elfe,  but  i  wonder  and  a 
gazirig-Ilbck  to  the  f felt  of  faafikittd-    Nay,  as  his 
Efc  is  wholly  {piriFu4l,  he  Walk's  about  like  thfe 
ghbft  bf'what  he  was,  befbfS  hfe  defatted  the  life 
of  $n,  tlie  reproach,  the  averfion-,  thfe  terror,  e>f  all 
.who  mejjt  him.    ftut,  like  5thef  appiTitions,  he  lU 
To  tel,d?ra.  fee.h  in'  thie  world,  is  (b  hiddfen  fr6m  Ae 
eyespti^oth^r  rnen,  that  it  at*  length  bctorties 
(^pubt^t'with  foifie,' whether  thettfis  really  aiiy 
jfuch. being  or  not..  / 

.{fii^'^bw,  where,  or  with  whom  is  he  hid  ?  CaA 
fiacb  '^oodneft  be  loft'^  to  Obd  or  itlfelf  f  Is  a  cba- 
ra^er  (o  rriodeft,.  a^^cl  fb  exceedingly  beautiful,  to 
be  (eea  hp  mpre?*Ko,'if.he  is  hid,  he  is  only  hid 
as  thei^>7  itfelf%  /;o  ihint  that  drt  Ic/ft'i  in  whom 
tb(  pP4^ms^,wbrld  batb  hlindei  the  minds  vf  tbem 
ni^icfi '^tif/lk^e  .nof^  ieji^  tbi^  ligbt  ^  tbeghfious  gofptl 
^Vbrijt^  >wbo  is  the  image  of  God^  jboiddjbinevntd 
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All  other  true  believers,  becalife  Aey  iheOTTdves 
are  there  al^  .know,  that  ids  Ife  is  buiwltb  Cbr^^ 
wb$  knows  bis  ov)nJbeep^  and  0  kwiwn  (fbis.  But  w 
vforldwbo  bssb  mt  known  bis  faibnr^,\^i^vf^  neither 
him  Dor  his  (beep  ;  and  there&tre  both  .at^  .^id  ip 
the  text  to  be  iiid«  as  dead  in .  the  opkiion  oC  ^ 
world,  becaujfe  removed  om^f^ek  figb^r^  , 

Lo^g  before  Chriil  was  born^  it  wag  prophefied 
of  hina,  that  he  fliould  bwe  no  form  nor  wn^Utf^y 
and  that  men,  when  they  Qiw%m^  Jb^fil/e^  no 
beauty  in  binij  th/U  tb^y  Jbfluld  defir^  hm^sb^t  be 
Ihould  be  dejpjfed  and  rgeScd  (fmcn^  a  nm  ofjbt^rowj^ 
and  acgmnted  vpiA^rief  and  thai  the  men  ,of  j^his 
world  (hould  bide  as  it  were  thir  faces  from  bim^ 
We  may  now  turn  the  words  of  this  prophecy  into 
an  hillory^  and  write  it  s^  matter  of  fit^*  o^^t  only 
concerning  bis  perlbn,  but  his  goif)el  airp^.and  the 
hiftoriar\,  as  wjell  as  the  prophet,  .may  ^ik^  -jti^^ 
baib  believed  his  repori  t  and  to  whom  is  tb^Torm  (f  the 
Lord  rcveakd  f  ^  ,    .  .  . :    . 

As  there  was  nothing  in  his  perlbn  or  counte- 
nance, and  as  little  in  his  drds  and  attendaacer  ^o 
ftrike  the  nunds  of  the  worldly  wirii  aoy  e^ctra- 
ordinary  degree  of  bve^or  v©neiatipni  fo  jieither 
is  there  in  his  doftrine  or  ^ofpcl.  A  wonderful 
plainnels  and  fimplicity^  refenihling  t^ofe  of  ills 
perfonal  appeaarance,  run  thBOUj^.tbe  whple^  aod 
hide  the  majefty  and  power,  of  his  religion  from  h- 
very  eye  that  is  aficfted  only  with  pomp  aBii  (how. 
It  is  by  the  eyeof  fitith  alone,  and  of  the  Holy  Gko^y 
whoiDQ>ires  that  faitl^  that  the  otherwise  inconcc;;iv- 
able  grandeur  of  the  divine  wifdom,  |pw.er».ftiid 
goodnefs,  is  difcovered  under  a  drefs  to  plain  a^d 
iiUDfiWc,  .aad  infinitdiy  recommended  by  that  drefe 
to  the  admiration  of  a  iiruly  judiciousi  ap^  vf^U 
difoofed  mind.  .  / 
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But  further,  as  there  is  nothing  here  to  be  reliih- 
ed  by  a  faUe  tafte,  i^  there  is  every  thing  to  ofiend 
a  proud  and  corrupt  heart  Here  is  a  fuflfering 
king  to  be  ferved ;  and  a  crucified  God  to  be  a- 
dored.  How  does  this  Ihock  his  faidi,  who  hadi 
made  an  idol  of  his  own  underftanding,  of  who 
Confiders  nothbg  as  great,  but  worldly  pomp  and 
power?  Here  denying  ourfelves,  niortifying  the 
deeds  of  the  fle(h,  fubdumg  our  inordinate  incli- 
nations,  bridling  even  fuch  as  are  innocent,  and 
dying  to  fin  and  the  world ;  are  made  abfolutely 
necefl&ry  to  the  new  life  of  a  chriftian.  How  does 
it  difguft  and  ofiend  the  world  to  have  almoft  all 
methods,  both  of  making  and  enjoying  fortunes, 
condemned  and  forbidden,  as  wicked,  in  pain  of 
eternal  damnation! 

Now,  is  it  any  wonder,  the  world  (hould  hide  as 
It  were  its  face,  Ihould  turn  away  its  acttention,  and 
lock  up  its  heart,  from  fuch  a  teacher,  and  fuch 
dodhine^  Here  are  the  reaibns,  the  true  and 
real  reafons,  why  Chrift,  and  all  that  ^re  firmly 
united  to  him,  are  faid  to  be  hid  together  from  the 
eyes  of  a  vain  and  finful  world ;  and  why  it  is  af- 
firmed, that  the  God  (f  this  worlds  or  the  devil, 
hatb  blinded  tbe  eyes  cf  tbem  wbo  believe  not^  left  tie 
ghrhus  ^qfpel  of  Cbrtft  flmild  Jbine  unto  tbem.  The 
true  chriftian  fees,  and  is  feen,  by  that  light  alone  j 
and  they  therefore  who  are  blind  to  that  fort  of 
light,  cannot  poflibly  fee  him.  They  ate  as  deaf 
too  to  that  found  and  voice  of  the  gofpel,  wherein 
the  real  chrifdan  fpeaks,and  is  fpoken  to.  He  that  is 
ef  God  bedretb  Gods  words :  they  therefore  hear  them 
not,  becatife  tbey  ^are  not  rf  God:  So  neither  this 
'  way  can  thefe  men  perceive  or  apprehend  the  true 
diriflian. 

In  this  bleffcd  fanduary,  in  the  bolbmof  Chrifl 
himfelf,  and  in  a  life  wholly  governed  by  the  gof^ 
pel  or  religion  of  Jefus,  is  every  real  chriftianThid 
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from  the  obfervation  of  the  world,  to  whom  his 
fife  is  a  myilery,  never  to  be  accounted  for,  or  fa- 
thoroedi;  and  not  only  hid,  but  guarded  and  de- 
fended on  all  fides  againfi  all  the  allurements,  a* 
?^ainft  all  the  vanity  and  vexation  that  is  under  the 
un.  From  hence  he  looks  not  down  into  the 
world,  but  to  laugh  at  its  follies,  or  to  pity  its 
miferies.  The  armour  of  God  furrounds  him.  The 
helmet  of/ahation  guards  his  underftanding.  The 
breqft-plate  ofrigbteotifnefs  arms  his  heart.  Tbejbield 
of  faith  defends  him  againft  all  attacks.  And  with 
ibe  fword  of  tbefpiritywhici?  is  the  word  of  G^rf,  he 
cuts  in  funder,  and  ftrikes  down  all  oppofers.  If 
the  old  ferpent  aflaults  him,  he  roufes  up  his  cou* 
rage  with  thefe  words  of  God,  rejifi  the  devil^  and 
be  mil  jUefrom  you.  If  his  carnal  defires  do  but 
begin  to  undermine  his  temperance  or  chaftity,  .he 
rjeooUeds  with  a  trembling  heart,  the  admonitions 
of  God,  the  minding  of  tbeflefb  is  death ;  yejhdll  not 
fulfil  the  lufis  of  tbejlefb.  If  the  world,  with  its  cuf- 
toms  and  fafhions  bears  in  upon  him,  he  hears  God 
calling  to  him  from  within  his  own  brea((,  and  fay^ 
ing,  be  not  conformed  to  this  world.  And  if  ^11  this 
is  not  enough,  he  hath  ftill  an  infinitely  cpmforta* 
ble  aifurande  in  referve,  that  the  prefence  oJF  Chrill^, 
who  hath  promifed  to  dwell  in  bim,  and  to  be  with 
him  to  the  end  of  the  worlds  and  tbe^race  of  bis  Hdly 
Spirit,  Jball  hefufficientfor  him.  , 

As  there  is  little  difference  between  dying  to  the 
world,  and  living  in  Chrifl;  between  the  death 
untojin^  and  the  new  birth  unto  rigbteoufne/s^  inaf- 
much  as  both  are  covenanted  for  in  the  fame  bap« 
tifm,  and  take  place  in  every  true  Chrifliati  at  tqe 
iatlie  time,  fo  I  have  treated  of  them  as  nearly  the 
fame  thing.  All  the  difference  confifts  in  this, 
that,  vhen  we  die  in  the  fenfe  of  n^y  text,  we 
^ftj/Jr  todoeyiU  and  hate  it ;  and  when  we  begin  to 
fVf  in  that  fenfe,  we  learn  to  dogood^  and  to  love  it. 
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ffe  who  dods  the  former  on  Chriftian  principle^ 
caa  hardly  (top  there,  but  is  under  a  Ibrt  of  moral 
rieccffity  of  proceeding  farther,  and  performing 
the  latter.  Whofdever  on  the  footing  of  Chriftian 
faith,  hath  from  his  foul  renounced  the  world,  and 
emptied  his  heart  of  all  it*s  vanities  and  temptati- 
6t^  ha^th  done  it  only,  that  he  may  open  his 
heart  to  God,  and  to  the  love  of  diat  which  is 
jleafing  in  the  fight  of  God.  At  the  lame  time 
tn.at  he  removed  his  affeSlidns  from  things  an  tbe  earthy 
he  fa  theniy  according  to  the  precepts  immediately 
preceding  my  text,  on  things  above.  He  died  to 
fih  and  the  world,  only,  that  his  life  might  be  hid 
with  Chrift  j  that  his  heatt  might  be  there  purified 
by  the  gofpel,  and  fortified  by  the  grace  of  God  ; 
and  that  he  might  take  fanftuary  in  the  bofom  of 
his  Redeemer  trOm  all  the  otherwife  irrefiftable 
temptations,  and  all  the  Otherwife  unavoidable 
miferie^,.  to  which  he  lay  eipofed  before,  when  he 
was  a  man  of  this  world. 

In  this  bich  and  comfortable  fenfe  it  is,  riiat  be 
who  is  dead  to,  the  world,  is  hid  with  Chrift. 
Thus  it  i^,  that  the  Ghriftian  dianiond  lies  con- 
cealed and  enclofcd  in  tbe  rock  of  bis  Sahiaionj 
from  whence  he  (hall  in  God's  appointed  time, 
limine  forth  in  ^H  the  luftre  of  him,  who  is  tbe 
wayy  the  truth,  And  tbe  Ife,  >yho  is  the  kgbr  of  tbe 
V>orld.  By  this  light  of  all,  who  truly  live  in 
drift,  the  hypocritical  pretender  to  diriftianity 
is  expofed  in  his  true  colours,  and  beheld  a$  the 
carcafe  of  a  dead  man,  te-anlmated  only  by  a 
fidid  i  as  ,<i  dark  and  hlack  f^t  in  the  fet^S  of  cha- 
rity ;  OS  a  cloud  Without  water  carried  ftbdnt  by  win^f ; 
as  a  tree  wbofe  fruit  witberelbj  twicl  dead,,  phikei 
^  hy  the, roots ;  as  a  raging  wc^ve  of  the  fBA^  foaming 
out  it*s  ownjhame  ^  and  as  a  wdnd0ngfiat;  to  'udlfOm 
isfff^e^  the  bhckiieji  of  ^rknefs  for  eVer: 
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Jftxt  if  {be  wiek«d  fU'e  &  £3ip9^  by  this  iigbt; 
yq^  will  fL%  how  can  h^  ihac  u  mihChrifit,  b^ 
hid  ia  it  i  Cio  itli>(  which  » is  «he  light  ihe  -  Kid  ? 
Yes,  God  is  light,  and  he  who  is  hid  with  ChriA» 
is  kii  in  Qod ;  hid  imti\  a  blind  and  i^tAxfX  world, 
which  aithoMgh  this  glorious  light  bath'  flmei  in 
40rk$iffs^  whsjre  All  <^r  light^s  are  moft  eafily  perr 
Q^vedy  jf^/  cmfrd)0id6tb  ii  mt.  By  this  ^day,^^)^ 
of  the  gofpel  the  moles  ^^d  hats  M  infidelity  can 
^  nodling ;  und  in  this  light,  wfaiixh  i$  too  fireng 
fox  liie  ey£S  of  the  world,  gnd  which  therefore  109 
4wn«  «ivhp  13  yet  in  ithe  world,  can  ^mach  unta^ 
winrm  be  dibelhtb^  whi^afb  jmrnrtdity  {J9iwhQm 
h  btmour  and  pamar  everkfi^itig,)  dm^eAx  aUb  dne 
^sod  Oirtftian ;  £ir  tbus  fairi}  4he  Hi^  aud  trftyms^ 
ib^  iifb0biutb  etsrnity,  wbqfg  name  is  Holy,  IdweU 
m  ibe  bigb  and  bak  pjacc^  witb  bimdf^  ibut  is  jof  n 
iionifiU  aud  hmdne  Spkit,  M  revive  the  fpirit  .if  the 
imnbk^  ^  to  reime  ibe  heart  nf  ibe  fOfUni^  ones. 
JjidMer,  liato  ihts  ufm^pffoadubi<^  i^j^^  »o  cam^l 
jE^evCaafolkHv  him  wlho  "tiv^B  tn^jofd,  and^aiio  19 
mdeMfi'ioiiibOfrifij  asieisCfte^pMib^JKathet.   \ 

Biint  iiid  jas  he  is,  i»w  i;i  this  pvafeatjtime  of 
Jtiffbriog,  whitteheAwps  undier^faeecQfsofCMft, 
nfid  the  TqmnQhea  thfft  fiatl  ^on  liis  Rafter,  fdl 
jikfo  oiB  hina;  lie  ksiows,  .adiay  isootmng,  when 
according  to  the  verfe  immediately  following  .«fiy 
/test,  Cbri/ij  ntJio  is  biyi^e,  fiudl .appear^  and  ^heii 
fliaU  this  good  Xi^cifliaQ,  £tnd  :aM  ^at  betong4K> 
,QM(iit,  appear  w.ith^twn  alio  in  ij^w^. 
>  fieboM  the  woodenful  ccha^ge  ^  things !  Tiiis 
)nian,  fevdefpicable  in  the  dboem^of  the  world,  ilhat 
'feflrjvrttoiie.tlKiiight  ihim^orth  dieir  noti^e^  rifts 
.djgzana,  who  <was  cbudbed  iiv  ir^j,  ^who  tbiid  bgiky 
dogr  for  *ph|K(iaiaB8,  who  lay  \i&R  a  ooDi|pinptBile 
\iog «t:the  <gatda of  >the  wfishhy^.  SL^dilo^ged^foi-  the 
'^firmAe  tbai\f{M  "fimn  rtbekstaUes^S  Vk  'Bo^'^aoimfg^ed 
-^m  the  ^i;/^;a^-;^infi'^:).KMhile  die  md^toiiff  4>f 
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this  world,  in  whofe  eyes  he  was  no  better  than 
the  dirt  they  trod  on,  are  tometUed  in  the  fire 
which  cannot  be  quenched.  They  had  their  woikl, 
and  he  hath  his. 

When  the  men  of  this  world  fee  this  (and  fee  it 
they  mud)  they  Jball  be  troubled^  as  we  are  told  in 
the  book  of  wifdom,  with  terrible  fear ^  and  Jball  be 
amazed  at  the  ftrangenefs  of  bis  falvathn^  fo  far  be- 
yond all  that  they  looked  for.  And  they^  too  hue  re-- 
penting  and  grieving  for  anguijb  of  fpirit^  fiaU  fay 
within  thentfelves ;  this  is  he^  whom  we  had  fometime 
in  derifton,  and  a  proverb  of  reproach.  JVe  focls  ac-- 
counted  bis  life  nudnefsy  and  his  end  to  be  without 
honour.  How  is  he  numbred  among  the  children  of 
Godj  and  his  lot  is  among  the  faints.  Therefore  have 
we  erred  from  the  way  of  trutb^  and  the  light  of  r^h^ 
teoufnefs  bath  not  Jhined  unto  us^  and  the  fun  ef  r^- 
teoufnefs  rofe  not  upon  us.  JVe  weaned  ourfdves  m 
the  way  of  wickednefs  and  definition  \  yea^  we  have 
gone  through  defer tSy  where  there  lay  no  mnr,  hut^  as 
for  the  way  of  the  JLordj  we  have  not  known  it. 
IVhat  hath  pride  profited  usfOr  what  good  hath 
riches  with  our  vaunting  brought  usf  The  &pe  of  the 
ungodly  is  like  duft  that  is  blown  avm  by  the  wind ; 
.  but  the  righteous  live  for  evermore  ^  their  reward  alfo 
is  with  the  Lordj  arid  the  care  of  them  is  with  the 
mofi  Hi^h/ 

While*  health,  profperity,  and  riches  lail,  they 
hardea  the  heart  and  ftif{entheneckof  every  worlds 
ly-*minded  man  i  and  ib  long  the  tkings  of  the  fpirie^ 
or  of  God,  are  fooli/bnefs  unto  him.  But  as  foon  as 
thefe  fail,  we  fee,  even  he  is  forced  to  own,  that 
the  foifdom  of  this  loorld^  which  was  always  fioli/b^ 
ne/s  .wHh  God,,  is  really  fooliOinefs  in  itfelf^  and 
downright  deftru£tion  to  htm  that  trufted  in  it 
.  Let.  us,  my  brethren  in  Chrift,  who  arc,  or 
onght  io  be  J  dead  to  the  worlds  and  bid  from  it  witb 
Qnrifi  in  Go4f  now  with  all  our  hearts,  as  well  as 
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underftandtngs,  refblve  to  improve  on  tbc  bidden 
man  of  tbe  bearty  and  to  feek  only  tbe  wi/dom  ibaf  is 
from  above  J  wbicb  is  firft  purcy  tben  peaceable^  gentle^ 
and  eafy  to  be  entreated^  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits^ 
without  partiality^  and  without  bypocrify ;'  and  let  us 
al(6  with  heart  and  underftanding  utterly  renounce 
the  wifdom  of  this  world,  that  wiiHom  which  is 
not  from  above,  but  is  earthly^  fenfuai^  devilijb. 
That  it  is  equally  neceflary  to  our  happinefs,  that 
we  (hould  do  both,  may  be  as  fafely  left  to  the 
vote  of  fober  reafon  and  univerial  experience,  as 
to  the  word  of  God.  Reaibn  and  experience  make 
it  a  clear  point,  that  nothing,  but  vanity  and  vex* 
ation  here,  with  infamy  and  diigrace  hereafter,  tf 
there  is  to  be  an  hereafter,  can  be  hoped  for  froi^ 
the  wifdom  of  this  world. 

On  the  other  hand,  God^s  word  makes  the  doc- 
trine affirmed  in  my  text  abfolutcly  neceflary  to  fal- 
vation.  i^e  muft  die  to  tbeflejb  and  tbe  worlds  that 
we  may  not  be  condemned  with  the  world.  ^ToW  this 
death  confifts  in  loving  the  world  no  longer,  but 
rather  hating  it  as  the  enemy  of  God.  Love  not  tbe 
worldy  feith  St.  John,  neither  the  things  that  are  in  • 
tbe  world  \  far  as  St.  James  aflures  us,  tbefriendjbif 
of  tbe  world  is  enmity  with  God ;  wbofoever  tbere^ 
fare  will  be  a  friend  to  tbe  worlds  is  tbe  enemy  of  God. 
This  hating  the  world  i^that  death,  St.  Paul  tells 
us,  we  pafs  through  in  baptifin,  when  vftput  off  the 
old  man.  HowJbaU  we,  faith  he,  that  are  diad  tofin^ 
Irue  any  longer  therein?  Know  ye  not  thaSfo  matrf  ef 
us  as  were  haptifed  into  Jefus  Cbrifty  were  baptifed  into 
bis  death?  Our  old  man  is  cruc^d  with  bhny  that 
tbe  body  of  fin  might  be  d^royed^  that  henceforth  we 
Jbould  notfervefinj  for  he  that  is  dead  is  freed  from  fin. 

You  now  fee  plainly  the  neceflity  of  this  de^th 
to  the  flefh,  to  the  world,  ^nd  to  fin ;  and  that 
you  cannot  poifibly  live  to  Cbrift,  without  firft  dy- 
ing to  them  all.    You  will  quickly  fee,  that  it  is 
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Hear  the  words  of  Cbr ift  to  Nicodeniu^/  f/^r^, 
Vifiify  Ifaj  unio  jm;  cM^ept  a  ma»,  b$  horn  agmn  (f 
wdtiT  and  of  the  fpirit^  btcmwt  enUrintPtbe  kiMg'- 
dm  of  God;  Such  is  the  neccflity  of  enteriog  op«- 
on  a  new  life  in  order  to  be  faved ;  aod  a  new 
life  is  nothing  elfe  but  thia,  an  abftinen^^  from 
fin,  and  a  continual  pra&ice  of  the  duties  required 
by  the  gofpcl.  IVbofotoefy  laith  St.  Joho,  $s  b^rn 
tf  Godj  doib  fu>t  commit  Jin.  IVbftfotVir  is  hm  of 
Gdd^  cvereometb  the  world.  If  any  man  h  in  QnUl^ 
feith  St.  Paul,  be  is  a  new  creature.  Tbey  $berefifre 
wbieb  tioefbould  not  b^nerforib  live  unio  tbenifehcs^ 
kit  unio  bhn  who  died  for  tbem.  If  they  breai}ie  the 
fpirit  of  the  new  life,  how  can  they  do  oiherwiie 
than  live  tinto  him,  with  whom  their  lives  are  in- 
corporated and  hid  i  Are  they  not  one  livitig  body 
with  Chrift,  their  head  f  Or  cAn  they  bave  any 
ether  life,  but  the  very  life,  of  flut  Iv^ad  ?  If,  as 
Chrift  hiniielf  faith,  be  bath  made  all  tbings  new^ 
ficurely  every  one  who  is  really  united  to  him,  and 
becotne  a  true  member  of  his  body,  muft  have  pt$ 
off  lAntid  man,  and  nm/l  be  renewed  m  tbe^Jpirit  ef 
bis  mind^  or  tbe  inward  man^  day  iy  day.  Other 
things  are  yet  as  they  were;  or  are.  boecme 
aew  in  regard  to  dieir  mew  negenerat^  or  new^ 
created  ppfle({br ;  or  have  perKlmi ;  the  flpeiiibers 
of  Chrift  only,  that  is,  they  who  are  regeneta* 
^  and  converted  from  this  world,  and  their  iina, 
Aey  ^nly  are  made  new  by  a  change  of  nature, 
'  You,  by  this  tinic,  may  have  feen,  what  it  is 
to  be^dwtto  fm^  bui  oDve  unto  God^  tbrwgb  fefm 
Gbri^'j^r  Lord.  You  may  .have  feen  alfe  the  DeoeC- 
fity  of  the  former  in  order  to  the  latter.  It  only 
femains,  that  you  confider,  .with  airpoflSble  itttea- 
tion  both  tsf  underAanding  and  heart,  the  neoeffi- 

'    ty 


Tbi  true  Obr^Kan  is  boA  dead  Mndidive.      $15, 

ty  of  this  latter,  or  the  life  in  God,  in  order  to 
your  eternal  peace  and  happinefs. 

Fear  not.  The  change,  recommended  to  you  by 
the  word  of  God,  confifts  not  fo  much  inthepanga 
of  dying,  as  in  the  pleaiure  of  a  revival  into  your 
only  real  and  natural  life.  Sin  is  the  only  dead)  ( 
and  goodnefs,  the  only  hfe.  Hate  this  death,  love 
this  life  ;  and  then  yonr  change  will  afferd  infinitely 
more  joy  to  your  fpiritual,  than  pain  to  your  flcfliiy 
nature. 

But  whatfbever  degree  of  pain  it  ihail  be,  that 
may  attend  your  dyin^  to  a  worid,  on  which  you 
have  foolilMy,  but  habitually  fis:ed  your  heart,  let 
it  be  the  wifdomof  your  now  ibunder  thoughtf 
diearfiilly  to  Submit  to  the  revealed  appointnnent  of 
your  Maker,  and  thecommcm  law  of  faia  creation* 

All  the  creatures  are  fubjeA  to  change,  God 
only  is  immuuble.  How  can  you  pMftend  to  &is 
difl^nguifhiog  attribute  of  your  Creator  ?  Behold  I 
the  hea^fens  are  fubje£t  to  perpetual  revofaitioBa^  afid 
the^arth  to  annual  changes  of  feaftma,  light  and 
darknefs,  heat  and  cold,  pmfuiag  each  mher  ia 
regular,  but  fwift  fucceHionis.  The  vegetable  world, 
conforrtung  to  the  fame  low,  revives  or  withers^  puts 
on,  or  puts  off  its  attire,  at  the  call  of  aatuve.  in 
like  manner^  die  animal  cmation  uodeigMsa  Mri&* 
ty  of  cftianges  peculiar  to  itfelC  One  caAs  its  old 
luiir,  another  its  (kin  or^  (heil,  another  mcdts  its 
feathers  ;  and  al!  of  tbem,  aR  if  created  jaoew:,tx3iiie 
torth  in  fi:^  Kvsrtes. 

Now,  none  of  thefe  ahemioassre  farooghtjabenit 
in  them  wi^ut  a  conTiderafote  degiee  of 'oneafineia 
and  pain.  The  old  natove  tn  'riiem  ficbening,  and 
in  feme  fenfe  dying,  is  pepaircda»dv0vived»  as  it 
were  into  anew. 

It  is,  on  good  grounds,  beHeyed,  that  the -vcsr^ 
angels  make  a  ptogrefs,  and/arrtve  ^lot  at  tiae  per^* 
fe£tion  of  their  natures,  or  of  their  .glory,  but  by 
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certain  changes  and  degrees  ;  ^ho  can  tell  what 
ftru^ies  their  virtue  was  tried  with^  before  they 
were  entrufted  with  the  thrones  and  principalities^ 
afcribcd  to  them  in  the  holy  Scriptures  ? 

And  who  art  thou,  O  man,  k  frail,  (b  i[x>perfe£ty 
and  even  fo  loaded  with  corruption  and  fin,  that 
thou  (hould'ft  hope  to  be  good  without  a  change ; 
or  happy,  without  being  good  ?  Know,  that  your 
own  nature  hath  made  (his  impoffible,  and  God 
hath  decreed  the  contrary,  for,  wiiboui  bclinffs  m 
manjball  fee  the  Lordi  nor  v)itbout  keeping  bis  com- 
mandmeniSj  Jbdl  any  man  erUer  into  life.  If  therefore, 
for  a  time,  the  very  pains  of  hell  (hould  be  the  price 
of  fo  great  and  necellary  a  change ;  you  could  in 
nothing  (hew  yourfelf  fo  wife,  as  in  courting  and 
inviting  them  with  infinitely  more  eamefthefs,  than 
you  ever  did,  the  keeneft  pleafur^s  of  fenfe. 

But,  as  I  have  akeady  intimated,  the  pain  of 
dying  to  a  world,  fo  vain,  fo  deceitful,  fo  vexati- 
ous, cannot  be  very  great  to  a  fenfible  and  thinking 
fi>ul,  that  knows  it,  as  having  already  fimrted  in 
it,  and  begins  to  be  diigufted  with  it 

Befides,  whatfoever  of  bittcrnefs  may  be  tailed 
in  the  adminiftration,  or  of  pain  felt  in  the  opera- 
tiony  of  the  fpiritual  phyficK  ;  the  whole  is  greatly 
abated  in  this,  as  in  bodily  diforders,  by  the  fure 
and  certain  hope  of  recovery,  nay,  by  the  iinmer 
diate  fenfeof  a  recovery,  a&ually  begun  from  the 
firft  nnoment  of  the  application. 

Where  is  the  great  matter  in  foffaking  a  world, 
of  which  we  are  perpetually,  and  with  iminite  rea* 
fon,  coRiplainin^,  and  that  loon  will  forfake  us  i 
In  the  continual  diC^>p6intment  of  pur  hopea^  or 
eroding  of  our  fchemes,  or  impairing  of  our  forr 
tunes,  or  thwarting  our  pleafures,  or  lofs  of  our 
friends,  do.  we  not  die  daily  f  die  to  the  world,  and 
the  things  of  it,a^inftour  wills  ?  And  (ball  it  feem 
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too  much,  to  die  once  voluntarily  and  totally  for 
our  (bills,  for  heaven  and  for  God  ? 

How  (hocking  to  nature  would  it  be,  to  fee  the 
dead  and  the  living  intermixed,  forming  one  focie- 
ty,  and  converfmg  together'  But  how  much  more 
(nocking  to  the  eye  of  faith,  to  behold  thoiiei  who 
by  their  deeds  are  known  to  be  dead  to  God,  blen- 
ded with  his  true  and  living  people,  merely  on  the 
ftrcngth  of  an  outward  profeflion ;  and  calling 
them(clves  the  members  of^  Chrift,  the  children  of 
God,  and  heirs  of  eternal  life,  when  nil  the  time, 
it  is  as  evident,  as  the  light  of  God*s  word;  com- 
pared with  their  crimes,  can  make  it,  that  they 
are  only  the  fervants  of- fin,  the  children  of  the  de- 
vil, and  heirs  of  no  other  portion,  but  that  which 
is  referved  for  the  hypocrites  ?  evident,  that  m  the 
£ice  of  day,  they  walk  in  darknefs;  and  in  the 
hou(e,  at  the  table,  and  even  in  the  name  of  God, 
promote  the  intereft,  and  give  vogue  to  the  fer- 
vice,  of  his  enemy ;  and  the  nx)re  for  profeifing 
chriftianity. 

Not  lefs  (hocking  would  it  be,  were  it  not  fo 
common,  to  fee  the  (ame  man,  religious,  and  athe- 
iftical;  virtuous,  and  vicious,  by  turns;  to  day, 
traveling  in  the  narrow  way,  and  to  morrow,  in  the 
broad  9  but  there  (lowly  dragged,  and  here  driv- 
ing at  full  fpeed  ;  now  dying  to  fin,  and  then,  to 
God;  and  confequendy  walking  in  the  fight  of 
found  reafon,  the  frightful  fpedkre  of  both  worlds, 
radier  than  the  real  inhabitant  of  either.  .  Nature, 
reafbn,  fcripture,  all  teach  us  to  abhor  fuch  fpec- 
tacles.  How  then  comes  it,  that  we  are  fo  little 
(lartled  at  feeling,  what  we  are  (b  powerfully 
in(lru£\ed  to  tremble  at  the  fight  of?  Can*  thefiime 
thing  that  is  fo  hideous  in  principle,  be  ever  admit- 
ted,, be  even  courted  in  praftice?  Can  a  rational 
creature,  a  creature,  that  fears  death  more  than  e- 
very  thing  elfe,  voluntarily  give  himfelf  up  to  in- 
numerable 
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numerable  deaths,  to  a  fucceffion  of  agonie%  whidi 
cannot  poffibly,  after  all,  end  in  any  thing  but  e-^ 
temal  death ;  rather  than  to  that  one  death,  which 
he  knows,  is  the  only  gate  to  everlafting  K& } 

True  are  thy  words,  O  blcffed  Redeemer,  be 
itat  would /ave  bis  life^  his  finful  lifcj  Jball  lo/e  tt^ 
and  be  tba  wiU  kfe  bis  life  for  tbyfaluj  JbaUfind  a^ 
ihall  furdy  find  it,  hidden  with  thee  in  God. 

Teach  us,  0  infinite  truth  and  wifdom,  a  rig^t 
ienfe  of  thiB  thy  declaration,  fb  myfterious  to  a 
blinded  world ;  and  ever  powerfully  intercede  for 
us  with  the  Father,  to  whK>nri,  in  the  unity  of  the 
ever  blefled  Trinity,  be  all  might,  majefty,  dignity, 
and  dbminion,  now  and  forevermoie.    Amen* 

ne  Grace  of  our  Isrd^  &c. 
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The  Thinker  Hiall  be  Taved. 
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JUt  the  vmds  of  ny  mouthy  and  tbi  mediiatm  of  mf 
heart  be  alway  acceptable  in  tiy  Jigbt^O  Z^rd^  try 
ftffl^^b^  W  nq  redeemer. 

THIS  Pfalai,  which!  qnds  Vith  my;  texL 
hath  Wen  juftly  elleemed  one  .0^ the  nobleft 
ftrainfi  both  of  poetry  and  devotion,  that 
have  evfer  been  employed  to  x^ife  the  thoughts  oF 
the  religious^  and  to  carry  them  up  to  God«  Every 
rteder,  who  but  barely  understands  the  words, 
Gonfeifts  its  force  by  the  warmth  it  kindles  in  his 
hearty  if  he  is  A  man^  of  piety,  or  at  Iea(l  by  the 
wings  ttgiyts  10  bis  inaagination,  ifhehaihany 
tafte  for  the  high  and  great  in  what  he  peru/es. 

But  the  pTaiin,  if  pjol^y  examined  by  the  ludi'* 
ciouj^  ^M  tboroa^ly  .U(iiperfto94,  difcovers  ^e^ 
what,  beyond  Ithia,  i^eo^eivably  glorious  and  di- 
vine«  He  vt^ho  readi  it  with  any  portion  of  the 
ipirit  that  pe&fted  it>  bear«  the  Voice  of  God,  {peak- 
^  ^m  heaven,  and  calling  up  his  foul  to  the 
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adoration  of  infinite  wifdom,  goodneis,  and  powov 
difplayed  in  the  vifible  heavens.  He  hears  the 
works  of  God  preaching  thefe  attributes  of  their 
Creator  in  a  language  loud  enough  to  be  heard  hy 
the  whole  world.  He  fees  the  fun  in  particular, 
not  only  making  his  glorious  circuit  in  the  ikieS| 
and  proclaiming,  as  he  goes,  in  an  hymn  cloathed 
with  light  inftead  of  words,  the  praifes  of  his  great 
original ;  but  ices  him  al(b  poetically  intnxiuced 
in  the  plalm  as  a  fimiiitude  for  the  yet  brighter 
fun  of  God^s  law  or  word,  wbicb  enligbfenetb  the 
eyes  of  the  mind,  giving  vjifdom  to  tbejimpk^  cotevert- 
ing  tbe  foul^  rejoicing  the  hearty  and  in  all  thefe 
pourine  on  the  mind  that  religious  wiidom  and 
warmth,  which  are  here  poetically  connected  with, 
and  reprefented  by,  the  light  and  heat  which  fall 
^  from  the  fun  on  our  bodies. 

After  this,  the  facred  poet  reprefents  himfelf  to 
the  underftandihg  reader,  as  doubly  (truck  with 
die  awful  voice  of  God,  both  natural  and  revealed, 
as  trembling  under  the  reproof  of  nature  and  fcrip- 
ture  at  once,  as  overwhelmed  with  a  fenfe  of  his 
own  infirmities  and  fins,  and  crying  out^  v)bo  can 
underftand  bis  errors  f  Cleanfe  tbou  me  from  iriy  fecret 
faults.  Keep  back  tby  fervant  from  prefumptuous  fins ; 
let  tbem  no  f  have  dominion  over  me  \  tbenfiaU  I  be  up- 
rigbt  and  innocent  from  the  great  tranfgr^n. 

Surely,  if  any  form  or  a£t  of  devotion  might 
hope  f<^r  acceptance,  purely  on  account  of  its  own 
excellence,  it  was  this.  Yet  behold  \  the  blefied 
Pialmift,  no  le&  lowly  in  himfelf,  than  eJcalted  as 
to  tbe  matter  and  fpirit  of  his  hymn,  and  fully  fen- 
fible,  that  nb  addrefs  to  God,  howfoever  excellent 
in  itfdf,  tior  even  howfoever  ardently  offered  up^ 
can  entitle  the  fmfiil  to  a  fiivourable  hearing,  throws 
himfelf  oil  the  mercy  of  his  Maker,  and  ohtheme- 
rits  of  his  Saviour,  crying  out  in  the  humble  Ian* 
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gua^e  of  my:  teict,  kt  tbe  words  of.ntf  moutb^  and  the 
medaation  rftnf  heart  be  a^epiabkin  Ajjigbt^  O  Lordy 
nrf  ftrtw^w  tand  My  redeemer  \  that  is,  O  Almighty 
ruler  of.  the  world,  the  I'bck  of  niy  falvationy  who 
redcetneft  me  from  iin  anflvall  its  dreadful  cffe£ts». 
hear  With  pity  even  thef prayers  of  thy  unworthy 
creature'!  ^sid,  while  I  conddsr  myfelf  as  nothing 
in  die  midft  of  thy  other  worf^s,  or  as  convicted  of 
fin  bytbe  purity  of  thy  law,  have  mercy  upon  me, 
and  hear  the  words  X3f  my  nputh  %  have  mercy 
up6n  nae^  and  accept  the  meditatioQ  of  my 
heart. 

1  in  ihis  ipir»tx>f  admiration  ought  we  to  meditate 
en'  the  works*  a^d  word  of  God,  and  in  thi9  ipirit 
of  humility  and  contrition  on  the:  error  of  our  own 
ways.    And'Uiusin  duftand  afhes  oueht  we  to 
implore  pity  fbc  our  higl^efb  ciptures  of  devotion, 
and  fo^veoeft  for  the  moil  fandHfied  thobghts.of 
ear  hearts;  Ffcii^who  are  we  ?  Oc  what  are  our  de- 
votions, thlat  we  fbould  .prdfume  on  a  mbve  gra*- 
ctous  hearings  than  he^wl^  o^ored  up  the  rocenfe 
of  an  hear]t;  ^ kindled uinto.'  love  and  piety 'by>  the 
fpirit  ofiOod  himfclf^  Silt  ai  hk  tru(ted  ^ivtlie 
Lord  hisftrength  abd^hfs  iedc8mef,..fo  Ihduld  we^ 
who  have  thef  fame  redecnicr,  thefame.oiuoajrr  wilk 
tbe  Ruifer,  J^us  driji  tbe  ^^edus^  v)b6  is.  the^fro^ 
pittatim  for'Oteefimi  md  ^-vibojisiiouebed,  mib  tbe  fed* 
tug  ef  cur  b^mities ;  -  tkromb  iwbomj  after  ndering 
eur  nverds  aright  before  Uod^^uit;/  mafcme  bobSf 
unto  the  tbmne  jcf  grace:!  that  the  tnof  ohtam  mere^ 
andgraettoibdp.in  Ume.of.\need:i\.     .    .  .  ^.  .  .  ^ 
,   oiit^iQ  far  as.  our  medktatioii^  and  oux  prayera 
pi^eeding  from,  thofelmedttations,  cday  be  rea«% 
dared;  acccptaibleinthe  fj^  of  43od,  by  bur  own. 
enitiivours^.we  aught<!tt)  knbw,  that  w^.are.loft. 
to  God  itcdxiucrely/es  iforjcvev,  if  ^jce  .do;  not  me*-^ 
ditate  withidl  tbp  ftiength  of  our  miAda  add  all 
Vol;  IV.  ^     T  Y    .  ,        M 


the  aidour.  of  oar  hcarte,  <to  the.  i«b)Qfts  ditt  eor 
gaged  the  medttatboiof  tke  tcnrid'pidiTBli^.iuullie^ 
ly»  on  the  vroiks^  and  WHdl  of  Ood»  .and  on  tlia 
mxe  of  oar  own  fenls^  Without,  thinking  dheoply^ 
keenly,  and  mdeed  aUboftoDntmualiy  Oft  die  'wmki 
and  word  of  God^  we  ihall  never  know^  bow  to 
fear  and  love^  nor  ocmieqaeiitly,  how.tool^ejf  (sod^ 
aa  we  oug^t  to  do.  Nor  without  thtnkiag^o  Kke 
manner  on  the  ftate  of , out  fimla»  flialLwe  ever  bet 
able  righdy  to  judge  of  what  we  are  doings  which 
way  we  are  going,  ot  wherein  the  courfe  of  life 
we  are  leading,  is  likely  to  end. 

Bat,  before  we  come  10.  be;  pJirtiaiUnr  tea  diefe 
important  fiibjefta  of  CKditation^  it  witt  bo  vf^ 
ceflary  to  iay  fomething  ooi  diat  of  ao^itimon  it*^ 
fidf,  that  we  niay  fdt  amftlvea^  wittijiinderftand* 
ings  duty  awakened^  aind  beirta  ftneogly  engaged^ 
to  a  Work  whereia  we  are  inSnitely  Hiteife^^ 

in  tbe  nature  of  thina%  as  ibctcdiy^  dntr  ibak- 
or  iata  kinda  or  cla£fea,  i/L.  man  ia  dUKingMaflni 
finm  8  iieaft  iterety  by  'dm  facoltf  of  nsafoor^r 
bat  mr the  eye  4f  true  wifiioin:  aiid  cSigioflif  he  » 
diftingutthed  only  by  tttb  \tfe  of  hit  Mifim.    Idi 
philoCbphif;  that  amiMk  is.  oalkd^  beaft».^hid3i 
cannot  reafan  $  bntia  rdigion,  that  ia  rightly  cal*7 
led  a  beaftt  -wl^ick  A^es  not  veaionv  d^at  ia^  #faidrN 
doea  not  ^meditate  inc. order  tcr  judges  and  jtidge^ 
in  order  tachu(e,  ibd  bhafi^  in  m&ttfci  btii$ffj^ 
^e  faai«)bpdiea,*:ap^tkes^  aflbdtons  and  pn»» 
CQiSy  tn-co^JBnqn  wtA  the.  brute  c^DeaticuL    But  it 
is  only  by  our  power,  of  nieditatingsinkivrealbmag^ 
diarwq  are  enabled  m  know  God.  and?  his  wdli, 
to  know  wherein  conffib  the  mahiof  oar  bappi-. 
nets,  and  bow  it  ik  to  be  jiurfncd.  JBm  dba  pamx 
we. can  govern  ourfidvesyjmd  oondudt  ow.affidni 
%*:tbia.  power,  dul^i  exercifed^  we  caawseig^jtltt 
obje^or-view%.  wMch  prefent  tfaedliehttr  to  At 
jadgmenty   one  againft  the  other,  and'^iind.  out 

which 


wliteti  of  thetri  is  blsfl  eiftitikd  to  oifr  choice^  ef^'ei- 
oiftlfy  jf.tfiirdifierJiQttb  is^  very  great,  dnd  more  ef- 
peiAsSif  ftiU;  if  it  n  mfiokely  gitfit*  In  this  con-^ 
fi&i  the  prefimt-  advonti^  tt  a  aiad  ab6re  i  be&ft 
whidi  ena  do  rione  of  thde  tbings,  b^t  is  feroed  ttb 
ibUow  dre  dall  of  a]()petite)  evto  into  the. Stem  thixt 
k  laid  fbrhii  life. 

If  Ak  is  a  trw  add  jtaft  4iffiiiAioR^  wi  (ball  bte 
foraoi  tti  caii  him  a  beaftv  altho*  6^tf  h  exadUy 
iiuind  lin' bis  oiit ward  figai:e^  wl)o  either  fhbws 
fia  poi^eq  of  dinimg  hii  ends  and  ptirfSofes  ^  ^ 
fuflfers  fenfe,  ^fppetite,  aiAd  paffion,  inftead  of  rea^ 
Sasi^  to  cfanfe  for  hinr  a  tow  and  momentary  Bdfore 
i&D  hffih  afad  laftihg  tnyovttxsiiX  y  to  ohiife  the  ktioWt 
bcca&nrcK  his  oi^n  raiteryy :  rather  than  the  khowa 
ckx:aflbar<^lHfe  own  happinofs;  Na^^^  atid  if  an  infinite 
.good"  and  i8vil  have  beeif  e^^er  r<fct  before  him^  amft 
he  chuiesrtbc  evil,  we  iSi\A  prdnourioe  briti  more 
ibdViifa  iftad'a  bea^  whinfar  im  faafve  nbnatign  of 
-ehiier,  and  cbn&qoentiy  can. by  no  adt  of  it-»  own 
Sueur  ths  ktatet^)  or  bbtkid^  the  forttier.  Is  hb  n6t 
WMpfe.tiian'^  brute,  w&d  for  d  difti^  p  bott)e^  a 
Jhianapeti  jteTanoie  pidcesf  of  ill-^ttGa  metal,  fof- 
Sdthhsa^en?   1   . 

Thd  wingtdf  bnitb  roois  ihto  tho  ftird,  add  the 
fiohed  brote  lirito  tbe  net^  betatrici  He  knvtira  nA 
tbatitbibrhifilife.  But  tlw  Rumali  brateiWab- 
l»«r&  the  faah/  tho^  be  kiidv^^  i  t  \k  for  his  [Mk 
'  Man  is  by;  natute  a  thiistUi^  betn^  but-ia  ofteh 
'fN[t>nininded  thoughtleisr^  not  Moaule  he^  tebfinr  tb 
^ink».  mA  lofesthe  po^ntrro^tbinhiag^  trnt^iMoaqfe 
he  i^  judged  to  exetfcifv  tH»  pcrprac^  iuqwDpeity, 
that  is,  OQ  ufelefs  or  hurtful.  fiarbjcC^.  09  bisitao^ 
^  ihnipka  t«o  ihutdi  ion '  fabjettei  dP  IHtlfe  pohiMrn- 
jndlk^  ahd  tod'fli^lyioi^itteltw'ar^bfflir'grgaite 
jDtomcBtto  bir^  -  Stfidtiy  f{i0zklt)gt  <<>  i^  ^^  ^^ 
oP  dxni^  ihii  flUl  <br  v^wlB/ with  f6  imit:lf'wi;»- 
Iwioeft  aad  mifexy,  tit^  Aor  \Vith  £>  mudh  iblbir. 
Y  a  There 
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There  is  no  keener  thinker  than  he,  who  is  en- 
flaved  to  the  niomentary  pleafures^of  the  flefh^ 
or  the  trifling  profits  of  the  world;  Even  the  fbcA^ 
who  ftupidly  fays  in  his  heart,  tberie  i8[noGod, 
fays  it  only  after  having  found  out  by  a  great  ded 
or  refledion,  that  the  being  of  a  God  necef&rily 
infers  the  mifcry  of  a  wretch,  fo  1611:^to;goddneil 
And  is  he  not  a  fbd,  who  fo  thinks,  piods,  and 
fchemes  his  life,'  as  to  give  the  lie  id  all:  satur^ 
and  to  have  nothing  at  the  laft  to  comfort  him.  in 
the  midft  of  dark  profpeds  and  fearful  expedations^ 
but  a  weak  wifli  to  perifh  fgr  ever?   . 

What  a  reproach  is  it  to  the  humab  \inder- 
ftanding  and  hearty  that  while  the  author  of  aH 
good,  his  works  of  creation  and  providence,  and 
the  interefts  of  th<&  foul,  draw  but  a  few,  and  thofe 
but  rarely,  to  cold  and  aloioft  ufddfs  meditations ; 
the  author  of  evil,  and  the  means  ofraaking  us 
iiowy!  and  for  ever  unhappy,  employ  all  .the  reft  of 
mankind  in  fuch  meditations,  as  rack  flieir  undei^ 
landings  to  the  utmoft  ftretdi  of  thought,  and 
iteep  every  thoi^ht  in  gall.  With  what  force' does 
•otie  meditate  on  the  obje£t  of  iu&  luft  ^.anodicr, 
on  that  of  his  avarice  \  and  a  third,  bn  that  of  his 
-ambitioa!  How  keenly  is  this  man  fet  a  thinking 
i>y  envy,  and  that  by  malice  and  revenge  *  How 
artfnl.  are  their  fchemes !  How  vdiement  their 
purfui^ !  .And  wjiy  all  this  wafte  of  thou^t,  but 
for  piirpofes  as  Foolifh,  as  they  are  ivicked  ? 
'Found  by  univerfal  experience,  in  contintial  dif- 
apppffltments  and  vexations,  to  be-  asfbolifli,  as 
.they  are  pronounced  by  the  fevere  remorfes  df 
conicience  to.  be  wicked  ? 

What  I  have  here  faid  of  thofe  who.^ve  u|> 
^leir  underftandings  entirely  to  fblly  and  mifery, 
is^.ia  toogreat  a.meafure,  true  of  the  very  reli- 
gious tbemlelves,  who  give  but  half  their  thoughts 
to.  .God.  i  Were  religion  attended  to  by  the  bettor 
'.  .iT  *   .  fort 
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ibrt  of  mei!!^  with  any  tfaibg  like  that  clofe  appli- 
cation  of  thought,  which  even  they'beftow  on 
diis  worfd^  each  of  ihem  /would  be  almoft  a  Solo* 
moninfaiored  wifdoai,  a  Paul  in  piety,  and  only  a 
little  lower  than  ah  aogel  in  dignity  and  happin'ef^ 
e'er  his  ^enioyal  hence. 

•  Did  not  .«f periebce  put  it  beyond  all  queftion, 
it  coidd  nevjer.  be  belie3^d,  that  a  rational  being, 
with  hisreyea  open,  and  in  ail  the  vigour  of  thougjbt, 
fliould  alriioft  iiotverl&Uy  prefer  trifles  to  things  > 
of  monaent,  evil  to  good,  aivd  the  thinneft  appear-- 
ances,  to  .the,moft  vif^ble,  the  moft  glorious  realii^ 
ties;  t^tJie.Aiould  truft  to  profpedh,  evier  found 
empty,'  and  delufive  in  the  put^futt,  and  vexatious 
in  the  eodvtiigt  from  the  pirofpeds  fet  before  him 
by  religioa,7  and  for  fome  time  urged  on  him  by 
faich  and  feafoa,  he  .(h6uld  wilfully  turn  away  his 
attention,  infbmuch  tbst  as  jbe  would  not  think  of 
%Wt  a(  .iSrft^  £b  he  oould  not  think  of  them  at 
lengtb;. slid  that  therefore,  with  all  his  reach  of 
thoo^t„;wi)h  all  his  cunning,  fcheming,  and  re- 
fining^) ft04|ia^  no  Qthef  enjoyments,  nor  ever  can 
have,  than  thofe  of  a  beaft,  lives  the  life  of  a  beaft, 
yrifticS  %  ihe.  de^th  of  a  beaft,  and,  for  ought 
appears;  r^y  defires  ix)  pre-eminence  above  a 
beaft. 

Jf  ^verlafting  happinefsand  mifery.are  fet  before 
us  by  the  eifprefs  word  of  God  himfelf,  how  is  it 
poiTible^w^ihould  not  make  them  the  cdbtinual 
fub^eas:ef  meditation  ?  Or  if  the  horrors  of  ctcr- 
Oal  veo^eAiUce  are  too  dreadfully  infuppottablc  to 
minds  lo  miftrably  weafc.ia  olirs ;  why  at  leaft  do 
we  not.mediMtcioa  the  happineis,  on  the  life,  im- 
mort|Jity,r  and  gtery,  offered  ?  Why  do  we  not 
tafte  anid  ft^  how  good  the  Lor4  is  ?  What !  not 
fi)  muipb  as  take;  a.  tafte  of  his  gppdnefs!  not  fo 
muebMt^ni/ Iliad  bfiW4  ^  inBnite  patience  of 
Qodf  in  all  he  fuffers  at  our  hands,  and  the  incon- 
y  3  ceivable 


livable  ha^pinefs  he  ^otvf ithftaading  ftitt  inviny 
us  to  \  why  if  the  deaf  ear  of  the  >i4der  f^van  to 
the  miaifters  of  his  woid  I  wh}^  are  hi$  &bhadia 
kept  fay  men,  no  otherwife^  ^a^  as  a  <aUiatb  af 
iipr^  fnoerly  by  ripfltng  from  lafaour  }  «fay,  pure- 
ly  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  felfeeumisiationy  are  faia 
f^rameats  Mgle^ed^  or  attended  v^  aslittlo  bet- 
tpr  than  outward  cermontes,  or  burdieofoiniD  fei^ 
ipaUtiea  ?  How  can  you  be  iblpi}:  iq^tbm^bt,  as  ta 
ad^fent  yourfelves  from  the  place  whei«Gnrift  hath 
prooii^  to  sDeet  you,  to  be  in  the  midft  of  you, 
to  receive  and  enforce  yqur  petitions,  unth  the  fa* 
ther/  to  feed  you  with  the  food  of  everlaftiog  life  9 
Or  coining  hither,  \vyv  ^^  you  babble  tboie  peti- 
tions to  God,  as  all  do,  who  give  not  their  minds 
t^  wbat  they  thenifelves  are  faying  }  Or  hofw  can 
you  fink  the  p&lnis,  the  tefibns,  tbe  fennons,  tho 
uionl  of  God,  into  fo  ttiueh  idle  babbling  in  vtax^ 
to  yourfelves,  who  do  not  attend  to  them  }  what  I 
are  yo\x  come  hither,  iippibufiy  taturn,  by  a  Qon- 
temptuous  inattentioi^,  all  you  &y  toGedy  aiyd  sit 
God  fiifth  to  yoo^  intQ  fenftkl^  founds,  and  oQipty 
gibberiih^ 

Can  ym  cail  the  word  of  God  your  yuW  of  (hitb 
and  pra&ice^  and  not  rneditate  tbefi^dMi )  Can  you 
call  yourfelf  the  creature  of  God,  and  not  meditate 
on  your  Maker)  Ganyoubeli^ve  yourfelf  to  be  re- 
decined  fVom  infinite  miihryj'  ank  entiiited  tpendleft 
|3tory<,  by  the  gpfpel  and  biocid  of  Chtift,  and  not 
meditau  on  bwi  with  all  your  underftanding  ^nd 
heart  ?  Wt)i)e  Chrifl:  your  head  fweats  Mooid,  and 
aganuKS  anew^  at  a  frefli  crucifixion  bj^  your  fin& 
can  you  his  member  be  aftecp,  andftel-no  part  of 
the  pain,  like  a  mortified  limb^  fit  only  to  be  cut 
off?  Can  yon  fty,  the  h^y  Qhc^ie  ybur^oBiferter, 
and  his  amikanee  abfolutely  nece(&rff  to  your  ftit^ 
and  lefemiation^  l^^ 7^  ^  not  bj  niedh>tioii  4»peii^ 
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your  mifld'  ta  ^  light,  and  firf'ten  ycnir  iMut  to- 
the  waimthy  of  his  grace  ? 

Sorry  I  am  to  fay  tt,  my  brethren,  but  I  am 
nocOlvei,  #Hit,even  in  themidft  of  thia  eameft  en- 
^leavour  to  roufe  you,  your  thought  are  not  a 
wool'gBMhering  among  the  brakes  and  braiiiUea  of 
«  vain  afidperplesdng  world.  How  dared  you  to 
join  with  me  in  the  prayer  of  Ddvid,  that  your  me- 
ditations may  be  acceptable  in  the  fieht  of  God, 
your  ftrengdi  and  your  redeemer,  ^vmeo  behold ! 
'  you  do  not  meditate  at  all,  or  but  with  half  your 
attention?  what  are  you  about?  what  are  you 
thinking  of  this  inftatltf  Chrift  is  here,  and  hens 
are  your  bodies  too;  but  where  are  your  fouls  ? 
Are  they  wandering  after  your  flediiy  defires?  Are 
they  rambling  after  yo^r  wordly  fthemes  or  poil 
ieflions  ?  Are  they  dancing  attendance  oh  your 
^\\A  imaginations ?  Awake-,  ca?I  in  your  tfa6ughts ; 
GonfiderOiriik  is  prefent  What !  fliall  his  minifter 
tb  loudly  call^  and  call  in  vain  on  you  to  attend 
your  Goid  and  Saviour.  l4ciw  (hall  I  di^rft  the 
darknefe  from  About  your  minds  ?  How  pierce  the 
callua  that  benufiriM  your  hearts  ? 

In  the  naflEle  6f  wonder  \  why  iaemy  c^l  of  world* 
ly  buTmefi,  though  ever  fo  difiigreeable,  ahd  eve* 
ry  amufenient,  thouj^  ever  lb  trifling,  induftrtodf- 
ty  fought  for,  as  prefervatVves  ag^ft  all  thofe  mv 
cefliry,  all  Aofe  fweet  refleCKfms,  wherein  our 
'good  God  piirpofes  to  engage  us  on  his  wol>ks,  l(fo 
word,  and  our  own  fouls  ?' 

As  thefe  ate  quefttons,  wfrieh  *eafon»  caSi  titfvAr 
'anfwer,  they  tiirh  to  reproach^  whichf  Nothing, 
but  the  madn^fsof  our  pafliona,  wiir  ever  Attempt 
"to  refute^  Let  us  foberly  confider  them  ai^  fach  ; 
afed  having,  fcratime,  bani(hcd'all  thoughts  of 
•tfrisf  world,  and  all  fenftlal  defires,  from  the  mind, 
Hfcat  the  ftiii  imy  neither  be  tempted  from  vi*o«^ 
•••■•••"'      Y  4   •■   •  nor 


3»8  fbf  Tbinkfr  JM  h  Scroti. 

nor  damped  from  within,  let  us  aocompimy  I^tid 
in  his  devout  approaches  lo  God. 

In  the  firft  place,  let  us  begin  with  him  to  -lead 
the  glory  of  the  good,  the  wife,  the  ^werfiil 
maker  ii>his  worM.  For  this  purpofe,  high  ^ 
great  as  it  is,  we  ftand  in  no  need  of  philofophicil 
refinements  and  refearohes,  of  glafles  or.noathema- 
tical  inftruments,  thofe  artificial  aids  fpr  the  ^e^ 
of  a  fuperannuatpd  underftanding  and  piety.  In 
this  magnificent  vdume  of  the  c/e{Ktion  we  have 
iiins,  fti^rs,  and  worlds,  |br  chars^ers,  too  l«rge- 
^d  legible  to  be  mifunderftoodyat  leaft  by  him  who 
knows  ^Irendy,  that  all  things  owe. their  being  to  n 
firft  caufe,  If,  convinced,  of  this,  he  deiires  to 
ponceive,  as  far  as  fo  bounded  a  mind  is  capable  of 
it,  the  grandeiir  of  that.caufe,  which  gave  birth 
to  all  things,  lethiipQ^  bis  eyes  upward,  and  he 
will  quic)cly  perceive,  in  how  exalted  a  ftile/A^  bca- 
vens  4^lare  tbeghry*4>f,  Go4^  and  tbffirifuanentjbewr 
etb  ki^  baw4y  w>rk.  l^f  \iviti  li(ten  with  the  ears  of 
hi^  underftanding,  and  he  will  hear,  ^  unio  JUp^ 
^H^y^Jf^fcb^ '  and  nigbt  .unto  nigbt^  Jbctvit^  kn0W^ 
tedge^  in  an  umverfjsil  l^ngu^g^  at  (Xiceuur 
defftoqd  by  the  &>ulg,  ,and  feU.inthe  heaits,  of 
cverys  t|uly  rational  crcalurc  \  he  will  hear  tbe  voice 
of  thefe  [great  appftlee^^^  ou$  tbrcugb  all  tbe  eartb, 
jm4  tbfiix  noords  to  tbe  tnd.  cf  tbf  Vforldf  and  loudly 
prpclfuqiii^  as  they  go,  the  prajifiss  pf  that  Air 
^^(Sl  .being,  w1j4  through  all  ages,  hath  (b 
guided  all  the  heavenly  bodies,  althoi^  inconceivt^- 
:blyj'apid)in  their  motions^  that  they  have  never 
erred  i^n  hair's  breadth  frpm  the  line,  nor  a  mo. 
ment  frqm  the  time,  prefcrit^ed  for  their  coiufes. 

4nd,>  if  he  is  one  of^  thofe  who  have  fenie  enoug)i 
to  admire  an  o^jeft,  not  for  ita  novelty  but  its 
grandeur,  how  will  the. fun,  neat  atid  iliuftrious^ 
tar  9i^}f^  allothcr  vifihle  objeOs,  raife  his  concept 
lions  of  the  divine  majefty  and  power  that  made  it, 

vhcn 
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vfaen  he  ftes  \x  m  a  bride-groom  comit^  oiit  of  bis 
ebanAer^  all  cloathed  in  robes,  too  da^iog  to  be 
fteadily;behel()t  and  rejoiang  m  a  ftror^num  to  nm 
his  aimeing  rate  from  one  end  cf  bemen  to  tbe  otberi^ 
idarting  His  beams  through  an  unmeafurable  extent 
of  fpace^  and  giving  warmth,  light,  Ufe,  and,  as 
the  literal  bride-groom  oi  this  nether  world,  fertili- 
ty, to  all  he  tt>uche8  ! 

Here  die 'contemplative  ibul,  tranfported,  but 
not  detained,  with  the  objeA  before  it,  will  natu* 
rally  cry  out,  how  great  art  thou,  at  whoie  create 
ing  word  this  prodigious.i^afsof  fire  and  light  ftart-r 
ed  into  being,  and  from  whpfe  almighty  hand  it 
ifliied  in  all  its  ((rengch  and  glory!  Nay,  what 
tnuft  be  the  power  kX  that  hand,  which  hath  Icat^ 
tered  the  heavens,  as  it  were>  with  a  (and  of  funs, 
to  diftandes  inconoeivable  1 

And  if  this  material  light  which  we  behold  with 
ourfleflily  eyes,  is  (b  very  bright,  what-  muft  that 
unapproachable  light  be»  whereof  thy  own  glorious 
garments  are  formed,  tQ  ^hich  this  of  the  fun  is 
butdarknefe!  I  fee!  I  fee  >  a  ray  of  it,  O  fun  of 
the  foul  \  intby  wor4j  in  thy  religion  or  law^  wbicb 
isperfeSi  confuerting  tbe  foul},  in  tby  ttfiimony^  wbicb 
isfure^  makit^wify  thejimple  ;  in  tbyJiaUites^  ijt^bicb 
are  rigbt^  ^^^ing  tbe  bearf  ;  in  tby  commandments^ 
nobicbare  pure^  enl^btenitfg  tbe  eyes-^  in  tbe  fear  of 
tbee^  wbicb  is  flean^  enduring  for  ever-,  in  tby  judg* 
ments^  wbicb  are  true  asid  rigbteous  altogether^  more  to 
be  defired  tban  goU^  yea^  tban  much  fine  gold  \  fweeter 
aijo  tbqn  boney  or  the  boney^comb. 

Thus  will  every  good  and  fen(ib]e  foul^xprefi 
itfelf,  after  having  meditated  on  the  works'  and 
word  of  God.  But  whei^as  in  his  w6rdhe  reveals 
himfelf  aqd  his  will  to  the  underftandings  of  men, 
in  a  much  clearer  manner,  than  by^  his  works,  we 
ought:  to  be  jdoubly  attentive  thereunto,  fo  that  our  eyes 
feay  prevent  tl^  nigbt^'^atcbef^  to  meditate  therein.  TW\$ 
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is  the  book  which  we  ought  to  perafe  with  all 
the  povere,  which  we  ought  to  ftudy  with  all 
the  venenition,  of  the  foul,  for  it  is  tm  book  of 
<jod,  and  teaches  us  who  God  is,  who  we  oorlelves 
are,  and  how  we  may  be  happy ;  happy  here^  and 
happier  fttU  in  a  world  infinitely  more  glorious  than 
this  which  we  behold  with  our  mortal  eyes.  Here- 
in may  be  read  whatfoever  it  concemsus  moft  to 
know,  that  we  may  be  converted  and  Wft ;  which 
it  concerns  us  moft  to  confider,  that  we  may  adore 
the  miracles  of  creating  bounty^  of  redeeming  mer* 
c^,  of  fan^liiying  grace ;  and  love  as  we  have  been 
loved.  This  is  a  lam^  unt9  wr  /mT,  fb  apt  other* 
wife  to  ftumble  or  ftray.  Jhs  is  a  l^hi  tmio  nnur 
fatby  fo  rough  in  ibme  places,  and  h  narrow  in  all 
^cn  God  fpeaka,  who  will  not  liften  ?  When  he 
pfomifes,  who  will  not  bdieve  ?  When  he  threat., 
ens,  who  will  not  tremble  ?  When  he  ooromands^ 
who  will  not  obey  ?  When  he  commands  us  td 
figrcb  tbs  /cripiur^s,  diat  is,  to  read,  mark,  learn, 
and  inwardly  digeft  them,  who  is  he  that  will  r^ 
fufe  to  read  them  ?  or  dare  to  read  them,  without 
fubmitting  all  his  qpinions  and  paffions  to  there  ? 

God  did  not  create  the  world  merely  for  our  bo* 
dies,  that  we  mighty  with  the  beafts,  baflc  in  the 
warmth  of  the  fun,*  and  wanton  in  the  produce  of 
the  earth  ;  No,  he  created  it,  that  we  having  tern- 
perately  enjoyed  the  comforts  of  life,  might  fcaft 
our  underitandings  wkh  the  wionders  of  his  works, 
and  with  love  and  adoration  trace  throughout 
this  fpacious  field  of  obiervatioh  that  almighty  hand 
which  made,  and  that  gracious  liand  wbicniuftains 
all  things. 

Neither  did  he  pubtifh  his  word,  that  we  mi^t, 
after  an  hafty  reading,  throw  it  aiide,  as  we  do 
by  the  books  of  men  ;' but  that  we  might  make 
it  the  fubjed^  of  our  meditations  by  day  and  night; 
that  we  might  drgeft  its  iacrcd  and  faving  truths 

into 


itiu^  ffHtmio^  as  ve  do  oisr  daily  ibid  into  oaf 
wtm.  Wc  muft  never .  firact,  that  a  tircachut 
lild^oBca^  avr^its  lAf  trai^^in  tfO^Hfs  i»w;i  iior, 
/Ao/  in kiipmgii tbite ismat  reward, 

Fiom  a  lieep  ftnie  or  the  ctivine  m^jefty^  felt  in 
die  oonieraplMtioh  of  his  works,  and  fiwci  ackoo^ 
(Ottn^appr^enfioaof  his  jufti^  and  hotinefi,  raiC^ 
ftA  in  U8,by  9ur  meditations  on  the  unord,  the 
lav,  or  rd^ion  he  hath  revealed  to  us,  nothing  otn 
l)e  more  natyra),  th^n  to  turn  our  reflections  on 
ourfelves,  on  the  review  of  our  paft  iives,  and  oft 
fhe  prefect  perhaps  dangerous  ftateof  our  feuls^ 
alear^  difeovened  i>y  G0im)iartiig  them  with  the 
principles  both  of  faith  and  pra(^ice,  contained  in 
the  word  of  (Sdd»  Here  eais^  of  us  rxiay  find 
feafen  m^fay,  as  the  pfaimill  did,  Imfi^lh  and 
umdetfuttf  md^^  fewlfli^  at  Kfii  and  uniskrftand- 
ing  may  depeiid  on  i  fibre,  ten  tboniand  tiines 
fiMr  ihaa  a  fifij^le  hair,  and  even  falvation  op  a 
thoQ^t )  and  nsonderfnlfy^  wi  I  am,  in  myfelf,  a 
worMfy  t  livings  »  reaibnifng  world,  eornpiretE^v^fth 
whieh  the  great  world,  I  feof  around  m^  afllbfdft 
\f^t  hsat  proofi  of  creating  wifdom  and  power. 

Aod  We^  BgAiD,  it  wilt  be  as  natural  for  the 
beft  of  ciinftianfe,  as  it  was  for  pavid,  to  crj  eat, 
laM  €0$  midifJlkHd  his  ff^r^sf  Who  knows  himfeif 
fi>  M^l),  as  to  fathom  the  depths  of  fin  in  Ms  cor* 
nipt  nature?  0 ckanfe  th&» me^  |Dy  GcA^'fmf^  fiff 
fHmfauksj  'iimn  thofe  faults  which  are  loft  ft>  mj 
f>wn  mensory  wd  confcience,  and  confequently  to 
ell  particular  ftnfe  of  rcmorfe.  Keep  hack  ify fir- 
vofrt  affk  frvm  pr(fitmphmis  /m,  from  the  hwrible 
fins  of  intentionally  (hutting  my  eyes  againft 
thy  truths^  of  blafphemoufly  denying  thy  being 
or  pKmdetiee,  of  impioufly  arraigning  thy  jufticc 
j4f  m^Fcy,  of  proudly  defying  tHy  judgmeats,Mt)f  06 
^ilfiiff^  rebelling  agsinft  thy  laws.  If  through  ivfy 
iyfth  extreme  infiripity,  or  the  violent  f^auUs  of 
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the  devil,:  I  (hould  enserv  ib  any  de0te»  approach 
tiie  bordeis  of  ib  bladit  a  guilt,  Qmiitiot  acfnft 
Mlk^^uildominrntwerWi/ofiaB  lie ufrigbijf9 
fiaO  J  be  intiDcetU  from  the  great  iranfgreffimi 

Frdnj'^efe  refle&ibna  on  the  (tete  <£  our  fouls, 
toonaparcxl  with  die  rule  of  our  adtiohs,  we  muft,  in 
the  firft  i^boe,  confider,  what  we  all  ;very  well  know, 
thatefnrmi  Hfe^  g^Jy  honour^  and  peace,  ^are  pro* 
mi/ed  by  the  God  of  truths  to  diem  who  kp^patience 
and  continuance  in  welUMng^feekforghryi  honour^ 
and  immortality  \  and  that  indignation  and  wratk^ 
tribnlaiion  and  anguijb  are  threatened  by  the  faedo 
God  to  all  vfbo  are  contentious^  and  do  not  obiy^ 
the  trutb^  but  obey  unfigbteoufn^s.    .    . 

In  the  next  place,  by.  aQ  impartial  examinatioii 
of  our  owa  confcituie^  we.  (ball  be^  able  to  judge^ 
which,  of  thefe  oppofite  ebara^^rs.  is  juftly  due^ 
on  the  whole,  to  the  livc»  we  are  leading* .  . 
,  And  further,  iA  cafe  we,  oonclude,.  or  even  fu& 
pe£k  (which  it  is  to  b«  feared  we  (hall)  that  we  do 
not  obey  the  trt^tb^-  but  rather  pbey  unrighte^ 
oufoeifi,.  we  are  th^iv.  to  cionfider,  .what  ia  to  be 
done.  There  .is  $o  refting  furely  for  a  momeof 
in  a  ftate,  dai^eipus  at  the  belt,  and  iofaUibly  fa- 
tal, if  perfeyer^Jn  beyond  the  (ermpf  grace. 

After  this,  the  viplenp^i^our  a^Eeftionaand  pa& 
ffons,  and  the  inveteracy  of  our  finful  habits,  muft 
bf  feverely  brougl>t  to  thp  teft.  .  With  thefe,  the 
iemptations,  that  b^fet  us,  and  bear  in  perpetual^ 
Xj  on  our  corrupt  difpofitions  and  fatbits,  are  next 
to  be  compared,^  and  as  f^verely  examined,  both 
in  regard  to  what  they,  promife,  aiwi  what  they 
perform.  . 

Herc^  if  the  meditations,  alrefKly  purfued,  have 

roufed  us,  and  we  are  now  thoroug)ily  awalce,  a  very 

.alaimiQg  profpe£tv(it  is  to  b^  fear^d>^iU  prefentitr 

fe^lf  ^  our  eyes.    AU  our  former  fins  \  all  our  pre*- 
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ient  dtfpQritipDS'  t6  fin ;  all  the  (hares  of  our  fpiri- 
tual  enemies ;  the  wrath  of  God ;  the  fo^ittiris 
of  heaven  -  for  ever,  and  the  eternal  hoiMrs  of 
hell}  \/ill  all  crowd  at  orfce  into  view.  Yet, 
as  it  i^  better  to  fear,  than  to  feel,  alamiing  as 
this  profpedt  is,  it  will  be  our  higheft  wfSom 
attentively^  to 'fix  our  eyes  tipon  it,  tilt-it  Mich 
wrought  Its  Uefled  effiidts  in  us,  a  fettled  abl 
horrence  of  fin^  a  vehement^  iildighation  at  our  e-^ 
nemy,  a  thotdugh  diftafte  to  the  l9ittdrnel&  found; 
inftead  of  the  meetnefs  promifed,  by  temjptation  ^ 
and  in  confeqitence  of  all,  a  refolution,^  n^er  to 
be  (haken  on  any  tiial^  Inftandy,  enttt^eihy  td^for* 
fakeourfifis.  I  %,  inftatftly,  becaufe '^^'-^^tc^ 
neUber  the  iity,  nor  ibdhHifr  ^rfrourmaJlerV  comng^ 
and  therefore  there  is  no  dallying  witH  th^  WtJrk 
of  repentance/^  if  wetitftilmttkis  mattti?,^'^«Wiflc 
with  death,  with  our  ovTnlbt:^,  with  et^mtyJVith 
God.  And  I  fay,  entirely,  becaufe  there  ts  no  htrh^ 
pounding  between  God  and  the  devil,  n&/er*tritig  both 
God  'and  Mammon^  no  offending  in  one  pdin^  (f  ibt  km^ 
mtboutbth^  guilty  of  all  Dfeadful  therefore  as  ^He 
review  of  our  fins,  and  the  ptofpeft  df  d^th- and 
eternity,,  may  be,  the  happy  cflfefts  e*p^fi:'e*  from 
both, ought  td  fix  our  ittentioii  oh  them,  fo^  hti- 
inadly  fpeiking,  there  is  n6  hope,  but  in  this  ^r;  no. 
fafety,  but  in  the  alarms  of  this  danger.  Were- the 
(alvationof  a  foul  a  matter  of  liitle  cofvfequenfcete 
itfelf,  or  were  heaven  a  prize^oF  fipall  vtiltie,  to  think 
but  fetdom'or  (lightly  of  Awm,  might'  welt  cfiobgH 
confiit  irith  reaibn ;  biit  wll^reafs  thei^e  is  ndffiing 
elfe  of  high  confequencc  to  lis*  but  thefe,  aiid  as 
we  all  know,  there  is  not,  what  elfe,  but-tfteft/^nd 
the  means  of  arriving  at' thefcl/fbouldwe/tenk'dt 
with  a  dofe  or  long-conttnued  attentt6n?'*'What 
does  any  man  read  the  Siri^^tures,  wihat^dofelf'lii 
faft,  what  does  he  pray  for,  but  in  Wdrftd^rtfcft 
infinitely  in:iportant  ends?  Abd  does  he  not  %how^, 
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tb^t  to.fead  wiihoQtii)e4ttaioB  i»  oriy  ii>  fik  hii 
eyes  oq  blw)t  pip^r^  pr  a  dead  letter  i  that  to  frft 
witbouit  ipfie^itaiion  iif  o]}ly;to,  k)fthi«n)Ml»i  and 
tbftf  topr^y  without  previous  inedita(tion[i3  only  td 
addrefstbe  xnajefty  ^.he^veii  with. if«etd6  and 
ibufi4»  inftend  of  fenfe?  ;Ail  diis  he  jKttows  bjf 
cxptrknce,  but  be  ctniK>t  >thipk  intlM  tri^k  widw 
out  paitiy  and  therefore  he  will  tbiftk  al  little  ia 
it ashe, caDi  What , thep  f becemea  of  h»  bopci 
as  ar  thrift tafif  Or  father/ wh«t  ii^  ahmdy.  become 
of  bi9;  feaf<p0^^v;hd  ean  gi#||(  «{>  OodiaDd  heafbn 
to  4^om  the  tfouble  of  tifl^etting  t&  tl^  onc^  in  the 
ierri^^  of  the  othtv  ?  W)tak  fort  ipf  a  nedbo^  i« 
he '^h^^lther  cannot  jtidg0  ¥^hat  eotceresf  hin  nnift 
totbiQk,<^  OfjiH^ing^  ^IV  xadier/ thiidl  of  anj 
thing  rife?  :         t 

Bvttbatooe  lb  &int4feiartedv  ftnd  £>  irrefirftiflq 
may  haye  iopfiie  ^ourajBe^ileihim  liit^n  to  the  w6rda 
of  Qodv  ivho  ftfth*  lurH  tbtf^  for  vnkj^^  toifr  ib&u 
rfr>?  W^k  0Ui  iby  fyhatkn  mib  fe^r  mi  irem* 
tlingr  for  uis  Itbe^,  wi^yk  in  thee  k^lkt^  iviii  aHd 
fo  da^f  my  own  g^i  fkpfuris.  Ifym  caHtimte  m 
my  nmrd^thn  are  ymt^.inyidifcjj^  -4fHl  you  JbmU 
kno^  tbi  iruiHj  andihe  irulb  fball  jnake  yfm  frte^ 
fre^  fr<vn  thefe  moft  flavifb  fe^s.  \X\mfbaU  my 
firengfb.beperfeaedmytiur  ioeakHeJi>.  Thea  fhall 
you.  perceive  that  my  grace  is/tifficient  forydui  and 
yi4i$^t;U  ftUlmore,  miierably.  as  you  ar^  feared  at 
the  feverity  rf  my  ferviee,  you  ftftll  iboii  ftnd^ 
that  my  yoke  is  eafy-and^rHy  burib^H  i^hi^  infinite^ 
Iv  ea^  ttiap.  the  yok^  of  the  encimy^  :ftod  lighter 
than  the^^unhen  of  fin.    _    . 

Tml]^  tp  thefe  comfprta^  ^noo^ragccaetftt'from 
hinar  .wbq]lp\)^h  yoi^  and  bath  given  hia  life  for 
you^;and  Odnfider^  on  thc^  pther  haad^  bow  te!np» 
tastioD  bath  performed  tbe:  promifes  flftenxuie  yoit« 
Have  you  not  hi thertO},  pn  every  tri^  fedad  her 
vaai^  in^tjbc  purfwt^.and  vexaiiM  tozitbct.iend  ? 

And 
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And  tnr  you  any  longsk  ta  be  ctugbt  witft  AmSLl 
to  be  the  fed  and  dupe  Df  atia»  already  trml  and 
fcen  thiosgb)  Surely  it  is  hattr  for  y^  ^  c$m^ 
fnnSioify  lile  a.true  friend^  fif^uUjiHifg  andnfrrm 
yoMy  than  that  you  ffaoidd  liften  to  temptation,  tho' 
her  words,  an j^fiar  Acm  ailf  imce  you  know^  tht 
foifonofJtffpsmnnier.kr^. 

Agaifift.  feer  aUnrenieills  therefore  fted  your 
h^rt  with  the  fertitude  .of  a  cbrifiiaiv  and  with 
the  underftandtng  of  a  raficBi^  creature.  Look 
attentively  into  yourfd^  altfto^*  you  jflibutd  fee  soh 
dttOfl;  there  but  moafera  of  defbraiity;  AmbA  hole 
fteadily  forwaid  en  the.^ray  bfforeiyou,.  aldxf  tke 
Wtrs  or  B:  thdrough  rep^btaaoe,.  or  even,  the  hor^ 
lort  of  deadi  a^  daoinatigD,  fliould  otc£4>read.  it 
from  your,  wry  feet  to  the  further  omL 

Then  nmhtater  ft'xtk  att  .the  fiarce  of  aft  itfakte^ 
^  mind^.  da.iwell  oa  the*  ixpoffityv  ga  tite  difibnk- 
ly  of  .the  .work  you  have  1^(60^.011  the  ftDnaefa 
aod  untermiafcy  of  tbe'ttniejttiaio  be.dand  to^  mt 
the.eye  idf  God  that  ts  hemr  off  yon ;  do  theaw-^ 
fill  Y0)Rf  yba;iiiade.YrkBn  jy6«'#BS  baptifed;  on 
dat  coriieoBpliH^  eoipttisdlsHof  a  woirld.that'  pa& 
{edaairay'dakfiaiinoCntrilpchn^  ^  dxeiticoncekra^ 
ble  iropaftahcft  aiidgi|aodf\d^>afi.a  iriorld^<  where 
haiipipdleritiviaiByko3ar  aeitfaoc^bdudda  oof^xt} 
te.^stfqni  i)£^<fad»  vdktb  tik.yffi  are  io:db/ie 
cbaiinan<ml9:>xfaerfe ai^  ymiiarcr  ^  minM^.hbv* 
bidden:}  vvhece  evdiy^snotiyeiib  the  lave  and  ieae 
of  GM^idA(tbddftkftatBDO  aB.it^^zrAtxswzsif^iisA*. 
fK£^DYai:mDa£cV  an  i^i^^inly  ii:fi 

befocB.  yau^.arfd  :aq|^Kiipoo  iyotur  raafon^  .youp 
hent^  !yi>i8f  oteftieacs^  nrfjakaidiviDe  bict^mc  to 
bareflMd  byitlhiokingpiiaiitd.  i;  .:    '   /    urn  n  . 

iThink.'  th^ifefiorc^  .addr!yott  flttll  befa^idb'  ';Bno 
think  alidi  oll.4ha:fiTeng|thiidr  i|piiur  dndcpftaddifi|^v 
apd  allth0aid(vp  ofj^u^IfaBaa  .ThkifeJKdh  diac 
fbrength  of  underftanding  you  exerted,  when  you 
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fchenaedfisr.tbo  profits,  pleafures,  w  honours  of 
diis  ddpicable  world.  Think  with  that  ardour  rf 
heact  which  animated  your  purfuit  of  vanity  aod 
vexation ;  and  God,  tho '  you  are  now  thinking  foe 
him  and  heaven,  will  a(k  no  more.  -  He,  wha  in 
worldly  affairs  of  fmall^  moment  generally  a€ts  a 
giddy  part,  is  called  a  thoa^tleis  man.  He,  who 
in  greater,  matters  (>vorldiy:  matters  I  ftill  mean) 
lhcws!neither  foreoaft  nor  care,  is  called  a  ftupid 
man,*  or  a  fool.  But  by  what  name  ibdl  we  call 
him,  who,,  knowing  his>  temporal  ifiterefts,  plea* 
fures,  or  promotions,  to  be  leis  than  nothins,  m 
ooinparifon.  of  his  fpiritaal,  gives  inevcrtbdels  all 
hbihoughtato  this  world,  and  thinks  ralmoft  as 
Httle^of  uodand  heaven,  as  he  does,:  wha  believes, 
there  is  neither  ^  Yet  (f  this  man  ihews  fome  ikill, 
aod.happeos  to  fucceed  in  the  .management  of  his 
worldly  aflbirs,  he  is  ipfonohnced  wife:  by  the  reft 
of  mankind^  even  by  thofe,.  who  fcniplenot  in 
the  lead  t9  call  him  a  madman,  whom  they  fee 
coUe£tin|$ pins,  and  feattering  guineas^'  Thisgrofii 
abufe.ofvrords  does'iiKXsnceivable.miichief  in  the 
world.;  ifor  by  this  means  it  happens,  that  one 
man's  folly  is  coiiniteninced  by  tfauit  of '^another; 
that  while. the  iife  of^^the  good  man  is: accounted 
niadneis^  only  becaufe  it  is  fingulsuv  the  ftupidity 
of  the  worldling  and  the.  wicked  is:  complimented 
with. the  title  ot  wildcmH  purely  becaofe.  it  hath 
numbers  txi  it's  fide^wand  that  evety  uifle  itf 
thought  more  of  than)  the  foul;  the' imaUeft^do* 
gree  of  {deafure,  than.  haVen ;  a.mament,  tKlui' 
eterpity.  Could  the.  molL  undiittkingL  wretch  js^ 
mongi^s:be  onoei^bcoitghc  attentively  toliallance 
the  infinite  with  therfimte,  the  iterqal  Jwith  the 
ten:^riry,:and  God  wiriiithts  world  ;  it  wbuld  be 
almoft  idifs(iffible:  kft  liind.afterwaKdBite  ildfe  fight 
of  a  difference  fo  goeaJlyj^iking^  br  to  give  up^ 
*'-'■  ••     ■  .  i  ,  /   „..•  .....     'v  .       his: 
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iis  life  to  a  preference  fo  inconceivably  abfurd,  as 
that  which  hath  hitherto  governed  almoft  all  his 
a&ions. 

To  fuch  a  ballance  I  catH  every  foul  that  hears 
me,  every  foul,  in  which  the  power  of  thinking  is 
yet  alive.  I  call  on  the  rational  foul,  formed  in 
the  image  of  God,  and  entitled  to  endlcfs  glory, 
to  confider  with  due  contempt  the  yanity,  and  with 
a  juft  averfion  the  vexation,  of  every  thing  that  is 
under  the  fuq.  I  call  on  the  rational  und  thinking 
foul,  to  think  and  meditate  on  God,  on  his  works, 
on  his  word,  and  on  its  i>wn  infinite  int^ell.  And 
(hall  I  call  in  vain  ?  Is  it  poffible  the  rational  fout 
(hould  be  deaf  to  a  call,  made  as  loud  as  the  trum- 
pet of  the  archangel  -by  the  force  of  infinite  rca- 
fons,  and  a€  fweet  as  the  mufick  of  heaven  by  the 
promifes,  by  the  invitations  of  God  himfelt^  and 
by  the  fure  and  certain  hopes  of  life,  imrnortality, 
^nd  glory? 

And  now,  for  myfelf,  and  for  all  who  have 
heard,  and  will  confidor  what  I  have  faid,  I  call 
upon  God,  and  fay,  let  the  vaor-ds  (four  mouths^  and 
the  meditatms  if  our  hearts  be  acceptable  in  tb^Jigbt, 
O  Lordj  (iur  ftrength  and  our  Redeemer. 

To  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and  God  the 

Holy  Ghoft,  be  all  might,  majefty,  dignity 

4md  dominion,  now  and  for  evcrnxHrc.  Amen. 
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f^rgroe^  and  ye  JbdU  be  forgiven. 

WHETHER  it  ia,  that moft noen  ^e ig« 
porant  of  themfelves^  or  of  the  wordt 
firjgive^  in  this  place,  I  know  not,  but 
there  is  nothing  more  cooiixlon,  than  to  hear  theio 
^ying,  I  forgive  my  enemies,  I  forgive  all  the 
world ;  and  yet  to  hear  tbefe  very  perfons,  almoft 
in  the  i^ine  breath,  fpeaking  ill  of  their  neigh^urs^ 
and  even  to  fee  theip  doing  unfriendly  offi^  to 
others,  (bipe  of  wh(xn  they  never  had  any  reafon 
to  confider  as  their  enemies.  A  general  aft  of 
grace,  like  this,  that  cofts  a  man  nothing  but 
words,  and  is  contradicted  in  particular  by  his  o- 
ther  expreffions,  and  by  many  of  his  adtions,  (hews 
only,  that  he  either  knows  not  what  forgivenefe  is, 
or  elfe  hath  learned  a  knack  of  equivocating  with 
himfelf,  if  he  means  any  thing,  but  a  wilful  lie, 
by  his  declaration. 

To 


To  /(frgm^  til  our  Saviour's  fenfe  of  the  originajl 
vford,  is  lo  difph^rge  a  4el>t,  or  tQ  difiuilk  at  ^l 
iiber^  ^  debtor,  who  has  t^een  bound  or  ^rrefted^ 
^y  this  he  means,  thott^wcfy  Qiriftian  who  hath  been 
injured,  (hoxild  think,  fpeak,  and  a^,  in  r^|;ard  to 
the  offending  party,  as  affedionately  and  kindly, 
as  if  no  fort  of  injury  had  been  done  him.  Chrifl^ 
:as  our  Redeemer,  would  fave  ^11  men  ^  and  even  as 
our  judge,  having  latisfied  divine  juftice  fot^  our 
fins,  would  juftify  all  men  ;  but  there  is  one  cafe, 
wherein  his  juilice  as  a  judge  m^y  give  fuph  lirotts 
to  his  goodnefe  and  mercy,  as  that  mercy  would 
prevent.  The  cafe  13  of  tbpfe  who  appeal  t» 
bis  tribunal  againil  one  aaothen  If  fuch  appeals 
tf  e  made,  juftke  only  can  be  dooe,  and  mercy 
inuft  be  excluded ;  but  then  he  who  bj^  appealing 
demands  juftic^  muftftandto  juftice  himfdf,  and 
is  10  cypedk  no  mprcy  j  wherc^  Jh  wfi*  f^rpyes^ 
Jb$ff  he  fbrpven.  No  doubt,  our  blefled  Saviour 
tiad  nothing  more  in  view,  tlian  to  oultivj^tc  iu  aU 
his  ^Uowers  that  kind  and  forgiving  dilpofition, 
whereby  the  fpirit  pf  his  go^el  is  pecvTiarly  diftiiv- 
|pii(hed.  Her^  neverthelefs;  whore  he  e^reflEea 
forgiveneft  by  a  Hw«^term,  and  Qpufoquently  turn^ 
PUT  attention  tio  bis  ju4ici?l  capacity,  a  full  lil^ 
ty  in  hisexercifc  of  tnat  capi^tcity,  in  older  to  cdve 
mercy  fi^qn^  feeo^s  to  have  biBcn  the  main  ^^bfgL 
of  his  promifing  mercy  to  th^  merciful,  ^^4  of  hii 
elfewhere  thfeftening  Ae  unforgivrng  \vi^  mnl 
geance. 

Here  now  ia  ^e  great  Uw  of  Chrift  in  rel^tira  to 
i>0cnce^  gnd  injuries  of  all  forts  ^  a  li^v  in^it^ly 
4wce^  jn  this  rei|^  th^t,  if  ^f^/^rjfu^.ijiow,  9oe 
fiwft  U  for^mM  h^reaftef  ^.  an4  i^nijtely  ^rea^iful 
alfo  in  th^  th|t,  if^€  4p  9ffit/orffVf^  wfif^  ^ 

Whp  mw  i3  he  thiibt  4aro  (zy^  I  A^iU  not  £3rgi^  ? 

|3eonly  inius  fenfes  who  is  without  fin^    But  as  all 

Z  j(  nten 
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men  have  Jinnedy  as  every  man  hathfinned  in  an  infi' 
nitcly  more  provoking  manner  againft  God,  than 
the  reft  of  mankind  can  poffibly  have  finned  againft 
him,  fo  an  entire  and  unlimited  forgivenefs  muft 
be,  not  only  the  generous  determination,  but 
likewife  the  moft  felf-intereftcd  aft,  of  every  ratio- 
nal mind. 

But  here  perhaps  you  will  fay,  *  all  this  I  knew 

*  before,  and  have  long  wifhed  to  accommodate  my 

*  ftubborn  heart  to  this  preceptof  my  Saviour.  Wi(h 

*  however  as  I  will,  and  do  what  I  can,  my  refent- 

*  ments  keep  their  ground,  infpmuch  that  I  cannot 
*,fpeak  kincjly  of  my  enemy,  nor  even  keep  an  in- 

*  different  filence  wl]en  he  is  mentioned ;  rnuch  leis 
^  can  I  with-hold  my  heart  from  pj^in,  when  he  prof- 
^  pcrs  or  i§  applauded  ;  or  from  pleafure,  when 

*  adverfity  or  contempt  is  thrown  upon  him/ 

Well,  but  ftill  you  wi(h,  and  would  be  clad  tQ 
be  other  wife  afFefted  ;  and  therefore  tho*  ficK  of  % 
deadly  diforder,  have  neyerthelefs  the  fymptom$ 
(and  hopeful  ones  they  are)  of  a  recovering  mind, 
a  mind  ready  torpake  tbepoftof  fuch  helps  as  Pro- 
vidence (hall  afford  it,  whether  from  the  pulpit,  or 
clfewherc.  If  inflruftions  from  the  pulpit  are  not 
pleafmg  fo  you,  one  thing  at  leaft  we  hope,  you 
will  willingly  take  from  thence,  an  exhortation  to 
confult  with  the  pulpit  of  your'own  reafon,  and  the 
*betterpart  of  yourfelf. 

Go  home  to  your  own  breaft,  and  aflc  your  heart 
thefe  Qgeftion?.     *  Haft  thou,  my  heart,  no  other 

*  paffions,  but  pride  and  anger  ?  What  is  become 

*  of  the  humanity  and  benevolence,  whereof,  on  fome 

*  occafions,  thou  haft  given  fuch  pleafmg  proofs  ? 
*- Wilt  thou  fuflfer  thy  pride  to  tyrannife  over  thy 
^love?  What  an  heart  art  thou,  if  rage,   revenge, 

*  and  mifchief,  can  afford  thee  more  pleafure,  than 

*  forgiveiicfs  andadls  of  kindnefs  and  generolity  f*. 

'  -.  If 
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If  an  enemy  is  thus  able  to  transform  and  de- 
grade a  man  to  the  mod  odious  clafs  of  beings^ 
that  man  not  only  is  now,  but  was,  before  the  in- 
jury^done  him,  a  very  defpicable  being,  and  lia- 
ble, it  feems,  to  an  infinitely  worfe  fort  of  injury, 
than  can  poffibly  be  done  in  regard  to  fortune,  li- 
berty, charadter,  or  even  life  itfelf ;  an  injury,  1 
mean,  in  regard  to  virtue.  The  enemy  who  can 
turn  a  good  man  into  a  bad  one,  is  the  worft  of 
all  enemies.  No  man  however  can  do  this  to  us, 
without  our  own  concurrence.  We  are  all  of  us 
able,  if  not  wanting  to  ourfelyes,  to  preferve  an 
even  temper  under  the  mod  grievous  provocations  ; 
and  not  only  that,  but  a  tender-hear^d  rerpem- 
brance  alio,  that  the  man  who  injures  us,  was 
perhaps  once  our  friend,  at  leaft  is  ftill  our  fellow- 
creature,  our  neighbour;  and  may  hereafter,  if 
retaliation  do  not  forbid  it,  nay,  in  cafe  forgive* 
nefs  (hould  encourage  it,  become  the  moft  iealoui 
promoter  of  our  intereft  and  honour. 

But,  if,  as  1  fufpedt,  it  is  your  pridi^.'that  at 
any  time  makes  you  implacable,  for  only  by  pride 
cometb  contention^  as  a  very  wife  man  hath  faid, 
pray  a(k  yourfelf,  what  that  pride  is,  whether  it  is 
that  paflion,  whifch  makes  the.  man  who  is  enflaved 
to  it,  not  lefs  intolerable  ,to!  himfelf,  than  to  the 
reft  of  mankind  ;  or  whether  it  is  only  that  lauda- 
ble regard  for  the  dignity  of  your  own  perfbn  and 
character,  be  it  more  or  lefs,  which  no  man  is  re- 
quired to  defcend  from.  If  it  is  the  former,  you 
have  only  to  confider,  the  infinite  troubles  and 
mifchiefs  it  is  likely,  if  not  properly  retrained  and 
mortified,  to  involve  you  in,  and  the  certainty  there 
is,  that  all  who  know  you,  will  join  to  pull  it  down, 
and  to  turn  it,  till  it  is  pulled  down,  into  an  en* 
gine  of  torture  to  yourfelf.  But  in  cafe  it  is  no 
more,  than  a  due  regard  to  your  honour,  and  you 
can  juftify  it  as  a  principle,  yet  you  can  never  do 
Z  3  this, 


Hcixkf  till  y6tt  cati  fh^W  it  to  be  a  prihciplfe  in  ^ou 
of  fdrttewfiat  rtibfe  ttoWt  than  tcVenge,  Now,  a 
fevdi^cfol  (Mfpof^ioh  is  th'6  property  only  of  a 
little  add  teflbt!ntnate  itntad.  ^thii%  is  great^ 
trhofe  conttiry  ila  great  Rit  a  focgivins,  tirtech 
is  Ae  dSrfeft  dttK2ke  to  4  tevertgml  ^rit,  is, 
of  ail  others,  the  ttioft  cxsrtled  twn  of  mind^  rs  an 
imitaticin  of  Gbd  hfn>fdf  jtn  that  very  attribirte 
frotii  virhetice  his  higbeil:  ^Gfry  among  tned  is  de- 
rived.  iThid  ^z%  into  thi*  Mp^^iA  p«b,  bend 
your  pride,  and  it  (hall  orte  day  raMfe  you  fo  high 
that  you  (hall  fee  the  Aiirs  twinkling  tmder  yotir 
feet,  a3  far  as  they  do  now  abchrfe  your  head.  If 
you  woWd  build  high  and  firm,  dig  IdW  ili  1iQrtiili=' 
ty,  in  theektie&,  ^nd  iii  forgivenefs^  for  ft  foutida- 
ttbn,  and  yc«i;r  roof  ihaft  i«ach  ilbe  hcaVctos, 

HoWfoev6r  fttohg^  yout  pride  ttiay  difpofe  yotk 
\6  t^jfentitient  inA  ^tigel-,  Sxre  will  Kuppofb  you  ^ 
hian  of  at  letfft  cortmion  fenfe  and  prudttite,  anij 
as  fuch,  better  pleafed  to  have  a  fiiend  than  a  foe. 
Itlife  fdrmer  will  do  you  all  the  good ;  the  latter, 
atl  thfe  ihifchief,  he  can.  Now,  to  make  hrrii 
ytttfr  friend  Who  is  at  preftnt  your  'enemy,  yotir 
lufift  way  is  fifft  to  be  his  frieftd,  and  te  the  fpirit 
bf  a  friend  to  begin  with  fincerely  forgrVirtg  Wmifl 
his  offences  and  injuries ;  and  then  to  let  him  fee 
the  pro6fs  of  this  foi'givenefs  in  foch  aBedionate 
expreflibnS  and  kind  offices,  as  fniy  be  (hfficient  to 
remove  from  his  mind  every  fufpicfdn  of  your  te- 
taining  the  leaft  fenfe  of  his  ill  treatment.  It  is 
In  vain  to  fay,  you  forgive,  if  yon  do  not,  as 
fooh  as  opportunity  is  afforded,  Ihew  the  fruits  of 
that  forgivenefs.  If  you  know  it  rtot  already,  you 
Ihould  be  told,  that  the  chief  diiffietilty  in  doing 
good  for  evil  is  found  in  the  fii*ft  iriftance  5,  atic^ 
utait^e  as  it  may  (ben),  that  a  gbod  heatt  it  not 
more  powerfully  won  to  k)vc  by  the  good  ft  re- 
ceives, than  by  that  which  it  does.    You  know 

not 
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act  how  good  you  can  be,  till  you  try.  Make  the 
ezperiflient,  and  you  will  find,  after  doing  one  a£t 
of  ktndnefs,  more  eafe  and  pdeafure  in  doing  thd 
ne«t  \  and  to  this  progreis  of  a  heart,  melting  ia 
its  own  warmdi,  the  great  abatement  of  hatred  id 
that  of  your  enemy,  under  the  influence  of  fo  much 
undeterred  goodnefe,  together  with  more  orlefs  of 
amendment  in  his  behaviour  towards  you,  wiH 
largely  OHitribute.  There  is  no  refifting  the  charms 
of  A  conduct  ib  great  and  fo  divine  as  this.  If 
you  hold  on  in  it  but  a  little  (and  furely  voU 
can  perfevere  as  long  in  goodnefs,  as  the  worfr  df 
men  in  wickednels)  you  will  conquer,  and  brin# 
your  enemy  home  in  the  fetters  of  gratitude  and 
love,  ft)  captivated  to  your  fcrvice  for  the  future^ 
M  to  make  no  great  difference  between  youT  hap^ 
pinefstadhis  own. 

If  you  proceed  in  this  manner,  yoa  *rill  foon 
heikl  the  rankling  wound  made  iji  your  heiart  bjf 
the  injuries  of  others,  and  p<MfoDod  almoft  tb  ^ 
g^^ngrene  by  your  own  pride,  which  for  the  pre^ 
lent  fills  you  with  ipleen,  wrath  and  revenge,  at 
oatt  the  uglieft  and  moft  uneafy  fenfations,  the 
heart  of  a  human  creature  can  poffibly  feel.  Theri 
is  no  other  balin,  but  that  of  forgivenefs,  thzk 
can  affuage  their  anguifh ;  no  opiate,  but  an  humi^ 
blc  and  meek  fbrgetfulnefi,  that  under  the  cir- 
cumflances  of  injury  and  provocation,  can  give 
reft  to  the  fbid.  With  this  refl  however,  and  the 
triumph  made  by  the  mind  over  itfelf,  and  over 
the  indignities  oflfered  to  it  by  bafenefs  and  brutj- 
liry,  fL  kind  df  pleafure  is  enjoyed,  infinitely  C3(J- 
ceeding  all  the  iweets  of  vengeance,  even  Hn  ths 
haughtieft  difpolitions. 

Befides,  compute  what  it  will  cofl  you  to  be  re- 
venged, what  fchemes,  what  cares,  what  watch* 
ings,  what  a  wafte  of  your  power  or  interefl,  that 
tbight  be  ib  much  better  employed  in  advancing 

Z  4  your 


L 


344    God  will  m$afure  to  ym  in  your  own  Bufid. 

your  family  and  fortune.  Then  confider,  that  as^ 
not  only  your  adverfary,  but  providence,  is  con- 
cerned to  blaft  your  cruel  intentions,  the  whole 
may  end  in  a  (hameful  difappointment,  or,  what  is 
ftill  worfe,  in  ruin,  in  deftrudtion,  perhaps  even  in 
death,  to  yourfelf.  Confider  beforehand,  how  this 
will  mortity  your  pride,  how  it  will  fting  and  gall 
your  refentment  j,  and  how  much  better  it  had  been 
to  have  ftifled  both  at  the  beginning,  and  nobly 
rifen  above  yourfelf  and  your  enemy  by  a  wife 
and  generous  forgivenefs  of  all  hia  injuries.  What 
a  difference  is  there  between  him  who  tramples  un- 
der his  feet  the  fiends  of  his  own  pride  and  wrath, 
and  thus  triuraphsi  over  the  infolence  of  inferior 
minds ;  and  him  wbofefeet  are  caught  in  the  net  be 
had  laid  for  others^  whofe  foul  equally  indignant 
and  deprefled,  is  forced  to  bite  the  ground  under 
the  heel  of  a  fuccefsful  and  infulting  enemy! 

By  this  time  you  may  have  been  made  fen^- 
'  fible,  without  ^oing  to  chriftianity  for  reafons,  bow 
much  more  wife  and  noble  it  is  to  forgive,  than 
to  feek  for  revenge  9  but' you  no  fooner  look  into 
the  Scriptures  for  dire£tions  and  motives  in  this 
dlfHcult  caie,  than  you  find  the  firfl  delivered  in  a 
peremptory  command,  often  and  loudly  repeated  ^ 
and  the  laft,  amounting  to  no  lefs,  than  an  aiTu'- 
ranee  of  heaven,  if  you  obey  y  and  of  Uell,  if  you 
do  notr 

Hear  what  God  ftys  even  to  the  Jew.  Thou 
jbalt  not  bate  tJjy  brother  in  thine  heart.  Thou  Jbak 
not  revenge^  nor  bear  am  grudge  againft  the  children  of 
thy  people ;  but  thou  fhalt  love  thf  neighbour  as  thy- 
felf:  I  am  the  Lord,  And  hear  what  he  fays  to  you 
as  a  chriftian.  Forgive.  Blefs  them  that  curfe  you. 
Do  good  to  them  that  bate  you.  Pray  for  them  that  per- 
Jecute  you.     Forgive^  andyoujhall  be  forgiven^ 

Firft  then,  you  are  commanded  by  God  himfclf 
to  forgive,  not  this  trifling  affront,  or  that  inconfi- 

derable 
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derable  injury,  but  all  affronts,  howfoever  provok- 
ing, and  all  injuries,  howfoever  grievojs.  If  nei- 
ther your  natural  generofity  of  temper,  nor  your 
unaflifted  wifdoro,  could  hitherto  prevail  on  you 
to  forgive,  yet  now  that  you  find,  the  majcfty  of 
the  Almighty  hath  interpofed,  and  made  it  your 
duty  by  an  exprefs  command,  to  confult  with  your 
pride  any  longer,  is  to  rebel  as  the  devil  did,  and  on 
the  very  fame  principle  or  paffion.  The  wife  maa 
tells  you,  pride  was  not  made  for  many  nor  furious 
anger  for  them  that  are  horn  of  a  woman.  A  wifer 
ftill  hatli  told  you>  ilat  a  man's  pride  {ball  bring 
him  low  \  and  no  wonder,  fince  this  pai&on,  in  its 
firft  in(lan<;e,  brought  ibme  of  the  heavenly  hoft, 
down  from  the  very  fummit  of  created  glory, 
into  the  fink. of  the  univerfe,  into  a  pit  of  infamy, 
and  mifery.  And  God  himfelf  tells  you,  that  ven-- 
geance  is  h\  and  that  be  will  repay.  How  dare 
you  who  are  but  duft  and  afties,  who- call  tbe  worm 
your  Jifier^  and  the  earth  your  mother,  prefume 
to  ufurp  the  peculiar  prerogative  of  your  judge? 
to  thruft  yourfelf  into  the  pl^ceof  tlic.  Almighty  ? 
and  to  wreft  the  thunder  from  the  hand  of  God  ? 
Remember,  remember,  that  pride  goetb  before  de-- 
ftruHimy  and  Hq  clofely,  that  nothing  comes  be- 
tween, but  anger  and  revenge.  Remember  the 
words  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  atter  his  humiliation, 
Tbofe  who  walk  in  pride  God  is  able  to  abafe\  and 
that  you  may  know,  he  is  to  the  full  as  willing, 
remember  the  words  of  Ifaiah,  tbe  Lord  of  bojts 
bath  purpoftd  to  /lain,  the,  pride  of  all  glory y  and 
yours  more  efpecially  becaufe  otherwife  he  mud 
give  up  to  contempt  the  honour  and  authority  of 
his  own  command.  Remember  likewife,  that  though 
the  injury  (hould  affedt  you,  not  fo  much  in  your 
pride,  as  in  Ibme  other  refpedt,  for  inftance,  if  a 
man  devour  you^  if  a  man  take  of  youy  if  a  man 
fmite  or  wound you^  the  forgivenefs  of  it  is  equal- 
ly 
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Vj  required  by  the  command  of  God.  Coiifider,  too, 
how  much  the  cafe  is  now  altered,  (b  altered  io- 
deed,  that  you  have  no  longer  an  offending  fellow- 
creature  only  to  deal  with,  but  are  engaged  in  a 
eonteft  with  the  Almighty,  if  you  go  on  to  feck  for 
revenge.  It  is  true,  God  may  punifh  your  memy 
for  the  injury  he  hath  done  you  ;  but  what  confi^ 
htion  will  mis  be  to  you,  when  you  feel  in  •your- 
felf  the  vindidkive  effefts  of  God's  difpteafure  at 
your  more  heinous  offence,  who  have  fliewn,  chat 
you  hate  your  brother  more,  than  you  fear  your 
God  }  If  you  lay  thefe  confiderations  duly  to  heart, 
you  will  infallibly  forgive ;  or  if  you  do  not,  you 
will  have  the  mortification  to  remember,  that  yow 
poor  foul  is  reduced  to  a  moft  defpera^  ((ate,  as 
having  trampled  on  thecomnKmd,  and  flown  in 
the  face,  of  Almi^ty  majefty. 

As  however,  your  low-pitched  mind  is  more  apt 
to  be  moved  by  a  tender  regard  to  yourfeff,  than 
to  the  comtnands  even  of  him  whom  the  higheft 
angiel  in  heaven  dare  txck  difobey,  there  is  flvil  an 
argunoent  for  forgivenefi  in  referve,  which  may 
touch  your  foul  to  the  quick  in  that  part  6f  it, 
where,  if  it  ail,  there  is  any  feeling  left.  The 
argument  is  couched  in  thefe  words  of  my  teict, 
taken  together,  forgive^  tmd  ytm  Jbatt  he  forgiven^ 
and  in  thefe,  ^  ytm  forgive  mt^  neiiber  JbaJl  yom 
he  forgiven. 

Here  your  fins,  by  a  myftery  of  divine  wifdom 
Hifittitely  tranfcendtng,  and  (if  I  may  (b  exprefs  it) 
over-reaching^  all  the  arts  of  the  gneat  deceiver, 
are  turned  intx)  fo  many  engines,  whereby  your 
foul  may  be  forced  up,  againft  its  very  nature  to 
rtic  higheft  pitch  of  virtue.  A  right  fenfe  of  your 
fins  will  take  down  your  pride,  and  fill  you  with 
humility  and  fear.  Your  humility  and  fear  will 
teach  you  to  forgive,  and  to  reward  evil  with  gdod; 
will  teach  you  to  a£l  by  other  men,  as  you  wiA 

and 


tnd  pray,  that  God  may  aft  by  you,  that  i&,  will 
difpofe  you  to  a£t  likt  God,  when  he  difplays  his 
goodnefs  in  the  moft  beautiful  and  glorious  of  all 
bis  attributes.  Behold,  how,  by  the  wifdom  <)f  the 
goipel,  your  virtue  is  promoted  by  your  very  vices! 
Examine  therefore  your<:onfciencc  with  the  utcnoft 
care  and  feverity ;  {hake  out  all  your  c^nces  a* 
gainft  God,  againft  man,  and  againft  your  own  na-- 
ture ;  Arofw  adl  your  fins  of  thou^,  of  word,  of 
deed,  upon  the  heap ;  and  to  taife  it  to  its  ut^ 
moft  height,  lay  your  wilful  and  prefumptuou^ 
crimes,  where  they  ought  to  lie^  that  is,  upper<^ 
moft,  next  the  eye  of  hnsaven.  View  with  amaze- 
ment this  enormous,  this  frightful  funeral  pile, 
whereon  your  body,  nay  your  very  feu!  is  to  be 
eoniumed,  if  God  in  his  infinite  mercy  do  mt  fbr^ 
grve  ybu ;  and  then  aflc  yourfelf,  whether,  in  or- 
der to  be  forgiven,  in  order  to  have  the  whole 
matfs  xX  your  fins,  be(th  fecret  and  open,  reduced 
to  nothing,  you  will  agree  to  forgive  your  bro- 
ther, yotrt.  poor  tranigrefifag  broAtr^  *fco  waa 
draWn  in  to  ofiettd  you  by  irifimriti*  and  temp, 
tattbnh  too  like  your  own.  Let  your  viteueft  htm- 
ble  you:  Let  your  wickednefs  tenrffy  "yotj.  Thus 
httrtraled,  thus  terrifitd,^  you  will  find  it  diQicult 
not  to  f6icgive. 

Lock  back  at  yotnr  baptifm,  wherein  yotrt:  ori- 
giuail  Im  i«^s  done  away,  stnd  the  pardon  of  aH 
your  adhial  fins,  if  duly  repei^ed  of,  enfured ; 
and  alk  yourfelf  with  what  ftce,  after  being  in 
meitytttfs  admitted  into  the  church  rf  Chrift,  you 
can  even  there,  tn  the  very  eye  of  God,  and  in  the  prt- 
fenee  df  tSnrift,  becottie  an  exafAor  of  juftice,  and  a 
claimerof  vetigeanceagainft  onefor  whom  Chrrft  bath 
died,  as  wellas  for  you ;  aik  youtfelf,  hotv  fo  foon  af« 
ter  betoff  difcharged  of  fo.great  a  debt  by  the  com- 
mon m&er  of  you  boib,  you  cu  frizepur  feU 
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low'fervant  by   the  throaty  and  drag  bhrt  to  prifon^ 
becaufe  he  cannot  pay  a  much  fmaller  fum. 

Then  turn  your  eyes  forward  on  the  great  day 
of  accounts,  and  before  you  refolve  to  hold  your 
infolvent  brother  to  a  fettlement  of  the  laft  far- 
thing, confider,  how  you  can  ballancc  with  Al- 
mighty God.  On  him  there  is  no  impofing.  His 
books  are  kept  with  infinite  cxadtnefe.  He  is  the 
only  unerring  accountant.  Befides,^  vvith  him  there 
is  no  pity  nor  forbearance  for  that  unhappy 
man,  who  hath  (hewn  none  to  his  fellow-creature. 
He  jball  have  judgment  without  mercy ^  that  fbewed 
no  mercy. 

When  you  have  once  ftruck  a  deep  impreffion  of 
this  alarming  profpedc  on  your  heart,  let  it  be  your 
next  care  fairly  to  weigh  your  fins  againft  God 
with  thofe  which  others  may  have  committed  a- 
gainfl:  you.  If  you  do  this  with  any  degree  of  im- 
partiality, you  will  find,  though  you  (hould  be  the 
beft  of  men,  and  the  mod  cruelly  ufed  by  the  reft 
of  mankind,  that  tlieirill  treatment  of  you  bears  no 
proportion  to  your  offences  in  the  fight  of  God. 
You  will  plainly  perceive  the  former  finking  into 
^lotbing  on  comparifon  with  the  latter.  , 

Thq,natural  effedt  of  this  companion,  taken  to- 
gether with  the  propofal,  in  my  text,  will  be,  a 
firm  refolution  to  clofe  with  that  propofal,  and  to 
adore,  iq  a  tran(port  of  gratitude,  the  goodneis  of 
God  for  an  indulgence,  fo  infinitely  tender  \  an  in- 
dulgence^ which  puts  your  foul  into  your  own 
hands,  and  gives  you  the  happy  power  of  wiping 
out  the  long  and  black  account  in  God's  book  a- 
gainfl  yoUy  by  fetting  a  full  difchai^e  at  the  foot 
of  that  in  yours  againft  your  neighbour.  You 
have  the  divine  promife,  that  as  faft  as  pity  and 
for^ivencfs  (hall  lengthen  out  the  blank  in  yours, 
fo  taft  (hall  the  ipunge  of  infinite  mercy  blot  out 
your  tranigreflions  in  his. 

Thus, 


God  will  mafure  to  you  iyi  your  own  Bujhel.     '349 

.  Thus,  whether  you  look  backward  or  forward, 
you  fee  nothing  but  mercy,  mercy  to  you  and  all 
men,  on  the  part  of  God  And  are  you  to  (hew 
no  mercy  ?  Are  you  to  ftop  the  current  of  God's 
pompaffion  towards  other  men  by  holding  themfe- 
verely  to  account  ?  You,  who  can  give  no  account 
of  yourfelf,  but  fuch  as  muft  inevitably  throw  you 
into  outer  darknefs  ?  To  what  madnefs  hath  your 
pride  tranfported  you,  that  you  fhould  either  think 
yourfelf  without  nn  on  the  one  fide,  or  on  the  other, 
refolve  at  once  to  exadt  vengeance,  and  implore 
forgivenefs !  O  the  provoking  inconfiftence !  How 
you  affume,  and  tremble,  at  the  fame  inflant!  aC- 
fume,  as  if  you  only  were  righteous !  and  tremble, 
as  if  confcious  of  approaching  damnation!  Whi- 
ther (hall  you  flie  for  (belter !  In  your  own  unfor- 
giving heart  there  is  no  refuge ;  in  the  mercy  of 
God,  though  infinite,  no  relief ;  even  mercy  which 
you  refufe,  pleads  againft  you ;  nor  in  the  merits 
of  drift,  though  infinite  alfo,  is  there  any  fanc- 
tuary  for  a  foul  (b  oppofite  to  the  mind  of  Chrift, 
and  (b  intent  on  mifchief  to  the  members  of  his 
myftical  body. 

But,  methinks,  I  fee  you  relent,  and  hear  you 
fay,  you  can,  you  will  forgive.  Happy  change! 
wherein  there  is  falvation  both  for  you  and  your 
tranfgrelTing  brother.  But  whereas  your  refent- 
ments  have  perhaps  been  w relied  from  you,  ra- 
ther by  the  fear  of  God's  judgments,  and  a  too 
felfifh  tendcrnefs  for  your  own  fafety,  than  by 
the  commands  of  God,  or  the  charitable  di(jpo(i- 
tion  of  your  own  heart  j  you  ought  to  fufpe<Sl  the 
fincerity  of  your  forgivenefs,  and  labour  ty  your 
meditations  a  .d  prayers  ftill  more  and  more  to 
reinforce  the  fpirit  it  proceeds  from,  till  you  have 
made  it  evident  to  your(clf,  not  only  that  the  prof- 
perity  and  honour  of  your  enemy  gives  you   real 

pleafure, 


pleafure,  and  the  contrary,  ccmcern  ^  but  that  you 
can  aifo  place  Come  (hare  of  your  ^ti^fist^ion  lu 
promoting  the  former,  and  leflening  the  latter. 
You  ought  by  no  means  to  reft  contented  with 
your  progrefa,  before  it  hath  arrived  at  this  ftagc 
of  iinprovenr*ent,  becaufe  it  may  require  all  thi$ 
at  leaft  to  produce  in  you,  what  our  blefled  mafter 
infifts  oo,  forgiven^s  uniil  /evcnty  times  fivcn^  in  cafe 
your  enemy  (hall  proceed  widi  his  provocation^ 
and  injurious  treatment  of  you,  as  you  have  done 
with  your  offences  againft  God. 

Here  now  you  will  be  apt  to  a(k,  *  whether  all 

*  this  is  expeaed  of  you,  before  your  enemy  bath 
^  oome  to  himfelf,  ceafii^  to  perfecute  you,  and 
^  made  the  proper  acknowledgments  for  his  bad 

*  behaviour?'  And  I  anfwer  by  aflcing  two  other 
queftions  of  you ;  whether  you  find  any  exccptiop 
lot  thi$  cafe  either  in  our  Saviour's  precept^  or 
his  example ;  and  whether,  were  you  to  chufe,  you 
would  have  the  forgiveneis  of  your  (tns,  and  accepr 
taoce  with  God,  to  depend  on  tht  repentance  of  an 
enemy  fo  perverfe,  rather  than  on  a  charitable  nirq 
of  mind  in  yourfelf,  where  the  work  of  your  Sal- 
vatiofi  may  be  carried  on  in  your  own  heart,  and 
IS  wholly  at  your  own  difcretion  i  Confider  if  your 
enemy  never  repents,  on  your  rule,  you  can  never 
forgive?  and  on  God's  rule,  you  can  never  be  for- 
given. Your  making  no  other  returns,  but  of 
friend(hip,  to  repeated  aAs  of  enmity,  will  proe 
)>ably  at  length  foften  his  heart,  and  (both  him 
to  a  better  behaviour;  but  if  it  does  not,  your 
work  of  charity  muft  go  on  to  its  own  accompli(hr 
ment,  and  be  regulated  by  its  own  proper  rules, 
which  are  not  to  be  taken  from  the  conduct  of 
^ny  man*  leaft  of  all,  from  that  of  a  bad  maUt 
but  from  the  commandment  of* Chrift,  and  from 
his  condu£k  in  the  like  cafe.    It  will  be  no  excufe 

to 


to  iky,  Chrift,  being  infinitely  perfect,  could  eafily 
exemplify  a  thou&nd  virtues,  which  one  fo  firail 
as  you  are,  cannot  poflibly  imitate  him  in ;  for  I 
iay,  on  the  other  fide,  that  Qirift  had  no  fins  to  be 
foi^veo,  as  you  have,  and  therefore  forgiveneft  in 
you  is  prompted  by  a  motive,  humanly  (peaking, 
much  ftronger  than  any  our  blefled  Saviour  could 
have  felt  the  force  of,  the  very  motive,  of  all  o^ 
thers,  which  carries  with  it  the  greateft  weight, 
your  own  eternal  Salvation. 

You  will  iay  too,  though  you  are  angry,  and 
wi(h  for  revenge,  you  do  not  appeal  to  the  final 
audit,  you  do  not  wiih  for  eternal  vengeance.  No, 
you  would  be  glad  to  iee  your  enemy  fuffictenxly 
humbled,  mortified^  defpifed,  in  this  world;  but 
you  would  allow  him  to  be  faved  in  the  life  to 
come.  Indeed  you  do  not  know,  what  you  your^ 
idf  me^n  by,  /uficieiufy.  Pride  and  anger  know 
no  bounds.  He  that  baieik  Ins  iroikir^  is  m  darkm 
nefs^  and  walketh  in  darkne/s^  and  kmmetb  not  vAi^ 
tier  be  goetb^  becaufe  tbat  darhne/s  balb  hUndid  bis 
fifis ;  knows,  by  no  means,  to  what  length  his  fpi^ 
rit  of  revenge  would  carry  him  \  whether  to  mur« 
der,  or  even  damnation,  in  cafe  a  more  limited 
mifery  is  not  to  be  enjoyed,  he  cannot  tell.  Give 
sot  a  kofe  therefore  to  the  thunder  of  revenge, 
which  if  once  let  go,  is  not  to  be  recalled  or 
moderated.  Cbrift  bids  you,  forgive,  and  certain^ 
ly  means,  that  you  (hould  neither  wi(h  for  tem- 
poral, nor  appeal  for  eternal  vengeance.  He  means, 
thatyoM/botilddogpodfor  evU-^  and  till  you  mean  the 
iame  thing,  you  are  neither  like  him,  nor  can  poi^ 
fihly  belong  to  him.  He  ^dio  commands  you  to 
love  your  enemy,  could  not  iurely  mean,  that  you 
might  hate  him,  and  wifti  to  be  revenged  of  him^ 
though  but  in  the  (malleft  de^ee.  You  pray,  that 
God  may  not  take  vei^eance  of  joi^  either  here, 

or 
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or  hereafter,  for  your  fins.  Do  by  your  enemy,  as 
you  would  have  God  to  do  by  you.  Be  afiiired 
God  will  deal  by  you,  as  you  deal  by  him. 

But  you  further   complain,  that,  in   cafe   you 
(hould  forgive,  which  you  are  willing  to  do,  your 
enemy  will  be  thereby  only  ^noonraged  to  greater 
infolence ;  and  others,  no  better  difpofed  than  he^ 
afcribing  your  carriage,  neither  to  lenity  nor  prin- 
ciple,  but  to  cowardice,  or  a  paflive  ftupidity,  wiH 
be    tempted    to   fignalize  tl^.emfelves  on    one  Cq 
loft  to  the    common  notions  of  honour,   fok  that 
your  reputation,  your  fortune,    your  perfon,  will 
lie    at  die  mercy  of  bafenefs  and    brutality  on 
all  occafions.     Were  you  not  a  Chriftian,  it  would, 
I  confefs,  be  a  very  difficult  matter  to  anfwer  this 
complaint     It  would  but  half  fatisfy  you  to  fay, 
that  forgivcnefe  is  more  likely,  than  revenge,  to 
blunt  the  point  of  your  enemies  malice,  and  to 
conciliate  to  you  the  hearts  of  him  and  all  other 
men.     You   readily  allow^.  that,  in   good  minds, 
forgivenefe  may,  and  doing  good  for  evil,  muft, 
have  that  effect.     But,  with  ^e  far  greater  num- 
ber, who  arc  not  fo  minded,  you  fay,  it  will  be  at- 
tended with  the  untoward  confequences  objefted. 
If  you  do  not  wrong  the  m^ority  of  mankind  by 
this  apprehenfion,  you  at  leaft  overlook  the  friend- 
fhip  and  aflfiftance  of  all  good  men,  who  will  inter- 
pofe  in^  your  defence  againft  a  perfecution,  unpro- 
voked, but  by  the  bigheft  generolity.     And  what 
i^  worfe  ftill,  you  overlook  the  proteftion  of  Al- 
mighty Ood,   who  cannot    be  fuppofed  to  ftand 
neuter  in  a  conteft  between  meeknefs  and  cruelty, 
both  in  pcrfeftion.     Nay,  what  is  yet  more  (hock- 
ing, you  overlook  your  own  fins  againft  God,  you 
overlook  the  command  and  example  of  your  blef^ 
fed  Saviour,,  who  could  never  have  wrought  out  your 
Salvation  fot  you,  had  he  not  folbwed  that  very 
condudk  be  requires  of  you,  under  circumftances  in- 
finitely 
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finitely  more  provoking  and  cruel,  than  your  pa- 
tifence  ean  ever  poflibly  be  tried  with.  Db  yoii 
hc^e  for  the  parddn  of  dU  your  fins,  iot  delive- 
tance  from  eternal  torments^  for  all  the  glories  of 
heaven,  without  a  battle,  without  a  ftrilgglef 
What  valuable  purpofe,  even  of  this  WortHefs 
life,  did  you  ever  acc<^plifli»  with  lefs  labour, 
|Miin,  or  felf-denial,  than  is  here  made  hecefl'aty  to 
the  attainment  of  heaven  ? 

Beware  of  a  relapfe  here,  cotifider  you  lire  a 
Qiriftian.  ftecolledt  your  fins  again.  Fix  youf 
eyed  on  heaven  and  hell ;  and  remember^  diat  yoti 
cannot  be  forgiven,  unlefs  you  forgive.  Take 
therefore  the  meafure,  is  well  a6  the  realbiv,  of 
your  forgivenefej  froni  the  degree  of  yout  bwii 
guilt,  which  you  hope  to  remove  by  that  forgive* 
tiefe ;  and  then  no  degree  of  plrbVocation  will  be 
too  great  for  your  charity  to  furmoiint. 

If  your  iudgrtient  and  heart  have  given  them- 
fclves  wholly  up  to  the  ftrength  of  xht  foregoing 
confiderations,  you  are  now  in  a  right  difpofitioni 
firft,  to  abftain  from  every  adt  of  revenge  ;  fecond- 
ly,  to  repay  the  injuries  of  yoiit  enemy  with 
benefits ;  thirdly,  to  offer  up  your  prayers  ac- 
ceptably to  God  J  and  laftly,  even  to  entertain 
ftmie  degree  of  love  for  thofe  ^ho  hate  you ; 
that  is  (for  fo  much  of  your  duty  as  regards  the 
reft  of  mankind)  you  are  in  the  true  Spirit  of 
the  Gofpel,  and  not  far  from  Chriftian  perfedlion. 

In  the  firft  place^  an  abftinence  ft^om  all  afti 
of  revenge  is  the  loweft  proof  of  the  gofpel  fpirit^ 
and  fo  neceflary  an  effed  of  it,  that  the  profeffion 
<Jf  Chriftianity,  without  it,  is  but  an  hypocriti- 
cal pretcnpe.  Wherefore,  if  at  anytime  you  are 
tempted  to  revenge,  remember  the  example  of 
David,  when  he  had  Saul  in  his  powir,  and  pray 
carncftly  to  God,  as  he  did,  td  firbid  vr  ^evmf^ 
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not  only  the  oEl  of  vengeance  in  yowr  bandj  but  tbe 
very  will  to  do  it  in  your  heart.  Be  aflfured,  this  pray- 
er is  a  prayer  for  yourfelf ;  and  if  heartily  put 
up,  will  return  with  a  fevenfold  blefling  into  your 
own  bofom. 

In  the  fecond  place,  to  repay  benefits  £)r  inju- 
rieSi  though  it  is  going  a  flep  further,  is  as  ne- 
ceilary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  and  therein  as 
exprefsly  required,  as  an  abftinence  from  revenge 
You  pray  to  God  (do  you  not)  for  a  great  deal 
more  than  deliverance  from  the  vengeance  due 
to  your  fkis;  you  pray  to  hinc^  for  the  joys  of 
heaven,  that  is^  for  an  infinite  good,  in  the  place 
of  the  infinite  evil  you  have  deferved  at  his  hands. 
And  how  can  you  make  this  prayer  to  the  all* 
knowing  being,  while  you  content  yourielf  with 
the  mere  negative  virtue  of  doing  no  barm  to 
your  enemies  ? 

In  the  third  place,  take  care  how  you  forget, 
that  you  can  by  no  means  pray  acceptably  to  God, 
nor  in  the  (pirit  of  his  gofpel,  not  to  fay  for  par- 
don of  your  fins,  or  for  heaven,  but  for  any  thing 
elfe  you  want,  till  you  can  pray  as  fincerely  (I  was 
going  to  fay,  as  fervently)  for  your  enemies. 
The  form  of  prayer  he  gave  you>  and  his  com- 
mand, when  you  ftand  prayings  forgive^  if  you  bave 
ought  agaifi/i  any  man^  that  your  Father  alfo  which  is 
in  heaven  may  forgive  you  your  trefpaffeSy  are  fuffi- 
cient  to  teach  you,  that  you  are  in  no  condition 
ta  pray  for  yourfelf,  till  you  can  pray  with  an 
hearty  good-will  for  your  enemies. 

But,  in  the  lafl  place,  that  you  may  forgive,  do 
good  to,  and  pray  for  your  enemies,,  as  well  as 
for  yourfelf,  and  all  in  the  fincere  and  lovely  Spirit 
of  the  Gofpel ;  and  that  you  may  be  afTured,  this 
comes  from  your  very  heart,  you  muft  obey  the 
command  of  Chrift,  and  love  your  enemies.  Hear  the 
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comment  of  St.  Paul  on  this  great  law  of  his  mafter. 
Bkfs  ibem  that  perfecute  you-,   bUfs  and  curfe  noh 
Recompence  to  no  man  evil  for  evil    ff  it  bepojfibki 
as  much  as  lietb  in  you^  live  peaceably  vntb  all  mem 
Revenge  not  your/el/^  but  rather  give  place  unto  ivratbi 
If  your  enemy  bunger^  feed  bim.     If  be  tbirft  give  bim 
drink.     Be  not  overcome  of  evilj  but  overcome  evil 
mtb  good.    Be  ye  tender  bear  ted  forgiving  one  anotber^ 
even  as    Gody  for  Cbrift's  fake  batb  forgiven  you. 
IValk  wortby  of  tbe  vocation^  wberewitb  ye  are  calledf 
with  all  lowlinefs  and  meeknefsy  with  long-fuffering^ 
forbearing  one  another  (no  doubt,  he  means,  when 
injuries  arife)  in  love\  and  let  your  bve  be  without 
dtffimulation. 
^      God  is  love,  and  his  religion,  flowing  from  him^ 
as  light  from  a    luminous  body,  is  of  the  fame 
nature  with  him,  is  love   alfo.      On  tbe  love  of 
God  and  our  neighbour  bang  all  tbe  law  and  tbe  pro^ 
phetSy  fo  that  m)e  is  tbe  fulfilling  of  tbe  law.     Ac- 
cordingly  humility,    meeknefs^  forgivenefs,  love, 
as  exemplified  in  the  life  of  our  blefled  Saviour 
here  on  earth,  exhauft  his  whole  hiftory. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  religion^  if  I  may  (b  ex- 
prefs  it,  of  the  devils  is  of  a  piece  with  himfclf, 
and  confifts  of  pride,  malice,  revenge,  perfecution* 
There  are  other  differences  between  the  fruits  of 
the  good  and  the  evil  Spirit ;  but  herein  is  found 
that    peculiar  diftin£tion,    which    Chrift    himfelf 
hath  pointed  out,  and  whereby  he  would  have  his 
difciples  known   from    thofe   of'  the  evil  beings 
The    followers   of  Chrift   are   marked  in   every 
feature,  in  their  tongues,  and  in  their  hands,  with 
love.     The  followers  of  fatan  are  marked  in  the 
feme  places  with  hatred.    You  fee,  you  hear^  you 
feel,  the  diftin^tion,  as  loon  ad  you  come  near  e- 
nough  to  either. 
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Now,  let  a  roan  profeis  as  vehemently,  and  talk 
as  eloquently,  as  he  will,  about  religion,  if  he  car- 
ries noi  the  mark  of  Chrift,  he  is  to  be  regarded 
but  as  founding  brafs^  a  mixture  of  impudence  and 
noife;  and  (bould  be  heard  only  as  a  hudcymbalj 
proclainciing  the  triumphs  of  vanity. 

If  you,  to  whom  I  am  fpeaking,  are  one  of 
that  numerous  clafs,  who  never  err,  who  are  per- 
fe£t,  and  faultlefs,  Chrift  came  not  to  call  you^ 
eitber  to  repentance  or  forgivenefs.  You  fit  too 
high  on  your  infallibility  to  be  touched  by  the 
text  or  difcourfe  of  this  day.  Look  down  how- 
ever with  pity  on  the  reft  of  mankind,  who  move 
in  a  fphere  to  far  beneath  you ;  and  as  you  can- 
not be  afTedted  with  the  worft  they  are  able  to  do  . 
to  you,  to  pafs  it  over  with  the  ferenity  and 
fublimity,  natural  to  a  foul  fo  elevated  as  yours 
is,  will  be  the  eafieft  thing  in  the  world  to  you, 
•who  fuffer  fools  gladly  becaufe  you  yaurfe^  arc  wife. 

But  in  cafe  you  are  one  of  thofe  poor  weak  mor- 
tals who  often  ftray  from  the  path  of  true  wiH 
dom  and  holinefs,  you  ought  to  know,  that  no* 
thing  can  be  fo  wildly  abfurd  in  you,  as  difobe- 
dience  to  the  command  of  drift  in  my  text,  not 
only  as  a  command  (for  who  with  impunity  (hall 
difobey  the  Lord  of  all  ?)  but  as  a  proposal  in- 
finitely advantageous  to  you.  Left  paffion  and  pre- 
judice (bould  blind  you  in  an  affiiir,  which  hath 
already  raifed  ,  you  to  too  great  a  degree  of 
warmth,  try  the  merits  of  this  proposal  in  lower 
matters,  and  in  other  perfons.  Forgive,  faith  a 
matter  to  one  of  his  fervants,  in  your  hearing, 
forgive  your  fellow-fervant  the  guinea  he  owes 
you,  and  you  (hall  be  forgiven  the  hundred  you 
owe  me.  Forgive  that  other  fellow-fervant  the  re- 
proaches he  hath  flung  at  you,  and  you  (hall  be 
forgiven  the  theft  you  lately  committed,  when  you 
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was  difcovered  ftealing  my  gp6ds.  Forgive  that 
third  fellow-fervant  the  blow  you  juft  now  receiv- 
ed from  him,  and  you  (ball  be  forgiven  the  tfTault 
you  committed  on  me,  your  mafter,  for  which  you 
arc  now  under  profccution.  If  you  do  not  com- 
ply with  me  in  this,  you  (hall  be  paid  your  guinea ; 
but  then   I  will   exa£t   my  hundred    guineas  of 

2M  to  the  very  laft  farthing.  You  (hall  have 
tisfaftion  too  for  the  affront  offered  you ;  but 
fliall  be  publickly  expofed  to  the  infamy  your 
theft  hath  deferved.  1  will  puni(h  the  man  who 
(buck  you,  as  juftice  requires^  but  will  execute 
oh  you  the  rigour  of  that  juftice  for  your  a&c^ 
rebellion  and  violence  aga.inft  myfelf.  As  you 
iMafure  from  you,  I  will  meafiire  to  you,  mercy 
Ibr  mercy,  juftice  for  juftice,  vengeance  f6r  .ven» 
geance.  You  demand  an  exadfc  account,  andihall 
have  it;  but  you  (hall  al(b  give  it.  ..  -^     ,  - 

You  think  this  fervant  a  perfeft  madman,  when 
you  hear  him  crying  om,  i  iisfifk  on  an  acoorcnkti  I 
will  be  paid,  I  will  have"  fii^isfa^oa  Da  you 
\nduA  f^  Weli  then,  Chriftf  it  Ae  mafterv  akidcthou 
art  the  man.  What  l  will  you  not  fergrve  a  trifle, 
to  be  forgiven  that  which  »  infinite  f  will  you 
plunge  to  the  bottom  of  the  hkke,  for  thepkaftire  of 
feeing  your  enemy  6vim  on  the*  furface?  How  is 
it,  that  you  judge  fo  cleariy  iff  things  of  litde  mo- 
ment, which  relate  to  others,  while  in  a  cafe  of 
the  fame  nature,  but  of  the  laft  con(equence  to 
yourfelf,  you  are  wholly  ftupid  ?  Is  it  felf  that 
(huts  your  eyes  ?  felf!  which,  of  all  things,  ought 
to  open  them,  when  your  falvation  is  brought  in 

queftion?"  Amazing!  whom  will  you  fee  for,  if  you 
cannot  (ee  for  yourfelf  ?  fF}?om  will  you  be  wife/or^ 

if  you  will  not  be  advifed  by  Solomon  to  be  wife 
for  yourfelf? 
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I  have  nothing  further  to  fay,  than  only,  in  th^ 
mod  earned  manner,  to  beg,  you  would  behold 
upon  the  whole  of  what  hath  been  offered,  the  in- 
finite excellence  of  the  gofpel-fcheme  in  reference 
to  the  doftrine  urged  in  this  difcourfe,  and  to  em- 
brace it,  with  your  whole  underftanding  and  heart, 
as  divinely  juft  and  merciful  throughout ;  juft,  in- 
afmuch  as  it  turns  you  over  to  your  own  law  to 
be  judged,  for  with  what  judgment  ycjudge^  yeftfoU 
be  judged^  and  with  what  meafure  ye  mete^  it  Jbdl 
he  meafured  to  you  ^ain ;  and  merciful,  inafoiuch 
as  you  are  graciouify  offered  for^ivenefs  of  all 
your  great,  crying,  and  provoking  uns  againft  God, 
on  the  eafy  terms  of  forgiving  the  much  finaller 
offences  of  men  s^ainft  you.  Reje£t  this  propo- 
fiil,  and  you  arc  loft  forever.  Receive  it,  and  you 
do  the  utmoft,  that  man  can  do,  to  enfure  your 
own  Salvation. 

(Sod  give  you  underftanding  in  all  things,  more 
particularly  in  this,  to  make  a  wife  choice, 
and  thereby  to  make  fureyour  ekHion  and  a^ 
doptionj  as  the  child  of  the  merciful  and  for- 
giving God,  through  Chrift  Jefus  our  Saviour, 
to  whom,  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit, 
be  all  might,*  majefty,  dignity,  and  dominioi), 
pow  zn^  for  evermore.    AzT)en« 
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DISCOURSE  XIX. 

The  Pinnaele  of  Chrift's  Church. 

■■  ■    I         ■       ^^m^^mmim  t  i  mm    n  n  f-^m   ■  ■       »      ■    iiiK   i  i  ■ 

Matt.  V.  43,  44. 

Tt  have  beard  thai  it  both  heenfaidy  thoujbak  hve^ 
tkf  neighbour^  and  bate  thine  enemy. 

But  I  fay  unto  you,  hue  your  enemies ;  bkfi  tbem 
that  curfeyou ;  do  good  to  tbem  tbat  hate  you ;  and  pray 
for  tbem  which  defpitefully  ufe  you  and  perfecute  you. 

THE  law  of  God,  more  perfedl  than  thofe 
of  men,  having  required  it  of  his  people 
to  love  /me  another  as  neighbours,  which  no 
human  law  evtr  did  ;  the  falte  interpreters  of 
this  divine  law,  as  if  a  rule  of  contraries  mi^t 
here  have  place;  did  in  obedience  to  an  un^ 
toward  nature,  and  to  unairifl;ed  reaibn,  give  it 
as  a  law  too,  that  an  Ifradite  ftfould  bate  bis  epe- 
wj.  Barbarous  conclufion !  but  ib  agreeable  was 
it  to  the  natural  pride  and  refentments  of  mankind^ 
that  no  ordinance  of  Cod  was  ever  kept  with  equal 
ftrifhiefs,  as  Cbrift  and  his  difciples,  though  far 
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from  enemies  to  any  one,  did  but  too  fully  cxpc* 
rience. 

But  our  bleffed  inftrudlor,  having  in  my  text  re- 
peated, and  on  other  occafions  confirmed  the  law, 
not  only  condemns  the  foul  conclufion  of  its  inter- 
preters, but  to  the  infinite  furprife  of  th'ofe  who  heard 
him,  and  diredtly  againft  the  grain  of  a  corrupt 
nature  in  all  men^  commands  a^U  Chriftians  to  ime 
their  enemies. 

Here  the  law,  as  enjoining  fomewhat  of  but  h't* 
tie  virwe,  namdy  the  love  of  thofe  who  love  us, 
the  virtue  of  a  mere  beaft,  is  left  far  behind^  and 
a  precept  advanced,  which  fets  its  foot  on  all  the 
pride»  paffion^  cruelty^  and  I  may  add,  on  great 
part  of  the  wrong  reafonings  and  falfe  politicks  of 
the  world  ;  while  it  raifes  its  beautiful  head  to 
heaven,  and  infpi.rfs  us  with  the  glorious  ambition 
of  imitating  infinite  perfection,  and  becoming  the 
(fk^rau :  0/  bim^  wh^  maketi  his  fim  io^  rtfe  on  the 
evil  and  on  the  goad^  and.  fended  rain  on  the  ji^ 
mdw.tieusif^. 

<  H^v«og  beard  the  command  of  Qnrift,  not  to 
thqCe  alone^  who  through  a  fupertor  undetftanding^ 
and  a  higher  pitch  of  fpirit,  feem  deftined  to  un- 
common vidtories^  or  a  crown  of  martyrdom;  but 
to  every  Chriftian  j  let  no  one  of  ijs,  prompted  by 
bi$  Q\a/!n  bafenels  of  mind,  or  by  that  inbred  humb- 
ler his  pride,  preiume  to  excufe  htmielf  on  the  foot* 
lag  of  An  afiedked  humility,  axid  iay  ;  let  thole 
vrho(etup  forherbifio,  try  if  tiiey  cao  bring  theniH 
felves  lo.a  lovje  c£  th&it  enemies*  ImxxSt  buttd  my 
hopes  on  much  lower  foundations,  or  not  hope  at 
all.  Iioay  perhaps  find  in  my  heart  to  forgive; 
jiut  that  heart  forbids  me  to  love,  andyetlbop&to 
be.&ved,  as  wdi  as  others. 
-;  Do  you  in  good  earneft  ?  iavcd  by  Cbrifl,  while 
yott  proudly  kick  again^  hift  precepts  ?  You  talk 
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of  kivp  founddtions  ;  but  had  you  true  humility^ 
you  would  want  little  more  to  prepare  you  for  the 
love  of  your  ecemiea  Your  rcfcntmcnts  are  the 
natural  children  of  your  pride.  Some  other  Saviour 
muft  be  found  for  you,  if  you  will  neither  obey 
nor  imitate,  to  the  uttermoft  of  your  power,  that  on* 
ly  Saviour,  who  prayed  for  his  enemies,  who  gave 
lus  Hfe  for  his  enemies,  which  he  had  never  done, 
had  he  not  loved  ihecn  more  than  his  life.  You 
muft  bend  your  mind^  though  ever  (b  much  ftif-- 
fened  by  an  untoward  nature,  to  this  command  of 
Chrift,  as  well  as  to  the  reft,  or  you  can  have  no 
part  in  hint  None  can  be  faved,  nor  admitted 
into  that  fociety,  whereof  love  is  theibul,  but  the 
children  of  God.  Now  God  will  own  none  for  his 
children,  but  fuchas  are  like  him,  like  him  in  this, 
as  well  as  in  his  other  features,  kindneis  to  \ht  un- 
thankful, and  beneficence  towards  the  injurious, 
QQ  the  only  fincere  and  laftfng  principle,  the  real 
love  of  their  cnenuea 

Qirift,  you  fee,  begins  with  th^  principle,  ibva 
your  eMtmies,  as  with  the  root,  and  afterwards 
proceeds  to  the  fruit,  bk/s  them  tba^  cuffe  you^  do 
gwd  to^tbem  tbatiaie  you,  i3c.  He  then  gives  you 
the  reafon,  thai  you  maybe^ibe^cbUdrenof  your  Fsaber 
lobicb  is  in  bem/en^  for  he'  maketb  bis  fun  to  rije  on 
the  evd  and]  on  the  good,  as  well  on  thofe  who  re- 
bel as  on  thofe  who  obey.  And,  to  let  you  fee, 
that,  if  yqu  mean  to  be  thediiciple  of  Chrift,  more 
will  be  expeded  of  yo«i,  than  of  others  who  are 
not,  more  than  mere  t^aiural'  morality  can  teach  ; 
he  goes  on  to  ezpoAulate  with  all,  and  even  to 
upbraid  you,  who  are  for  obeying  him  only  fo  for 
as  eajfe  and  pleafuve  go  hand  in  hand  with  duty, 
&ying,  fory  if  you  hve  tiem  wbicb  hve  youy  what 
neveard  have  you  ?    Do  no$  even  tbe  publicans  and 
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Jinners^  the  worft  fort  of  men,  the  fame  f  And  jf 
youfalute  your  brethren  onfy^  what  do  ye  mare  than 
others  f  Do  not  even  the  publicans  fo  f 

Having  thus  (hewn  you,  what,  in  this  inftance, 
he  expedts  you  (hould  be ;  not  grateful  only,  but 
generous  ;  not  juft  only,  but  merciful ;  not  a  man 
of  ordinary  or  moral  goodnefs  only,  but  a  Godlike 
man  ;  he  concludes  with  an  exhortation  to  the  moft 
exalted  virtue,  be  ye  therefore  perfeS^  even  as  your 
Father  vfhieh  is  in  heaven  is  perfect.  As  he  is  perfell 
God^  fo  be  ye,  as  far  as  human  nature  can  admit 
improvehient,  perfeO  men. 

You  may  fometimes  forgive  your  enemies,  nay, 
and  repay  their  injuries  with  good  offices,  becaufe 
you  are  well  aflured,  that  if  you  do  not  forgive^  yw* 
jball  not  be  forgiven ;  if  you  do  not  good  for  evil  to 
others,  God  will  not  do  it  to  you.  But  Chrifl  rCi- 
quiresyou  (houlddoit  on  a  principle  o^hve^  on 
that  principle,  which  God  a£ls  by  towards  you, 
on  that  great,  if  not  only,  principle  of  eternal  en^ 
joyment,  which,  like  a  golden  chain,  binds  all  that 
are  good  together,  and  to  God,  dieir  head.  If 
this  is  not  your  motive,  but  fdf  only,  as  of  one 
who  experts  to  be  dealt  with,  juft  as  be  deals,  your 
grounds  for  hoping  acceptance  in  the  fight  of  God 
may  fail  you.  Self  ak>ne  will  never  carry  you  a- 
bove  yourfelf ;  whereas  it  is  not  the  gratificadon 
of  fo  narrow  a  paflion,  nor  the  enjoyment  of  io  poor 
a  being,  that  you  are  to  aim  at,  but  the  gratificati- 
on of  a  love  as  boundlefe,  as  that  God,  and  thofe 
heavenly  hofts  which  are  its  proper  objects. 

But  to  come  down  again  to  our  immediate  fub^ 
jcft,  unlefs  your  heart  is  really  warmed  with  love 
towards  your  enemies,  it  cannot  hope  to  be  proof 
againft  new  and  repeated  provocations  ^  you  cannot 
belong  indifferent.  If  you  do  not  bve,  you  will 
hate  5  and  he  that  hateth^  as  the  fjpirit  tells  us  by  St 
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John,  is  a  murderer.  There  is  no  expedting  for- 
giveneis  and  good  ofiices,  that  fruit  fb  infinitely 
wholefome  to  the  peace  of  Chrift's  church,  and  io 
infinitely  delicious  to  the  tafte  of  God,  but  from 
its  own  proper  tree;  and  what  that  is,  Chrifthath 
tokl  you  in  thefe  words,  Jove  your  enemies. 

To  fum  up  all,  you  cannot  be  a  member  of 
Chrift,  who  healed,  who  prayed  for,  who  blefled 
his  perfecutors  ;  nor  a  child  of  God  who  is  kind 
unto  the  unthankful  and  the  evil  ;  nor  confequently 
can  you  be  with  God  and  Chrift  for  ever,  if  you  do 
not  imitate  God,  if  you  do  not  obey  Chrift,  if 
you  do  not  Jove  your  enemies.  This  being  as  plain 
and  true,  as  the  word  of  God,  or  the  Gofpel  of 
Chrift,  can  make  any  thing,  we  ought  to  know, 

Firft,  who  are  our  enemies  in  the  fenfe  of  the 
precept ; 

Secondly,  what  it  is  to  love  them  according  to 
the  purport  of  that  precept ; 

And,  thirdly,  how  we  may  bring  ourfelvcs  ta 
this  love. 

In  the  firft  place,  all  are  not  our  enemies,  whom  • 
we  arc  apt  to  miftdsie  for  fuch.     He  who  reproves 
our  follies,  or  thwarts  our.  bad  defigns,  or  corredta 
us  for  our  faults,  is  our  friend ;  and  not  to  love 
him  for  fo  doing,  is  to  be  our  own  enemy. 

Neither  are  thofe  to  be  looked  on  as  enemies 
who  profecute  us  for,  or  give  evidence  of,  out 
crimes  before  a  court  of  juftice.  This  they  do  as 
friends  to  civil  (bciety,  as  lovers  of  truth  and  right; 
and  to  regard  them  for  it  as  our  enenaies,  is  ta  de- 
clare war  with  mankind  and  common  juftice. 

Further,  they  arc  not  always  to  be  fet  down  in 
the  catalogue  of  our  enemies,  at  leaft  in  our  Sa- 
viour's fenfe,  whofpeakillof  us,  or  do  us  injuriesj 
for  perhaps  w;  have  fornifhed  occafion  to  the  un* 

&vourable 
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favourable  report,  or  given  provocation  to  the  un- 
kind treatment.  In  all  cafes  we  only  hate  where 
we  lay  the  blame.  To  do  otherwifc;^  is  to  a£t  like 
ideots.  Now,  here  we  are  to  blame  ourfelves> 
and  (hould  hate  ourfelTes  had  we  only  the  low  de- 
gree of  mqdefty,  to  think  we  may  do  wrong  ^  or 
of  impartiality,  to  find,  we  have  done  wrong, 
when  every  body  clfe  perceives  it. 

Neither  do  they  rank  themfelves  properly^  and 
in  our  Saviour's  fenfe,  among  our  enemies,  who 
think  ill  of  us,  or  treat  us  hut  indifferently,  through 
mere  miftake.  Our  oonfoicncea  tell  us,  they  take 
us  for  quite  other  perfons,  than  we  really  are^  and 
that  perhaps  on  fuch  dppkafiances,  thrown  out  by 
our  ownindifcretion,  as  we  ourfi^ves  alwaya  yield 
to  in  the  like  cafes.  They  ftr ike  in  the  dark  at  fome- 
what  too  like  us,  but  not  at  us ;  and  (hall  we  return 
the  blaw,  or  hate  them  for  their  error,  without 
confeffing,  that  we  a<^  like  brutea  rather  than  ia« 
tional  cceadures ; 

None  of  thefe  are  our  enemies  in  Chrift's  ienlie, 
*  but  our  oei^iboKirs  and  brethren,  whonsi  as  fuch 
we  are  ta  love  on  the  footing  (^  common  charity, 
iff  not  of  common  jullice.  .  .  . 

Nos  ottr  enemies,  whom  in  the  text,  we  are 
commanded  to  love^  are  they  who  bait  us  vntbmit 
mtffj  or  rather  without  the  appearance  of  a  juft 
caufe,  and  wfaa  have  given  the  infalKUe  %ns  of 
that  hatred  in  a£ts  of  injuftice  or  cruelcy,  perhaps 
for  doing  good,  and  even  pofiibly  io^  thenafelves; 
Sueh  wiece  the  encmtes.  of  Chrtft  and  his  apofldes^ 
whom  neverdielefs  they  loved,  bleflbd,  prayed  fer» 
and  perfevered  in  doing  good  to* 

That  thefe  are  the  enemies  oilr  Saviour  conv 
mands  us  to  love,  is  pkiin,  not'  only  from  bia  r&- 
prefonting  them  as  cwrfatg^  batmg^  d(fpt^Jfy  «/^» 
and  ferfocuting  us  ^  but  from  his  comparing  them 

with 
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with  the  enemies  of  God,  who  fight  againft  hit 
goodneCb  with  their  wickednefs. 

Thefe  being  the  men,  whom  the  text  commands 
us  to  love,  we  ought,  in  the  fecond  place,  to  con« 
fider  what  it  is  to  love  them  according  to  the  pur^* 
port  of  the  precept. 

Our  Saviour's  example,  in  this  cafe,  as  well  ai 
in  moft  others,  is  the  bed  commert  on  his  law. 
He,  we  know,  io  loved  his  enemies,  as  to  bear 
everything  at  their  hands,  to  do  them  the  moil  kind 
and  afiedtionate  offices  on  all  occafions,  and  to  lay 
down  his  life  for  them  at  laft,  in  order,  if  poflible, 
to  favc  them  from  eternal  mifery. 

Could  we  by  our  death  :  fo  fave  the  fouls  of  our 
enemies,  the  charity,  prefcribed  in  my  text,  would 
undoubtedly  require  it  of  us  ;  nor  would  it,  by  any 
means,  require  too  much  \  for  what  is  the  offering 
of  our  lives  for  the  falvation  of  others,  but  the  offer- 
ing of  a  trifle  on  comparifon,  not  our  own,  but  the 
property  of  God,  in  order  to  confer  an  infinite  b&« 
nefit  on  our  fellow-creatures  ?  What  is  our  deaths 
who  otherwife  muft  foon  die  however,  as  criminals, 
not  martyrs,  to  the  eternal  death  of  one  who  (hares 
the  fame  nature  with  us  !  How  far  is  this  fhort  of 
the  charity  of  St.  Paul,  who  declared  with  an  oath, 
ibtaht  could  w^  to  be  accurfedfrom  Chriji  for  the  ip 
raelifes,  whom  he  calls  bis  brethren  and  kin/men  #f-» 
cording  to  the  flejbj  though  they  were  hardened  un^ 
believers,  and  bitter  enemies  both  to  Chrift  and 
him ! 

As  however  we  are  not  called  to  fuch  proofs  of 
our  love,  even  for  our  friends,  I  inftance  thefe 
^ings  only  to  (hew  the  degree  of  that  love  which 
is  required  of  us  towards  our  enemies. 

It  does  not  follow  neverihelefs,  that  we  are  to 
love  them  as  warmly  as  our  friends  and  ba^fec- 

tors. 


266  The  FtnnacU  of  drifFs  Church. 

tors.  Wc  fliould  be  ready  to  lay  down  our  lives 
for  the  brethren,  though  no  more  than  their  tem- 
poral fafety  and  happinefs  were  to  be  gained  by 
the  fiicrifice.  With  the  wicked,  the  treacherous, 
and  malicious,  we  are  not  obliged  to  confort,  as 
we  do  with  well-hearted  men.  They  would  de- 
ftroy  us  for  the  mere  pleafure  of  doing  mifchief ; 
whereas  it  is  our  duty  to  preferve  ourfelves  for  that 
good,  which  God,  the  church,  and  our  country, 
have  reafon  to  expert  from  u$.  Were  there  indeed 
any  probability  of  reclaiming  men  (b  unhappily 
minded,  we  ought  to  run  all  hazards,  we  ought  to 
venture  into  the  fire  of  their  own  n^ing  ps^ions, 
and  even  of  God's  wrath,  which  furrounds  them, 
in  order  to  pull  them  out.  There  is  a  poflfibility, 
that  the  inferior  heats  of  their  pride  and  anger  may 
be  extinguilhed  in  the  prevailing  fun-lhine  of  our 
charity. 

You  obferve,  I  fpeak  not  here  of  forgivenefs,  an 
eafy  duty,  that  may  be  performed  on  a  felfi(h  prin- 
ciple ;  but  of  doing  good  with  a  kind  intention. 
To  ble&  men  we  do  not  love,  and  to  do  good  to 
them,  is  a£ting  againft  the  grain  of  our  own  hearts, 
and  too  much  forced  to  laft ;  and  to  pray  for  them 
with  affedlioDscold  and  indijEFerent  to  them,  is  both 
contrary  to  the  nature  of  prayer  (which,  to  be  fuc- 
cefsful,  ought  to  be  ardent)  and  a  mockery  of 
God. 

Having  hitherto  enquired  only,  what  fort  of  ene- 
mies they  are  whom  we  ought  to  love,  and  in  what 
fenfe  or  degree  it  is,  that  we  are  to  love  them  ;  the 
duty  appears  tofle(h  and  blood,  in  the  bed  natures, 
exceedingly  difficult,  and,  in  the  word,  impofli- 
ble.    *  What !  to  require  it  of  man,  weak,  proud, 

*  paffionate,  and  refentful  man,  not  only  that  he 

*  (hould  forgive,  but  do  good  for  evil ;  and  not 

*  only 
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*  only  that  he  (hould  do  good  for  evil,  but  do  it  out 

•  of  love  !  love  fo  very  tender  and  ardent,,  as,  in 

•  fome  cafes,  to  exceed  even  the  love  of  life !  and 
^  to  the  moft  odious  of  men  !  This  is  againfl  na- 
^  ture,  and  men  muft  be  made  over  again,  before 

*  they  can  digeft  it/ 

True,  moft  true  indeed.  But  was  not  the  gof- 
pel  given  to  change  our  nature,  and  make  us  over 
"  again  into  new  creatures  ?  Do  you  hope  to  enter  in- 
to heaven  with  that  very  nature  about  you,  which 
threw  the  devil  out  of  it  ?  It  would  be  much  eafier 
to  climb  thither  with  your  body,  grofs  as  it  is.  No, 
this  proud,  revengeful,  ftubborn  nature  muft  be 
fubdued;  and  an  humble,  a  forgiving,  a  benevolent 
nature  muft  be  acquired  in  its  piace,  or  the  compa- 
ny of  angels,  and  the  enjoyment  of  God  for  ever^ 
muft  be  given  up.  Heaven^  it  is  true,  is  taken  by 
violence ;  but  by  violence  done  to  our  own  ftubborn 
and  refractory  nature,  not  to  the  conditions  of  our 
covenant,  nor  the  commands  of  Chrift. 

How  then,  in  the  laft  place,  (hall  we  bring  our- 
felves  to  this  love  of  our  enemies  ?  How  (hall  we 
raife  our  groveling  hearts  to  fo  high  humility  ?         1 

Before  we  enter  on  the  expedients  requifite  for 
this  purpofe,  it  will  be  proper  toobferve,  that  no- 
thing is  more  common,  than  to  feel  contrary  paffi- 
ons  ftruggling  for  maftery  in  the  fame  breaft,  and 
at  the  fame  time.  How  often  is  a  father  angry "" 
with  a  child  whom  he  loves  }  and  where  is  that 
anger,  which  hath  not  fome  mixture  of  hatred  in 
it  ?  The  brethren  of  Jofeph  were  not  without  a 
degree  of  natural  affedion  for  him,  when  through 
envy,  they  entertained  a  thought  of  putting  him 
to  death,  as  is  plain  from  their  relenting  afterwards, 
and  felling  him  to  the  Iftimaelites.  It  frequently 
happens,  Hmx  a  man's  foes  are  they  tf  bis  wm  haiffehold^ 

his 
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his  father,  his  ion  ;  and  no  foe  can  be  (b  dange^ 
rous,  becaufe  he  cannot  help  loving  them.  One 
man  naturally  loves  another,  and  if  they  are  coun- 
trymen, neighbours,  or  fellow-chriftians^  the  love 
is  ftill  the  ftronger.  This  hovrever  does  not  always 
hinder  them  from  occafionally  hating  one  another. 
Now,  it  is  in  the  power  of  every  confiderateman  to 
encreafe  this  love,  or  hatred,  and  to  leflen  and 
ftifle  the  oppofiteturn  of  mind,  by  banifliiog  ftrmi 
his  thoughts  the  incentives  of  the  one,  and  by 
dwelling  on  the  motives  to  the  other.  A  man  may 
call  down  angels,  or  conjure  up  devils,  in  his  own 
'  heart :  which  he  fhould  chufe  to  do,  let  reafon 
judffc. 

If  we  would  cherifh  the  love  of  our  fellow-crea- 
tures and  fellow-chriftians  in  our  bread,  howibever 
injurious  they  may  have  been  to  us,  we  muft,  in 
the  firft  place,  earneftly  defire  and  wifh  for  this 
amiable  difpofition.  There  is  but  little  time,  and 
indeed  but  little  difference,  between  the  earned 
deiire,  and  the  actual  acquifition,  ofanychriftian 
grace.  Nothing  comes  between,  but  a  vehement 
endeavour,  and  the  afliftance  of  God's  fpirit.  The 
heart  naturally  forms  itfelf  to  that  figure  and  turn, 
which  it  ftrongly  wifhes  to  cultivate  ;  and  if  it  is 
fuch  a  figure  as  God  hath  prefcribed,  he  never  feils 
to  put  his  creating  hand  to  a  work  fo  pleafing  in 
his  fight.  Now  to  excite  in  us  this  earaefl,  and 
prompt  us  to  this  vehement  endeavour,  nothing 
further  is  required,  than  a  due  confideration  of  the 
necefllity  we  are  under  of  raifing  ourfelves  to  the  love 
enjoined  by  the  text,  as  laid  before  you  in  what 
hath  been  already  faid. 

In  proportion  to  the*  ftrength  of  this  defire,  it 
will  be  fo  much  dte  eafier,  firft,  to  conquer  our 
refentmentS)  and  thM  to  replace  them  with  the 
lore  requir^ 

As 


fi&  to  the  ^nqueft  of  our  jre^e^menti^  ^Pthix^ 
Will  ib  properly  begin  the  worj^'as  tajpng  down  pijf 
pride^  and  labouring  to  reduce  our  minds  to  a  trvie 
9hriftian  humility.  In  xm9i  cajfes, '  fmger,  wjbicf 
lUpprefl^  the  natural  and  religious  ioye  we  Ji)eart9 
all  men,  proceeds  from  pride  alone,  and  in  tfie  refl^ 
w^  the  attack  is  not  diredtly  niade  on  our  ho- 
ppur^  we  are  tpp  apt  to  think  lit  more  or  leis,  coi;it* 
f^ned,  apd  to  give  it  a  vote  in  our  f evenge. 

Here  we  (hould  review  the  long  and  mortifying 
f^i^lcgue  of  infirmities  or  fins  on  record  in  pur  coot 
ipiences,  that  we  may  be  fenflble,  how  Httieof]pf>r 
Bour  or  efteem  is  rei^ly  due  to  us,  or  could  be  rea? 
ibnably  claimed  by  us,  were  the  ihamefiil  trut^ 
known  as  well  to  the  world,  as  it  is  to  our^lyes* 
And  though,  on  Ipokii^  inward  where  we  are  but 
partial  and  imperfecSt  judges,  we  (hpuld  come  out 
K>n2ewhat  magnified  in  our  own  conceit,  this  ought 
to  be  no  rule  to  others,  who  know  not  the 
4ignity  of  our  perfooages. 

Were  the  aft  of  contempt;,  whatever  it  U, 
immediately  thrown  on  us  by  the  han4  of  Gpd^ 
io  far  from  flonf)achii:]g  or  complaining,  we  nioul4 
confefs  it  but  a  (hare  of  what  we  ddferve*  ^ow^ 
it  is  really,  though  not  immediately,  infli^ed 
by  that  providential  hand,  which  oitjen  ipakea 
men,  ibmetimc^  the  racaneft  of  men,  its  inftru- 
ments  to  four  contempt  even  on  princes^  and  there- 
fore to  refent  it  is  indiredtly  to  fly  in  the 
fa;:e  of  God. 

In  no  cafe,  not  b  much  as  even  in  thought, 
(hould  we  ever  aflfume  to  ourfelves  more  merit^ 
or  more  importance,  than  we  are  fure,  we  have 
in  his  fi^t,    w.bP  knows  us  per&dly.    To  do 

Vol.  W.  Bb  other- 
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otherwtfe,  is  to  ufurp,  and  that  by  deceit  and 
hypocrify,  on  the  opinion  of  the  ignorant,  where- 
in there  is  indeed  fomewhat  fo  very  bafe  and 
fafw,  that  rt  is  a  wonder,  how  any  one  guilty 
of  it  can  poffibly  entertain  an  high  thought  of 
himieff. 

Of  all  our  fins,  the  prefumptuous  are  the  rooft 
dffenfive  in  the  fight  of  God.  David  prays  t9 
be  kept  back  frtm  tbem^  that  he  may  be  innoccfd 
from  the  great  tranfgrejftony  for  which  there  was  no 
facrifice  allowed  rn  the  law.  Prefumption,  and 
pride,  the  true  parent  of  prefumption,  were  the 
chief  ingredients  in  the  unpardonable  fin.  Almoft 
all  our  fms,  efpectally  when  we  fin  agarnfl  light 
and  the  reproofs  of^  our  own  confciences,  par- 
takcj  more  or  lefs,  of  this  fearful  aggravati- 
on. Q)nfidcr  now,  what  there  is,  or  can  be, 
in  you.  fb  likely  to  make  amends  for  your  paft 
pride  and  prefumption,  as  the  oppofite  virtues 
of  humility  and  felf-mortification.  Cbuld  you 
enter  thoroughly  into  this  thought,  you  would 
lick  the  feet  of  an  infulting  enemy,  with  more 
pleafure,  than  you  ever  tafled,  during  your  whole 
life,  in  the  fweetcfl  aft  of  revenge. 

The  fecond  expedient  to  quell  our  refcnt- 
ments  which  ftiffc,  for  the  trme,  our  love  of 
mankind,  is,  through  the  eye  of  found  experi- 
ence and  fart  A,  to  examine  the  value  of  thofe 
things,  about  which  we  quarrel  with  one  ano- 
ther, fnch  as  our  worldly  interefts,  our  credit 
among  a  few  neighbours,  our  points  of  cere- 
mony and  precedence,  matters  of  no  great  mo- 
ment in  themfelves,  and  trifles,  too  contemp- 
tible  for  children  to  contend  about,  if  compar* 

cd 
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od  to  the  infinitely  greater  things,  wherein,  as 
Chriftians,  we  are  concerned.  Let  a  Qiriftian  aik 
himfelf,  whether  it  becomes  a  candidate  for  hea« 
ven,  for  a  crown  of  endlefs  glory,  to  be  angry 
about  a  pin.  It  may  (hock,  but  it  mud  be 
£iid,  that  our  bitter  and  implacable  refentments 
about  earthly  things  thoroughly  refute,  and  ren- 
der even  ridiculous,  all  our  profeflfions  of  Chrif' 
tiaoity.  Do  not  fay,  you  are  a  Chriftian,  if  you 
have  not  removed  your  {ffeSion  from  things  on  earthy 
and  Jet  in  on  things  above ;  neither  premme  to  call 
yourfelf  a.  rational  creature,  in  cafe  your  profefli- 
ons  and  adions  are  more  at  variance  than  you  and 
your  enemies.  Take  care,  you  are  not  your  own 
bittereft  enemy.  He  that  bateth  bis  brother  is  in 
darknefs^  and  walhth  in  darknefs^  and  knowetb  not 
whither  be  goeih^  becaufe  that  darknefs  hath  blinded 
bis  eyes.  IVbofotver  bateth  bis  brother^  is  a  murderer^ 
hath  the  fpirit  of  a  murderer,  and  we  know^  that 
no  murderer  hath  eternal  life  abiding  in  him.  Is  then 
the  very  principle  of  eternal  life  deftroyed  in  you 
by  your  anger  and  hatred  ?  And  for  what?  Could 
you  admit  the  light,  and  fee  that  which  you  are  in 
danger  of  loftngfor  ever,  the  caufe  of  your  hatred 
would  be  too  niinute  to  be  vifible. 

The  third  expedient  for  the  redudion,  if  not  the 
preventicMi,  of  our  refentments,  is,  to  flay,  e'er 
our  paflion  is  fuflered  to  boil  over  in  retaliation,  and 
weigh  the  injury  cooly  in  the  ballance  of  that  rea- 
fon  God  hath  given  us,  in  order  to  find  out,  how 
far  it  ought  to  be  deemed  an  injury,  indeed  whe- 
ther it  is  really  an  injury  or  not.  Men  frequently 
nourifh  in  the  depths  of  a  feftering  heart  the  moft 
malignant  refentments,  which  on  better  lights,  on 
cooler  refiedtions  by  themfelves,  or  on  fome  after 
B  b  2  explana-* 
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expiration  with  die  othar  party^  they  find  utterFjir 
^oundlels,  and  built  oniy  on  the  lur  of  their  owa 
Asfpiciona,  or  on  that  which  hath  ifliied  from  die 
poifoned  mouths  of  pfiilchief^mskers. 

As  to  our  own  fufpicions  or  apprehen(|ons  of  aa 
injury,  they  will,  if  we  do  not  take  eare  to  pre* 
vent  It,  he  (b  realized  and  magnified  by  the  imagi* 
nation,  that  not  ev^n  a  repetition  of  provocations 
6ould  more  e£fedually  encreaie  our  refentment. 
This  infirmity  of  our  minds  we  may  Icara  firom  expe- 
rience as  well  as  from  the  words  of  the  wife  man ;  fAr 
heginningofopigerisaswbm  ofuUtMbaui'wMer^vAiich 
if  ever  (b  little  way  is  made  for  it,  will  quickly  widen 
the  pafiage,  and  pour  out  with  redoubled  force,  till 
it  becomes  as  difficult  to  ftop  it,  as  to  gather  it  up 
a^in  or  recall  it.  Here  humanity,  charity,  and 
reafon  fhould  be  called  to  our  affift^nee,  in  o^er  m 
make  head  againft  the  growing  paflion  in  time.  It 
is  natural,  but  of  moft  pernicious  confluence,  to 
chafe  our  reientments  by  fuflfering  the  inclination 
to  dwell  on  aggravating  circumftances,  or  the 
tongue  to  run  oik  in  furious  expreffioos,  which 
greatly  encreafe  the  tnflismmation,  as  the  motion  of 
the  lion'iB  tail  is  faid  to  la(h  him  into  rage.  For  this 
wild  bead  within  us  we  have  a  chain  always  ready 
at  hand,  and  that  is,  the  pain  and  danger  he  never 
fails  to  bring  along  with  him.  What  baleful  light* 
ning  he  darts  from  our  eyes  f  How  frightfully  he 
diftorts  our  feces  \  How  does  he  (hake  our  limbs  ! 
Yet  thefe  are  but  the  faint  figns,  often  reftrained 
as  much  as  poflible  by  ihame,  of  inexpreffible  ago^ 
nies  within.  Now,  is  fuch  thunder  to  the  mind, 
foch  an  earthquake  to  the  body,  fuch  a  volcano, 
vomiting  fire,  and  threatening  deftru€tion  to  every 

thhig 
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thing  futkt  \t^  to  be  encooraged  tod  prdar^df 
Are  pangs,  not  tinlike  thefe  of  the  damned^  to  be 
dvtr^It  dfl,  CO  be  ccmrted,  to  be  purfned  and  ag|(ra- 
Vated^  by  «i  reafonable  creature?  No^  70a  will  fiijl:, 
but  anger  \;^hen  riokntly  provoked,  breaka  out 
tike  rhtfndeff  too  ftiddenly,  t6,  be  chocked..  And 
I  anfiter,  'M  failie»  do  not  prevent  its  agonies. 
Th^y  cdtne  tc^ethef,  and  die  one  ibould  inftaiitl)^ 
ht  a{»plfed  as  ^  cure  fdf  the  oth^.  The  liver  of 
Ma  flienta)  mad  dog  ihould  be  taken  with  die  foon*- 
^(i,  as  in  atitidote  againft  the  poiibnof  his  bite. 

But  fuppofing  the  refentment  fliould  be  kindled 
dflly  by  titl<frs  atfd  mifchki-maker^,  who,  for  ends 
l^fl  kndwn  to  tbemfehres^  have  gpven  the  devil  va- 
cation, And  undertaken  for  him  this  his  moil  enve- 
nomed cMstt  i  U&  confideracion  and  caudoh  will  be 
required  to>  quench  it.  We^  anser  ever  ex6iia- 
Me,  theft  intentionil  brok-ers  ot  naifthief,  of  all 
burtiftn  tfitteftefs,  trould  be*  itantoftjuftifiabLsob- 
jedX|  «nd  ifnd^sd,  of  alt  others,  fooner.  or  later, 
ihev  site  the  Difcfft  2Lpt  m  get  a  feorch  from  the  osrer^ 
boiling  4>f  lj)e  furnai%,  >Mho>aiQ^  dnployed  im-  the 
Itfinagetftent  of  th^  beHowy;  Few  diftiurbances  a.. 
t)fe  itimng  ne(ghbouf»,  which  derive  not  either 
their  original  from  the  invendcni^  t>t  tliegre^ttar  part 
<if  their  inilignity  from  Ac  malicious  ads  df  thefe 
mtdSet^  fVbere  $bir€  is  m  mnd^  the  'fir 6  gpdib 
•«/  (  /tf  Inhere  there  ia  no  ^$^bearery  ibe  firift 
€iafilb.  As  it  iath(!  lilbfler  who  makes  .the  taitier, 
it  fd  imp^ible  to  dctounc  foir  hiaai%er  any  Qther 
traiy,  bue>  by  letting  him  down  in  the  hSt'of  thoie 
fodS)  Who^  iind^tiow  to  eui  out  nni^f  f5r 
^tittolUheJH^  MStaim  a  tyar  mir^c  iheir  «srs  wtth 
^SEkioAs  ^€»ufei9  df  f efehinMnt)  wlsci^  Mankind,  are 
'  B  B  •  j     ^  gro^wn 
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grown  too  fond  of  peace,  juftice,  and  another's  re^ 

putation  truly,  to  fumifh  real  ones. 

In  cafe  however  we  have  unhappily  given  way  (b 
far  to  the  real  or  apparent  motives  of  refentment, 
as  to  fpeak  or  a£t  in  a  vindictive  manner,  and 
this  hath  provoked  our  enemy  to  new  infults  or 
injuries ;  we  oi^ht  to  deduct  all  fuch  injuries, 
fubfequent  to  our  firft  aft  of  revenge,  from 
our  apprehended  caufe  of  quarrel,  and  charge 
it  to  the  account  of  our  own  indifcretion,  pridcp 
and  uncbriftian  turn  of  mind.  The  original  in^- 
jury  done  us  was  probably  but  a  fmall  one; 
this  we  repaid  with  intereft ;  and  that,  our  ad^ 
verfary  hath  retaliated  with  (bmewhat,  in  our  o- 
pinion,  too  grievous  to  be  forgiven.  See  what  a 
fire  is  blown  up  out  of  a  fpark  which  a  finall 
kindnefs,  or  only  a  filent  forgivenefe,  might 
have  quenched.  Suppofing  the  adverfary,  as  here 
I  do,  to  have  begun  the  mifchief,  cbriftianity, 
which  owns  no  diftindtion  between  the  aggreiior 
and  avenger  in  point  of  guilt,  ought,  long  agpi, 
to  have  put  a  ftop  to  its  progreft  by  that  love 
in  every  man  for  every  man,  which  nothing  but 
pafllions,  too  outrageous  for  religion  or  nature  to 
tolerate,  can  everde&ce. 

In  the  laft  place,  we  (hould  do  well  to  confi- 
der,  that  we  have  a  comnK>n  ^nemy,  whoie  per^ 
petual  ftudy  it  is,  to  expunge  from  oqr  minds  the 
beautiful  image  of  God,  who  is  love ;  and  to  cr 
redl^  in  its  ftead,  his  own  hideous  and  horrible 
image,  made  up  of  infernal  hatr.ed  and  malice. 
Our  anger  is  but  his  engine,  vomiting  deftruftion 
at  others,  and  recoilkig  with  a  deadly  force  on 
ouriUves.  Whatelfeis  his  defign,  but  to  da(h 
us,  one  i^inft  another  ^ill  a  miterable  (hipwreck 
is  made  of  peace,  charity,  and  all  our  hopes  ?   To 

this 


AiB  work  he  hallocfs  the  foolifh  pftrtof  mankihdvaa 
idle  people  .do  their  dogs  on  one  another,  for  (port  % 
and,  ib  infinitely  ridiculous  •  it  i^  that  (port  it 
mi^t  be  to  men,  as  well  as  devils,  were  the  ['ill 
effeds  to  end  with  this  life.  In.  the  midftof  your  an- 
ger'at  your  neighbour,  who  does  you  an  injury,  day 
to  coimder  cooiy,  whether  God  mayiiot  be  angty 
with  you  for  your  greater  provocations  ^  and  in  con* 
iequeneeof  that  anger,  may  not  have  let  this  rti^ti 
jooie  upon  you  for  a  punifhment,  or  rather  per^ 
Jiaps'  for  a  trials  whereon  is  to  depend  your  being 
forgiven^  if  you  forgive ;  iand  evien  Weifed,  if  yon 
ble&  Should  this  be  the  cafe,  as^  poffibly  it  niay, 
you  wiU  find,  that  you  youi^felf  ai35  :your  owii  etie^ 
my,  that  you  have  •  been  the*  firft  mover  of'  the 
injury  you  refent,  and  therefore  (houki  refent  \i 
^gahsfl  yourfi^  ia  fear  and  xrerhbling,  not  in  an- 
ger againlbfour  neigbbourv  While  therefore  you 
have  the  teAipter  aid  your-^felf  -to  be  angry  with^ 
and  God  to  ^r^  How  can  you  give  way  t6  refenti 
ment  againit  your  weak  brother^  who  is  only  tfa^  un-^ 
bappy  inltrumeht  of  that  {uflTeritigt  which  yottJiave 
brou^t  upon  yourfeM"  ?  Who,  but  a  fool,  would  ftay 
tioqtiarrel  Withopa  enemy  for  fdme  petty  injury  done 
him  in  hislcharadter  or  fortune  :wh6  had  tod^a) 
with  two  other  enemies  in. an  aCtua(l  attack  upo{> 
\i»  rlife  ?  <     ^, 

f^ving  by  refledkioas  like  tlii^  Sexdrcifed>  firom 
yodr  heart,  the  daemon  of  anger^  it  will  l^e  th% 
aafier  ta(k  to  fill  the  vacancy  with  a  fpirit  of  >$ 
^xisti  nature^  and  infinitely  more  pleafing  to  yourf 
fcK-  ""  '•   • 

' !  If  the  rigour  of  yoar  refentmisnt  iff  relaxi^,  peace 
l^>  noddabt,  uken  itsplace>  aad  is  xkfAif  to 
B  b  4  introduce 
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iEQtmdUte  ^  yotur.  now  mollified  and  unrafHod 
thou^hts^  her  beaatiful  atteadam^  pity.  And  can 
jbi}  sMxj  where,  find  a  more  inoving  objedt  of  your 
pity 9  thaa  that:  m%u  who  h  your  enemy  withoat 
caufe  ?  His  heallh>  proiperky,  and  infoience,  oiay 
im^fe  upon  you,  andpreveac  your  thinking  him 
m6ai»h\t.  But  hatred  vented  ia  iniquity  and  in- 
jury, i&  mifej?y,.  13  a  corrodiiig  diftemper,  that 
fi^mofi  be  ^ured  without  poifen,  that  is  without 
doUg  mifchief^  which  is  poifento  the  (bui  of  tJie 
^oeir.  If  yoii^xapiine.htm  through  the  eye  of  fiiith^ 
which  i^rips  every  diing,  of  its  worldly  di%mies^ 
ya»i.wiU  fee  him  betcayed  by  hia  bad  principletB^ 
tiffn  by  hid  ungovernable  paifiona,'  ^and  tortured 
ipritht  the  ftiogs  ofihis:guilty  coniaence  ^  pofleffisd 
l)y O0OA  $)f  ti»  mbftmalevolcnt and  rabcoroos devils ; 
am  objeftof  God's  indigoafiioh^  and  .made  o?9f^ 
ii  a  woful  ttp^iAiiKt  do  not  fave.  fa^,  to  tnif^ 
mi^  in^nitiAyjA^tc  frightfa}, .  lian  ihofe  he  alivaifcf 
jfe^.: :  Can  youjfec  a  foul  in.  this  cdnfttion^^d^' 
out  f^iy  i  llyou.  can;  you  woidd  ndt  be  gtitm- 
fid:  to  ^Q  hirb.in  the  foMtocmsjof.  heU.  You  (^«. 
I^ej!  iitid  good  .reafesi*  Yet  your  enemy  a^ual^ 
iuf&r^:  a^  ihare  of  thofe  tonxmts,  and  is.taoften- 
)ng  to  ai  full  iQ0n;»fdecioh  of  them; .  Doe^  it  :not 
eneveafeyonripityf  now  that  you  are  no  longeir-MN* 
gry,  and  add  the  compailionate  fears  of  a  man  aad 
tChriftjto^.tathiUBv  that  you,  tbou^  innjocent^  are 
iiiDhafrpily  thot  option  of  all  tHis.^  That  Audder 
you  feel  at  the  mentioii  of  his  being' damned  :<» 
your  acooumv  (howa^  you,  all  abng,  lovoed  him^ 
and  wanted  only  your  compaffion  to  roufe  ythit 
iMpMinity  «idiafie£bon^  What  cant  yDwencm}»  do 
fo  ydui  He  CMiOjJf  killyna-  i^^  dnd  pfobaM^ 
3'   Lvft  .  wi(hes 
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wffhes  nottD  be  fo  cruel  ^  but  if  he  does,  with 
the  weaf)on  he  aims  at  that,  he  tuns  htmfelf 
thtough  the  foul  ?  for  the  point  nest  himfelf  is 
infinitely  more  (faarj>  and  deadly,  thaiv  that  which 
he  turi^s  on  you.  If  he  id,  in  other  refpedts,  a 
good  man,  how  does  your  heart  melt  fat  him! 
and  how  does  it  frennble,  in  cafe  the  reft  of  his 
bdiarieur  is  of  a  piece  with  his  treatment  of  you ! 

Allow  him  howevei?  fome  abateittent  of  the  in- 
jury  done  you  on  aecoi»nt  of  ignorance,  of  the 
ftrong  appearances  Cff  provocation  on  your  part, 
and  of  thofe  weaknefles  in  him,  and  all  med, 
which  you  find,  and  lament,  in  yourfelf.  He  is 
not  fsM  enemy,  but  becatdfe  he  ii  jull  fuch  an 
cm  as  you  are. 

Having  by  this  allowance,  which  you  muft 
foitiedmea  claim,  ad^  wdtas  give,  encreafed  youf 
good-natured  concern  for  him;  proceed  ne^t  td 
ftrip  ydurfelf  of  the  prejudices  and  bad  bpii^ionfi 
ef  hinn^  whicb  you  entertained  in  the  timeof  yout 
bee.  n^&ntKneM.  Q'o  further  ftill^  and  do  juftiee 
ill  ^  your  own  bread:  to  his  good  q^aKties^  for  whd 
is  to  bad;  as  to  have  tiom  ?  Perhapei  he  1^  thii 
ififtatice  only  excepted,  a  good  and  amiable  man. 
ft  may  be,  he  wa«  formierly  your  frieftd,  ftay,  in 
fente  degree  yo«ir  beaefaftor.  Hfou  are  not  verf 
unfeafonobte,  yoa  will  liften  to  the  good  things* 
odmri  fey  of  him,  and  if  yo«  are  not  extrcamly 
fortiaV  yoii  will  by  viO  oteans  jud^  of  the  whole 
inm'  bf  dtat  pan  ctf*  his  condutlt,  which  relatea 
on^  »  yourfclf.  You  wiB  not  fuffer  it  to  be 
faiOy  tfaiit  yoa  have  a  memory  oAfy  for  itiifehieC 


But 
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But  though  he  (hould  not  have  been  hereto^ 
fore  at  any  time  your  friend,  perhaps  hereafter  he 
may,  by  receiving  good  only  at  your  hands,  for 
evil,  and  kindnete  for  miftaken  hatred,  become 
the  moft  zealous  and  ufeful  of  all  your  friends. 
We  have  inftances  of  converted  enemies,  who 
have  loved  in  proportion  to  their  former  hatred, 
and  to  the  generofity,  which  made  the  change. 
Our  Saviour  hath  obferved,  that  be  bis  apt  to 
hve  mofij  wbp  batb  been  pardoned  mqfi;  and  he 
means,  when  there  is  natural  goodnefs  of  tern* 
per  to  work  on.  The  paifionate,  through  an  cx» 
traordinary  redundance  of  warmth,  are  ufually 
the  mod  injurious,  and  as  ufually  the  moft  ge- 
nerous. It  is  worth  your  while  to  fuppofe  your 
enemy  to  be  of  this  caft,  at  leaft  for  fometime, 
till  you  can  make  an  experiment  oh  him,  whether 
or  no,  the  furnace  of  your  charity  and  love  may 
not  melt  him  down  into  gratitude  and  afife&ion 
for  you.  Heap  tbe  coals  on  bis  bead^  and  try  him 
in  that  heavenly  fire  which  God  hath  kindled  up 
in  your  heart  by  the  beft  of  all  religions.  On 
this  diari  table,  perhaps  highly  rational  foppoG* 
tion,  you  may  entertain  a  certain  degree  of  re- 
gard for  him,  or  at  leaft  for  what  he  may 
be.  Do  him  the  juftice,  that  a  ftatuary  does 
to  a  block  of  marble,  wherein,  rude  and  milha- 
pen  as  it  is,  he  fees  the  figure  of  an  angel,  and 
adtually  brings  it  out,  but  not  without  great 
labour,  and  the  touches  of  a  very  delicate  hand 
in  paring  away  the  rugged  and  fuperfluous 
parts,  thofe  parts,  which  might,  at  firft,  have 
hurt  him,  when  he  began  to  roll  the  unwieldly 
raafs. 

As 
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As  you  have  ceafed  to  refent,  and  began  to 
pity,  thcfe  two  further  fteps  may  help  to  im- 
prove that  pity  into  fome  low  degree  of  eftecm 
and  affedtion. 

This  afiedion  may  be  carried  a  little  further 
by  confidering  your  enemy  as  the  inftrument  of 
providence,  wherewith  the  great  interefts  of  your 
foul,  and  the  folid  glory  you  aim  at,  are  more 
efFe£hially  promoted,  than  they  can  be  by  all 
the  kindnefs  of  your  friends.  Neither  your  own 
eftimate  of  yourfelf,  which  may  be  a  little  too 
favourable;  nor  the  reproofs  of  your  friend, 
which,  through  a  tendernefs  too  common,  may 
touch  but  the  furface  of  your  faults,  will  teach 
you  fo  well  how  to  judge  of  your  own  infirmi- 
ties, as  the  cenfures  of  an  enemy,  who  will  not 
fpare,  who  will  not  fail  to  fearch  every  open  you 
give  him  to  the  quick.  It  is  high  time  for  you  to 
watch  (harply  over  your  own  condudt,  when  you 
know,  the  eye  of  malice  is  upon  you,  wiihing 
for  an  opportunity  to  take  advantage,  and  at 
once,  to  rejoice  over  you,  and  magnify  itftlf  agait^ 
you.  But,  what  is  more  than  all  this,  it  is  your 
enemy  only,  who  can  put  it  in  your  power  to  for* 
give,  to  reward  hatred  with  love,  to  do  good  for 
evil,  and  fo  to  wipe  out  the  dreadful  fcore  that « 
is  againft  you  in  the  book  of  God. 

Although  therefore  he  is  far  from  intending  you 
any  kindnefs,  yet  as  he  is  become  your  watch- 
roan,  your  monitor,  and,  if  you  do  not  yourfelf  ^ 
hinder  him,  the  greateft  pronjoter,  among  jnen,  '* 
I  mean,  and  that  at  his  own  expence,  of  the 
Dobleft  Chriftian  graces  in  your  mind,  and  con- 
fequently  of  your  eternal   happinefs  and    glory; 

you 
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you  ought  to  confider  him  in  the  tight  df  ^  ifivo- 
funtary  bcnefadlor,  as  the  ftep  ntat  heaven  iti 
Jacob's  ladder ;  and  while,  in  a  ttiumph  of  Joy, 
you  prepare  to  fet  your  foot  on  it,  fliould  kifs  it  ^ 
ia  martyr  does  his  ftake,and  pour  fh^  Overflowings 
of  the  love  you  owe  to  God,  on  this  effedtual, 
though  unhappy,  medium  of  approach  to  hiiti. 

Confider  again,  if  God  created,  and  Chrift  died 
for,  and  United  your  enemy  to  himfelf,  a^  welf  as 
you,  whether  you  can  call  yourfelf  A  ehriftian,  tWi 
your  love  of  Chrift  extends  itfclf  to  this  his  ftiem- 
ber.  Do  you  hope,  that  the  rJghteoUfnefi  of  Chtift 
ihould  atone  to  cfivinc  juftice  for  your  tfanfgref- 
fions,  and  make  you  an  objefl  of  love  to  God, 
if  you  will  not  allow  that  righteoufnefs  to  atone 
with  you  for  the  tran%reflrions  of  your  brother, 
and  make  him  an  objedl  of  your  love  ?^  la  he  not 
a  member  of  Chrift?  Can  you  love  the  head, 
txid  not  love  the  members  a!(b  ?  Ate  not  you, 
your  enemy,  and  we  all,  one  bodf  of  Ctriftf  Is  it 
not  love  alone  that  unites  us  ?  Love  to  the  head 
and  the  whole  body  ?  And  if  it  is,  is  not  he  cut 
off  from  that  body,  who  hath  not  this  love?  If 
no  other  argument  can  prevail  on  you  to  lovcyout 
enemy,  love  him  for  the  fake  of  Chrift,  in  whofe 
unbounded  love  to  you  both,  al!  fenfe  of  his  un- 
kindneis  ought  to  M^  loft ;  and  in  its  place,  the 
fweet,  the  tender,  the  loving  fpirit  of  Chrift 
kindled  up  within  yotl  towards  thi^  invader  of 
tirhat  t  Why,  of  that  property  yoti  hold  Only  by 
permilfon ;  or  of  that  honour  you  hive  no  real 
title  tp;  or  of  that  life  no  conftitittional  health 
can  cnfure  you  for  a  fingle  nwment.  '  If  the 
commands,  if  the  merits  of  Oi^tft,  weigh 
mote    with   you,     than    the    injuries   of     men, 

you 
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you  will  forgive,  you  will  pity,  you  will  love  yow 
enemy,  whom  that  bleffed  redeemer  is  yet  per<- 
haps  ready  to  receire,  in  cafe  you  will  graht  hi^ 
pardon,  admit  him  to  your  heart,  and  aflSbrd  bi^ 
weakneft  that  aiTiftance^  which  no  other  mortai 
hath  it  in  his  power  to  in)part.  Does  the  Sa* 
viour  of  man;  and  the  Son  of  God,  wait  for  this 
Hep  in  you  ?  And  can  you  delay  a  iingle  vaty 
ment  to  make  it  ?  No,  you  have  pronounce  the 
pardon  of  your  fellow-creature  and  fcllow-chril^ 
tian,  and  having  thus  pad:  a  compaflionate  fentence 
on  him,  have,  in  the  fight  of  infinite  mercy  con* 
firmed  the  lame  fentence  on  yourfelf. 

After  having  gone  fo  far,  you  will  be  ready 
to  hear  and  obey  the  further  directions  of  Chriil:^ 
which  cannot  be  too  difficult  for  virtue,  fo  truly 
noble  as  yours.  Jf  tby  brother  Jball  trefpafs  agah^ 
tbecj  FO  and  teU  bim  bis  fault  between  tbee  and 
bim  mne^^  if  be  Jball  bear  tbee^  tbou  baft  gained  tby 
brotber.  But  if  be  will  not  bear  tbee^  tben  take  wiik 
tbee  one  or  two  morCy  that  in  tbe  mouth  of  two  or  three 
witn^es  every  word  may  be  ^ablifbed.  And  if  be 
Jball  negU£l  to  bear  tbem^  teU  it  unto  tbe  churchy  but 
if  be  negk£l  to  bear  tbe  cburcb^  let  bim  be  unto  tbee  as 
an  heathen  man  and  a  publican. 

Him,  whom  you  call  your  enemy  Chrift,  calls  your 
brother,  and  defires  you  to  go  to  him  in  the  af- 
feftionate  fpirit  of  a  brother,  in  order  to  a  goodr 
humoured  examination  of  his  bdiaviour  to  you* 
Look  up  therefore  to  the  command  and  example 
of  Chrift.  Pitch  your  ibul  far  above  thelmle 
pride  of  ceremony.  Wait  not  a  monient  for 
forms,  nor  for  the  firft  ftep  on  your  adveriarics 
part,  who,  poor  man !  i$  too  weak  to  make  ^ny ; 
but  arcDed  with  an  abftinate  reibltttioa  to  over^ 
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come  evil  with  good^  and  to  perform   what  your 
bleflcd  mafter  commands,  fly  to  him  in   thcfpi- 
rit  of  chriftian   humility  and  meeknefs ;  tender- 
ly, patiently  expoftulate  with  him  on  the  grounds 
of  his  difpleafure  and   its  effects.     Raiher  plead 
your  own    innocence,  than    harftily  infill  on   his 
hatred  or  injuftice ;   convince  him  by  the  moft 
Iblemn  proteftations  of  your  readinefs  to  do  him 
every  good  office  in  your   power,  and  that  you 
have  no  earthly  intereft,  no  point,  but  peace  and 
love,  in   view.     The  talk  afligned  you  is,  I  own, 
no  eafy  one.     But  furely  it  is  as  pleafant,  as  it 
is  difficult.     If  your    refolution  (hould    begin  to 
fta^er,    think  of  that   pleafure,  and  remember, 
you  have  already   (b  far  conquered  your  pride  and 
paliion,  as  to  pity  and  love  your  adverfary.     Re- 
member the  glorious  purpofe  of  your  overture.   Re- 
member, you  go  in  the  name,  at  the  command, 
and  by  the  example,  of  Chrift.     Remember,  you 
are  the  hero  and   champion   of  his  caufe  againft 
that  of  perverfenefs  and  malice ;  and  going  not 
to  a  ball,  but  a  battle,  wherein  humility  is  to  en- 
counter with  pride,  and  a  fteady  gentlenefs  with 
perhaps  outrageous  fallies  of  brutality.     Remem- 
bet  the  more  he  chafes,  the  more  he  hardens  him- 
iielf  againft    reafon,   the  more  glorious    will    be 
your  vidtory  over  him,  or  at  leaft  over  yourfel^ 
and  the  common  enemy  of  you  both,   in  cafe  you 
a6k  up  to  the  dignity  of  the  chriftian  charadter. 
Let  no  fury  nor  fiercenefs  of  his  (hake  your  re- 
folutions,  nor  drive  thefe  confiderations  for  a  mo- 
ment, from  your  view.     Arm  your  foul  with  pa- 
tience, with  pity,  with  love  -,  fummon   all  the  vi- 
gour of  your  religion  to  your  affiftance.    Receive 
every  unkind  thing  he  fays,  on  the  woolpack  of 
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a  ibft  anfwer^  which  may  turn  away  or  deaden 
his  wrath,  though  coming  from  his,  as  from  the 
mouth  of  a  cannon.  Let  your  pity  and  love 
fpread  themfelves  over  your  face  in  tender  looks, 
and  infufe  honey  into  all  your  words,  A  carriage 
io  foothing,  managed  with  proper  addre(s  in  giv- 
ing way;  or  bearing  up,  as  occafion  points  your 
courfe,  is  too  much  to  be  refiiled  by  any  one, 
not  ablblutely  loft  to  nature. 

If  you  purfue  your  purpofe  with  perfcverence, 
as  one  who  loves,  and  not  as  one  who  undertakes 
a  talk  ;  and  if  you  pray  earneftly  to  God  for  his 
aififtance,  you  will  probably  gain  your  brother, 
not  only  to  yourfelf,  but  to  God  ;  or,  in  cale  you 
do  not,  one  thing  you  cannot  fail  of,  and  that  is, 
God's  high  approbation  of  your  great  attempt. 
It  may  be  reafonably  queftifoned,  whether  his  all- 
feeing  eye  beholds  any  thing  in  this  world  fo  plea- 
ting to  him. 

But  if  all  this  (hould  prove  ineiieAual,  and,  as 
our  Saviour  faith>  your  poor  obftinate  Brother  will 
not  hear  you,  then  take  with  you  one  or  two  more 
of  tbofe  common  friends,  whom  he  moft  regards, 
and  try  whether  he  will  hear  that  reaibn,  and 
thofe  expreflions  of  your  k>ve,  from  them,  which 
he  is  fo  deaf  to  in  your  mouth.  Thefe  men^ 
though  no  orators,  will  fay  more  in  three  words, 
than  you,  had  you  the  tongue  of  an  angel,  can  do 
in  ten  thoufand.  Every  thing  however  that  pafles 
between  you,  being  evidenced  and  eftabliftied  by 
the  report  of  thefe  friends,  as  competent  wttnefles, 
will,  at  worft,  juftify  your  charadter,  and  give  you 
all  the  advantage  you  can  defire  in  the  next  ftep  to 
be  made,  if  this  proves  unfuccefsful,  which  is» 

To 
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To  teB  ft  ¥9ft$  tb^  ehnrcb^  an4  fi>  \p^v%  it  vitb 
^fe  who&  oilice  it  is  to  imimrt  or  r^fuib  iba 
communion  of  Chrtft  and  his  body.  But  m  i:aiEir 
bejbfdl  nfgfffl  to  bf^r  the  churchy  and  (hall  defpiiir 
the  interpofition  of  Chrift  and  his  members  \  thcQ 
kt  bim  be  untQ  (bee  as  an  be^fben  tmm  and  a  piblUan^ 
as  one  with  whom  you  ctin,  oo  looger,  We  any 
brodierlyor  cbriftian  ipteroourfe  Neverthdcft, 
after  all,  you  are  not  flowed  to  challeiige  him 
into  the  field.  You  mjiy  ftun,  but  not  fbpot 
hiai,  for  you  are  not  at  liberty  tp  put  every  bea*- 
th^  or  publican  to  death,  wheriever  you  can  fin4 
him. 

SuppoTing  however,  that  in  any  of  tbefe  fteps 
you  do  go  boo^  to  his  heart  and  prevail,  which  it 
is  moft  highly  probable  you  will,  the  love  of  him, 
which  you  could  not,  ^'^  thie,  perfe^y  bring 
your  heart  to,  will  sow  be  the  pleafing  confer 
quence.  Your  enemy  will  henceforward  be  your 
fjriend  i  and  M  it  wa^,  in  fotpe  meafure,  gpodnefe 
of  he^rt  in  him,  not  unlike  your  own,  tb$t  woq 
him»  ope  of  your  mofl;  faithiftil  aod  a^e^ion^te 
firiends.  Th9X  isan,  yrfapm  lately  you  couki 
hardly  .h«lp  repr^feottipe  tp  yourfelf  n  a  rao^fler, 
i^  iiow  a  good  n^^n,  wA  Ipve^  you  a$  be  doep  his 
own  life.  Mark  the  fudged  r^dnefs  oa  hia  face  \ 
x^t  eager  iOhakipg  of  \i%  ancos !  when  he  runs  to 
embrace  you.  Did  you  ever  tiafte  fuch  pleaiure  f 
Indulge  it  in  another,  ^nd  a  yet  more  afibfting 
light  Your  poor  ChriflAMi  brother,  who  was, 
ibme  bourjB  agp,  in  tbe  gaU  of  bitternefs^  m  tbe 
bond  of  miffiity^  in  the  jaw^  of  the  great  devourer, 
19  now  fet  ai  libearty*  is  now  jr<^-united  to  Chrift  and 
you,  and  that  by  an  a£t  of  yours,  (p  truly  gloripw 
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in  itfelf,  (b  exquifitely  fweet  on  refledtion  to  your 
good-natured  heart,  and  what  is  ftill  more,  id 
hngularly  acceptable  to  the  God  of  peace  and 
love,  that  we  may  fafely  pronounce  you  a  greater 
conqueror  than  Qe&r,  and  an  happy  man ;  for  by 
one  high  efibrt  of  goodnefs  you  have  wiped  out 
the  account  of  all  your  fins,  and  &ved  the  foul  of 
your  brother  alive,  for  which  all  good  men  love 
you^  for  which  God  loves  you,  for  which  heaven 
rings  with  a  loud  hallelujah. 

Is  revenge  ib  fweet?  The  rage,  with  which  one  at 
enmity  with  his  brother,  turns  on  the  aflailant  of 
that  brother ;  and  the  warm  embrace,  with  which 
they  meet  in  foreign  countries  who  hated  each  other 
at  home ;  (hew,  that  a  confiderable  degree  of  love 
may  lie  a  long  time  dormant  under  a  quarrel,  and 
concealed  even  from  the  heart  it  warms.  It  is  this 
which  breaks  forth  in  fach  tears  of  tendernefe,  and 
tranfports  of  joy,  on  a  thorough  reconciliation  of 
well-hearted  enemies,  as  no  enjoyment  of  our 
neareft  relations,  or  moft  belovedi  friends,  can 
produce. 

And  are  we  not  all  brothers^  alljlrangers  and  pil* 
grims  in  this  world  ?  Why  then  do  we  not  fight 
for  one  another  againft  the  common  enemy  ? 
Why  do  we  not  fly  into  each  other's  arms,  on  the 
firft  refledlion  after  a  quarrel  ?  Can  a  mere  acci- 
dent of  feeing  a  brother  aflaulted,  or  of  meeting 
our  adver(ary  in  a  diftant  country,  as  if  our  love 
and  hatred  were  only  local,  do  more  than  the 
love  of  Chrift,  than  obedience  to  his  law,  than 
the  whole  of  our  religion,  in  the  breaft  of  a 
chriftian  ?  of  a  chriftian  who  owns,  that  every  o- 
ther  chriftian  is  by  nature  btme  of  bis  bone^  and 
jkjb  of  bis  flejb ;  and  by  the  baptifm,  jjje  gofpel, 
the  charity  ot  Chrift,  foul  of  his  foul,^  and  fpirit 
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of  his  fpirit?  Oh'  it  is  too  (hamefol  a  reproach 
to  our  {MTOfeifioDs,  and  to  the  name  we  barrow 
ftom  the  moft  benevolent  of  dl  beings  to  be  en* 
dured  fo  much  as  in  thought  Let  us  renounce 
chriftianity^  before  we  begin  to  hal^  or  ceafe  to^ 
love  a  chriftian. 

O  good  God,  the  God  of  peace  and  love^  teach 
us,  we  befeech  thee,  to  know,  that  thy  fpeak- 
ine  peace  to  us,  and  receiving  us  as  thy 
beloved  children  at  the  laft  day,  depends  on 
our  fpeaking  peace  and  ftewing  love  to  one 
another,  as  our  brethren^  Teadi  both  our 
underftandings  and  hearts  diis  lovely,  ttns 
important  le&n,  for  the  fake  of  Chrift  Jefus^ 
the  mediator  of  our  peace,  with  thee;  to 
whora^  in  the  unity  of  the  ever  Uefled  and 
glorious  Trinity,  be  all  mig^t,  majefty,  dig- 
nity, and  dominion,  now,.  iukL  for  evermoie^ 
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road. 
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^jQUT  light  fo  Jbim  hj^frt  mpn^  thai  ib^  ^fif 
ycmr  good  ww,  and  gfor^y  your  faikj^r  ?phicb  if 
fnbeav^*  .  "  ! 


TO  ^ h)S ^iifcipks . t;1|ir<;)Ug^QUt jjl ^ge^  s^(^ 
'c;^u^ri^         pur  jbleljpd  mfU'l;ar  AcJ.ixer 
this  iimx^tablc  fiuTOon,  ^ora  whence  ^ht 
words,  repeated  to  you,  are  taken.     If  this  par- 
.ticular  precept  was  more  efpecially  intended  for 
C  c  ;i  the 
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the  future  preachers  of  the  gofpel  (as  yet  there 
were  none  fuch  appointed)  the  &nie  may  be  faid  of 
all  his  other  general  precepts,  wherein  the  hear- 
ers are  not  qcprefly  diflinguifheid  from  their  teach«- 
era  All  are  to  repent^  to  bring  forth  fruit  meet  for 
repentance^  to  believe^  to  baoe  charity^  to  be  poor  in 
Spirit y  to  be  meek  and  merciful^  to  be  peace-nuJurs^  to 
be  pure  in  hearty  to  buffer  and  tbirft  after  rigbteouf- 
nefs ;  but  the  clergy  more  than  others.  It  is  true 
o\  all  chriftians,  that  tbej  are  the  fait  of  the  earib^ 
and  the  light  of  the  world  •y  but  it  is,  no  doubt; 
with  reafon  expeded,  that  they,  from  whom  this 
ialt  and  light  are  to  be  received  by  others,  (houid 
i>e  higher  feaibned,  and  more  thoroughly  illumi- 
nated, than  the  generality  of  thofe  they  preach 
to. 

The  &me,  in  a  great  meafure,  is  to  be  ezpeded 
from  all  thofe,  who,  though  not  called  to  the  mi* 
Biftry,  have  had  the  advantage  of  a  liberal  educa^ 
tioD,  have  been  entrufted  with  the  diftinguilhed 
talents  of  much  knowledge,  large  fortunes,  and 
high  (tations  in  the  world  ^  and  by  providence^ 
the  proprietor  of  all  the(e,  called  to  be  his  ftew- 
ards,  and  the  governors,  leaders,  and  patterns  of 
mankind  Nay,  the  precept  extends  itfelf  down 
to  the  loweft  ranks  of  chriftians,  to  the  mailer 
who  works  on  a  loom,  to  the  fsither  who  labours 
with  a  fpade,  to  every  the  pooreft  and  moft  illi- 
terate chriftian,  on  whom  the  light  ci  the  goipel 
hath  (hone,  aldiou^  throu^  the  darkeft  cloud ; 
for  even  thefe  may  let  an  unbeliever  lee,  how 
much  more  may  be  done  by  a  litde  faitb^  than  by 
all  the  vain  philoibphy  of  this  world. 

As 
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As  to  the  fenfe  of  the  precept,  it  is  plainly 
this.  Let  all  your  difcourfes,  conver&tions,  wri- 
tings, carry  with  them  a  portion  of  the  light  you 
have  received.  Let  them  be  fealbned  by  the  fpirit, 
enlivened  by  the  warmth,  and  brightened  by  the 
beams,  of  Qfri/i  who  is  your  light.  Do  not  oftenta- 
tioufly  fet  off  this  light,  but  give  it  leave  to  fparkie, 
as  through  an  heart  of  pureft  cryftal  in  the  eyes  of 
all  your  acquaintances,  that  by  it  they  may  fee 
what  you  are  within,  and  comparing  your  out- 
ward actions  or  works,  with  the  light  or  doctrine, 
that  breaks  forth  with  fo  much  luftre  from  your 
wdl-inftru£ted  mind,  may  perceive  a  clofe  con- 
formity between  them.  The  effeft  of  this  will 
be,  that  pleafed  with  a  heart  fo  purified,  fb  re. 
lined  by  the  fpirit  of  God ;  and  edified  by  a  life 
£>  juftly  regulated  according  to  his  holy  will,  they 
muft  love  you,  adore  your  heavenly  father,  who 
hath  begotten  you  in  his  own  likenefs,  and  re- 
felve  to  follow  you,  both  in  principle  and  prafkice^ 
to  that  glorious  fun,  whofe  rays  you  drink  in 
<aiid  tmnsfufe  into  flowers  6f  a  ravilhing  fcent  mA 
hue,  and  fruits  of  a  mofl  delicious  tafte,  fruits 
from  the  tree  of  life. 

You  fee  now  in  the  (^nie  of  this  incomparable 
precept,  wh^t  good  you  may  do  to  mankind, 
what  fervice  and  glory  you  may  render  to  God^ 
without  fl:epping  an  hair's  breadth  out  of  your 
own  way,  or  fo  much  as  intending  any  thing  but 
your  duty,  and  the  purfuit  of  your  own  happi- 
nefs.  I 

Great  as  the  force  or  beauty  of  fuch  an*eicam- 
pie  is  in  itfe'tf,  it  will  be  doubled,  when  compared 
with  that  of  him  who  walketb  in  darknefsy  ^foofe 

life 


\\(%  at  beft,  is  giveo  up  to  folly^  but  gen^r^Uy  to 
£q  even  t  faixture.of  tfai^  and  wtcjc^^nefs,  as 
makes  it  impoffiblc  to  juci^^  whether  be  calcu- 
lates wxjrfe  for  time  or  etjernity^  and  whechea:  he  is 
more  to  be  pitied  for  a  mad  felf^ijurder  of  his 
<?wn  unhappy  foui,  or  abhorred  for  the  bavock  he 
makes  every  where  about  him  aaiODg.the  mifera- 
ble  partners  of  his  crimes,  and  the  defpicuible  copi- 
ers of  his  ^tcefles.  He  fo  fpreads  hip  darkneis  be- 
fore, and  wer  other  i»en,  that  they  oannoc  fee 
his  bad  works,  or  if  they  do,  fee  idaxm  omy  in 
iwAk  a  difguife^  as  procures  an  imilaiAQO*  and 
ferves  to  pleafe  mii  ^orif^  theid:  CQmnidD  fadaer 
wfhich  is  inhcU.  Foul  as  tins  original  ia»  it  is  ot 
lenef  ccfpibd* .  dian  thc:fairer  one  of  piety  and  vir- 
tue,, becqyfe  every  cjumfy  bui^br  i»n  daub  a 
liken^fs  of  vice,  which  is  in  it&lf  a  caricMura^ 
buc  tp  bit  off  a  jvift  r^fembknce  tp  the  beauty  of 
hoh'tefa,  as  ^cemplified  in  the  lifci  $1^  a  genoi&c 
f^biNftian,  a  judicious  and  fteady  execution  ia  re- 
fq^ired.  4s  a  good  and  had  life  jire. built  on  vei^^ 
j^iSttmt  fauAdattons^  l^his  on  z  c^rnif^  iXiature, 
^fidth^t,  onprijgiciples  of.tcue  rdigioti^  b  l^ey 
-work,  by  way  of  epcample,.  with  nviftrpoiwer  on 
fdiltdis .  i^tt  «  like  turn  to  .  ditffe  from  .i^noe  they 
are  ^Originally  di^yed.  Where  jpifincipic  ha4i 
jBak^n  ;plar(e,  good  examjpks;  fwbece.!Ci«^n4)i:iQn 
prevails,  bftdooes,  ib-iketii  wiih.^ihnqft/iridiftfUe 
forte,  Thar  efiicacy^  however  is  not.  jnponfiderar 
blp^  ^\m  exerted  .die  donliiary  utoy*.  .\<jdDd  ex- 
amples, if  fufficiently  numerous  and  illuftrioisis 
ff^c^vHily  make  converts  aomog  i^^mofl:.4ege- 
Rerace  (laves  to  vice:;  aad  bad ^exan^ttoiftill move 
freqveDtly  AveipQwertbe:>priKipl08l(^.rdi|(ion  in 

good 


Tie  good  Few  require  htt  a  narrow  road,     ^i 

good  inindfe^  and  feduce  them  firil  to  a  defire  of 
rafting  the  forbidden  fruity  and  then  of  making  a 
nieal  on  it  every  day. 

It  is  in  this  laft  light,  that  exantiple  fbould  be 
confidered^  as  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  confequence. 
Did  examine  go  no  further^  than  to  make  good 
m^n  better,  and  bad  men  worfe,  this  alone  would 
be  enough. to  give  it  a  very  high  degree  of  im« 
portance.  But  when  its  power  is  found  to  be  (b 
great,  as  to  change  the  natures,  or  fiifle  the  prin^ 
ciples  of  men,  it  muft  furely  merit  the  clofeft 
attention  of  every  th'mking  mind,  efpecially  as  e- 
Tery  one  is  more  or  lefs  exemplary,  whether  he 
intends  it  or  not,  and  therefore  more  accountable 
by  far  for  what  others  (hall  think  of  him,-  than 
moA  men  are  willing  to  ccmceive.  All  men  are 
naturally  weak,  and  (land  perpetually  in  need 
either  of  forbearance  or  afliftance  from  other  men. 
Each  therefore  is  anfwerable  for  all  the  good  he 
tnight  have  done  to  others,  and  did  not  ^  and  for 
all  die  mif<:hief  he  h^th  done  them,  Svhen  it  was 
in  his  power  to  avoid  it,  wbedier  he  intended 
them  any  injury  or  not.  Now,  if  a  nan  may 
do  a  great  deal  of  good  or  hurt  to  others  by  his 
example^  which  experience  (hews  us,  he  may,  as 
well  as  by  his  tongue  dr  hands-,  lb  far  as  the 
opinions  conceived  of  him  by. bis  neighbours  are 
founded  on  his  real  conduct,  fo  far  is  be  accounta- 
ble for  thofe  opinions.  If  a  man  is  weak  in  giv- 
ing way  to  a  bad  example,  fb  is  he  likewife  in  not 
having  a  ikin  tougjh  and  hard  enough  to  defend  htm 
from  the  puih  of  a  (word,  or  the  inYpreflfion  of  a  bul- 
let ;  and  he  that  careldsly  (hoots  him  might  as 
well  blame  him  for  being  vulnerable,  as  he  that 
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feduces  him  by  a  bad  example,  for  not  being  pioof 
againft  its  infedtion.  Nay,  he  who  does  not  en^ 
courage  the  virtue  of  his  neighbours  by  a  good 
example,  (hould  be  clafled  with  him  who  rehiles 
them  a  little  food  without  which  he  knows  they 
mud  ilarve. 

None,  but  fuch  as  are  unacquainted  with  hu- 
man nature  in  regard  to  its  furprifing  proneneis  to 
imitation,  will  think  I  overftrain  the  importance  of 
an  example,  either  as  to  his  duty  who  fets,  or 
his  virtue  who  is  afFeded  by  it.  Imitation,  in  ma- 
ny inilances,  perhaps  in  all,  to  a  certain  degree, 
is  .mechanical  and  involuntary,  as  may  appear  by 
the  propagation  of  a  yawn,  by  the  eflfedts  of  ima- 

g 'nation  in  pregnant  women,  by  the  fimilitude  of 
ces  obfervable  in  people  of  the  fame  nation^ 
and  by  the  likened  we  infenfibly  contradt  to 
thofe  we  live  and  converfemuch  with,  tnlooka^ 
geftures  and  accents.  There  are  not  a  few  of  us^ 
who  like  the  mimick  bird,  that,  without  any 
note  of  its  own,  fings  or  chatters  only  what  tt 
hears  from  others,  teem  to  have  fcarcely  any  pe- 
culiar properties,  but,  as  it  were,  to  borrow 
themfelves  from  thofe  of  one  knows  not  how  ma^ 
ny  contributors^  Thefe  breathing  .pictures,  or 
walking  ftatues,  would  be  faints,  if  they  con- 
verfed  with  fiiints ;  and  would  deferve  nothing  but 
the  gallows,  were  they  to  fpend  their  days  with 
profligates.  If  there  is  in  our  nature  fo  ftrong 
an  inclination  to  mimickry,  when  we  don't  at  all 
intend  it,  that  inclination  muft,  no  doubt,  work 
with  double  force,  as  often  as,  through  vanity  or 
a  defirc  of  excelling,  we  fet  ourfelves  to  copy 
what  we  admire  in  others. 

But 
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But  whether  our  difpofition  to  imitation  is  merely 
mechanical,*  as  it  is  in  that  awkwardneis  we  cannot 
help  contracting  in  a  long  acquaintance  and  familiarity 
with  people  of  no  breeding  i  or  intended,  as  in  that 
genteel  and  eafy  carriage,  which  we  endeavotir  to 
learn  by  accommodating  ourfelves  to  the  air  and  man-  , 
ner  of  the  polite,  it  is  certab,  all  imitation  begins  in 
the  mind,  and  works  with  the  greateft  force,  when  a 
morally  good  or  evil  aftion  is  copied,  becaufe,  Mn  this 
cafe,  either  the  infinite  motive  of  religion  on  the  one 
fide,  or  the  moft  vblent  of  our  paffions  on  the  other, 
lend  their  ftrength,  as  that  of  £0  many  additional 
(prings,  to  the  power  of  imitation. 

The  habits  cf  individpals,  and  the  cuftoms  or  fisilh- 
ions  that  prevail  in,  and  charaderiie  whole  nations, 
are  all  the  efFedl  of  example,  be  it  wifdom  or  folly, 
virtue  or  vice,  defign  or  whim,  that  gave  birth  to 
that  example  in  the  firfl:  fetters.  A  man  hath,  in  a^^ 
manner,  his  whole  conduft  prefcribed  to  him  by  pre-* 
cedents,  fet  him,  either  in  his  former  adions,  or  in 
thofe  of  his  acquaintances,  eipecially  the  moft  emi«* 
nent.  Perhaps  I  might  fafel3/^&y,  the  world  is  not  fb 
much  governed  by  religion,  laws,  kings,  and  other 
magiftrates,  as  by  the  uoiverfal  correfpondence  kept 
up  between  the  examples  of  the  great,  which  foon- 
grow  into  fafliions  among  the  many,  and  the  imita- 
tive difbofition,  lo  deeply  rooted  in  all.  Hence  arifes 
that  diftindion  between  the  inhabitants  of  two  diffe- 
rent countries  in  the  fame  climate ;  the  one  frugal, 
the  other  luxurious ;  the  one  polite,  the  other  barba- 
rous i  the  one  brave,  the  othuer  daflardly ;  which  is 
called  the  national  charadter.  ff^e  are  members  one  of^ 
mother  \Ti  2k  cm\^  as  well  as  in  a  religious  fenfe;  lb  that, 
like  blood,  the  produce  of  our  foc^  in  the  natural  bo- 
dy, cuftom  tlie  efFed  of  examples,  circulates.t^rough 
all  the  parts  of  the  fpiritualand  political,  imparting  the 
qualities  of  the  whole  to  each  limb,  and  of  each  limb, 
to  the  whole ;  till  all  is  aifimilated  and  fettled  into  one 
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general  habit,  either  found  or  diftempered,  according 
to  the  tendency  of  the  examples  that  prevail. 

Though  escample  is  generally  on  the  fide  of  foUy  and 
vice,  yet  in  it's  own  nature  it  is  indifferent,  and  may 
'  be  attached  to  wifdom  and  virtue. 

Since  then  we  are  capable  of  doing  one  another  (b 
much  good  or  hurt  by  our  examples,  we  fhould  be  ex- 
ceedingly watchful  over  all  parts  of  our  behaviour,  not 
only  as  men  prudently  attentive  to  our  own  happinefe ; 
but  as  men  alfo  who  mean  not  to  (lirrender  ail  preten- 
fions  to  humanity,  to  the  love  of  our  country,  and  to 
chriftian  charity,  which,  all  of  them,  call  aloud  on  us 
for  the  countenance  of  good  examples,  to  fupport  the 
piety  of  the  church,  the  virtue  of  the  ftatc,  and  of 
courfe,  the  ftrength  of  the  one  in  this,  and  the  hap- 
pihefs  of  the  other,  in  both  worlds. 

If  we  confider,  what  are  the  effedts  of  our  condudk 
among  thofe  who  no  otherwife  interfere  with  us,  than 
barely  by  feeing  how  we  aft,  we  (hall  conclude,  we  owe 
them  the  benefit  of  a  good  example,  as  much  as  we  dp 
any  other  debt.  If  by  making  our  light  to  (hine  before 
them,  we  may  bring  them  to  glorify  our  father  which 
is  in  heaven,  nay,  and  guide  them  by  that  light  to  him 
and  their  own  happinefi,  it  mufl  undoubtedly  be  one 
of  the  mofl  important  duties  we  have  in  our  power 
to  perform,  either  towards  God  or  man,  to  fct  the  beft 
examples  we  can.  The  fin  therefore  of  fettin^no  ex- 
ample is  that  of  neglefking  the  cauie  of  religion  and 
virtue,  of  refufing  to  do  our  fellow-creatures  the  great- 
efl  good  in  our  power,  which  will  coft  us  nothing,  but 
what  we  muft  otherwife  have  done  on  our  own  account ; 
ijtnd  of  (landing  neuter  between  God  and  his  enemy. 

If  (b  great  is  the  crime  of  a  neuter,  when  God  is  a 
party,  what  muft  be  that  of  declaring  for  his  enemy  by 
an  example  of  folly  and  wickednefs !  This  is  not  top- 
ping the  tribute  of  honour  and  glory  due  to  God  out  of 
the  talents  he  hath  intrnfted  us  with  in  order  to  add  a 
proponionable  weight  to  the  good  examples  he  intaid- 

ed 
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ed  vft  flioud  fet ;  but  is  turnii^  all  thofe  talents,  whe^ 
ther  of  underftanding,  wealth,  power,  or  length  of  days^ 
and  the  whole  importance  of  the  example  ariflng  from 
thence,  diredtly  againil  the  honour  of  God ;  and  fur- 
nifhing  the  irreligious  and  the  peevifh  with  a  tempta-^ 
tion  to  blafpheme  his  providence  for  joining  fo  much 
wealth  and  folly,  Kb  much  power  and  wickednefs 
tc^ethcr. 

What  then,  you  will  fay,  is  to  be  done  ?  we  fee  the 
confequences  ot  fetting  mankind  at  liberty  from  the  ties 
of  religion,  and  know,  that  no  other  ties  can  prevent 
their  running  riot  into  rebellion,  rapine,  and  itiifrule  ^ 
and  we  fee  alfo,  that  in  cafe  the  upper  clafs  of  mankind 
fliould  (hew  a  contempt  for  religion,  the  lower  clafles 
would  loon  get  into  the  fafhion,  and  become  as  errant 
atheifts  as  their  betters.  We  are  therefore  willing  to 
go  to  church,  and  pay  feme  refpedt  to  the  religion  of 
our  country.  Is  this  all  you  can  do  f  AH,,  unlefs  you 
would  have  us  become  hypocrites  and  difTemblersina 
bufme&  of  fo  fitcred  a  nature.  But,  in  the  name  of 
conunon  fenfe,  are  you  not  diflemblers  in  going  fo  far  f 
There  is  not  only  this  objedlion  againft  your  condudt, 
that  it  fubverts  itfelf  in  the  very  principle,  but  two 
more  of  no  lefs  weight.  Your  going  to  church  is  either 
a  good  or  a  bad  adion.  If  it  is  a  good  one,  then  you  do 
it  with  a  bad  intention,  namely  to  keep  the  populace  in 
ignorance,  that  they  may  be  governed  by  ftrider  rules 
of  morality  than  you  think  fit  yourfelves  to  fubmit  ta 
If  it  is  a  bad  adtioo,  and  done  only  with  a  view  to  that 
peace  and  order  which  good  men,  as  well  as  you,  wifh 
to  fee  eftablilhed  in  the  world,  even  upon  miftakea 
principles,  rather  than  on  none  ;  then  you  do  evil  that 
good  may  come  of  it ;  and  I  muft  tell  you,  that  as  ^ure 
as  there  is  a  God,  Aich  a  condudt  muft  be  extremel v  of- 
fenfive  to  him,  t^ufe  it  is  built  on  the  reproachful  and 
blafphemous  belief,  that  thefms  ofdiflimulationand  im- 
pofture  are  neceifary  to  the  government  of  a  world 
which  he  made  i  and  ib  made,  ^  either  not  to  need  the 
D  d  2  interpofitioa 
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interpbfitioirof  his  own  wifiiom,  much  lefe  of  your  cun- 
ning, or  ^  mtended  for  i  part  of  his  providential  empire, 
to  the  government  of  which  under  abni^ty  wifdom,  no 
arts  borrowed  from  the  author  of  deceit  can  poffibly, 
to  lay  no  more,  be  requifite.  But  fecondiy,  your  me- 
thod is  liable  to  this  further  objeftion,  that  appearances 
of  this  kind  are  never  ^ven,  but  by  halves ;  that  they 
cannot  long  be  kept  up  \  and  that  the  vanity  of  boaft- 
m^  the  difcoveries  you  have  made  to  the  diifhonoiir  of 
religion,  the  fenltfel  defires,  the  covetous  or  ambitious 
tiefigns,  the  violent  palfions,  theinveterate  habits,  which 
opeijcd  your  eyes  to  the  weak  fide  of.chriftianity,  can- 
not be  held  within  a  difguife  as  feebte  as  it  is  flimfy. 
How  long  is  It  to'  be  fuppofed,  you  will  Avear  a  mafk, 
put  tm,  much  againft  the  grain,  for  no  immediate  be- 
nefit of  your  own,  and  merely  for  the  fake  of  keeping 
others  in  fome  order,  a  confideration  of  no  great  weight 
even  to  the  reafon  of  one  who  can  think  religion  fo  ne- 
ceflary,  and  yet  fo  falfe  ? 

Beiides,  this  condud,  inftead  of  doing  any  honour 
to  religion,  ferves  only  to  bring  on  it  all  the  reproach 
due  to  the  many  enormities  of  your  infidel  life,  which, 
Vere  you  not  miftaken  for  a  cnriftian,  muft  be  afcrib- 
ed  to  their  real  caufe,  your  utter  want  of  principles. 
This  pretence  of  chriftianity  therefore,  which  fo  many 
nowadays  give  into  and  defend  with  very  fpecious 
arguments,  is  but  a  cunning  piece  of  folly  in  fome,  and 
a  double  artifice  in  others,  whereby  they  propofe  to 
throw  the  odium  of  their  adtions  off  that  infidelity  which 
encourages,  on  chrrftianity  which  cries  aloud  againft, 
them.  The  caufe  of  Ghrift  never  ftood  in  need  of,  and 
difdains,  .f^^h  aids,  if  aids  they  may  be  called.  No, 
let'Chrifthave  either  fincere  friends,  or  open  enemies; 
"and  let  his  religion  ftand  on  it's  own  truth,  or  fink  un- 
•  der  ft'sfalfity,  as  the  judge  and  guardian  of  truth  Ihall 
derermfn^.' 

Theref  is  a  great  majority  of  thefe,whofeobfcure  cha- 
radt^-rs  and  tow  fituatbn  in  the  world  confine  the  influ- 
ence 
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enceoftheirexamplesto  very  narrow  bounds.  Hbwcvert 
there  is  no  man  Co  inconfiderable  as  never  to  be  imitated* 
He  muft  be  too  little  to  be  feen,  who  is  too  little  to  be 
copied.  Befides,  the  generality  of  imitators  are  fliort- 
fightedy  and  we  know  the  eyes  of  all  fuch  are  magni-. 
fiers.  Similitude  infcnfibly  grows  out  of  mere  obfer- 
vation.  Natural  wit,  beauty,  bodily  iOtrength,  perfonal 
peculiarity,  and  the  moft  trifling  fuperiority  in  circum- 
ftances,  excite  obiervation,  and  with  it,  a  decree  of 
refpeft,  in  the  vales  of  human  life,  which  thofeon  it's 
eminences  look  down  upon^  as  funk  in  one  indi(lin<5t 
and  promifcuous  level.  The  pooreft  parent  is  an  ob- 
jedt  of  (brae  veneration  to  his  offspring,  and  confe- 
quently  of  imitation,  through  which  he  propagates  pi^ 
ety  or  irreligion,  fobriety  or  drunkennefs,  honefty  or 
knavery,  as  fait  as  he  does  children  ;  tor  children,  as 
if  all  eye,  are  led  by  their  fight  into  any  thing  that 
ilrikes  that  fenfe,  efpecially  in  the  behaviour  ot  their 
parent,  whom  as  new-comers,  they  are  obliged  to  take 
for  a  guide  in  a  world  altogether  ftrange  to 
them.  How  careful  therefore  ought  he  to  be,  who  is 
furrounded  with  natural  mimicks,  perpetually  taking 
off  his  likenefs  in  every  adion,  and  preparing  to  fpread 
and  hand  down  his  manners,  as  far  in  point  of  time 
and  fpace,  as  his  pofterit}^  (hall  extend  themfelves  in 
the  world !  Mafters  alio,  in  refped  to  example,  are  a 
fort  of  fecond  parents,  and  what  their  fervants  did  not, 
or  could  not  learn  in  their  father's  houfe,  they  perfedt 
themfelves  in  under  the  governmept  of  their  iriafter* 
They  either  have  not  been  taught,  or  have  not  time, 
to  read ;  and  therefore,  as  imitation  generally  looks 
upward,  they  take  the  behaviour  of  their  mailer  for  a 
fummary  of  all  that  excellence  in  higher  life,  which 
they  arc  lb  ambitious  of  copying  after.  Him  they 
read,  him  they  tranlcribe  into  themfelves,  till  their 
minds  have  put  on  his  liVery,  as  well  as  their  bo- 
dies. A  family  is  the  moft  important  lemiqary  in  the 
world,  a  nurfery,  wherein  are  torracd  all  the  members 
■    D  d  3  of 
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of  the  community,  wherein  every  child  of  God,  and 
cvpry  fervant  of  the  devil,  receives  the  rudiments  of 
virtue  or  vice,  and  thofe  infinitely  more  by  example, 
which  makes  thefalhion,  than  by  inftruftion  which 
is  under  it's  difcountenance. 

All  mankind  are  exemplary  in  a  greater  or  lefs  de- 
gree, but  they  -moft,  whofe  fbrmne  or  ftation  hath 
lifted  thepi  moft  into  view,  and  fet  them  higheft. 
They  are  feen  far  and  near  ;  and  fuch  is  the  compli- 
ment paid,  by  the  pretended  renouncersof  this  world^ 
to  it's  pomps  aiid  vanities,  admired  as  far  as  they  are 
feen,  and  imitated  as  far  as  the  narrower  funds  of 
their  inferiors  can  ftretch  to.  Their  vices  grow  into 
virtues,  and  their  virtues  into  heroifm,  as  they  de- 
fccnd  on  the  obfervation  of  the  herd. 

Piety  and  virtue,-  not  only  for  their  native  dignity, 
but  for  their  great  Angularity,  in  a  perfon  of  diftinc- 
tion,  look  nobly,  and  produce  the  moft  happy  effeds 
among  ^is  inferiors,  difcouraging  the  vices  of  the  bad, 
and  invigorating  the  virtues  of  the  good,  whofe  lau- 
dable diipofitions  feem  to  kindle  at  his ;  (b  that,  as  if 
they  wete  infpired  by  fome  preternatural  impulfe, 
they  improve  on  a  fpirit  not  their  own,  and  ad  and 
live  above  themfelves. 

Infidelity  and  wickednefs  in  a  perfon  of  diftinftion 
look  nobly  too,  extinguifliing  the  virtues  and  foment- 
ing the  vices  of  all  beneath  him.  Privileged  by  his 
example,  the  creature  who  is  as  poor  in  pocket,  as  he 
is  in  foul,  fets  up  for  grandeur,  on  a  fecond-hand 
fneer  at  religion,  on  his  week  of  keeping,  or  his  hour 
of  gaming,  till  diftrefs  and  defpair  drive  him  to  that 
road,  which  terminates  in  the  gallows  j  or,  at  beft, 
till  fober  poverty  degrades  him  again  to  chriftianity. 
The  fower  of  tares  enlarges  thofe  feeds  in  the  rich- 
er foil  of  a  great  fortune,  from  which  otherwife 
he  could  not  exped  fo  plentiful  a  crop,  on  a 
change  to  hungrier  grounds.  There  are  feveral 
forts  of  cxotick  vices  that  cannot  be  raifed,    but 
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in  the  hot-bed  of  wealth,  title  and  figure,  whioh 
neverthelefs  thrive  apace  when  tranfplanted  thence 
into  common  earth.  It  is  often  a  diverting,  but 
it  fliould  be  a  (hocking  fight  to  the  great  ones  of 
the  world,  to  fee  how  their  vices  are  mimicked  by 
the  little  ones,  who,  influenced  by  their  examples,  as 
if  poffefled  by  fome  demon,  run,  regardlefs  of  all 
that  decorum  which  gives  a  fort  of  grace  to  politer 
wickednefs,  into  downright  brutality  and  madnefs. 

The  great  and  powerful  impofe  what  cufl:oms  they 
pleafe  on  the  inferior  part  of  the  world.     The  ex- 
amples of  kings  particularly,  are  more  abfolute,  than 
their  commands.    The  court  follows  them;  the  capi- 
tal follows  the  court :  and  the  nation  that,  as  faft  a^ 
eager  imitation  can  fnatch  the  fafhion  from  above ;  till 
the  manners  of  the  head  are  vifible  in  the  very  feet. 
Even  that  religion  which  a  people  have  thought  of  con- 
fequence  enough  to  be  fought  for  with  the  utmoft  bit- 
ternefs,    hath  not  been  confidered  as  too  great  a 
compliment  to  their  princes.     The  ten  tribes  of  the 
ifraeiites,  that  followed  Jerpbppm,  followed  him  to 
his  golden  calves ;  and,  excepting  ^  very  few,  con- 
tinued in  his  idolatry,  or  funk  into  worfe,  4uring 
all  the   reigns  of  hjs  fiicceflbrs.     The  other   two 
tribes  went,  moft  of  them,  into  the  religion  or  fuper- 
(lition  of  their  kings,  with  a  readinefsat  every  change, 
that  feems  aftoniftiing  to  one  who  knows  not,  how 
JFew  in    any     country    really   and    fincerely    give 
their  qearts  to  religion.     During  the  ufurpation  of 
thcfe  kingdoms,  cant,  enthufiafhij  and  hypocrify  took 
the  plaice  of  chriftianity  in  the  great  ones  and  prevailed 
almoft  imiverfally.     In  the  reign  immediately  follow- 
ing, proiii^neners,  atheifm,  anddiflfolution  of  manners, 
ran  down  from  the  throne  to  the  lowed  of  the  people 
fo  faft,  and  took  fo  firm  a  pofleflion  as  t^ey  went,  that 
the  prefent  debauchee  and  (coffer  at  religion,  may  pro- 
bably thank  the  court  in  that  reign  for  his  not  being  at 
tjiis  day,  a  formal  hypocrite,  or  a  four  enthufiaft.  How 
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ought  they  to  watch  over  their  own  behi^viour,  whofe 
every  adion  is  mimicked  by  a  multitude,  perhaps  a 
nation !  How  little  arc  the  mod  ordinary  aftions  ot 
great  men  their  own,  when  each  of  them  is  attended 
with  fo  long  a  train  of  happy,  or  fatal  effefts  upon  the 
peq}le. 

The  adtions  of  the  clergy  are  ftill  lefs  their  own. 
They  owe  a  good  example  as  a  debt  to  Chrift,  whom 
they  take  upon  them  to  reprefent,  and  as  a  debt  to  their 
people,  by  whofe  labour  they  fubfift,     I  fay  not  this 
ironj  an  opinion,  that  the  people  would  imitate  them, 
were  they  faints  of  the  firft  magnitude  to  a  man.    No, 
ihty  are  too  much  hated  and  defpifed,  for  reafons  quite 
foreign  to  their  moral  charafters,  to  be  confidered  as 
objeds  of  imitation.     Befides,  the  people,  I  know  not 
how,  have  got  itintotheir  heads,  that  the  clergy  are,  or 
o^ight  to  be,  creatures  of  a  different  fpecies  from  them- 
felves,  ading  on  principles,  and  bound  to  duties,  (o 
very  foreign  from  thofe  which  are  to  govern  the  reft 
of  mankind,  that  imitation,  for  want  of  a  common 
footing  to  build  on  can  here  have  no  place,     ff  one  of 
us  behaves  himfelf  pretty  well,  which  in  fuch  times,  I 
think,  is  no  fmall  matter,  lives  foberly  and  modeftly, 
waits  on  his  duty  with  perhaps  a  little  more  than  or* 
dinary  care ;  our  lay    brethren  look  on  it  as  nothing! 
Why,  fay  they,  is  he  not  a  clergyman  ?  "WTto  thanks 
hicnfor  being  good?  and  fayjt  with  fuch  anair,  asplain- 
ly  ftiews,  they  do  not  think  themfelves  obliged  to  be  fo- 
ber,  modeft,  lioneft^  by-  the  feme  laws  that  bind  their 
teachers;  or  Hiews  at  leaft,  that  tliey  believe,  they  do  ve- 
ry well,  it  they  are  but  half  fp  good  as  the  clergy,  per- 
haps the  worft  of  the  clergy.  '  I  fpeak  not  of  all  the 
layety.  God  be  thanked,  there  are  here  and  there  fome 
of  them,  who  are  fit  to  be  patterns  to  tho  beft  of  us. 
But   in  cafe  a 'clergy man  ftall  generally  mrfbe- 
have    himfelf,    his    example    inftantly    acquires    a 
force  exceeding  that  of  the  greateft  king,  lo  far  as 
the  fphere  of  his  notoriety  extends.    His  bad  aftions, 
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although  tenfold  more  odious  in  him  than  they  would 
be,  if  done  by  another,  are,  by  an  aftonifhingjuggle 
of  thought,  fnapped  at  with  thegreateft  pleafure,  not 
only  as  matter  of  univcrfal  reproach  to  his  order,  but 
as  fo  many  comfortable  licences  for  all  manner  of 
wickednefs  in  laymen.  If  a  clergyman,  fay  they,  can 
do  fuch  things,  what  may  not  we  do?  They  know 
beft,  how  far  a  man  may  go  downhill  without  plung- 
ing into  the  abyfs;  and  furely  a  layman  may  go  twice 
as  far  as  a  clergyman,  and  not  find  himfelf,  after  all^ 
in  a  more  defperate  condition. 

Now  although  this  is  very  bad  reafoning,  and  worft 
of  all  among  proteftants,  who  will  have  their  clergy 
to  be  teachers  of  the  mod  limited  kind,  and  not 
guides;  yet  as  it  is  likely  to  be  the  reafoningof  thou* 
fands  every  where,  till  all  falfe  reafoning  is  banifhed 
quite  out  of  the  world,  it  will,  no  doubt,  be  (everely 
required  of  us  as  a  primary  duty,  that  we  do  the  reu 
of  mankind  no  harm  at  lead,  it  we  can  do  them  no 
good  by  our  examples.  A  clergyman,  by  preaching 
for  twenty  years  with  the  tongue  of  an  angel  (hall 
not  edify  his  hearers  fo  much,  as  he  (hall  corrupt  his 
feers  by  one  material  flip  in  point  of  conduct.  Their 
ears  are  afleep,  while  their  eyes  are  open.  Our 
lermons,  they  know,  may  be  borrowed,  but  our 
aAions  are  our  own.  On  the  merits  of  thefe  they  (c- 
verely  try  our  faith  by  the  rule  of  St.  James ;  and  in- 
deed we  (hould  think  it  our  greateft  happinefs,  that 
they  will  not  allow  the  fmalleft  (hare  of  that  tolera- 
tion to  our  immoraHties,  which  they  do  to  their  own. 
This  is  being  kinder  in  efFedt  to  us,  than  they  are  to 
themfelvcs. 

Since  the  influence  of  example  goes  (b  far,  that  few 
men  think  they  are  obliged  to  be  better  than  their  fu- 
periors^  or  than  the  generality  of  people  on  a  level 
with  themfclves,  detradion  may  ht  confidci^ed,  not 
only  as  one  of  the  blacked  in  the  catalogue  of  vices, 
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but  alfo  as  one  of  the  greateft  corruptors  of  mankind, 
inarmitch  as  this  agent  of  mifchief  is  perpetually  cm- 
ployed  by  ill-nature,  envy,  and  fufpicion,  to  take  off 
from  the  merit  of  good  aftions.  and  aggravate  the  fin  of 
bad  on^s;  to  reprefent  a  wortliy  man  as  lefs  worthy, 
and  a  wicked  one  as  more  wicked,  than  he  really  is  ; 
aud  By  thefe  means  to  poifon  the  almoft  only  fountain 
of  adtion  in  the  minds  of  the  giddy,  and  of  ;hole  who 
are  naturally  difpoftd  to  conceive  ill  of  their  neigh- 
bours. Thus  it  IS,  that  the  flanderer  deftroys  the 
efftSts  of  good  examples,  and  makes  the  moil  of  bad 
ones;  fullying  the  Juftre  of  the  nobleft  virtues,  and 
fwelling  frailties  into  crimes ;  encreafing  the  apparent 
number  of  ofTenders,  in  order  to  encreafe  the  real. 
This  is  doing  the  whole  work  of  the  enemy.  It  is 
gratifying  malice  \  it  is  accufing,  it  is  corrupting  fouls, 
all  in  one  a6t.  It  were  an  office  of  far  lefs  inhumanity 
to  make  a  colledlion  of  contagious  fevers  and  plagues, 
and  then  to  go  about  through  the  world  communica- 
ting the  infedtion.  Thus,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is, 
^  that  the  fool  is  entrapped  into  a  greater  degree  of 
'  wickednefs,  than  the  miftaken  example  he  follows, 
will  authorife,  and  (b  lo(es  his  whole  excufe^  and  thus 
a  difpbfition  to  think  too  hardly  of  others  converts  the 
opinions,  the  fufpicions,  the  cenfures  of  the  malevolent 
into  fo  many  principles  of  wickednefs  in  himielf.  A 
bad  confcience,  like  a  bad  ftomach,  turns  all  it  receives 
inia  foulnefs  and  poifon  for  the  whole  man. 

To  draw  at  length  towards  a  cojiclufion,  let  me  once 
again  remind  you,  that  example  governs  almoft  all 
the  affairs  of  this  life  *,  that  it  relieves  the  poor  in  one 
place^  and  opprefles  them  in  another ;  that  here  it  cools 
devotioDy  and  thins  God's  houfe  and  table,  while  it 
gives  warmth  and  (pirit  to  religion  there,  and  compels 
numbers  to  come  in ;  that  fraud,  perjury,  and  tyranny, 
carry  all  before  them  by  xhc  example  of  the  great 
ones  in  thefe  countries,  while  in  thofe,ju(licc,  modera- 
tion 
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tion  and  ipercy,  prefent  us  with  the  bright  fide  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  almoft  make  even  this  life  happy. 

It  is  every  nnian's  duty  to  forward  the  happinefe  of 
others,  ai^much  as  he  can  ;  and  if  his  example  is  of 
any  importance  (as  wbofe  is  not?)  to  make  it  y&/>ir 
like  a  lamp  before  tnen^  th^t  it  may  light  them  to  hap- 
pinefs,  not  like  a  meteor  to  miflead.  Is  it  not  infi- 
nitely a  more  pleafing  employment  to  go  about  doing 
goody  and  encouraging  others  to  do  good,  than  to  go 
B\>om  hkt  a  pefiiknce^  that  walketb  in  darkne/s^  and  the 
deftfuaion  that  wafteth  at  noon-day  ?  a  peftilence  that 
infeds  the  minds  of  fuch  as  ftill  fit  in  religious  dark- 
nefs,  and  a  deftrudlion  that  ruins  fouls  in  the  day- 
light of  the  gofpel  ? 

When  we  come  on  our  laft  trial,  the  judge  may 
very  pertinently  aflc  us,  why  this  neighbour  of  ours 
was  guilty  of  fraud,  or  that  dependant,  of  drunken* 
nefi  ?  to  which  it  will  be  no  fatisfaftory  reply,  to  fay, 
we  neither  lent  our  mouths  to  the  intemperance  of  the 
one,  nor  our  hands  to  the  deceits  of  the  other.  To 
have  fiirniihed  an  example  Was  as  bad.  We  hear  it  as 
commonly,  as  abfurdly  faid  of  a  fpendthrift,  who 
ruins  his  fortune,  his  health,  and  his  foul  by  debauch-  ' 
cries  of  all  kinds,  that  he  hurts  no-body  but  himfelf ; 
^  if,  beffde  the  neceffary  partners  of  his  crimes,  his 
example  were  not  too  contagious,  to  be  harmlefs. 

As  all  men  live  in  fociety,  no  man  can  hurt  himfelf, 
without  hurting  others.  This  is  more  importantly 
true  in  a  religious,  than  in  a  civil  fenfe.  IVe  are  m 
member 5 y  one  of  anotber^  in  tbe  body  ofCbrift.  No  one 
tjiercfore  can  maim  his  own  foul  by  iin,  without,  in 
proporti(»],  incapacitating  himfelf  to  do  the  office  of  a 
member,  and  maiming  the  body  itfelf  Befides,  a 
diftempered  member  (fuch  are  the  cfFefts  of  example) 
is  fure  to  infedt  the  next,  and  fpread  it's  own  un(bund- 
nefs  into  all  that  are  near  it.  How  grievous  an  injury 
this  muft  be  to  others,  he  who  cah  think  at  all,  may 
eafily  conceive ;  and  how  jt  will  be  refented  by  Ghrift  ' 
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the  head,  who  feels  this  fecond  crucifixion  more  fen- 
fibly,  than  he  did  the  firft,  in  every  part  of  his  body, 
may  be  fufficicntly  underftood  by  thofe  terrible  cx- 
prcffioDs  of  his ;  offences  muft  needs  conw^  but  %vo  to  bhn 
by  whom  the  offence  cometb.  IVboJo  Jbdl  offend  one  of 
tbeje  little  ones  (the  fmalleft  of  Chrift's  members)  it 
were  better  for  bim^  tbat  a  mill-ftone  were  banged  aboui 
bis  neck  J  and  tbat  be  were  drowned  in  tbe  deptb  oftbefea. 

DireAly  oppofite  to  this  woe,  and  equally  great  in 
it*s  kind,  is  that  bleffing  which  he  will  receive,  who 
makes  the  light  of  his  good  and  holy  example  {o  to 
Jhine  before  men^  as  to  difcountenance  and  reprove  the 
evil  deeds  of  fome ;  to  encourage  and  ripen  the  good 
inclinations  of  others;  and  to  give  all  occafion  to  cry- 
out,  what  a  worthy,  what  an  excellent  man  i$  this ! 
Howjuftin  all  his  dealing!  How  charitable  to  his 
poor  brother !  How  forgiving  to  his  enemies !  How 
regular,  how  conftant,  how  warm,  and  yet  how  un- 
oftentatious,  as  to  every  duty  of  religion,  in  his  clofet, 
in  his  family,  in  God's  houfe,  and  at  his  table !  Hovtr 
fait  he  afcends  towards  God !  How  he  burns  in  the 
Jove  of  God,  and  brightens,  as  he  riles,  encreafingjlilf 
more  and  fnore  unto  tbeperfeSl  day  ! 

Glory  be  to  thee,  our  Father  which  art  in  heaven, 
who  giveth  fuch  grace  unto  men.  Hallowed  be  thy 
name,  O  Father  of  lights,  for  the  benefit  of  this  hap- 
py example.  Thy  kingdom  come  in  us,  as  in  him, 
that  thy  will  may  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 
Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,  as  thou  hafl  given 
it  to  him,  evwi  the  bread  of  eternal  life  in  tTiy  fon 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  to  whom  with  thee,  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  be  all  glory  and  honour,  now  and  for 
evermore.     Amen. 
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DISCOURSE  XXI. 

A  Crowd  muft  have  a  btoad  Road. 


Romans    xii.  2. 
Be  not  coi^ormed  to  tJbis  warU. 

WERE  there  no  other  world  not  fife  niter 
this,  the  wiidom  of  ccmfbrming  to  die  pre- 
cept in  my  text  rather  than  to  the  world, 
might  be  at  leaft  as  eafily  maintained,  as  queftioned, 
I  mean,  in  times  like  the  prefent  {  for,  howlbever  dis- 
agreeable it  may  be  to  deny  ourfelves  the  £nful  plea- 
fores  of  this  world ;  or  inconvenient,  to  live  in  oppo- 
fition  to  it's  vain  and  idle  cuftoms ;  it  is  certainly  far 
more  difagreeable  to  bear  the  expence  and  efifedts  of 
thofepleafures;  and  more  inconvenient,  more  trou- 
bleibmeand  burthenfbme,  to  follow  the  cuftoms  of 
the  world  in  a  courfe  of  life  almoft  whoQy  artificial, 
and  flavilhly  governed  by  the  practice  of  others,  who 
are  governed  at  random  themfelves  by  whim  and  fol- 
ly, to  fay  no  worfe. 

But  whereas  there  adtually  is  another  world,  whi- 
ther we  are  to  be  tranfplanted  by  death  from  this,  and 
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where  for  ever  we  njay  enjoy,  if  qualified  for  it  by 
an  habitual  exercife  i£  piety  and  virtue  in  this  place 
of  trial,  fo  great  a  degree  of  happine(s,  as  not  aU  our 
hi^heft  tranfports  of  pleafure  here  can  help  us  to  con- 
ceive ^  and  whereas  the  ways  and  cuftoms  of  this 
world,  where  our  ftay  is  by  innumerable  accidents 
rendered  fb  uncertain,  and  on  the  footing  of  nature 
muft,  at  beft,  be  very  (hort,  are  for  the  greater  part, 
deftruftive  of  that  piety  and  virtue,  whereon  only 
our  hopes  in  futurity  can  be  rationally  founded ;  the 
word  of  God,  in  a  thoufand  places,  calls  on  us  to  con- 
fider  ourfelves  asftrangers  and  pilgrims  berty  to  fix  our 
eyes  by  faith  on  heaven,  as  our  native  country,  and 
to  remember,  that,  which  way  foever  our  journey 
leads,  whether  upward  or  downward,  it  can  neither 
be  very  long  nor  pleafant.  My  text,  in  particular, 
cafting  an  eye  at  either  world,  and  finding  the  cuftoms 
or  fiifliions  of  this,  an  infinite  hindrance  to  all  the  ne- 
ceflfary  qualifications  for  happinefs  in  that,  not  only 
cautions  us,  as  many  other  places  of  (cripcure  do, 
againft  fettting  our  affeQions  on  things  beioWj  but  alfb 
againft  falling  in  with,  and  forming  our  manners  by, 
the  reigning  practices  of  mankind,  which  at  once  pro- 
ceed from,  and  feed,  the  corruption  of  our  nature. 

That  a  practical  attention  to  this  caution  may  give 
us  the  appearance  of  Angularity  among  the  weak 
and  foolifn ;  or  be  afcribed  to  pride  and  hypocrify  by 
the  malicious ;  I  (hall  readily  own.  But  all  men  of 
common  fenfe,  who  hear  us  declare,  as  chriilians, 
that  we  belong  to  another  world,  will  do  us  the  juftice 
to  allow  that  it  would  be  infinitely  more  foolifh  and 
ridiculous  in  us  to  look  whcdly  unlike  our  profeffion, 
than  to  look  ever  fo  unlike  the  people  we  are  to  pais 
only  a  few  days  with,  on  our  way  homeward  to  that 
better  and  more  abiding  country,  we  fay,  we  arc 
bound  for.  It  is  but  fit,  that  we,  who  neither  can 
make,  nor  even  wilh  to  make,  a  long  ftay  here,  (hould 
follow  a  different  rule,  in  moft  parts  of  our  conduct, 
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from  that  which  thofc  very  wife  people  obferve  who 
look  on  this  world  as  their  only  home,  fet  death  at 
defiance,  and  have  no  thoughts  of  ever  removing.    It 
would  be  acting  like  coxcombs,  a  charadter,  of  all 
others,  the  moil  abfurd  in  the  profefTors  of  religion, 
cither  to  fet  ourfelves  out  in  the  pink  of  the  mode  for 
fo  ihort  an  appearance,  or  to  think  of  travelling,  es- 
pecially in  the  narrpw  way,  fo  crag^  and  fo  thorny, 
in  a  very  falhionable  drefs,  as  far,  m  this  cafe,  from 
looking  ornamental,  as  from  being  convenient.    A 
fmall  conformity  therefore  with  the  cuftom  at  the 
place,  in  two  or  three  indifferent  particulars,  will  be 
a  fufficient  compliment  to  people,  we  mean  fb  little 
refpe£t  for  as  thofe  about  the  inn ;  where  the  children 
of  this  world  do  not  fojourn.  but  inhabit.     One  ac- 
quainted with  their  adlions  ^y,  and  not  at  all  with 
tneir  bodily  conflitutions,  muil  conclude,  they  know 
of  no  other  world  but  this,  have  no  other  home  but 
here ;  and  hold  poireffion  of  it  by  a  tenure  that  can 
never  expire ;  for  why  otherwifc  (hould  men  fo  wi/i 
in  tbdr gemrationj  men  capable  of  wifdom  in  any  one 
thing,  take  fo  much  pains,  indeed  lay  out  all  their 
thoi^ts  and  endeavours,  in  improving  (for  fuch  they 
think  it)  on  the  prefent  fpot?  To  make  the  mofl  of 
what  they  have,  an  infinite  deal  of  art  is  called  in  to 
help  out  nature,  till  at  length  nature  is  buried  under 
an  endleis  medly  of  refinements  ;  the  thing  loft  in  the 
manner  ;  and  neceifity  itfelf  fet  afide  for  mode  and 
fafhion.     Who,  in  the  genteel  world,  eats  to  fatisfy 
his  hunger,  drinks  to  quench  his  thirft,  cloaths  him- 
felf  to  keep  out  the  cold,  or  does  any  of  the  three,  to 
fupport  life  }  And  who  in  the  lower  ranks  aims  not  at 
an  imitation  of  the  higher,  in  thefe  things,  with  all  his 
little  might,  nay,  beyond  his  power,  and  above  his 
circumftances }  Awkward  ambition !  Miferable  rack ! 
Whereon  thefe  wretches  ar^retched  between  want 
and  pride,  between  poverty  and  fplendor,  till  their 
fcanty  fubftance,  and  too  often  their  feebia  confciences, 
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are  put  wholly  out  of  joint.     It  is  the  Tyrant,  faffii- 
on,  that  thus  inverts  the  order  of  nature  among  the 
people  of  this  world,  properly  fp  called  ;  that  gives 
the  nifiht  for  aftipn,  and  the  day  for  fleep  ;  that  turns 
their  ftomachs  at  the  wholefom  and  delicious  food  of 
their  own  country,  only  becaufc  it  may  be  eafily  had ; 
and  whets  their  appetites  for  foreign  poifons,  only  be- 
caufe  they  are  far-tetched  and  expsnfive.     It  is  in  ik, 
great  mcafure  owing  to  this  total  departure  from  na- 
ture and  neceffity  in  the  rich  and  great,  that  fo  many 
of  the  poor  go  half-naked,  and  pine  for  want  of  food ; 
while  fo  many  of  their  betters,  who  feed  and  drefs 
only  for  the  raftiion,  never  confider,  that  food  and 
raiment  are  ftill  ncceffarjr  things,  nor  diat  a  man 
without  meat,  muft  b^huiigry,  and  without  cloath- 
ing,  cold.    Nature,  ncceflity,  the  laws  of  our  coun- 
try, the    commands  of  God,    a,nd,    what  is  more 
with  the  men  of  diis  world,   than  all  thefe,  their 
vifible  intereft,  pafs  for  nothing  in'oppofition  to  cui- 
tom.  An  individual  might  as  well  think  of  encountring 
an  army,  as  refliling  this  ufurper,  who  never  wants  a 
bigotted  crowd  to  back  him.     Supported  by  that, 
he  conquers  all,  governs  all,  and  perfecutes  all,  who 
are  fo  lingular  as  to  diflent,  till  they  are  Aou^  fit 
only  for  a  dark  room  and  ftraw ;  for  he  is  not  con 
lidered  as  mad,  who  .ids  againft  reafon,  but  he  who 
afts  oddly ;  and  he  only  is  riiought  to  aft  oddly,  who 
afts  as  f^w  others  do.     The  power  of  this  tyrant  is 
derived  from  our  pride,  cowaraice,  and  living  toge- 
ther.    He  or  (he  is  greateft,  who  is  (bonefl  and  high- 
eft  m  the  fafhion.     Few  have  fufficicnt  refblution  and 
greatnefs  of  foiU  to  bear  up  againfl  the  ftream  of  cuf^ 
torn,  and  contemn  the  ridicule  of  crowds,  though 
known  to  be  ;nade  up  of  fools,  as  long  as  living, 
dealing,    and    converfing  with  them,    is  neceifary. 
The  greatefl  flaves  to  cftflom  therefore,  are  thofe  who 
live  mofl  in  the  world ;  and  they  who  fubmit  leafl  to 
his  power,  are  fuch  as  fpend  their  day*  in  retirement. 
This  tyrant  can  fubduc  a  multitude  together  with 
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more  eafe,  than  one  perion  by  himfelf.  Contagions 
of  all  kinds  are  propagated  faftell:  in  places  that  are  moft 
populom  \  and  cuftom  may  be  called  a  contagion,  be- 
caufe  through  the  corruption  of  our  nature,  it  becomes 
the  vehicle  of  little  elfe  but  vice,  which  carried  by  ex- 
ample, flies  from  mind  to  mind,  infedting  Souls,  as 
the  plague  does  bodies*  Pity,  that  for  fb  contagious 
a  diibrder,  there  are  too  few  good  and  wile  examples 
to  furaifh  us  with  an  epidemic  cure ! 

This  obfervation  is  verified  by  another  made  on  the 
poorer  fort  of  people,  and  on  fuch  as  live  at  a  very 
great  diftancc  from  towns,  the  fafhion,  whatever  it  is, 
reaching  thefe  more  flowly,  and  thofe  more  imperfeft- 
ly,  than  the  reft  of  mankind.  Yet  even  among  thefe 
it  is  aimed  at,  and  adored  at  a  diftance^  when  it  can^ 
not  be  attained  to.  The  young  labourer,  in  the  wild- 
eft  part  of  the  Kingdom,  will  have  lus  new  coat, 
thoi^h  as  coarfe  as  his  fack,  cUt  as  near  to  the  laft 
fafhion,  as  pofTibie,  and  the  poor  girlbehind  the  m^ 
diflant  mountain,  who  never  once  enquired  about  re- 
.ligion,  afks,  what  is  die  fafhionable  ^ap,  and  hath4ier 
itenting  fhaped  by  the  pattern  of  the  fineft  lawn  olr 
carabnck  on  the  head  of  the  princds.  FaihioAs  of  this 
Jcind  however  take  feme  time  to  go  down  \  but  the 
^iiBmukttion,  treachery,  ingratitude,  and  ambition^ 
of  high  life,  run  like  eleftricity,  and  reach  the  dregs 
of  majikind,  as  in  a  moment.  In  regard  to  thefe  itio-  . 
dilh  vices,  all  ranks  of  people  have  received  the  laft 
polifh,  and  are  within  the  very  precinfts  of  the  court. 

Many  pradices  in  trade  are  deemed  lawful  by  iiea- 
lers  who  ftill  mean  to  be  honefl,  which,  if  they  would 
examine  them  by  the  word  of  God  and  the  roy^lftw, 
not  by  commcMi  pradtice,  the  fame  men  would  abhdr 
as  much,  when  done  by,  as  to  themfelves. 

It'is  a  law  of  cuftom,  that  young  gentlemen,  who(» 
apt  as  they  may  be  to  learn,  know  yet,  meerly  for 
wantof  time^  but  little  of  the  vices  oF  their  own  coun- 
try, and  confeqiiently  but  a  very  little  of  any  Aing 
ctts,  muft  travel  for  the  vanities  and  vices' criF  foreign- 
ers, that  we  iflanders  may  not  be  too  far  behind  the 
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mode  of  pride,  expence,  and  wickedneis,  eftablifhed 
in  nations  more  e^rly  refined  than  ourfelves.  A  young 
hopeful,  who  goes  abroad  with  nothing  but  his  native 
propenfity  to  conceit  and  lewdnefs,  checked  by  fome 
modefty  in  the  outward  appearance,  which  he  and  his 
wifer  parents,  call  aukwardnefs  and  bafhfulnefs ;  comes 
home  full  of  contempt  for  his  own  country,  and  for 
.virtue  \  with  aflurance  enough  to  do  any  thing  ;  and 
as  \o  religion,  with  a  (lock  of  popery  for  low  fc^,  and 
oi  deifm  for  himfelf.     Now  it  is  an  herefy  againfl;  cuf- 
Xpm  to  queftion,  whether  all  this  is  not  impoverhent. 
I  know  nothing  wherein  the  tyranny  of  cuftom  is  fo 
remarkably  feen,  as  in  the  eflablilhed  rul^  and  noti- 
ons of  honour.  To  debauch  the  daughter  or  wife  of 
a  friei^d  15  honourable.     To  run  him  through  the  heart 
Jn  defence  of  thefe  gendemanlike  adions,  is  ftill  more 
honourable  ^  more  honourable,  tho'  done  with  all  the 
palpitations  of  a  cowerd,  who  trembles  between  the 
opinions  of  men  and  the  judgments  of  God,  and  of 
a  fool,  who  prefers  the  former  to  the  latter. 
;    Behold  the  tyranny  of  Cuilom  in  another  inftance, 
wherein,  notwithf^aiiding  all  his  afTedtation  of  polite- 
nefej  he  deftroy^  the  very  fliadow  of  hofpitality  at  the 
lioufes'  of  the  great,  whom  youmuft  pay,  as  you  do 
odi^  inn-keeper^  for  a  dinner  or  a  night's  lodging,  it 
beiftff  all  one  to  you  in  the  ponclufion,  whether  you  rec- 
Igcn  K>r  your  accommodations  with  the  landlord,  or  his 
waiter ;    and  to  him,  whether  you  difcharge  the  ac- 
coijiiit  immediately  with  himfelf,  or  apply  your  debt 
xo  the  payment  of  bis  fervant's  wages.    This  cuftom 
might  be  juftifiable  as  the  only  expedient  to  keep  at  a 
jjfi^per  diftance  from  the  great,  a  number  of  low  and 
Ipunging  acquaintanqea,  were  it  not,  that  we  hear  them 
preflingly  invited,  no  doubt  as  cuftomers  rather  than 
Jfiicnds,  by  one  who  hath  the  utmoft  contempt  for  their 
c<inverfation. 

Thefe  .two  or 'three  fpecimens  may  ferve  inftead  of 
a  UK>ufand  others,  which  it  will  be  more  agreeable  for 
everyone  of  you  to  recoiled,  than  to  hear  from  the  pul- 
pit, whereby  the  ufurpations  of  cuflom,and  thcflavery 
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of  mankind  torhis  notional  tyrant  of  theirown  creating 
may  bccafily  fet  in  their  proper,  but  fhameful  light ; 
ihameful  indeed,  both  to  thofe  who  fland  high  enough  to 
impofc  by  example  ifuch  prafticeson  their  inferiors,  and 
to  thofe  inferiors  who  are  content  to  follow  in  the  rereof 
ftupidity  and  infamy,  to  make  borrowed  ftupidity  their 
honour^andafpire  to  infamy, without  acapacity  of  diftin- 
guifhing  themfelves  even  in  that.  O  defpicabte  ambi^ 
tion !  How  low  a  thing  is  pride !  furely  it  were  better,  I 
had  almoft  faid,  genteeler,  to  turn  downright  chridian, 
than  to  value  onefeif  on  being  onlv  the  tail  of  a  body^ 
that,  at  beft,  hath  but  grofs  folly  for  an  head. 

But  this  tyrant  flops  not  at  folly,nor  will  he  be  confined 
toparticulara  No,  heeflablifhesenormitiesof  the  black* 
eft  kinds,  aod  of  the  mofl  exteniive  influence.  He  eveii 
wprk8miracles*,forwharel(eisittotranfpo(eashedoes, 
the  very  nature  of  moral  goodand  evil  ?  to  turn  day  into 
night,  and  sight  into  day?  tojuggle  the  whole  world  and 
the  courfeofallit^  affairs,  its  pleafures,  troubles,  ihte* 
refts,  and  evcii  produce,  into  quite  other  things  than 
tliey  really  are,  to  human  apprehenfion/  to  change  it$ 
inhabitants  into  fo  different  a  kind  of  creatures,  an^ 
(o  ^xceedingiy  for  the  worfe,   that  Adam  would  hot 
know  his  fons,  nor  Eve,  her  daughters?  to  regale  hiniK 
felf  with  the  facri^ce  of  their  lives,  nay  their  fouls,  by 
t  houfands,  on  the  fea  and  in  battle ?  to  force  commerce, 
with  all  the  arts,  and  mofl  of  the  fciences,  into  his  fcr- 
vice?  How  many  beafls,  birds,  worms,  niufl  they  ftrip 
or  embowel,  for  his  cloathing!  from  how  many  diftant 
parts  of  the  globe  mufl  they  bring  him  the  materials  of 
pac  ^leal!  How  niany  nations,  fome  of  them  the  mp^ 
Tefihed  in  point  of  underflanding,  hath  he  taugTit 
to  adore  a  piece  of  limber,  and  pray  to  a  lump  of 
(lone!  How  many  cbriftians  hath  he  perfuaded,  con- 
trary to  their  own  nature  and  the  repeated  commands 
of  Chrift,  to  diibelicve  their  own  fenfes,  and,  from  mp- 
jivcsof  chriflia'n  charity,  to  burn  tlieir  fellow  creatures 
ftlive,  to  murthereipperors'with  |x>ifoned  facraments, 
and  blow  up  Kings  iandpairliameiits  with  gunpowder! 
)Bv  what  ah  amazing  miraclp  is  it,  that  he  teaches  us 
bt  this  church  to  place  the  (pirit  of  refigion  in  kindDc:ifl» 
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good  nature,  and  love ;  and  then  to  defpi(e  that  re- 
ligion ?  and  fo  many  among  us  of  another  perfaafion, 
to  place  that  fpirit  in  fournefs,  contention,  and  hatred, 
and  then  to  love  it. 

Under  this  general  pcrverfion  of  religion,  it  is  no 
wonder,  if  all  the  virtues,  juftice,  modcfty,  tempe- 
rance, by  a  little  additional  difcountenance  of  cuftom* 
fliould  be  fuppreffed  ;  or  all  the  vices,  oppreflion, 
luxury,  lewdncfs,  difhonefty,  by  the  help  of  nume- 
rous examples,  cfpecially  from  the -upper  end  of  the 
world,  ftiould  be  encouraged  and  fupported.  The 
daily  obfervation,  if  not  the  confciences,  of  you  all 
may  fave  me  the  trouble  of  particularizing  on  this 
difagrecable,  perhaps,  ofFenlive  topic. 

There  was  once  agood  being  who  went  by  thename 
of  cuftom,  and  made  it  a  title  of  honour.  He  was  the 
fon  of  right  reafon,  and  the  brother  of  true  religion, 
and  as  fuch  you  caonot  miftake  his  father.  During 
the  reign  of  reafon  and  religion,  hjs  intereft  with 
mankind  greatly  ftrengthened  the  bands  of  that  go- 
vernment. Whether  he  is  dead,  or  to  what  diftant 
part  of  the  univerfe  he  is  banifhed,  we  cannot  tell, 
we  hear  no  more  of  him. 

Very  different  is  the  pedigree,  as  well  as  difpofili- 
on,  of'^him  who  is  now  on  the  throne.  He  is  the  in- 
ceftuous  offspring  of  pride,  and  his  baftard  daughter 
culpable  emulation.  The  head  of  the  whole  family  is 
fpoken  of,  Genefis  the  3d.  He  was  nurfed  at  a  vaft 
expence  by  vanity  and  folly  in  that  courr,  where  the 
mint  of  fafhion  is  kept.  He  arrived  to  his  prefent 
height  of  power  by  fuccefsfully  inculcating  two  (hort 
maxims.  Do,  as  others  do ;  follow  the  many,  and 
of  thofe,  efpecially  the  great.  Wealth  is  his  element,  but 
he  can  fubfift  in  poverty.  As  wifdom  or  pietv  approach 
him,  he  flirinks  and  dwindles  into  almoft  nothing; 
and  if  the  latter  repeats  my  text,  he  inftantly  va- 
nilhes  into  vapour.  When  pride, , imagination,  and 
wealth  only  are  with  him,  his  fize  and  ftrength  en- 
creafe  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  can  turn  and  tumble 
the  whole  world,  whith  way  he  pleafes,  with  as  much 
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ieafe  as  a  little  ball.  Although  he  is  exceedingly  ftarch* 
ed  and  ftiifened  up  to  forms,  a^d^  when  it  makes  tor 
his  purpofe,  pleads  antiquity  as  deci/ive  in  all  things ; 
Yet  he  is  perpetually  contriving  new  falhions  and  cere- 
monies \  and  is  faid  to  be  the  inventor  of  innumerable 
arts,  fuch  as  fraud,  lying,  opprefling,  thieving,  rob- 
bing, together  with  thofe  of  cooks,  taylor^  tire- 
men,  and  miileners ;  and  of  one  fcience,  which  confiils 
in  the  difcovery  and  inforcement  of  a  new  ne- 
ceffity,  the  neceffity  of  unneceflary,  ufelefs,  and  per- 
nicious things.  Others  fay,  it  was  the  God  of  this 
world  who  revealed  thefe  inventions  to  him,  and  or- 
dered him  to  inftitute  them  as  a  fort  ojf  mode  fkcra- 
ments  for  the  more  efiedtu^ly  urging  on  t^e  minds  of 
mankind  his  two  goodly  maxims  already  mentioned. 

This  is  but  a  very  imperfed  account  of  that  uiurper 
and  his  practice,  to  whom  this  world  bo)vs,  as  to  it's 
iecond  G«d ;  that  ieducer  of  individuals  ;  that  cor- 
rupter of  magiftrates ;  that  proftituter  of  legiflators ; 
that  over^mer  of  ftates ;  that  deftrpyer  of  kingdoms ; 
that  oppreflcMT,  and  at  the  fame  time,  mocker  of  man- 
Jdnd ;   that  wafter  of  this  world,  and  peopler  of  hell. 

What  need  of  any  more,  but  this  and  your  own  ex- 
perience, to  fet  you  at  liberty  ?  To  a  found  underiland- 
ing,  to  know  and  abhor  him  ;  and  to  a  manly  refolu- 
tion,  tQ  abhor  and  utterly  renounce  him,  is  but  one  and 
the  fame  thing.  There  is  no  power  which  it  is  fb  flavifh 
to  fubmit  to,  as  that  of  ciiflom,  becaufe  whpfoever 
blindly  refigns  himfelf  toit,  refigns,  at  the  iame  time, 
all  ri^t  to  chufe  for,  and  a£t  of  himfelf.  He  puts 
himCelf  under  the  direction  of  a  thpufand  guides,  at 
^nce,  all  leading  different  ways  in  the  dark,  and  each, 
to  ibaie  unhappy  end,  in  a  path  {o  foul,  fo  craggy,  ib 
fifll  of  pttfaUs,  that  the  road  which  is  above  to  the 
wife,  though  narrow,  is  t)ot  halffo  troublefbme,  as 
this  i^hich  leads  downward ;  yes,  downward,  for  not- 
withftanding  that  it  is  the  path  of  pride,  and  crowded 
with  great  ones,  it  is  not  the  path  of  true  honour,  un- 
less it  is  honourable  tp  have  neither  will  nor  choice  of 
one's  own,  but  to  be  hedged  into  one  tra(;k>  and  either 
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led  by  the  knaves  before,  or  driven  by  the  fools  behind, 
like  other  beafts  of  burthen  ;  proud  however  to  (hake 
the  fringes  and  tinkle  the  bells,  though  a  groan  now 
and  then  at  the  weight  of  the  load  makes  the  bafe  of 
the  confort. 

Do  as  others  do,  and  be  not  f^ngular  faith  cuftom. 
Go  with  the  flream,  faith  the  world,  that  is,  do  good 
or  evil,  go  to  heaven  or  hell,  with  the  multitude. 

But  Ghrift  tells  you,  which  way  the  multitude  is  go- 
ing ;  and  the  fpirit  ti\xh^  follow  not  after  a  multitude  to 
do  evil.  Be  not  conformed  to  this  world ;  but  be  changed^ 
be  transformed  in  the  renewing  of  your  mind  \  if  you  mean 
to  prove y  what  that  goody  and  accept  able ^  and  perfeO 
will  ofGodiSy  which  he  hath  declared,  as  the  rule  of 
your  behaviour  now,  and  the  meafure  of  his  love  to 
you  hereafter.  Whatibever  is  good  and  fit  to  bedone^ 
that  do  with  all  your  mighty  thK3ugh  no  mortal  does  it, 
but  yourfclf.  Whatfoever  is  foolifli  or  widced,  avoid 
€16  you  would  eternal  mifery,  though  all  mankind  were 
joined  in  the  praftice  of  it. 

Temporal  ^cxxl  and  evil  are  fixed  by  the  unchangeable 
nature  of  temporal  things.  Moral  or  fpiritual  good  and 
evil  are  fixed  by  the  indifpenfible  laws  of  God.  The  hap- 
pinefs  of  nian  here  follows  a  right  choice  of  the  former. 
His  happinefe  hereafter  is  tied  to  a  right  choice  of  the 
latter.  Could  cuftom  change  the  nature  of  things,  fuch 
as  light  and  darknefs,  food  and  poifbn,  ficknefs  and 
health,  pleafurc  and  pain^  or  could  it  repeal  and  tran(^ 
pofe  the  laws  of  God  concerning  fit  and  unfit,  right 
and  wrong,  rewards  and  punifliments  \  it  might  alio 
change  the  nature  of  happinefs  in  both  worlds,  and 
juftify  all  it's  conformifts.  But  nature  muft  have  Jier 
way,  and  God  will  have  his.  Diftrefs,  ficknefs,  death, 
would  purfue  thofe  who  trample  on  nature,  though 
there  were  more  of  them,  than  there  is  of  the  (and  on  the 
fea  ihore ;  and  guilt,  fliame,  defpair,  damnation,  thde 
who  rebel  againft  God,  though  they  could  oumumber 
(and  outfhine  the  ftars  of  heaven. 

No  degree  of  power  or  fuperiority  over  inferiors 
fought  to  enforce  an  example  b^ond  the  reafon  of  the 
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thing  to  be  done,  or  of  the  rule  prcfcribcd  for  it  in  the 
word  of  God.  Great  as  the  authority  of  ia  parent  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  over  his  children,  they  are  to  obey  him  only 
in  things  lawful  and  honed  ;  and  furely  his  example 
fhould  not  go  further  than  his  command;  nay,  not  fo 
for,  for  allibings  that  are  lawful^  are  not  expedient.  The 
ion,  modeftly  fpeaking,  hath  a  right  to  be  lefs  a  fool  than 
his  father ;  for  no  law,  but  that  of  cuftom,  to  whofe  fo- 
vcreignty,  principally  as  a  law-giver,  we  peremptorily 
demur,  hath  ever  yet  pretend^  to  authorifc  an  entail 
of  folly. 

It  is  enough  for  the  duty  of  fervants,  if  they  obey, 
and  more  a  great  deal  than  they  are  bound  to,  if  they 
imitate  their  mafter,  as  children  their  parents,  in  all 
things  lawful  and  honeft.  Their  fervice  would  not  be 
worrfi  his  wages,  had  they  not  the  fen{e  to  diftinguifli 
between  right  and  wrong  in  his  conduct,  fo  far  as  that 
condudl  may  be  either  way  a  patteci)  for  their's ;  and  if 
they  have  fenfe  enough  to  lerve  a  foolifti  mafter,  God 
will  expedt  they  (hould  ufe  their  fenfe  in  confidering 
how  to  ferve  him,  whofe  infinite  goodnefs  makes  his  a 
much  eafier  fervice,  and  whofe  infinite  authority  fupcr- 
fedes,  not  only  the  examples,  but  the  commands  of  all 
created  mafters. 

The  examples  of  the  clergy,  who  are  but  rtien,  and  to 
my  certain  knowledge,  fometimes  the  weakeft  of  men^ 
are  to  be  limited  by  the  fame  rule.  Mankind  are  more 
fevere,andjuftly,on  their  faults  than  the  faults  of  others, 
and  therefore  lels  tempted,  one  (hould  think,  to  be  led 
aftray  by  their's,  than  by  lay  tranfgreffions,  efpecially  as 
their  fermons,  or  at  leaft  their  texts,  furnifh  antidotes 
as  faft.as  their  mifcondudt  can  fcatter  poifons. 

The  condudl  of  faints  and  pexfons  infpired  is  not  al- 
ways to  be  followed,  becaufe  being  left  by  the  fpirit  of 
God,  in  many  cafes,  to  themfelves,  they  have,  through 
human  frailty,  been  guilty  of  fuch  actions,  as  were  be- 
forehand cxprefsly  forbidden,  or  afterwards  feverely 
reproved  by  that  fpirit.  Mofes,.  David,  Solomon,  and 
Saint  Peter,  though  diftinguifhed  by  the  moft  eminent 
gifts  and  graces^  have  proved  fufHciently  on  fome  occa^ 
E  #  4  fions. 
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pons,  tbat  ihey  were  but  men.  Now  to  imitate  them 
in  their  evil  and  not  their  good  adiona,  is  to  prefer  fm 
to  virtue  in  a  charadter,  where  they  (hew  each  other  in 
the  ftrongeft  point  of  light.  This  therefore  is  a  choice 
that  can  never  be  made,  but  by  a  mind  equally  loft  to 
common  fenfe  andgoodnefs. 

The  example  even  of  Chrift  himfelf  goes  not  beyond 
diis  rule.  *It  only  excites  and  (hews  us  how  to  do  what 
hi9  precepts  have  already  rendered  right  and  fit  to  be 
done;  and  never  becomes  a  law,  but  when  hisexpre(3 
command  enadts  it  as  fuch.  He  did  many  things,  all 
of  them  infinitely  good  in  him,  which  it  would  be  pre-* 
fumption  in  us  to  attempt,  or  wickednefs  to  do. 

Much  lefs  furely  are  the  cufloms  that  obtain  among 
the  rich  and  great  to  be  imitated  in  all  things,  as  is  too 
uJommon,  without  diftinftion.  They  may  indeed  give 
ik  countenance  to  folly,  and  bring  wickednefs  into 
vogue  in  the  upper  orders  of  men.  But  ftiU  it  (hould 
be  remembered,  that  tKofe  vices  which  are  veryfafhi-^ 
Onable  in  one  of  family  and  fortune,  fufScient  to  bear 
him  out  in  the  wiideft  excefTes,  look  but  aukwardly 
^d  pitifully  in  a  man  of  inferior  condition.  To  what 
a  (late  of  beggary  would  one  day  of  that  magnificent 
wickednefs,  which  is  applauded  in  the  great  by  all 
their  flatterers,  reduce  a  man  of  much  narrower  cir-^ 
jcumftances.  Cuftom,  forward  as  it  is  to  propagate 
folly  and  wickednefs  in  all  ranks  of  men,  forbids  the 
vulgar  neverthelefs,  yes,  and  upflarts,  to  tread  on  the 
heels  of  their  betters  in  the  high- way  of  fm }  nay,  pro- 
nounces that  very  aftion  wife  in  a  great  perfbn  of  the 
befl  education,  which  it  condonns  of  the  grofTeft  ftu-r 
pidity,  though  otherwife  circumflanced  alike  through^ 
out,  in  an  indigent  perfbn,  whofe  extreme  ignorance 
hath  always  been  as  well  the  conflant  companion,  as 
the  neceflary  effe<fl,  of  his  poverty.  A  plain  man  for 
inftance,  is  not  to  imagine,  that  abfenting  himfelf  from 
the  place  of  publick  worfhip,  or  negledling  the  Lord's 
table,  (haU  pafs  for  a  iign  of  fhrewdndfs,  or  a  mark  of 
diftindtion  in  him,  becau(e  they  are  admitted,  and  by 
many  admired,  as  fuch,  in  a  man  of  high  rank  and  for- 
tune. 
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tune.  If  he  does,  he  will  find  himfelf  wofully  difap- 
pointed.  Cuftom  itfelfwill  hand  him  down  to  his  place, 
y  and  punifti  him  with  that  contempt  which  is  due  to  his 
\  prefumption.  To  be  irreligious  and  atheiflical  is  that 
'  peculiar  privilege  which  cuftom  referves  for  and  ap- 
propriates to  the  great.  Now  if  you  whom  providence 
hath  blefled  with  moderate  or  fcanty  circumftanccs, 
feeing  the  great  man  ftop  with  his  coach  and  fix  at  the 
eye  of  the  needle,  as  too  narrow  for  fo  huge  an^quipage 
to  pafs  through  ;  fliould  you  therefore  by  a  puff  of 
your  vanity,  fwell  yourfelt  to  too  great  a  bulk  m  your 
own  imagination  for  that  entrance,  be  afTured,  the 
whole  world  would  laugh  at  jrour  damnation.  The 
world  can  well  enough  bear  (becaufe  it  is  ufed  to  the 
(hew)  to  fee  the  pomp  and  fplendor  of  it's  lords  defcend 
in  ftatealong  the  broad  waf\  buthow  great  is  it's  indigna- 
tion at  your  impudence,  who  being  only  one  of  the  lit- 
tle, will  needs  thruft  yourfelf  in  among  fuch  fel- 
low-travellers, as  if  a  ftraiter  road  were  pot  wide 
enough  for  you  who  muft  foot  it !  In  all  this  you  moft 
admire  that  impious  pride  in  the  wealthy,  for  which, 
pf  all  things,  God  hath  them  moft  /;/  derijion ;  and  this 
you  get  hy  fetiing your  affeilion  on  things  bshw^  on  things 
as  low  in  their  nature  as  their  fituation,  and  capable  only 
of  riveting  your  little  foul  to  the  earth,  or  carrying  it 
ftill  further  downward.  When  popery  was  in  vogue, 
the  road  to  heaven  was  fo  taxed  by  thofe  who  took  up- 
on them  to  mend  it,  that  a  poor  man  could  hardly  go 
to  the  charge  of  a  journey  thither.  The  way  down- 
ward to  an  oppolite  place  is  now  fo  crowded  with  weal- 
thy and  fafhionable  travellers,  the  accommodations  of 
all  forts  fo  very  dear,  and  every  little  plcafure  raifed 
to  fo  extravagant  a  price,  that  a  man  of  middling  cir- 
cumftanccs cannot  afford  to  make  the  Jaunt,  at  leaft 
like  a  gentleman,  if  his  fkill  and  fuccefs  in  gaming  are 
not  extraordinary.  This  is  probably  the  reafon,  why 
ioraty  jaded  with  plcafure,  and  impatient  of  the  ex- 
pence,  do,  towards  the  clofe  of  life,  contraft  with  an 
undertaking  prieft,  at  a  much  oj^eaper  rate,  for  a  near 
ew  the  contrary  way. 

Awake 
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Awake  out  of  fleep.  Roufe  your  underftanding  ; 
and  confidcr,  how  little  true  wifdom  is  found  in  thofe 
who  give  the  falhion ;  how  they  are  bred  up  in  pride, 
wantonnefe,  and  vice  of  every  kind  ;  how  they  are 
bogged  in  the  thick  clay  of  this  world,  how  Chrift  hath 
told  them,  that  //  is  as  cafyfor  a  camel  topafs  through  the 
eye  of  a  needle^  as  it  is  for  them  to  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  heaven ;  how  the  apoftle  hath  told  us,  that  not  many 
^i/e  men  after  thefltjb,  not  many  migbtyy  not  many  noble^ 
are  callei\  how  David  faith  that,  man  being  in  honour 
continuetb  noty  but  is  like  the  beaji  that  perifheth^  how 
the  rich,  who  die  like  other  men,  turn  all  of  them 
preachers  of  this  dodlrine  at  the  laft,  and  cry  out  va- 
nity and  vexation  offpirit^  as  the  true  charafter  of  the 
lives  they  have  led ;  how  unable  even  the  agonies  of 
death,  deepened  by  thofe  of  defpair,  are  to  find  a 
tongue  to  exprefs  the  hideous  profped  of  that  which  is 
to  follow.  God  hath  forbidden  you  to  go  in  the  way  of 
evil  men^  or  fo  much  as  to  enter  into  the  path  of  the  wick-- 
edj  for  their  way  is  darknefsj  fo  that  they  know  not  at 
what  theyflumbky  nor  that  they  lay  wait  for  their  own 
bloody  ajnd  lurk  privily  for  their  own  lives. 

'Rxit  they  profper^  you  fay,  and  come  not  into  trouble 
like  other  folks.  Be  not  carried  away  with  this  appear- 
anoe,  to  diftruft  providence,  or  to  flightthe  fcrviceof 
God  ;  but  come  hither  into  his  houfcy  as  David,  under 
the  lame  temptation  did,  and  ye  (hall  behold  the  end  of 
thefe  men.  His  word  which  we  here  confult,  will  open 
your  eyes,  that  you  may  fee  thefe  men,  formerly  fo 
profperous  in  ut^odlimjsy  fet  inflippery  places^  and  ct0 
down  into  dejirullion.  You  (hall  then  correft  your  ig- 
nojjnt  doubts,  and  fay  to  yourfelf,  how  are  they  brought 
into  defolation  as  in  a  moment !  They  are  utterly  confumed 
with  terrors. 

Cbrifis  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.  Of  his  kingdom 
youprofefs  yourfelf  a  member,  from  that  day  when  you 
renounced  the  prince  of  this  world  with  all  it's  pomps 
and  vanities.  If  you  are  really  of  Chrift,  you  will  def- 
jife  thofe  trappings  of  flavery  to  pride  and  folly,  and 
ift  your  mind  to  a  nobler  kind  of  grandeur,  the  glo- 
rious grandeur  of  being  truly  religious,  and  of  ardendy 
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loving  God,  at  a  time  when  it  is  become  falhionable  to 
forget  him,  and  the  cffeds  of  his  goodneft,  even  while 
we  wanton  in  them.  This  is  a  greatnefe,  which  you 
may  moreeafily  raifeyourlelf  to,  and  prcfcrvcyourfelf 
in,  than  the  wealthy  can  in  theirs.  This  is  true  grcat- 
nefs,  which  no  degree  of  poi^erty  can  hinder,  which 
death  cartnot  deltroy,  which  all  that  are  wife  and  good 
in  heaven  and  on  earth  (hall  fee,  (hall  applaud,  Ihall 
magnify  almighty  God  for  in  their  hymns»  while  you 
are  yet  in  your  rags,  and  longing  at  the  gate  of  Dives 
for  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  his  table.  God  fees  your 
faith,  your  patience,  your  love  of  him  in  the  midft  of 
contempt  and  indigence  5  notes  the  honour  your  per- 
feveraiice  in  thefe  exalted  graces  does  to  bim,  and  his 
religion,  and  marks  the  difference  between  that,  and 
the  (light  they  call  on  both,  who  are  neither  fo  con- 
tented nor  fo'thankfal  for  all  their  wealth,  as  you  are 
ID  the  midft  of  your  poverty.  At  the  very  inftant  ijiat 
the  high  heads  of  this  world  pafs  you  by,  as  one  be- 
neath their  notice,  the  angels,  the  principalities,  the 
powers  in  heafven,  look  from  their  thrones  on-you  and 
your  trTumplis,  with  a  joy  which  all  the  raptures  they 
feel,  and  all  the  glories  they  poflefs,  cannot  divert. 
Great  is  the  kingdom  of  your  Lord,  and  great  are  you 
already  in  that  kingdorti,  though  fo  defpicable  here, 
where  pride,  folly,  and  ignorance  prevail,  and  Satan 
reigns  by  permiflion  fora  time;  "      * 

But  falhionable  as  it  is  grown  to  forget  God'and  con- 
temn hisfervice,  ihereare  every  where  fomepmongihc 
great  who,  in  fpiteof  cuftom  and  numberlcfe  tempta- 
tions, cfteem  it  their  higlieft:  honour  to  worfhip  himat 
his  houfe^  and  in  their  owh,  with  an  humility  and  con- 
ftancy,  equal  to  yours.  Thefe  fouls,  ennobled  by  reli- 
gion above  their  wealth  and  titles,  Ihine  down  from  the 
highcft  Rations  of  life  in  all  the  luftre  of  piety,  probity, 
and  humanity.'  Kindle  at  the  warmth,  and  purfue  the 
light  of  ihele  funs,  and  .not  the  falfe  h'ghts,  or  conta- 
gious heats,  of  thofe,  who  being  fet  on  fire  of  hell, 
glare  on  you  from  above  with  m^ignant  rays. 

Confider 
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Confider  with  yourfcif,  you  to  whom  the  cuftoms 
of  the  world  are  yet  a  temptation,  is  the  folly  of  him 
who  cunningly  fchemeshisown  confufion,  the  extrava- 
gance of  him  who  purfues  the  ruin  of  his  own  fortune, 
the  wickednefs  of  him  who  labours  to  bring  corruption 
on  his  own  nature,  remorfe  on  his  own  conscience,  and 
endlefs  mifery  on  his  own  foul ;  a  6t  objeft  of  your 
imitatiqn  I  Can  your  reafon  reconcile  itfelf  to  this  ? 
C^n  you.  hqpc  for  honour  in  following  him,  whom, 
with  your  own  eyes,  you  fee  haftcning  to  infamy  ? 
\fk  fcldng  the  ridiculous  defpicable  fool  offafhion,  and 
that  only  at  fecond  hand  ?  Can  even  your  pride  ftoop 
ipthjs?  If  it  can,  how  low,  how  abject  a  thing  is 
t}iat  pride!  How  does  your  enemy  at  once  infult  the 
groffacfs  pf  your  ftupidity  by  a  fnare  fo  palpable, 
aJixl  tread  your  little  foul  into  that  dirt,'  which  the 
parade  of  cuftotii  raifes  on  the  broad,  the  downward 
%o9^<\  of  falfe  hpnour ! 

Ix  is  certainly  every  man's  duty  to  himfclf,  who  lives 
in  \\\t  Ijght.of  the  gpfpel,  to  be  guided  by  his  own 
pyes,  jt  Ijepretench  to  fee  at  all;  and  not  flavilhly 
giye  birpfelf  up  to  the  diredtion  of  others,  who  pro- 
bably care  very  Utile  which  way  they  eo;  who  perhaps 
.a^re  led  thcmfclvcs  by  fuch  a  train  or  lucceffion  of  ex- 
ainples.  a3  there  is  no  tracbg  to  any  other  original, 
than  fully,  it  may  be,  V^^Kednefs,  grown  grey  and 
'  venerable  by  length  of  tirr^e ;  pr  to  purfuc  to  any  other 
^cnd,\than  if^amy  and  mifery,  made  ftill  more  dread- 
.  ful  by  the.profpedt  of  eternity. 

lofteiid  (qf ioUovyiogonc another  to  ruin,  let  us  be- 
.(e^h  vif^tip  jixour  imitation  on  the  glorious  example 
,cJf,9ar  bleflfcd  Savi^^  when  through  infirmity 

.|we  fj^ii^  Vo^cept  of  his  nacrit  and  mediation  for  u^ 
..th^  pi}r  4i,ve^  t;i\oij^  j^t^an  mfinite  diftanc^'  m?y  fol- 
low jxis  intyirti)e,ai)d  oiir  fouls  afcendatlattintbthofe 
^^ppy  fx(aq{^pns  W  He  is  gone  before  toprepare  fpr 
us.  To  jii^,  in  the  u^ij^y  pt  the  ever  blcM  Trinity, 
^e  f\\  jwgji\,  prUjiriiy,  dignity,  and  ^ominiob,  now, 
andfor.ip;^rn)ipi;c.    .Afl>jen- 
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TH^E R E  isno  one  tbbg. that  ihews  ^ clearly 
die  d^raved  and  difiblute  turn  •  of  the  prcfent 
tithes,  4s  the  growing  diftafte*  to  matrimony,  avowed 
by  many,  and  the  argmitents,  not  iefs  impertinent  than 
the  jefts,  made  ufe  of  to  ipread  thatdiftafte  among  the 
yoiing  and  giddy  part  of  mankind.     The  tendency  of 
-'both  can  be  no  other,  than  either  to  eftabliih  universal 
lewdneis,  or  bring  on  an  universal  defolation.    If  thofe 
'  argnments  hsr^e  any  trmh  in  them,  it  can<  be  only  <m  a 
maxim  chat  all,  or  abnoft  all,  the  individuals  of  bodi 
* iexed are'  toowioiced  to  tYvaSt  ot  be  cho&n intp  this 
ilate ; •  <^  eife^diar a:good  man  and agood. won^ahad 
'better  live  afunder,  than  together.     I  fay  again,  if 

thofe 


420       How  to  cbufe  a  Good  Hujband  or  fFife, 

thofe  arguments  are  true,  this  world  is  a  fort  of  hell 
rather  than  a  place  of  trial;  and  if  they  are  falfe,  it  is 
little  better  for  liftening  to  them,  and  ading  on  them, 
as  it  does.  ^ 

But  be  this  as  it  will,  no  human  creature  can  fubfift 
happily,  if  at  all,  out  of  fociety ;  nor  can  there  beany 
fuch  thing  as  fociety,  to  anfwer  the  end  of  a  comforta- 
ble, not  to  (ay  happy  fubfiftence  in  this  world,  without 
matrimony.  We  may  feirly  therefore  conclude,  with 
God  and  nature  to  vouch  it,  that  itu  not  good  for  man 
to  be  ahne^  and  thai  a  yoimg  perfon  of  eitlicr  lex  mllift 
be  curfcd  with  very  unhappy  difpofitions,  or  at  leaft  in 
other  refpc<fls  very  particularly  circumftanccd,  to  be 
an  exception  to  this  rule. 

And  yet  it  muft  be  owned  that  many  matches  arc 
unhappy,  that  more  are  likely^to  be  fo  \  nay,  and  that 
few  are  bleifed  with  that  pef  fed  fatisfedlion,  which 
the  ftate,  rightly  underftocxl  and  embraced,  is  natu- 
rally qualified  to  afford,  or  the  parties  tbemfelves  thus 
joined,  expedked  from  it.  The  libertine  in  principle  lays 
this  to  the  charge  of  the  inftitution  ;  and  the  women 
are  blamed  for  it  by  the  rake  and  the  witlbg,  to  whom 
the  riiore  diftinguiftied  faults  of  that  fex  are  neverthc- 
lefs  chiefly  owing.  But  marriage  is  the  inftitution  of 
God,  and,  fay  what  the  irreligious  will,  is  founded  on, 
and  fitted  to,  the  nature  God  hath  given  us  %  fo  that 
to  argue  againft  it,  is  to  commit  a  violence  on  nature^ 
and  to  infult  it's  creator  in  one  of  hisearlieftand  moil: 
uniyei'fal  laws.  And  to  accufe  the  weaker  fex  with  all 
the  miferies  of  the  married  ftate,  is,  in  the  event,  no- 
thing elfe  but  accufing  ourfelves,  who  cither  by  the 
bad  education  we  give  them,  or  by  the  wrong  tafte  ia 
us,  to  which  they  arc,  in  fome  fort,  obliged  to  accom- 
modate themfelves,  make  them  what  they  are ;  for  ic 
may  be  laid  down  for  a  rule,  that,  in  gene- 
ral, women  ever  were,  and  ever  will  be,  nearly  what 
the  men  pleafc  they  (hould  be ;  for  fo  mueh  as  they 
are  better,  the  unconquerable  goodneds  and  nnxlefty 
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of  their  own  nature,  humanly  fpeaking,  merits  all  the 
thanks.  ^ 

No,  the  growing  number  of  unhappy  marriages  is 
really  owing  to  theerroneous  notions  entertained  by  moft 
people  concerning  the  ftate  of  matrimony  itielf,  to  the 
abfurd  or  wicked  cuftoms  of  the  world,  to  the  foolifti 
humours,  the  fenfual  defires,  the  pride,  the  coyetouf- 
nefs  of  mankind,  and  in  fome  places,  to  the  ill-judged 
Jaws  that  have  determined  the  civil  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  married  people. 

pew  .people  Jknow,  and  f^^wer  ftill  confider,  that  a 
ofimrried  couple,  though  joined  together  on  a  footing  of 
fuperiority  in  the  hufband  and  Ibbordination  in  the 
wife,  are  one  fleih  or  body  ^  and  that  this  body  caa 
have  but  one  mtereft,  one  (chemeof  comfort  and  hap- 
pinefs,  to  which  divifion  and  deibrudtion  are  precifdy 
the  fame  thing. 

Notwitbftanding  that  this  is  the  decree  of  God,  as 
plainly  written  in  our  nature,  as  in  his  word,  yet  the 
cuftoms  of  this  world,  equally  foolifh  and  impious, 
draw  the  man  and  his  wife  afunder  by  the  enticement 
of  feparate  pleafures,  fatisfadtions,  and  even  interefts ; 
»d  this  too  fbrongly  tends  to  the  feparation  of  their 
.afFe£kions.  They  themfelves  are  previoufly  fb  wedded 
to  feparate  views,  that  they  almoft  always  propofe  to 
themfelves,  in  marrying,  fuch  as  are  mutually  wide  of 
one  another,  and  cannot  be  perfedlly  accompliflied  to- 
gether, at  leaft  in  any  confiftency  with  that  one  com- 
mon view,  which  both  ought  to  make  the  fole  end  of 
marrying. 

They  who  marry  on  whim  or  humour,  build  a  ca^ 
tie  on  the  clouds,  and  fee  it  tumble  to  the  ground  in 
ruins  before  they  can  enjoy  themfelves  in  it  a  fingle 
week.  The  fenfualifts  lay  a  foundation  almoft  as  in- 
f^urc,  and  accordingly  fddom  prolong  their  fatisfac- 
tions  beyond  the  end  of  the  firft  month.  When  pride 
is  the  chief  motive  to  matrimony,  it  never  fails  to  in- 
fpire  the  one  party  with  tyranny,  and  theother'with  re- 
liellion.  It  is  no  wonder,  and  as  littlo^natter,  if  thcy^ 
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who  through  covey3uihe&  fell  themfelves  into  this  (late, 
are  treated  afterwards  as  ilaves  and  beafts,  rather 
than  as  free  and  rational  creatures.  Conjugal  bvecan 
never  fubfift  on  it's  own  free  and  generous  footing  in 
that  country,  where  the  wives  are  by  law  put  almoft 
on  a  level  with  the  fervants ;  nor  can  the  benefits  of 
fubordination,  though  in  particular  cafes  become  ab- 
Iblutcly  necelTary  to  peace,  be  hoped  for  in  that  other, 
which  hath  made  them  l^ally  independent  on  their 
hufbands. 

To  make  marriages  happy,  the  ftate  itfelf  ought  to 
be  well  under  flood ;  the  true  and  rational  ends  of  en- 
tering into  it,  carefully  confidered  ;  the  cuftoms  of 
the  world,  fo  far  as  they  are  culpable  in  themfelves  or 
detrimental  to  thofe  ends,  thoroughly  defpifed  ;  and 
the  wrong  motives  to  marriage  already  mentioned,  ei- 
ther wholly  laid  afide,  or  kept  in  fb  diftant  a  posnt  of 
view,  that  but  a  very  flight  di(appointment  fball  be /Of- 
fered, in  cafe  they  happen  to  be  but  indifferently  pro- 
vided for.  They  who  will  not  take  this  advice,  and 
yet  arc  weak,  enough  to  hope  for  happineft  in  a  marri- 
ed Hate,  run  the  hazard  of  acting  over  again  the  trage^ 
dy  of  their  firfl  parents,  andof  expulficm  from  that  par 
radife  they  vainly  promife  themfelves,  while  a  fcaft  on 
it's  forbidden  fruits  is  preferred  to  all  it*s  folid  2sA 
wholefome  joys,  till  time  and  woful  experienoe  open 
their  eyes,  and  convince  them,  that  all  their  fenfual, 
worldly,  and  ambitious  views,  were  but  fo  many 
temptations  or  illufions;  and  that,  inftead  of  being 
made  happier  than  God  hath  allowed  them  to  be, 
they  are  become  as  miferable  as  their  enemy  could 
wifli  them  in  this  life. 

Such  things  are  they  to  avoid  who  intend  to- marry 
wifely ;  and  the  things  they  are  to  aim  at,  are  the 
true,  the  natural,  the  Icriptural  ends  of  matsimony. 
Thefe  are  judicioufly  diftinguifhed  and  fct  out  by  our 
liturgy,  and  are  but  three;  thcraifingup  ofanbo- 
nourable  and  legitimate  pofberity  ;  the  prefcrrotion  of 
virtue  j  and  the  focral  -affiftance  and  comfort  which 
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two  perfons,  thus  joined  tpgether,  may  receive  from 
each  other,  but  not  poffibly  from  all  the  other  perfons 
or  pofrcffions  in  the  world. 

It  is,  no  doubt,  an  unfpeakable  fatisfaftion  every  rea- 
fonable  father  receives  from  a  well-grounded  belief 
(which  in  regard  to  a  fpurious  brood  can  never  take 
place)  that  his  own  real  ilfue  are  to  be  the  objedls  of  his 
love  and  care,  and  are  to  inherit  the  fruits  of  his  labour 
and  frugality.  But  it  is  a  much  greater,  to  find  one,  in 
whom  he  can  fafcly  center  all  his  other  wife  diflipated  and 
criminal  afFedlions ;  in  whom  he  can  repofe  an  entire 
confidence,  and  from  whom  he  is  aflured  of  large  re- 
turns for  every  infbnce  of  love,  of  tendernefs,  of  gene- 
rofity,  which  the  kindeft  heart  can  give  to  the  moft  be  • 
loved  objed,  an  objeft  able  to  fweeten  all  his  affliftions, 
and  redouble  all  his  comforts.  The  pleafure  of  an  or- 
dinary heart  arifes  from  the  fatisfaftions  it  receives  from 
without.  The  happinefs  of  a  great  and  noble  foul,  from 
the  fatisfaaions  it  imparts.  A  truly  good  couple  feaft 
on  both  in  their  higheft  human  perfedlion,  and  know  no 
greater  joy,  excepting  that  which  they  hope  for,  when 
death  (hall  divorce  them,  in  order  to  a  yet  infinitely 
happier  marriage  with  their  redeemer. 

Behold  the  important  and  bleffed  ends,  which  they 
ought  to  have  in  view,  who  would  wi(h  to  be  wifely  and 
happily  married ;  and  tell  me,  whether  family,  whether 
fortune,  whether  titles  and  pods  of  honour  are  to  befet 
in  competition  with  thefe.  On  thefe  let  the  youth  of 
both  fexes  (for  to  them  only  I  diredt  this  difcourfe)  fix 
their  attention  ;  and  then  let  them  hear  the  advice  lam 
about  to  give,  which,  if  followed,  will  hardly  fail  to 
furnilh  each  of  rfiem  with  that  help ^neet for  ^r^i^,  which 
God,  as  my  text  fets  forth,  gracioufly  intended  they 
Ihould  obtain. 

To  avoid  repetition  and  confufion,  I  fpeak,  for  the 
moft  part,  as  to  men,  but  intend  what  I  fay  equally  for 
the  other  fex.     In  the  firft  place,  let  every  one  who 
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thinks  of  marriage,  confider  with  himfelf,  whether  he  is 
qualified  for  that  ftate  or  not,  whether  he  labours  under 
any  incurable  or  loathfome  diforders  of  body,  which 
may,  when  known,  prevent  the  poflibility  of  his  be- 
coming, or  continuing,  an  objedt  of  conjugal  affedtion. 

If  he  is  free  from  all  impediments  of  this  fort,  let  him 
next  confider,  whether  he  is  not  naturally,  or  habitually 
fubjcft  to  diforders  of  a  yet  more  difqualifying  nature, 
I  mean  thofe  of  the  mind. 

A  proud  difpofition  is  very  unfit  for  a  ftate,  where- 
in fo  much  meeknefs,  complacency,  mutual  refignati- 
on,  and  mutual  forbearance,  are  neceffarily  required. 
An  haughty  fpirit  can  never  brook  a  fuperior,  nor 
bear  an  equal.  It  is  impoffible  it  fliould  become  one 
with  any  kind  of  temper.  With  an  humble  one  it 
cannot,  becaufe  it  is  of  fo  different  a  nature  ;  with  a 
proud  one  it  will  not,  becaufe  it  is  of  the  fame ;  for 
none  hates  pride  fo  much  as  he  that  is  moft  addifted 
to  it  himfelf.  Befides,  hatred  is  but  one  degree,  and 
that  a  fmall  one,  more  oppofite  to  love,  than  pride. 
Pride  is  founded  on  the  conceit  of  too  much  worth  to 
admit  of  aivy  fervices  or  kindnefles  but  as  a  fmall 
part  only  of  what  it  mierits ;  and  therefore  he  always 
infults,  who  pretends  to  oblige,  the  proud ;  for  what 
can  be  added  to  one  who  is  already  felf-fuificient  ?  It 
is  eafy  to  fee  what  a  contempt  of  kind  offices  is  likely 
to  do  in  a  ftate,  where  hiappinefs  cannot  fubfift  but  on 
love ;  and  where  love  hath  nothing  to  feed  it,  but  a 
lively  fenfe  of  mutual  kindnefs,  ever  apter  to  over-rate, 
than  undervalue,  each  adt  of  friendfliip,  and  even  each 
affectionate  intention. 

In  the  next  pfece,  an  angry  temper  is  enough  to 
render  him,  who  is  fubjedt  to  it,  unfit  for  a 
ftate  which  hardly  admits  of  a  medium  between 
the  higheft  fwcets  of  peace,  and  the  bittereft  ef- 
fcds  of  war.  The  ties  of  matrimonial  union  are 
of   too   tender   and  delicate  a  nature   to  refift  the 
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violent  (hocks  of  fo  rude  and  outragious  a  paffion, 
which  often,  like  thunder,  in  one  furious  moment, 
blafts  and  batters  to  the  groiind  that  affedtion  which 
had  been  the  lovely  growth  of  many  a  year's  endear-* 
ment.  It  is  only  among  doves,  and  other  the 
meeker  kinds  of  brutes,  that  we  ob&rve  any  thing 
like  marriage.  Lions,  tygers,  wolves,  and  the  like 
fierce  and  nery  animals,  are  not  known  to  aflbci- 
ate  in  pairs.  As  often  as  an  human  lion  and  lionefis 
happen  to  be  joined,  we  know  too  well,  and  they 
know  to  their  coil,  what  fort  of  lives  they  lead; 
and  when  one  of  diis  ftormy  difpofition  is  m&rried 
to  another  of  a  gentle  and  delicate  turn,  the  bois- 
terous carriage  on  the  one  fide,  together  with  the 
filent  fufTering  grief  on  the  other,  prefent  us  with 
a  fight  as  piteous,  as  the  other  is  hideous. 

Hardly  ids  oj;q)ofite  to  that  fbte,  wherein  all 
the  happinefi  hoped  for  muft  fpring  from  bve,  is 
a  dark  and  fuUen  temper,  which  can  neither  love, 
nor  be  loved.  There  is  no  planting  tender  affec- 
tions upon  this  rod^.  Were  you  to  fill  a  veffei, 
like  this,  with  honey,  or  with  a  compound  of  all 
the  higheft  fweets  in  nature,  the  whole  would  (bur 
in  a  very  little  time,  and  turn  to  vineg^  and 
gall.  Such  a  mind  is  the  proper  element  of  fe- 
cret  difcontents,  which  it  nourifhes  in  a  furly  fi- 
lence ;  of  virulent  humours,  which  it  begets  on 
itfeif,  without  the  concurrence  of  another,  by  a 
ibrt  of  diabolical  generation ;  and  of  hatred  equal- 
ly caufelefs  and  unaccountable. 

Again,  a  man  of  jRiattered  affediions  and  a 
fickle  turn  of  mind,  fliould  beware  of  binding 
himlelf  for  life  to  one.  Such  a  temper  caa  ne- 
ver be  united  to  another.  To  a  fickle  one,  it 
cannot,  becaufe  in  both  there  is  a  difpofition  to 
fly  off.  To  a  conftant^one  it  cannot,  becaufe  if 
but  one  of  the  parties  varies,  it  is  fufficient  to 
F  f  2  feparatc 
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4epat«te-  dtat  from  :  the  other  which  is  fixed. 
ToibeTied'i>y  the  ccaufcience,  and  at  the  &nie  time 
&t  adcift  by  die  heart,  places  the  mind  in  fuch 
-a  ftate  d£  ^ffara^iiam,  between  duty  and  pleafore, 
tas  makes  it  impoffible  .to  provide  for  either.  A 
Sna^rifge  can- never  be  h^ppy^  if  one  of  the  par- 
ties caniiot  pleafe  the:pthdr.  But  it  is  impoffible 
to  pl^e^  that:  i^erion  whofe  temper  one  does 
4iot- khow.  ".  Now,:  Ithe  fickle  is.  of  ail  tempers 
'by!  thms,  c  and  it  is  as  .eafy  to  forefee  which  way 
.tfae-!wind'<v^ll  blow  nett,.  !as  to  gtieis,  d[  what 
IminiJr.he "  wili  be  to-morrow. 

Again,    the  jealous  ought    not    to  marry;    for 
4n   smrria^ge   there  <Gan.  be   no  happinefs  without 
:mmual  iconfidence.     Deftnroy  that   once,    and   the 
warmed  love,   though  other  wife  the  very  life  and 
foul-  of '  thia    union,     becomes  the  grand  bone  of 
;4:ontenciani    .Neither  ftrong  appearances,  nor  even 
.Tnahifeftly.:bad'  aftions,    will  leave  deeper  impref- 
fioris  on  a  fouhd'inpind,    th^  his  own  crazy  fuf- 
picions:  ilill   fouce   on'the  jealous,    when  nothii^ 
arnlfs  hath  -been  ;  done,   nor  even  the  imalleft  ap- 
peirdrlces,'  haw  been  gmsn.      But,    as  no  human 
creature 'is  perfeft^  n6r  always  on  the  watch,  fmall 
-faufiS'  willr  be  committed^   and  fometimes  the  pro- 
bability sof  greater   will   axife,    when   nothing  but 
abf^|:e''jperfeftioni    or,'  at:  worft,    but  a  fufficient 
flock  of  care  and  caution  is  wanting.      Now,  he 
that  iiath.  jealoufy^  for-  a  natural  difl^emper,   and  is, 
over  and  above,    infedted  with  a  general  ill  opini- 
on* of  human  nature,'  'arifing  either  firom  a    very 
corropt  i  turn  of  mind  in  bimfelf,    or  from  a  cri- 
minal e^tpcrience,    is   fure  to    make   the    moft   of 
>e\i*ry  thing  to  realize  appearances,    and    magnify 
faults  intp  crimes.  ^ 
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Laftly,  (Mie  of  a  felfiih  difpofidon  ought  never  tdea* 
gage  in  a  ftate  of  life  fo  (bciai,  aiB  that  of  matrimony* 
The  fatisfadions  of  the  felMi  are  greateft  to  him  alone 
and  apart  from  others.  What  the  reft  of  mankind^ 
what  even  his  neareft  relatives^  father,  mothtr^  chiK 
dren,  wife,  enjoy,  he  looks  upon  as  ib  mucli  ioit  to 
himfelf ;  and  hath  no  notkni,  th^t  ei:yoynicats  of  any 
kind  can  be  encreafed  by  being  (harcd.  Now  it  is 
participaticMi  only  that  in  a  married  ftate  improves 
every  comfort,  every  pleafure,  up  to  perfeilipn ;  that 
heightens  ordinary  fare  into  delicacies  ;  and  raifes 
cottages  into  palaces.  He  that  cannot  place  his  hap- 
pinefs  at  leaft  as  much  in  giving,  as  receivings  may 
be  married,  .but  can  never  have  a  wife.  There  is  more 
of  exchange  and  commerce  in  themairimontaH  than 
in  any  other  fort  of  fociety ;  and  here  therefore,  of  all 
markets,  it  is  moft  unreafonable,  nay  biquitous,  to 
think  of  trading,  if  we  cannot  find  in  our  hearts  to 
lay  out. 

What  then,  you  will  herecry  out,  are  all  people  ftibjedk 
to  thefe  infirmities,  many  or  moft  of  which  are  natu- 
ral, to  abftain  from  marriage  ?  The  anfwer  is,  every 
one  fliould  abftain  from  that  which  is  likely  to  bring 
him  into  a  worfe,  inftead  of  a  better  condition,  than 
his  prefent  one ;  and  whether  matrimony  will  p.oba- 
bly  better  the  condition  of  one  who  is  very  proud,  paf- 
fionate,  futlen,  fickle,  fufpicious,  or  felfifti^  let  all 
people,  whom  it  may  concern,  judge  for  themfelves. 
A  low  degree  of  thefe  culpable  qualities  is  not  fuffici- 
ent  to  render  any  one  wholly  unfit  for  matrimony ; 
nor  even  an  higher,  if  the  mind,  from  true  piety  and  . 
it's  other  virtues,  hath  force  fufficient  to  mafter  it. 
But  in  whatfoever  degree,  difpofitions,  fo  untoward, 
affedt  the  mind,  in  the  &me  degree  will  they  endan- 
ger or  leffen  the  comforts  hoped  for  in  that  ftate. 
But  when  I  infift,  that  perfons  enflaved  to  the  un- 
happy difpofitions  mentioned,  and  governed  by  them 
as    the    diftinguiftiing  properties    of  their    minds, 
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ought  not  to  marry,  I  by  no  means  intend  to  exclude 
even  them  c^bfolutely  from  that  date.  It  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  t^  door  which  (huts  out  their  faults, 
may  lie  open  afterwards  to  their  peribns.  As  none 
but  a  gobd  man  or  woman,  can  poflibly  be  a  good 
hulband  or  wife;  and  a^  none  but  the  good  can 
be  happy,  whedier  married  or  Tingle,  whether  here 
or  hereafter;  it  muft  be  ifurety  the  purpofe  of  every 
thinking  believer  to  correct  in  himlelf  all  fuch  high- 
ly criminal  difpofitions,  as  lay  an  everlafting  and 
unfurmountable  bar  (till  they  ar6  removed)  a^inft 
the  fmalleft  rational  hope  of  happinefs  in  either 
world.  He,  who  bemgfubjedk,  info  high  a  degree, 
to  properties  of  (b  very  bad  a  nature,  will  not 
repent  and  amend,  I  ftill  infift^  can  never  enter  in- 
to the  paradife  of  marriage  with  a  good  wife  here, 
nor  into  the  heaven  of  an  alliance  with  Chrift 
hereafter.  God  never  created  a  help-me^t  for  iiich 
a  man  as  this.  He  therefore  does  but  deceive  him- 
felf,  and  in  this  cafe  moil  fatally,  who  thinks  of  de- 
ceiving another,  and  hoptis  that  his  ill  qualities  will  fall 
heavy  only  on  the  perfon  he  efpoufes.  Tbey  will  fall 
with  double  weight  on  him,  and  worry  his  confci- 
ence,  as  well  as  his  peace.  That  man  is  a  fool 
who  expedts  more  fatisfaftion,  or  Ms  vexation, 
in  a  married  ftate,  than  he  is  prepared  to  give. 
All  uneafinefTes, '  as  well  as  pleafures  are  here  re- 
ciprocal. '  If  the  married  pair  have  but  one  hap- 
pinefs,  they  have  likewife  but  one  jnifery.  Good  of- 
fices in  this  flate  ar6  authorifed  to  propagate  their 
(pecies ;  and  ill  ones  take  a  licence  to  be  at  leaft 
as  fruitful  in  their  kind.      ' 

Whofoever  hath  looked  carefully  into  himielf, 
and  finds  no  impediment  to  wedlock  there, 
may  now  turn'  his  enquiry  outward  in  order  to 
find  a  help  meet  for  onefo  principled  or  dlfpofed,  as 
he  is,  or  takes  himielf  to  be.  As  the  impediments  of 
U  body 
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body  and  mind,  on  which  I  have  fufficiently  dwelt ; 
render  the  perfon  fiibjedl  to  them  equally  unfit  to 
chufe,  or  be  chofen ;  and  as  therefore  no  prudent 
perfon,  confcious  of  them  in  himfelf,  would  ever 
marry ;  fo  neither  ought  he,  if  he  could  avoid  it,  who 
hath  no  fuch  bars,  wed  with  another  that  hath.  But 
the  queftion  is,  how  he  fhall  know  this.  If  it  is  nb 
cafy  matter  thoroughly  to  examine  and  find  out  one- 
felt,  it  mufl  be  flill  more  difficult  to  penetrate  into 
the  difpofitions,  the  culpable  difpofiiions  more  e(pe- 
cially,  of  others,  who  naturally  abhor  all  prying  into 
their  faults,  who  in  order  to  match  well,  as  it  is  cal- 
led, ufe  all  imaginable  arts  to  keep  their  failings  out 
of  fight ;  and  as  many  more,  to  parade  off  every  na- 
tural and  acquired  advantage,  and  to  make  a  fhew, 
without  feeming  to  intend  it,  not  only  of  fpotlefs  good- 
nefs,  but  of  excellencies  fufficient  to  render  invifible 
the  blackefl  fpots,  if  they  had  them. 

Though  this  now  is  folly,  folly  indeed  of  the  grolT- 
cft  kind,  yet  certainly  it  requires  no  fmall  degree  of 
wifdom  to  detect  it,  and  to  keep  clear  of  it's  fnare, 
which  is  but  the  more  apt  to  catch,  for  offering  the 
catcher  as  a  bait.  It  were  better  therefore,  that  be- 
fore any  fleps  are  taken  towards  a  match,  the  parties 
fhould  be  oom|>etently  acquainted  with  each  other  on 
a  footing  of  indifFerency,  wherein  mafks  and  di(guifes 
are  lefs  apt  to  be  ufcd.  However,  when  an  opportu- 
nity of  previous  knowledge  cannot  be  had,  qualities 
io  extremely  bad  as  to  forbid  the  banns,  are  gene- 
rally too  headflrong  to  be  totally  concealed,  even  af- 
ter overtures  ar^  aftually  made.  They  will  be  apt 
to  peep  out  a  little ;  and  that  together  with  the  induf- 
try  and  conflraint  applied  to  keep  them  in,  which  can- 
not be  fo  eafily  hid  from  a  difcerning  eye,  may  give  a 
fufiicient  alarm.  If  the  bait  only  is  feen,  it  may  fuc- 
ceed  i  but,  as  the  wife  man  (ays,  in  vain  is  the  net  it- 
i^iifpreadin  the  fight  of  any  bird. 

F  f  4  But, 
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But  in  the  name  of  common  fenfe ,  why  nets 
or  artifices  of  any  kind  in  a  cafe  like  this  ?  In  a 
married  ftate  the  ill  qualities  of  one  party  will 
equally  ruin  the  peace  of  both,  and  the  grievous 
difappointnjent  that  muft  follow  on  an  unavoidable 
difcovery,  will  ftill  further  enflanije  the  caufe  ot 
difcontent.  Marriage  is  but  a  fhorter  hell,  if  it 
does  not  unite  the  hulband  and  wife  into  one, 
pow  it  is  impoilible  to  pa(s  any  impofitions  on  ei 
ther,  without  palling  them  all  on  that  one ;  and 
therefore  they  can  carry  with  them  no  wifer  fort 
of  cunning,  than  that  of  the  devil,  all  whofe 
fchemes,  howfoever  deftruftive  to  the  unhappy  fouls 
he  deludes,  are  fure  to  leave  the  contriver  in  the 
hotteft  place  of  punilhment  at  laft. 

For  this  reafon  it  is,  that  were  I  to  advife,  two 
perfons  who  mean  to  go  together,  ftiould,  inftead 
of  concealing,  actually  difcover,  yes,  adlually  dif- 
covcr,  to  each  other  all  their  faults  and  infirmities, 
whether  of  mind  or  body,  in  the  full  a^ravati- 
on  of  every  real  circumftance.  This  is  the  hor 
neft  way  of  dealing,  and  may  prevent  a  too  Jate 
repentance,  in  cafe  they  (hould  not  find  themfelves 
made  for  each  other.  But  if  they  marry  after  all, 
no  room  will  be  left  for  difappointments  or  reproach- 
es, for  upbraidings,  or  charges  of  impofition  on 
either  fide,  they  haviiie  by  this  wife  and  ingenuous 
ftep,  taken  each  otlSr  for  neither  better  nor 
worfe  than  they  really  are.  This  fort  of  condudl 
raiay  have  another  vety  good  efFedt.  A  cou- 
ple, thus  joined,  not  being  able  on  the  utmoft 
trials  afterwards  to  difcover  a  fingle  fault,  of  which 
they  were  not  mutually  apprifed  before- hand,  will 
not  be  by  any  means  fo  apt  to  fufpedt  each  other 
of  greater  faults  than  they  arejuftly  chargeable^  with^ 
as  thpfe  who  marry  in  the  dark. 

There 
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There  are,  befide  the  more  diftinguifhed  impedi- 
ments,* already  infifted  on,  fome  others  of  a  lefs 
interefting  nature,  and  yet  of  too  much  confequence 
to  be  wholly  pafled  over  in  filence,  fuch  as  a  great 
difference  in  fortune,  family,  education,  temper, 
underftanding,  and  the  like.  The  habits  and  pur- 
fuits  of  mankind  are  carried  fo  wide  of  one  another 
by  thefe,  as  to  make  it  very  difficult  to  unite  under 
the  influence  of  caufes  fo  apt  to  divide. 

A  great  inequality  of  fortune  before  marriage  is 
too  often  remembered  by  the  more  wealthy  party 
after  it ;  and  if  not  as  well  remembered  by  the  other, 
fails  not  to  breed  abundance  of  heart-burnings,  per-^ 
haps  upbraidings,  to  the  great  difquiet  of  both.  Of 
the  two,  it  is  wiier  and  letter  to  buy,  than  to  fell ; 
but  all  markets  of  men  and  women  are  generally 
as  unhappy  in  their  confequences,  as  they  are  in- 
decent and  unworthy  in  their  own  nature. 

Nor  does  a  great  diverfity  of  family,  though  a 
matter  purdy  notional,  occafion  a  lefs  diverfity  of 
mind.  It  is  not  eafy  to  make  one  out  of  two,  taken 
from  the  upper  and  lower  ends  of  the  world.  The 
one  knows  as  little  how  to  foar,  as  the  other  to  de- 
fcend.  Family  makes  almoft  as  great  a  difference  at 
foecies,  and  it  is  unnatural  to  couple  creatures  of  dif- 
ferent kinds. 

Fortune  and  family  produce  a  third  difference, 
as  cuftom  hath  ordered  the  matter,  more  confidera- 
ble  than  either  in  itfelf,  a  difference,  I  mean,  of 
education,  which,  more  than  nature,  determines  the 
manners  of  mankind  to  courfes  often  fo  direftly  op- 
pofite  i  and  what  it  determines,  fo  rivets  by  invettr 
rate  habits,  that  a  compound  of  fire  and  water  burft- 
ing  forth  in  thunder,  is  not  too  flrong  a  fimilitude  for 
that  marriage  which  joins  the  hand  of  one 'high-born, 
high-bred,  and  richly  endowed,  to  that  of  another, 
low-pitched  in  all  tliefe  refpedls. 

From 
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From  nature,  heightened  frequently  by  fortune, 
family,  and  education,  arifes  a  fourth  difference,  that 
of  temper,  fo  very  great,  that  even  it's  goodnefs  in 
two  minds  is  not  fufncient  to  prevent  the  ill  effeds  ot 
it's  diverfity  in  kind.  From  a  mixture  of  two  very 
diflferent  wines,  although  both  of  the  bed  forts,  a 
ftrong  fermentation  firft,  and  then  a  jumble  of  no  va- 
lue, is  to  be  expeAed.  But  if  either,  or  both  are  bad 
in  riiemfelves,  the  compound  is  fure  to  be  wretch- 
ed. 

A  great  difparity  of  underflanding,  as  it  is  an  hin- 
derance  to  union,  ought  alfo  to  be  an  hinderance  to 
marriage.  In  converiation,  the  more  refined  cannot 
relilh  me  rude,  nor  the  ftupid  comprehend  the  lively 
and  acute.  In  condudt  there  can  be  no  contribution 
of  counfel.  Contempt  perpetually  breeding  difguft 
on  one  fide ;  and  envy,  hatred  on  the  other ;  the  rati- 
onal being  and  the  meer  animal  can  never  grow  into 
one. 

Difference  in  point  of  religion  ought  likewife  to  be 
confidered  as  no  trivial  objedtion  to  a  match  \  firft, 
becaufe  as  religion  is  the  only  fpring  of  all  the  conju- 
gal, as  well  as  other  virtues,  no  one  fhould  wed  with 
another,  who  hath  fb  little  of  it,  as  to  make  the  ex- 
change of  it  a  compliment  to  the  greatefl  mortal  on 
earth;  and  fecondly,  becaufe  when  the  attachment 
to  different  religions  is  too  ftrong  for  fuch  compliances, 
that  attachment  threatens  the  parties  with  difcord  and 
contention,  as  is  ufual,  about  the  very  principle  of  love 
and  peace. 

In  chufing  a  partner  for  life,  regard  is  not  to  be 
had  only  to  the  abfence  of  bad  or  improper  qualities, 
but  alfo  to  the  poffeflion  of  fuch  as  are  gqod  and  fuita- 
ble.  This  hath  been  ftrongly  fuppofed  in  all  I  have 
hitherto  faid.  True  piety  is  the  parent  of  real  merit, 
the  beft  improver  of  every  good  natural  difpofition, 
and  the  only  correAor  of  the  bad.  Piety  is  the  pow- 
er of  God  bman,  giving  birth  to  virtue  where  na- 
ture 
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turc  had  denied  it,  and  growth  wherever  it  is  already 
found.  This  humbles,  this  fweetens,  this  tames  the 
mod:  wild  and  untoward  difpofitions  ;  and  therefore 
may  ferve  for  a  fummary  recommendation  of  the  per- 
ion  Weft  with  it,  as  the  fitteft,  or  rather  the  only  ob- 
jeft  "of  choice.  All  defefts  of  fortune,  and  many  of 
perfon,  may  be  prudently  difpenfed  with  in  one  truly  , 
and  highly  religious. 

As  to  perfon  and  countenance,  it  will  be  fufficient  to 
obferve,  that  neither  ought  to  be  diiagreeable,  be- 
caufe  difirelifli,  tho'  arifing  from  a  fingle  feature,  may 
fpread  an  imaginary  ugbneis,  not  only  over  the  reft  of 
the  body,  but  aUb  over  the  moft  amiable  qualities  of 
the  mind.  However,  good  fenfe,  good  humour,  and 
a  fund  of  cheartulheis,  are  enough  to  give  ftature  to 
the  loweft  perfon,  ind  a  degree  of  beauty  to  the 
homelieft  fate,  if  the  beholder  is  not  a  fool,  I  mean^ 
if  he  is  not  dne  of  thofe  who  can  fee  with  nothing,  but 
their  eyes. 

Upon  the  merits  of  this  important  choice  in  refer- 
ence to  all  the  heads  of  advice  here  offered,  it  is  the 
bufinefs  of  every  prudent  perfon,  after  confultins  fully 
with  himfolf,  to  aik  the  opinions  of  his  wifeft  and  moft 
experienced  friends,  of  his  parents  inore  efpecially,  if 
they  are  ftill  ^live;  and  the  riither,  becaUfe,  as  a  chris- 
tian, he  cannot  difpofeof  himfelf  without  their  appro- 
bation. He  is  to  give  them  a  child,  at  the  &me  time 
that  he  gives  himfelf  a  wife ;  and  (hould,  with  a  ten- 
der, a  dutifiil,  and  a  grateful  heart,  confult  their  com- 
fort in  the  addition  of  fo  near  a  relation ;  as  they,  from 
the  hour  of  his  birth  to  this  day,  have  ever  anxioufly 
confulted  his,  in  every  thing  that'  concerned  him.  He 
(hould  remember,  that  his  parents  are  older,  and 
in  all  probability  much  wifor,  as  to  affairs  of  this 
nature,  than  him;  and  that  God,  the  univerfal  pa- 
rent, is  the  watchful  guardian  of  their  rights. 

And  to  that  all-wife  and  infinitely  gracious  Fa- 
ther ought  he  to  apply  with  an  intire  refignation^ 
'  and 
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and  with  an  heart  full  of  devotion,  for  that  only  guid- 
ance which  can  never,  like  that  oi  men,  miflead  him. 
Let  him  earneftly  befeech  God  not  to  leave  him  to 
himfelf,  or  the  arts  of  others ;  but  to  forward  or 
fruftrate  his  prefent  intentions,  as  his  unerring  wiP 
dom  and  never  failing  goodne(s  (hall  judge  for  the 
bed.  As  I  am  coiifcious  of  many  and  great  defeds 
in  all  I  can  fay  to  you  on  this  very  intercfting  fubjeft, 
to  make  you  full  amends  for  them  all,  I  (hut  up  the 
whole  with  this  laft  advice,  wherein  there  is  no  room 
for  error,  nor  indeed  for  any  addition,  and  (b  leave 
you  in  the  hands  of  God. 

It  is  an  obfervation,  equally  common  and  unin- 
telligible, that  marriages  are  made  in  heaven.  They 
cannot  furely  be  all  made  thtre.  An  unhappy  mar- 
riage is,  at  moft,  but  permitted  by  providence  j  and 
why  permitted,  unlefs  for  the  punifliment  of  fuch  as 
neither  confult  with. God's  word,  nor  feek  his  blcffing 
on  their  dcfigns?  Now,  the  rcafon  why  they  do 
neither,  is  plain.  Having  all  along  confulted  with 
the  enemies  of  God,  ihat  is,  the  flefli  and  the  world, 
nay,  and  fometimes  with  the  devil  alfo,  in  forming 
their  defigns,  they  know  full  well,  thofe  defigns  are 
of  too  corrupt  and  finful  a  nature,  ever  to  be  fandti- 
fied.  They  are  therefore  afraid  to  bring  them  before 
God,  but  not  afraid  to  carry  them  into  execution,  as 
if  he  that  will  not  blefs,  were  unable  to  curfe,  a 
praftice  fo  infolent  and  impious. 

Here  now,  I  know,  you  will  be  ready  to  lay,  if 
mankind  were  to  make  ufe  of  all  thefe  precautions,  to 
caft  about,  and  confult  at  fuch  a  length,  there  would 
be  few  marriages.  Admitting  your  obfervation  for  a 
truth,  I  anfwer  it  by  faying,  there  would  then  be  few, 
if  any,  unhappy  marriages.  Is  it  not  a  wifer  courfe, 
never  to  marry,  than  to  marry  on  one  principle,  and 
hope  for  happinefs  in  marriage  on  another  ?  To  mar- 
ry for  pride,  and  hope  to  live  together  in  mutual 
'•  condefcenfion  ?  To  marry  for  wealth,  which  one  ctf 

the 


How  to  cbufe  a  Good  Hujband  or  (Fife.       435 

the  parties  purpoies  to  hoard  up,  and  the  other  to 
flaunt  away  in  articles  of  vanity ;  and  yet  to  hope  for 
agreement  in  their  manner  of  living  ? 

But  I  am  fuDy  perfuaded,  that,  were  the  young 
people  of  both  (exes  refolved  to  take  the  courfe  I  have 
been  recommending,  inftead  of  diminifhing,  it- would 
greatly  encreafe,  the  number  of  marriages,  and  even 
bring  them  to  a  much  fpeedier  conclufion,  than  the 
prefent  methods.  It  is  a  long  way  about  to  adjuft  ^U 
the  punctilios  of  family  pride,  to  examine  into '  for- 
tunes, to  fearch  old  deeds  and  records,  to  draw  long 
fettlements  with  a  number  of  wary  clau(es,  and  to  ex- 
amine every  piece  of  Gold  with  all  the  nicety  of  a 
critical  Mammonift.  Two  minds,  wifely  and  honeft- 
Jy  determined  to  be  open,  might,  moderately  (peak- 
ing, find  the  way  to  know  each  other  fijfiicicntly  ia 
half  the  time.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  way  of  na- 
ture, whi  :h  never  moves  in  a  curve,  when  (he  can 
take  along  a  ftraight  line.  In  countries  where  nature 
is  followed,  there  is  no  found  perfon  of  either  (ex  to 
be  found,  who  is  grown  old  in  celibacy ;  whereas  here, 
where  nothing  but  art  and  refinement  is  ftudied,  a 
great  part  of  mankind  live  and  die  unmarried,  to  the 
unfpeakable  damage  of  the  community,  and  with' a 
ftill  more  deplorable  injury  to  virtue.  As  to  the  con- 
dition of  particulars  (the  good  of  the  public  and  the 
interefts  of  virtue  out  of  the  queflion)  it  is  plain  to 
common  obfervation,  that  the  troubles  incident  to  an 
unhappy  marriage,  if  not  in  their  utmoft  extreme, 
are  but  amufement  to  the  (blitude,  the  gloom,,  the 
melancholy,  the  peevifhnefs,  the  fufpicion,  the  con- 
tempt, the  defertion  in  calamity,  ficknefs,  and  death, 
ever  found  about  him  or  her  who  hath  protra^ed*  a 
fingle  Ufe  to  grey  hairs. 

All  this^  and  mofe  than,  this,  which  no  force  of 
words  can  defcribe,  and  ftill  more  than  that,  which 
theday  of  judgment  only  can  difclofe,  might  be  pre- 
vented, were  people  matters  of  fuflicient  fenfeand  refo- 

lution 
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lution  to  break  through  a  fet  of  cuftoms,  as  whimfical 
as  they  are  tyrannical ;  as  dqmonftrative  of  ftupidity, 
as  they  are  produdive  of  mifery ;  and  going  one  ftep 
downward  in  point  of  fortune  or  family,  to  make  a. 
choice  (for  here  they  may  chufe)  of  the  firft  fuitable 
objects  they  meet  with ;  and  fb  fpend  their  days  with 
that  choice,  in  one  degree  le(s  of  pride  and  pomp, 
than  cuflrom  tempts  them  to  aim  at.  It  is  eafy  to  fee 
what  a  fpeedy  multi{dication  of  marriages  this  prac- 
tice would  produce,  though  attended  with  all  the  pre- 
cautions infilled  on  in  this  difcourfe.  A  condud  (b 
difinterefted  and  religious,  would  infallibly  bring  a 
bleifing  on  every  match  fo  made,  provided  they,  who 
in  wedding  thus  take  care  to  bow  only  to  the  true 
God,  are  as  careful  to  obferve  his  command,  in  mak- 
ing no  marriages  with  the  worfhippers  of  other  Gods, 
riches,  titfes,or  inordinate  pleafures,  the  idols  of  a  de- 
luded world.  But  why  did  I  fpeak  of  going  down- 
ward in  point  of  fortune,  fioce  the  prudence  and  good 
oeconomy  efpoufed,  will  probably  bring  in  more 
wealth  in  the  event,  than  expenfive  vanity,  though 
for  the  prefcnt  more  amply  endowed,  is  able  to  pro- 
duce in  hand  ?  Poverty  coming  with  a  great  fortune, 
and  wealth  with  a  perfon  of  none,  are  not  uncommon . 
things.  But  fuppofing  it  were  otherwife,  it  were  in- 
finitely better  to  have  a  good  huiband  or  wife  with 
poverty,  than  the  reverfe.  Better  is  a  dinner  of  herbs 
where  hue  is^  than  a  flailed  oXy  and  birred  therewith. 
Better  is  a  dry  morfel^  and  quietnefs  therewith^  than  an 
hou/e  full  offacrifices  with  ftrife.  If,  as  our  Saviour 
telis  us,  the  life  is  more  than  meaty  we  may  &fely  ven- 
ture to  fay,  a  comfortable  life  is  much  more  to  be 
regarded  by  one  who  is  about  to  marry,  than  a  fuper- 
fiuity  of  wealth,  for  neither  does  a  maris  hfe^  nor  the 
real  comforts  of  his  life,  amfifl  in  the  abundance  of  the 
things  be  pojfeffetb.  Yet  how  many  marry  fortunes  on- 
ly, and  confider  the  hufband  or  wife,  that  brings 
them,  meerly  as  a  tri^e  thrown  in»  and  find  out  at 

leifure. 
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leifure,  that  thefe  trifles,  which,  if  rightly  chofen, 
might  have  brightened  every  day  of  their  lives,  are 
now  able  only  to  makb  them  miferable. 

Marriage  is  coniidered  by  both  fexes  as  a  matter  of 
fo  great  importance,  that  little  lefs  than  one  half  of  all 
the  cares  and  labours  of  mankind  is  laid  out  on  .ways 
and  means  of  making  young  people  agreeable  in  order 
to  advantageous  matches.  I  am  not  going  to  plead 
for  a  diminution,  but  only  for  a  better  application,  of 
thefe  cares.  Since  marrying  well  is,  and  ever  necef- 
iarily  muft  be,  a  bulinefs  of  the  laft  confequence, 
every  one  ought,  in  the  firft  place,  to  know,  that  this 
confequence  is  not  by  any  means  io  materially  derived 
from  the  fortune  or  tamily,  as  from  the  principles,  dif- 
poiitions,  and  habits  of  tne  perfbns;  and  that  to  mar- 
ry well,  is  to  get  a  prudent  and  good  man  for  an  huf- 
band,  or  a  prudent  and  good  woman  for  a  wife. 

In  the  next  place,  it  ou^ht  to  be  univerfally  laid  down 
as  an  invariable  and  indilpenfible  rule,  that  fuch  only 
are  to  be  fought  for,  and  that  fuperior  merit  is  ever  to 
decide  the  choice,  againft  all  other  confiderations. 
This  will  be  the  rule  of  acceptance  and  preference 
with  unerring  wifdom  at  the  laft  day ;  and  can  it  be 
a  wrong  rule  now  }  i,  wrong  rule  to  chufe  that  perfon 
by,  who  is  to  make  a  full  half  of  onefelf  for  life  ? 

In  the  lafl  place,  were  this  an  univerfal  rule  (fo 
ftrong  under  worfe  rules  even  now  is  the  defire  of  be- 
ing well  married,  and  fo  greatly  would  this  encreafe 
it)  the  world  would  foon  be  reformed,  would  foon 

Eut  on  a  new  face  of  religion,  of  virtue,  and  of  all  that 
igh  and  lading  happine(s,  which  flows  from  both. 
.Young  men,  inftead  ot  being  fed  up,  from  their  child- 
hood, in  little  elfe  than  idlenefs  and  impertinence,  in 
Kide  and  folly,  would  be  ftrongly  tin^ured  with  the 
/e  of  God  and  goodneis,  would  be  trained  to 
humility,  meeknefs,  and  diligence  in  fome  ufeful 
calling }  and  as  they  advanced  in  years,  inftead  of 

foppery 
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foppery  and  efTemioacy  in  drefs,  inftead  of  drunk- 
ennefs,  lewdnefs,  fwearii^,  and  quarrelling,  v^ould 
ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  eredk  on  the  firm  foun- 
dation, early  laid  in  their  hearts,  the  noble  fuperftruc- 
turc  of  profitable  and  ornamental  knowledge,  of  man- 
ly arts,  of  humanity  and  kindnefs  to  all  men,  of  ho- 
nour and  integrity  un()iaken  in  all  trials,  and  of  un- 
daunted bravery  in  the  fervice  of  their  king  and  coun- 
try. This,  and  every  thing  of  like  kind,  they  would 
do,  as  knowing  no  other  accompliihments  capable  of 
recommending  them  to  an  happy  match,  ^nd  as 
knowing  alio,  that  thefe  could  hardly  fail  to  give  them 
the  heart  and  hand  of  any  woman  they  fhouid  think 
fit  to  a(k. 

And  as  to  the  other  iex,  were  real  merit  alone  per- 
mitted to  fix  their  titles  to  good  hufbands,  an  eternal 
adieu  would  be  hidden  to  abnoft  all  the  prefent  arts  of 
catching  men.  it  would  no  longer  be  the  (ble  buAnefs 
of  their  lives  to  learn,  nor  exhauft,  as  it  now  does, 
the  whole  care  of  their  mothers,  toteach  them  alluring 
looks  and  airs,  to  enquire  after  the  neweft  fiiihions,  to 
ftudy  the  ooiours  beil  fitted  to  difguife  or  fet  off  their 
complexions,  to  hold  long  confultations  with  the  un- 
dertakers of  beauty  about  thb  beft  fort  ot  wafties, 
and  to  fpend  one  half  of  every  day  in  the  deep  myf- 
tery  of  fetting  pins.  No,  religion,  in  all  it's  mod 
beautiful  and  affedling  colours,  would  be  prefented  to 
the  fifd  dawnings  of  reafon  and  fenfibiUty  in  their 
minds-  Humility,  modefty,  fweetnefs  of  temper,  and 
a  thorough  command  of  their  paflions,  would  be  next 
introduced,  and  pradtif^  into  habits;  and  the  laft 
ftage  of  their  education  would  be  filled  with  maxims  of 
prudence,  ^ith  materials  for  entertaining  and  profit- 
able converiation,  and  with  the  rules  of  good  cecono- 
my.  From  a  courfe  like  this  they  would  come  forth 
into  the  world,  not,  as  now,  ridiculous  compounds  of 
pride  and  affedtation,  contemptible  pageants  of  drcfs 
and  fiifliion  \  but  adorned  with  angelick  graces,  (park- 
ling 
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ling  with  native  jewels  of  their  own  polifliing,  and 
idreiTedfor  an  aflembly  in-the  new  Jerufafenfi.  ~— 

Now  thefe  methods  would  neither  fhorten  the  fta- 
ture  of  the  men,  nor  darken  the  complexion  of  the 
women.  All  the  natural  advantages  of  face  and  per- 
iod would  ftill  be  preserved ;  and  I  will  venture  K)  lay, 
due  regard  being  had  to  neatnefs  and  deanlinefs,  fet 
off  to  infinite  advantage  by  the  majefly  of  the  more 
manly  virtues  in  the  one  fex,  and  by  the  delicacy  and 
fweetneft  of -the  female  gtages  in  the  otheif ,     .    ^ 

•Here  is  a  picture  but  imperfedHy  Iketched,  which 
neverthelefs  I  wi(h  you  would  impartially  ccxnpare 
with  the  defpicable  trifles  and  pernicious  arts,  where- 
with the  fexes  labour  to  pleafe,  to  enfnare,  and  impofe 
on  each  other  in  this  artificial  world.  What  a  glory 
diffufes  itfelf  round  that !  what  a  ridicule !  what  a  (a- 
tyr  on  mankind  grins  from  a  bare  mention  of  this ! 
If  you  have  eyes  to  fee,  behold  the  infinite  difference  ; 
and  God  give  you  underftanding  in  aU  things,  parti- 
x:ularly  this, .  through  Chrift  Jefus  bur 'Saviouf,  to 
whom,  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirtt,  be  all 
might,  majefly,  dignity  and  dominion,  now,  and  for 
evermore,    Amen.  *^  *  •  ^  — ., 
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A  mithjk^  hr^%:bis\f^bPf:  dfid-mafifcry  and  be  joined 
umrbv  ^^  ^  ib^  t'^Jbali  b^  (mcjkjb;, 

WHAT  is  here  iaid,  was  intended  for,  an^ 
is  as  true,  with  a  meet  verbal  akeratioiiy  of  a 
woman.  She  al(b  will  leave  her  father  and  mother^ 
that  is,  her  neareft  and  dcareft  relations,,  in  order  to 
find  a  yet  clofer  and  more  beloved  relation  in  a  hu(^ 
band.  '  Neither  however  would  do  this,  <Sd  they  not 
hope,  on  grounds  apparently  promiiing,  for  more  ia« 
tisfadion  and  happinefs  in  a  new  ftate  of  their  own 
choice,  than  in  the  old,  to  which  they  were  introduced 
by  l^^ir  birth,  and  wherei^;they  cannot  expe£t  to  Qon-^ 
tinue,  l>ut  for  a  (hort  and  uncertain  parto/  dieir 
lives. 

Their  hopes  are  not  likely  to  deceive  them,  if^  <» 
bothffdes,  due  care  and  circumQpeAion  have.beea 
employed  in  making  and  fixing  the  choice;  if  they 
are  good  m  themfelves ;  and  in  peribn,  temper,  jprin- 

'  ciplca 
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ciples^  and  icbemes  of  fiViAg  ngreriabfe  and  fuitable  td. 
4Kh  otter.  Btt€  requifite  as  this  fmtablcndk  is,  fonse^  - 
t^hcit  lurtter  kf  neceifary  lo  thtir  happinds.  Their 
notiofi^  6f  matrktiony  ought  to  be  the  fame ;  and  to  be 
Jb^  ought  to  be  takieh  from  the  real  nature  of  ibaif 
ami  the  accouAt  giteh  of  it  in  the  wo^d  of  God,  by  Ad 
meand  from  prejudiced  or  imaginations  of  their  oWn. 

As  to  the  nature  of  that  ftat^,  it  will  be  fufficient 
to  a^^ehend^  that  k  i$  a  (bciety  of  two  peribns^  whoL 
while  it  continues,  ought  to  have  butoneintereft,  and 
I^tf  Cuaik  to  thai ^  oi)e  only  feheme  of  life,  calculatec^ 
^eed  tfpbn,  axkl  unifomity  purfued  by  both,  in  or^ 
der  fo  oUe  add  the  htht  fort  of  happinefs,  whereof 
both  are  lo  be  e^ual  partakers  ^  and  fikewife  dliht 
reverfe,  a£f  o^ten  as  trduUes  or  a^Uftions  (hall  occur, 
wheth^  the  oedafiOli  of  happme&  or  aflfidibir  (hair 
vifit  them^  both  at  once,  or  tK=gin  with  the  otle,  or  tte 
other.  They  are  to  enjby  each  other's  com^rts,  to* 
fuflfer  eachdilier'a  forrdws,  and  even  to  be  c^//antf 
fide  of  eadh  6(her*s  BeMt  and  difteitipers.  All  this* 
zstiSe^  bam  the  very  nahire  of  an  alitance,  founded  oil 
faiMiM^  of  intiereft,  and  on  the  higheft  dqgree  of  \Cf^t 
vl^hieh  the  partii^  are  capable  of  entertainir^.  Now, 
it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  either  (uch  an  iil- 
tereft  or  fue^  a  I6t*e,  (hocAdfv^ft  in  a  fbciety  of  mdre 
thM  tm^i  m^  thereft^e  pohgamy,  thoi^h  pradtifecf 
by  many  ftaliond^  ri  a  ihottfter,  abhorred  by  nature^ 
ai  monfter,  made  uj!^  of  afingle  head  and  a  jpturality  of 
bodies,  e^et  neeeffiirily  at  variance  among  themfelves. 

This  nat^irar  nbtion  of  matrimony  is  confirmed  and^ 
eilfereed  by  ^  word  6f  God  in  that  remarkable  paf- 
fag^  froni^  Whenee  itty  itxc  is  borrbwed,  wherein  the 
inured- lipdftte  reprefents  the  nnior^  bePtveen  Cbri/t  and 
bh  ibHrcb  bjir  the  unhn  htfueen  an  bujband  and  bis  wife^ 
and  thia  agjftib,  by  tbe  itmoH  betitoeen  tbe  bead  and  tbe. 
ntefnbef^sMdnoHihitbodjt.  Chrillkive&,  provides  for, 
and  ^Q^f^rnfl  hia  ehurch,  juft  a^  the  good  hulband  does 
his  wife,  and  he  ^ain  loves,  providesibr,  and  governs 
G  g  2  his 
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his  wife,  jufl  as  a  wife  aiid  careful  head  does  the  reft 
of  the  body.  Invert  this  order,  and  you  will  (ee  a  gpod 
wife  loving  and  obeying  her  htifband,  as  a  found  body 
does  in  regard  to  it's  head,  and  as  the  church  does  in  re- 
gard to  Chrifl.  Here  a  famenefs  of  intereft  and  happi- 
nefe  is  clearly  fet  forth  as  neceifary  to  matrimony,  that 
the  hufband  and  wife  may  know  themfelves  to  be  but 
one,  one  hcdy  orflejh^  and  the  fubjeftion  of  the  wife  to 
her  hufband  is  as  plainly  laid  before  us,  that,  if  differ- 
ehces  (hould  arife,  they  may^4Dd  an  eafy  and  fpeedy 
determination,  without  the  interpofition  of  a  third 
perfon,  which  feldom  leaves  the  conteft  it  was  called 
to,  in  a  better  flate  of  agreement,  than  it  was  before. 
Were  human  nature  as  it  fhould  be,  the  hufband*s 
right  to  govern  would  always  lie  by  as  a  dormant  title, 
and  the  happinefs  of  the  married  ftate  would  be  fuffi- 
ciently  provided  for  on  the  footing  of  unity  alone,  the 
firfl  and  moft  lovely  fpundation  whereQn  it  is  built  by 
the  holy  fcriptures.  But  whereas  our  nature  is  cor- 
rupt, and  more  or  lefs  ill-difpofed  in  the  very  bcft  of 
ipankin3;  the  fecond,  which  enjoins  the  fubordina- 
t)on*of  a  wife  to  her  hufband,  is  there  alfo  added,  that 
peace  at  laft  may  be  recovicred,  when  love  is  lofl,  or  in 
danger. 

It  is  true,  that,  in  nature  and  reafon.  A?  right  of 
governing  ought  to  go  with  the  fuperipr  underftanding, 
whether  placed  in  t^e  hufband  or  wife.  But  then,  in 
regard  to  each  particular  couple,  who  (hall  decide  it's 
plaoe  ?  Of  all  points  this  is.  the  Jafl  to  be  determined 
by  a  contending  hufband  and  wifp.  Nor  can  any  third 
perfpn  pofli'bJy  do  it  forti>em>  both  f(?r  want  of  know- 
ledge ^nd  authority.  AJl  i>e  could  do,  MTOuld  be  to 
decide  in  particular  caufes  of  difference  \which,  be- 
fides  that  It  would  be  ^^dlefs,  mufl,  by  adjudgiQg  the 
fuperiority  of  reafon  in  this  inflance,  to  tl^cone  party, 
.and  in  that  to  the  o^her,'  leave  the  general  merits  of 
their  underftanSings  refpedively,  as  much  in.  the  dark^ 
a$  ever. 
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To  prevent  or  remedy  this,  asoccafion  may  require, 
the  God  of  peace  and  order,  who  alone  can  judge  in 
fuch  a  matter,  and  who  will  no  otherwife  than  by  his 
word,  and  the  reafon  he  hath  given  us,  interfere  with 
the  contefts  of  man  and  wife,  hath,  once  for  all,  ruled 
the  cafe,  and  commanded  the  latter  to  obey  \h^  former 
in  all  things  lawful  and  honef^.     I  will  not  fay,  this 
rule  is  founded  on  a  greater  degree,  geirerally  (peaking, 
of  natural  capacity  in  men  than  in  \^omen,  for  I  know, 
alrho'  much  may  be  faid  for  it,  yet  a  good  deal  may 
be  (aid  againft  it.     But  one  thing  is  certain,  that  men 
in  general  have  mofe  ftrength  of  body  than  women, 
and  therefore  in  all  druggies  for  the  upper  hand,  let 
fiiperior  rea(bn  lie  where  it  will,  may  come  off  eventu- 
al conquerors.    Now,  pre-eminence  of  authority,  fup- 
pofing  an  equality  of  underftanding,  (hould  naturally 
go  with  pre-eminence  of  ftrength.     This  ftrength  of 
body  however  gives  the  man  a  great  advantage  over 
the  woman  in  point  of  acquired  knowledge;  for  wAIIq 
the  delicacy  and  feeblenels  of  her  body,  and  her  bearing 
and  fuckling  of  children,  confine  the  woman  to  do- 
meftick  cares,  for  which,  befides,  her  courfe  of  edu- 
cation muft  be  calculated ;  the  man,  by  his  ftrength, 
is  fitted  for,  and  carried  out  to  labour,  trade,  war, 
and  the  like,  which  afford  him  a  far  greater  opportu- 
nity of  improving  his  natural  talents,  of  growing  in 
experience,  and  gathering  knowledge,  particularly  the 
neceffary  knowledge  of  men  and  thinjgs,  wherewith  he 
is,  or  may  be  concerned.     Add  to  this,  that  to  fit  him 
the  fooner  and  better  for  affairs,  the  courfe  of  educa- 
tion, as  to  the  higher  and  more  important  branches  of 
learning,  runs  unavoidably  in  his  favour.     It  wou^ 
be  as  cafy,  as  it  is  unnecelfary,  to  (hew,  that  women 
are  no  better,  fitted  by  nature  for  the  learned  employ- 
ments of  law,  phyfick,  or  divinity,  than  for  the  fpade, 
the  fword,  or  the  exchange.     As  then  the  great  af- 
fairs of  the  world  muft  pais  through  the  hands  ot  men  j 
muft  be  managed,  determined,  and  finally  fettled  by 
men,  it  follows  unavoidably,  that  in  the  hands  of  men 
G  g  3  the 
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the  right,  as  well  as  the  capacity  and  power,  to  go- 
vern, muft  be  placed. 

I  ^y  not  thete  things  as  a  party  (For  on  many  occa- 
fions  I  could  have  wimed,  had  it  been  lawful,  that  die 
wife  had  been  to  govern)  but  only  as  one  whofe  duty 
it  is  to  fpeak  after  God  and  nature,  and  to  inculcate 
the  general  law  of  both.  But  were  I  alked,  to  what 
end  I  have  taken  fuch  a  compais  on  this  particular 

rrt  of  my  fubjeft,  I  fliould  anfwer,  that  I  have  done 
to  give  all  married  people  who  hear  me  a  rig^ht  no- 
tion of  the  (late  they  are  in,  of  the  terms  of  union  for 
which  their  vows  arc  folcmnly  plighted,  of  the  tender 
tnd  ardept  love  they  ought  to  noqri(h  in  their  hearts 
towards  each  other ;  and,  when  that  love  is  not  aa 
warm  as  it  were  to  be  wifhed,  of  that  peace,  order,  and 
decency,  i^hich  the  Aibmii&pn  of  the  wife  only  can  in 
that  cafe  maintain.  To  prevent  thofe  unhand(bme, 
imd  otherwife  endlels,  bickerings,  whidi  fo  often  make 
th^  married  ftate  unhappy,  nothing  would  be  of  lb 
inugh  ufe,  a$a  dueconuderation,  both  in  the  hyfband 
and  wife,  of  the  nature  of  that  united  ftate  they  are  in, 
which  Can  give  them  but  ope  happinefs,  or  one  miiby, 
aad  a  ferious  confultation  with  me  word  of  God.  This 
would  teach  them  to  know  their  places,  and  to  keep 
them,  without  mutual  encroachments.  This  would 
fet  God  always  before  their  eyes  as  tl^  awful  guardian 
of  their  vowjs,  as  the  blefler  and  rewarder  of  meir  du- 
ty, if  conformable  to  the  terms  engaged  for,  and  as  the 
avenger  of  their  crime,  if  that  duty  and  thofe  terms 
^re  flighted,  efpecially  if  obftjn^tely  and  perfevering- 
ly  flighted. 

The  expediency  of  this  condu£t  having  been,  lor 
the  time,  iufficiently  recommended,  confider  now  (I 
fpeak  to  the  married  pnly)  that  unity  of  heart  and  un- 
derftanding  being  a?  eflential  to  the  happinefi,  as  uni- 
ty of  interefl  is  to  the  nature,  of  matrimony,  it  is,  in 
the  firft  place,  your  grand  buiinefs,  whether  as  huf- 
band  or  wife,  to  ^im  at  the  attainment  and  preferva- 
t)qn  of  this  luiity,  s^  early  and  as  ftudioufly  as  you 

caoi 
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can ;  or  if  it  is  once  huit,  or  bft,  tolabour  la  the  fecond 
place,  with  all  your  might  for  the  recovery  of  it,  ^  not 
only  the  foundation  of  all  your  ha^me&,  but  the  only 
prefervative  againi):  the  greatelb  mifery,  known,  or 
knowable,  in  this  life. 

If,  after  havixjg  lived  together  for  fome  years,  you 
£nd  yburfelves  flill  one,  one  in  undesAanding  and  heait^ 
iKie  in  good  agreement  about  the  fame  fcheme  of  life,  in 
^rder  to  one  and  the  (ame  intereft  or  circle  of  fattsfafti^ 
one ;  you  are  then  fitter  to  advife  others,  than  to  be  ad- 
yiied  yourfelves;  and  have  nothing  more  to  do,  than  to 
proc^d,  es  you  have  begun,  and  to  let  nothing,  but  the 
means  of  your  eternal  f^vation  prompt  you  to  louder 
or  nx)re  repeated  thankfgivings,  than  thefenfeof  your 
prefent  enjoyment  Let  nothing,  but  themeansof  your 
eternal  (alvation,  be  prayed  for  with  more  vehen^noe 
of  heart  and  ibul,  than  a  perpetuity,  during  life,  of  that 
peace  and  love,  which  by  the  good  providence  of  God^ 
you  have  hitherto  been  enabled  to  maintain  inviolably 
towards  each  other.    Your  fingular  happinefs  is,  no 
doubt,  an  object  pt  envy  to  the  enemy  of  all  good^ 
as  was  that  of  your  i^rft  parents  in  paradiie.    ^atcb 
therefore  and  pray ^  left  either  his  malice,  or  your  own 
weaknds,  (hould,  after  aU,  open  your  eyes  as  fatally,  as 
they  did  dieirs,  and  teach  you  me  difference  between 
matrimonial  love  and  dilcord 

In  cafe  you  are  but  lately  married,  and  therefore  have 
not  had  fiafiicienttime  to  try  your  tempers  on  eaeh  others 
it  is  your  bu(ineIs4erioufly  to  confidec,  that,  circum- 
ftanoed  as  you  are,  you  muft  infallibly  become  either 
'  comforters  or  tormentors  to  each  other.  Indifference  is 
incofififtent  with  the  ver^  nature  of  matrimony,  which, 
if  it  does  not  unite  you  into  one,  cannot  leave  you,  two 
iimpty  as  you  were  before  marriage  \  but  muil:  mak^ 
you  two  ojppofites,  tw«  bitter,  treacherous,  or  fulpedled 
enemies  toeacb^ther,  and  to  your  common  happinefs. 
Aik  thoie  wIk)  have  been  long  married,  whether  or  no^ 
there  i$  anymedhim  between  happinefs  and  mifery  in 
that  State.  Their  uniform  report  will  be,  that  there 
rjCfdier  is,  nor  can  be,  any  fuch  thing. 
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Such  being  the  cafe,  you  muft  be  worfe  than  mad,  if 
you  do  not  ufe  your  utmoft  endeavours,  firft,  to  keep, 
at  the  greateft  diftance^every  caufc  of  difpute,  and  eve- 
ry occafion  of  difguft ;  and  next,  to  fay  and  do  every 
thing  that  may  nourifh  that.Iove  and  confidence,  which 
are  the  food  df  your  union,  whereon  again  depends 
abfolutely  all  your  happinefs. 

As  to  the  firft,  argue  not  about  trifles,  which  no  two 
ever  difputed  for  yet,  but  in  order  to  the  vanity  of  a  vic- 
tory, for  in  themlelves  they  are  not  of  moment  enough 
to  defray  the  charges  of  the  breath  expended  on  them. 
But  then  confider,  that  in  every  vidtory  of  this  fort  there 
are  two,  one  triumphing,  and  the  other  triumphed  over ; 
and  that  a  vidlory  or  triumph  is  the  aft  of  an  adverfary, 
not  of  a  friend  ;  nor  at  all  poffible  where  there  is  but 
one.  In  all  cafes  therefore  of  none,  or  of  little  weight, 
the  beft  way  is  to  let  the  firft  fpeaker  carry  it,  left  a 
foirit  or  habit  of  difputing,  although  begun  about  trifles^ 
mould  proceed  to  matters  of  more  confequence,  like  a 
fpark  among  ftraw,  which  fometimes  burns  the  houfe. 
Befid^^  people  feldom  difpute,  be  it  about  what  it  will, 
but  little  fallies  of  wit,  tart  exprefltons,  innuendos, 
fquinting  at  unpleafing  topicks,  or  the  fly  arts  of  feizing 
advantages  in  an  argument,  all  of  them  irritating  things, 
are  wont  to  intrude,  and  too  much  enliven  the  conver- 
fation.  This  is  not  rubbing,  as  it  is  foftly  called,  but 
really  brufliing  a  part  with  nettles,  which  is  already  fen- 
fible  enough,  and  perhaps  a  little  dilpofed  to  inflamma- 
tion. 

But  if  you  fliould  happen  to  differ  about  an»tterof  ' 
moment,  confider  firft,  whether  it  is  of  moment  equal 
to  the  love  and  peace  you  wifti  to  live  in ;  and,  if,  as  I 
will  venture  to  pronounce  it  beforehand,  it  is  not;  that 
is  the  wifeft  and  beft  perfon  of  the  two,  who,  after  ia 
fweet  and  fbothing  ufe  of  one  or  two  reafons,  firft  feizes 
the  opportunity  of  (acrificing  it  to  mutual  love,  by  a 
free  and  chearfial  furrehder.  In  cafe  however  you  are 
both  too  weak  to  run  for  this  prize,  fuppofingconfcience 
out  of  the  queftion  (take  care  you  force  it  not  in)  then 
^c  wife  muft  give  it  up  to  her  hulband  with  all  that 
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good  humour  and  good  grace,  which  become  flie  cha- 
rader  of  her  greater  gentlenefs  and  pliancy  ot  temper. 
She  is  as  ill  made  for  difputing,  as  for  fighting. 

You  muft  take  care  alfo  to  prevent  on  both  fides,  eve- 
ry tlie  fmalleft  appearance  of  emulation  or  aiming  at  pre- 
ferences in  the  eye  of  the  world,  ftill  remembering,  that 
you  are  not  two,  but  one  only;  of  alienated  afFedions, 
which  ftab  the  very  heart  of  your  union ;  of  coolnefe, 
which  threatens  it's  life ;  of  feparate  interefts  or  fecrets, 
which  fplit  you  again  into  two,  and  tend  by  a  fort  of  par- 
tial divorce  to  join  you  with  others;  and  ofjealoufy,  that 
unpardonable  reproach  to  the  honour  of  the  fufpe<5ted, 
that  dagger  to  the  heart  of  the  fiifpefting  party,  that  in- 
curable poifon  to  the  love  and  peace  of  both.  I  need  not 
tell  you  that  pride  begets  anger;  anger,  hatred  and  re- 
venge ;  and  thefe,  a  diflblution  of  your  union,  and  the 
ruin  of  your  peace ;  and  therefore  that  the  whole  bane- 
ful plant,  root  and  branch,  fibre  and  twig,  muft  be 
extirpated  firom  the  very  ground. 

But  it  may  be  neceflary  to  remind  you,  as  of  a  thing 
not  fo  commonly  obferved,  that  wran^ing,  even  though 
it  fliould  run  up  into  railing,  is  not  more  prejudicial  to 
your  union,  than  thofe  dark  and  Tullen  humours,  which 
find  the  way  to  exprefs  more  hatred,  and  a  worfe  turn  of 
mind,  by  filence  and  four  looks,  than  refentment  is  able 
to  do  with  all  its  foam  and  (putter  of  words.  The  inti- 
mate and  affectionate  footing  you  are  upon  Ihould  teach 
you,  that  too  much  opennefs,  or  too  muchchearfulnefe, 
are  things  impofTible  m  your  cafe ;  and  that  there  is  no 
one  expedient*of  fo  much  power  to  prevent  or  remove 
mifunderftandings,  as  candid  and  good-natured  expla- 
nations, prudently  timed  to  foft  occafions,  wherein  the 
real,  or  imaginary  caufes  of  difcontent  maybe  tenderly 
handled  and  healed ;  or  ihewn  to  have  had  no  other 
foundation)  but  miflake. 

But  when  sill  thefe  methods  of  human  contrivance  are 
likely  to  prove  unfuccefeful,  and  heart  from  heart  be- 
gins to  tlart  afide ;  it  is  then  time  for  you  to  bring  the 
caufes  of  your  uneafinefles  before  God,  to  compare 
them  carefully  with  your  marriage  vows  of  obedience 
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pa  one  Ude^  and  of  loee  on  both;  an^then  kneeling 
<lown  at  your  bed  £de,  there  humbly  to  confer  your 
fauks  to  mm  who  cannot  be  deceived  \  to  foirls^our  re- 
folutions  of  better  behaviour  hereafter  on  theparticakrs 
of  that  Gonfeifion;  and  then  mofteacneftly  toknplorethe 
affiftance  of  the  blefled  being  you  are  betbre^  who  in&U 
libly  wiU  hear  you,  and  enable  you  to  rife  in  a  frame  of 
mind,  much  Setter  fitted  for  the  obfervation  of  your 
vows,  and  for  the  improvement  of  bve  and  good 
agreement  between  you. 

I  hope  it  willnot  feem,  althoush  after  adiace <^ lb  fa- 
cred  a  nature,  improper  to  Q)e»  to  you  of  one  thing, 
which  many  efteem  but  a  trifle,  but  which  nevadieleis 
experience  (hews  to  be  an:iatter  of  great  oodequencein 
preventing  mutual  di(gufts  and  diftafies  between  mar- 
ried peopt^  I  mean  tl^  prefervation  of  that  delicacy  in 
drefs,  and  in  behaviour,  onalloccafions,  to  eadi  other, 
as  fiu:  as  ia  ccxififtent  with  the  intimacy  of  married  pco* 
pie,  which  you  were  ib  nice  obfervers  of  before  you 
wenttc^ther,  Itisnowoftentimesrooreconfequence 
to  keqp,  than  it  was  then  to  win  each  other's  afiedtioos. 
And  yet,  for  what  purpofe,  but  to  win,  were  all  your 
<iecorums  and  engaging  civilities  in  the  time  of  addrelT* 
ing  ?    Wby^  if  not  for  this  end,  did  you  then  take  fo 
much  pains  to  be  clean,  to  (hew  yoiuielves  every  where, 
djpecially  where  you  eaepedted  to  meet,  in  your  moft 
becoming  apparelf  to  put  on  your  beft  looks  and  m<^ 
attradive  fmtles  f   And  why  were  you  fo  watchful  to 
keep  every  diing  out  of  iiglit,  thou^  ever  {o  neceflary 
or  natural,  that  n»^t  give  the  (malle(t*offence  ?  You 
jnuft  own,  it  was  becaufe  the  contrary  conduct  would 
have  made  you  diiagreeabk,  or  leis  pleafmg  at  leait 
And  are  not  your  taAes  Ac  fiune  ftill  ?    Or,  have  civi- 
lities and  decorums  changed  their  nature,  and  loft  their 
power  to  pleafe  f   Was  it  of  the  lafl  confequence  to 
-glUn,  and  is  it  of  none  to  keep,  the  afiedlions  of  each 
other,  now  that  you  are  joined  for  life,  and  are  hardly 
ever  to  be  afunder  ?  You  muft  furdy  be  fenfible,  that 
the  want  of  that  delicacy  I  am  recommendingy  hath 
made  a  very  diiappointing  and  di^piiting  chai^  in 
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tfaofe  ^eeaUe  perfi>DS  you  took  each  other  for,  the 
day  yoa  were  married. 

By  a  careful  and  coaftant  oUervation  of  thefe  rules, 
the  caufe^  of  diftafbe  and  diflention  may  be  wholly  ba* 
mflied,  or  fo^^lSfedually  nipped  in  the  bud^  that  the  nie^ 
thods  of  promoting  and  encreafing  your  mutual  afieo- 
tion  may  have  nothing  to  check  tneir  operation. 

Thefe  are,  firft,  a  (triiSt  fidelity  to  each  other,  not 
only  in  regard  to  the  indivifible  and  iacommunicablc 
jcigbt  in  either  to  the  perfon  of  the  other ;  but  alfo  in 
keeping  each  other'$  lawful  fecreti  with  an  equal  conti- 
nence of  tongue,  and  in  promoting  the  comnK>n  good 
of  the  family,  each  in  your  own  proper  province, 
according  to  the  fcheme  of  oeconomy  ^reed  oui  with 
aU  your  (kill  and  application.  Thi$  lid^ity  wiU  b^ct 
fucb  confidence,  apd  that  fuch  edeem  and  love,  aa  all 
other  good  qualities  are  incapahli?  ot  producing.  This  i$ 
that  ibiid  virtue  which  layf  a  fock  tor  th^  foundation 
of  matrimonial  union,  whereon  yov  may  build  your 
hai^pinefe  aa  high  aa.your  other  flpod  di(pofition$  can 
carry  it,  without  much  fear  oi  a  (hake,  even  from  your 
liefa  commendable  qu^ities,  and  without  any  at  all  rrom 
the  treacherous  deugna  of  othera- 

Sut  if  to  thi$  feverer  virtue  you  can  add  ftcomamati 
(fa  meek  a$id  quiet  ffirit^  of  a  gentle  and  condeicending 
temper^  which  not  only  in  tbefg)^  cfGody  but  of  your 
partner  alio,  is  of  great  price,  you  will  wonderfuUypro- 
moce  the  harmony,  and  by  ttvit  the  love,  you  wim  to 
^eftablifh.  Single  people  may  (afely  enough  indulge 
tfaemfelvea  in  particular  humouraand way^oFtneir  own, 
if  they  are  not  finfiil  \  but  married  people  muft  pare 
away  abundance  of  unUameabie  Angularities,  in  onder 
to  fit  into  the  matrimonial  moulds  wd  grow  into  one. 

Meeknefr  aadf  jpatiencc,  if  not  too  much  let  down  to 
flavilhnefa  and  ii^pi^dky,  will  be  necd&ry  to  the  pro* 
iervation  and  ifiiqpiovemwtof  theroatrimoqial  tmion,  in 
^  midft  of  thcte  many  untoward  accidents,  which  by 
fiiUiog  fingly  oi^oneof  you  are  apt  to  occafion  a  ruffle, 
too  ^lycaudbt  by  the  other,  lihaanin£p^kM)«ifpad- 
«9oeandpreiei¥»ofiiwdaf«v^^      Herqyouthe 
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party  not  firft  attacked  by  the  temptation,  though  re* 
ally  feeling,  and  appearing  to  feel,  with  the  other,  are 
to  keep  on  your  guard,  that  you  may  ferve  as  bakn  to 
the  grief,  or  as  a  bridle  to  the  paflion  of  your  beloved 
friend.  This,  on  cooler  thoughts,  will  infinitely  endear 
you  to  a  grateful  mind,  that  will  foon  be  glad  to  have 
been  comforted  under  the  firft  onfet  of  affliction,  or  re- 
ftraincd  from  fome  wild  extravagance  by  the  ftayednefe 
of  your  temper. 

Provided  thete  amiable  di(jpofitions  are  accompani- 
ed with  kindnefs  of  heart,  and  a  ftudious  endeavour  on 
all  occafions  to  pleafe,  with  uqftinted  expreflions  oi 
love,  which  can  never  ai^>ear  fulfome,  if  lincere,  and 
with  a  manifeft  readinefs  ever  to  prefer  the  fatisfa£ti- 
ons,  while  reafonable,  ot  your  more  beloved  half,  to 
your  own  \   no  heart  is  infenfible  enough  to  be  proof 
againft  a  behavbur  fo  charming.     If  you  perfeverc 
in  it  for  a  little  time,  you  will  become  an  angel  in  the 
eyes  ot  your  beft  friend,  efpecially  if  you  have  an  op- 
portunity, and  lay  hold  of  it,  of  repaying  fome  adts  of 
unkindnefs  with   fuch  inftances  and  [woofs  of  love. 
Thcfe  will  jgo  home  through  the  heart  to  the  very  foul. 
The  fire  of  love,  fo  extremely  penetrating,  will  melt 
both  your  minds,  and  run  you  down  into  one  mafs, 
which  the  art  of  your  enemy  (killed  as  he  is  in  fire  of 
an  oppofite  nature,  (hall  never  be  able  to  (eparate. 

Such  is  the  power  of  thefe  heavenly  diipofitions, 
when  exerted  in  their  full  vigour,  though  on  one  fide 
only ;  what  then  mufl;  they  be  able  to  do,  when  felt  in 
equal  perfedion,andwith  equal  force,  on  both?  Here 
the  confcquence  muft  be  an  union,  (b  entire,  as  to 
be  inconceivable  and  almoft  miraculous,  in  the  opini- 
on of  others,  not  fo  happily  affedled. 

In  you  happy  pair,  it  is  (I  (peak  as  to  one  who  can 
thus  unite,)  that  uninterrupted  peace,  and  love  fweet- 
er  than  life  itfelf,  are  to  be  tound ;  that  fruits  infinitely 
over  paying  all  your  patience,  humility,  and  command 
of  temper,  are  adniiniftered  by  the  hand  of  reward- 
ing providence,  not  in  ftinted  meals,  but  in  ono 
delicious    feaft^    as  lafting    as    your    days ;    that 
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authority  and  obedience  lofe  their  names;  and  almoft 
their  natures  in  an  over-powering  love,  the  hufband 
no  niore  knowing  that  he  directs,  than  the  head  does 
that  it  moves  the  hand ;  and  the  wife  no  more  feeling 
that  (he  obeys,  than  the  hand,  that  it  is  moved.  Hea- 
ven only,  which  every  good  couple  is  haftening*  to^ 
(through  this  paradife  as  a  porch,)  can  raife  you  to 
greater  happinefs,  or  indeed  to  higher  glory  in  the 
judgement  of  right  reafbn ;  for  marriage^  lb  circum- 
ftanced,  is  truly  honourable^  if  the  reduction  of  every 
bad  difpofition,  and  the  exertion  of  every  good  one, 
here  nobly  exemplified,  are  ol^eAs  of  dleem. 

On  this  fide  of  matrimony  God  Alines  with  the  light 
of  his  countenance,  and  all  is  bright,  beautiful,  and 
imiling ;  but  on  your  fide,  in  whom  the  union  of  hearts 
16  loft,  night,  tempeft,  thunder,  fpread  darknefi,  con- 
fuiion,  and  mifery.  Do  you  not  defire,  and  will  you 
not  labour  to  recover  that  union,  which  is  the  founda* 
tion  of  all  the  happinefs  you  wilh  for,  and  the  only  pre^ 
ferVative  agatnfl:  the  greateft  mUery  in  this  life  \  that 
mifery  you  feel  in  pangs  like  thofe  of  the  damned,  and 
like  them,  in  bitter  accufations,  charge  on  each  other  ? 

There  are  many,  whom  it  is  loft  labour  tofpeak  or 
preach  to,  who  are  of  (b  crooked  and  perverfe  a  nature, 
that  neither  the  power  of  reaibn,  nor  their  own  into- 
lerable fuSerings,  have  any  effed:  on  them.  Thefe 
are  the  Viickedibbo  are  ejtranged  and  go  aftrof  fromtbe 
wamh  ;  taho/e/pm/bn  is  like  tbepoifsn  ofaferfifit  \  n»bo 
are  like  the  decfa^der  tbatfiofipab<ber  ear^  and  toill^  not 
hearken  to  theioiee  cf  charmers  cbatming  never  ^/6^  ^uf^^ly. 
To  their  own  vteeth^  ftic^  and  paifon,  they  nvi^  be 
left  for  acwe^^'  >    *' 

To  you  ouly^  who,  althou^of  better ']mAp^es' 
and  nature,,  have  gonetogetl7eroa'M[rong  mod^ves^  and. 
who.  throi^  dn  unfuitafaleneft  'of  mind  and  ^tttmm^,  ^ 
purfue  wrongs  or  contrary  xhiftsr^  I  addrtfs'myfw  in 
this  laft  prt  of  my  diicourfe  ;\  and  do,  in  the  iMnrela- 
of  chrifttaii 'charity,  eameftly:bdiBeQh  yoo  kocottfhdtts,  * 
that  neither  of  you  apart  can  he  h^py  of  nafieirable  $ 
...J  --^  r/  .     ..•'.     *  - -  -w, that 


thM,  difier  as  you  wHl  iii  oChir  re(jpt6ki^  in  this  at  teaft 
you  muit  be  umted^  that  you  are  tied  down  tor  life  tor 
the  iafne  Ccmdiliod^  This  &ouid  fender  you  extreme-' 
Iv  cautiouaof  dividing  your  kitercfty  ot  bynig  down 
teparttc  (chsmeU  k)v  attailMog  even  the  fame  end^  If 
nekher  cad  work  out  hap^ine&t  ^  ^  inudh  as  i^onteBt-^ 
roenty  ^ndepeodaoc  of^  or  in  opjXifition  to  the  other  v 
furelyf  it  (hould  be  the  ruiiiig  maxim  of  both  ta  aim 
at  but  one  contenoik  lui^piiiefs»  by  one  and  the  &tx 
fet  of  ineana 

Coitfider  again,  what  it  is  yo«l  c(>ntend  abckity  wbe*- 
ther  it  be  you^  ditecfions,  your  exptnees^  theiiia&^ge* 
mtaC  ef  your  ^Qiirli^  otf  fmatter  matters  def>eBding  on 
qpioion  fli»d  liv^oUr^  Be  it  what  it  wtU^  without  the 
verge.of  God's  coaamandinent^  k  canooe  be  wortb  ob^ 
iUnaieij  mh&mg  on^  finee  the  forfeimre  of  quiet,  cdnr^ 
tentmeiUr  and  nuitUal^  lovey  is  the  prbe.  Give  ft  tip 
tberefbre  as  a-  bc^coy  as  a  peaee-ofieriogy  ter  pm^ 
dence  aod  theprofpcA of  happiitefk 

Tour  whole  unwiilingnefe^  of  either  fide»  iod(ft  ihisy 
preeeodfiremirelyfrompfide.  Youleeka;vidtary,orymi 
cannot^  bear  the  thoughts  of  a  defeat.  But  botji  the  ez* 
ampto^  and  religiofls  or  your  Saviour  teach  you,  that 
in  ftich  cafes,  to  yields  is  toconquev,.  mA  tkat  these  is' 
no  other  defeat  or  fhvery^  but  fiibaiiffiDti  to  yourlsra^ 
]e&[)^on0^  Yet  iathe  face  of  this  divine  nAm&OTi 
whofentene  and fe^  you  ftifl  pretenid  to capy,  yoa 
gp^^m  t»W|>uie  every  inch  of  gsdund,  whhour  fe 
much  nMAdisg  the  ittifortaiiteot  infijapsifiGbncid  of  the 
tbittg^  imqueftion^^  aA«he£Bcn«fe<  or  dioundtioa  eftTrhe* 
po^eryQuthirft^tcKi  tittyoafind  thefovereigat^rfMi 
are  eftabliftiing,  is  like  that  of  the  devil,  e»iy  a^^ve- 
. vetgoQrur  fym^  h^t\kwidk  wboreof youireign  in^ 
deed  K  but  reigU'  bytenmv  in  mifery  andi  chains,  it 
muft.iwelybe  aiver^^vainiatad  a  tovy  hotsiblr  forir  of 
miindf  tcM^duch  prd-emiAflUce  (b^tyranisica^  and  yet  ta 
iofatmuks^  oanafioKiinoreplcafiire^  tkBMtJt^ti^^S^ff&m 
of  that  iundaod  gcnevbUB:  ck>n]n)eroe,  wbidi  eafiHefe 
of  tdraper^iand  Gonji^  tenderaeft,.  Atdeberfimtti-aii 
afieftionate  and  mutually  condelcending  couple. 

If 


If  you  caonot  eater  witkeadixHBar  inta  a  dofis^oor*- 
dial,  and  temperate  canference  oi>  the  neoeifity  of  ia^ 
crificing  every  thing^to  pttce^  which  t. would  recomr 
mend  as  an  expedient  wmoft  prudent  and  prctnifiog. 
that  can  be  thought  of;  you  (hould  ac  kaft  feparatdy 
calLyourfelvesto  afevereaccoant  fbar  dteeauftsof  your 
unfaappine&.  InthisworiB^  sdk  your  underftaiiding 
what  youare  doings  andyeuroonfeic&Ge^why;^  IF  yea 
examine fiuriy;  yoawilliind enough^ efthdr^  winjunts^ 
or  unchriftmn  refencnienis^  to  dsurgeyourfelf  wMh«  and 
t0ji^f^  jprbvidence  in  theicoarj^  of  yonr  present  fuf- 
feringfi,  if  not  your  huihuid,  orwife,  inbcing  theinftM^ 
ment  employed  to  tnflidt'  theiiiL' 

Then  aik  the  fwling^of  your  own  lifted  and'hait^ 
whether  the  tife  you  are  now  leading  ii^  fit  to  be  xxinti^ 
luied,  and  in  what  it  is  Ufcdy  to  end.  Aft  ibon  as^  dieft 
questions,  and  their  right  anftr^r^  liave  n»ade  the  pro^ 
per  impreffions^it  will  be  yourneott  bufiaefi  (^iovifly 
and  firmly  to  relbive  on  an  immfidiaf&  reiormSticm  <^ 
all:  your  coc^ueal  faults.  Your  attempts  td  break  the 
€imr  party  of  hi8^)r  her  faults,  mbtt  becaufe  they  \irer6 
ill  matii^sd)  or  becaufe  no  matt^ement  can  prevent 
ditev  fc$eminga»-rogaatsnd  invidious^  haivt^alwiay^  pro^^^ 
ed  tmfuccefifidi  and  probably  ever  wilL  Befides,  yea 
ovght  tacodfid^,  that  yeurs ' are  fo  many  b3s  of  pro-t 
vocation  td  thoTe  ^committed  on  the  other  Ma.  Lookt 
therefore 'at-home,  andfete^ery  thing  to  rights  widna 
yourfeUv^  whbre  you  h&w la  power*;  and  then  yoawill 
fiiidi^theu:  a  gr(3ae^deal  nioretkanone^half  of  the  prep^ 
nitk^  for  pbace  is  finifhled-i  fer  e«a€tly  in  proportioir 
aa  your 'powt^of  rightly  go^ming  your  owiPpaffionff 
enoreitfes^  inp.ttfe  fante  wiU  y<nir  infltience  ovectfaofeof 
yoor  confert  enerteafe  alfo.  You  know  ^  not  yet^  hoii^ 
irrefiiUblyV  and  how  iikfia  cham%  the  moeknefe  and 
iweetneA^^^me^mynd  tdMnftdnicate  themfebeatDancH 
dier:  B«  aflWdd^  it  is  juft^s  fwiftiy  and  a9.powerfuUy; 
aath^  inf^^roh^f  biit^rnefeiand  wrath  (howithat^wgnks 
yol^teow  tOD'W^  coim^s^  itfelf  from  mind  tamindi 
Howaneivifthismetht)d'i8^caken  on^botb^fid^ 
fdBSbtfmi.  PaM»e willbdifs  firfttimitsi  andapkniifui 
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hanreft  of  love,  of  oomfoit  and  haf^nds,  wUl  iii>- 
mediately  follow. 

Since  you  are  not^one,  but  two,  give  me  leave  to  xtr 
mind  you  of  a  few  things  fqDarately,  and  you  firft  who 
are  the  hufl>and. 

You  fliould  never  forget,  that  your  wife  hath  put  her 
peribn  togettjer  with  her  Jfortune,  into  your  hands,  as 
^ntothofeof  theroaQfli^Jovedbdd,  and  confided  moft 
in  ;  and  that  ihe  did  tfaifi,  in  a  pleafiag  expectation  of 
iindine  in  you  a  generous  and  flrenuous  protestor 
againu.all  ill  treatment  from  others,  and  all  the  diibef- 
fesjsnd  trouUes,  which  a  noian  is  better  able  to  repet, 
than  a  woman.  To  your  ftromger  arms^  and  more  cou- 
i^eousbplbm,  her.  feebler  nature  hath  fled  for  refuge 
in  the  bufUe  c^  a  crowded  and  boifterous  worlds  throu^ 
which  Aie  Jicaew  not  how  otherwife  to  make  her  way. 
How  bfie;.  .bow  unmanly  a  breach  of  truft  would  it  be 
tn  you,  totrt^at  her  with.c.o]dneis,  contempt,  or  cruelty  ? 
to  beovne  hq:  chief  oppreflbr  ?  and  to  force  from  her 
broken  heart  the  melancholy  wilh,  to  be  .i^ain  where 
you.  found  her,  expofed  alone  to  a  world,  hard  indeed 
and  deceit/ul,  but  leis  infenfible  and  treacherous  than 
you,?  Itistriie,  (he  is  not  without  faults.;  and  who  is? 
Are  you  ?  gut;  is  ihe  to  be  broke  of  thofe  by  methoda 
tTj:  only  to  be  taken  with  a  beaft  ?  Yi^p,  you  qo  pity 
for  her  weakne&i  You  whqmuflbe  loft;  for  ever,  if 
infinite  pity  is  not  afforded,  to  your  o\yn  ?  It  is  the  pro^ 
psrty  of  a.  coward  only  loufe  any  woman  ili;  of  a 
tj^acherotid  and  cruel  coward  to  u(e  that  womaji  ill^ 
who  hath  no  proteApr  upc^cii:  heaven,  but  you;  and  to 
whom  cyon;mAde  the  wafo^eft  proteftauoos.before,  and 
the  loHL  ^folemn  vows  at,  your  marriage  of  love  as 
biting  as  your  lifew  .  What  man  in  the^  w^ld  would 
hurt  a.davexir  fpftrroiVi^  thpugh  but  a  brMte^  to  which 
he  had  aoitbcr  offered^  nor  promifed  protedion,  if  it 
ihoukl  flywC0..  his  breaft.frfiW  the  talons  of  a  hawk  ? 
But,  if  ydu  will  not  beat  «!§,  hear  the  word  of  God, 
to  you  and  to  all  married  men ;  yfbujbands^  dwcUwitb 
j(m  wvfs  a/ifor0liHg:tp  knof^Udg^e^ giving  honour  unto  tbe^ 
wfc^  m  j^bfpj  (Ik  i»?<^<r .  ysV^i-    H^andsy  love  jour 
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TOTOw,  even  asQtriftkmei  the  cburcbs  for  which  he 
thought  it  not  too  much  to  give  his  life.  So  oagBt  men 
to  love  their  ivroes  as  their  oum  bodies.  He  that  hveth  bit 
wifelmetb  lmnje}f\f6r  nonumeveryet  hatedbisownfieflf, 
but  nourijbetb,  and  cherijbetb  it,  even  as  the  Lord  the 
cbureh.  Tike  notice  that  you  are  hercs,  (without  any 
condition  of  pixqpcr  behaviour  on  the  part  of  your  wife) 
fix-bidden  to  treat  her  with  bittemels,  and  commanded 
to  ihew  her  th«t  love  which  Chrift  hath  for  his  church, 
and  you  have  for  yourfelf,  and  to  do  her  honoun  Na^ 
you  are  to/ee^  that  you  love  yottr  wife^  even  asyour/e^y 
though  (he  (hould  be  not  a  hair  tefe  infirm  and  feulty 
tkstn  yourfelf. 

On  the  odier  hand,  you  who  arc  a  wnnan,  and  mar- 
ried,  (hoold  never  foi^et  yaa.  are  other.  You  fhonld^ 
at  all  timesf  and  in  every  inftancc,  bear  in  minc^  that 
as  a  wdiMan,  gentlenefsand  pliancy  tocvcry  thing,  but 
vice,  i#y<>urdftingui(hingcharaaer.  Theperfoaand 
ftoe  of  an  angel,  without  ifcefe  peculiar  ornaments  of 
you*  fee,  wiM  not  maker  yoa  beautiful,  nor  even  tote- 
raiite.  Ttterti  is  nodwig  coHccivabfe  fo  unnatural,  or 
fo  Aecfcing,  asyou  are,  when  you  put  00  a  mafculine, 
nM  to  fSiy,  a  boifterousQ)irit,  and  fet  up  for  an  objedt 
dl  fe*r.  As  you  was  made  to  be  loved,  not  dreaded, 
yoti  aire  fiimifhrti  Withevery  preparative  for  the  former, 
by  the  kind  intWgehce  of  nature ;  and  not  with  one,  for 
th«  fetter,  uritefe  you  wiB  afcribe  to  nature  that  which 
flW  moil  abhorsof  tdl  rSonltere,  an  affeaaticm  of  rude- 
neft  aiid  ihiperjeus  violdace,  accompanied  with  fo  much 
fearfufae&of  mind,  and  weaknefeof  body.  And  as  a 
AMrried  woman,  you  are  ftill  further  from  your  natural 
eleiiient,  if  you  aun  at  a  fuperiority  over  your  hufband, 
whom  you  are  obliged  by  nature,  by  fcripmrc  and 
by  your  vows,  to  obey.  Asaie  weak,  you  ioug^tat 
firftfbraproteaibr}  hath  your  vows  of  fubmafiwi  given 
yott  fo  much  Iferength,  that  nothing  but  that  prote«or 
will  now  fente  you  for  a  Aive  i^  You  want  to  carry  aU 
your  points,  and  do  whit  yow  pkafe }  and  we,  m  a  yio- 
^o1l.IV.  Hh'    '  fcnt 
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lentftretchof  courtely,  will  grant,  you  liave  none  biit 
good  ends  in  view,  but  mud  at  the  fiime  time  take  leave 
to  demurr  to  your  manner,  both  in  point  of  agreeable- 
ne(8  and  prudence.  If  the  agreeable  way  in  every  thing 
is  the  beft,  it  muft  be  nlore  (b  in  you,  who  was  peculi* 
arly  calculated  to  pleafe.  How  do  you  (hock  us  with 
thereverfe !  Your  manner  is  likewife  altogether  foolifli, 
and  ihews  you  know  not  where  your  power  i^  placed. 
It  is  not  placed,  as  you  imagine,  in  a  knack  of  disputing, 
nor  in  the  brandifh  of  an  high  hand,  nor,  wjien 
thefe  fail,  in  fits,  either  brought  on  by  ftruggles 
too  violent  for  your  wretched  frame  of  body,  or  op- 
portunely pretended,  asthelaftfhift.  No,  your  power 
lies  in  managing  the  fofter  and  gentler  paffions.  Here 
you  might  be  irrefiflable,  and  do  every  thing,  did  not 
the  infblence  of  your  fpirit  fet  you  above  this  amiable 
method.  In  the  other  way,  you  can  do  nothing,  that 
will  not  coft  you  a  thouiand  times  more  than  it  is  worths 
But  I  fordee,  you  will  be  more  apt  to  be  angry  at  the 
moft  ufeful  advice  from  a  man,  than  at  your  own  foUy 
and  pride ;  I  therefore  eameftly  be(eech  you,  as  you  re- 
gard your  vows,  and  fear  God,  to  hear  him  4t  \g9&^  vriio 
faith  to  you  and  all  other  married  women  \  najves^fidh' 
mit  your/ehis  unto  your  bu/bandf^  as  unto  the  JLord  \  for 
tbebnjbandis  thebeadoftbe  vnfe^  evenasChriJi  U  the  bead 
of  the  Church.  Therefore  as  the  church  is/ubjeS  Unto  Cbnfi^ 
fo  let  the  ivrves  be  to  their  own  hujbands  in  every  thing. 
Let  the  w^efee^  that  Jbe  reverence  her  hutband.  Wives 
fubmit  yourfehes  nntoyour  own  hu/bandsy  as  it  is  Jit  in 
the  Lord  Te  wives  be  infubjeilion  to  your  own  hufiands. 
This  laft  precept  is  followed  by  another  enjoining 
meeknefs  and  quiemefs  of  fpirit,  and  forbidding  an 
expenfive  vanity  in  drefs.  Compare  your  condudt^  and 
the  fpirit  it  proceeds  from,  with  thefe  words  d  God, 
and  judge  for  yourfelf,  whether  you  know  better  than 
he  does,  what  you  fhouid  do.  Confider  alio,  that  thefe 
precepts  are  Dofitive,:  unconditional,  and  leave  you  no 
excufe  for  ^  bailure  in  your  dut}"^  l^t  your  hufl>anci'9 
behaviour  be  what  it  M^jU.  * 

Now 
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Now  tell  us,  both  of  you,  whether,  after  all,  you  are 
determined  to  go  on  as  heretofore,  and  jgive  us  a  proof 
of  lefe  fenlc  in  two  pretenders  to  rationality,  than  we  of- 
ten find  in  two  oxen  or  (heep,  who  grow  more  tradta- 
^  hie,  end  go  more  quietly  in  their  yoke,  the  longer  they 
*  liave  carried  it ;  vrfiether  you  are  fliU  relblved  at  your 
own  expence,  to  ihew  the  world  a  monfter,  with  one  bo* 
dy  and  two  heads,  each  of  them  furnKhed  with  two 
faces,  to  fmile  or  frown  on  each  other,  as  dilfimulation 
or  rancour  fhalliet  their  futures;  and  whether,  in  a 
word,  you  can  thmk  of  any  longer  racking  your  minds 
between  the  wide  extremes  of  fond  and  angry  fits,  in  (o 
fwift  fucodfions,  that  all  the  good  part  of  numkind  are 
amazed,  how,  after  flich  tranlbortsof  tendernels,  you  caa 
ever  hate  each  other ;  and  all  the  bad,  how  it  is  poffible^ 
from  hatred  fb  keen,  to  return  again  to  initances  of  en* 
dearment,  not  exceeded  between  thoie  who  neverquar- 
relied.  Here  is  the  very  fting  of  your  condition.  Thele 
ftarts  of  aflfeftion  ferve  but  to  give  ydu  n  more  tho- 
rough ienfe  of  the  mutual  hatred  which  immediately 
follows,  and  fills  you  with  bittemefii  of  foul.  Could  you 
Hire  afunder,  or  avoid  all  occafionsof  kindnefs,  you 
might  at  length  take  (imAuary  in  indifference.  A  paJiey 
mi^t  take  me  place  of  tliib  ague,  in  your  paffions;  and 
once  for  all,  benumb  thofe  too  exquiute  feelings  which 
contrariet^,.at  prdent,  rubs  intorawnels,  and  keeps  i>er-' 
petually  alive.  Time,  which  alleviates  other  miferies^ 
would  then  ccafe  to  a^;gravate  your's.  What  an  ene- 
my would  you  think  him,  who  (hould  derive  your  food 
of  all  it's  relifh,  or  code  it  for  you  with  gall  ;  who 
ihould  rob  your  nights  of  fleep,  poifbn  every  moment 
of  your  time  with  grief  or  vexation,  throw  all  your  af- 
fairs into  confuiion^  and  ruin  both  the  motab  and  for- 
tunes of  your  children !  This  enemy  you  are  (I  do  not 
&y,  to  each  other)  but  you,  the  hufband,  to  yourfelf» 
and  you,  the  wife,  to  ypurfelf ;  for  want  cf  oonfidering 
that  you  eannot  hurt  ot  vex  her,  noryou  hurt  or  vex 
bim^  without  equ^y  hurtmg,'  vexing,  aod  tormendns 
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yourfelfy  for  you  can  have  but  one  and  the  fame  con- 
dition. 

You  have  indeed  another  enemy^  who  blinds  your  un- 
derifauxlii^  who  inflames  your  oaffions,  andfpreads 
tbedarknefi  ahdiire  of  his  own  aoode  through  your's. 
Well  trere  it  for  jfou,  if  death  itfeif  could  put  an  end  to 
die  evik  he  fchemes  agabft  you.  But  unha^Iy  th^ 
are  rooted  in  yooribuls!  Pride,  rage»  revenge,  malice, 
cruelty,  towards  that  very  peribn,  v^iom,  by  all  the  ties 
of  niEiture,  all  the  laws  of  reafon  and  revelation,  and  by 
tHemoft  folemn  vows,  you  are  bound  to  bve  andche- 
rifll,  are  crimes  of  die  deepeft  die,  and  riveted  m  the 
Veiy  (bill  of  you^  whoprofe&ob^ence  to  the  commands 
of  Chrift  asneceflarytoyour  eternal  falvadon,  andknow 
fiill  weU^  at  the  isroit  tmie,  that  Chrift  hath  eiqprdsly 
commanded  you  to  hnx  even  four  neighbour  as  your/elf, 
tofot^fvtyour  enemies^  nay^  to  hve  your  enemies.  Your  re- 
ligion tells  ybu,  you  cannot  poffibly  be  ikved,  without 
me  humble,  die  mee|c^  the  forgnrtng^  the  benevolent, 
die  charitable  fpirit  of  your  miAer  and  hisgo(pel,  to- 
wards all  mankind.  It  experts  of  yaoi  if  you  are  mar- 
ried, the  hi^ieft  proofs  of  this  4nrit  towards  your  \rife 
or  hufband.  Now,  how  can  you  hc^  to  be  ia^  wfaofe 
ipiritiiyet,  baUpobtB,theveryreverfeofdns?  You 
cannot  be  acquitmi,  as  a  good  fon  or  daughter,  as  a 
good  fiither  or  mother,  as^  good  mafter  or.mifeefa,  or 
as  a  good  neighbour ;  and  at  die  fiune  time  condemned^ 
as  a  bad  hufband  or  wife.  You  muft;  on  the  wi:k)Ie  of 
yqur  Itfe^  be  eitHel*  acquitted  or  condmmed ;  either  re* 
ward^  or  puntifaisd ;  rewarded  only  as  a  good  chrifban, 
wRidi  you  can  never  be,  if  you  are  not  a  chriftian,but 
i  perjured  traitor,  in  r^^ard  toyour  marriage  vows. 

Repent  ^herdbre,  before  it  is  too  late^  and  God  gnre 
you  uhderftandtng  in  all  things,  in  this  more  dpedaity, 
fbr  the  fiikeof  Chrift  Jefus  oifr  Saviour,  to  whom,  wim 
this  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  might,  majdEty» 
dfg[nlty  and  dbminion,  novfir,  and  for  evermore,  fixnok 
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/  bdibffeen.idl  tbc  wrks  thai  arc  dtmfi  under  tbe/pu^  and 
heboid  atl  is  vanity  (Mi  vt)(att(m  of  fpr^ 

/IS^HIS^  if  I  «uftike  not,  is  die  fevereft  reflcftton 
m^  i^ik^v^  was  made  on  the  workT.  Wliatlbev^er 
J^QettM^^tomptible,  the  imafiihiatiobcan  jpunt,  or  ex- 
peneJExre  prbW  tb  tis,  oaneerntng . Ae  iolXxts^  the  vic^ 
and.tfiefniler ies<rf  mahkiiid^  it 4^  all  filming tipih  this 
cbqi(ireliehfiir«^  faying^  knd  defiveredin  die  fliaipeftand 
liaidft  (fi»reflive  terms.  -Thi  prdurher  does  not  condemn 
one  work  of  man  as  vanity^  imd  another  as  ventiqn  of 
ipirit  i  Jbuc  ht  unites  the  tyro,  iahd  prcnxoijuidQs  tnem 
both,  ojF  ca(C)h  Wddc.  l%e  veVy  AIq^  of  the  reAedcion 
«oofifts  10  4ilis^  tfiaCfiowiber^  ^tsm'and^Uffiitt)^ 
works'i^  &utkl  to.t^  tk2i  does  not  jsiret^eht  i&ir  g^v- 
ijAg  us  vcMion  of  'j^rk,'  fiic)b!  ttlUe;iitt)di<^^  ow 
ibak  i  and  thftt  hoMffota^r  great  die  vdcatibns  are^  whicSi 
they  bring  upon  \]s,  they  are,  notwithftanding  this,  meer 
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empdnds  and  vanity^  fo  that  we  get  nothing  to  rccoiTF* 
pence  our  vexations,  fuch  is  our  ftupidity  and  felly. 
They  are  pcrfcdWy  infignificant ;  yet  they  make  us  mi- 
serable )  and  this  we  cannot  but  Icnow.  They  make  us 
miferable,  but  we  cannot  be  made  fenfible  of  their  in- 
fignificancey  nor  learn  to  defpife  them  ;  and  therefore, 
during  our  whole  lives  are  never  to  be  difengaged  from 
them.  Their  vanity  eternally  diiappoints  us,  and  their 
bittemeis  ever  torments  us :  However,  we  place  our 
wildom  in  the  purfuit,  and  hope  for  our  happinefs  in 
the  acGompliihment  of  them.  Yet  what  profit  batb  be 
that  worketb  m  that  wherein  he  lahouretb?  None  at  all. 

The  wife  man  does  not  level  thefe  refledlions  at  the 
works  of  God  in  this  world.  No,  God,  he  iaith,  hath 
made  every  tbh^  heaut^idyfo  that  nothing  canheputioit. 
Nor  doGB  he  condemn  the  religious  and  virtuous  works 
of  men,  which,  though  done  under  the  fun,  are  per- 
formed with  a  view  to  things  dbove  it.  He  (peaks . 
very  highly  of  trite  wifdontj  of  charity^  of  the  /%ir^ 
GW,  and  of  their  effects  in  the  lives  of  good  mAi;  and 
recommends  an  early  piety  to  youth  in  the  moft  seed- 
ing terms. 

But  the  works  of  men,  which  he  (b  feverdy  laflies, 
are  fuch  as  are  done  ihtder  the  Sun^  with  no  higher 
I>rofpe£ls,  than  of  worklly  profit,  or  fenftuil  gratifica- 
tion ;  widi  no  intention  to  reform  and  improve  our 
nature,  or  to  pleafe  our  maker ;  and  with  no  view  to 
any  bebg  or  motive  above  the  fun»  This  appears 
plainly  enoughs  by  the  particulars,  to  which  he  a^te 
the  general  cexifure  m  my  texjt,  and  which  beejtprdsly 
pronounces,  vain,  vexations,  or  both. 

Fanity  of  vattitiit !  faith  the  preacher^  vanity  of  va- 
nities! all  itvamPf.  fyhat^ofUheUhamimof  aUbis 
labour  which  be  taketh  under  the  fun  t  AH  tbii^s  are  full 
oflabour^  num  cannot  utter  it  y  theeyeisnotfatisfiedwitb 
feeifg^  nor  the  ear  withbearifg^  although  there  is  notlm^ 
ftew  under  the  fun.   Moreover^  I  farm  under  thefuHy  &ith 
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he,  the  place  of  judgement^  that  wickednefs  was  there j 
and  the  place  of  righteoufnefs^  that  iniquity  was  there.    1 
amjidered  all  the  opprejlions  that  are  done  under  the  fun^ 
and  behold  the  tears  of  fuch  as  were  opprejfedj  and  they 
bad  no  conforter ;  and  on  the  fide  of  their  opprejfor  there 
was  power.     There  is  one  ahne^  and  there  is  not  ajjecond^ 
he  hath  neither  child  nor  brother ;  yet  is  there  no  end  of  all 
his  labour^  neither  is  his  eye  fatisfod  with  riches  /  ff^f her 
faith  he^  for  whom  do  I  labour^  and  bereavemf  foul  of 
good?    This  is  alfo  vanity^  yea^   it  is  afore  traoeh 
IVhen  goods  encreafe^  they  alfo  are  encreafpitbai  eat  tbem  ^ 
and  what  good  is  there  to  the  owners  thereof ^  fceoing  the 
beholds^  of  them  with  their  eyes  f    The  Aundance  of  the 
rich  wiS  notfuffer  him  to  fleep.    Here  is  afore  evil  which 
Ihavefeen  under  thefun^  namely^  riches  kept  for  the  own- 
trs  therecf  to  their  hurt.    As  the  rich  man  cometb  forth  of 
his  mother^ J  wombj  naked  Jhall  he  return  to  go  as  te  came^ 
and  fifoil  take  nothing  of  bis  labour^  which  he  may  carry 
away  in  bis  hand.    And  tins  alfo  is  afore  evil-^  that  in  all 
points  as  he*came^  fofhaU  be  go ;  and  what  profit  hath  he 
that  hath  laboured  for  the  wind  f    Alibis  days  alfo  he  eat^ 
€th  in  darknefs^  and  he  hath  muchforrow  and  wrath  with 
bisjicknefs.    There  is  an  evil  which  Ihaoefeen  under  the 
fun^  and  it  is  common  among  meuj  a  man  to  whom  God  bath 
gruen  riches^  wealth  and  honour^  fo  that  hewanteth  nothing 
for  his  foul  ofaU  that  he  defireib^  yet  God  giveth  him  not 
power  to  eat  thereof  but  aflranger  eateth  it  \  this  is  U7- 
mty.    j^  tbelciHiur  of  a  man  is  for  his  mouthy  /md  yet 
the  appetite  is  not  filled.  For  what  bath  the  wife  more  than 
the  fid  t   Seeing  there  be  many  things  that  encreafe  vani- 
ty, what  is  man  the  better  f    There  is  a  vanity  which  is 
done  upon  the  earth,  that  there  be  juji  men,  to  whom  it 
k^peneth  according  to  fbe  work  of  the  wicked  \    again 
there  be  wicked  men,  to  whom  it  happenetb  according  to  the 
work  of  the  righteous,  i-  If  aid,  that  this  alfo  is  vam'ty. 
This  alfo  is  an  evil  among  all  things  that  are  done  wider 
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the  Jun^  thai  ikere  is  am  event  unto  ^.  I  fimtttukr 
tbejm^  thai  the  race  is  not  totbefw^t^  nor  the  battle  to 
tbeftroi^j  neither  yet  bread  to  the  m/e^  nor  yet  riches  to 
men  qf  underftanding^  nor  yet  fteoour  to  men  of  fldU\ 
hut  time  and  chance  happeneth  to  all  men.  '  That  wbidi 
befdUeth  the  Jons  of  men^  iefalleth  he^s^  even  ome  thing 
hefaOetb  thm  ;  as  the  one  dieth^  fo  dUetb  theotber.  M 
go  unto  oneplace-^  aUare  of  the  duft^  and  aU  turn  to  dei^ 
again. 

Sudi4uetheob(ervationsand  reflections  made  by 
the  preacher  on  all  the  works,  purfuits,  aad  pofleffions 
of  men^  coniidered  a&  relative  to  this  Ji&  only,  and  as 
beginning  at  the  birth,  continuing  during  the  life,  and 
ending  with  the  death  of  tnan.  &it  left  we  (hould  un* 
derftand  thefe  refledions  as  intended  only  to  leprefent 
the  vanity  and  vexatbn,  incident  to  other  men,  and 
not  to  the  preacher  himfelfy  who  jvaa  die  wifeftof 
men;  that  which  he  draws  from  ot^ecvatioDs  qb 
others^  he  confirms  by  experiments .  made  co  faim-* 
felf.  * 

I  the  preacher^  izl^he^  vtas  king  oyer  Jfrael  in  JerUf^ 
falem  ^  and  Igaveny  heart  to  feck  andfearch  out  by  vnf^ 
dom  concerning  all  things  thai  are  done  under  ^beauen ; 
and  have  gotten  more  wifdom  than  aUibey  that  baoe 
been  before  me  in  Jerufedm.  Tien  Ifaw  that  wifikm 
excelkth  foily^  as  far  as  light  exctjletb  darhnefs.  But  I 
perceived^  that  this  affp  is  vepcatio»\  far  in  nmcb  wifdom 
is  much  grirf\  and  be  that  encrec^etb  hmvkdgey  m^ 
creafeth  jorrow.  Ifmd  injmy  hearty  as.  it  hfpenetb  to 
thejool^  fo  it  happeneth  to  me^  and  why  tons  I  then  mora 
wife  f  fhen  If  aid  in  my  hearty  thai  this  edfo  is  vanity. 
I  faid  in  mine  hearty  go  tonow^  I  will  prove  tbee.  with 
mirtby  therefore  enjoy  pleafure  \  and  beboU^  this  dfo  is 
vanity.  J  faid  of  hugbter^  it  is  mad\  and  (fmirtb 
what  doth  it  f  I  gave  my  heart  to  know  wifdam^  and  to 
know  madnefs  andfoUy\  and  I  perceived  that  tbisalfo 
is  vexation  offpirit.    /  mad<  great  works.    I  builded 
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me  baufes,  I  planted  me  vineyards^  gardens^  orchards j 
grcmes.  I  nmde  fpacious  ponds  and  canals,  I  got 
midiiiudei  tf  men  fervantSy  and  maid  fervants^  and 
vafi  poff^ns  cf  greai  and  fntall  cattle.  I  gathered 
fiher  and  goUy  and  the  treqfures  of  kings  and  prin- 
ces \  I'prtmded  mcn-fingers  and  women-jingers^  and 
<dl  the  ddigbts  cf  the  Jons  of  -men.  IVbatfoever  mine 
jtyes  defiredy  I  kept  not  from  them  \  I  withheld  not 
my  heart  frmn  any  joy.  Sthcn  I  looked  on  all  the 
works  that  my  bands  had  wrought^  and  onJhe  labour 
that  I  had  laboured  to  do ;  and  behold^  all  ^vas  va- 
nity and  vexation  of  fpirit !  fVbat  can  the  man  do 
tiutt  cometh  after  the  kingf  Therefore  I  bated  life^ 
becaufe'  the  work  that  is  wrought  under  the  fun  is 
grievous  unto  me^  for  aU  is  vamty  and  vexation  of 
fpirit.  Tea,  1  hated  all  my  hdfour  which  I  bad  tjteu 
under  tbefun^  becaufe  t  Jbould  leave  it  unto  the  man 
that  fbaU  ke  after  me  \  and  who  knowetb  whether  be 
fifoU  he  a.  tmfe  num  or  a  fool  ?  Tet  fball  be  have 
rule  aver  all  my  labour  wherein  I  have  laboured^  and 
wherein  I  have  fhewed  myfelf  wife  under  the  fun. 
This  is  edfo  vanity .  Therefore  I  went  about  to  caufe 
tnyi^^I  to  defpair  of  all  the  labour  which  I  took  under 
d>efun.  For  what  hath  man  of  all  bis  labour  f  All 
his  days  are  forrow^  and  bis  travel  grief:  Tea  his 
heart  teketb  >fio  reft  in  the  night.  This  alfo  is  va- 
nity. 

To  him  Mrlio  is  tgnorant  of  die  w^ld,  or  \o 
him  tt4iO'  lovech  it,  who  is  but  one  and  the  fame 
man,  thc|e  sefkftiona  niuft  appear.  perte<ftly  ama- 
zing- 

Yet  fiir^ly  they  are  as  true,  as  they  may  feem 
fiupriziag^  iince  Solomon  hath  m^e  them.  H^ 
we  laiovj  was  the  wiTeft,  the .  weatthieft,  wd 
moft  magnificent  of  kings.  He  ptit^built,  out- 
planted,  :out-<4refled,  out-^reated,  all  the  World. 
He  warned  nothing  thai  could   pkafe   his  fenfes, 
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his  appetites  or  his  paffions.  He  denied  himielf 
no  enjoyment  which  his  inuneofe  riches  brought 
within  his  reach.  He,  if  ever  imn  did,  knew  how- 
to  tafte  the  fweets  of  fenfual  pleafure,  and  leave 
the  lour  behind.  Yet  having  tried  all,  having  gone 
the  rounds  of  every  gratification,  and  run  the  gant- 
lope of  experience ;  he  returns  with  this  anMzing  ex- 
preflion  in  his  ^mouth,  an  expreflion  ever  found  true, 
and  yet  never  believed,  all  is  vanity  and  vexation  oi 
fpirit 

What,  alii  was  there  nothing  but  vanity  in  thy 
ftately  palaces ;  thy  beautiful  gardens,  enriched  with 
all  the  delicacies  of  nature ;  thy  tables  loaded  with  the 
mod  exquilite  articles  of  luxury,  and  crowded  with 
the  choiceft  wits  of  the  age ;  thy  powerful  ai^d  wealthy 
Jciogdona,  thy  throne  of  ivory,  overlaid  with  gold  and 
adorned  with  lions  i  It  was  indeed  no  wonder  thou 
fhouldeit  have  found  abundance  of  vanity  among  (o 
many  concubines,  and  infinite  vexation  in  fuch  a 
crowd  of  wives.  But  was  there  nothing  in  thy  wif- 
dom!  no,  for  it  fuffered  thee  to  kneel  and  pray  to  a 
1(^  of  wood.  Nothing  in  being  the  molt  powermi  and 
happy  of  kings,  who  reigned  long  in  profound  peace, 
and  in  the  highefl  honour !  Was  there  nothing  but 
vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit  in  all  this  i  Nothing,  ab- 
.folutely  nothing,  if  we  may  believe  a  ientence  pro- 
nounced, not  only  by  all  thy  extenfive  wi£lom  and 
experience,  but  by  the  infallible  fpirit  of  God. 

And  is  it  only  to  enjoy  like  poor  Solomon,  who  cal- 
led all  his  grandeur,  all  his  pleafures  andpofleffions, 
vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit;  that  the  reft  of  man* 
kind,  nay,  the  readers  of  Solomon,  and  oi».  greater 
than  Solomon^  lay  out  all  their  thotights  and  labours? 
Do  they  hope  for  more  wealth,  power,  peace,  and 
length  of  days,  than  he  had  ?  Or  do  they  think  they 
have  more  tenfe  and  tafte  to  enjoy  with,  than  tell  to 
his  lot }  Is  it  not  rather  for  one  or  two  of  thefe,  or 

for 
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for  a  pitiful  portion  of  them  all,  that  moft  men  ftrug^ 
glc  ?  How  few  are  there  whofc  humble  ambition  pro- 
pofesto  itfclf  an  higher  ftation  than  that  of  ferving  fo 
great  a  prince  ?  Or  whofe  third  of  pleafure  dare  fo 
much  as  wiQi  for  a  place  at  the  fecond  table  in  his  pa- 
lace>  or  for  a  match  with  the  meaneft  of  his  caft  con- 
cubines ?  Yet,  if  Solomon  could  brand  his  own  mag- 
nificence, and  pleafure,  which  were  worldly  magnifi- 
cence and  plealure  in  jperfeftion,  with  the  names  of 
vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit  \  what  gratification  can 
the  bw-pitchfcd  pride  of  others  propofe  to  itfelf  in  a  fe- 
cond or  third  rate  degree  of  exaltation  ?  What  con- 
tentment can  avarice  hope  for  in  a  fmall  (hare  of  his 
riches  ?  Or  what  enjoyment  can  fenfuality  expcdt  in 
meaner  houfes  and  gardens,  and  in  a  lefs  voluptuous 
board  and  bed,  than  his  ?  fVbat  can  the  man  do^  wbo 
comeib  after  the  king  ?    fo  far  after  him  ? 

But  the  men  who  place  their  defires  on  thefe  things, 
will  neither  believe  the  report  of  Solomon,  nor  of 
God  himfelf,  in  this  cafe.  :  Why  do  they  not  then  ex- 
amine them  impartially  themfelves,  and  judge  from 
their  own  experience^ 

What  have  you  fuffered  in  the  purfuit  (I  fpeak  to 
the  fenfualifl,  tne  covetous  and  the  ambitious)  of  tem- 
*  poral  things?  Compute  your  cods.  How  hath  your 
body  been  fatigued,  your  mind  racked,  your  con-' 
fcience  wounded,  in  this  purfuit  ?  Heaven  only  could 
.reward  fuch  labours  of  body,  and  (uch  anxieties  of 
foul,  if  endured  for  God.  And  hdl  only  can  punilh  the 
guilt  of  thofe  deteftable  arts,  thofe  iniquitous  fchemes, 
that  frauds  that  wifehood,  perjury,  oppreffion,  pollu- 
tion, wherewith  you  have  hunted  the  objedts  Qf  your 
defires. 

Now  on  the  other  hand  compute  your  gains.  Have 
you  arrived  at  happmels,  or  even*  contentment  ?  No. 
Can  you  re^fonaUy  hope  to  attain  to  either  hereafter? 
No.  No  man,  not  even  Solomon,  ever  did.  ,  But  I 
will  fuppole,  you  have  gained  the  height  you  at  firft 
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had  in  view.  How  are  you  amazed  and  ccxifbunded 
to  find,  that,  altho*  it  ieemed,  when  you  was  below, 
to  touch  thofe  heavens  of  pleafure  you  was  climbing 
to,  yet  now  you  are  raifed  to  the  pinnacle  of  all  your 
former  wifties,  you  are  Hill  as  far  beneath  what 
you  a(pired  to  as  ever.  Are  you  able  to  rife  yet  hijgh- 
cr,  or  even  always  to  prefervc  the  ftation  you  are  in  ? 
Let  it  be  granted,  againft  all  experience,  that  there  is 
no  fear  of  a  faH ;  yet  how  ridiculoufly,  how  miferably 
are  you  difappointed,  to  find  yourfelf  dinted  by  your 
own  nature,  and  the  unfurmountable  necef&ty  of 
things,  to  as  much  cloath  as  will  cover  one  back,  and 
as  much  food  as  will  fill  one  ftomach  ?  As  to  thefinery 
of  the  garb,  it  is  nothing,  after  the  firft  wearing; 
and  t^e  delicioufnefs  of  the  food,  nothing  after  the 
firft  tailing.  If  your  reafon  does  not  do  it,  your  very 
pride  and  your  palate  will  convince  you,  diere  is  no- 
thing but  emptinefs  and  vanity  in  both.  You  have 
jufl  finifhed  an  houfe,  which  you  think  beautiful  and 
(lately ;  and  altho'  it  is  not  good  enough  to  be  a  flank- 
er to  the  meanefl  of  Solomon's  palaces,  we  wiU  allow 
you  to  be  as  vain  of  it  as  you  pleafe,  and  will  alio  en- 
Aire  it  againfl  fire.  Yet  behold !  After  all  the  money, 
labour,  and  vexation  it  cofl  you,  it  hath  fcarcely  en- 
tertained you  two  months,  tiU  it  finks  on  your  ims^- 
nation  into  a  cottage,  and  ferves  only  to  defend  you 
from  the  weather.  All  the  flattery  dP  your  vifitors 
cannot  rebuild  it  You  go  roui^d  it,  you  view  it,  and 
wonder  where  it's  height,  extent,  and  ornaments  are 
gone  to.  But  jwhen  the  agonies  of  death  feize  you  in 
k,  then  it  vanifhes  from  ^bout  you  like  a  CafUe  in  the 
air,  and  all  your  buildings  are  reduced  to  one,  which 
cofls  you  all  you  have,  though  it  is  but  fix  U/^  in 
lenjrth. 

The  great  fortune  you  have  fcraped  togedier  b  not 
a  whit  more  fubflantial.  You  are  no  fboner  v&A  tb 
riches,  than  they  dwindle  into  poverty^  and  you  want 
ton  times  as  much  to  fill  your  aefires,  perhaps  tojpre* 

ierve 


yanity  ofVamties.  467 

fcrvc  you  from  diftre&.  It  would  be  well  for  you 
however,  if  your  riches  would  be  neuter,  and  only 
difappoint  you  with  their  vanity.  But,  unhapi>ily! 
you  can  neither  gather  nor  hold  the.ii  without  an  inii-' 
nite  deal  of  trouble.  You  had  all  the  world,  the  vio- 
lent and  artful  world,  to  (bramble  with,  when  you 
was  pickmg  them  up ;  and  how  many  rugged  icuffles, 
how  many  Ihameful  tumbles  in  the  dirt,  you  have  had 
during  that  time,  your  memory,  and,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  your  confcience,  can  too  well  recolledt.  And, 
now  you  are  in  poffeflion,  is  the  pieafure  of  laying  out, 
or  keeping,  your  riches,  at  all  anfwerable  to  the  high 
ezpedtations  that  put  you  on  gathering  them  ?  No, 
you  are  as  feverely  plagued  in  the  decline  of  life  with 
the  fpen(ling,  zb  you  was  in  it's  vigour,  with  the  ac« 
quiring,  your  fortune.  Your  horfes  devour  you,  your 
doffs  hunt  you,  and  your  fervants  drive  you  almoft  to 
diftradtion.  Your  worthier  viiitors  and  trencher 
fiidnds  iboth  you  with  their  tongue^,  and  tiear  you 
^idi  their  teeth.  Befides,  your  wealth,  thus  managed, 
will  infallibly  bring  with  it,  pride,  wrath,  gluttony, 
drunkennels,  luft,  ficknefs,  pain,  and  death.  Is  not 
this  one  of  the  (breft  evils  under  the  fun,  that  your 
riches^  after  cofting  you  fo  much,  Jbmld  be  kept^  or 
fiiy,  enjoyed,  by  you  their  owner,  only  to  your  hurt  f 
But  you  fay,  you  have  too  much  fenfe  to  lavifh 
away  a  fortune,  {o  painfully  acquired,  in  fb  foolifli  a 
manner,  and  know  very  well  how  to  keep  it  to  your- 
fdf.  Do  you }  Are  you  not  gfraid  of  the  thief, 
the  robber,  the  cut-throat,  the  (harper,  and  the  man 
of  law,  worfe  than  them  all }  Or  pray,  what  do  you 
knean  by  keeping  your  wealth  to  yourfelf  ?  Will  you 
hoard  it  in  a  cheil,  or  never  fend  it  our,  but  to  bring 
ih  mK>re  ?  Do*you  compliment  a  conduft,  fo  infinite- 
ly abftirdi  with  the  name  of  wifdom  ?  You  did  not 
then  gatlicr  to  enjoy  ?  Or  you  gathered  only  for  the 
pieafure  of  calling  fo  many^thdufands  youroWn,  While 
you  dare  not  make  free  ^vlth  them  fpr  the  comforts, 
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it  may  be,  for  the  very  ncceflaries  of  life,  no  more 
than  if  they  legally  belonged  to  another.    After  a 
man  hi^th  laboured  like  a  ikve,  for  many  years,  to 
provide  for  the  ei  joyment  of  his  pleafures,  and  the 
gratification  of  his  pride  -,  is  it  not  a  whimiical  ii^ 
to  ob(er\'e  him  almoft  totally  (tript  of  thofe  paflions  he 
hath  been  all  along  providing  for,  juft  vrhen  his  cir- 
cumflances  enable  him  to  indulge  them  ?  Or  tho*  he 
fliould  retain  thofe  pafTions,  to  fee  fome  other  pailion, 
fuch  as  avarice,  turn  (pie  upon  his  pleafures,  and  make 
it  harder  for  him  to  vvrdl  a  little  of  his  wealth  from 
himfelf,  than  ever  it  was  to  fqueeze  it  out  of  others } 
With  wealth  enough  to  be  envied  by  a  lord,  he  is  poor 
enough  to  be  pitied  by  a  beggar.     Give  him  a  penny 
you  that  go  from  door  to  drar.    Is  not  this  exadUy 
your  cafe  ?  Is  not  your  wealth  become  your  talk- 
mafter  and  tyrant }  But  how  lonjg  think  you,  will  you 
be  able  to  keep  this  idol,  to  which  you  are  fb  mifera- . 
bly  enflaved  ?    Tboufool!  This  tiigbt  Jball  tbyfoul  be 
required  of  tbee^  and  then  lobofe  fbdl  all  tbefe  things  he  f 
Why,  you  fay,  they  will  be  the  property  of  your 
heir,  and  that  it  was  for  his  fake,  and  to  raife  a  fami- 
ly, you  fo  anxioufly  gathered,  and  (b  miferabiy  kept 
them.    This  might  carry  with  it  fome  fhewot  bene- 
volence, had  you  a  fon  or  brother,  or  did  you  allow 
them,  in  cafe  you  have  them,  any  enjoyment  of  your 
wealth,  while  you  live. .  But  how  know  you,  odious 
mifer,  with  certainty,  that  he  whom  you  call  ]^our 
fon,  is  really  fuch,  and  not  foifted  on  you  by -the  infi- 
delity of  your  wife?  How  know  you,  whether  he 
does  not  wifh  for  the  death  of  fo  hard  a  father  ?  How 
know  you  whether  be  tbatfbaU  come  after  you  mil  not 
be  afoolj  that  fort  of  fool,  which  you  efleem  the  worft 
of  fopls,  4  fpendthrift?  Tet  Jball  be  bafve  ruk  overall 
your  labour  wherein  you  laboured^  and  Jbewed  yourje^ 
wife  under  the  Jun.    Is  not  tbis^  think  you,  vamty  ? 
XeOi  is  it  not  a  fore  travel  f 
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But  ftill  you  comfort  yourfelf  with  this  reflexi- 
on, that,  you  have  fo  tied  him  up,  as  not  to  leave 
him  a  power  to  fquander  your  fortune^  and  con- 
fequently,  that  your  name  and  family  will  be  dif 
tinguiihcd  among  pofterity.  Wretched,  fenfelefs, 
comfort!  What  will  your  fiunily  be  to  you,  when 
you  are  dead?  Will  they  not  do  all  they  can 
to  extinguifli  your  memory  as  an  upftart,  a  man 
fpruog  from  no  other  original  but  the  dunghill* 
who  heaped  up  riches  by  low,  fordid,  or  viler  arts, 
and  who  is  only  a  difgrace  to  all  his  defcend- 
ants  ?  Do  you  not  fee  the  vanity  of  all  your  pe- 
nury, in  their  pride?  And  are  not  both  a  tore 
vexation  of  fpirit  to  you?  Few  things  give  you 
keener  di%uft,  than  to  be  treated,  notwithftanding 
all  your  wealth,  with  diidain  by  every  infignifi- 
puit  or  profligate  mortal,  cm  the  pride  of  his  mood, 
which  was  originally  no  better  than  your  own. 
And  are  all  your  labours  of  body  and  anxieties  of 
mind  laid  out  to  enrich  a  family,  only  that  the 
haughty  coxcombs,  or  proud  dames  of  your  pofl:e- 
rity  may  hdd  fuch  men  as  you,  and  even  the  me- 
mory of  you  yourfelf,  in  contempt,  if  wealdi,  got*- 
ten  as  your's  was,  can  ftick  long  enough  to  your 
dcfcendants?  You  hear,  with  the  greateft  indigo 
nation,  a  little  defpicable  ibrt  of  people,  funk  in 
poverty,  and  drenched  in  vice,  talking  highly  of 
their  anceftors,  and  by  a  kind  of  popery  m  heral- 
dry imputing  tothemfelves  the  honours  due  to  men 
who  are  long  iince  dead.  This  you  cannot  bear, 
eipedally  if  thofe  who  do  it,  are  now  poor,  and. 
hiive  no  other  blood  to  boafl:  of,  but  that  which 
the  fins  of  dieir  profligate  forefathers  have  poured 
like  a  puddle  into  their  veins.  Yet  fuch  are  they, 
M^hon:!,  in  all  probability,  you  will  fet  up  by  the 
eptftil  of  ypur  wealth.  How  would  it  (hock  you 
tQ  fofofee,   after  all  the  provifion  you  have  made 
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foe  your  pofterity,  that  one  of  them,  having  fycnx 
his  inheritance,  and  being  through  pride  ac^  floth 
incapable  of  earning  hcxiell  bread,  (hall  become  the 
daftardly  flave  of  fome  fool,  the  def^cable  tool  of 
ibme  villain,  for  no  other  wages  than  vexation  of 
fpirit  ?  Or  that  another,  reduced  to  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances,  (hall  betake  himfelf  to  theft  or  rob- 
bery, and  carry  your  dignified  name  to  the  gal- 
lows ^  It  would  not  perhaps  give  you  much  )xS& 
concern,  could  you  forefeet  that  the  fortune  you 
are  now  ranfacking  fea  and  land  for,  with  infinite 
toil  and  danger  of  yoUr  life,  probably  of  your  very 
ibul,  fs  in  the  next  generation  to  be  lavj(hed  aw^y 
among  fook  and  knaves,  and  to  pafs,  by  death,  or 
extravagance  into  the  hands  of  thofe  who  have  not  a 
drop  of  your  blood  in  their  veins ;  who,  it  may 
b^,  are  defcended  from  your  fervants^  or  enemies; 
and  v4to  (hall  cdl  pur  bouft  and  efiate  iy  their 
MM  funfies^  while  they  Mot  out  the  memory  of 
your*s  from  among  mankind.  Will  you  ntti  ther-e- 
fbre,  as  thele  are  no  uncommon  cafes,  confider 
what  y6u  are  doing,  as  yattityj  and  wteit  tnsif  kA* 
tew,  a^  vexation  of  Jprit? 

Perhaps  your  riches  liave  brou^  with  &em  an 
hoi^orary  title,  or  your  heart  is  fet  on  that,  or  on 
((MTie  high  place  in  the  (late.  In  this  defire,  there 
is  gro($  vanity^  and  both  in  the  purfuit  aikl  ac- 
compfi(hment  of  it,  you  muft  lay  your  account  for 
tfre^t  vexation  of  (pirit.  Your  ambition  »i  but  a 
tow  thing,  if  it  does  not  wi(h  for  a  crown  \  it  is 
afefb  a  wrong  thing,  if  it  k)oks  not  fo  high,  m  ctffe 
s(  prbbability  of  (ucc^  (hould  offer  itf^;  for 
Why  ambition  at  all,  if  it  is  to  be  checked,  be- 
fcn-e  it  hsfth  attarined  to  it's  higheft  obje£t,  send 
in  that  it's  higheft  gratification  P  But  confider, 
Vl4Mth^r  it  is  really  great  to  be  a  flave.  Yet  are 
there  in  the  gaUiess  cyr  mines  fuch  (laves,   as  on 
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thrones?  Do  not  princes  depend  on  whole  nations 
and  armies  ?  And  furely  a  dependance  on  fo  many 
felf-interefted,  fickle,  and  falfe  people,  hath  neither 
real  grandeur  nor  happinefs  in  it.  Beiides,  the  life  of 
a  prince  is  that  of  an  hare,  harraifed  with  continual 
apprehenfions  and  fears.  The  dog  that  turns  a  wheel, 
or  the  hackney  horfe,  the  fleih  of  whofe  ihoulder  is  laid 
bare  to  the  draft,  have  more  reft  and  eafe  than  he. 
And  what  is  there  to  make  him  patient  under  all  this? 
It  is  ridiculous  to  be  told.  A  little  pageantry  and 
finery ;  a  little  ftate  and  attendance.  You  have  feen 
an  horfe  in  a  waggon,  dreiTed  out  with  ribbands  and 
fringes,  and  at  every  ftep  jinglii^  two  or  three 
little  bells.  In  this  you  have  feen  the  emblem 
ot  a  king.  Here  is  the  very  pinnacle  of  van- 
ity; and  vexation  of  fpirit,  in  perfection.  Every 
wife  king  will,  at  leaft  when  he  comes  to  die$ 
make  you  the  fame  report  of  royalty  that  Solomon 
hath  made. 

But  you  iay,  you  aim  not  fb  high,  and  would  be 
fatisfied    with  fome  interbr   degree  of  power  and 

Cdeur,  wherein  more  eafe  and  fafety  are  to  be 
d ;  and  I  anfwer,  you  know  neither  yo«)r  own 
paflton,  nor  theobje£t,  that  paffion  afpires  to.  It 
is  impoflible,  your  ambition  ihould  ever  reft  in  any 
thing  (hort  of  independent  power,  nay  it  is  wel^ 
if  it  cao  fit  down  contented  with  even  that, 
and  not  wifli  for  power  without  limits  or  con- 
trouL  Befides,  you  know  not,  it  feems,  that  the 
higher  you  go  in  this  progrels,  the  vanity  and  vexa- 
tion will  encreafe,  at  1^  in  proportion  to  your 
alcent. 

There  arc :  other  things  perhaps  which  expdc 
you  to  vanity  and  vexation,  whereof  you  ought  to 
be  well  aware^  fuch  9^  your  ftrengdi  and  beau- 
ty. 
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As  to  the  firft,  it  will  be  fufficient,  I  hope,  to  re- 
mind you,  that  it  is  only  the  ftrength  of  duft  and 
afhes;  that  there  are  other  men,  and  numbers  of 
brutes,  much  ftronger  than  you ;  and  that,  not  only  a 
thoufand  unhappy  accidents,  but  the  fimpleft  thing  in 
nature,  a  drau^t  of  water,  or  a  Waft  of  wind,  is  able 
to  throw  up  your  heels,  and  lay  you  either  on  a  fick 
bed,  or  in  your  graive,  fo  that  the  punieft  man  of  your 
acquaintance  (hall  lay,  with  a  kind  of  triumph,  bow 
vain  isjlrfngtb  /  bf>w  eafily  is  it  overtbrawn  ! 

If  you  are  vain  of  your  comely  countenance  or  fine 
perfbn,  you  are,  of  all  mortals,  the  moft  likely  to  be  a 
'fool.     What  is  beauty  at  beft,  but  the  bloom  of  a  ve- 
ry perifhable  flower,  over  which  the  wind  pafleth,  and 
It  is  gone  ?    Do  you  value  yourfelt  for  a  regular  face, 
a  flraight  bone,  or  a  white  Skin  ?    Poor  conceit  in- 
deed !  and  never  found  but  in  a  low  and  little  Ibul. 
AD  y6ur  excellence  fits  on  the  furfiice ;  and,  unhappily 
for  you,  from  thence  only  ferves  to  keep  up  a  dan- 
gerous cdmmunicat  ion  between  your  inward  Weak- 
niSnTes  andourVardtemptations,  perpetually  introducing 
^Acm  to  each  other,  and  acting  the  part  of  a  traitor 
arid  pmicurer,  till  ybfer  mind  is  ten  iwdcA  more  diftin* 
^uifhable  for  it*s  defoi'n^ity,  than  your  body  for  it's 
;bdamy.'  *And  then,'  what  are  you,,  but  a  pretty  cabi- 
<net,  fiilF^of  trifle*  anfl  trafti,  'or  of  dung  and  poifon? 
•The  ^ismk}^  in  thiscafe  is  vifible,  and  the  vexation  of 
"fprit 'fi  Jteenly  fxilt  in  the  rniferable  ^effefts  of  that 
pricfe,   or '  Wahtofnnefa,  to  which   your  1l>eauty  hath 

^^^  OPalF'things,  you  arfc  moft  apt  to  be  vam  of  your 
underft^nding  ancj  knowledge,  as  appears  by  ywr 
''i'dJ^tirf^^nothif^gib'fcvarm^  as  an  liWputatioh  of 
^defeaj^  ih^  ih?s  particiilar.  -NAW;  a»«*g  all  tte 
"Waas  <)f  V^Tty,'-  tRfs  is  unqtiSftidaably  the  rtiaft 
abfurd,    becaufe  your  knowledge  is  nothing,    if  it 
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does  not  rtiake  you  fenfiblc,  you  are  a  very  igno- 
rant creature.     This  is  fo  plain  a  truth,   that  you 
muft  be  perfeftly  ftupid,  not  to  have  found  it  out. 
How  often  have  you  been  ftiffly  peremptory,    and 
haughtily  confident   of  that,   which,  in  a  few  mi- 
mites  afterwards,     you    found   to  be  a  gr6(s  and 
Iharaeful   miftake  ?    Blulh   for     diis  by    yourfelf, 
grow  modeft,  and  you  will  be  wife^      Vanity    and 
emptinefs,  in  this  inftance,  are  but  different  names 
for  the  fame  thbg.     We  feldom  fee  a  mind  fwell 
ib  much,  as  that  which  hath  littie  or  nothix^  with- 
in.   You  muft  be  wif«r  in  your  own  conceit,  than. 
Solomon,  or  you  would  confefe  your  wifdom  to  be 
vanity,  as  he  did,   when  he  pronounced  vanity  and 
vexation  on  all   the  purfuits  of  his  life.      If  your 
gyes  are  opened^  what  do  they  fec^  but  your  oivn  run 
kedmr/s^  wfaac  are  all  your  critkal  refinements,  but 
impertinence  ?  and  what  do  yourdifputations,  where- 
with you  diftrad  yourfelf,  and  teize  your  acquaint- 
ances, jdaixmTy  .but  a  fmattering  mind,  that  bewil- 
ders kfelf,.  ^d  ifeeks  CO  mtilead  or  triumph  over 
thofe  of  other  men?    Do  you  «ot  embrace  opinions 
juft   as  you  do  your  eftate,   mcerly  becauie  you 
had  them  fiom  your   father,   br  as  you  do  your 
mifttdijs,    meerly   b^caufe   you    love   them  ?      Or 
do  you  not  rejedl  opinioi^    and  turn  infidel,  be- 
caufe  you  thirfc,   you  know  too  much  to  bdieve 
any  thusg,  and  are  too  wife  to  learn  f 

There  is  no  one  thing  under  the  fun,  wherein 
there  is  more  vanity,*  and  which  gives  occafion 
to  more  vexation,  than  cuftom.  it  is  even  grown 
to  £L  proverb,  that  a  man  had  better  be  out  of 
the  world,  dion  out  of  the^'faihion.  But  if  right 
risaibn  were  to  govern  usr,  -  we  fliould  think,  it 
MB  the  devil's  ^domon  that  made  this  proverb; 
for  what  does  it  prefcribe,  bUt  that  an  evil  cuf^ 
i^m^  grown  oldy  Jbould  be  kept  ds  a  iaWy  thpugh  ne-* 
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ver  fo  much  folly  fhould  be  authorized,  or  wick- 
edneis  countenanced  by  it?  You  that  live  at  the 
fountain  of  this  evil,  I  mean  in  the  fafhionable 
world,  are  you  fo  enllaved,  as  not  fometimes  to 
think  it  inconfiftent  with  that  liberty,  you  value 
yourfelf  fo  much  upon,  to  have  your  method  of 
eating,  drinking,  dreffing,  converhng,  and  doing 
the  moil  natural  and  neceffary  actions  of  life,  pre- 
fcribed  to  you  by  the  will  of  others,  perhaps  of 
the  vaineft  and  wickedeft  of  mankind?  li  were 
a  thing  much  to  be  wiihed,  that  the  dominion 
of  this  tyrant  extended  only  to  fuch,  as  can  af- 
ford to  be  fools,  and  not,  as  it  adtuaUy  does,  to 
the  lower  ranks  of  people.  Folly  and  vice  run 
down  in  the  channel  ot  example,  from  the  king 
evep  to  the  fcuUion  and  be^ar^  in  a  full  tide,  fo 
chat,  an  awkward  mimickry  of  that  which  is  deemed 
genteel  is  often  feen  among  the  meaneft  of  man- 
Jkind,  on  whom  rags  and  falhion  find  a  way  to 
unite.  Expence  follows*  Diftrefs  purfues  tfaat^ 
and.  fo  vanity  and  Vexation,  intermixed,  come  to 
be  eftabli(bed  by  a  kind  of  law. 

Another  vanity,  which  you  may  have  obferved,  if 
fjot  pr<)mpted,  is,  as  Solomon  hath  exprefled  it,  diat 
there  be  juft  men,  to  whom  it  bappenetb  according  to  the 
work  of  the  wicked,  and  wicked  men  to  whom  it  happen* 
eib  according  to  the  work  of  the  righteous ;  that  is,  wick' 
ed  men  who  profper  in  oppreifion,  and  all  manner  of 
iniquity ;  and  good  men  who  are  perflcuted,  meer- 
ly  for  being  good.  Thus  fin  is  honoured,  andvir-r 
tue  difgraced,  in  the  fight  of  mankind,  and  tfaere^ 
fore  the  beft  natufes  retire  and  hide  themfclves  in 
pblcurity,  whije  the  worft,  pufti  for  fortunes,  rife 
to  places,  and  grow  a^  able,  as  they  are  wil« 
ling,  to  do  niifchiefi  If  you. have. ever  feen  a  man 
of  each  character  on  the  flage  of  life  together,  it 
is  odda,  you  have  feen  the  bad  man  fplenditliy 
4Uended,   affifled,   careiTcd,  and  almoft  adored  by 

the 
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the  ipaniels  of  power,  who  know  how  to  fawn 
on  the  fowler,  to  fet  the  prey,  and  (hare  it ; 
while,  in  the  mean  time,  the  good  man,  you  may 
have  obfervcd,  is  either  neglected,  or  treated  with 
the  utmoft  cruelty  by  the  greater  dogs  of  faction, 
who  worry  him  in  his  fortune,  and  by  the  fmaller 
curs  of  private  fpleen,  who  (land  at  a  diftance, 
yelping  at  his  charadter. 

The  fervice  you  pay  to  God,  if  you  are  not 
one  of  a  thou&nd,  is  as  liable  to  the  cenfure  in 
my  text,  as  the  enormities  I  have  already  menr 
tioned.  How  feldom  do  you  go  to  his  houfe  or 
table,  if  you  have  a  call  of  any  confequence  elfe- 
where  ?  And,  when  you  do  go,  how  rarely  do 
you  give  him  more  than  your  lips?  Do  you  not 
find  more  warmth  in  your  heart  to  a  thoufand 
other  things,  which  you  ought  to  de(pife  or  hate, 
than  to  him  whom  you  ought  to  adore  and  love, 
with  all  your  foul?  There  is  no  work  under  the 
fun,  done  (b  ill,  done  fo  carelefsly  and  flupidly,  as 
the  work  of  religion.  God  is  the  worft  ferved  of 
all  mailers,  the  worft  paid  of  all  creditors  or  be*' 
nefadtors.  Others  get  thoughts,  adions,  things ;  he 
little  more  than  words  and  empty  profeflions.  This 
is  the  vanity  of  vanities.  This  is  a  vexation  offpirit^ 
even  of  the  Holy  fpirit. 

But  that  which  makes  emptinefs  and  vanity,  with 
a  witnefe,  of  all  that  is  done  under  the  fun,  is  death, 
the  confequence,  the  puniftiment,  the  ridicule  of  all 
other  vanities.  One  climbs  the  hill  of  ambition, 
another  amafies  wealth;  one  purfues  pleafure,  ano- 
ther deals  in  party,  and  ftate  plots ;  one  makes  long 
voyages,  another  fights  dangerous  battles;  this  op- 
prefTes,  that  is  opprefTed,  this  labours  his  body,  that 
racks  his  mind.  See  how  their  paffions  and  drifts  in- 
terfere !  what  a  face  of  buftle  and  importance !  Death, 
as  the  poet  fays,  grins  horribly  a  ghaftly  imile  at  all 
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this.  The  moment  he  lifts  his  hand,  they  perifli,  and 
arc  fwept  away  like  a  bed  of  Ants.  All  they  thought, 
did,  defired,  poffeffed,  vanifties  into  nothing.  Tbe 
king  and  tbe  beggar  lie  down  tagetbery  and  the  worm 
makes  his  fupper  on  that  body,  which  was  attend- 
ed by  dukes  at  dinner,  O  the  defpicable  figure  tliat 
is  made  by  worldly  grandeur,  under  the  hand  of 
death !  man  lays  out  all  his  thoughts,  and  his  very  ibui 
on  a  fcheme,  and  death  removes  him  in  the  midft  on't, 
and  then  all  his  thoughts  perifh,  and  his  foul  with 
them.  Hehimfelf  paUes  away  like  a  fhadow,  and  his 
defigns,  like  dreams.  His  body  rots,  his  memory 
{tinksy  or  is  extinguifhed,  and  you  can  no  more  trace 
his  paflage  through  the  world,  unlels  by  the  remem- 
brance of  his  crinies,  than  you  can  tbe  patb^-wcy  of 
a  keel  in  tbe  waves. 

One  philbfopher,  obferving  the  infignificance  and 
iblly  of  all  we  do,  laughed  at  every  thing,  as  vanity. 
Another  obferving  the  miferies  that  attend  the  follies 
and  vices  of  mankind,  wept  at  every  thing,  as  vexati- 
on of  fpirit.  Solomon,  t^ing  both  together,  faith/ 
bavefeen  all  tbe  works  tba$  are  done  under  tbefun^  and 
bebold!  all  is  both  vanity  and  vexation  offpirit. 

What  then  fliall  we  do  in  fuch  a  world  ?  Let  us 
hear  tbe  conclnjion  of  tbe  wbole  matter^  as  it  is  drawn  by 
the  wife  man  himfelf.  Let  us  fear  Gody  and  keep  bis 
commandments^  for  tbis  is  tbe  whole  duty^  and  we  may 
add,  it  is  therefore  the  whole  wifdom  and  intereft,  of 
man.  Let  us  lift  up  our  eyes  from  the  empty  fhadoyvs 
of  this  life,  important  only  in  their  power  to  deceive 
and  grieve  us ;  and  let  us  fix  them  and  our  alFedtions 
on  the  great  and  folid  thines  above.  This  world  was 
made  for  man,  and  therefore  man  was  not  made  for 
this  world.  It  was  made  however  only  for  his  tem- 
porary fubfiftence,  and  as  a  nurfery  to  breed  up  chil- 
dren to  God,  and  heirs  of  a  better  world.  Here 
therefore  every  thing  is  fitted  for  children,  and  not 

for 
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for  men,  who  cannot  poflibly  reft  in  fuch  things  as 
arc  uncertain,  and  by  no  means  of  equal  extent  with 
their  defires.  Since  every  thing  here  is  uncertain  and 
unfatisfadtory,  let  us  confult  our  faith,  and  let  us  feek 
for  a  better  and  more  permanent  inheritance  hereafter, 
fuch  as  may  fill  our  utmoft  defires  and  gratify  to  the 
full,  without  fear  of  change  or  difappointment,  of 
difguft  or  remorfe.  Since  every  thing  here  is  vexati- 
on, let  us  feck  for  happinefe  in  true  religion,  in  a  clear 
confcience,  ind  in  hopes  of  peace  at  the  laft.  We 
muft  look  above  the  fun  for  a  place,  where  there  is  no 
vanity,  no  vexation  of  (jpirit.  To  lay  the  foundation 
of  our  happinefs  in  this  world,  is  to  build  on  the  fand 
and  the  waves.  Let  us  therefore  endeavour  to  raife  a 
buildings  etermdinthe  heavens ^  that  when  we  fail  her Cy 
and  become  bankrupts  of  all  earthly  poffeffions,  we 
may  be  received  into  everlajiing  habitations. 

God  give  us  a  gracious  admittance  there,  and  let 
his  holy  and  glorious  name  be  magnified  and  praifed 
for  evcrmo^e^    Amen. 


114  D  I  S- 


DISCOURSE   XXV. 


Rob  him  not  of  the  Seventh,  who  gave 
you  Six. 


Exodus    xx.  8. 
Remember  the  fabbatlhday^  tokeepitbofy. 

LEST  ki  the  extreme  eagernefs  and  hiirry  of  our 
fix  days  purfuit  after  worldly  thbgs  we  ftiould 
forget,  that  the  feventh  was  referved  from  the  begin- 
ning and  confecrated  to  God  and  religion  \  this  com- 
mandment fets  out  with  a  divine  admonition,  to  re- 
coiled theapproach  of  that  folemnity,  and  to  cea(e  en- 
tirely from  that  purfuit,  at  the  commencement  of  a 
day,  {o  equally  appropriated  to  the  honour  of  God, 
and  the  happine(s  of  mankind. 

We  fliould  therefore  hear  the  call  of  God,  expref- 
fed  in  this  word,  remembery  juft  in  the  (ame  manner  as 
we  (hould  do,  did  he  on  the  evening  of  every  fixth 
day,  cry  out  in  a  voice,  audible  to  all  mankind; 
*  give  car,  O  my  people,  to  the  notification  of  my  fkb- 

*  bath. 
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*  bath,  on  which  you  are  to  enter  in  a  few  hours,  and 

*  fo  difpofe  yourfelves,  as  toceafe,  the  moment  it  be- 

*  gins,  from  all  thofe  labours,  to  which  you  were 
^  doomed  for  original  trani^reffion ;   your  labours, 

*  even  for  the  neceffaries  of  life,  but  more  efpccially 

*  thofe,  wherein  you  are  occupied  by  your  vanit}*, 
'  your  voluptuoufneis,  your  avarice,  your  ambition, 
'  labours  fit  only  to  defecrate  my  day,  which  can- 
^  not  be  kept  hojy,  if  it  is  not  offered  up  to  me  by  the 

*  very  contrary  difpofitions  of  mind,  by  an  entire  cef- 

*  fation  from  worldly  bufineis,  and  by  a  truly  religious 

*  fervice.* 

Thus  almighty  God  addrefles  us  in  the  firfl 
words  of  this  commandment ;  wherein  it  is  further 
to  be  obferved,  that,  whereas,  in  every  other  com-  , 
mandment  he  only  enjoins,  or  prohibits,  fomewhat  to 
be  done ;  in  this,  as  of  more  general  confequence, 
than  any  of  the  reft,  he  both  commands,  remember  my 
Jabbealndayy  to  keep  it  boly^  and  forbids,  in  it  thou  Jbalt 
do  no  manner  of  work  \  and  that  we  may  confider  it  as 
wholly  appropriated  to  himfelf,  and  not  to  be  invaded 
by  this  world  without  impiety  and  facrilege,  he  fur- 
ther tells  us,  that  it  is  tbefabbatb  of  the  Lord  our  Gody 
his  peculiar  enclofure  of  time,  whereon  he  ceafed  even 
from  his  own  work,  as  if  not  fufficiently  facred  for  fo 
high  a  iblemnity.  He  ceafed,  and  fo  (hould  we,  to 
give  time  for  the  contemplation  of  his  works.  When 
the  all-operating  mind  thinks  fit  to  make  vacation,  we 
his  rational  creatures,  ought  to  be  no  otherwife  em- 
ployed, than  in  the  review  of  ourfelves,  and  all  he 
hath  created  for  us,  that  together  with  his  other 
works,  we  may  again  be,  what  he,  at  firft,  pronoun- 
ced us,  and  gratefully  declare  with  him,  behold  all  is 
very  good. 

So  many  out-works,  placed  round  the  duty  here  in- 
culcated^ may  poflibly  be  regarded  by  the  unthinking 
as  difproportionate  to  the  importance  of  that  duty, 
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compared  with  the  duties  enjoined,  at  leaft  in  fbme  of 
the  other  commandments.  '  What,  (may  fuch  an 
*  one  fay,)  is  more  care  taken  to  prevent  fabbath* 
^  breaking,  than  idolatry  and  murder  ?  By  no  means. 
This  hafty  querift  (hould  know,  that  every  guard 
againft  the  violation  of  this  commandment  is  as  much 
a  guard  againft  the  tranfgreflton  of  the  reft.  This  is 
the  only  p^tive  commandment  of  the  decalogue,  the 
obfervation  whereof  is  made  fubfervient  and  neccflary 
to  that  of  the  other  nine,  wherein  no  other  duties  are 
enjoined,  than  fuch  as  refult  from  the  relatron  we  are 
placed  in  to  God,  and  our  brethren.  Well  as  that 
relation  is  generally  deemed  to  be  known,  and  clearly 
as  thofe  duties  may  feem  to  fpring  from  it ;  were  no 
particular  time  fet  apart  for  an  enquiry  afWr  either, 
nor  for  the  practical  enforcement  of  them  on  our  af- 
fections, no  time  at  all  would  be  given  to  thofe  pur- 
pofes  by  the  generality  of  mankind ;  the  ftream  of  bu- 
linefs  or  pleafure  would  perpetually  carry  our  thoughts 
downward  to  this  world ;  God,  and  our  relation  to 
liim,  wouW  be  unknown,  or  forgotten ;  and  men,  be- 
coming ignorant,  that  he  is  the  guarantee  (^ibcial  du- 
ties, would  be  little  better  than  wiW  beafts  toone  ano- 
ther. All  hiftory,  facred  and  profane,  is  a  verificati- 
on chiefly  ot  this  affertion.  He  knows  little  of  the 
world,  as  little  indeed  ot  himfelf,  who  hath  not  ob- 
ferved  an  almoft  univerial  difmclination  in  human  na- 
ture to  religious  enquiries  and  duties ;  to  thofe  enqui- 
ries, as  they  lead  to  thefe  duties ;  and  to  thefe  duties 
^gain,  as  they  lead  to  compundlion  and  dread  of  fu- 
ture retribution. 

Without  a/abbafb,  that  is,  without  a  proper  piro- 
portion  of  our  time,  appointed  by  divme  authority, 
for  the  inftrudlion  of  the  common  people  in  religious 
knowledge,  and  for  the  habitual  exercife  of  devotion 
in  thofe  of  higher  rank,  no  knowledge  of  tfiat  fort  is 
r$itipnally  to  be  expedted  among  the  former ;  but  litrie 
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of  it  among  the  latter ;  no  fpirit  of  piety  and  devotion 
lamong  either.  But  in  proportion  as  we  give  God  his , 
day,  ib,  propprtionably  (hall  the  knowledge,  the  fear, 
the  love  of  God  prevail ;  and  with  them  the  praftice 
erf* every  virtue ;  for  the  religion,  to  be  acquired  by  a 
due  obfcrvance  of  that  day,  is  the  only  efficacious 
principle  of  real  virtue,  as  thiat  is,  of  real  happinefs. 

Taking  it  for  granted,  that  all  who  hear  mt  are 
Chriftians,  I  rauft  further  take  it  for  granted,  that 
they  agree  with  me  in  this  account  of.Chriftianity,  as 
in  a  fundamental  truth,  and  therefore  confider  the 
fabbath  as  an  inftitution  of  divine  authority,  and  of 
infinite  utility, 

Since  then  this  folemnity  furnifhes  an  opportunity 
for  all  other  ireltgioos  enquiries,  let  us  now  lay  hcJd  of 
it  to  enquire. 

In  the  firft  place,  into  the  nature  and  end  of  the  in- 
ftitution itfelf,  that. 

In  the  fecond,  underftanding  clearly  what  it  is, 
and  why  it  was  appointed,  we  may  be  the  better  pre- 
pared to  make  a  right  application  of  it,  I  mean  to 
fepteffibtr  and  keep  it  holy. 

In  the  firft  place,  as  to  the  nature  of  this  inftitution, 
it  conCifts  in  an  exemption,  by  divine  appointment, 
of  one  day  in  feven  from  all  unneceffary  labour  and 
bufmefs,  relating  to  our  worldly  callings,  and  affairs. 
This  appears  from  the  meaning  of  the  word  fahhatb^ 
which  iignifies,  reft  5  from  the  expreis  terms  of  the 
commandment ;  which  forbid  us  to  do  any  manner 
of  work  thereon ;  and  from  fo  many  other  paflages  oif 
the  law  and  the  prophets,  as  leave  no  room  for  a 
doubt  on  this  head,  either  among  Jews  or  Chriftians. 
The  Jews,  particularly  in  latter  times,  fo  over-ftrain- 
ed  the  prohibition  of  works  on  the  fabbath,  as  to  ab- 
ftain  from  works  of  neceflity,  and  even  of  charity, 
deeming  it  unlawful  on  that  day  to  defend  themfelves 
and  their  capital  againft  the  public  enemy,  and  to 
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heal  the  fick.  Chrift  and  ail  his  followers,  through- 
out every  age  of  the  Church,  underftood  the  prohi- 
bition as  levelled  againft  all  worldly  work  on  this  day, 
and  kept  the  day  accordingly. 

As  little  doubt  can  be  made,  I  conceive,  among  the 
rational  and  pious  part  of  mankind,  whether  infinite 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  could  have  intended  the  fabbath 
for  a  day  of  meer  reft  to  the  body,  whereon  abiblute- 
ly  nothing  was  to  be  done,  either  by  that  or  the  mind, 
which  would  reduce  it  to  a  day  of  idleneis,  that  is, 
of  vice ;  for  that  idlenefs  is  a  vice,  produdlive  of  bnu« 
merable  other  vices,  cannot  be  foberly  queftioned. 
If  however  a  ceflation  from  bodily  labour  is  admitted, 
which  it  muft  be,  as  the  matter  of  the  inftitution,  and 
the  recovery  of  ftrength  and  fpirits,  as  its  immediate 
end ;  we  muft  at  leaft  expert  to  find  another,  more 
ufef ul  ftill,  and  better  fitted  to  juftify  the  wifdom  of 
it's  author,  for  men  may  reft  at  any  time,  when  they 
find  themfelves  fatigued,  without  the  folemnity  of  a 
law. 

The  nature  of  the  inftitution  will  beft  appear  from 
the  confideration  of  it's  ends,  which  were,  firft,  the 
refreftiment  of  the  body,  exhaufted  and  enfeebled  by 
the  labours  of  the  preening  work  days,  which  makes 
the  bare  refting  on  this  day  in  fome  meafure  ufeful, 
and  diftinguiihes  it  from  meer  idlenefs ;  and  fecond- 
ly,  the  conunemoration  of  God's  reflin^  on  the  ie- 
venth  day  from  his  work  of  creation,  which,  we  fliall 
prefencly  perceive,  is  an  end  of  infinite  ufe  and  dig- 
nity. 

Such,  with  an  eye  to  all  mankind,  and  throughout 
all  ages,  were  the  purpofes  of  Almighty  God  in  ap- 
pointing this  folemnity  from  the  beginning.  But  in 
r^ard  to  the  Church  of  Chrifl,  a  greater  ftill  was 
added  at  the  change  of  the  day  from  the  laft  to  the 
firft  of  the  Jewilh  week,  namely,  the  commemorati- 
on of  our  Saviour's  refurredtion  on  our  prefent  fab- 
bath. 
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bath,    when  he  refted  from  the  work  of  his  new 
creation. 

The  fabbath,  we  ought  now  to  obferve,  confidered 
in  thefe  ends  of  it's  inftitution,  is  a  moft  inftrudtive 
memorial,  a  feftival  greatly  exceeding  all  others,  in 
the  joy  and  gratitude  it  calls  us  to,  for  the  being  we 
have  received  from  the  hands  of  God  ;  for  the  dig- 
nity of  that  being,  which  is  ranked  but  a  link  lower 
than  that  of  angels  \  for  a  whole  world,  created  in  or-* 
der  to  our  comfortable  accommodation ;  for  the  con- 
quell  of  fin  by  the  fufferings,  and  of  death,  by  the 
refurredtion,  or  our  blefled  Saviour,  wbo  was  delivered 
for  our  offenceSy  and  rmfed  again  for  our  juftificationj  who 
hath  redeemed,  renewed,  and  brought  us  into  the 
family  of  God. 

Fixing  our  eyes  attenrively  on  thefe  ends,  and 
clearly  underftanding  what  the  fabbath  is,  and  why 
it  was  appointed,  we  (hall,  fo  far,  be  prepared,  in  the 
fecond  place,  to  make  a  right  application  of  it;  that  19 
to  remember  and  keep  it  holy. 

During  a  total  ceffation  from  bodily  labours  and 
worldly  cares,  the  vacancy  of  the  mind,  together 
with  the  recovering  fpring  of  the  fpirits,  afford  us  a 
moft  incomparable  opportunity  of  meditating,  with 
more  than  common  feelings,  on  the  goodnefs  of  God^ 
who,  ere  he  introduced  us  to  this  fcenc  of  things, 
prcjpared  and  ftored  it,  not  only  with  ncceffaries,  but 
with  every  comfort,  every  ornament  of  life.  In  what 
abundance  hath  he  poured  out  the  materials  of  food, 
ravment,  houfes!  What  a  fpacious,  what  a  verdent, 
what  a  beautiful  carpet  hath  he  fpread  under  our  feet  1 
tiffued  with  an  inexhaulKble  variety  of  flowers,  that 
charm  the  eye  and  ravifh  the  fmell !  refrefhed  with 
innumerable  fprings,  rivers,  lakes!  diverfified  with 
hills,  dales,  groves !  and  thofe  peopled  by  a  choir  of 
mufical  performers,  that  leave  all  the  efforts  of  art 
far  bchindf  What  a  carpet!  exceeded  rather  in  mag* 
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nificence,  than  beauty,  by  that  blue  canopy,  which  he 
hath  (Iretohed  over  our  heads,  the  aquedudt,  betow^ 
of  all  our  dews  and  rains,  and  enriched  above  with  a 
profufion  of  celeftial  luminaries !  What  a  verdure  un- 
der us !  What  an  azure  over  us !  How  is  the  eye,  at 
once,  fed  and  entertained  by  both !  How  is  life  re- 
freihed  and  maintained  by  tl^  air !  how  all  its  adions 
and  motions  directed  by  die  %ht ! 

No  fooner  were  all  thefe,  and  ten  thoufand  other 
acconmiodatioiis,  prep^ed  iii  an  exa<5t  conformity  to 
the  wants,  the  £e,^^^  the  affeftions,  the  wirtics,  of 
their  intended  jpoiTeifor,  and  to  the  faculties  and 
powers  of  his  underftanding,  dian  he  was  himfelf  raif- 
ed  out  of  the  earth  (from  which,  but  for  this  aft  of 
almighty  goodneis,  he  had  never  differed)  and  vefted, 
as  the.favouriteof  heaven,  with  the  Lordfhip  ^all. 
The  unthinking  hearer  will  ftfirtle,  whep  I  tell  him»  aU 
this  is  nothing  in  comparifon  of  the  power  dUpenfed  to 
us,  by  the  ra^tional  faculty^  of  knowii^  our  benefiK>- 
tor ;  of  knowing,  and  by  t!kf^  knowledge^^f  crying 
God  himielf;  ofknowineandenjoyipj^  bye  grateful 
celebration  of  this  feftival,  that  God,  to  whom  all  his 
works,  4ipw|bever  beautiful,,  jwajgnififtent,  gbrioYis, 
in  theoifelves,  are  but  a  blanks  ^  nothii^. 

Is  it  poUible  this  day  Ihould  call  u^  tp  yet  lughet 
knpwle^^e,  ^o  the  exepipU&cation  of  divine  gppclneis, 
in  mpre  aftooiihing^  more  aflfefting  inflagaes,  -tlwi 
fhefe?  Ye§,  hitherto  we  have  toucb^  only  on  4fce 
touQty  of  God ;  his  mercy  will  carry  us  fMrther.  At- 
ter  wje  ^^d  trampled  on.  his  Ixjur^ty,  ^md  ungra4efoliy 
fibu&y  .it  in  all.  its  kiwleft  eftcdls ;  af t^  we  nad  <ione 
ipvery  thing -io  provoke  his  difpkafure^  ^i}d  fiuHefi  on 
our  dwii^guilty  heads  ihe  iepiieuce  of  ever^ftiagrftame 
and .miCery  i  from  the  throne  of  beavfja  '(ljfiar,k  wkh 
.unutterable  M«6nder  and  lovq,  O  ye  fone  dF'ihe  cklft) 
frorp  the  thrpae  of  heaven^  ffpm.ttebjK?«a  w^  hair 
lelulaW  gf  all  it!s  hpfts,  he^flew,  on  ih?  wipg^'of  in- 
conceivable 
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conceivable  mercy  ;  took  our  now  wretched  nature, 
and,  with  it,  laid  on  his  own  guiltlefs  head  the  load  of 
all  our  crimes ;  (ufFered  the  punifhment  due  to  them ; 
and  aff  the  mod  hated  oi  all  criminals,  was  fcourged, 
bufFetted,  fpit  on,  crucified,  by  our  own  hands,  that 
he  might  obtain  for  us  the.  glorious  liberty  oftbefons  of 
God'^  and  that  we  may  be  juftified  in  our  hopes  cf 
rifmg,  after  death,  to  eternal  life,  he  rofe  again  from 
the  grave,  and,  to  the  end  of  the  world,  is  pretent 
with  us,  guiding  our  ignorance  by  his  gofpel,  and  aid- 
ing our  weaknefs  by  his  grace.  To  acquire  a  com- 
petent knowledge,  and  to  imprefs  on  our  hearts  a 
lively  and  laftingfenfe,  of  thefe  delightful  truths ;  in  the 
performance,  the  proof,  the  propagation  whereof,  as 
real  fads,  and  as  articles  of  faving  faith,  unbounded 
wifdom,  and  power,  and  mercy,  were  all  employed,  if 
not  exerted ;  is  the  proper  bufmefs  of  this  day ;  and 
to  adore  in  tranlports  ot  joy  and  love,  the  exemplifi- 
cation of  thefe  attributes  in  our  Father,  Saviour,  Com- 
forter, is  the  right  method  of  keeping  it  holy.  What 
heart  of  ice  can  he  cool  to  it .?  What  mind  of  bfock  or 
ftone  can  forget  it?  To  forget  this  folemnity  is  to 
forget  the  creation  of  a  world,  formed  folcly  for  our- 
fdves,  at  the  very  inftant  that  this  world  employs  all 
our  thoughts,  Md  engages  all  our  defires ;  is  to  for- 
get our  own  being,  to  fin'get  the  author  of  that  being, 
^d<^  every  thing  that  can  enibre  the  happinefs  of 
-that  being,  of  every  thing  that  can  fupport  the  body, 
or  iave  the  feui ;  and  not  only  to  forget,  but  to  forfeit 
all. 

What  leifijire>i8  there  for  him  who  is  bufied  all  the 
week  about liis  worldly  afEiirs,  to  learn  thefe  truths; 
or  for  him  whofe  Iteirtistiurricd  ofFat  all  other  times, 
to  the  {>l^fur6s,  profits^  6r  vanities  of  this  life,  to 
recalMt  into  the  prefence  of  God ;  but  on  his  day? 
The  fabbath,  a  time  of  refl  for  the  body,  and  oi  ap- 
plication of  the  foul  to  God  and  his  holy  religion, 

fhould 
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fhould  be  underftood  as  a  remainder  of  original  riglr* 
teoufhefe  and  happine(s,  enjoyed  ere  the  curfe  ot  la- 
bour and  ibrrow  fell  on  tranfgreiTmg  mankind,  and  as 
a  type  of  the  eternal  reft  promifed  to  our  fouls  in  the 
reftitution  of  all  things.  It  fhould  be  confidered  as  a 
day  of  grace,  whereon  the  king  o(  heaven  and 
earth  lays  open  the  gates  of  his  palace,  and  invites  his 
fubjedts  to  come  and  apply  for  his  favours,  and  rejoice 
before  him  as  on  a  feftival,  celebrated  alike  by  him- 
felf,  and  his  whole  kingdcmi. 

Is  there  then  a  time  when  the  whole  race  of  man- 
kind are  called  to  hear  the  voice  of  God,  and  to  fend 
up  theirs  in  united  prayers  and  praifes  for  all  his  mer- 
cies, wifhed,  or  received  ?  And  is  there  a  foul,  fo  loft 
to  gratitude,  and  itfelf,  fo  daring  a  rebel  to  God,  as 
to  be  abfent  from  an  aflembly,  where  God  is  prefenr, 
and  where  a  world  is  on  it's  knees  i 

Were  we  only  ordered  to  reft  and  rejoice  an  this 
feftival,  the  reafon  and  gratitude  of  a  ienfibleman 
wouki  point  it  out  to  him  as  a  time  of  rejoicing  before 
God,  as  a  proper  feafon  of  drawing  nigh  to  him  in  eve^ 
xy  a£k  of  thankful  recolledtion,  as  he  hath  done  to  us 
in  numbcriefe  inftances  of  goodne(s  and  mercy.  The 
very  nature  af  thefolemnity,  as  inftituted  by  God  for 
ft  memorial  of  his  gracious  difpeniations  towards  us, 
iufGciently  intimdtes  this  application  of  the  day  to  a 
thinking  and  grateful  mind.  If  he  hath  not  told  us 
all  he  experts  of  us  on  this  occalion,  it  is  probably  be- 
caufe  there  is  no  predribing  the  degree  of  gratitude, 
propter  to  be  (hewn  by  the  obliged,  in  any  cafe  ;  the 
bcaie£a£h)r  is  always  tfae'Iaft  to  d<>  it,  our  <own  thoughts 
being  here  the  only  decent  jmonitors.  What  an  af- 
front fhould  we  fuppofe,  other  beAe£i£tors  had  of- 
fered to  our  fenfibility,  did  tjiey  denpiaiKl  our  returns 
in  plainer  terms,  than  God  bath  ufed  in  tbofoof  his 
mftitutk)n  f 

Thefe 
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Thcfe  are  intelligible  enough  in  my  text,  where  we 
are  ordered  to  keep  this  day  bofy.     Now  abfoluie  in- 
adlion,  both  of  mind  and  body,  can  fandlify  nothing. 
Induftry,  which  in  itfelf  is  a  virtue,  and  prefervative^ 
befides,  of  all  other  virtues,  had  never  been  fufpendcd, 
during  a  feventh  part  of  our  time,  by  a  divine  law, 
had  it  not  been  the  intention '6f  the  law-giver  to  ap- 
propriate that  time  to  the  highcff  virtues  of  piety  and 
devotion,  and  to  the  neceflary  acquifiition  of  religious 
knowledge.     It  follows  theriifore,  that,  while  the  bo- 
dy is  a^reft,  the  mind  is  to  be  employed  in  its  own 
proper  work  of  religious  cultivation.     And  by  what 
means  can  this  be  better  accomplifhcd,  than  by  re- 
fledting,  that  tbefabbatb  isfetfor  ajign  between  God 
and  his  people,  to  remind  theni  pf  his  infinite  goodnefs 
to  them,  and  of  the  fcrviccs  they  therefore  owe  him  ? 
But  why  do  I  talk  of  fervices,  as  if  Chrift  had  not,  long 
fince,  told  us,  that  ibefabbath  "tbas  made  for  man  f  It  was 
furely  appointed  more  for  our  irfigrovpment ;  than  for 
any  bendit  the  all-perfeft  being  could  have  expefted 
from  the  very  beft  we  can  do;  '  He  who  keeps  it  holy, 
will  find  in  tne  end,  that  it  hath  kept  him  holy,  and 
made  him  for  ever  happy.    If  this  is  a  day  of  rejoic- 
ing arid  thankfgivingTor  all  the  .mercies  of  God,  more 
cfpecially  of  creation  and  redemption,  how  can  it  be 
fandified  by  thofe  a^s  of  devotion,  if  thefe  mercies 
are  not  fedingly  r^miembered  ?  and  how  can  they  be 
thus  remembered,  if  they  are  not  firft  well  under- 
ftood  ?  And  how  can  they  be  .at' ail  Underftood,  I  mean 
by  the  bulk  of  mankind,  if  this  only  opportunity,  for 
the  purpofe,  at  lealt  in  re»rd  to  the  poorer  fort  \  is 
not  laid  out  on  enquiries  aner  God  suid'  his  religion  ? 
Or  how  (hall  the  poorer  fort  t)ewon  to  this,  if  the 
richer  and  higher  part  of  the  world  appear  to  pay  lit* 
tic  or  no  rcfpeft  to'  the  fabbath  ?  Will  meer  fenfual 
and  riotous  rejoicings  fenftify  the  fefti^al  ?  No,  they 
arc  fitted  only  to  cdebratc  a  day  to  the  devil. 

Vol.  IV.       '  Kk  ft 


4,88  Robbimnofif  the  Seuemb^  who  gave  yniSm^ 

Jt  was  for  this  rqafoq,  that  God  by  Ifajah  fo-fliarply 
reproved  tHe  fabbaths,  as  .kept  ,by  the  jfraelites  in  the. 
tinic  of  that  projjliet.  Tourfabhatbsj  and  calli^ofaf" 
fetnbliesy  [cannot  awctf  with  \  it  is  iniquity^  ev^n  tbffokmn 
meeting.  When  you  vfidke.  many  prayer s^  I  will  not  bear  \ 
your  bands  arf  full  of  hloo^  You  join  iniquity,  concu- 
pifcence,  and  oppr€^o)i.tp  niy  inftitu^ion,  and  think 
tp  make  it  ^  cloak  for  your  crimes.  'VV'herefore  as 
jou  apply  it  topurpoj^s,  ^dirc<StIy  conxrar y  to  my  in- 
tent ibp,  mme  as  Vt  is,'  you  have  made  xtanabofninaiion 
tome.  jBut  if  you  Yf^^4.  celeb^a^e  my  iab|)aihs,  and 
Q^Her  orjlinanccs,  in  a  manner  acceptable  to  nie,  wq/b 
you,  make  yoti  5%»,.  fui  oway  the  evil  of  your  doings 
from  before  mine  eyes  i  ceafe  to  do  evil^  learn  to  do  ipelL 
^Jeffed  is  the  mfptbat  hfpetb  ib^/appa^Ji'(^  polluting 
^,  afid,bis,i?^nd from. doij^  any evd. 
;  Thar/ihe  *fet{^a^h-d^^  proper  and.^fusJ 

tirne,'  both  /or  pubjic^.nr^yer,  and  for-  religious  in- 
ftriiftion,  is  plain  fronx.^e  {jrafticeof  t^e  Jews>,^*hofe 
i^titi p£  prifycT 'for  ^  fervice  pf'the^fyiiagogvic,  and 
whdfe  cyftom  of  repeating  th§^  ^nd  of  residing  and 
exjjKJunding'.thyfcx]  gri  this  day,  ,\p  thcjxqple 

are  kftawh  to  s^vcry.ofje-'  as  it  i?,.)tHat  ^Chrift  himfelf 
cprif^rijne4bqth  ,to  t^Kat  fervice,'  and:  tjiat  cuftorn. 

And  that. itlip  jn&ired  apo^^  ^,98^.^^^  .^^^J^l*? 
whole  Chrittjan'  cjiufgh  jn  j;Heir  jticiie,  (Qjlowqd  ^tjic 
iapie  ipethod^^f  Lmy^  to  which 

they  added ,thp^^ciarifl^^.  alms-giying,  is  equally 
plain  Y^n^^^i^s/ii^'jiS?  w^  prayer;  frqm 

AiJts  2C(,  7,  wl^re  Dr^[c^ing\a^  br5?H'^5  9^  bread  j 
and  from  \,(JQr^^i^^^  dif- 

trifled  rbjf cthrep,"  ,aije  a^mcntioned, '  as  regularlY  prac-r 
tifed  on  the.§rii'  ipay,'  gt  tlie  ;^dc,.  9r;3^c  Chrj|ll^ 
fabbathj  ,"  .    .  '•  ,  '  ' 

?  'Hkving  pow  ^|eepV  .vi^lwt  tljie  l^bbaA  is,  ,to  ^^t 
iieceflary  e^ds,  ;^'  ^ff  ^jpi^ofes^  Jt^.dedici^sd 
the  e^^refs"  appoiniiien;  oT  (^9<f  h(mre|(f,  and  .^^loy, 
19  confecjuence  of  Tiis'-conqmpndment,  it  was  kept.ho- 

ly 


]y  by  thoie  wbo  lived  and  i&,td  imder  the  immediate 
diredion  of  hi3  Spirit;  what  Can  rcafon  think  of  iuch- 
as  profane  it  by  worldly  buftncfs,'  fettling 'accounts, 
traiifading  bargains,  taking jownies  ?  Or. by  idlerief^ 
ftrollingi,  vifitihg,  flceping?  Or  fey  an  affeded  and 
fupercinous  contempt,  .both  public  and  .private,  of 
that  inftruc^icm,  that  devocioni  that  gratit^nie  towards 
God  for  aU  his  bleffings,  .wjiich  the  foJpiiiT^iy  o/.the 
day  ib  naturally  and  budly  calls  us  oo  ?  Qrl.what  13 
Jeft  for  charity,  the  moft  tender,  to  think  of  tliofe  who, 
reft  rained  by  the  laws  from  labour  andjbufi^iefson 
this  d^y,  greedfly  lay  hold  of  it  as  an  oppprftmiry  to 
indulge  themfclves  in  amufements,  (fo  they  call  them) 
which  no  rules  of  virtue,  or  evdn  decency,,  can  tole- 
rate on  any  other  day  ?  .What  an  additional  bhckiiefe 
do  the  crimes  of  lewd  ai^d  libertine  difcqurfe>  <rf*  fcan- 
dalous  a}T.gnatjon§,  of  rimitig  and  drunkennefs,  air 
•fume  by  being  perpetrated  jqpi  the  iacredday  of  Godi! 
and  more  frequently  tpo,  than  oin  other  "days  j  wh^ 
an  infuk  on  the  majqfty.'tof .  heaN^en  !  what  a  facrifice, 
rudely  fnfttched  from) the naltar  of  God,,  and  even  pfr 
lentaliouifly  luvrried'  by  ibme  to  that  <Jf  .his  enemy,! 
Profanation  is  infiuitdly  too  foft  a  word  fgr  Tucii 
pradlices'aH  confill  in  aig  inipioiis  pervierfion  of  that 
which  is  moft  facrcd^.ttoipiirpoiies  eikirtDOiilly  flagitir- 

But- as -if  thefe  execrable  epcroachnaents  on  piety 
and  d)tnt?ion 'depency  aw^re  not  fufficient  proots  of 
contempt  for  infinite  Majeft^J,  and  attatjimtent  tp  the 
author  of  fin  \  1  anqf  tok^,  ii  is,  of  late,,  jbecome  ufual, 
among  the* more  dignified.flaves  of  fafiiioo,  t6  celer 
bratethe  day  of  God  wrjh. cards  and  dice.  How 
blafphenjous  >a  found  is'  made  by  the'conpind^ion  of 
that  a\^ful  name  with  thofeihipLementsof  >¥ickedne% 
even  in  A  difcourfe  intended  to  lalhi,  that-'wickr 
ednefs!      ^ 

Play,  in  its « moft  favourahb  (enfe,  that  is,  when 

trifles  6tAj  dire  ftaked,'  is  of  all  atnufembnts,  the  moft 

K  k  2  fenfelefei 
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fcnfeleft;  and  never  called  to  the  relief  of  any,  but 
fuch  as  are  heartily  tired  of  one  another,  and  of  them-r 
felvcs.  Wholbever  therefore  fiiys  to  his  company,  let 
us  have  cards,  fays  in  plain  Englidi,  let  (bmething,  any 
thing,  be  done,  to  parry  the  extreme  ftupidiiy  of  your 
converfatton.  What  mean  they  who  complain,  that 
life  is  fliort,  and  yet  have  recourfe  to  a  paftime  that 
waftcs  and  cuts  ofFfo  great  a  (hare  of  it;  nay,  that, 
by  an  almoft  total  inaction,  exceedingly  impairs  the 
little  health,  on  which  life  fubfifts,  and,  for  the  time, 
degrades  the  rational  being,  the  Lord  of  this  world, 
into  a  meer  machine  for  (hufBing  and  flinging  paper  ? 
They  call  this,  killing  tirne.  Shocking  expredion !  Is 
it  poffible,  they  can  be  fo  grofly  ignorant,  as  not  to 
know,  that  he  who  kills  his  time,  murders  himfdf  ?  A.t 
v/hat  a  ftand  is  the  oeconomy  of  our  families,  and  the 
infinitely  more  important  oeconomy  of  our  minds  \  at 
how  dead  a  flop,  me  improvement  of  our  intelledtual 
powers ;  or  rather,  how  rapidly  backward  does  it  run^ 
while  we  are  at  play !  But  as  this  piddling  tends  ftrong-r 
ly  to  lead  us  into  an  habit  zpii  tafte  for  gaming,  pror 
perly  lb  called,  it  is  but  the  fchool  of  wickedncj6,  and 
the  bye  path  of  fools  to  vice  ;  for. 

Gaming,  that  is,  playing  for  confiderable  fums,  is 
^ickedndsy-if  there  is  aay  fuch  thing  as  wicKedneis, 
on  earth,  or  in  hell.  Avarice,  inijquity,  and  atheifm, 
are  the  very  principles,  on  which  it  is  built  ^  avarice, 
becaufe  the  gamefler  covets  the  property  of  anor 
ther,  and  plays  on  that  motive  alone ;  iniquity 
becaufit  he  covets  the  projKrty  of  another  withr 
out  the  kaft  intention  to.  give  him  value  for  it; 
and  atheifm,  becaufe  he-  pius  chance,  if  not  villainy, 
in  the  place  of  providence  and  honefl  induftry  i  for,  as 
an  opinion,  that  the  world  was  mad^  by  chance,  is  the 
atheifm  of  the  head,  fo  gaming,  which  is  a  wifh  that  it 
were  governed  by  chance,  is  die  atheifhi  of  the  heart. 
it  may  be  naturally  expedtod,  that  a  mind,  thus  prin-- 
cipled,  (hotddpifriue  its  fchem)5^  at  the  garning-t^bl^ 

by 
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by  fliarping  and  the  bafeft  arts^  and  (hould  lie  perpe- 
tually expofed  to  the  mod  outrageous  paffions,  to  oaths, 
blafpbemies,  quarrels,  and  murders.  Thefe  things, 
furdy,  make  gaining  a  vice  on  any  day  of  the  week. 

What  then  muft  it  be  on  the  Lord's  day  ?  Is  the 
pradlice  of  a  vice,  {o  monilrous  in  itfetf,  and  attended 
With  fuch  (hocking  efFefts,  a  proper  method  of  com- 
memorating the  goodnefs  of  God  in  giving  us  being,* 
and  every  means  of  making  that  being  happy  ?  Is  he 
in  a  way  to  improve  his  mind,  and  (b  to  enfure  the 
favour  of  God,  who,  in  the  eager  purfuit  of  ill-gotten 
inoney,  purpofely  keeps  God,  religion,  his.fbul,  eter-* 
nity,  out  of  fight,  at  the  very  time  appointed  for  a 
clofe  attention  to  them  all,  purpofely,  I  repeat  it,  that 
his  impous  amufement  may  help  him  to  fence  againfl 
the  intrufions  of  the  day  upon  his  ulceiated  con- 
fcience  ? 

I  know  nothing  (b  fitted  td  give  us  a  dreadful  idea 
of  the  times  we  live  in,  as  the  elaborate  apologies  we 
hear  every  where  made  for  gaming  on  the  Lord's  day. 
One  or  two  I  b^  leave  to  take  notice  of. 

'  Other  nations,  as  good  as  we,  they  tell  us,  think 
*  it  neither  fin  nor  (hame,  to  game  on  Sundays.'  As 
good  as  we !  If  they  are  not  a  great  deal  better,  their 
cuftoms  have  no  right  to  become  pecedents.  Other 
nations  worihip  falfe  gods,  even  tne  devil,  and  prac^ 
tife,  every  day^  all  manner  of  wickednefs.  Is  this  a 
reafon  why  we  may  do  the  fame  ?  Is  every  cuftom 
right,  and  fit  for  our  imitation,  that  obtains  in  foreign 
countries  f  All  our  vanity  and  luxury,  imported  by  an 
equally  foolifh,  flagitious,  and  ruinous  imitation  of 
foreigners,  are  here  juftified  by  thefe  apologifts  for 
gaming,  on  the  lame  footii^  with  their  own  mvourite 
vi^e  i  and  well  indeed  they  may,  if  that  can  be  de- 
fended, from  which  alone  the  exorbitant  expence  of 
thofe  fafliionable  vices  can  hope  to  be  fupplied  with 
fpeed,  proportionable  to  their  impatience.  But  is 
faftiion  to  found  itfelf  only  on  borrowed  cuftonfis  ? 
K  k  3  How 
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How  "mean,  to  be  wicked  me^rly  at  fetond  hand  f 
Or  is  fafliiop,  howfoeVer  founded,  abfolutely  to  go- 
Vern  ihofe  who  are  forbidcien,  tfy  tM  firft  rule  of  acti- 
on, tpfe  conformed  to  this  world.  But,  too  much  of 
this-  .    . 

Anotl|er  plea  for^gamirig  on  fundays  is  couched  un- 
•dcr  a  p^fetended  regard  for  the  day.     *  Sunday,  fay 

*  fopic,  ifi  a  time  intended  for  relaxation  and  rejoicings 
'  which  ar^  Irijpr^fticable,  without  ifome  araufeinents  5 
^  ^nd  car^s  and  dice  are  as  innocent  amuTements,  as 
.^aQy'that  can  betail  efpecially  if  we  entertain  our- 

*  felvcs  with  themin  (o  private  a  manner,  as  neither  to 

*  tempt  nor  offend  the  weaker  part  of  mankind  by  the 

*  notoriety  jof  the  praAlce.    Befide^i.  gaming,  add 

*  t^ey,  i^,  in  an, evening;  the  only  prefei-vativc,  wc 

*  know  of,  againft  liard  drinking. 
'Tbp.;fabbath,   it  is.  pue,  is  a-  day  of  relaxation 

for  the  body,  but  nat/of  loofenefe  and  licentiouf- 
nefs  for.  the  mind,  which  is  authorized  to  rejoice 
on  this  day  indeed,  but  not  profanely,  not  wick- 
edly, we  may  be  bold  jto  fay.  ,This  amufunent 
is  both, wicked  In  Itfelf  anii  horribly  proftrie,  whea 
praftifed  on  the  Lord's,  ddy.  Fine  anuitemcnt,  no 
doubt,  which  tends,,  t)^'  a  wild  wafte  of  time  and 
thought,  to  an  utter  driiipation'  of  confcience  and 
fortune!  Fme  amufement,  enjoyed  by  one  part  of 
the  company  in  plu.\cier,  no  fefe  iniquitous,  than 
that  of  roobcry,  (be'ioJci ' the  innocence!)  and  fuf- 
fered  by  the  otlier  in  the  midft  of  diftraftion  and 
torture,  too  dreadful  for  the  malice  of  an  enern\% 
who  curfes  in  the  brtrerneis  of  his  foul ;  behold 
ihie  amufemci)t ! 

.  But  If  garriing  on  the  fabbath  -is  really  an  in- 
iiocent  amuiement,  and  fo  wcl(  fittea.!to'  the  feflival 
intention  of  the  day^  Vv'hyJs,it,nQt.as.7^^^  to  the 
placQ  of  devotion,  tod  ?*  y/fij^  do  you  not  carry  the 
gamifljg^  table  in ;p  the  chur^l^  where  tfierer.is.  likeJy 
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fp  be,  room  enoUj^h  m*  i:  little'  time  ?  Yoii  ftart> 
as  if  I  had  talked  of  letting  up  an  altar  to  the 
tirince  of  darknefs  in'  the,  houfe  of  God.  But  why 
IS  the  place  of  tfeidV  wbtlhijf,  which  you  only 
have  appointed,  lielci' fo  mucH  more  facred,  than 
tiie  time,  which  He;  hath  appointed  by  an  exprefe' 
corrtrriahdmcnt  ?  A  venet^tibn  for  the  one  is  not! 
more  fiiperttitioils;  thdn'  for  ,the  other  j  at  lead  you 
Have  no  colour  of  right  to  tliink  it  is,  ahd  your  pdf- 
terity,  refining  ftill  further  on  youi;  own  plan,  or  ra- 
tli^r  ej^ahiple,  will/ \vith  ak  much  reafon,  game  ia 
cHu'rcH,  as  you  now  do  on  funday.  As  to  the  privacy,. 
Wherewith' you  piirpbfe  to  CoVer  this  pra<ftice,  it  is^tiit 
a  fli'mley  pretence.  You  know  very  well/  that  nothing 
done  by  ^erfons  of  ybur  eminence,  can  bfe  concealed. 
Your  fervarits  know  and  publifll  every  thing  you  do, 
your  very  crimes,  as  precedents  for  viilgar  imitation. 
Nay,  youyourfelves  art  apt' to  vaunt  on  other  occa-, 
fibns,  what',  on  thisyoil  fo  [ioorly  excufe.     Tlie  laft* 

Sah  of  your  apology  for  garriing  on  this  or  any  other 


but  wickedriefs,  and;kno\V  riot  how  to  parry  pne  vicei, 
which  they  do  riot  like,  biit  with  another,  which  they 

should  the '  conim^ii*  people,' and'  the  poor'er' fort,^ 
fall  generally  into  thi^  pradlice  of.gkming,  efpecially* 
on  fundays^  wllich  give  therii  leirui-e,  what'  opportu- 
nity will  be  left  therii  for  encjulry  after  religion  ?j 
Will  not  uriiverfal  ignorance  be  the  cdnfequence  ?  And 
will  not  univerfalwidiednefsbe  the  effed  of  that  ig- 
norance j'Jf  the  ^.  great  oriesj  (I  aft,  becaufe  two  or 
ijliree  fiicli,/botH  in  .enrihence  and  wickednefs,  there 
poffibly  mkv  be  here.) .  If  the  great  ones,  I  fay,  fet 
the  pfofane  exa'mple,  v^'ill  not  tne  little  ones  follow  ? 
I^  is  always  their  reigning  ambition  to  ape  the  great 
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as  far  as  they  c^n  ^  and.  they  can  more  eafily  ape 
thofe  above  them  in  this,  than  in  their  vices  of  higher 
gout.     And  what  care  we,  you  will  fay,  whether  they 
imitate  us,  or  not?  Stupid!  (lupid  b  perfection !  You 
have  not,  it  feems,  confidered,  what  lort  of  tenants 

'  or  fervants  a  race  of  fundaygam'efters  will  make ;  nor 
how  little  is  to  be  got  by  lording  it  over  a  footman,  as 
genteel,  or  fleecing  a  tenant,  as  necefTitous  as  yoar- 
ielves,  with  minds  as  ill-principled,  as  defperate,  as 
your  own,  and  ten  times  bolder. 

It  is  with  a  fliudder,  but  mixed  with  a  fort  of  in- 
dignant pleafure,  that  I  forefee  the  challifement  you 
are  preparing  for  yoiirfelves,  by  this  enormous  vice, 
in  the  (hoals  of  highwaymen,  footpads,  and  cut- 
throats, which  it  will  infallibly  produce  among  your 
dependents.  Confidering  the. prodigious  propenfity  in 
the  lower  ranks  of  mankind  to  imitate  the  upper  (and 
all  are  upper  who  are  richer)  it  were  really  much  to 
be  wilhed,  that  ihe  great,  when  refolved  to  be  wick- 
ed, would  be  grfeatly  wicked,  I  mean,  would  find 
but  fome  new  extraordinary  fpecics  of  fin,  wherein 
the  fink  of  mankind  could  not  fb  eafily  participate 
with  them.  People  of  diftiniflion,  who  cannot  other- 
wife  be  fufficiently  fingular,  might  fiirely  diftingnifli  . 
themfelves  by  their  vices,  and  not  leave  it  to  every  in- 
ferior fellow,  to  be  as  bold  with  heaven  for  fiarthmgs> 
as  they  for  guineas;  to  Hiarp,  fwear,  and  profiuie 
the  Lord's  day,  as  faft  as  their  betters.  Pity !  that 
there  is  but  one  real  diftin6tion  among  mankind,  that 
is  between  the  good  and  the  bad.  Pity !  that  vice  is 
become  a  leveller,  as  well  as  virtue.  Had  the  mean- 
.efl  of  the  people  been  in  power,  juft  nine  and  fifty 

■'  (eflions  ago,  and  trained  to  gaming,  particularly  on 
fundays,  tney  could,  with  as  good  a  grace,  as  the  beit 
among  us,  have  bought  and  fold  one  another,  and 
played  away  the  natipn.     To  the  orator  oil  the  ladder. 
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who,  with  more  pathos,  than  a  Tillotfbn  or  a  Seeker, 
holds  forth  on  the  vices  of  fabbath  breaking  and  gam- 
ing, fhould  this  whole  groupeof  beings,  whether  in 
(ilk  or  drugget,  whether  in  coaches  or  behind  them, 
be  remitted  both  for  precept  and  example, 

Thefe  tart  refledlions  on  thofe  who.  openly,  athe- 
iflicaUy  profane  the  day  of  God  by  a'  vice  which  no 
words  can  fcourge  with  fufficient  (harpnefs,  are  not 
mainly  intended  for  their  reformation,  who  feldom 
come  hither,  and  when  they  do,  come  only  to  con- 
temn what  they  hear  j  but  for  your  ufe,  who  begin  to 
aft,  though  not  yet  to  think,  as  they  do ;  who  have 
fbme  refpedt  for  religion,  but  more  for  fafiiion ;  who 
fear  God  over  your  prayer-book  in  the  morning,  and 
infult  him  over  your  cards  in  the  evening,  of  this  day, 
who  run  upward  or  downward,  with  the  tide  on  which 
you  fee  the  dignified  mob  afloat.  It  is  as  uncomfort- 
able, as  it  is  awkward,  to  halt  between  two  opini- 
ons; but  infinitely  more  fo  to  attempt  a  journey 
in  two  contrary  diredtions  at  once  Zou  cannot 
fervc  God  and  Mammon,  You  cannot  ferve  the  mafter 
who  prefides  in  this  place,  and  him  who  governs 
at  the^  card-table,  efpecially  in.  one  dayi  and  that 
^appropriated  folely  to  the  former.  .  If  the  Lord  is 
Gody  is  your  God,  ferve  bim.  .  Give  him  not  one 
half  of  an  heart,  which  he  made  wholly  for  rea- 
fon,  religion,  and  himfelf.  FoUow  not  after  a  mul- 
titude  to  do  evily  when  you  fee,  how  much  beyond 
the  prefent  ftretch  of  your  confciences,  they  car- 
ry that  evil;  and  confider,  how  probable  it  is, 
that  you  yourfelves,  abandoned  by  the  grace  of 
God  for  nibbling  at  an  offence  fo  provoking,  may  foon 
have  as  wide  a  fwallow  for  ij,  as  they.  The  dif- 
countenance,  given  to  this  enormity  by  his  majef- 
ty's  example  and  proclamation,  hath,  for  your  en- 
couragement,   madd  it  now  as  unfafhionable,  as  it 

was 
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was  alw^y's'  wicked!  Yoii  ^>e  liot  of  th^t  dais" 
yet,'  M^hb.  coiitemn  tht  falhion,  oiily  When  Gcxl 
Imd  the  kifig  are  itthcheddoF  it.  If  yoii  do  not 
refblVd  *id  vow  agatnfl:  thisf  enormity,  now  thkt'  in 
the  houfe  of  G(A  you  4x6  called'  upon  fo  to  do, 
h^vv  (Kjiir  yoil  dAre  agjlin'  to  tread  bis  conrts^  and 
eiiter  into  Tiife  prefciici  ?  Rnbw  you  not,  that  he  who 
fceepSs  the  fourth  comtpandtnent,  as  it  ou^ht  to  be 
kept,  (fets  hinijfelf  in  the  faireft  way  td  kee^  all  the 
olhe^  liihe ;  And  that'  the  tranfgreflbr  of  this  is  guilty 
of  the  vfMe  Idib,  inafmueh  as  he  offeiids  agafnli 
the  aifthofity  of  thb  Law-givef,  who  impofei'  the 
whole? 

KemembiiT'V  I  belfeech  you,  that  the  ^ovidfence 
of  Gcxlhath  riot  raifed  you  to  riches  and  diltinfti- 
on,*  but  for  'the  gracious  purpofes  of  doing  honbur 
to  him  ahd  his  religion ;-  of  leading  Ris  lower  and 
poorer'  people,  by  good  examples,  iii. the  path  of 
piety  and'  virtue ;  arid  of  relieving  tHeir  necdfities, 
as  oftten^  a!s  fkkriefs  and  difafters  put  it  out  of 
theii-  power  to  fiipix)rt  themfelves  and  their  unha|V 
py  families:  Remelhfiber,  that  you  are  kept  up  in' 
affltrenbe  by  their  labour,  and'  the  bounty  of  Al 
itri^hty  Odd;  and  that  to  riot  over  their  heads^ 
aria  aflYont  him  with  the  fruits  of  theii:  labour  and^ 
of  his'  botjnty,'  at  the'  gatiiing-table,  arid  on  his 
d^y,'  \^  i'  cond\i6tv  that  miift  be  feverely  account- 
ed for  before  the  conimon  benefadlor  and  judge 
of  you  both:  Remember,'  thkt*  your  faces  never 
fWeat^  fot  one  morfd  of  bread;  that  God  in  ref- 
peft'  to  rieff,  eaf^  alid'pleafure,  hath  given  you  every 
day  of  }tiur  Uve^  for  a  fabbath,  and  exempted' 
yotr  alorle,from  the  original  curfe  df  labour,  that 
evdry*  dky  of  ydttr  lives  ought  therefore  to  be 
gtateftilly  confeq-ated  to  him  as  a  day  of  thankP- 
gtving  and  good'  \*otks  •*  and'  that  inftcad  of'  this, 

to 
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to  defecrate  your  days  of  bilfiAdfs  by  making  folly 
and  fin  dmbft  your  only  buflnefii,  and  to  encroach 
v^ith  the  vices  of  youf  other  days,  on  tfeatwhicli 
God  h^th  referved  to  hitafelf,  iS  cTiredlly  to  infult 
hhn  with  a  total  difappointhient'  of  all  his  graci- 
ous purpofes,  and  an  littef  pIsrVerfiph  of  all  the 
goodnefs  h6  intended  you,  and  the  f efl;  oi  mankind, 
through  you.  fc  it  poflible,  that  pi5t}),  which 
brought  you  this  day  td  the  ho'ufe  of  Goq;  (hbuld . 
fuffer  you  to  continue  in  pra^fticerf,  fo  wholly  re- 
pugnant to  youf  prih'ciples^  to  your  good  fenfe, 
and  to  all  the  impbrttnt  encfs  6f  the  fplemhity? 
No  i  furely  it  is  not,    canftof  b^  pbflibTe.      * . 

Keeping  the  fabbath,  agreeably  to  the  ends  of 
its  inftitmion,  is,  \  think,  to  a  good  fniqd^  or 
one  that  wifhcs  to  be  gt)6d,  .^ttdrided  with  f«ch 
comfort  and  fatisfadlion,  aS  no  oiheY  exercife  of 
its  powers  in  this  fifd  can  poflifely  fcrihg  along 
with  it. 

The  acquifidon  of  knowledge  is,  in  itiltlf,.  ex- 
ceedingly pleafant  to  an  inqUifitive  nature.  "But 
the  knowledge  of  things,  fo  furpfifin^,,  foaffedl- 
ing,  fo  exalted;  knowledge,  fd  perfedive  of  our 
nature  dnd  h^ippinefs,  without  which  we  can  nei- 
ther be  good  nor  happy;  without  which  we  muft 
be  deipicable  and  miferable  beings  for  ever,  fs  ah 
attainment,  infinitely  exceeding  all  others,  in'  the 
benefit,  the  honour,  the  joy,  it  is  caf»ble,  on 
this  day,  if  kept  holy,  of  conimunicating.  Hadi 
God  appointed  a  day,  whereon  he  pUrppfes  to  af- 
femble  us;  in  order  himfelf  to  teacli  uk,  by  his 
own  words,  how  to  liv6  for  ever,  for  evfcr  Happy!? 
How  fhould  we  long  for  that  day!  How  pntuqly, 
how  (Iridlly  fabbatical,  without  a  cbminahd^  fKould 
we  ourfelves  make  it,  that  our  wjiole  attention 
might  be  riveted  to  his  inftVuftiohs !  Were  God;*  on 
this  his  day,  and  at  this  his  houfe,  to  prcfent  us  with 

a  charter 
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a  charter  of  ineftimable  privileges,  and  honor--' 
ary  titles,  tc^ther,  with  the  grant  of  an  in)men& 
eftate  in  fee,  conveyed  to  us  in  the  fanie  deed^ 
how  fliould  we  haflen  to  receive,  it!.  How  liiten 
to  its  contents !  How  labour  to  underfland  and  re- 
member, on  what  terms  of  fuit  and  fervicc  we  are 
to  hold  it!  Behold!  this  is  the  day,  this  is  the 
houfe,  and  there  is  the  charter  !  wherein  the  glo- 
rious privileges  of  the  Sons  of  God^  the  titles  of 
king  and  prieft^  with  an  empire,  wider  than  the 
world,  and  endlefs  as  eternity,  are  contained  and 
offered !  Who  then  can  ftay  away  ?  or,  being  pre- 
fent  in  perlbn,  can  be  abfent  in  thought? 

Did  we  conceive  burfelves  to  be  invited  at  this 
time  not  only  to  knowledge  fo  neceflary  and  de- 
lightful, and  to  a  grant  fo  ineftimable,  but  alio 
to  exercifes,  infinitely  exceeding  all  our  fenfuacf 
pleafures,  in  a  flow  of  joy,  pure,  trianfporting,  kfl- 
ingi  were  we  invited  to  the  contemplation  of  our- 
fclves,  and  of  this  our  own  proper  world,  as  the  works 
of  a  being  infinitely  beneficent  to  us  ;  were  we 
invited  to  a  clofe  confideration  of  this  being,  la- 
bouring, fufFering,  dying,  to  favc  us  from  mife*- 
lies,  too  horrible,  and  to  bring  us  to  joys,  too 
raviOiing,  too  glorious  for  human  imagination  to 
conceive  i  were  we  invited,  at  thofe  times  to  a 
near  and  intimate  enjoyment  of  that  being  in  ac- 
cumulated bleffings  from  him,  and  reiterated  adls 
of  gratimde  and  love  from  us ;  were  we  dcfired 
to  bring  our  children  and  dependents  with  us  in- 
to '  his  prefcnce,  in  order  to  hear  him  fpeaking, 
and  to  fpeak  our  wants  and  praifes  to  him  -,  and 
were  his  company  at  our  own  dwellings  engaged 
to  us  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  to  be  length- 
ened out  ill  corrimunications,  fo  infinitely  honor- 
ary,   lb    full  of  joy ;    how  (hould  we    pafs    that 

day 
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day !  Cojald  we  give  it  to  worldly  bufinefs  f 
Could  we  yawn  it  away  in  fleep  and  drowlincfs? 
Could  we  proilitute  it  to  defpicable  amufements, 
to  filly  converfation,  to  cards  or  dice?  Whence, 
then,  in  the  name  of  wonder  !  (he  unnatural,  but 
general  difrelifti  to  a  party  of  pleafure  with  God 
and  the  whole  court  of  heaven!  Is  it  becaufe  we 
are  comnaanded  to  enjoy !  that  we  cannot  enjoy, 
that  we  even  loath! 

But,  if  thpough  the  miferable  weaknefs  of  our 
nature,  not  long  able  to  keep  up  its  tafte  for  the 
moft  refined  and  delightful  kind  of  pleafures,  our 
minds  ihould  bejgin  to  lofe  their  fpring,  and  to 
flag  into  devotional  dulnefs  %  there  are  a  variety 
of  amufonents,  b  equally  well  fuited  to  the  fo- 
lenlnity  of  the  day,  and  the  refreflimcnt  of  our 
piety,  that  I  cannot  do  better^  that  juft  to  hint 
a  few  of  them  to  you. 

Warm  and  afTeding  converfations  on  the  good- 
nefs  of  God,  heightened  by  others,  ^  expreffing  a 
deep  fenfe  of  oui*  own  unworthinefs,  and  ending 
in  mutual  exhortations  to  greater  love,  and  better 
iervices,  for  the  future,  like  fruit  after  a  plentiftil 
meal,  would  add  confederacy,  both  to  our  digef* 
tion  and  pleafure. 

Clofe  refearches  after  religious  truth,  coolly,  and 
ckhdidly  managed  in  difpaffionate  conferefices  on 
the  important,  but  controverted  points  of  religion, 
afford  at  once  an  high  degree  of  entertainment, 
and  a  prodigious  accellion  of  ftrength  to  the  rati- 
onal  powers,  exercifed  thereby,  as  wreftlingdoes  to 
ihofe  of  a  body,  nourilhed  with  whole^me  food. 
As  the  prejudices  of  the  proud  are  riveted  by 
their  difputes,  which  differ  but  little  from  fcufHes, 
Md  end  in  nothing,  but  defeats  or  triumphs ;  {9, 
/oa  the  contrary,  the  errors  of  the  humble  are  dif- 

perfed» 
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peifed,  and  truth,  with  a  very  fen.fi  ble  pejc^ion 
of  pl^ure,  are  tbc  iflut  of  thofe  mental  eiphmces, 
.wherewith  the  candid  ^ngjige  in  all  thieir  argumenta- 
.lions. 

T^e  perufal  of  books  on  all  fprts  of  religious  fub- 
jeds,  particularly  fuqh  as  ha^ve  bepn  written  by  men 
of  true  piety  aud*.  genius,  wherewith  our  l^guag^e 
^bpupd^  above  all  others,  and  vi^herein  a  force  o^ 
realbning,  a  fund  of  learning,  ai>d  of  f^KU-ed  wit,  to- 
gether with  iaoiples  of  oratory,  not  exceeded,  /carce- 
iy  indeed  equalled,  by  the  writers  of  otlier  countriesi 
\yilJ  amufe  as  faft,  aj^d  a^  pleQtifqlly,  as  they  inr 
ftruft.  *'  . 

From  thefe,  the  trjjn/iuon  will  be  eafy,  wiij^  men 
of  education,  to  fuqh  as  contain  iotelligiWe  jfyil^ms  of 
aftronomy,  and  namral  hiftory,  or .  ppij)t  out  the  me- 
xhod  cf  jnaking  ej^perinnientg.  To  dive,  by  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  microfcope,  into  ^be  minute,  but  cxt 
quifiie  works  of  God,  .to  fift  the  light  by  the  k^p  of 
n  priftn,  ?uttd  tp  expatififip,  .^fter  the  hand  of  cr^ii^ 
wjfiopi  aayl  powei',  thro'  its  imn^enfe  performance 
in  the  ftarry  heavj^qa,  is  au  eipploymtflt,  ihgpnajiv^r 
blydcliglntful,  and  furely  nauch.batfier  fitted  for  U?^ 
day  of  God,,  .than  mj^king  e^perigi^ts  with  dice,  and 
ftudying  the  efFedts  of  chance,  that  jSod  of  a^her 

.  With  thoughts,  eA^r^pd,  and  raUed  fiboye  thi$ 
^world,  by  iuch  cpntemplation^,.  a^d  with  .hearts  melt- 
ing in  a- feely  feufe  of  iGjod's  infiftije  bpunty  tpyou, 
lo^'  o<it  cfor  y9ur  S^ljowrcrc^ture,  >¥Im)  ftiycxs  fqr 
.waot.Qf  cIoathtng,:'..>vtip  langviflies  oa  jsiuck  bed,  Who 
hears  the  crie$  of  U^  ftarvfng.cbilclr^n,  in  the  ittidft 
of  a  total  inability  to  r.^ieye  th?m,  or.  w|iQ  pines  in  a 
loathfome  dungeon;  IbaJt  iix  from  that  (uij*  ^hat  %bti 
jjiat  air,  thofe  inDiva:iemWe  blefl\ng$  and  .beauties  of 
nature,  whkrh  court,you,  on  all  fide$  to  a  variety  of 
pleafures ;    and  bring  the  neceflary  fupply,  that  a 

coarfc 
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coarfe  coat,  and  a  morfel  of  wlioldbme  bread,  may 
enable  ium  too  to  make  this  afeftival,  that  is,  'to  re* 
joice,  andJbleis  God;  and  that  your  charity  rebound- 
ing .to  yonr  own  breaft,lrnay  turn  the  (abbath  into  a 
jubilee  thfere.  .  •    '  . 

.  If  after  cxercifcs  of  this  fort,  each  family  ftoqld 
devoutly  join  in  player,  and  where  proper  voices  arid 
inftruknents  are  not  waniting,..llK>ukt  cotidude*  the  fef- 
tival  witih  am  )hy(nn  to  the'  gl^ry  .of  the;  gjreai  ten^fac- 
tor;  hew,  can  we  imagine  a  day  more 'happily  fpcnt  ? 
Gin  fmall  or  trifling  amufemems  fill  u^  the  vacuity  'in 
minds  ai>d.hearts,  where  God  and  ail  his  works,  and  aH 
his  mercies,  a^d  all  our  gcati^de,  migfit  Jti^ve  found 
room?  "  ^     " 

Confider,  (I  fpeak  to  you  who  are  raifed  above 
others  in  this  world)  confider  the  dignity  of  your  own 
nature,  and  the  grandeur  of  thofe  plcafures  you  arc 
rendered  capable  of,  and  this  day  invited  to ;  and  dif- 
dain  the  very  thoughts  of  fuch,  as  fink  you  into  little- 
nefs  and  bafenefs  of  foul.  Confider  that  crowd  of  your 
poor  fellow-creatures,  who  are  governed  more  by  your 
example  than  by  all  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  Con- 
fider your  own  fouls,  which  cannot  be  happy,  if  you 
lead  theirs  through  wickednefe  to  mifery;  and  for  the 
fake  of  both ;  for  the  fake  of  God  the  Father,  who 
gave  you  being ;  of  God  the  Son,  who  died  to  fave 
you;  of  God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who,  I  truft,  is  now 
affiiliitg  you  with  his  grace ;  confider  carefully  what 
hath  been  faid  to  you  on  this  fubjedt. 

Confider  it,  you  alfo,  whofe  narrow  circumflances 
allow  you  hardly  any  other  leifure,  but  on  the  Lord's 
day,  to  learn  that  religion,  without  which  you  cannot 
poffibly  be  faved  from  vice,  infamy,  and  mifery,  in 
both  worlds.  Obey  not  an  earthly  mafter  in  an  adi  of 
rebellion  againft  the  mailer  and  king  of  all.  Follow 
not  an  earthly  mafter,  whom  you  fee  plunging  head- 
long into  deftruftion,   both  of  foul  and  body,    by 

pradlices, 
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practices,  on  the  Lord's  day,  too  full  of  guilt  to  need 
the  additional  provocation  of  profanenefs.  Obey  God 
rather,  in  remembring  the  (abbath-day  to  keep  it  holy. 
Follow  after  Chrift,  who,  although  Lord  of  the  fiib- 
bath,  fubmitted  to  the  ccxnmandment,  and  kept  the 
day  holy  in  a£ts  of  piety,  devotion,  and  charity. 
The  fitbbath  was  made  for  you,  that  you  might 
know  the  true  religion,  and  enjoy  God.  Infift  oo 
your  privilege ;  and  may  that  God  give  you  under- 
ftanding  in  aU  thin^,  particularly  in  tlus,  for  the 
&ke  of  Chiift  Jefus,  our  Redeemer,  to  whom  in  the 
unity  of  the  ever  holy  and  gbrious  Trinity,  be  ail 
might,  majefty,  dignity,  and  dominion,  now,  and  for 
evermore.    Amen. 


D  IS- 


A  free  and  open  Expojiulation  mtb  the 
DiffenUrs, 


DISCOURSE  X3CVL 


The  Church  of  Chriil  can  have  but 
one   Mind 


I  CoRIVTH.  i.    lO. 

NdfVf  I  bcjctcb  ywiy  Inthrin^  ty  tie  nam  rf  our  Lard 
Je/uj  drifts  thai  ye  ^Ujpeak  the  Jam  things  and  thai 
ibere  be  no  ^vifions  among  you ;  hut  that  ye  beperfeOly 
joined  together  in  the  fame  mind^  and  in  the  fame judg-^ 
ment. 

TH  £  ApoiUe  tajccs  pccafipn  thus  earneftly  to 
preis  the  Corinthiaos  to  uniformity  both  of  fen^* 
timeat  and  ipeecb,  becaufe  he  had  been  toidj  there 
were  contentions  ammg  them^  the  coovens  of  Paul,  of 
ApoUoSy  and  of  Cephas,  having  fplit  into  fo  many 
feds,  as  they  had  teachers,  and  diftinguilhed  them- 
VoL.IV.  LI  felves 
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felvcs,  in  an  invidious  manner  from  one  another, 
by  the  names  of  thofe  teachers,  as  if  each  had  profeP- 
fed  a  feparate  religion ;  whereas  they  had  Irut  one 
fasfbj  and  one  bapti/my  which  could  be  no  nx>re  di- 
vided, th^n  Chrift,'the  autbor  andfimjber  of  that  fd^. 
He  conjures  therti,  by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Cbrijl^  to  lay  afide  thefe  (bhifinatical  diftindtions, 
thefe  foolifti  divifions,  that  being  joined  perfeQly  toge- 
ther in  tbefame  mind  and  judgment^  tbey  migbt  idl/peak 
the  fame  thing. 

/h,  modern  Libertine  would  arraign  die  purport 
of  *this  exhortation  as  unreafonable,  and  infill,  that 
fo  many  men  could  not  be  of  one  mind,  and  therefore 
ought  not  to  fpeak  the  fame  thing. 

Nay,  fome  of  our  prefent  fedaries,  altho'  they 
differ  in  many  |4ain  pomts  with  one  another,  and  in 
this  of  uniformity,  with  the  Church  and  the  fcrip- 
tures ;  yet  find  the '  way  to  agree  with  the  Libertines 
in  their  principle,  that  uniformity  of  fentiment,  as 
to  religious  matters,  is  impoflible.  But  common 
fenfe  and  experience  voxich  for  the  Scriptures  in  the 
« point  before  us,  and  (hew  that  multitudes  of  men, 
not  only  may,  and  do,  agree  about  thii^  that  are 
plain,  but  that  they  can  hardly  differ  in  reladon  to 
fuch.  No  Churcn  nor  fociety  of  Chriflians  could 
jever  be  formed,  were  it  not  pdfible.  for  men  to 
agree  in  fome  religious  principles ;  nor  could  fudi 
focieties  be  governed,  if  their  refpeftive  members 
did  not  think  it  their  duty  peaceably  to  yield  obe- 
dience to  their  governors  whom  they  take  to  be 
properly  authorifed,  even  in  cafes  where  the  gover- 
nors, and  governed,  differ  in  judgment,  provided 
the  latter  do  not  underftand  the  matters,  about 
which  they  differ  in  opnion  with  their  rulers, 
to  be  cffentially  or  unalterably  ruled  by  fcripture 
againft  the  mind  of  thofe  rulers. 

As 
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As  on  the  one  hand,  all  chriftian  liberty,  all  inge- 
nuous enquiry,  and  all  edificatitoi  and  improvement, 
in  religious  knowledge^  muft  be  given  up,  if  the 
rulers  of  the    Church    may    arbitrarily    prefcribe 
the  principles  and  pradices  of  their  fubjedts,  tho* 
ever  fo  repugnant  to  fcriptiure  and  reaibn:  fo  on 
the  other,  all  order,  all  conununioa,  all  peace,  all 
ecclefiiftical    fociety  and  government,    muft  ceafe 
at  once,  if  the  opinions  of  private   men,  are  not 
fubmitted  to   the  judgments,    and  their  obedience 
paid  td  the  authority,  of  church   governors  duly 
empowered,  in  all  things  not  unalterably  prefcribed 
by  Holy  Scripture  and  reafon;  becaufe  there  can 
be  no  adminiftration  even  of  the  things  fo  pre- 
fcribedi    unlefe    the  circumftances  and  manner  of 
admihiftring    them,   which    the    fcriptures    ufually 
leave    unlimited^   be   fubmitted  to    the  governors 
of  the  church.     The  Scriptures,  for  inftance,  no 
where  prefcribe  the  pofture   in  which   the  Sacra^ 
ment  bt  the  Lord's  luppcr  is  to  be  received.    In 
one  national  church    therefore  the  governors  may 
order  it    to  be  taken  ftanding;    and   in    another 
fitting.      But   if  in    a   third   they  (hall  judge  a 
more  devout  and  humble  pofture  fitter,  why  (hall 
they    ndt    be    obeyed?    whofc    liberty    does  this 
abridge  ?   or  how  can  any  man  of  fenfc  and  tem- 
per fay,  the  governors  of  the  church  Uike  too  much 
upon  tbm^  in  ordering  one  pofture  for  the  fake  of 
uniformity ;  and  that  the  humbleft  pofture,  for  the 
fake   of    devotion.^     To    quarrel    with    authority, 
when  fo  modeftly,   fo  devoutly,  fo  rationally,  ex- 
crcifcd,  as  in  inftances  like  this,  is,  in  eflfea,  to 
difclaim  all  authority,  and.  to  aft  the  part   of  a 
child,  equally  foolifti  and  froward.    If  ecclcfiaftical 
rulers  may  be  difobeyed  in  things  of  this  nature, 
and  the  peace  of  national  churches    difturbed  on 
L 1  2  difference 
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difienence  of  opinion  afcout  moers  wherein  the  ial- 
vition  of  maakand  is  b  remptely  or  lb  minutely 
conoerned,  fiirewell  to  xcligiQUs  order  and  gavem^ 
inent;  fareweU  to  chriftian  cbarity.  Sitppofe  in 
this  inftiuKe,  which  may  ferve  for  all  ocfacrs  of  the 
like  kipd,  the  pernors  of  the  Church  had  gone 
too  fiur  in  making  this  circwnftance  neceflSuy  to 
conEinuioiony  akfao'  the  fbripturcs  have  not  made 
it  neoefllkry,  who  is  oaoft  to  blame?  the  gover- 
nors for  kapo&OR  a  poftiire  in  itfelf  kuUrcrent, 
or  rather  by  cuftcm  confecrattBd  to  adks  of  devo- 
tion ?  or  the  diffimting  momber^t  who  break  com- 
munion  and  opppfe  'die  naciwal  church  under 
which  they  live,  for  a  matter  of  no  confequence 
at  aU  to  the  conioence  of  any  man  ?  Let  reafian, 
kt  love  and  dmrity  fped^  Is  a  <hrifiiau  to  bty  a 
greater  ftre&  on  fnch  trifles,  than  on  the  peace  of 
the  church,  and  that  untformity  fo  preffingly  re- 
coav^efided  in  my  text,  while  he  owns  he  is  anffaodt 
radier  by  an  averfion  to  the  injujaftioo,  than  to 
the  diing  enjobed,  as  if  the  prerogative  of  onr 
fpiritual  governors,  couki  oofy  ferve  to  deiecrate 
what  it  endeavours  to  rooommend,  and  by  BUthoriiii»» 
turn  thofe  diings  into  iinful  which  it  found  iiuw- 
ferent.  This  is  to  pervert  the  very  nature  <£  tlung^ 
inafinudi  as  it  is  the  property  of  power,  whether 
civil  or  ecclefiaftical,  to  give  a  faiM5tion  to  what- 
ibever  it  enjoins,  provided  90  law  of  God  lorbids 
it.  If  diis  is  a  ipirit  of  liberty,  ud  is  to  be  re- 
commended to  the  nation,  as  weU  m  the  church, 
fure  i  am  it  can  no  where  fubfilt,  «t  leaCk  no 
where  have  free  operatbn,  but  in  |t  ibite  of  ab- 
folute  anarchy;  and  of  coude,  liberty  and  ibdety 
muft  be  incompattfak. 

If  in  any   church  the  governors  have  appointed 
no  ufages    that   are  fuperftitious  or   wicked^    and 

but 
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but  a  very  moderate  nuoaber  even  of  fuch^  as  the 
taoty  the  place,  and  other  circumftances  have  re- 
commended as  fit  and  expedient ;  if  they  have  like- 
wife  provided,  that  every  member  of  the  church 
wherein  they  are  entrufied^  may  ealily  have  all, 
things^  made  neceflary  to  his  ialvation  by  the 
word  of  Gad,  and  be  tied  to  nothing  forbidden  by 
that  word ;  he  can  never  excafe  his  reparation  from^ 
it,  becaufe  whatibever  elfe  he  may  diflike  cannot  be 
of  confequence  enough  to  juftify  a  divifion  \  nor  can 
be  have  in  this  any  more  right,  than  in  refpedt 
to  the  kws  of  the  landy  to  prefer  his  own  pri-p 
vate  judgment  to  that  of  his  rulers.  Now  who- 
mever coolly  and  candidly  examines  the  eilabliih- 
ed  church  of  this  kingdom  by  thefe  rules,  will 
6nd  it  l>  conformable  to  them  in  ail  refoedts, 
as  to  leave  litttle  or  no  Ihadow  of  an  apology  for  fe- 
paration. 

How  comes  k  then  to  pais,  that  ib  many  even 
of  our  protcftant  brethren  have  thoi^t  fit  to  diiTent 
from  it  ajmoft  ever  fince  the  re^mation?  why 
db  they  fhun  its  jfervice  and  its  communion,  as  if 
they  raided  conformity  with  it,  in  the  light  of 
a  dangerous  or  damnabk  fm?  I  fay  dangerous 
or  damnable,  beotufe  tbei^  can  never  juflify  their 
fepaiatbn  from  it,  uqIcTs  they  have  reafon  to  think, 
thax  coolbrmity  defisrves  cHljer  the  one  or  the  other 
epitiict*  . 

One  M}£  of  piir  diflaiter$  ftonft  to  pay  little  re- 

Srd  to  tfhat  :.we  iay  opncaniog  the  finfolnefs  of 
lifin,  a9  well  when  we  argue  from  Scripture, 
which  they  inticr|iret  in  soother  fenfe,  as  when  we 
reafim  from  the  iU'  effeda  of  the  thing,  to  which  they 
are  ready  to  anArer,  that  altho'  hereues  and  fchifms 
are  attoided  with  iome  inconvenienciei^  yet  in  the 
msan,  nn&f  do  more  good  thso  harm.  Befides,  they 
ftuxitdnies  ftkk  hot  to  itaatntain,  that  God  is  better 
LI  J  ptcafed 
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pleafed  with  variety  than  uniformity,  in  the  reb'gioiis. 
fentiments  of  mankind.  So  fay  the  Deifts,  but  fiire- 
ly  if  revelation  feys  any  thing,  it  lays  the  very  reverfe. 
Nay  there  is  not  a  man  who  talks  at  this  rate,  who 
does  not  either  labour,  or  wifli,  to  have  all  men  think 
as  he  does.  How  are  thefe  two  things  to  be  reconci- 
led ?  Is  God  fuch  a  lover  of  variety,  as  to  be  pleafed 
with  contradiction  and  contrariety,  like  this,  in  the 
lame  man  ? 

But  the  reft  are  as  ready,  as  we,  to  expatiate  on 
the  fm  of  Schifrh,  and  to  give  it  all  its  aggravations, 
whether  arifing  from  the  malignity  of  its  own  nature^ 
or  from  the  (hocking  efFedts  it  produces.  And  here 
they  enforce  what  they  fay,  juft  as  we  do,  by  the 
famepaflagesof  fcripture,  underftood  exadly  in  the 
lame  fenfe.  They  agree  with  us,  that  brodierly  love 
is  the  eflential  fign  of  chriftian  difciplelhip ;  that  it  k 
in  vain  to  expedt  chriftian  love  and  charity,  without 
uniformity;  that  chriftian  charity  is  greater  tbanfaitb 
and  hope ;  and  that  therefore  it  is  the  indifpenlible  du- 
ty of  every  chriftian,  ds  far  as  m  him  lies,  to.  think 
and  fpeak  the  fame  thing  with  the  church  of  Chrift. 
Nay,  they  agree,  that  on  all  thefe  accounts,  andma^ 
hy  others,  too  tedious  to  mention,  the  fin  of  feparati^ 
on,  wherever  it  lids,  is  a  grols,  a  crjing,  an  unchrif* 
tian  fin.  They  further  own,  that  there  ist  a  palpable 
fchifm  between  them,  and  the  eftabiif^ed  diurch.  of 
this  kingdom.  But  then  they  inlift  that  the  iiaof  that 
Ichifin  lies  at  the  door  of  that  churchy  which  hath  im- 
pofed,  £iy  they,  unlawful  asid  imfcriptutai  tcrnteof 
communion.  ..    *     , 

Now  among  all  the  tran&dtions  of  the  church  from 
the  Apoftolic  age  d6wn  to  this,  I  know  of  none  mat 
^aged  with  niore  temper,  more  tendemeis,  more  re* 
gard  to  fcripture,  or  primitive  practice,  as  delivered 
to  us  by  written,  not  pretended  oral  tradition^  than 
*  the  reformation  of  the  church  of  England.  The  Engt 
Hfh  divines  who  engaged  in  that  work,  were  men  of 

great 
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great  abilities,  of  great  piety  and  candour.  But  not 
carii^  to  truft  altogether  to  themfeives,  they  called  to 
their  alBftance  Peter  Martyr,  Martin  Bucer,  Paul  Fa- 
gius,  and  others,  the  mofl  judicious  and  moderate  of 
the  foreign  divines.  Thefe  good  men,  who  either 
hVed  conreflbrs,  or  died  martyrs,  for  what  they  did, 
having  a  juft  and  prudent  regard  to  the  Papifls  on  the 
one  fide,  and  the  Protellants,  9n  the  other,  made  the 
fcriptures  the  rule  of  their  reformation,  that  they 
might  comprehend  the .  Proteftants ;  and  retained  a 
fmall  number  of  antient  ufages,  fuch  as  they  judged 
mod  decent  and  ufcful,  tho*  praftifed  by  the  church 
of  Rome,  that  they  might  leave  a  door  open,  for  the 
yet  unconverted  Papifts.  Their  perfeverance  and 
fufTerings  are,  I  think,  a  full  proof,  that  they  had  not 
the  (malleft  hankering  after  Popery.  And  their  cul- 
ling from  the  church  of  Rome,  or  rather  from  anti«- 
fluity,  fuch  ceremonies  and  portions  of  the  Liturgy,  as 
neither  rcafon  nor  fcripture  condeinned,  fhew  us,  that 
they  did  not  proceed  meerly  on  a  bigotted  and  nar^ 
row- hearted  fpleen  to  that  churcL  Had  they  retain- 
ed any  thing  fuperftitious  or  wicked,  praftifcd  in  the 
church  of  Rome,  they  had  fhut  the  door  againft  their 
Proteflant  brethren.  Or  had  they  retained  nothing, 
they  had  Ihut  it  againft  the  Papifts,  who  were  at  leaft 
one  half  of  the  nation  ^  and  had  given  occafion  to  all 
men  of  reafon  to  look  on  them,  not  as  the  candid  and 
confcientious  reformers  of  a  church,  already  in  being, 
but  as  the  partial  and  arbitrary  inftitutors  of  a  new 
church,  unauthorifed  by  the  praftice  either  of  the 
Apoftles  or.  Fathers.  They  did  not  flaviftily  follow 
cither  the  Lutherans  or  Calvinifts  who  had  quarrelled 
about  the  Eucharift,  and  other  things,  but  tcpok  froni 
both  what  they  thought  beft.  They  gave  us  a  Litur- 
gy in  the  vulgar  tongue  equally  devout  and  rational, 
that  we  may  kjiow  before-hand  what  we  are  to  offer 
in  our  addreffes  to  the  Almighty  Q^?  and  not  dcr 
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pend  on  prayers  Uttered  only  in  our  name,  and  pei"- 
naps  mixed  with  matter  unworthy  of  the  objed. 
They  gave  us  a  fyftcm  of  articles,  together  with  a 
book  of  homilies,  to  be  fubfcribed  by  theCIer^,  that 
we  may  not  have  Papifts,  Arians,  Jews,  or  Turks, 
but  real  chriftians,  for  teachers.  And  laftly  they  left 
the  church  to  be  governed,  as  it  had  been  in  every  for- 
mer age,  by  Bi(hops,*  not  by  nominal  Bishops,  fubjeft 
to  the  controul  of  the  Pope;  but  by  Bijhops  fo  confti- 
tuted  and  empowered,  as  Timothy,  Titus,  and  all 
other  Bilhops  were,  before  fpiritual  ufurpation  had 
funk  the  dimity  and  fandity  of  their  office,  and 
rendered  it  fuipefted  to  fome,  and  odious  to 
others. 

A  workj  conduced  on  fuch  principles,  and  with  lb 
much  prudence,  midit  have  expected  univerfal  ap* 
probation  from  all  the  rational  and  candid ;  nor  was 
It  difappointed.  Every  one  at  home,  who  had  any 
right  to  that  character,  clofed  with  it,  and  re/oiced  in 
it  ;  while  the  n;oft  eminent  foreign  reformers,  of  the 
like  temper  and  turn  of  mind,  paid  it  their  hearty 
congratulations,  and  lamented  their  own  misfortune 
in  not  being  able  to  bring  their  honeft  attempts  to  fo 
happy  a  bearing. 

However  even  this  could  not  (atisfy  all.  The 
greater  number  of  the  Romanifts  ftiU  ftdod  out ;  and 
many  Proteftants,  too  warm  to  be  always  governed  by 
reafon,  diffented,  to  the  reproach  of  the  reforma- 
tion, and  the  infinite  difquiet  both  of  this  church  and 
nation.  Whence  then  arofe  the  reparation  of  thcfe 
latter,  fo  well  afFedted  to  the  reformation,  and  fur- 
nifhed  with  an  eftabiifhment,  to  which  no  realonable 
objc6tion  of  any  weight  could  be  made?  The  Pro- 
teftants, who  had  fi^  abroad  from  the  perfecution 
under  Queen  Mary,  returned  too  ftrongfy  prejudiced 
againft  Epifcopacy  and  a  form  of  prayer,  and  too 
deeply  tbdlurcd  with  Calvinifin,  to  approve  of  what 
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had  been  done  here,  alth6*  the  Englifh  reformers,  had 
leaned  more  to  Calvin,  than  to  any  other  foreign  di- 
vine. But  becaiifc  they  did  not  adopt  his  difcipliM, 
nor  adtnit  and  rejeft,  juft  as  he  had  done  in  every 
thing,  as  loud  a  cry  was  fet  up  againft  6ur  Church,  as 
againft  that  of  Rome  itfcif,  by  thefe  men  of  more 
zeal  than  judgment,  who  from  thenceforward  could 
fee  nothing  but  faults^  in  the  EngKfti  eftabiifhnfient, 
and  laboured  with  too  much  fucceis  to  make  Others 
fee  afi  they  did. 

Firft  they  were  difpfeafed  with  the  cercmoni^  re- 
tained, both  becaufe  they  had  conceived  an  utter  aver- 
fion  to  all  ceremonies,  and  more  efpecially  becaufe 
thofe  ceremonies  had  been  ufed,  altho'  in  a  different 
manner,  and  with  quite  another  view  in  the  Church 
of  Rome.  •  Befides,  they  could  not  bear  to  fte  any 
thing  in  the  publick  fervice,  altho'  ever  (b  good  and 
proper  in  itfelf,  that  had  ever  made  a  part,  in  that  o| 
a  church  they  hated  with  (bmething  more  than  Chrif- 
tian  animofityi  They  fufpedked  this  Ingenuous  pro- 
ceeding, of  fbmewhat  tiDO  like  an  inclinaticm  to  re*- 
lapfe  into  Popery.  Th^y  more  particularly  difliked 
our  kneeling  at  the  facrament  ot  the  Lord's  fupper, 
becaufe  that  pofture  was  ufed  by  the  Papifts  in  adora^^ 
tion  of  the  Hoft.  All  that  was  faid  in  the  publick 
afts  of  the  church,  and  the  difeourfes  of  our  divines, 
againft  that  ufe  of  the  poftiire,  as  idolatrous,  was 
not  fufficiatr  to  dilTipafe  their  fufpicions;  In  (hort, 
the  fpirit  of  oppofition  to  every  thing  ufed  by  the  church 
of  Rome,  ran  (b  high  in  them,  as  to  affef):  their  ref- 
pe£k  for  the  antient  creeds,  and  for  the  Eucharift, 
which  becaufe  it  had  been  fo  grofly  adulterated,  and 
perverted  both  in  the  opinion  and  praftice  of  the  Pa- 
pifb,  was  therefore  held  in  a  fort  of  contempt,  and  but 
feldom  celebhited  by  thefe  miftaken  Zeabts.  The 
Quakers  afterwards  went  a  little  farther,  and  threw  out 
both  that  and  the  facran^nt  of  Baptifm,  calling  theixi 
rags  ot  Popery,  and  beggarly  elements.    This  of  all 
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things  gave  the  greateft  check  to  the  reforniatioD, 
for  on  this  account  the  unconverted  papiib  held  it 
in  the  utmoft  contempt,  and  looked  with  infinite  ab- 
horrence on  men,  whom  they  faw  on  the  point  of 
difearding  the  very  eflentials  of  religion,  purely  out 
of  hatred  to  them.  Hence  it  was  that  numbers  of 
them,  who  were  fuSiciendy  difTatisfied  with  their 
own  profeflion,  were  (till  Ids  pleafed  with  the  re- 
formation, becaufe  they  could  neither  fee,  in  fuch  a 
wood  of  parties,  which  was  beft  entitled  to  a  pre* 
ference,  nor  forefee  where  the  extravagance  of  re- 
formation was  likely  to  end.  They  faw  our  church 
eflabliftied  indeed  on  a  footing,  not  altogether  dif- 
^reeable  to  them ;  but  they  had  reaibn  to  appre- 
hend, it  would  not  long  maintain  its  ground,  in 
the  midft  of  an  oppofition,  maintained  with  all 
poflible  art  and  virulence.  They  thought  it  there- 
fore better  to  fettle  on  the  lees  of  their  old  errors, 
than  after  a  long  and  painful  fermentation,  to  find  the 
little  religion  they  had,  either  feured  into  fanaticifin, 
or  evaporated  mto  downright  infidelity*  Neither  did 
they  care  to  entail  on  .their  poftertty  an  endleis  train 
of  oppofitions,  diiputes,  uncertainties,  wherein  preju- 
dices, as  fenfelefs  as  thofe  they  were  to  quit,  were 
hkely  to  predominate  and  involve  their  adherents  in 
numberleis  mifchiefs,  tempcxral  as  well  as  fpiritua). 
^  What,  faid  they,  have  we  to  do  among  men,  who 
^  had  rather  tear  the  body  ojfChrifl  to  pieces,  than 
'  pray  by  a  fbrmof  word^  the  moft  pipus  and  rational, 
^  becaufe  fometimes  uttered  by  a  papilt,  and  who  cut 
^  the  throatsof  one  another  about  furplices,  organs,  and 
^  rings!  Is  there  no  difference  between  reformation, 
^  and  deftrudion  ?  Or  have  thefe  fpiritual  phyficians 
^  no  other  way  tocure,  than  to  kill  V  Le(s  than  this  is 
ufually  fufEcient,  to  niake  men  reft  in  a  prepofleffion, 
fucked  in  with  their  mothers  milk,  and  rootoi  in  their 
hearts  by  a  prepofleffion  of  many  years. 
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The  next  thing  the  Pui'itans  took  offfence  j^t,  was 
the  Hierarchy  of  the  church.  They  looked  on  the 
Bilhops,  as  tne  inflruments  of  palpal  tyranny,  and  the 
corruptors.rf  true  religion.  They  were  therefore  of 
Machiavell's  mind,  who  faid,  if  that  monk,  mean- 
ing Luther,  who  is  now  endeavouring  at  a  reformati- 
on in  Germany,  docs  not  .cut  the  very  core  out 
of  this  boil;  namely  ^pifcopacy,  it  will  grow  again, 
and  render  vaiirall  he  hath  done;  They,  as  if  taught 
by  this  mailer,,  were,  it  feems,  io  ignorant,  as  not  to 
know,  that  the  biihops,  of  aH  men,  had  moft  rea-^ 
Ion  to  oppofe  the',  ufumtion  of  the  Biftiop  of 
Rome,  who  had  made  himfelf  the  only  Bifhop, 
and  reduced  all  the  r^ft  to  cyphers.  Nor  did  they 
confider,.wiiedia:  it  was  far:  the  power  of  man,  to 
abolifh  at  his  difcretion,  :an  order' of  the  ^church, 
inibtuted  by  God  himCclf,  meerly  becaufe  the  men 
¥fho  filled  this  order,  had  degenerated,  together 
with  all  the  reft  of  the  church,  into  fuperfti- 
tion  and, luxury..  Here  again  the  icheme  of  bur 
oj^xafers.wasnotto  reform,  buttodcflroy  \  and  what 
was  eqtially  bofd^  to  bnm  a  new  miniftry,  with 
hardly  any  other  miflion,  than  fuch  as  a  number  cf 
meny  and  fometimes  one  man  only,  wholly  unau* 
thorifed^  for  aught  diat  others  could  perceive^, 
ihould  aflume:  From  meQ  thus  fending  themfelves, 
or  fent  by  we  know  Qot  whom,  we  are  to  receive 
the  facraments.  And,  what  is  marvellous  beyond 
all  conception,  this  new  fpecies^f  ordination,  though 
apparaitly  of  human  inftifutioh,  is  now  become  too 
&cred  to  be  interrupted,  while,  that  which  feems 
at  lead  to  be  of  Chrift,  ^  I^id  aikle/  Btir  why, 
in  the  ndme  of  wonder,  may  we  not  as  well  have 
a  new  million  every  day  ?  Harfi  the  church,  or 
rather  the  multitude,  loft  its  £u:ulty,  fo  proMck 
two  hundred  Vears  ago  in  the  equivocal  generation 
of  miifiona?   We  muft  not  forget  however,   that 
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thefe  new  orders  lay  ckim  to  (criptural  inftitutiaD^  and 
primitive  example.  What,  all  of  them  ?  Andwithoar 
fuccdfion  ?  Do  we  hear  of  any  man  in  icripture  who 
ordained  himfelf,  or  who  prefumed  to  tdce  tiie  ixunif- 
try  of  God's  word  and  (aoraments  opoo  him,  withouc 
being  fent  either  immediately  or  fncceffively  by  Cbrift  ? 
Or  can  an  inflance  of  this  nature  be  affigned  daring 
the  firfl;  fourteen  centuries  (^the  church  ?  Or  wifi  evea 
thofe  proteftants,  who  adopted  a  new  miffion  at  the 
reformation,  now  fuflfer  any  one  to  adminiftsr  the  ia- 
craments  among  them,  without  ordination,  obtained 
in  fucceffion  from  that  adoption  ?  Do  thqr  not  by  this 
ftri^nefs,  pradkically  contefs  at  lead  the  expediency 
of  fuch  a  fucceffion  ?  But  if  a  iiicceffion  of  this  nature 
may  be  warrantaUy  founded  on  their  invendoo,  why 
nc^  on  Chrift's  inftitution.? 

Perhaps  howerer  they  who  gpreiiie  to  a  new  cur^ 
rent  of  ordination,  were  iaunediately  authariled  fo  to 
do,  by  divme  infptration.  This,  I  belicFe,  wiil  haixl- 
ly  be  now  infifted  on.  But  if  it  is,  and  iupeniaturai 
infpir^tioo  proved,  eTentfutf:  wiil  not  fervethe  turn« 
So  £icred  a  thing  is  the  iucoeffion  cf  ordination,  that 
the  HolyGhoft,  who  had  already  enabled  Barnabas 
and  Saul  to  preach  the  word,  ordered  then  to  hcftfa^ 
rated  for  the  vmk  vtbdreunt^,  be  bad  caBedtbem^  hfilfi^ 
ingj  pr4fy&j  mdimpt^imrfbmidsy  that  is,  tobeordain* 
ed  \  thecfpirit  of  Gqd  hereby  plainly  (hewing,  that  he 
htmfelf  would  not  break:  the  fuccd&ve  order  of  xndfioD, 
eftabliflipd  in  the  church.  Without  in  the  Jeafl:  re- 
garding this^  or  odier  pafii^cs  of  fcripture,  that 
plainly  point  out  the  three  orders,  the  reformers  I  am 
ipeaktng  of,  thou^  ftrenupoifly  bfifting  on  farqjmrc^ 
as  the  only  rule  of  reformation,  threw  out  the  Epiibo- 
pal  order^  and  bqgan  a  new  method  of  amhorifing  or* 
detB,  \uitil  that  time,  unheatdofin  tbechorch*  And 
this  they  did,  firft^becaufcthcy  wcxe  determined  tore- 
ceive  .notbiog  that  muft  coilie  to  thein,  through  the 
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church  of  Rome ;  and  fecondly,  becaufe  £pi(copacy 
was  too  iike  monarchy,  and  therefore  oppofite  to  the 
political  maxinistheynadevery  where  adopted.  Their 
attachment  to  a  lepuhlican  form  of  government  in  the 
ftate^  they  carried  with  them  into  the  church,  and 
wherever  they  could,  eflabliOied  it  in  both.  The  un* 
happy  cqtail  of  this  foreign  principle  on  their  religious 
fyftena  was  as  imprudent,  as  it  was  unicriptural,  and 
provea  ^  ^uin  of  their  caufe  in  France,  Spain  and 
i>ther  inbnar^hies.  The  kmgs  and  bifliops,  equally 
jealokispf  their  defigns,  which  they  faw,  tenckd  to  the 
extirpation  of  both,  oppofed  them  with  all  their  power. 
JSut  ii^  neitller  were  at  the  time  averfe  to  a  reformati- 
on, had^the  reformers  wholly  abftained  from  politicks, 
IHirfuaat  to  the  exprefi  command  of  fcripture,  and  left 
the  three  fpripturai  orders  of  the  church,  as  they  found 
them,  aU  Europe  might  long  ago  have  been  reformed. 
Here  indeed  in  Great  Britain,  where  the  civil  conltitu- 
lion  was  mixed,  they  had  a  fairer  prolpedt  of  fucceis. 
But  whether  it  was  that  God  approved  and  hleiTed  the 
wifdom  of  our  reformation^  or  that  he  blafted  the 
fchcQies  of  nien,  who  had  preferred  their  own  preju- 
jdices  to  his  inftitution,  they  were  in  part  diiappointed 
w  to  Soodand^  and  entirely^  both  as  to  England  and 
Jrdand.  However  though  the  monarchy  remains  in 
iiU  the  diree,  they  have  eftabliflied  the  Ecclefiaftical 
rt^ublick  xa  the  firft,  and  continue  a  (eparate  church 
in  the  two  laft ;  whidi  we  ought  in  juftice  to  afcribe  to 
the  fupeiior  induflry  of  their  minifters  in  lecturing,  ex- 
amining, and  teaching  the  people.  Herein  it  muft  be 
owned,  we  too  often  fall  as  far  (hort  of  them,  as  they 
do  of  us,  in  point  of  inftitutiona!  audiority.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  it  ought  to  be  coniidered,  that  this  is 
in  no  ibrt  owing  to  the  Ecclefiaftical  government 
pf  either.  _Ours  gives  no  peculiar  encouragement 
to  reroiflheis,  nor  dieirs  to  diligence.  How  mudi 
is  it  to  be  wiihed,  that  we  could  honeftly  refolve 

on 


Si6    The  Church  ofChriJl  cm  have  but  one  Mind. 

on  a  reciprocal  participarion  of  thefc  advantages, 
on  which  the  happinefe  of  the  church  lb  evi- 
dently depends  ? 

Another,  and  indeed  the  chief,  thing  that  exdted  die 
difguft  of  our  diflenters  at  the  eftablifted  church,  was 
the  ufe  of  premeditated  prayers  and  fernions.     The 
reformers  of  our  church  laying  no  claim  to  infpirationy 
thought  it  their  duty  to  provide,  as  far  as  in  them  ky, 
that  good  f«ife  Ihould  be  uttered,  both  to  God  and  the 
pe(  iple.     Hence  a  fet  form  of  prayer :  hence  our  print- 
ed homilies  ahd  written  difcourfes.     But  the  Puritans 
too  frequently  miftaking  their  wartnth  of  heart,  for  a 
di\'ine  infufion,  and  therefore  regarding  all  premedita- 
tion as  an  affront  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  cared  not  to  bear 
any  man,  either  pray  or  preach,  if  they  had  any  rca- 
Ibn  to  believe,  he  had  ever  once  conudered  before- 
hand, what  he  was  to  fay.    As  they  paid  no  refpe^k 
to  any  original  fucceifive  miffion  in  the  miniftry,  they 
expedled  every  minifter  fhould  prove  his  extempora- 
neous miffion  by  the  readinefe  and  plenty  of  his  efFufi- 
ons.     As  they  were  fometimes  but  very  flender  judges 
of  good  fenfe,  they  took  that  volubility  and  ardour^ 
which  was  owing  after  all,  to  the  genius  of  the  /peak- 
er,  and  to  premeditation  and  habit,  for  a  fufficient 
proof  of  infpiration,  without  duly  examining  the  juft- 
nefs  and  propriety  of  what  was  uttered.     If  a  fanfti- 
fied  look  and  tone  of  voice  were  added^  they  gave  a 
demonftrative  force  to  this  proof,  which  in  fbmein-> 
(lances,  no  defedls  as, to  the  matter  were  allowed  to 
refute.     To  this,  more  than  every  thing  elfe,  was  ow- 
ing the  inveterate  prejudice  of  the  common  people  to 
our  liturgy  and  fermons.     It  is  true,  that  time  and 
experience  have  almoft  wholly  removed  the  opinion  of 
infpiration  ;  but  unhappily  the  prejudice  ftill  remains, 
tlioiigh  that  which  gave  it  birth  is  banifhed.    The  dif- 
fqrjPig  minifters  now  frankly  own,  they  conn  their 
j)rnyvrs,   and    write   their  fermons ;    and   provided 
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they  leave  their  paper  behind  them,  the  people 
a(k  no  other  inTpiration,  than  a  tenacious  memory. 
Neceility  alfo  obliges  them  to  have  recourfe  to  a 
form  in  their  prayers,  becaufe  as  the  matter  of 
public  prayer  is  always  nearly  the  fame,  it  is  im- 
poffibie  for  any  man,  to  vary  on  that  matter,  every 
funday,  for  tWrty,  or  forty  years.  Inverting  the 
order  of  confeflions,  petitions,  and  thankfgivings,  is 
an  expedient,  that  foon  runs  out.  Taking  an  ex- 
ordium from  the  fermon  can  do  no  more,  than  give 
a  mere  initial  newnefs  to  the  prayer.  And  plan- 
ning the  whole  prayer  on  the  fubjedt  matter  of  the 
fermon,  which  miift  often  be  particular  \  is  con- 
fining the  prayer  to  one  fingle  point,  although  it 
ought  at  each  time  to  run  through  all  the  necef- 
fary  conftituent  parts  qf  publick  worship.  How 
can  that  man  avoid  felling  into  a  form,  who  on 
all  occafions  of  publick  prayer,  confefTes,  petitions, 
intercedes,  and  gives  thanks,  in  words  fumciently 
general  to  comprehend  the  devotions  of  an  whole  con- 
gregation.? If  then  a  form  cannot  be  avoided;  and 
if  we  ougbt  not  to  be  raft)  witb  our  moutbsy  nor  let  our 
bearts  be  bqfty  to  utter  any  tbing  before  Gody  we  cannot 
take  too  much  care  in  preparing  that  form,  nor 
have  too  manv,  too  wife,  or  too  pious  afliflants,  in  fb 
great  a  worK.  There  is  no  kind  of  compofition 
more  difficult,  than  that  of  prayer.  It  is  not  there- 
fore every  raw,  every  unfurnilhed  underftanding, 
that  is  qualified  for  fuch  a  performance,  even  if  he 
were  allowed  ever  io  much  time  to  prepare  it.  How 
greatly  then  mufl  he  fail,  if  he  attempts  it,  without 
proper  affiftance,  in  the  midft  of  that  confufion, 
wherewith  modefty  is  apt  to  be  embarrafled  before  a 
multitude  of  people } 

Thefe  were  the  chief  obftacles  to  communion  with 
the  eftabliflied  church,  whereat  my  diflenting  bre- 
thren,  your  predeceflbrs,  formerly  flumbled.     But 
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is  it  not  now  high  time  you  fhould  fee  thro'  their  mif- 
takes }  Have  our  ceremonies  led  us  a  lingle  (lep  nearer 
to  the  church  of  Rome?  Have  our  Bifhops  turned 
Popes,  or  even  once  attempted  to  lord  it  over  your 
faith  ?  Is  our  common  prayer  converted  into  it  Mafs- 
book  ?  Or  are  either  our  devotions  or  difeouries  the 
worfe  for  being  well  digefted  and  prepared  P  If  you 
now  fee  thefe  tmngs  with  other  eyes,  than  you  did  for- 
merly, as  I  am  convinced  you  do;  or  if  you  look  on 
die  caufes  of  difiention  as  far  left  /ignificant,  than  once 
you  did,  as  I  pray  God  you  may ;  why  do  you  iliU 
continue  to  keep  open  a  breach,  made  by  furmifes^ 
now  found  to  be  groundleis ;  and  to  (hut  your  hearts 
^ainft  the  efbbliihed  profefTion  of  your  country, 
which  hath  £0  long  ^Icnrioufly  maintained  the  caufe  of 
liberty  and  reformation  againfl  infinite  attempts  made 
by  the  invaders  of  both  t  We  (hall  neither  think  of 
cenfuring  you,  nor  of  holding  you  at  the  fhialleft  dif- 
tance  from  our  hearts,  on  account  of  their  averfion 
to  us,  if  you  will  but  (hew  us,  you  are  difpo(ed  to 
think  of  us,  and  adt  by  us,  with  fomewhat  more  of 
chriftian  charity  and  brotherly  lovic,  than  they  did. 
But  you  fometimes  give  us  fuch  teftimonies  or  con- 
trary difpofitions  towards  us,  that  we  are  often  at  a 
lofs  to  know,  whether  your  arms  are  flretched  out  to 
ftrike,  or  to  embrace  us. 

From  the  time  that  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of 
the  late  King  James  made  it  neceflfary  to  oppofe  him, 
to  this  day,  you  have  faithfully  fought  the  common 
caufe  of  liberty,  civil  and  religious,  as  often  as  either 
was  ftruck  at.  The  times  of  mutual  danger,  or  uni- 
ted triumph,  helped  to  warm  our-  hearts  to  each 
othen  You  declare  yourfelves  on  all  occafions  left 
averfe  to  our  Ecclefiaftical  conftitution,  and  go  oftener 
into  our  churches  than  formerly.  Thefe  are  pleafing 
fymptoms  of  good  fenfe  and  candour,  that  feem 
to    promife    peace    and    good    agreement   at    no 
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great  diftance.'  *  I  Kope  w«  fKall  never  give  you  rca- 
fori  to  cbtnplain/  tfcat  we  arc  wanting  on  bur  part  to 
ikch  frJeridJy  advances,  as  may  tend  to  promote  a 
thorough  coalition.  It  riviVes  our  hopes,  and  warms 
our  hearts  to  reflefton  thefepromifing  parts  of  your 
tk)nduft. 

But  the  delightful  profped  of  peace  is  no  fooner 
contemplated  from  this  point  of  view,  than  we  are 
hurried  into  another,  from  whence  we  can  fee  nothing 
but  the  ill-covered  embeirs  of  former  animofities, 
glowifig,  in 'all  appearance,^  with  as  high  a  degree  of 
h^dt  a!s  ever.  Attribute  it  hot  to  fpleen  and  reftnt- 
ment,  but  to  brotherly  freedom,  and  a  truly  pacific 
ihtention,  When  I  tell  you  what  I  mean,  by  two  or 
three  inflarices,  wherein  you  (hew,  if  I  miftake  you 
not,  an  eiirneft  defire  to  revive,  and  even  aggravate 
the  diftafte  between  us.  How  (hall  we  arrive  at 
peace,  if  we  do  not  on  both  fides  amend  (uch  faults 
as  give  offence  ?  You  take  the  libetty  frequently  to 
rtmonftrate  on  ours.  Allow  us  the  ftme  privilege, 
and  hear  us  ds  calmly  as  wedo  you,  that  fuch  inci* 
dents  in  yoxir  behaviour,  as  we  take  ^inkindly,  may 
be  cither  explained  or  juflnfied,  -if  poffible,  to  the  fa- 
tisfadtion  df  us  your  brethren.  You  cannot  otherwife 
ic%  well  know  what  are  thofe  parts  of  your  condu^Sk 
that  make  us  uneafy,  as  by  a  frank  declaration  from 
ourfelvcs,  who  have  too  thuch  feeling,  or  frailty,  call 
it  which  you  will,  to  pafs  them  by  wholly  unnoticed. 
I  folcmnly  protcft,  that,  in  what  i  am  going  to  fay,  I 
am  prompted  by  grief  rather  than  refentment,  and 
have  no  other  end  in  view,  than  to  remove,  if  pof- 
fible, allobftrudlions  to  an  happy  union,  and  to  pro- 
mote, to  the  utmoft  of  my  little  power,  that  open- 
nefs  and  candour  on  which  alone  a  lafting  friendfh^ 
can  be  built.  Bear  therefore  patiently  with  me  for  a 
few  minutes,  for  freely  as  I  may  fpeak,  God  is  my 
witnefs,  1  feek  your  honour  and  happineis  as  well  as 
our  own. 
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in  the  firft  place,  I  muft  obfenrq  to  you,  that  while 
we  make  no  diftindliona  between  you  and  ourfelves 
in  mattera  of  trade,  but  give  our  money  alike  to  a- 
ther,  you  g^enerally  make  it  a  rule  to  throw  all  ad- 
vanta^s  this  way,  you  poffibly  qan,  into  the  hands 
of  Diflenters  only ;  and  feldom  or  never  do  other- 
wife,  but  when  you  exped  a  mnch  greater  benefit, 
than  you  give,  in  dealing  witb  us.  What  hath  reli^ 
on  and  trade  to  do  with  each  other  ?  If  we  difier  in 
churchpi  is  thi^  a.  reafon  you  Ihould  excommunicate 
us  on  the  Exchange?  Why  are  the  contioverfies 
about  Church  Government  and  Forms  of  Prayer  to 
interfere  with  our  buiine&  in  a  Co&e-houfe  or  a  Shop? 
la  tbi&  brotherly,  qr  ^veo  ne^hl^urly  ?  But  I  deteft 
thi§  to|^c,  lb;narrow4ieart9d  on  the  one  fide,  that  it 
cannot  be  touched  on  the  other,  without  an  appear- 
ance of  felfilhnels ;  and  therefore  I  quit  it 

In  the  next  place,  it  frequently  happens,  that  when 
pne  of  you  inter-marries  with  a  woman  of  our  per- 
fuafion,  you  often  labour  a$  zealoufly  in  her  conver-  • 
fion,  as  you  could  do,  did  you  think  her  in  a  date  of 
damnatbn,  while  (he  continues  in  our  communion. 
In  like  manner,  if  one  of  your  people  chances  to  con- 
form, you  feldom  (hew  him  any  (hare  of  that  indul- 
gence wherewith  you  are  treated  by  us  and  the  Iaws> 
and  of  which,  grei(t  thoMt  is,  you  are  ever  complain- 
ing, as  if  you  were  under  a  fevcre  and  relentleis 
perfecution. ,  Is  this  ctxififtent  with  your  notions  of 
liberty  ?  Is  this  doing  as  you  would  be  done  by  ? 

Again,  it  is  ufual  with  many  of  you  to  conform 
occaaonally  on  worldly  vijews,  often  of  no  great  im- 
portance ;  and  yet  to  diiTent  again,  or  promote  diflen* 
tions  widii  as  much  zeal  as  ever.  How !  my  brethren, 
is  communion  with  us  both  confident,  and  tnconfift- 
ent,  with  the  word  of  God,  and  a  found  confci- 
ence  ?  How  can  the  cau(es  of  diflention  appear  to  the 
fame  noap,  both  (b  confidcrable  as  to  ounveigh,  in 
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his  eftimation,  all  the  arguments  for  cfariftiao  peaoa 
and  union ;  and  vet  fi>  minnte  as  to  be  outweighed 
by  every  inconfiderable  view  of  worldly  intereft  ? 

Again,  althongh  we  have^  for  a  long  time^  been 
aimoft  wholly  filent  on  the  unhappy  controverfy  be* 
tween  you  and  us,  not  becaufe  we  are  in  the  leaft 
afraid  of  being  foiled,  as  you  very  wdl  know,  but 
that  the  diflference  which  lies  more  in  heat  of  bloody 
than  force  of  argument,  may  have  time  to  die  away; 
you  are  notwithftanding,  ever  and  anon  fomenting 
the  fpleen  of  your  people  with  pamphlets,  wherein 
you  endeavour  to  (hew  (God  knows  with  what  truth) 
that  our  condudl  towards  you  hath  always  *been,  and 
ftili  is,  made  up  of  little  elfe  than  oppreffion  and  pcr^^ 
feaition.  In  thefe  peiformances  you  ufually  fet  out 
with  very  fair  and  plaufibte  profeffions  of  candour  in 
matters  of  religion,  and  of  friendfhip  towards  the  ef* 
tabliflied  church,  while  nothing  elfe  is  aimed  at  in  the 
body  of  the  work,  but  to  rekindle  the  animofity  of 
a  declining  party,  and  to  point  it  diredtly  againft  that 
church.  Your  famous  fermon  on  the  30th  of  Janu-* 
ary.  Chandler's  Cafe  of  Subfcription,  the  Candid 
Difquifitions^  Bourn's  Catechifm,  drawn  up  on  por- 
pofe  to  teach  your  very  children  the  principles  of  diCi 
fention  and  hatred  to  our  church,  the  Letters  to  Mr 
White,  and  many  others,  are  flagrant  inftancea  6t 
this.  Obferve^  1  mention  the  Candid  Ditquilidons 
among  the  reft,  becaufe  till  the  yet  concealed  authors 
are  known  to  be  conformifts,  as  was  in  vain  pretend- 
ed, you  will  always  have  the  honour  of  that  perform- 
ance. Never  did  any  fet  of  men  draw  up  fuch  a 
book  againft  the  principles  and  practices  of  a  (bciety 
whereof  they  were  members ;  much  iefs  were  they 
capable,  after  an  unfiiccefsful  attempt,  to  have  it 
conftitutionally  confidered,  of  appealing  by  a  work 
of  that  nature  to  the  world,  which  they  knew,  could 
not  poffibly  have  any  other  cfFcift,  than  that  of  ren- 
dering its  refers  dii&tisfied  with  an  eftabiilhment, 
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which  it  cbiild  not  change,  and  proving  to  men  of 
difeernment,  the  deep  diffimuhition  of  the  writers, 
who  coold  be  conformiils  in  the  teeth  of  fiich  infinite 
objeftions.    No  profeflions,  tho*  ever  (b  often  and 
earneftly  repeated,  can  perlwade  a  man  in  his  ienfes 
diat  this  could  poffibly  be  the  work  of  perfons  who 
were  friends  either  to  truth  or  peace,  to  fay  nothing 
of  the  eftablifliment    It  will  be  alfoashard  toper' 
fuade  us  that  God  will  pro(ber  attempts,  efpeciafly 
in  matters  of  religion,  fo  dihngenuoufly  conduced  ? 
No,  before  we  can  rationally  hope  to  unite  in  any 
fyflem,  we  muft  honeftly  labour  to  beat  down  the 
prejudices  on  both  fides,  not  by  indelicately  attempt* 
H^  to  cool  each  other,  but  by  every  one  of  us,  ac- 
cording to  his  fphere  of  influence,  endeavouring  to 
aflwage  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  in  his  own  party,  and 
to  teach  thofe  who  will  lend  him  an  ear,  to  look  on 
the  points  in  difpute,  as  matters  of  too  little  confe- 
quence  to  embroil  the  peace  of  the  church.     Till 
diis  is  done,  and  hath  fucceeded,  we  all  know,  it  i& 
in  vain  to  think  of  offering  fchemes  of  accommoda- 
tion to  Synods  or  convocations ;  k  that  men  of  fenfe 
who  publi(h  books,  avowedly  with  the  view  of  ex* 
pofing  the  errors  of  the  eftablifliment,  in  order  to 
their  amendment,  while  the  minds  of  men  are  not 
fufficiently  difpofed  to  a  coalition,  muft  excufe  us,  if 
we  fear,  they  are  aiming  at  the  quite  contrary  ends. 
If  you  here  pbje£t,  that  it  would  be  altogether  un- 
reafonable  to  complain  of  the  Diflentefs  at  large  for 
the  performances  of  particular   men,  who,  in  the 
prefent  liberty  allowed  every  man  of  publiftiing  what 
he  pdeafcs,  may  fay  fuch  things  to  the  public  as  the 
body  or  party  to  which  he  belongs  do  not  approve  of, 
and  therefore  ought  not  to  anfwer  for ;  we  fliall  rea* 
dily  grant  it.    But  you  will  give  us  leave  at  the  fame 
tiine  to  obferve,  that  the  body  of  your  people  (a 
fmall  number  only  of  a  more  peaceable  and  inge- 
nuous turn  excepted)  do  make  the  writings,  complain- 
ed 
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ed  of,  their  own,  by  printing,  re-printing,  reading, 
approving,  applauding  them,  on  all  occafions;  whije 
the  leading  men  among  you  are  known  to  be  the 
authors  of  thefe  incendiary  wridngs,  and  the  body 
of  the  Diflcnting  Clergy  are  very  far  from  publicly 
difapproving  or  cenfuring  them,  your  people  every 
where  greedily  imbibe  their  contents,  and  therewith 
embitter  their  hearts  againft  us  and  our  peHiiafion. 
You  fee  this;  you  ufe  no  endeavours  to  amend  it; 
too  many  of  you  rejoice  in  it.  Is  it  thus,  my  friends, 
that  you  prepare  for  uniformity  and  coalition  P  Is  it' 
thus  yonfeek  peace  and  enfue  it  ?  Were  we  but  half  as 
much  enflamed  on  the  other  fide,  could  the  mod 
fanguine  promoter  of  peace,  think  you,  entertain'' 
even  a  diftant  hope  of  agreement  in  any  new  model 
that  could  poffibly  be  propofed  ? 

But  farther,  that  which  ftill  more  ftrongly  (hews 
the  too  great  alienation  of  heart  wherewith  you  gene- 
rally  regard  us,  is  the  unaccountable  ufe  you  make 
of  arguments  drawn  from  Popifli,  and  inveftives 
from  Deiftical  writers,  to  run  down  our  church  and 
clergy.  How  often  have  you  been  prompted  by  Rome 
herfelf,  to  ridicule  our  church  for  having  a  King  and 
fometimes  a  Queen  for  its  head,  though  you  know 
this  headfhip  is  only  in  temporals ;  though  you  know* 
our  Kings  and  Queens  haye  been,  as  God  promifed 
they  (hould  be,  the  nufjing  fathers^  and  nurjing  mo- 
thers of  Chrift's  church,  both  here  and  on  the  con- 
tinent ?  Did  you  ever,  or  would  you  now,  refufe  the 
afltftance  of  temporal  power,  were  it  offered,  to 
ftrcngthen  and  eftablilh  your  church  ?  And  have  our 
princes  done  any  thing  elfe  by  us  ?  Have  they  ever 
prefcribed  what  we  (hould  believe,  or  impeded  the 
exercife  of  purely  fpiritual  powers  among  us.?  Why 
then  is  his  Majcfty's  ecclefia(Hcal  fuprcmacy  in  tem- 
porals, which  was  introduced  only  to  proteiSl  us  a- 
gainft  a  Papal  fupremacy,  both  in  temporals  and  fpi- 
rituals,  fo  frequently  (truck  at  by  Proteftants,  in  the 
M  m  3  very 
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very  wQrds  of  our  Popifli  adverfaries  ?  Is  this  bro- 
therly ?  Or  is  it  either  orotherly  or  chrirfian  to  gather 
all  the  filth  of  Shaftfbury,  of  TmdaU  and  of  Collias, 
Trenchard,  Gordon  in  the  Indcpendant  Whig,  and 
to  fling  it  in  the  faces  of  our  clcr^?  Were  not 
thefe  men  profeffed  Deifts,  and  enemies  to  chriftian- 
ity  ?  How  come  they  then  to  be  your  friends  and 
prompters?   It  is  furely  worfe  than  calling  in  the 
Turk,  to  a(k  affiftancc  from  allies  like  thefe.    Had 
they  any  other  view  in  their  invedtives  than  to  w;ound 
our  religion  through  the  fides  of  its  preachers?  And 
would  they  not  have  ferved  your  mmiftry  in  the  fanae 
manner,  had  it  been  rendered  an  objedt  of  their  en- 
vy, by  legal  eftabliihment,  by  honorary  and  lucra- 
tive provifions  ?    Were  you  to  be  high  church  to- 
morrow (and  fiirely  you  are  not  fo  unambitious  as  to 
decline  it)  all  the;TailIerieS'of  thefe  book3' would  be 
juft  as  applicable  to  you  as  they  are  now  to  us.     The 
libertine  writers,  with  whom  too  many  of  you  now 
aflbciatc  to  ferve  a  turn,  would  then  be  your  adver- 
faries, and  it  is  to  be  qucitionedr^wheiher  you  would 
as  patiently  bear  the  grofs  treatment  you  encourage 
them  to  give  us,  if  once  offered  to  yourfelves,  as  we 
do.    Yes,  t  fay  encourage,  for  is  there  any  kind  of 
writings,  in  our  language,  which  you  fo  greedily  buy, 
which  you  read  with  (b  much  pleafure,  ipvhich  you  re- 
tail with  fo  much  kcennefs  pn  all  occafions  ?  And 
have  not  many  of  you,  while  they  only  aimed  at 
gleaning  the  (atirical  reproaches,  at  the  fame  time 
unhappily  fucked  in  the  poifonous  principles  of  thefe 
admired  writers  ?  Are  the  diftind^ions  of  Proteftant 
and  Papift,  and  even  of  Chriftian  and  Deift,  to  be 
loft  in  that  of  Cl^rchman  and  Didenter,  as  of  more 
confequcnce  to  truth,  to  piety,  and  to  virtue? 

No,  my  brethren,  even  if  we  are  to  quarrel,  let 
U5  quarrel  like  brothers,  ever  ready  to  poftpone  our 
private  animofities  to  the  general  intercft  arid  honour 
of  that  caufe  in  which  we  are  both  equally  embarked. 

Let 
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Let  us  notdifchargeagamft  ^^cb  other  thpfe  drrowa. 
doubly  dipped  in  poifbn^  whi^  4  miftaken  zeal  would 
prompt  us  to  draw  fronn  the  q^uver  of  a  comitibQ 
enemy,  l^t  why  (hould  we  quairrel  at  all?  In  the 
name  of  Chrift^  the  prina  of^  peitcf,  what  is  it  we  are 
contending  about  ?  Is  it  about  things  neceflarjr  to  our 
etcraal  falv^tion?  No,  it  is^  (how  am  I  pained  to 
fpeak  it !  how  are  our  Foptib  and  Deiftical  enemicf 
pleafed  to  hear  it)  it  is  aboyt.^-.*^but  I  will  be  fUent^ 
left  our  children  defpife  us  for  contending  about  nMit-> 
ters,  which  we  on  both  fides  confefs  to  be  indiflfereht. 
0  fhameful !  O  fenfelefs  contention !  But  who  is  to 
blame  for  ft  ?  Tell  me,  my  Diflenting  brethren, 
whether  of  the  two  is  more  difficult,  for  ybu  to  cohi* 
ply  with  the  prefent  eftabliftiment,  or  for  us  ib  to 
new  model  the  church  as  to  pleafe  all  patties  f  Or  if 
the  latter,  tho'  the  more  difficult,  is  the  better  ex- 
pedient of  the  two,  tell  us»  as  men  who  fpeak  be* 
fore  the  fearcher  of  hearts,  are  your  minds  difpofed 
to  meet  us  half  way  ?  Are  you  ready  to  give  iip  eve* 
ry  thing  but  the  fundamentals  of  religion,  for  peace 
and  charity,  which  is  itf^lf  a  great  fundamental } 
Are  you  fo  well  agreed  among  yourfelve8,as  to  know 
what  you  would  be  at,  and  to  have  but  one  datalogue 
of  demands  ? 

As  for  us>  if  our  candour  and  nooderation  hitherto 
are  not  a  fufficient  defence  for  us  before  the  imparti^ 
al  world,  nor  encouragement  enough  to  yon  to  hope 
for  every  reafonable  compliance,  on  Our  part,  we  can 
do  no  more,  either  to  juflify  ourfelves  or  fatisfy  you. 
But  this  1  will  be  bold  to  fay,  that  for  one.ftep  you 
make  towards  peace,  you  will  always  find  us  ready 
to  make  two,  provided  no  facrifice  is  to  be  made  ta 
that  peace,  either  of  fcriptural  truths  or  of  what 
Chrift  aud  his  apoftles  have  eftablifhed.  In  all  things 
elfe  you  may  be  gratified,  as  (bon  as  ever  you  afe 
agreed  among  yourfelves,  and  have  given  fucb))roofs 
M  m4  as 
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as  rea(bn  and  chnftianity  require,  of  the  good  tem- 
per and  candour  of  your  own  hearts. 
'  But  tttt  this  can  be  done,  or  rather  to  promote  th\s 
as  much  as  in  you  lies,  let  brotherly  love  and  ten- 
dernefs  towards  us^take  place  of  jealoufy  and  diftafte 
in  your  hearts.     Let  indifierent  things  be  thought  of 
with  due  indifferency.     Let  tbe  peace  of  God  which 
faffetball  undtrjiandin^^  both  of  divines  and  ftatefmen^ 
teach  you  the  infinite  fweets  and  '  beauty  of  peace, 
among  men.    In  imitation  of  the  meek  and  merdfa! 
Jelus,  wbo  loved  us^  and  gave  bimfelffrr  uSy  let  us  Idvp 
and  girt  ourfelves  for  one  another.     And  //  there  h 
awi  cotrfolatum  in  Chrift^  if  any  comfort  of  love^  if  any 
fefbnvftripof  tbe  Spirit  ^  if- anj  bowels  and  mercies ;  fulfil 
ye  both  your  owli  joy  and  ours,  that  ye  be  like  minded^ 
having  the  fame  love^  being  of  one  accord,  of  one  mind. 
Let  nothing  be  done  through  firtfe  or  vain  glory ^  but  in 
Imdinefs  of  mind  let  each  ^nm  the  other  better  than  ibem-- 
felvts.     Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things,  but  every 
man  aljb  on  tbe  things  of  vthers.    Do  all  things  without 
murmurings  and  difputings 

But  tMi  we  may  all  of  us  be  the  better  diipofed 
to  follow  this  excellent  advice  of  the  apoftle,  let  us^ 
refleft  a  little  on  the  circumftances'we  are  in.  Our 
religion  itfclf  is  ftruck  at  by  the  Deifts,  and  the  fun- 
damentals of  it  by  the  Arians  and  Sociiiians.  Our 
liberties,  both  religious  and  civil,  are  attacked  by  the 
Pope,  and  a  Popifh  Pretender.  Tbefe  adver&ries 
are  none  of  them  deftitute  of  zeal,  art,  or  power  Xf> 
hurt  us  Is  this  a  time  my  brethren  to  fall  out  with 
one  another,  about  things  indifferent  ?  Be  aflured 
there  is  a.tinfturc  of  irreligion  in  our  contcntio'^s,  or 
we  could  not  (o  impiouily  put  truth  and  charity  to* 
the  hazard,  for  prejudices  fo  very  childish  as  ours  •, 
tnd  if  temporal  things  may  be  mentioned  with  fpt- 
ritual^  we  (hall  prove  ourfelves  as  b«<d  fons  to  our 
country  as  to  the  church,  unlefs  we  quickly  unite,  if 
not  in  religious  fcntimcnts,  at  lead  in  religious  af- 
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feftions  towards  one  another.  We  ought  fcrioufly  to 
Confider  what  infinite  itiifchiefs  often  arife  from  trif- 
ling caufcs,  .magnified  by  groundlels  prejudices,  and 
an  untoward  temper  of  mihd.    The  laft  independent 
Duke  of  Burgundy  owed  the  ruin  of  himfeu  and  his 
family,  and  France  her  grandeur,  to  a  quarrel  be- 
tween that  prince  and  the  Swifs,  which  began  about 
a  load  of  (heep  Ikins.     Not  more  important  to  the 
eye  of  a  manly  and  unprejudiced  underftandin^  do 
thoffe  thitigs  appear,  I  mean  thofe  religious  differ- 
ences, for  which  we  fell  out  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  firft.    Had  France  then  been  in  a  condition  to 
take  advantage  of  our  diftradtions,  this  kingdom 
might  long  fince  have  been  a  province  of  that     And 
is  it  Aot  poifible  our  diflentions  may  again  embroil  us, 
at  a  time  when  that  ambitious  monarchy  fhall  be 
more  at  leifure  to  ftrike  in  ?  We  want  nothing  but 
good  agreement  to  make  us  a  match  for  her  or  the 
moft  powerful  of  our  other  neighbours,  and  to  ren- 
der us  the  mqfl  happy  people  in  the  world.    But  our 
divifions  which  once  tore  us  all  to  pieces,  and  fheath- 
ed  our  fwords'  in  one  anothers  bowels,  may  poffibly 
do  the  fame  again  ;  at  leaft  we  have  reafon  to  fear, 
and  our  enemies  to  hope,  they  may.  Hence  diflrult 
and  dread,  hence  wcaknefs  and  cowardice  on  our 
fide ;  and  hence  a  continual  invitation  to  bold  en- 
croachments on  theirs.     We  have  no  one  power  on 
the  continent  to  attack  us,  either  in  church  or  flate, 
who  hath  not  a  party  among  us,  from  whom  he  may 
hope  for  afBflance.     Bcfides,  there  is*  this  unhappy 
peculiarity  in  every  one  of  our  parties,  that  it  is 
double,  and  forms  both  a  feft,  in  regard  to  religion, 
and  a  faftion,  in  regard  to  the  flate.     This  multi- 
plies the  handles  by  which  our  enemies  may  lay  hold 
of  us,  and  confequcnily  our  fears.  Is  he  a  Chriflian, 
is-  he  a  patriot,  is  he  a  wife  or  an  honeft  man,  who 
will  not  do  his  utmoft  to  bring  us  out  of  a  fituation 
fo  every  way  dangerous  and  fliocking  ?  No,  were  he  a. 
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Chrifiian,  he  would  fepl  more  warmth  for  the  gene- 
ral intereft  of  his  religion  than  for  the  detached  ad- 
vantage of  his  perfiiafion^  fhould  they  at  apy  time 
happen  to  come  in  competition.  Were  he  a  patriot^ 
he  would  coiifiilt  the  happihefi  of  his  country,  not 
the  advancement  of  a  fa^ion.  Were  he  a  wife  or 
an  honeft  man,  he  would  labour  to  the  uttermoft  of 
his  power  to  unite  and  llrengthen  that  community 
which  hath  proteAed,  and  ftill  protedls  him,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  every  thing  he  holds  either  iacred  or 
dear  to  him.  Were  he  all,  or  any  of  thelib,  unanU 
mity,  in  the  balance  either  of  his  underftandins  or 
heart,  would  outweigh  ten  thoufand  non-eflentiaTs. 

To  draw  towards  an  end,  give  me  leave,  my  DtC* 
fenting  brethren,  to  obfcrve  to  you,  that  as  to  the 
ftbjcft  of  conformity,  you  are  reducible  to  twoclaf- 
fcs;  the  firft,  of  thofe  who  think  the  differences  be- 
tween you  and  the  eftablifhed  church  iufficiently  ma- 
terial to  juftify  a  reparation ;  the  other,  of  fuch  as 
lay  no  great  (Irefs  on  thofe  dif]R:rences,  either  through 
ignorance  of  their  merits,  or  becaufe*  they  eftcenj 
them  matters  of  no  great  confequence,  and  there* 
fore  do  not  continue  to  diflent  Co  much  on  account 
of  thofe  differences,  as  merely  becaufe  they  are  un- 
willing or  afliamed  to  quit  the  way  of  worftiip  they 
were  brought  up  in.    Indulge  me  with  a  flioft  ap- 
pPication  to  each. 

And  firft,  let  me  humbly  and  earneftly  befcech 
you,  who  look  on  the  difference  between  us  as  mate- 
rial, fairly  and  calmly  to  weigh  thofe  differences  a- 
gainft  the  fin  of  fchifm,  and  the  infinite  mifchiefs, 
both  fpiritual  and  temporal,  that  do  or  may  arife 
from  it.  When  this  is  done,  confider  with  the  like 
candour,  whether  we  differ  about  any  thing  of  real 
moment,  (I  fpeak  to  you  only  who  ag^ree  with  us  in 
fundamentals)  excepting  the  fmgle  pomt  of  church 
government  j  whether  Chrift  himfelf  did  not  govern 
the  church  epifcopally ;  whether  he  gave  us  any  rea- 
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ion.  to  think  be  intended  thi^  method  of  government 
fhould  be  altered  on  his  leaving  the  worlds  whether 
he  did  not  rather  entail  it  on  the  church  hy  fending 
bisapoftJe$j  as  bis  Father  bad  Tent  .bim\  whether  they 
did  not  adually  purfue  the  fame  jptan ;  whether  Ti- 
mothy and  Titus  were  not  oonftituted  real  bifhops, 
with  authority  over  prefbyters  and  deacons  by  St. 
t^aul  \  wheth^  it  does  not  clearly  appear  from  the 
firft  epifllc  of  this  apoftle  to  Timothy,  that  he,  Ti- 
mothy,  was  to  fee  that  proper  perlbns  were  appointed 
both  for  prefbyters  and  deacons,  and  to  govern  the 
prefbyters,  tho'  there  called  bifhops;  whether  this 
does  not  demonftrate  three  orders  in  the  churchy  firft 
of  Timothy,  fecondly  of  the  pre(byters,  and  thirdly 
of  the  deacons;  whether  that  holy  martyr  St.  Igna- 
tius, who  was  the  immediate  difciple  of  St.  John,  and 
whofe  writing/s  were  a  long   time  read  in  many 
churches,  as  next  in  authority  to  fcripture,  does  not, 
in  his  epiftle  to  the  Magnefians,  and  elfewhere,  plain* 
]y  diflinguifh  the  (ame  three  orders,  alfign  th^  fub- 
ordination  of  the  two  lafl:  to  the  firft,  and  tecbpical- 
ly  fix  their  titulary  appellations  ^  whether  what  he  (o 
delineates  in  this  behalf,  is  not  evidently  traced  in 
the  praftice  of  all  churches  down  to  the  reformation ; 
whether  at  that  period  many,  reformers  ignoraptly 
blaming  epifcopacy  for  that  which  Popery  the  oppreu 
for  of  epifcopacy,  had  done,  did  not  proceed  rather 
by  pique  and  prejudice  than  by  rea(bn  or  authority^ 
fcriptural  or  traditional,  in  reje^ling  the  epi(copaI  or- 
der;  whether  reformers,  already  as  much  heated  a- 
gainft  former  abufes  and  ufurpatiops,  as  the  Papifta 
were  bigoited  to  them,  may  not  be  as  reafonably  fuC 
peAed  of  prejudice  in  throwing  out,  as  we  in  re- 
taining this  order;  whether  the  merits,  as  to  this, 
can  ever  be  decided  by  our  prcconceptbns  of  cither 
fide  ;  or  by  inviduoufly  ripping  up  old  fores,  or  by 
bitter  invectives  againft  particular  bifhops,  or  in  fliort 
by  any  other  method  than  that  of  a  cool  difpaffion- 
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ate  appeal  to  fcriptnral  authority,  explained  by  the 
pra£tice  of  antiqu)  ty.  After  having  maturely  vrci^- 
cd  thefc  things,  w^e  beg  of  you  then  ferioufly  tooon- 
fider  in  the  laft  place,  whether  any  fet  of  Chriftians 
can  warrantably  lay  afide  the  fucceffion  of  orders, 
fo  plainly  founded  by  Chrift  himfelf,  and  fo  longre- 
ligioufly  kept  up  by  all  his  churches;  and  begin 
a  new  fucccflion,without  even  the  colour  of  neceflity. 

As  to  you,  who  regard  this  and  the  other  differ- 
ences between  ypuriclves  and  us,  as  nothing,  fiircly 
you  muft  look  on  peace  and  unity  on  one  fide,  and 
fchifin  on  the  other,  as  lefs  than  nothing,  if  you  con- 
tinue to  diflent.  Nay,  if  you  have  a  lufficient  rea- 
(bn  (and  certainly  the  far  greater  number  of  you  have) 
to  tbinK  yourfelves  incompetent  judges  of  the  me- 
rits, your  fafeft  way  muft  be  to  join  with  the  efta- 
blifhment,  becaufe  by  that  means  you  avoid  the  fin 
of  fchifin  at  leaft^  which  muft  be  a  great  and  rea! 
fin  in  you,  while  you  diflcnt,  let  the  merits  lie  on 
which  nde  they  will,  fincc  you  are  confcious  of  yoiir 
own  inability  to  (ee  where  they  lie. 

I  could  fay  a  great  deal  more  on  this  affcdb'ng  fub- 
]d& ;  but  having  perhaps  already  trefpaf&d  too  far 
on  your' patience,  1  (hall  here  conclude,  with  car- 
neftly  befccching  the  God  of  peace  and  love,  to  lead 
us,  in  the  unity  of  the  Spirit,  to  a  right  underftand- 
ing,  and  a  meek  and  brotherly  difpofition  in  all 
things,  to  the  glory  of  our  holy  religion,  and  its  ble(s- 
ed  author,  to  whom,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
Ghofti  be  all  might,  majefty,  dignity,  and  domini- 
on, now  and  for  evermore.    Amen. 


DIS. 


DISCOURSE  xxvn. 

The  Cafe  of  Proteftant  Refugees  from 
France  confidered. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

Some  years  ago,  when  the  French  ProteSants  fled  fiom  pcrfc- 
ctttion  in  their  own  country,  to  liberty  and  protedion  in  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  fled  in  foch  nnmberB,  and  moft  of  them 
ib  indigent,  that  immediate  fobfiftence  became  dombtfqi;  the  au- 
thor drew  up  this  difcourfe  with  an  intention  to  preach  it  circu^- 
larly  at  the  afiizes  throughout  the  province  of  Ulfter.  This  in- 
tention he  fubmitted  to  a  fociety,  then  formed  in  Dublin,  on  the 
(ame  principle  of  charity.  Some  however  of  that-  fociety  having 
objefted,  that  the  biftopt  would  notconfentto  aprocecdios.tb 
uncommon,  the  deiign  was  over-ruled,  and  the  dUcourfe  thercS>re 
never  preached. .  The  author  nevcrthelefs  believes,  his  readers  will 
judge  the  matter  and  tendency  of  the  difcourfe  not  wholly  ufelefs. 
as  long  as  refuge  (hall  Sill  be  fpnght  here  by  our  Proteftant  breth* 
ren  on  the  like  oocafion. 


Heb.  xiii.  z. 
B<  not  forgetful  to  entertain  fir  angers. 

BEFORE  I  enter  on  the  fubjeft  of  this  dif- 
courfe, wherein  I  propofe  to  recommend  our 
Proteftant  brethren,  who  fly  hither  from 
France  lo  avoid  the  cruelties  of  a  Popifh  perfecuti- 
on,  to  your  further  benevolehte  and  afliftance  ;  give 
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me  leave  to  obferve,  that,  finguiar  as  I  may  feem  ta 
ibme  in  what  I  am  doing,  no  fenfiUe  or  religious 
hearef,  I  believe,  will  think  my  attempt  itfelf  needs 
343  9p<4ogu  tHiJcfs  it  if  frora  t^is  opnfiderauon,  tlu| 
piety  and  goodneis  in  diftrefs  can  want  no  advocate 
with  the  pious  and  the  good.  £^ltho*  it  ia  certain* 
this  undertaking  fpeaks  urfScientfy  for  itielf,  it  may 
neverthelefe  appeiir  (^rnowbat  unGCMiih  in  one  fo  in- 
confiderable  and  fo  h'ttle  known. 

But  when,  in  jyftifiLQation  of  myfelf,  I  (hall  have 
told  you,  that  I  was  born  and  bred  in  the  vicinity  of 
that  French  colony,  which  gave  us  the  linen  trade ; 
that  for  Ibme  years  pad,  I  have  had  a  better  opportu* 
nity  of  knowing  the  people  I  fpcak  for,  than  any 
man  perhaps  who  hears  me  hath  had ;  and  that  I 
have  not  only  known  them  to  be  a  people  of  great 
probity  and  worth,  but  have  been  more  indebted  to 
the  friendfhips  wherewith  ibme  of  them  have  ho- 
noured me,  than  I  am  able  to  exprefs;  when  thefe 
things,  I  fkyj  are  told  you,  your  own  ientiments  of 
gratitude  will  juftifv  and  ajqsrove  of  mine ;  and  you 
will  be  well  pleafed,  purfuant  to  the  generous  inten- 
tions that  drew  you  hither  on  this  occalion,  to  hear 
me  on  a  fubjed  every  way  aflfedting,  with  that  in- 
dulgence which  your  humanity  is  prepared  to  dic- 
tate, and  my  defe<5ts  may  require. 

Yott  are  hare  affambladi  it  is  to-be  prefumed,  ra- 
ther previoufly  reiblved  to  obey  the  amiable  precept 
in  my  text,  than  to  hear  reafons  for  Co  doing.  Yet 
fuch  is  ever  the  property  of  a  good  heart,  that,  well 
as  it  is  difpofed  in  itfelf,  it  wifhes  for  new  induce- 
ments to  ftill  greater  degrees  of  beneficenc^  than  its 
prefent  ardors  prefcribe ;  and  therefore  readily  tarns 
its  compaiSonate  attention  to  the  object  where  thefe 
may  be  found ;  nay,  fearches  for  them  in  that  objefk 
with  as  much  care  as  the  hard  heart  (I  fpeak  boldly) 
docs,  for  felfiflx  pretences  to  arm  itfelf  with  againft 
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the  dmim  of  him  who  ^e  us  all,  and  the  moving 
cries  of  hnm^ui  nature  in  diftrefi. 

If  then  yoor  charity  only  looks  for  an  olgeft  to 
kindle  at,  and  an  opportunity  to  dilate  itfelf,  behold 
them  both  prefented  full  in  view,  with  every  cir- 
cumibince  that  ufually  works  the  ftrongeft  on  a  (bul 
like  yours !  They  are  human  creatures,  tied  to  you 
by  one  common,  one  tender  band  of  nature,  fo  mat 
you  caimot  but  be  hungry,  till  they  are  fupplied 
with  food ;  you  muft  be  filled  with  apprehenuons,  > 
till  their  fears  of  perifhing  for  want  of  fuftenance  are 
removed.  They  are  your  fellow-chriftians,  united  to 
you  in  the  fame  body  of  Chrift ;  your  heart  feels 
for  them,  as  they  are  men ;  and  your  confeience,  as 
they  are  chriftians :  you  feel  their  diftrefs  thro'  Chrift 
your  Saviour,  who  fuffers  in  their  affliAions.  How 
movingly  do  they  work,  at  once,  on  your  pity,  your 
love,  your  piety  f  Is  it  poflTible  to  raife  this  anedion 
higher  ?  Yes,  when  I  put  you  in  mind  that  they  are 
Proteflants,  you  cannot  but  feel,  as  the  objeA  is 
brought  nearer  to  you,  and  is  confidered  as  the  next 
adjoining  member  of  Chrift,  a  more  interefting 
warmth  for  it.  This  proceeds,  not  (b  much  from 
your  preferring  the  name  of  a  Proteftant  to  that  of 
a  Chrtftian,  as  from  a  full  conviction,  that  thefe  men 
have  proved  themfelves  to  be  true  Chriftians,  by 
their  inviolable  adherence  to  the  reformation,  in 
fpight  of  every  calamity^  every  terror. 

From  the  horrible  cffeAs  of  a  cruel  perfccution 
(which,  God  be  praiied,  you  can  only  imagine)  from 
confi{cati6ns,  from  dungeons,  from  racks,  from  fire, 
thefe  your  brethren  fly  for  refuge  to  your  arms  ;  and 
it  is  juftly  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  the  all-feeing 
eyes  6f  God  behold  any  thing  in  this  world  more  plea- 
fing  to  him  than  thofe  arms,  extended  to  embrace 
them,  to  feed,  to  clothe,  to  protcft  them,  at  once, 
from  the  fury  of  their  unnatnral  countrymen,  from 
the  inclemency  of  this  untoward  climate,  and  from 
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all  the  miferies  of  poverty  ami  Batiiflunetit  together. 
In  this  lovely  attitude  you  (hare  the  merits^  without 
the  pain,  of  their  fidelity  to  Chrift ;  bfomiidi  that  it 
is  noteafy  to  fay^  whether  we  (hould  niore  cfteem 
their  fufTering,  or  your  protecting  virtues!  How  ho- 
nourable are  the  former!  how  beautiful  the  latter! 
Go  on,  dearly  beloved  in  Chrift  Jefiis,  add  let  theic 
your  brethren  fee,  that  charity,  divine  charity,  is 
ftronger  in  you,  than  diabolical  malice  in  their  bigot- 
.  ted  perfecutors.  Let  it  not  be  faid,  that  a  faUe  reli- 
gion in  any  fet  of  men  can  fafter  opprc^,  than  the 
true  one  in  you,  can  relieve. 

Did  thefe  refugees  run  from  a  bad  country,  to  a 
better ;  or  from  poverty  at  home,  to  riches  iOMroad  ; 
we  might  have  (bme  realbn  to  fufped,  either  the  prin- 
ciples for  which  they  are  barralTed,  or  the  fincerity  of 
their  attachment  to  them. 

But  when  we  not  only  know  their  principles  to  be 
the  fame  with  our  own,  but  that  of  all  men,  they  are 
the  moft  national,  probably  becaufe  bom  and  bred 
up  in  one  of  the  fineft  countries  on  the  globe ;  and 
that  they  are  forced  to  leave  all,  or  a  great  part  of 
what  they  poifefled,  behind  them ;  to  what  can  we 
aicribe  their  removal  hither,  and  into  other  pans  of 
the  world,  where  they  are  to  ftruggle  with  a  ftill 
harflier  air,  and  a  lefs  relenting  foil,  excepting,  to 
an  honeft  zeal  for  the  tru(h,  and  a  conference  that 
cannot  bend  to  the  world }  A  people,  lefs  fond  of 
their  native  country,  could  not  have  made  fo  great 
a  facrifice  to  their  religion.  In  this  light,  they  have 
a  right  to  be  confidered  as  confeflbrs,  and  to  be  both 
trufted  and  treated,  by  us  at  leaft,  as  fucb.  It  is 
for  Chrift  they  fuffer;  and  if  we  are  Chriftians,  wc 
muft  love,  we  muft  pity,  we  muft  relieve  ihcm.  You 
will  be  as  well  plcafcd,  I  believe,  as  1  was,  with  the 
behaviour  of  a  French  gentlewoman,  brought  fron> 
Bourdeaux  to  Portfmouth,  by  a  fca  captain  of  my  ac- 
quaintance. Her  fpirit  and  turn  of  mind  will  fo  apt- 
ly 
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ly  ftrve  tochtrsAciife  thofe  ofber  countrymeB, that^ 
to  fayt  %  0QMtQr  oxpepoe  of  words  for  that  pur- 
|iQfe»  I  (haU  take  the  liberty  to  fet  her  before  you,  aa 
the  reprefcmative  of  the  r^. 

Thia  excellent:  wonuu^  harinK  found  means  to 
(mm  her  fortune,  wluoh  wa9  coimderahley  into  je«^- 
<lla»  waa  in  the  night  time  oonreyed  on  board  the 
fliip  of  my  friend,  widi  aU  flie  waa  vrotth  In  %  Httle 
caflwt.  Never  was  the  mind  of  a  human  creature  lb 
fsoked  with  fears  and  aaxieftiea,  tlH  the  (hit^  was  un- 
der fiul.  But  (he  no  iboner  fiiw  herfelf  fimrly  diien- 
gs^ed  from  the  country  which  (he  lored  bdlt,  and 
WMfeihe  had  l^t  all  her  relations,  than  her  fpirits 
b^an  10  rife»  ^nd  discover  that  kind  of  joy^  which 
Qlhecs,  after  a  long  abience,  teftifyon  their  approach 
iq  the  [^ce  of  their  nativity  and  educatioo.  Tins 
pkafing  fenfation  gave  figna  of  gradpal  encreafe,  as 
Ae  drew  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  fituation  fhe  h^ 
chofen  for  her  bani(hment.  The  moment  (he  was 
Winded,  (he  threw  berielf  on  faer  6ice  among  the  mud ; 
and  while,  without  the  leaft  regard  ehbev  to  the  ibal- 
ne6  of  the  fpot,  or  the  remarks  of  thofii  who  (aw 
her,  (he  kiOfod  the  dirty  ground,  and  grappled  it 
with  her  fingers,  ble^d  land  of  liberty !  (he  qried« 
have  t  at  laft  attained  my  wifhes^  Yes,  gmdous  God 
(raiflng  heifelf  to  her  knees,  and  fpreading  her  hands 
to  heeven)  \  thank  thoe  for  this  deliverance  fvom  a 
tyranny  exercii^d  on  my  conicience,  and  for  {facing 
me  where  thou  alone  art  to*  reign  over  it  by  tbj 
wor<i,  till  I  fliall  lay  down  my  head  ia  this  beloved 
eftrdb 

How  bvely  a  fight  wa^  this,  e(peciaity  to  the  eyes 
of  an  fingli(bmsn  ?  Now,  akho'  every  French  refi^ 
gee  does  not  give  flgns  ef  equal  tranfporton  landing 
among  ua,  sad  for  a  mtlanoholy  rea£;n,  becaofe  be 
comes  (iripl  perhaps  of  all  his  worldly  pofleffions, 
and  uncertain  where  he  (hall  look  for  the  neeeflaries 
of  life;  yet  does  he  net  come  with  the  fame  (enti* 
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ments  of  religion }  And  as  it  is  to  be  prefumed^  fince 
he  IS  deftitute  of  all  fupport,  and  appears  by  hisper- 
ibn^  anderftanding,  atid  behaviour,  to  have  for- 
merly lived  in  (bme  condition;  that  he  hath  made  a 
greater  fiicrifice  to  cooicience,  than  the  lady  menti* 
oned  was  obliged  to  do,  ought  we  not  ro  look  upon 
him  with  at  leaft  equal  efteem  and  afiedion  ?  Ought 
mi  Qiar  abundance^  now  at  ibis  timey  to  be  afupplyfor  bis 
wantf  that  by  the  experiment  of  tbis  mituftration  be  may 
gbrify  God  .fir  our  profeffed  fuhjeOion  unto  tbegofpel  of 
Cbrt^j  and  for  our  liberal  difinbution  unto  bim^  and  unto 
aUtnflij  circcimftanced  as  he  is  ? 
.  It  is  objedted,  i  know,  by  (bme,  that  thefe  men, 
having,  been  bred  prefbyterians,  ought  not  to  be  too 
much  encouraged,  becaufe  they  encreafe  the  number 
of  .our.diflenters,  in  {H-oportion  as  they  fettle  among 
us ;  and  confequendy,  in  the  ftme  proportion  endan- 
ger the  eftablifliment,  by  that  acceffion  of  ftrength, 
which  they  give  to  thofe  who  do  not  love  it. 

Too  many,  it  is  to  be  feared,  of  thefe  otjedtm^, 
have  little  chriftianity  themfelves,  or  they  could  not 
tlunkof  thus. (hutting  their  hearts  againftfuch  men 
as  have  proved  thenifelves  true  chriftians.  It  is,  and 
I  hope  ever  jw  ill  be,  the  glory  of  our  church,  that, 
aliho*  no  other,  fince  the  purity  of  the  firft  ages, 
hath  ^afforded  lefs  pretence  to  deflenters,  (he  hath, 
jQotwithftanding,  always  allowed  more  freedom  and 
tndirigence  to'  thofe  who  differed  from  her,  than 
other  churches  have  done.  Her  only  aim  hath  ever 
been,  to  make  real  chriftians,  both  in  feith  and  prac- 
tice, of  all  her  members.  Such  (he  gladly  receives 
to  communion;  and  when,  thro*  their  infirmities  and 
prejudices,  Ihe  cannot  receive,  (he  (belters  and  pro- 
tects them..  Sojufi,  and  Co  truly  chriftian  hath  her 
cpndud  always  been,  and  I  truft,  will  ever  be,  to- 
wards the  French  refugees ;  who,  in  their  turn,  have 
in  all  refpcfts  (hewn  them(elves  worthy  of  her  indul- 
gence.   Jn  the  prefentfcarcity  of  true  believers^  fhe 
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is  ftiU  farther  than  ever,  from  preferring  herfelf  to 
the  church  of  Chrift  at  large,  or  hardening  her  heart 
againft  his  tried,  his  faithful  fervants,  merely  on  ac- 
count of  their  fcniples,  howfbever  trifling  or  ground* 
left  they  may  appear  to  be.  He  is  therefore  no  true 
Ton  of  this  church,  whatfoever  he  may  pretend,  or 
even  in  good  earneft  think,  who  is  for  (hutting  the 
doors  of  charity  againil  the  oppreiled,  againft  fuch 
as  have  given  up  their  country,  and  all  that  was  dear 
to  them  in  this  world,  to  preferve  their  confciences. 
Nor  can  he  be  a  member  of  Chrift's  church,  who  is 
not  ready,  as  Chrift  was,  to  help  every  human- crea- 
ture in  diftrefs,  whether  agreeing,  or  differing  with 
him  in  principles.  What  right  can  he  have  to  talk 
of  churches,  who  wants  the  charadteriftic  charity  of 
a  chriftian«  and  confequently  is  of  no  church  p 

But  to  the  honour  of  the  refugees,  and  for  the  fa- 
tisfailion  of  fuch,  as,  through  an  honeft  love  to  our 
church,  regard  them  with  fome  coldnefi,  becaufc 
they  do  not  immediately  conform ;  it  ought  tp  be 
obfervcd,  that  they  diflent  not  out  of  ftubbornels  or 
perverfity,  but  merely  in  confcquence  of  the  educa- 
tion they  had  received  ;  that  indeed  they  cannot  im- 
mediately conform,  inafmuch  as  they  come  hither 
wholly  unacquainted  with  our  language ;  and  that, 
after  they  have  attained  to  fome  knowlege  of  that 
language,  they  feldom  or  never  communicate  with 
our  native  diflTenters ;  but  either  keep  up  their  own 
congregations,  that  they  may  afford  their  new  coun- 
trymen an  opportunity  of  ferving  God  in  the  only 
language  they  underftahd  ;  or  come  over  to  the  ef- 
tablitlied  church  by  hundreds  every  year,  and  by 
their  unfeigned  piety  and  virtue,  rank  themlclves 
with  the  very  beft  members  (he  can  boaft  of.  But 
even  during  their  ftate  of  reparation  from  our  com- 
munion, are  they  not  religious  and  honeft  men  ?  And 
if  ihey  are,  (hall  we  not  be  vile  diflenters  ourfelves, 
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if  ffpfn  an  att4qh<nf p^  ^  ardent  9§  tih^ire,  to  its  fun- 
ditpenlal  pfiqcipltf,  ^e  d?i  npf  WP?<I  the  e^ceoii^i. 
fipati§n  9f  tv^iy  Yirt4$^  iVccQrdiogly,  tfie  lives  .of 
thf  fe  Rif n  ^^ye  nftitWr  4w?(  ^ny  dilboppur  to  th^ir 
prinf:i|^e^  gordif^rai^ipt^dourexpfdt^^ioDS.  Heoce 
H  ifc  ihV  t  fiW  t>9lwy  ^pp?4  \o  the  experience  of 
?¥«ry  on?  >vhfl  kww  <hera»  vrhfAer,  in  point  of 
privatf,  m4  qivil  pr  fopi^l  yirtw,  th»y  haye  not,  %\\ 
alpqg^  fo  he^v^  tbcimfelvcsj  «5  todeferve  ow  lov?, 
our  cfte^pi  wd  coniid9Q^-  A?  to  thdr  private  vir- 
tues, 9re  they  not  (b^er^  mpdeft>  indud^iop^^  and 
honed  ?  ]L^t  v^  candidly  (e^oUe^,  how  few  in- 
ftances,  pver  fwc  the  6te  f^yolvitign,  of  vile  or 
profliga,te  perfons  haviq  t^en  ftpmnd  aniong  tfa^m* 
throughout  the  nation.  Thf  y  do  not  profane  Gpd^s 
name  or  his  (abb^th  ;  they  do  not  diripk,  dc;bauch9 
or  g^me ;  they  dp  ppt  qusM'rQl  or  break  the  peace^ 
like  pth^r  i^n^  Th^y  n^v^r  meddle  with  other 
people's  i^ftin^p  but  when  they  gre  called  \  and  then 
they  (hew  themfelves  to  be  men  of  integrity  and  hu- 
mwity,  Th«y  do  not  oyc^fbc^ri  nor  affeft  pwrade, 
like  their  popi(h  countrymen*;  bvit  conBpe  thenokfel^es 
to  their  own  bufipeis,  which,  in  the  midft  of  a  truly 
chriftiiU)  fimplicity  of  mapners^  they  pur^ie  with  ad- 
mirable addre^  ^nd  fkill«  to  the  great  advantage, 
not  only  of  thenofelves,  but  of  the  nation  in  gene- 
ral. The  n^anagement  of  their  gardens,  houfes  and 
tables,  ^prd  us  an  iifeful  example  of  neatnela  and 
good  oeconofny ;  and  teaches  us  to  live  better  than 
we  otherwife  cpuld  have  done,  and  %ji  leii  ezpence* 
Their  natural  complaiftnce  may  help  to  polifh  our 
too  great  plainnefs ;  and  that  perpetual  vivacity,  for 
which  they  are  remarkable,  n»ay  ferve  to  temper  the 
gloomy  and  melancholy  turn  of  mind  \ye  complain 
ib  much  of  in  ourfclv^s.    It  is  perhaps  for  thdc,  as 
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well  as  ether  Ids  obvicms  reafons,  that  he  who  go- 
verns the  wt>rld,  and  often,  with  a  wife  and  gracious 
inteatioi!,  mixes  the  nations  of  the  earth  together, 
hath  ftnt  them  into  thefe  countries^  wherein,  it  is 
manifeft  to  every  common  obferver,  they  have  al- 
ready done  at  leaft  as  much  good,  as  they  have  re- 
ceived. 

This^  I  (ay,  is  rpanifeft  to  any  one  who  refletSts 
on  their  civil  or  ibei&l  virtues,  and  confiders  them  as 
meniibers  6f  the  community.  They  are,  all  of  them, 
faft  friends  to  the  cdnftitution,  and  remarkably  a- 
menable  to  the  laws.  We  have  never  had  f  ea(bn 
to  be  (brry  for  the  confidence  repofed  in  fuch  or 
them  as  hitve  been  advanced  to  places  of  truft.  They 
have  (hewn  them(elves  brave  and  faithful  in  the  ar- 
my ;  jlift  and  impartial  in  the  magi(iracy.  For  the 
truth  of  the  former  affertion,  the  noble  carriage  of 
Sir  John  Ligonier^  is  a  fufEcient  vpncbef )  and  for 
that  of  the  latter^  the  mayorality  of  Alderman  Por- 
ter. Did  any  of  them  ever  fell  or  betray  us,  as 
fbme  among  ourfelves  have  done  f  h  is  much  to 
their  honour^  thdt,  out  of  fo  many  of  them  employ- 
ed in  the  lower  ftations  of  the  church,  thie  army,  &c« 
fcarcelv  any  have  been  wanting  to  their  duty )  and 
that  ot  fo  few  advanced  to  pofts  of  high  dignity  and 
truflt  the  majority  have  carried  ofif  the  general  ap- 
plaufe  of  a  people  naturally  aver^  to  the  French. 

And  liere  it  is  worth  obferving,  that  the  coldne(s 
(hewn  to  them  by  too  many  among  us,  is  chiefly 
owing  to  the  national  qUarrel,  and  a  moft  groUndlefs 
(ufpicion,  that  the(fe  refugees  Rill  love  the  country 
they  have  left,  better  thaa  this  which  they  live  in.  It 
is  true,  they  love  the  country  that  give  them  birth, 
education,  and  all  their  former  attachments.  This 
however  is  but  natural.  Yet  ought  we  not  to  re- 
gard them  the  more  on  this  account  ?  Is  he  likely 
to  love  that  place  he  never  (aw,  till  he  was  advanced 
in  years,  and  began  perhaps  to  difrelifh  the  whole 
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world,  through  the  hope  of  a  more  abiding  axmtrjr, 
who,  in  all  the  warmth  of  a  youthful  heart,  could 
cootrad  DO  afiedioD  for  that  of  his  nadvity  ?     They 
lore  France ;  but  diey  love  thefe  nations  better,  be- 
caufe  here  diey  can  eojoy  that  liberty  and  that  reli- 
gion, which  they  gave   up  France  for.     For  the 
truth  <^  this,  I  will  appeal  to  a  trial  that  cannot  de- 
ceive us,  1  mean,  thdr  behaviour  in  all  our  wars 
with  the  French.    Brave  as  the  Engliih  have  always 
fhewn  themicives  to  be,  are  the  French  Proteftants 
a  iin^e  irxh  behind  them  in  any  batde  with  the 
French  Papifk  ?    Do  they  not  bear  up  to  thofe  op* 
preflbrs  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  with  an  ani- 
mofit}'  truly  Engliih  ?    In  cafes  of  another  nature, 
vx  Gti^h  msi  to  judge  by  the  appearance^  but  ought  to 
judge  rtgbtetms  judgment.     In  this  we  may  fafely  truft 
to  the  appearance,  becaufe  the  very  appearance  is 
a  fad,  too  well  known,  and^  too  demonftrau  ve  of 
the  prindpie  we  wifti  for  in  thefe  men,  to  be  quefti- 
oned  by  fii(pidon  itfclf.     Let  them  therefore  love 
France  in  their  hearts ;  we  fee,  they  love  thefe  na- 
tions in  their  confciences;   and   the   whole  world 
knows,  their  codfdences  have  the  endre  alcendant 
over  their  hearts. 

Whether  they  love  us,  and  are  entitled  to  a  mutual 
return  of  afie^on,  may  be  bed  decided  by  thdr 
actions.     Whom  do  they  injure  ?     Whom  do  they 
not  oblige  and  ferve  to  the  uttermoft of  their  power? 
I  could  Uluftrate  what  I  here  infinuate,  with  a  thou- 
fand  endearing  inftances.     But  I  am  hurried  from 
the  agreeable  recolledion  by  the  fight  of  every  per- 
(bn  and  thing  about  me ;  which,  as  it  were,  with  one 
voice  remind  me  of  a  benefit  derived  to  us  from 
God,    through   thele  our    beft  earthly  friends,  too 
great,  and  (pardon  a  felfithnets  that  flows  from  gra- 
titude) too  interdling,  to  content  itfelf  \%itha  fhare 
only  of  my  attention.     Whence  came  thoie  genteel 
and  ornamental  dreilcs^  in  which  you,  the  wealthy  \ 

and 


fnm  France  ctmfidtrtd.  54.1 

ud  thof^  decent  and  comfortable  habits,  wher^n  you 
the  lower  ranks  of  roen^  appear  on  this  occafion  ? 
Who  covered  your  tables  witn  that  plenty,  wherc- 
unto  you  are  going  to  fit  down  ?  Who  doubled 
the  value  of  ail  your  lands,  and  trebled  that  of  their 
prodike?  What  is  it  that  gives  employment  and 
bread  to  the  poor,  formerly  abandoned  to  idlenefs, 
to  want,  and  rags  P  What  builds  the  ftateiy  houfes, 
lays  out  the  fpacious  gardens,  and  maintains  the 
fplendid  equipages,  of  the  rich  P  Is  it  not  the  linen 
trade,  which  yearly  brings  into  this  natioa  near  a 
million  in  well-paid  money  ?  And  who  gave  you 
that  trade  ?  Was  it  not  God,  who  gave  you  a  peace 
of  fixty-four  years,  and  the  French  refugees?  They, 
they  are  the  men  who  planted  this  trade  among 
us,  which,  in  the  fpacc  of  half  a  century,  hath  turn- 
ed our  wilderne(s  into  a  garden,  and  fpread  induftry 
where  floth,  plenty  where  poverty,  and  general 
culture  of  minds,  as  well  as  other  things,  wher^;  ftu^ 
pidity  and  barbarifm,  tyrannifed  before.  Ever  fa- 
cred  to  the  memory  of  thofe  princes,  and  of  our 
wife  and  worthy  fathers,  to  whofe  judicious  charities, 
laid  out  as  it  were  with  a  prophetic  fbrecaft,  on  thefec 
religious  ftrangers,  we  owe  it,  that  we  are  not  at  this 
day,  in  fuch  a  ftatc — as  I  tremble  even  to  fuppofe, 
and  am  afliamed  to  defcribe.  That  condition  there- 
fore, compared  with  this,  which  we  now  enjoy,  I 
leave  to  the  candid  refleckions  of  every  fennble 
hearer. 

Was  it  God  then,  and  his  faithful  fervants,  the 
French  Proieftants,  that  poured  the  prefent  bleffings 
on  us  ?  The  happy  fadl  is  too  notorious  to  need  a 
proof  And  now  I  will  fpcak  to  the  innermoft  heart 
of  every  one  who  hears  ihe  ;  it  is  God,  our  bounte- 
ous and  gracious  God,  who  fends  a  new  croud  of 
thcfe  very  men,  from  under  the  heel  of  a  double 
tyranny,  ftripr,  deftitute,  and  helplcfs,  to  the  doors 
of  thofe  houfes  which  their  countrymen  have  helped 
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to  tMr,  fbr  #«lief.    Methtiikfi^  I  hear  htm  tkytngy 
thefe  Are  my  erMtures »  feed  them.    Theft  are  yOfor 
fellow^hriftiMsy  tod  Mlowi-proteftftdtB  ^  emtmc^e 
them  M^tth  all  that  kfn  whkh  you  ptoMk  fdr  truths 
for  Uberfy^  and  for  iny  only^begotten  Con.  For  tbefe 
sneD,  thK>agH  whofe  bands  I  have  ftnt  you  fo  m^M^^ 
I  now  redemand  a  part  %  and  charge  you  by  all  tht 
ties  of  hortHOiity^  <n  religion,  and  of  gratitude,  both 
m  me,  and  theita,  to  fupply  their  neceffiti^  i  and  fo 
to  fupply  them,  that  your  kindneft  to  diem,  may 
imitate  mine  to  you,  and  that  I  may  find  no  occafioti 
to  repent  of  my  bountyi  as  thrown  away  oa  a  peo^* 
fits  fo  void  of  charity  and  piety,  that  even  a  con« 
ieifor  in  want  of  bread,  cannot  find  the  way  to  thett 
hearts.    Behold  I  it  is  more  than  a  mer^  imag^na^ 
tion,  that  Ood  thus  addrtfles  himfelf  to  us,   and 
ev^n  reprefentfi  himfelf  as  pining  for  want  in  thdfe 
his  fuffering  fervants.    lam  dn  bungrtd ;  givt  nu  meat. 
Jam  itir/fy  i  grve  me  drink.    I  am  naked;  cl&ib  me. 
I  amaftrangir\  take  me  in.     1  am  M  unrigbteaus  t$ 
frrget  your  labmtr  of  love^  ^bich  you  bavijbewid  tmvafds 
my  name^  in  ibatye  have  mini  fired  Uhto  tbe  faints^  and 
dD  minijkr.    He  tbat  ba$b  pity  upon  tbepM^  lendetb  uf^ 
so  me  \  and  that  Vfbicb  be  batb  given^  mil  I  pay  bim 
again^ 

No  other  call  to  charity  can  be  (b  ftroilg  as  this, 
which  taught  the  primitive  church,  not  to  wait  for 
pedboal  fohcitanons,  but  to  fend  their  alms  lAto  difl 
tant  countries.  In  thofc  days,  if  one  member  ofCbrift^s 
bodyfmffered,  all  tbe  members /offered  with  it.  So  cx- 
quifite  was  the  fenfatton  of  tfiis  ble(ftd  body  in  ita 
youths  that  a  chriftian  couid  feel  infinitely  farther 
than  he'could  (ee,  infbmuch,  that  while  he  was  in  Ma« 
cedoniaor  Achaia  he  was  in  pain,  till  be  had  relieved 
the .  diflrefles  of  another  in  Judea.  O  lovely  and 
glorious  (pirit !  Is  it  poffible,  that  we,  on  whom  the 
light  of  the  fame  golj>el  hath  ihone,  can  be  infen^^ 
liblc  to  the  miferies  of  our  fcliow*chriftians,  when 
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the  faty  of  {HStTcCtttibn  bath  drtvcn  theffl  from  thelf 
6wn  ediiutty,  arid  \M  them  nttked  atid  he)ple&  at 
our  very  ftit  ?  If  there  i$  any  man,  whom  the  near- 
ne&  of  fi>  gfeat  talaftilty  \i  not  able  to  melt,  W6 
diay  oonelude;  he  hath  not  that  (leaH  of  Defti,  whieh 
vifa^  pfon^ifed  to  the  chflfttan  -,  no.  but  an  heart  of 
ftone,  an  heart,  cutout,  and  Ihaped  for  him,  by  the 
enemy  of  all  good,  from  the  nether  mill-ftohe.    It 
is  that  cold,  that  unfeeling  heart,  which  perpetu- 
ally fumiflie^  him  y^ith  exeulbfi,  as  often  as  his  eon«* 
etirrenee  in  any  charitable  deflgn  is  applied  for.  Cha- 
rity, he  fays,  begins  at  home,  and  infifls,  like  one 
who  ferioully  intended  to  give  fomething  to  (bme- 
body,  that  we  ought  6rft  to  relieve  our  own  poor, 
before  we  think  of  helping  ftrangefd.     hit  in  the 
mean  time,  thisnatrow-hearted  wreteh  helps  nobody^ 
and  only  urges  his  ehurli^  proverb,  to  parry  thepre- 
fent  application,  for  with  him  eharity  really  neither 
begins,  nor  endi  at  home.    Bo  far  is  it  from  doing 
either,  that  you  (be  no  one  near  him,  whofe  face 
does  not  look  pale  and  blood  le{&,  for  want  of  bread. 
But  you  cannot  blame  him,  fince  he  hath  n#  charity 
for  himfelf,  which  ia  all  he  truly  means  liy,  home, 
but  half  ftarves  his  own  miferable  carcafe. 

God  be  prai(ed.  If  our  hearts  ard  as  good  as  our 
circumftancea,  we  fhali  find  the  way  to  relieve  thefe 
ftrangera,  without  neglecting  the  wants  of  our  own 
countrymen.  Iftut  which  of  them  ought  to  be  firft 
fupptied,  let  common  civility,  which  bids  us  help 
the  ftranger,  before  ourfelvcs,  determine.  If  how- 
ever, civility  is  not  to  have  its  vote  on  this  occafion, 
ncceffity  furely  mud  be  heard.  What  can  the  poor 
unknown,  who  is  diftitute,  difconfolate,  and  filled 
with  melancholy  apprehenfions,  do  in  a  counury, 
wh^e  he  knows  not  which  way  to  turn  him,  nor 
even  how  to  tell  his  diftrefs,  as  much -through  a  want 
of  beggarly  impudence,  as  Englifh  ?  Muft  he  pot 
prcfcntTy  pcrilh,  if  there  is  no  one  to  take  him  by 
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the  hand^  as  ibon  as  he  comes  on  fliore  ?    Bat  to 
wave  both  the  foregoing  arguments  for  this  prefer- 
ence, we  will  bring  the  douSt,  if  there  can  be  any^ 
to  be  decided  by  the  widely  dif&rent  merits  of  the 
parties  in  diftrels.    Our  poor  are,  generally  (peaking, 
reduced  to  want  by  nothing,  but  their  own  lazinete, 
extravagance,  and  difhonefty.    Whereas  they  whoii\ 
I  am  pleading  for,  are  reduced  fblely  by  their  ad- 
herence to  that  holy  religion,  which  we   ourielvcs 
profeis,  and  wifli  we  could,  with  the  help  of  every 
encouragement,  as  fteadily  reduce  to  pradice,    as 
they  do,  under  a  load  of  oppreffion  and  perfecution. 
What  we  give  to  our  own  poor,  is  thrown  into  a 
veflel  without  bottom,  and  turns  to  no  other  account^ 
at  leaft  in  this  world,  than  to  protract  a  life,  for 
which  the  community  cannot  reafonably  hope  to  be 
the  better.     But  if,  after  fupplying  the  neceflfities  of 
the  refugees,  we  give  them  never  fb  final  1  a  begin « 
nmgto  tirade  on,  thefe  poor  men  will  foon  pake  us 
rich,  and  convince  us,  that  our  money  was  not  be- 
ftowed,  but  lent  at  a  prodigious  interefl,  on  no  kfs 
fecurity  than  that  of  God  himfelf,  who  hath  blefled, 
and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  blefs,  thofe  men,  and 
all  that  aiTift  them. 

It  is  not  only  from  a  motive  of  chriftian  compafli- 
on,  but  on  account  alio  of  the  great  advantages 
which  a  people,  fo  fkilful  and  induftrious,  bring 
with  them,  where  ever  they  fettle,  that  all  the  Pro- 
teflant  nations  in  Europe  are  jufl  now  contending  for 
them,  and  out-bidding  one  another  in  the  encourage- 
ments they  offer  them.  I  need  not  fay,  that  we, 
who  have  gained  fo  much  by  them,  have  more  rea- 
ibn,  than  any  other  nation,  to  invite  and  cherifli 
them.  This  we  all  know  fo  well,  that  we  cannot 
help  looking  on  whatfoever  they  receive  at  our 
hands,  rather  as  the  payment  of  a  debt,  or  a  fund 
wifely  appropriated  to  the  public  profit,  than  as  a 
bounty.  It  is  not  indeed  ea(y  to  determine,  whether 
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they,  or  wc,  have  been  the  benefactors.  We  re- 
lieved their  pqyerty,  and  they  have  given  us  wealth. 
Th«  fums  they  had  from  us,  were  not  carried  out  of 
the  country,  but  fo  employed  among  us,  as  to  yield 
us  more  than  the  remainder  did,  which  we  kept  to 
ourfelvcs. 

Beiides,  have  they  not  greatly  encreafed  the  num- 
ber of  our  inhabitants  ?  Have  they  not  broujght  us  a 
treafure  of  men  ?  And  is  there  any  fpecies  of  wealth 
equal  to  that  of  people  ?  Of  people,  induftrious  in 
dme  of  peace,  and  brave  in  war  ?  No  wife  nation 
ever  thought  any  purchafe  too  great  for  fuch  an  ac* 
ceflion  of  ftrength.  But  what  was  the  amount, 
think  you,  of  all  we  expended  on  them  ?  I  will  not 
pretend  to  fay  exa£U)r  what  it  was.  This  however 
'  is  moft  certain,  that  it  bears  no  proportion  to  the 
fums  they  brought  with  them.  They  know  little  of 
the  matter,  who  imagine,  all  the  refugees  came 
empty  handed.  This  is  fo  far  from  being  the  cafe, 
that  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  we  have  not  yet  paid  their 
poor  the  intereft  of  that  wealth,  which  the  richer  (brt 
among  them  originally  added  to  the  national  dock. 

But  away  with  thefe  felf-intercfted  and  worldly 
confiderations,  excufable  from  the  pulpit  only  on  a 
principle  of  gratitude,  in  regard  to  what  is  pad ; 
but  unworthy  the  attention  of  fuch  an  audience,  when 
urged  with  views  of  future  gain.  We  have,  it  is 
hoped,  too  much  humanity,  too  much  piety,  and  too 
much  greatnels  of  foul,  to  fuffer  fo  many  worthy  men 
to  perilh,  had  they  brought  us,  or  were  they  to  bring 
us,  nothing,  but  their  principles  and  their  poverty. 
Let  no  man  defpife  them  for  the  one,  who  knows,  it 
was  voJuntarily  embraced  by  them,  for  the  fake  of 
the  other.  Whofoever  does,  we  may  take  it  for 
granted,  would  not  facriBce  a  (hilling  for  God,  and 
every  thing  that  is  facred.  O  glorious  poverty  ' 
which  merits  more  honour  in  receiving,  than  ihc 
moft  generous  benefadors  can  poffibly  acquire  by 
giving.  1  fhould 
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I  fhould  bat  wtong  jaat  gotxlnefi,  did  I  pr^ii  thn 
mtrar  any  fturtfaer.  it  ti^as  to  high  opinion  of  ^oar 
charity,  that  embotdtificd  tnt  thas  to  remind  it  6f  foch 
objedb  as  it  feeks  for  and  wifhes  to  ttliere.  An  tin* 
^UftingQifliing  charity  is  but  an  amiable  wiaknefi, 
which  by  lavilhing,  without  regar4  to  mefit  or  ne- 
cdlity,  reduces  it&If  to  an  inca(>acity  of  helping  the 
good  man  in  f cal  diftrefs.  The  poc^  ftrartgers,  Mrho 
at  prcfcnt  dfet  thcmfehres  to  your  confideratioii,  do 
not  defire  t6  touch  your  heaits,  but  through  your 
underftandings,  (b  that  you  can  never  have  reafon, 
as  in  many  other  cafes,  to  r^ret  the  utmoft  com- 
pai&on  you  Ihali  be  pleaTed  to  (hew  them.  They  are 
not  diftretfed  by  their  vices  but  for  their  virtues. 
They  arc  willing  to  earn  a  fupport  for  themfelves. 
Till  they  can  be  put  iii  ^  Way  to  dd  this,  ftfetch  out 
a  fiiendly  hand  to  fuftain  thenfi. 

So  may  that  hand  that  poured  k  maby  good  things 
on  you,  be  ever  ready  to  fuftain  you  in  aH  your  tri- 
als,  to  deliver  you  in  the  time  of  tfouWe,  to  make 
all  your  bed  in  your  ficknefs,  and  to  enfure  your  pre- 
fent  peace  and  plenty  to  yon,  and  your  latcft  paffc- 
fity.  Now  to  the  ever  holy  and  glorious  fourcc  of 
love,  be  all  love  and  duty,  all  praift  and  honour, 
from  henceforward  for  ever.    Amen, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Tkb  Sanmi,  9X  ihc  i^qucft  ^f  tte  Right  Rcvcfeii4  Ff^dcikk. 
1^  BUbap  pf  Cloyni^L  w94  tQ  tave  boon  preaclipd  at  hiaCQo- 
(ecr^tion,  but  the  Author's  illocis  prevented  it. 
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Wr/Jr  lAiirfi?  fp^/^k^  ^^  exiort^  an4  u^uke  wb  all 
auiboriij.    Let  m  man  dcfpifi  tbce. 

W  K  th^  forn^r  part  of  this  epiftlc,  St.  Paul  re- 
I  minds  Titus,  that  he  h|t4  left  him  in  Crete,  to 
J^  fet  in  order  the  thipfis  th^t  were  wpntiag^  parti- 
cularly in  every  city,  to  ordain  ciders,  qualified  as 
the  apoftle  direfts,^  and  carefu),  not  only  to  difcharge  , 
the  duties  by  him  inquloated*  but  alfo  to  avoid  thQ 
errors  in  conduft,  to  which  they  might  be  tempted 
amcwg  a  people  of  fugh  a  tamper  and  character,  a$ 
are  there  afcnhed  to  the  Cfetan$»  by  one  of  their 
own  writers,  and  confirmed  by  the  apofllc. 

From  h<n<?c;  he  proceqds  to  ipftruft  Titus,  as  a 
bilhop,  in  the  particulars  of  bi$  pwn  duty  (  how,  for 
inilancr^  hq  Should  wuft  the  elderly^  and  yQ\ing  peo- 
ple, 
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pie,  of  both  (exes,  to  behave  themfelves;  and  how 
the  fervants,  under  his  (piritual  government,  ought 
to  carry  cowards  their  mailers.  In  order  to  the  ri^t 
difchtrge  of^hisepifcopal  duty,  as  to  thefe  and  the 
Tike  effects,  Titus,  in  the  fame  place,  is  charged  to 
/peak  the  things  wbici  become  found  doRrine^  in  all  things 
tojbew  bimfeJf  a  pattern  of  good  works^  in  teaching  to 
Jhew  uncorruptnefs^  gravity^  Jincertty^  found  fpeech  thai 
cannot  be  condemned^  that  be  who  is  of  the  contrary  pari 
maybe  afbamed^  having  no  evil  thing  to  fay  of  him. 

By  way  of  general,  but  powerful  enforcement  of 
thefe  matters  on  the  contcience  of  Titus,  and  the 
conduct  of  his  flock,  the  apoflle  urges,  that  the  grace 
of  God  nvhich  bringetb  falvation^  bath  appeared  unto  alt 
men ;  teaching  us^  that  denying  ungodlinefs  and  worldly 
lufts^  we  Jbould  live  foberly^  righteoufiy^  and  godly ^  in 
this  prefent  world  \  looking  for  that  blejfed  hope^  and  the 
glorious  appearing  of  the  grfat  God^  and  our  Saviour 
Jefus  Cbrifl ;  who  gave  bimfelf  for  us^  that  he  might 
redeem  us  from  all  iniquity^  and  purify  unto  bimfelf  a 
peculiar  people^  zealous  of  good  works. 

The  grace  of  God,  the  redemption  of  mankind, 
and  a  final  judgment,  the  fummary  and  leading  lines 
of  tht  ^ofpel,  are  all  employed,  we  perceive,  as  (b 
many  divine  engines,  to  work  firft  on  Titus,  and 
then,  through  his  miniftry,  on  the  infcriour  clergy, 
nay,  and  on  every  foul  committed  to  his  and  their 
charge,  a  lively  faith  in  found  doftrine,  a  perfedt 
purity  of  manners,  and  a  vigorous  zeal  in  the  per- 
formance of  good  works.  Here  the  gofpel  of  Chrift 
is  applied  with  force  irrefiftabie,  at  lead  on  a  ratio- 
nal and  well-difpofed  mind,  to  its  own  true  and  ge- 
nuine purpofe.  And,  whereas  the  duty  of  Titus, 
and  all  other  bifliops,  confills,  not  only  in  faithfully 
teaching  the  dodlrines  of  the  gofpel,  but  alfo  in 
warmly  prefTing  them  on  the  heart  of  every  hearer, 
and,  in  cafe  of  ftubbornefs  and  contumacy,  in  (harp- 
ly  reproving  the  heretick  or  finner,  with  a  majefty 
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becoming  the  meflenger  of  almighty  God ;  our  blef- 
fed  apoftle,  in  the  words  of  my  text,  charged  the  hi- 
ihop  of  Crete,  to  fpcak  tbefe  ttings^  to  ejtborij  and  to 
rtbuke  iDitb  all  autbmtyj  adding  in  the  clofe,  let  no 
man  defpife  tbee, 

Firft,  fpeak  thefe  things,  thcfe  which  are  pecuh'arly 
applicable  to  the  church  of  Crete.  Now  had  St. 
Paul  been  to  give  direftions  to  the  biftiop  of  Ibme 
other  church,  differently  circumftanccd,  he  would 
probably  have  given  the  like  general,  but  a  different 
fct  of  particular  inftrudlions,  though  under  the  fanc- 
tion  of  the  fame  grace^  the  fame  redemption^  and  the 
fame  jiddgment  to  come.  He  would  have,  faid,  (peak 
theft,  or  thcfe  things,  as  ocqafion  (hall  require. 

Were  he,  for  inftance,  at  this  day,  to  inftru\fl  an 
!ri(h  bi(hop,'he  would  fay  indeed,  as  ^f^nljhrw  tby- 
felfa  pauern  of  good  works j  for  the  mote  degenerate 
and  diflblute  mankind  become,  the  le(s  difpofed  they 
will  be  to  wink  at  imperfeftion  in  a  bi(hopi  Speak 
tbou  the  things  wbicb  become  found  doflrine^  in  nncorrupt- 
^f^i  g^^'^i^h  fincerity^  for  thefe  are  every  where  and 
alwa}8  applicable  ;  furely  no  where  more  applicable 
than  here,  at  no  time  raiore  rieceCTary  than  now;  The 
more  apt  mankind  are  through  arrogance  and  felf- 
fufficiency  to  corrupt  the  faitli,.  and  warp  the  (crip- 
tures  to  their  vices,  the  more' neccdary,  no  doubt  it 
is,  that  a  bi(hop  (hould  inculcate  the  (oun(f  ^Wd  ge- 
nuine doftrines  of  chrifttanity.  The  more  imjjioufly 
they  run  into  levity  and  ridicule  on  facred  liibje^Rs, 
the  greater  call  there  is  for  a  venerable  (blemnity  in 
the  epifcopal  chair.  The  more  deceitfully  they  equi- 
vocate on  fundamentals ;  the  more  impudently  they 
declare  for  one  thing,  and  arjgue  for  the  contrary  ; 
the  more  artfully  and  di(ingcnnou(ly  they  undermine 
chriftianity,  while  they  pretend  only  to  reduce  it  to 
its  primitive  purity,  the  greater  danger  there  is  of  a 
general  apoftacy  from  both  truth  and  virtue,  if  their 
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biihop  4<W5  not  w  im  part;s  of  bis  do^iac  dcmon- 
ftratQ  ao  ioYiQlaWq  integrity  and  fintwty. 

But  QYcr.snd  ahQv«  the  dodrincq,  fo  «n*rally  ^«h 
<juif«e  tQ  l>e  iafift^cj  on.  were  the  ^poftie  now  here 
to  lay  down  rules  for  a  bi(lH^  to  regulate  hUi  (prn^ons 
or  Qhwgest  it  is  hwdly  to  be  fuppoftd^  he  wcmid  not 
dire<Jl;  cY^ry  map,  ^^v^cedtq  tnatordert  t^pre^ 
up  the  duw  ^  a  natural  pUinnefe  in  dicefis  vx  weodk 
ance^  in  <fifit,  vbHcn  d?c  wprld  is  wpning  wwi  aft^r 
artificial  refiueiment^  WwW  he  noti  think  ye*  oharap 
it  homo  on  every  biihqp  to  preach  often^  aid  wanxi- 
Jjf  on  the  inftitvtion  at  tbe  fabbath,  when  the  lea4- 
er$  qf  faJhion  are  oelebtating  that  fqlepinity  to  ohai^e, 
the  Qod  of  atheifts,  :md  to  avarice  the  God  of  fl^rp- 
ers,  W  a  gaming  table?  Would  he  not,  can  we  ima- 
gine, comowna  every  bi(hop  to  inlift,  that  all  Ws 
clergy  Ihould  nerpetuiJJy  urge  the  neceffity  of  con^ 
flantly,  and  the  danger  ot  unworthily,  comtnuni- 
cating  ip.  ^K>  eucbarul;*  at  a  tinae  when  by  fiir  the 
greater  part  of  thoir,4xearera  abfent  themfclvea  froni 
it,  or  coxpe  to  it,  twice  a  year  only,  in  complimeut 
to  a  great  fjfllival,  or  to  qualify  for  a  lucrative  cnxr 
ployment  i  Would  he  noti  knowing  that  the  bulk  of 
the  cotnmon  people  are  as  totajily  \gnoraut  of  the 
plaiqefl;  principles  in  religion,  aa  the  ratagons  or  the 
Hotten^tots,  n^ake  it  the  ^ft  duty  of  a  bifliop  to 
fend  hi$  ^lergy  with  the  nwlk  at  lead  of  God's  word 
into  the  dwellings  of  thefe  babea  in  knowledge,  but 
adepts  in  all  the  diOioneft  art^  i  What  would  he  or* 
der  to  be  (aid  by  the  bifhop  to  his  clergy^  when  the 
fpirit  of  piety  is  almoft  totally  extinguiihed,  and 
that  of  reflgious  difputation  flaoxea  out  in  aU  the  fiv- 
ry  of  its  old  party  rage^  h  that  no  religious  waripth 
is  felt  in  that  polemic  nrc  which  cqnfomeQ  the  church <* 
when  the  hair  of  controverfy  is  pullqd  from  the  bead, 
only  to  be  fplit  and  thrown  away  ?  When  the  bone 
of  contention  hath  not  a  particle  of  flelh  without, 

nor 
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nor  of  marrow  in  it,  even  they  bciog  ju^ca  who 
fight  aboQt  it  P  When  it  is  beconie  impoffible  fo 
much  as  to  guefs  at  a  man's  faith,  at  a  clergyman^s 
faith,  concerning  the  doctrine  into  which  we  were  all 
bapttfed,  by  his  every  day  repeating  the  creeds  in 
chnrch,  or  by  his  continually  offering  up  his  public 
devotions  to  two  perfons,  whom  he  therein  exprefcly 
calls  God,  though  he  believes  them  to  be  but  crear 
tures,  and,  as  fuch,  wholly  unworthy  of  prayer  and 
adoration  ?  When  it  is  cried  out  againft  univerially, 
as  a  breach  of  chriftian  charity  to  give  the  name  of 
difhoncfty  or  infincerity  to  prevarication^  fo  grofly 
impious  ?  When  the  people  through  indifference  fuf- 
fer  this  to  pafs  as  a  trifk,  or  through  corruption 
court  it  as  conibnant  to  their  own  duplicity  of  heart  ? 
When  fbiy/ay  io  ibe/eers^  fee  not ;  and  to  the  prophets^ 
prophecy  not  unto  vs  right  things  \  /peak  unto  us  fmooth 
things  5  prophecy  deceits  f  When  the  deceived,  and 
the  deceiver,  fo  vaunt  themfelves  to  belong  to  God, 
as  if  they  thought  he  abhorred  fincerity  ? 

It  were  eafy  to  multiply  fuch  queftions  almoft  with- 
out  end,  and  to  (hew,  that  corruption  in  principle 
leads  directly  to  corruption  of  m^mierp;  that,  on 
the  other  hand,  bad  practices  make  loofe  principles 
neceffary ;  that  they  mutually  generate  each  other ) 
and  that  St.  Paul,  not  only  (aw  this  fource  of  error 
and  infidelity  in  human  nature,  but  forefaw  it  too 
in  faft,  when  he  predided  tbt  falling  away^  and  the 
revelation  of  the  man  of  Jin ^  nvhofe  coming  is  after  the 
working  of/ataUy  with  all  deceivablenefs  of  unrtghteou/'- 
nefs^  in  them  that  perijb  \  becauje  they  received  not  the 
love  of  the  truths  that  they  might  be  Javed.  And  /or 
this  caufe  God  (hall  fend  them  ftrong  delufion;  that  they 
Jboutd  believe  a  lie  ;  ibcH^  they  all  might  be  damned^  ioho 
believed  not  the  truth,  but  had  fleafure  in  unrigbteoiif 
nefs. 

It  is  true,  a  biftiop  can  piefcribe  no  ne^  do^rine. 
Nor  is  there  any  occafion  for  new  dodrines.     T^he 

Vol.  IV.  "  '  O  o  via^t, 


554  ^^  Paftoral  Duty, 

man  of  God  is  iborougbly  furnijbcd  in  the  infpired  fcrtp* . 
ture  tmio  ail  good  works^  whether  of  do£frine^  or  refroof^ 
or  correilioH^  or  inJlruSlson     In  this  arfenal  he  finds  all 
the  weapons  of  his  warfare  ready  prepared  to  his 
hand.     Thefe  he  may  ufe  as  the  exigency  of  times 
fhall  require,  and  fo  point  the  artillery  of  his  inferi- 
or clergy  againil  the  prevailing  corruptions,  whether 
in  principle  or  practice,  as  to  clear  the  field  for  a 
fuccefeful  attack  on  an  infamous  band,  who,   con- 
fcious  of  their  own  treachery,  fight  the  battle  of  in- 
fidelity and  wickednefs  only  in  mafquerade.    In  this 
kingdom  the  inferior  clergy  depend  fo  very  much  on 
their  bi(hop,  that  nothing  can  be  eafier  for  hrm,  than 
to  fpeakto  his  whole  diocefe  through  their  mouths, 
and  to  prefcribe  even  their  degree  of  diligence  in 
the  work  afligned,  if  diligence  is  followed  by  favour. 
Why  then  fleep  we  till  noon,  and  give  the  enemy 
fo  long  an  opportunity  to  fow  bis  tareSj  not  only  in 
the.  nighty   as  at  firft,   but  now  in  the  face  of  the 
day  ? 

In  the  fecond  place,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  bifliop,  to 
exhort,,  which  fignifies  fomething  more,  than  to  ad- 
vife,  or  even  perfuade ;  it  fignifies  to  encourage,  to 
roufe,  to  fiimulate.  It  is  indeed  (hocking  to  a  chrifti- 
an  eye,  to  (ee  a  paftor  nodding  over  his  flock,  while 
the  wolf  is  howling,  and  the  lion  roaring  round  it ; 
while  the  old  ferpent  winds  himfelf  through  it,  and 
hifles  at  the  head ;  a  flock  of  immortal  fouls,  which 
God  hath  ptrcbafed  with  bis  bloody  and  committed  to 
th.e  keeping  of  this  flumberer,  with  a  large  fallary 
in  hand  for  his  pains,*  and  with  eternal  glory  in  re- 
verfion,  if  he  is  found  vigilant  and  faiihRil. 

All  this-notwithftanding,  a  bifliop,  if  he  wil!  but 
look  about  him,  ftiall  not  infrequently  fee  one  of  his 
clergy  loitering,  or  at  leaft  b\jt  flowly  walking,  in 
the  race  he  ought  to  run.  Nay,  he  ftiall  fee  here 
one,  and  there  another,  fall  aflcep,  while  Chrift  is 
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fold  by  a  wakeful  traytor  to  enemies  wky.  jkfp  noh 
except  tbey  have  done  mt/cbief.^    Whence  this  lethargy 
oil  the  fide  of  truth  and  goodnefs !    whence  that  a- 
lertnefs  on  the  part  of  error,  herefy,  fchifm,  fuper- 
ftition,  infidelity,  and  wickcdnefs  ?  Why  is  God  fo 
miTerably,  and   the  infernal  fiend,  fo  zealoufly,  fo 
ftrenuonfly,  ferved !  what  infatuation  on  both  fides ! 
with  what  impudence  does  he  call  himfelf  a  labourer 
ii  God's  vineyard,  who  never  labours !  who  never 
even  works !  who  does  nothing,  but  eat,  drink,  flecp, 
(horn  of  all  his  fpiritual  ftrength  and  fall    bound, 
hand  and  foot,  by  luxury  and  indolence,  qn  the  lap 
of  pleafure,  while  the  gigantic  Philiftinesof  hereiy  and 
immorality' are  upon  him  !  His  faith  and  his  cgnfci- 
ence  are  (b  deeply  on  th.e  fnort,  that  neither  hcav<!n 
nor  hel!  can    roufc  him.     If  you  fee  him  at  all  in 
motion,   it  is  only  to  perform  fome  mere  legal  duty, 
which   not    performed,  might  deprive  him   of  his 
bread ;  but  here  however  he  goes  (b  clofe  by  the 
ftatute,    and  fo  narrowly  turns  the  corner   of  the 
canon,  that  Chrift  hath  not  the  compliment  of  an 
hairs  breadth  more,  though  the  fheep  he  died  for, 
are  perifhing.     But  were  the  profpcdt  of  a  better  pa- 
rifh,  in  cafe  of  greater  diligence,  fet  before  him  by 
his  bifhop,  on  the  mufic  of  fuch  a  promife,  like  one 
bit  by  a  tarantula,  we  fhould  probably  foon  fee  "him 
in  motion,  and  ferving  God  (O  fliameful !)  for  the 
fake  of  mammon,  as  if  his  torpid   body  had  been 
animated  anew  by  a  returning  foul.     Is  it  true  then, 
that  this  world  can  do  lb  much  more  than  heaven  ? 
Yes,  with  him,  who  hath  no  fenfation,  but  on  the 
fide  next  this  world.     It  is  true  too,  that  all  men 
have  but  too  lively  a  feeling  on  the  hither  fide  ;  fo 
that  it  would  infinitely  advance  the  caufe  of  religion 
and  virtue,  were  worldly  wealth  and  honour  always 
inviolably  attached  to  fuperior  fervice.     Could,  reli- 
gion bring  over  this  baptifmal  enemy  to  her  ftand- 
ard,  he  would  do  the  execution  of  an  elephant,  I 
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mean,  Under  the  management  of  a  fteady  and  (kilful 
hand.  Did  religion  hold  forth  riches  and  honour  in 
her  left  hand,  what  might  flie  not  do  with  her 
right  ? 

If  a  bi(hop  (hould  find  a  man  among  his  clergy,  to 
whom  what  I  have  been  faying  is  but  too  applicable, 
it  would  be  well  done  to  let  him  know,  that  he  is 
ready  to  confer  rewards  on  fubftantial  merit,  and  as 
ready  to  inflict  canonical  difgrace  and  contempt  on 
the  want  of  it;  and  that  Chrift  did  not  labour  and 
die,  only  that  his  clergy  might  live  in  luxury  and 
eafe.  A  bifhop  may  iometimes  meet  with  one  in 
his  diocefe  who  knows  not  this.  I  fpeak  charita- 
bly, for  fiuely,  if  he  does  know  it,  he  deferves, 
not  to  be  exhorted,  but. 

In  the  third  place,  to  be  rebuked  with  all  au- 
thority. There  are  feveral  degrees  of  reproof, 
whereof  a  rebuke  is  the  fliarpeft.  Beyond  this  a- 
gain,  the  jurifdiftion  of  a  bifhop  extends,  as  occa- 
fion  may  require,  to  public  admonitions,  fufpenii- 
ons,  degradations,  in  regard  to  his  clergy,  and  to 
excommunication,  in  regard  to  both  them  and  the 
laity. 

Although  our  clergy  do  generally  and  greatly 
(land  in  need  of  exhortation,  yet,  God  be  thanked, 
there  are  but  few  of  them,  who  dcfcrve  rebuke.  In 
general  their  behaviour  is  regular.  The  (bream  of 
the  Miniftry  among  us  exceeds  in  purity  the  waters 
of  that  lay  morafs,  from  whence  it  runs  ((hameful 
praife !)  as  much  as  it  didjn  the  primitive  times. 
We  are  culpable  for  doing  too  little  good,  rather 
than  for  criminal  liberties.  In  this  I  fpeak  the  com- 
nnion  fenfe  of  mankind  ;  but  muft  at  the  fame  time 
confefs,  that,  in  the  eye  of  God,  and  wiih  due  re- 
gard  to  the  important  nature  of  our  office,  to  be 
only  not  wicked,  is  highly  criminal  in  perfons  fo 
ftationed  as  we  are. 

In 


The  Pajoral  Duty,  557 

In  cafe  however  a  bifhop  ihall  be  fo  unhappy  as  to 
fee  a  fpot  in  the  aflembly  of  his  clergy,  it  is,  no  doubt, 
his  duty,  either  to  walh  off  its  biackneis,  or  totally 
to  expunge  it.  That  clergyman  who  fettles  on  the 
inveterate  lees  of  his  own  indolence,  or  whofe  fpirit 
of  piety,  and  regard  to  duty,  die  down  to  vapidnefe, 
is  to  be  pitied,  and,  if  poffible,  re-fermented  by  his 
bifhop  to  a  life  and  warmth,  more  becoming  the  fer- 
vice  of  an  infinite  benefaftor  and  Mafter.  But  a 
profligate  clergyman  is  a  monfter,  which  its  own 
mother  the  church  ought  to  fling  out  of  fig^t 
The  laity  will  never  willingly  fubmit  to  excommu- 
nication, while  they  behold  a  clergyman  giving  the 
facrament,  who  is  known  to  be  guilty  of  the  fame 
crimes,  for  which  they  are  forbid  to  receive  it. 

Yet  excommunication,  the  inherent  difcipline  of 
the  church,  which  it  exercifed  under  per(ecution, 
which  it  is  ftill  permitted  to  cxercife  under  the  pre- 
fent  eftablifhmcnt,  and  to  which  its  power  is  at  pre- 
fent  almoll  abfolutely  confined,  ought  to  be  more 
frequently  applied,  than  it  is,  as  well  to  the  delin- 
quent laity,  as  clergy  Comrtiunion  with  the  body 
of  Chrift:  is  thrown  too  open,  and  rr-ade  too  cheap, 
rf  a  diflblute  wretch  may,  after  a  long  felf-excom- 
munication  by  wilful  abfcnce,  and  perfeverance  in 
wickedneft,  boldly  approach  the  Lord's  Tabic, 
without  the  fmalleft  tokens  of  amendment,  or  any 
fatisfadtion  given  to  the  church.  The  dying  profli- 
gate, who,  for  whole  years,  could  neither  oe  per- 
uiaded  nor  compelled  to  come  in,  thinks  he  hath 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  fend  for  his  minifter,  hear  two 
or  three  prayers,  receive  the  facrament,  and  fo  go 
off  to  regions  of  bli(s,  as  fecure  of  a  good  recepti- 
on, as  the  vcriefl:  faint.  His  clergyman  is  too  ready 
to  encourage  this  fallacious  hope  by  a  mod  enfiiaring 
compliance  with  his  defire,  in  the  prefence  of  ten 
or  twenty  parifhioners,  and  to  the  knowledge  fre- 
quently of  a  large  vicinity.  The  poor  ignorant  peo- 
pie  think,  their  clergyman  knows  perfcftly  well 
O  o  ^  what 
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what  ought  to  be  donc»  and  on  this  occaGon  does 
only  his  duty.  Hepce  it  is,  that  the  moft  immoral 
and  pernicious  article  of  popery  is  brought  into  com- 
mon pradlice  among  us,  under  the  maflc  of  miftaken 
charity ;  and  the  mifcuided  flock  are  taught  by  re- 
peated afts  to  regard  it  as  no  great  matter  what 
fort  of  life  a  man  (hall  lead,  provided  he  can  have 
this  benefit  of  clergy  at  the  clofe ;  and  fo  the  moft 
{acred  ordinances  of  religion  are  turned  into  fo  many 
engines  of  fedu^ion. 

There  is  a  loud,  but  unreafonable  cry  fet  up  a- 
gainft  the  fpiritual  courts,  wherein,  after  all,  as 
much  right  is  done,  and  far  lighter  fees  exafted, 
than  in  any  other  court  whatfoever.  But  if  my  Lords, 
the  bifhops,  would  oftener  perlonally  prefide  in  their 
own  courts,  particularly  with  an  eye  to  the  caftiga- 
tion  of  wickednefs,  the  jurifdidtion  would  foon  re- 
cover  fomcwhat  of  its  ancient  reputation,  and, 
greatly  as  it  is  cramped  by  law,  might  be  turned  to 
very  good  account,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  ftate, 
as  the  church. 

The  apoftle,  in  my  text,  exprefsly  charges  the 
bifliop.  to  rebuke  with  all  prerogative  of  command, 
as  ^wnayn  Imports.  I  Hccd  not  ftay  here  to  prove, 
after  Hooker,  King,  and  Potter,  have  fo  fully  done 
it,  that  the  authority  of  the  bifhop  in  rebuking,  as 
well  as  in  his  other  purely  epifcopal  offices,  is  the 
authority  of  God.  As  my  father  bath  fent  me,  faith 
Chrift  to  his  apoftles,  fofend  lyou ;  and  fo  fent  they 
their  fucccflbrs ;  fo  fent  Paul  his  Timothy  to  Ephefus, 
and  his  Titus  to  Crete,  to  ordain  and  govern  the  two 
lower  orders  of  the  church,  and  to  prefide  over  the 
whole,  laity,  no  lefs  than  clergy,  as  muft  evident- 
ly appear  to  every  impartial  reader  of  the  three  e- 
piftles  to  thofe  bifhops. 

If  then  the  authority  of  the  bifhop  is  the  authori- 
ty of  the  almighty  God,  what  hath  a  bifhop  to  fear 
in  the  faithful  dilcharge  of  a  purely  fpiritual  duty, 

which. 
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which,  when  difcharged  according  to  God's  word, 
is  fet  above  all  human  controul?  Thus  thought  the 
humble  Ambrofe,  who  had  fled  from  the  epifcopal 
chair  as  unworthy  of  it,  when  he  obliged  Theodofi- 
us  the  great  to  do  public  penance  at  Milan  for  an 
horrid  murder,  c*er  he  admitted  him  to  the  Lord's 
table;  and  thus  thought  that  emperor  too  in  the 
midft  of  h:s  triumphs.     Thus  indeed  (hould  every 
real  Chriftian  have  ftill  thought,  had  every  bilhop, 
blcfled  with  the  knowledge  and  piety,  not  to  fay, 
courage,  of  an  Ambrofe,  taken  care  to  fupport,  by 
all  parts  of  his  cpifcopal  condudt,  the  dignity  of  the 
place  he  fills.      But  unhappily   while   one   bifhop 
fliamefuliy  proftituted  his  fpiritual  powers,  andufurp- 
ed  another  (et  of  powers  in  temporals,  of  dill  great-  • 
er  extent,  the  reft  of  the  bifhops  in  the  weft,  harraC- 
fed  and  terrified  by  continual  appeals  to  this,  ftirunk 
themfelves,  and  their  facred  fiindtion,  into  a  little- 
nefs,   which  hath   proved   fatal  to  difcipline,    and 
through  a  decay  of  difcipline,  to  piety  and  virtue. 
So  very  low  hath  the  opinion  of  a  bifliop's  authori- 
ty been  brought  by  thefe  and  the  like  means,  that, 
in  our  own  times,  the  late  bifhop  of  Sodor  and  Man 
was  thrown  into  a  dungeon,  where  he  was  very  nigh 
periftiing,  for  refufmg  the  facrament  to  the  ftrumpet 
of  a  forry  deputy.     The  applaufes,  wherewith  that 
good  man  hath  been  loaded  by  the  better  fort  of  peo- 
ple for  this  aft  of  difcipline,  as  a  fingular  inftance  of 
piety  and  refohuion,  are  th<5  keeneft  reproaclics,  ever 
uttered  againft  the  prefent  ftate  of  religion,  and  car- 
ry with  them  a  fting,  fir  exceeding    in  fharpnefs  all 
the  fatyr  and  fnerr  of  the  independent  whig,  dif- 
charged on  that  bifhop  and  his  brethren.   What!  did 
he  not  aft  as  he  ought  to  Iiave  done  ?  Did  he  do 
more  than  his  duty  ftriftly  required  ?  Had  he  not 
(hewn  himfelf  one  of  the  meaneft  of  markind,  and 
wholly  unfaiihfiil  to  the  truft  repofed  in  him,  if  thro* 
fear  he  had  caft  the  ineftimable  pearl  in  l^is  hand  be- 
O  o  4  fore 
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fore  a  fwine  f  Who  would  not  have  afted  as  he  did : 
Who  vould  QQC  have  rejcHced  with  the  apoftles  and 
Mm  for  having  been  thought  worthy  to  fuf&r  Ihame 
for  his  name  and  honour,  who  endured  the  crofs  for 
us  aU  ?  Where  then  is  the  exalted  fingularity  of  an 
aift  which  any  other  bifhop,  in  his  place,  mud,  and, 
I  hope,  would  have  performed,  as  well  as  he  ?  Why^ 
truiy^  fuch  actions  are  feldom  feen,  and  many  (can- 
dalous  offenders  are  every  day  admitted  to  the  facra- 
ment.  True,  but  not  to  the  knowledge  of  our  bu 
fhops  furely.  The  bifhops  therefore  ought  to  look 
down  with  a  (harper  eye  on  what  is  doing  among 
us  the  inferior  clergy,  for  God  will  call  them  to  an 
account  for  thofe  irregularities  of  ours,  which  they 
ought  to  know,  or  how  otherwife  can  they  apply  a 
remedy  in  time  to  come  ?  Befides,  we  are  poor  timid 
creatures,  with  perhaps  a  (canty  provifion  of  bread, 
and  that  often  expofed  to  the  ill  temper  of  niaoy, 
whom  ftri6tnels  in  the  difcbarge  of  our  duty,  parti- 
cularly as  to  fufpenfions,  might  offend.  We  there- 
fore want,  or  think  we  want,  the  countenance  of  an 
higher  order  to  fupport  us  in  matters  of  difcipline. 
The  bi(hop,  vefted  with  a  plenitude  of  divine  autho- 
rity, and,  no  doubt,  for  fuch  purpofes  as  thefe  re- 
lating to  di(cipline,  armed  by  the  conftitution  of  our 
country  with  wealth,  power,  and  peerage,  might  en- 
able  us  to  (land  our  ground  on  the  canons,  and  on  a 
rubric  backed  by  an  exprefe  aft  of  parliament,  a- 
gainft  all  who  might  expedl  unreafonablc  and  impi- 
ous compliances  at  our  hands,  were  ho  pleafed,  by  a 
previous  prohibition,  to  take  to  himfelf  the  honour 
of  an  authorized  refufal.  This,  I  own,  might,  now 
and  then,  occafion  a  ruffle;  but  is  it  not  better  to 
have  a  ruffle  with  men,  than  with  God  ? 

That  however  the  authority  of  a  bifliop  may  be 
properly  fupportcd  in  the  neccflfary,  but  offenfive  du- 
ty of  rebuking,  his  dignity  is  fuperadded  by  the  a- 
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poftlc,  as  a  ixiltrefi,  b  chofe  remarkable  and  com- 
prebenfive  words^  let  no  man  deffifc  tbee.  ]Let  none 
of  diy  inferior  clergy^  nor  of  die  laity,  coramitted 
to  your  and  their  care  (for  chi3  e^softle  was  to  be  pub- 
lickly  read  in  n\  the  churches  of  ^Crete)  prefume, 
whether  exbortefl  or  rebuked,  to  entertain  a  de{pi- 
cable  idea  of  one  advanced  by  the  providence  of 
God  into  the  place  of  hi^  fbn«  Although  the  abili- 
tiea,  and  even  behaviour  of  a  man,  tnus  ftationed, 
(hould  not  be  fufikient  to  exalt  him  very  high  in  the 
efteem  of  thofe  lie  is  known  to,  yet  when  it  is  con*^ 
fidered  that  he  is  the  delegate  and  reprefentative  of 
Chrift ;  that  he  is,  under  God,  the  head  of  many 
churches;  that  edification,  order,  and  government 
are  put  into  bis  hands,  that  he  may  feed  the  flock  of 
God^  go  in  and  out  before  tbem^  and  feparate  from  them 
fuch  as  are  tainted  with  contagious  difbrders ;  and 
that  he  is  the  immediate  refcrvoir,  from  whence  all 
under  him  are  to  derive  the  word,  the  facraments^ 
the  benefits  of  Chrift's  death,  and  the  benediAions 
of  an  infinitely  gracious  Father  ;  they  cannot  aflured- 
ly  be  Chriftians,  who  do  not  reverence  him  for  the 
fake  of  his  mailer  and  his  work.  He^  faith  Chrifl, 
fpeaking  to  his  Apoftles  and  their  (IicceflbrSi  who  def 
fifetbyouj  defpifetb  me^  and  be  who  defpifetb  me^  defpifetb 
him  tbatfent  me.  As  my  Father  fent  me^  fojend  I  you^ 
to  all  ages  and  nations ;  and  loy  i  am  with  you  to  the 
end  of  the  world.  It  foltews,  that  where  our  bilhop 
is,  there  is  Chrift,  and  where  Chrift  is,  there  is  the 
Father.  Can  a  biOiop  then,  conlidered  3s  luch,  be 
nn  objed  of  contempt?  Not  pofljbly,  unlefs  he 
himlelf  fhouJd  forget,  that  be  is  a  bilhop. 

Let  no  man  defpife  thee^  is  therefore  to  be  under- 
ftood  as  a  command  given,  jnot  only  to  the  inferior 
clergy  and  the  laity,  birt  alfo  to  the  bifhop  him- 
lelf. If  the  philofoplier  with  good  rcafon  orders 
every  man  to  reverence  himfdf,  a  bifhop,  in  the  fu- 
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pcnoT  luftre  of  whofe  epiicopal  charafter  the  man, 
the  private  perfbn,  is  loft,  fliould  much  more  rever- 
ence himfelf,  as  one  in  whom  nothing  mean  or  bafe 
can  poflibly  harbour,  without  betraying  the  majefty 
of  his  conftituent.     To  prevent  this,  a  h'vely  confci- 
ence,  with  a  mind  unbiafled,  and  a  moderate  degree 
of  underftanding,  may  be  fufficient.    The  wi(dom  rc- 
quifite  to  prevent  the  contempt  of  a  bifhop,  is  laid  up 
ready  in  the  holy  fcriptures.    A  little  addre/s,  or  ra- 
ther an  unafftdled  fimplicity,  added  to  this,  will  more 
than  compenfate  for  a  want  of  refinement.     It  is 
hardly  to  be  imagined  how  far  an  impartial  under- 
ftanding, I  mean,  of  the  moderate  fort,  will  carry  a 
bifliop  in  the  choice  of  fit  perfbns  to  fill  his  vacant  . 
benefices,  and  in  governing  his  diocefe,  beyond  a  vaft- 
ly  higher  capacity,  under  the  crooked  guidance  of  an 
eye,  fquinting  to  family   connedliohs,  or  views  of 
higher  promotion,     A  warm  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
God  in  the  falvation  of  fouls  is  eflential  to  confcience 
in  the  epifcopal  charailcr.     This  zeal,  and  that  im- 
partiality, will  carry  up  a  bifliop  near  to  perfeftion. 
But  if  to  thefe  are  added,  the  powers  of  a  ftrong 
underftanding,  enlarged  by  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  fcriptures,  of  theology,  of  mankind,  of  the  can- 
on law,  of  the  ccclefiaftical  ftatutes,  and  ballafted  by 
difcretion  and  firmnefs  of  foi\I,  we  have  then  a  bi- 
fliop, qualified  to  raife  the  dignity  of  his  perfbn  and 
place  to  its  very  fummir.     If  infidelity  fliould  aflaulr 
him,  guarded  on  all  fides  by  the  armour  of  God,  and 
fhining  in  the  luftre  of  an  holy  example,  he  fliall  (o 
lay  about  him  with  the  two-edged  fword  of  his  mafter, 
as  to  overwhelm  all  oppofition.     If  fuperftition  or  en- 
thufiafm  fliould  hope  to  take  advantage  of  his  meek 
and  difpaifionate  coolnefs,  the  found  reafon,  by  whicli 
he  adts  and  fpeaks,  will  eafily  puff  out  the  ill  fuelled 
blaze  of  the  one,  and,  like  a  folar  ligin,  cxtinguifti 
the  feeble  fire  of  the  other.     If  his  church,  througli 
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fchifms,  through  contrariety  of  opinions,  through 
difcontents,  at  the  legal  maintenance  of  his  clergy, 
fliall,  at  any  time,  like  a  too  fiery  horfe  bound  un- 
der him  with  a  violence,  dreadful  to  weaker  riders, 
you  fhall  fee  him  ftrain  or  relax  the  reins  with  a  (kill, 
thoroughly  well  accommodated  to  occafions;  you 
(hall  fee  him  keep  his  feat  firm,  and  his  countenance 
ferene. 

This  dignity,  arifing  almoft  to  majefty,  is  rather 
heightened,  than  lower'd,  by  the  humility  of  the 
man,  as  often  as  the  meaneft  of  his  flock  hath  occa- 
fion  to  approach  him ;  by  his  fatherly  tcndernefs  of 
heart,  when  mifery  cries  to  him  for  relief;  by  his 
plainnefs  in  dodtrine  ;  by  his  calmne(s  in  argument ; 
by  his  candour  and  good  humour  to  gainfayers  ;  by 
his  affcftionate  hofpitality,  equally  removed  from 
pomp  and  fordidnefs;  by  his  unafFefted  contentment 
with  what  he  poflelTes ;  by  his  refiding  perhaps  in  the 
moft  remote  and  difagreeable  part  of  the  kingdom, 
fo  that  no  man  hath  room  to  (ay  to  him,  with  whom 
baft  tbou  left  tbofe  few Jheep  tn  the  wilder nefs  ?  Though 
qualified  to  adorn  the  mod  brilliant  court,  and  to  fup- 
port  diftindtion  among  princes,  he  i$  found  among 
the  (heep,  and  is  better  plcafed  to  handle  tliccrozier 
than  to  wear  the  mitre.  How  free,  how  affable, 
how  engaging,  and  yet  how  guarded,  is  his  conver- 
fation  in  mixed  companies  !  How  inftiudlive,  when 
he  and  his  clergy  enter  together  on  the  difcuflion  of 
fomc  important  fubjeft  of  religion,  fome  fcriptural 
difficulty,  or  fome  point  of  minifterial  prudence ! 
How  eafily  and  naturally  he  Aides  into  a  knowledge 
of  thefr  abilities,  principles,  tempers!  How  fenfiblv 
they  grow  into  wifer  and  better  men  under  his  cul- 
ture !  A  good  bifhop  feldom  fails  to  make  a  good 
clergy  ;  a  good  clergy  as  feldom  fail  to  make  a  good 
people.  The  fun  of  the  dioccfe  diffufes  his  light 
and  warmth  in  plenty  over   the  primary,  and  they 

again 
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again  over  the  fecondary,  cla(s  of  Chriftians,  throi^h- 
out  the  whole  (j^ftem  or  believers. 

Of  fuch  paftors  we  have  had  many^  have  ftill 
(bme,  and  more  we  fhall  have,  if  our  deftru£li- 
on  is  not  decreed.  The  work  encrea(es  in  pro- 
portion as  proffligacy  of  principle  and  manners 
grows  upon  us.  It  grows  apace,  and  is  already  in- 
deed come  to  fuch  an  height,  as  to  require,  I  fear, 
more  than  human  power  to  bring  it  under.  We  arc 
at  prefent  an  ignorant  and  abandoned  people.  There 
is  none  that  doth  good^  no  not  one.  From  the  Jole  of  the 
foot^  even  unto  the  beadj  there  is  nofoundnefs  in  us.  Wc 
quarrel  about  religion,  and  have  none.  The  rccu- 
fant  fans  the  foundation  of  eftablifhment;  and  the 
eftablimment,  vainly  confidering  its  foundation  as 
too  firm  to  be  fhaken,  deigns  not  to  look  Co  low  as 
the  mine.  The  Deift,  aided  by  the  Arian,  (preads 
his  fpirit  of  indifference  firft,  and  then  of  contempt 
for  revelation  univerfally.  At  beft,  we  are  but  half 
Chriftians.  Diflipation  of  time,  fortune,  thought, 
extirpates  all  religion  and  virtue  at  the  Upper  end 
of  lire,  and  rulhes  downward  on  the  lower  ranks, 
as  faft  as  villainy  can  derive  the  materials.  Ours 
are  the  only  bifliops  in  the  world,  who  never  meet 
fynodically,  to  confer  on  the  truths,  or  coalefce  in  the 
fpirit  of  religion.  Hence  a  crop  of  portentous  opinions. 
Hence  unnatural  warmth  in  the  defence  and  propaga- 
tion  of  falfe  religions  Hence  coolnefs  to  real  religion. 
Hence,  as  a  neceflfary  confequcnce,  wickednefs  is  be- 
come rampant,  for  we  have  now  found  the  way  to  fin 
on  principle.  The  barometer  of  the  church  hath  funk 
far  below  the  Laodicean  degree.  Wc  (hiver  to  a  death 
of  piety  and  goodnefe  on  the  brink  of  Athciftical  indif- 
ference. What  fpccific  is  there  for  thisague  of  the  foul.? 
what  thaw  for  hearts  Co  frozen  ?  Are  we  to  expeft  the 
thunder  of  God's  judgments,  e'er  we  can  hope  to  fee! 
again  the  warm  weather  of  chriftianity  ?  The  (hudder 
at  the  thought  of  ihefe,  which  become  every  day  more 
dreadfully  probable,  ought  to  roufe  us  to  an  mteufc 
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exertion  of  all  the  little  ftrength  (till  left  us,  in  order 
to  a  fpeedy  recovery  of  chriftianity,  e'er  it  is  gone 
beyond  our  reach,  and  to  a  fpeedy  reformation  of 
manners,  e'er  virtue  and  common  decency  are  wholly 
banifhed  from  among  us.  Is  there  none  to  guide  the 
church  among  all  the  fons  (be  bath  brought  forth?  None 
that  taketh  her  by  the  hand  of  all  the  fons  Jhe  bath  brou^t 
up  f  If  we  really  believe,  as  we  continually  preach, 
that  the  falvation  of  fouls,  of  our  owrt  fouls  too, 
bought  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  with  heaven  and  hell, 
are  all  at  (take,  how  can  we  be  cool  ?  A  cold  fire, 
and  a  cold  chri(lian,  are  equal  abfurdities  in  language, 
equal  impoflfibilities  in  nature.  But  if  there  are  de- 
grees of  abfurdity  and  impoffibility,  as  of  infinite, 
how  infinitely  abfurd  and  impoflible  muft  cbldne(s 
be  in  a  preacher  of  the  gofpel !  in  a  bilhop,  from 
whom  the  faving  wifdom  of  chriftianity  ftiould  de- 
fcend,  as  from  the  head,  and  its  vital  warmth  cir- 
culate as 'from  the  heart,  through  all  the  orders  and 
members  of  the  church. 

Wanting  reformation  myfelf,  I  fet  not  up  for  a  cen- 
for  or  reformer  of  others,  in  fpeaking  as  1  have  done. 
No,  having  been  called  to  this  office,  not  (ought  it,  in 
uttering  this  my  lamentation  over  the  church  of 
God,  1  have  filled  but  a  fmall  pipe,  where  a  loud 
trumpet  ought  to  have  been  b!ov/n,  have  pufhcd  the 
lancet  of  truth  into  the  general  fore,  though  I  pierced 
my  own  heart  at  the  fame  time.  But  the  wife  have 
been  taught  medicine  by  a  dog,  and  Rome  was  faved 
by  the  vigilant  warnings  of  an  animal,  deemed  ftill 
lower  in  the  fcale  of  underftanding. 

Vain  however  is  the  attempt  of  fuch  a  v/rctch  ; 
vain,  I  fear,  to  put  our  truft  in  any  fon  of  man,  or 
even  in  princes,  for  a  remedy  againft  evils,  too  inve- 
terate to  be  removed  or  averted  by  any  hand,  but 
that  which  is  almighty.  Happy  were  we,  after  all, 
could  we  repofe  a  rational  hope  in  the  I/^rd  our  God, 
from  whom  we  have  miferably  departed.  That  this 
hope  may  neverthelcfs  have  fome  foundation  (for  i!> 
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finite  are  the  long-fufFering  patience  and  goodnefs  of 

God)  let  us  repent  and  pray, 

O  Lord  God,  the  light  and  life  of  the  foul,  dif- 
perfe  our  errors  \  revive  our  piety  ;  turn  thou  us, 
;;nd  fo  fhall  we  be  turned,  to  thee,  through  Chrift 
Jefus,  our  redeemer,  to  whom,  with  tliee,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit,  one  eternal  and  glorious  Trinity,  be 
\\\\  might,  majefty,  dignity,  anc^  dominion,  now, 
ind  for  evermore.    Amen. 


DISCOURSE  XXK. 

Chrift's  Charity  Sermon. 

Matthew  xxii,  37,  38,  39,  40. 

Tboujhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  beari^ 
v)ttb  all  tbyfouU  and  witb  all  tby  mind. 

Ibis  is  tbe  firft  and  great  commandment. 

And  tbefecortd  is  like  unto  it^  tboujbalt  love  tby  tuigb- 
hour  as  tby  felf. 

On  tbefe  two  commandments  bang  all  tbe  law  and  tbe 
propbets. 

HEAR    now  the  charity  fcrmon  of  Chrift 
himfelf,  on  this  his  own  text. 
ff^ben  tbe  Son  of  Manjball  come  in  bis  glory j 
^nd  all  tbe  boly  angels  witb  bim^  tben  Jball  be  fa  upn  tbe 
tbrone  of  bis  glory. 

And  before  bim  Jball  be  gatbered  all  nations  \  and  be 
Jball  feparate  tbem  one  from  anotber^  as  ajbepberddividetb 
tbe  Jbeep  from  tbe  goats. 

And  be  Jball  Jet  tbe  Jbeep  on  bis  rigbt  band^  but  tie 
goats  on  bis  left, 

Tben  Jball  tbe  king  Jay  unto  tbem  on  bis  rigbt  band^ 
comcj  ye  children  of  my  Father^  inherit  tbe  kingdom  pre^ 
pared  for  you  from  the  foundation  cf  tbe  world. 

For  I  was  an  bungredy  and  ye  ^ave  me  meat;  I  was 
ibirflyy  and  ye  gave  me  drink ;  /  was  a  Jlranger^  and  ye 
i^/)k  me  in  :  Naked 
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Naktd^  and  ye  clothed  me:  Iwasfick^  andyevifa" 
ed  me  :  I  was  in  prifm^  and  ye  came  unto  me. 

Tbenjball  the  righteous  anfwer  him^  f^^g^  Lord^ 
when  fan?  we  thee  an  buttgredf  and  fid  thee  f  m  tbifflyy 
and  gave  thee  drink  f 

fPben  Jam  we  thee  a  ^r anger ^  and  took  thee  in  f  or 
nakedy  and  cl§tbid  thee  ? 

Or  J  when  faw  we  tbeejicky  or  inpri/ony  and  came  unt§ 
theef 

And  the  kingJbaU  anfwer ^  andfaf  untothemy  verify  I 
fay  unto  jm,  inafmucb  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
leaft  oftbefe  my  bretbreuyye  have  done  it  unto  me. 

ThenJbaU  be  fay  unto  them  on  the  left  hand,  depart  from 
mf,  ye  curfed,  into  everlaSing  fire^  prepared  for  the  devil 
and  his  angels. 

For  1  was  an  Imt^redj  at^  ye  gave  me  no  meat :  I  was 
'  tbirflyy  and  ye  gave  me  no  drink  : 

I  was  aJlrangeTy  anfiye  took  menotin :  naked  andye 
clothed  me  not :  Jkky  and  in  prifon^  andye  vijted  me  not. 

Thenftfall  they  alfo  anfwer  htm^fayifigy  Lordj  when  faw 
we  thee  an  bungred^  or  atbirfi%  or  aftranger^  or  naked,  or 
fcky  or  tn  prifoUf  and  did  not  minifter  unto  thee  t 

Ibenfoallhe  anfwer  them,fayingy  verily  I  fay  untoyou^ 
inafmucb  as  ye  did  it  not  unto  one  of  the  leaft  eftbejcyjc  did 
it  not  to  me. 

And  thefe  Jball  go  away  into  everlafiing  punifbment, 
but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal. 

It  would,  I  think)  my  dear  fellow  Chriftians,  give 
juft  caufe  of  offence  to  you  all,  Ihould  I  now  make 
you  an  harangue  on  the  fubje^  of  chri(Uan  diarity 
in  general,  or  on  that  of  alms-giving  in  particular. 
Should  I  not  in  fb  doing  tooftrongly  lay,  y^u  are  not 
chriftians  v  you  do  not  underftand  tlie  piainciV,  nor 
feel  the  moft  pathetic  words  of  Chrift?  Nay,  (hould 
I  not  be  guilty  of  arrogance  intolerable,  (hcxild  I  pre- 
fume  to  add  any  thing  to  an  addrc(s,  made  t>y  infinite 
wifdom  to  the  underftandings  and  affections  of  a  cbrii- 
tian  audience,  drawn  together  on  this  occafioD,  by 
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the  previous  power  of  that  very  fpirit,  which  dilated 
this  addrefe?  Who  (hall  come  after  God  ? 

The  eloquence  of  men,  of  aogds,  wotild  be  but 
futility  to  this.  Chrift  hath  fpoken.  You  arc  Ghrif- 
tians.  Shall  I  not  therefore  quit  the  pulpit,  and  re* 
turn  into  my  own  extreme  infignlficance  ?  — - 

No,  I  perceive,  by  that  profound  filence,  you  ex- 
pert even  I  fliould  fay  fomewhar.     Be  it  fo. 

A  little  time  may  pofTibly  be  palled  by  us  with 
fome  profit,  and  much  pleafure,  in  a  few  refledtions 
on  this  wonderful  Sermon  of  our  God  and  Saviour. 
We  cannot  add ;  but  we  may,  we  ought  to  meditate. 
Let  us  therefore  cordially  enter  into  the  mod  beau- 
tiful of  all  difcourfes,  on  the  mod  beautiful  of  all 
fubjeds. 

The  religion  of  Chrift,  which,  in  a  thoufand  places 
of  his  gofpel,  is  finely  figured  to  us  as  light  to  the 
Qnderftanding,  is  here,  with  regard  to  the  hearty 
fummed  up  in  love ;  love  towards  God,  and  lova 
towards  our  neighbour.  God  himfelf  is  a  fun,  is 
love.  The  true  religion  beaming  forth  from  hhn, 
all  luminous  and  lovely,  partakes  his  nature,  and 
imparts  it;  partakes  and  imparts  Chrift  Jefus^  who 
comes  to  us  as  a  great  light,  and  the  Holy*  Sphit^ 
who  defcends  upon  us  as  fire,  to  warm  us  with  cha* 
rity.  Our  religion,  like  the  fecond  and  third  perfons 
in  the  Holy  Trinity,  confifts  of  light  and  love  co-ef- 
iential  with  each  other,  and  with  its  (burce.  Sr. 
James  fpeaks  of  them  as  one.  Brethren^  if  avg  of 
you  do  err  from  the  trtab^  and  one  convert  bimj  let 
bim  know  J  that  be  wbUb  convertetb  a  fimier  from 
tbe  error  of  bis  way^  Jball  fave  a  foul  from  deatb^ 
Und  fhall  bide  a  multitude  of  fins.  See  h6w  error 
and  fin  are  treated  as  otie ;  and  are  not  their  oppo- 
fites,  jruth  and  charity  one  ?  Moft.  furcLy.  .To 
know  God  is  to  love  him.  To  know  our  neighbour, 
as  of  the  fame  natuiie  with  ourfelves,  and  as  the 
creature,  if  not  chHd,  of  God,  is  to  kive^iiih;     To 
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love  God  and  our  neighbour  is  to  fulfil  the  whole 
law  of  Chrift ;  for  every  man,  warmed  by  this  cha- 
rity, muft  labour  to  honour  God,  and  cherifli  his 
neighbour,  in  proportion  to  bis  degree  of  love. 
Truth  and  charity,  or  goodnefs»  are,  in  the  real 
Chriftian,  ibeflentially  united,  like  light  and  warmth, 
their  icriptural  emblems,  in  the  natural  world,  as 
never  to  be  feparated.  Every  one  knows  how  the 
fun*beams  operate  on  the  vegetable  and  animal  cre- 
ation. The  good  Chriftian  knows,  how,  in  like 
manner,  true  religion,  the  emanation  of  God,  (beds 
day-light  on  the  underftanding,  charity  on  the  heart, 
penetrates,  pervades,  invigorates,  the  (bul,  and  ma- 
tures its  virtues.  He  experimentally  knows  how  it 
may,  by  nieditation  and  devotion,  be  fo  focally  col- 
ledted,  as  to  confume  every  thing  in  him  that  is 
earthly,  and  alfimilate  to  itfelf  the  purer  part  of 
his  compofition,  which,  thus  fublimed,  rifes,  and 
mixes  with  its  connatural  element  above.  By  this 
train  of  thinking  you  fee  how  all  good  Chriftians  are 
.lAade  partakers  even  of  the  divine  nature. 

And  from  this  view  of  our  religion,  as  confifting  of 
light  and  l6Ve,  the  words  of  Chrift,  juft  now  repeated, 
carry  us  to  the  confideration  of  this  religion,  as  ope- 
rating on  the  heart  particularly,  and  there  begetting 
love  or  charity. 

Now,  it  is  very  obfervable,  that  in  this  love  to- 
wards God  and  man,  our  divine  Inftrudor  places  the 
fum  and  fubftance  of  all  true  religion  and  virtue. 
It  is  his  own  aflertion,  that  on  thefe  two  hang  all 
the  law  and  the  prophets,  for  in  his  mouth  the  cha- 
ritable are  the  righteous.  St.  Paul  too  maintains,  that 
love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law.  But  left  you  fhould 
take  this  for  an  account  of  the  law,  as  contradiftin* 
guiftied  from  the  gofpel,  you  perceive  our  bleflfed 
Saviour,  in  that  which  I  call  his  Charity  Sermon » 
ftates  the  trial  of  tbej  laft  day  on  the  footing  of  cha- 
rity alone^  aa  cxtekded^  or  refufed,  to  him  in  his 
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wdigent  members.  This  is  the  very  gofpel  j  and 
here  its  author  lets  all  ChriiHans,  whether  real,  or 
only  jprofefled,  know  beforehand,  in  what  manner 
he  will  deal  with  them  at  the  final  judgment.  His 
two  fentences  are  already  pronounced  and  recorded, 
^  the  (andtions  of  his  law  j  come  ye  blej/ed  of  my 
Father^  or  ye  charitable,  inherit  the  kingdom  pre- 
pared for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  worlds  and, 
go  ye  accurfedy  or  ye  uncharitable,  into  eve-rUfting 
firey  prepared  for  the  devil  and  bis  angels.  The 
execution  immediately  follows,  thefe  fhall  go  away 
into  everlafting  punijhment^  hut  the  righteous  into  life 
eternal. 

It  is  very  obfervable,  indeed,  till  we  refleft  a  lit- 
tle, aftoniihing,  that  our  IwX>rd,  after  placing  all  re- 
ligion and  duty  in  charity,  (hould,  further  ftill,  re* 
duce  all  charity  to  almfgiving,  whereas  St.  Paul  plain- 
ly intimates  the  poffibility  of  a  man's  giving  all  his 
goods  to  the  poor,  without  having  charity.  It  is 
certain,  this  he  may  do  through  vanity,  fuperftition, 
or  hatred  towards  his  relations.  But  it  is  equally 
certain,  that  he  who  relieves  the  poor  through  com- 
pailion  for  the  poor,  and  love  towards  Chrift,  is  a 
very  different  fort  of  man.  This  man  muft  be  a 
true  ChrifUan,  and  can  hardly  be  fuppoied  to  want, 
in  any  one  refped^,  at  leaft  as  much  foUicitude  for 
the  honour  of  God,  and  the  fafety  of  his  own  ibul, 
as  for  the  body  of  his  neighbour.  If  however  he 
hadi  finned  (and  who  hath  not)  his  fervent,  or  rather, 
exteniive,  charity  fhall  cover  the  multitude  of  his 
fins.  Who  is  there  ainong  us  who  fhall  hear  the  poor 
man  crying  to  the  rich  in  the  name  of  Jefus  for  help, 
and  fee  the  rich  melting  into  pity,  and  its  beneficent 
effects,  and  will  not  ^e  it  for  granted,  that  the 
latter  Is  a  Chriflian  ?  Change  the  fcene,  let  the  poor 
man  go  away  unrelieved,  who  is  he  that  will  can  his 
rich  Neighbour  a  Chriflian  ?  It  will  be  evident,  that 
this  moft  honourable  appellation  is,  on  thefe  occafions, 
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neither  given^  nor  refuied,  at  random,  if  it  is  con* 
fidered,  that  Chriftian  faith,  the  mother  of  all  the 
gofpel  graces  and  virtues,  is,  in  a  peculiar  manner^ 
the  principle  and  fpring  of  Chriftian  charity.  Faith 
in  Chrift  is  a  firm  belief  of  his  dodbines,  and  of  all 
he  hath  done  and  fuifered  for  our  falvation.  Hence 
love  for  him,  and  for  all  that  are  one  with  him. 
Hence  that  exquiiite  feeling,  which  is  immediately 
perceived  in  every  member  of  Chrift,  when  any  other 
IS  touched.  Hence  that  confent  of  parts  in  die  fpi- 
ritual  body,  which  fhews,  that  the  whole  is  united  to 
a  common  head,  and  animated  by  one  common  ibul. 

It  is  through  this  that  the  fenfations  of  Chrift  are 
communicated  upwards  from  every  individual  of  his 
church,  and  that  he  feels  in  every  Chriftian,  I  mean, 
particularly  in  the  fufterings  of  every  Chriftian,  more 
keenly  than  he  did,  in  the  hands  and  feet  of  his  na- 
tural body,  when  the  nails  went  through  them  into 
his  cro(s.  It  is  therefore  on  this  he  founds  that  idea 
of  charity,  which  he  would  have  all  his  followers  im- 
bibe, when  he  reprefcnts  himfelf  as  hungry,  as  thirfty, 
as  naked,  as  a  ftranger,  as  fick,  as  imprifoned,  in  every 
the  moft  inconfiderable  Chriftian,  who  is  deftitute  of 
meat,  drink,  cloaths,  or  lodging;  or  who  languiflies 
on  a  fick  bed,  or  in  a  goal. 

O  blefTed  Jefus !  what  condefcenfion,  what  com- 
paflion,  what  tendemefs  is  here  !  Scarcely  the  crofs 
itfelf  can  exhibit  more.  How  can  a  Chriftian  be  hard- 
hearted? Oh!  no.  A  fon  may  tear  the  flcfh  from  the 
bones  of  his  aged  father,  a  mother  may  roaft  her 
new-born  infant  alive  \  and  the  corruption  of  nature 
may  palliate  the  horror  \  but  a  chriftian  muft  be  ten- 
der, muft  hare  pity,  cannot  give  up  the  fon  of  God, 
who  died  for  his  foul,  to  new  and  unneceflary  dif- 
trefles,  that  he  may  fave  a  few  fhillings,  to  be  ^^Uled 
on  thofe  pomps  and  vanities,  or  on  thofe  iinful  lufts 
of  the  flefti,  which  he  renounced  by  the  moftfolemn 
of  all  vows,   when  he  called  himfelf  after  Chriil. 
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This  is  too  much  indeed  for  the  new  nature  to  bear. 
A  man  born  again  is  like  Chrift,  the  author  of  re- 
generation; is  incorporated  with,  and  lives  in  Chrifl; 
is  adcd  by  the  fpirit  or  mind,  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus. 
How  then  can  that  joy  or  forrow,  which  are  felt  by 
Chrift,  be  unfelt  by  a  Chriftian?  It  is  trile,  the  church 
is  called  the  body  of  Chrift,  in  a  figure.  Is  Chrift 
therefore  to  expeA  nothing  more  from  us,  than  a 
mere  figurative  belief?  Is  the. union  between  Chrift 
and  a  Chriftian  only  notional  ?  Is  it  not  as  much  a 
reality,  as  the  moft  literal  truth  could  vouch  it  to  be?. 
Nay,  is  it  not  a  literal  truth,  that  Chrift.  gave  up  his 
natural  body  to.a  moft  painful  and  ignominious  death, 
to  fave  his  church  or  fpiritual  body,  as  dearer  to  him  ? 
And  does  not  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  representing  the 
fin  of  a  Chriftian  as  a  frefli  crucifixion  of  Chrift,  give 
us  plainly  to  undefftand,  that  our  blefted  head, 
myftically  indeed,  but  really  and  truly,  feels  in  us 
his  members  as  keenly,  as  for  us,  on  the  firft  crofs, 
to  which  we  nailed  him. 

If  I  ftiould  fay  to  my  neighbour,  I  am  hungry^ 
and  he  /hould  deny  it,  every  by-ftander  would  charge' 
him  not  only  with  a  lie,  but  with  brutifh  impudence. 
A  man  beft  knows  his*  own  diflrefles.  Chrift  who 
knows  all  things,  may  furely  be  allowed  to  know, 
when  he  himfclf  is  hungry,  thirfty,  6f  r.  To  pre- 
vent all  hard-hearted  and  felfifh  cavils  on  this  fubjed, 
he  hath  flated  the  cafe,  aflerted  his  own  diflrefs,  and 
put  the  doubt  concerning  it  into  the  mouths  both  of 
the  charitable  and  uncharitable,  when/aw  we  tbee  an 
hungred^  or  thirfty y  &c.  To  which,  left  they  fhould 
not  perfe<5tly  believe  him,  he  ahfwers  with  an  emphafis. 
Verily  I  fay  unto  you^  as  you  did^  or  did  it  noty  unto 
one  of  the  leaft  of  thefcy  you  did  ity  or  did  it  noty  unto  me. 
A  faA,  thus  cleared  and 'aflerted  by  our  Lord  him- 
felf,  no  Chriftian  will  dare  to  queftion  in  words.  But 
let  it  be  here  obferved,  that  whofoever,  though  able, 
does  not  relieve  the  diftrefles  of  his  Saviour,gives  the 
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lie  to  that  Saviour  by  refilling  help,  more  ftrongljr 
and  inhumanly,  than  it  is  poffible  to  do  it  in  words; 
or  at  leaft  diibwns  all  oblintion  from  gratitude,  all 
inducement  from  hope,  and  that  connection  with  him 
and  his  body,  whidi  ought  to  produce  the  i:elief  he 
(lands  fo  much  in  need  of,  and  here  (o  loudly  calls  for. 

Our  blefled  Redeemer,  when  perfecuted  to  death 
by  the  Jews  and  Romans,  could  have  eaiily  called  an 
hoft  of  angels  to  his  afliftance ;  but  then  how  fhould 
the  prophefies  have  been  fulfilled,  or  our  redemption 
wrought  ?  In  like  manner,  when  he  earned  his  bread 
by  a  trade,  or  iubfifted  on  the  benevolence  of  a  few 
poor  Galileans,  and  was  worfe  lodged  than  the  birds 
auid  foxes,  he  could  have  fupplied  himfelf  from  the 
united  treafures  of  heaven  and  earth ;  but  then  how 
had  an  example  of  infinite  humility,  felf-denial,  and 
contempt  for  worldly  pomp  and  riches,  been  fet  us 
by  him  who  beft  knew  their  infignificance  ?  As  he 
aded  in  his  natural  body,  fo  does  he  in  his  feiritual. 
He  is  able,  of  himfelf,  and  without  any  aid  ivom  his 
creatures,  or  even  in  defiance  of  the  whole  world,  to 
make  comfortable  provifion  for  all  his  wants,  and  re* 
lieve  himfelf  from  every  fpecies  of  diftreis^  down  to 
that  which  may  affed  him  in  his  lowefl  or  moft  de- 
plorably affli&ed  member.  But  were  he  to  do  all 
himfelf,  how  then  ihould  our  love  towards  him,  or 
his  members  and  our  Chriftian  brethren,  be  exerdfed  ? 
How  fhould  our  gratitude  for  his  infinite  goodne&  to 
us,  be  ever  either  cultivated  or  exhibited  ?  By  diis 
means  the  lovely  band  of  ChrifHan  charity,  adorned 
with  ten  thouiand  graces,  being  di/Tolved,  the  church 
muft  be  feparated  from  it's  head,  muft  die,  muft 
crumble  into  a  duft  of  individuals,  ugly  and  unhappy. 

No,  my  dear  ChrifHan  audience,  Chrift  the  exprdi 
image  of  God,  by  whoie  death  we  are  delivered  nom 
eternal  infamy  and  mifery,  and  entitled  to  infinite 
glory  and  happinefs,  is  ever  among  us,  and  continu- 
ally prefents  himfelf  to  us  in  his  inuige,  that  is,  in 
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everyChrifttan»  but  more  eminently  in  every  poor  diC- 
trefTed  and  deflltute  Chriftian.     Let  us  look  on  theie 
with  fomc  ihare  of  that  pity,  wherewith  the  fon  of 
God  hath  looked  on  us,  in  the  filthy  rags  of  our  fins, 
not  Grangers  only,  but  aliens  and  enemies,  fick  to 
death  eternal,   fold,    enflaved,  imprifoned;    let  us 
melt  into  pity  for  thefe  little  Chrifts,    and  in  them 
hear  the  voice  of  the  (on  of  God,  who  cries  out,  I  am 
an  hungred;  O  you,  whom  I  have  fed  with  my  own 
fiefh  and  blood,  give  me  to  eat.     I  am  thirfiy ;  O 
you,  for  whom  I  opened  in  my  fide  a  living  fountain, 
give  me  to  drink.     I  am  naked ;  O  you,  whom  I 
have  clothed  with  my  own  proper  righteoufnefs,  give 
me  cloaths.     I  am  a  fttanger;    O  you,  whom  I 
brought  by  adoption  into  my  Father's  houfe,  take 
me  in  from  the  rain  and  fnow.    I  am  fick  and  in  pri- 
Ion ;    O  you,  whofe  mortal  diforders  I  have  healed^ 
whofe  fouls  I  have  redeemed  with  the  price  of  my 
blood  out  of  the  hands  of  your  enemy,  who  had  ta« 
ken  you  prifoners,  and  tyrannized  over  you  at  his 
will,  come  to  me  with  medicines,  come  to  me  with 
the  fum  I  owe,  and  fet  me  at  liberty.     Help  me, 
you  who  hold  all  your  riches  in  truft  from  me,   with 
a  little  of  my  own.  I  died  for  you ;  O  my  fiiends,  my 
brethren,  fuffer  me  not  to  periih  again  through  want, 
while  you  abound  with  every  comfort,  every  luxury 
of  life^'    You  may  relieve  me,  without  fenfibly  cur- 
tailing the  finallefl  of  your  innocent  enjoyments. 
Live  in  affluence,  but  fiifier  me  not  to  ftarve. 

Take  now  the  conclu^on  of  this  whole  matter  in 
the  words'  of  our  Lord  himfelf ;  thefe,  the  hard- 
hearted, the  impious,  who  had  no  fiseling,  either  of 
nature  through  their  fellow-creature,  or  of  religion 
and  gratitude,  through  dieir  fuflering  Saviour,  fliall 
go  away  into  everlafting  fire;  but  the  righteous,  that 
is,  the  tender-hearted,  the  lover  of  Chnft  and  Chrif* 
tians,  who  melted  at  the  miferies  of  his  Saviour  in 
all  his  member^,   as  through  the  dofe  connexion  of 
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one  common  nature,  one  foul,  one  body,  (hall  go 
away  into  life  eternal. 

From  the  firft  kindlings  of  mere  good  wiD,  thro* 
kindnefs,  aiFedion,  friendfhip,  up  to  the  ftronger 
glow  of  love  or  charity,  which  crowns  the  charming 
dimax,  and  through  all  the  outgoings  and  exercifes 
of  tendemefs,  in  it's  various  degrees  of  warmth, 
there  is  none  that  emits  fo  beautiful  or  fo  ardent  a 
flame,  as  that  which  hath  brought  us  together  this 
day.  It  is  not  merely  to  relieve  the  bodies  of  our 
fellow-chriftians  from  temporary  wants,  from  diibr- 
ders,  ibon  terminating  however  in  headth  or  death, 
nor  even  from  a  death,  which  all  our  wealth,  expend- 
ed in  food,  raiment,  and  medicine,  cannot  long  pro- 
craftinate ;  no,  this  charity  of  charities,  after  doing 
every  thing  that  can  be  done  for  the  wretched  body, 
goes  forward,  and  carries  food  for  the  famifhed  foul, 
clothing  for  the  nakednefs  of  the  foul,  a  panacea  for 
every  diforder  of  the  foul,  and  an  infallible  amulet 
againft  the  eternal  death  of  the  foul. 

Ye  are  come  hither  this  day,  ye  friends  of  Chriil^ 
ye  favourites  of  heaven,  to  feek  for  the  loft  fhcep  on 
the  avenue  of  hell,  and  to  reftore  it  to  the  flock  of 
the  true  Shepherd,  Ye  are  come  to  fnatch  the  brand, 
already  kindled,  from  an  infernal  fire,  to  quench  it 
in  the  water  of  life,  and  give  it  a  new  root  by  the 
tre?  of  life.  Ye  are  come  to  perfed  the  work  of 
Chrift,  to  fave  a  foul  he  died  for,  and  thus  thank 
him  for  the  (alvation  of  your  own.  O  glorious 
thanks!  which  in  their  fuccefs,  give  an  additional 
joy  to  the  triumphs,  and  loudnefs  to  the  hymns,  of 
heaven,  for  the  converfion  of  a  (inner.  If  the  wounds 
of  Chrift  bleed  anew  at  the  touch  of  thofe  profeflbrs, 
who  murder  hxvn  afre(h  by  their  (ins,  how  fweetly 
are  they  foothed  and  healed  again  by  the  baifam  of 
your  charity  !  It  is.furely  God  that  workcth  in  you, 
both  to  will  and  to  do,  the  bufinefs,  on  which  you 
meet  at  this  place,  ]n(bmuch,  that  we  may  fee  his 
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liand  in  yav«»  ^di  a  ^bFfXQBJiXiAAt^  a^  U  ijs  ft-eteb* 
ed  out  \(9tb  youf  contrjjb^on.  God,  infirubsly  Ugb 
above  fin  and  mifefyvktoks^th  ^ttyoa  tlM^  fios  ^ 
miiienes  of  i^  croaturea.  Wit^  aa*  9^  Ulie  hls^  yo« 
the  chflfte  wHp  for  the  Iciv^diiei3».'  and  ypu  the  ivtat* 
tby»  con^dor  ^e  wamta,  of  others.  This  wdeed  itf 
godlike.  What  a  noble,.  \Hiat  sui  aceoptable  iacrifico 
of  thankfgiving !  what  an  amiable  acknowledgment 
isrthi6»  that»  1«4  A  not  b^fi  for  thi^'  grace  and  boun- 
ty of  Fro^^idence^  you  night  have  been  a&wickedf 
and  indigene^  aa  th^fe  ivho  now  esseite  yo«ur  connpif- 
Sonata  attentioii ! , 

..  Were  theie  anyi  here,  (hut  there,  ia  none)  to  whofcr 
fisducing'  arta  th^^  or  lite  like-  ob)eAs»  ono  theif 
unhappy  &}];  hbrnnr  and  compumftion  oitght  to 
furmfh  them  with  yet  ftronger  motirea  to  contribute 
on  this  occalbn,  than  thoiec^  your  charity^  warm  aa 
It  is.  Comipl6r9^  however,  are  not  apt  to  be  reform 
mers.  No,  it  is  theirs  to  debauch  and  abandon  % 
yours  to  follow  and  reclaim,  in  which  bleffed  work  ' 
you  do  notoidy  r^eve  the  poor  foul^  already  fallen, 
butprevent  the  £^  of  m^y  others,  on  whom  the 
wretch  in  queftibn  n^ight  revenge  the  injury  done 
her  by  our  fex. 

Your  'goodnefs  in  this  double,  this  complicated 
work  of  charity,  cannot  be  conceived  without  firft 
conceiving  the  complicated  enormities,  attendant  on 
the  life  of  a  common  proftitute.  Yet  here  is  a  mafs 
of  filth  and  ftcnch,  which  forbids  the  approach  of 
decency!  What  a  vice  is  thatwhich  cannot  be  lafh- 
ed  in  the  language  of  modeft  people,  which  muft 
not  be  fo  much  as  mentioned  but  in  terms,  fit  only 
to  foften  it  down  into  a  mere  frailty,  which,  maggot- 
like, furrounds,  conceals,  and  defends  itfelf  in  that 
heap  of  ordure  which  gave  it  birth. 

Suffice  it  to  fey,  that  this  vice  turns  the  moft 

beautiful  and  modeft  part  of  our  (pecies,'  once  a 

Chriftian  too  !  into  a  monfter  of  impudence,  lewd- 

Vol.  IV.  Q^q  nefe, 
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ndky  fbulnefi,  hardly  exceeded  by  tho(e  fiends,  into 
whoie  horrible  company  and  abode  (he  is  haften- 
ing ;  turns  her  into  a  faftor  for  the  infernal  deceiver, 
for  whom  ihe  trades  on  the  way  to  hell,  with  a  fiicceis, 
nk>re  fatal  to  virtne,  to  fortune,  to  charader,  to 
health,  to  life,  than  that  of  his  other  inftruments, ' 
and  often  leaves  the  print  of  blood  and  murder 
where  ihe  treads/ 

It  is  to  bring  this  miferaUe  creature  back  to  Chrift; 
it  is  to  defeat  the  flagitious  trade  (he  at  prefent  drives, 
and  provide  for  her  when  reclaimed  to  the  fenace  of 
Chrift,  that  this  houfe  is  crowded  with  the  friends  of 
Chrift  and  virtue.  Bleiled  fight  indeed  !  O  afTem- 
bly,  brilliant  in  the  eyes  of  heaven  !  let  your  hearts 
overflow  with  joy,  and  your  voices  loudly  refbund  his 
prai^  who  hath  given  you-  the  will  and  power,  thus 
to  ferve  your  God,  thus  to  iave  your  fellow-creature, 
and  thus  to  relieve  your  Saviour  in  your  fellow- 
chriftian. 

To  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son^  and  God 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  all  praife  and  honour,  all 
might,  msyefty,  dignity,  and  dominion,  now, 
and  for  evermore.     Amen. 
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Jofli.  xxiv.  15. 


Vol.  IV,  •  Q  c^ 


\ 


•an  .  Ii 


THE 


PREFACE. 


TH  E  intention  of  the  following  form  of  prayer 
is  to  famifli  families  with  a  proper  inftrument 
for  their  devotions,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  convey 
a  fhort  and  clear  fummary  of  all  the  neceflary 
duties,  whether  of  faith  or  pradlice,  in  which,  a 
Chriftian  '  ought  to  be  inftrufted  ;  to  the  end  that 
every  matter  of  a  family,  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
performs  the  duty  of  family  prayer,  may  without 
much  further  trouolc,  fully  inftruft  his  children  and 
fervants  in  the  principles  of  our  moft  holy  religion. 

Every  perfon  in  a  family  where  this  form  fhall  be 
conftantly  ufed,  will  of  courfe  foon  commit  the 
whole  to  fnemory :  And  in  fo  doing  will,  with  the 
help  of  a  very  little  explanation,  be  made  fufliciently 
acquainted  with  all  that  is  required  of  g  Chriftian 
eithcy  to  Jbelieye  or  praftife.  This,  \t  k  hoped,  will 
render  the  Chriftia^n  duty  of  a  parent  or  mailer  fo 
fhort  and  eafy,  that  none  who  thinls:  at  all  of  w- 
fwerin^  to  God  for  the  difcharge  of  that  duty,  can  rea- 
fonably  defire  to  have  it  put  on  a  more  pradticable 
footing.  The  two  duties  of  prayer  and  inftrudtion 
are  here  drawn  into  one,  and  that  one  made  fo  brief^ 
and  fo  agreeable,  that  no  excufe  is  left  for  the  omif- 
fion  of  it. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  to  hear  parents 
complaining  in  the  moft  afFedling  terms,  of  the  un- 
^utitulnefs  (hewn  to  them  by  their  children.     Mat- 
ters 


PREFACE.  5S1 

ters  are  ftill  louder  in  the  complaints  they  make  of 
their  fervants.  In  this  both  are  often  unreafonable ; 
for  altho'  it  is  but  too  true  that  the  children  in  many 
families  are  very  undutiful,  and  the  fervants  ex- 
tremely idle  and  dilhoneft,  yet  their  parents  and 
mafterSy  generally  fpeaking,  can  have  no  right  to 
complain  of  them  either  to  pod  or  man ;  not  to 
God,  who  knows  that  they  have  neglefted  to  teach 
them  the  very  firft  principles  of  religion,  on  which  all 
duty  and  virtue  neceflarily  depend  ;  nor  to  man, 
fince  mod  of  the  bad  members  of  all  public  focieties 
have  learned  their  vices  in  ill  regulated  families,  under 
carelefs  parents,  and  irreligious  mafters. 

The  minds  of  young  people  eafily  receive  im- 
preflions,  are  inquifitive  and  fond  of  knowledge. 
Their  hearts  are  tender  and  penetrable.  Their  me- 
mories are  (Irong  and  retentive.  The  principles  there^ 
fore  of  virtue  or  vice  muft  foon  take  deep  root  in  fo 
kindly  a  foil,  if  timely  care  be  not  taken  to  feize 
their  affeftions  and  paffions  in  favour  of  God  and  a 
good  life  by  means  of  religious  inftrudtions,  and  the 
mod  engaging  examples  of  piety  and  virtue,  the 
bufy  enemy  of  mankind  will  not  fail  to  intrude  with 
his  temptations  ;  and  finding  all  empty,  and  an 
open  paffage,  will  take  fuch  a  pofleflion  of  the  heart 
ns  it  will  be  almoft  impoffible  ever  to  drive  him  from 
afterwards.  How  does  any  parent  expeft  to  ^nfwer 
before,  the  face  of  a  juft  God  for  thofe  children,  whom 
although  he  hath  produced  them  out  of  his  own 
bowels,  he  bath  neverthelefs  by  his  n^left  given  over 
to  ignorance,  wickednefs,  and  .final  deftrudtion  ? 

How  fhall  an  earthly  mafter,  who  believes  that  he 
himfelf  hath  a  mafter  in  heaven,  account  for.  his 
lufFering  thofe  poor  creatures,  who  come  young 
into  his  fervice  from  parents,  too  ignorant  or  too 
carelefs  to  inftrudl  them,  to  run  on  in  ignorance  and 
wickednefs  to  eternal  milery,*  while  they  are  labour- 
ing to  fupport  him  in  eafe  and  plenty  .J*  Surely 
•  Q^q  2  parents 
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parents  and  mailers,  who  are  capable  of  this,  have 
no  bowels  of  compaflion,  no  fear  of  God,  no  right 
to  good  children  or  fervants  ;  and  they  will  find  at 
the  laft,  that  in  this  great  crime  of  omiffion,  they 
have  as  effectually  negledted  and  undone  their  own 
fouls,  as  thoie  of  their  unhappy  offspring  and  dp- 
mefticks. 

And  yet  their  duty  in  this  refpeft,  is  moft  de- 
lightful in  itfelf,  and  moft  happy  when  duly  dif- 
charged,  in  its  effedls.  Can  any  man  be  more  agreer 
ably  eniployed,  than  in  training  up  his  child  or  his 
fellow-creature  to  the  fervice  of  God  and  eternal 
happinefs  ?  Can  he  fo  effcdkually  reconunend  himr 
felf  tp  the  father  and  mafter  of  the  world  by  ^ny  other 
means  ?  Or  can  he  expeft  either  comfort  or  fatif- 
faftion  in  thofe  under  him,  if  he  fuffers  them  to 
grow  up,  without  any  fenfe  of  duty  to  God  or  him, 
jand  harden,  perhaps  beyond  all  reclaiming,  in 
habits  of  impiety  and  vice  ? 

Nor  is  the  duty  of  family  prayer  lefs  necei&ry  or 
agreeable.  Families  depend  as  abfolutely  on  God 
as  kingdoms  or  fingle  perfons:  That  family,  which 
does  not  worfhip  God,  is  as  properly  fpeaking 
heathen  or  ungodly,  as  any  particular  man  can  be, 
who  refufes  to  woifhip  him.  Befides,  the  perform^ 
ance  of  this  important  duty  hath  fomething  fo  plea- 
fmg  and  fo  affefting  in  it,  that  the  general  difufe  of 
it  is  hardly  to  be  accounted  for.  A  good  man  can 
pever  furely  think  himfelf  in  a  more  honourable  or 
happy  fituatioflj  than  when  he  is  on  his  knee^  utter- 
ing the  flevotions  of  himfelf,  his  dear  wife  and 
children,  and  dutiful  domeftics.  He  has  before  him, 
at  that  delightful  junfture,  all  the  occafions  of 
happinefs  that  CJod  hath  blefled  him  with,  and  is 
then  employed  in  adoring  the  giver,  and  praifing  his 
benefactor.  There  is  a  tranfport  of  joy  in  this  moft 
tender  adl  of  worlhip,  which  none  but  the  bafeft 
minds  can  be  infcnfible  of     Further,  the  negled  of 

this 
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this  duty  inuft  argue  as  great  a  want  of  wifdom  as 
of  piety,  if  It  is  true  that  God  docs  really  govern 
the  world,  and  that  all  we  ayoy  or  fufFer  flows  im- 
mediately from  his  difpofine  hand,  which  turns  the 
courfe  of  all  events  with  irreuftible  power  in  favour 
of  thofe,  who  claim,  by  an  humble  and  conftant 
worfhip  of  him,  the  proteftion  of  his  providence;  and 
direftly  againft  all  fuch  as  refill  his  will,  and  defpife 
his  fervice.  That  infinitely  gracious  being  muft  look 
with  peculiar  favour  and  love  on  a  family,  that  is 
ever  fending  up  its  voice  and  eyes  to  him  for  protec- 
tion, and  ever  bleiling  him  tor  his  mercies.  But 
fuch  as  turn  their  eyes  downward  on  the  world,  and 
put  their  truft  in  themfelves  and  their  pofleflions, 
which  is  the  fame  as  to  renounce  God,  and  league 
with  his  enemy,  are  no  doubt  perfedtly  odious  and 
abominable  in  his  fight,  and  muft  be  guilty  of  ftrange 
prefumption,  if  they  expedt  his  afliftance  and  blefling, 
which  as  a  family,  they  do  not  think  it  worth  their 
while  to  apply  for. 

Were  God  more  known,  he  would  be  better 
ferved.  Whoever  knows,  for  inftance,  that  he  is 
a  being  of  infinite  power  and  juftice  muft  fear  him. 
Whoever  confiders  him  as  prefent  in  every  family, 
nay,  and  in  every  heart,  muft  be  always  greatly  on 
his  guard,  fince  he  is  continually  in  fo  awful  a  pre- 
fence.  Whoever  regards  him  as  a  father,  a  faviour, 
a  comforter,  a  friend,  and  a  protestor,  of  infinite 
compaffion  and  goodnefs,  cannot  but  love  him.  Now 
he 'who  is  poilefkd  with  a  due  fear  and  love  of  God, 
who  is  thankful  for  his  mercies  paft,  and  who  hopes 
for  his  future  favour,  will  always  be  careful  to  put 
his  family  under  the  protedtion  of  God  ;  and  in 
order  to  it,  will  fee  that  his  children  and  fervants 
know  how  to  worftiip  him  \  and  will  alfo  caufe  them 
to  join  their  prayers  and  addrefles  with  his  in  tha 
performance  of  that  holy  duty. 

On 
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On  the  other  hand,  that  parent  or  mafter,  who 
defpifes  and  neglefVs  the  aforementioned  duties,  bids 
God  depart  from  him,  tells  him  he  defires  not  the 
knowledge  of  his  ways,  and  contrary  to  the  reiblu- 
tion  of  good  Jofliua,  declares  by  fads  which  are 
ftronger  than  words,  that  he  and  his  houfe  will  not 
ferve  the  Lord. 

It  is  here  neceflary  to  put  every  Qiriftian  m  mind, 
that,  merely  to  repeat  a  form  of  prayer  in  the  Church 
or  in  a  family,  is  not  to  perform  the  duty  of  prayer, 
which  is  the  work  of  the  underftanding  and  the 
heart. 

A  form  is  of  no  other  ufc  than  to  furnilh  us  with 
proper  thoughts  for  our  devotions ;  and  the  repea- 
ting it  in  the  hearing  of  others,  is  only  in  order  that 
all  who  are  prefent  may  join  in  the  £ime  thoughts. 
He  therefore,  who  in  any  congregation,  either  public 
or  private,  fufFers  his  thoughts  to  wander  from  the  fer- 
vice,  is  not  at  prayer,  but  is  mocking  God,  while 
nothing  but  his  knees  or  lips  are  employed  in  the 
outward  formality  of  praying.  Would  any  one 
thus  addrefs  an  earthly  king  ?  If  a  man  thinks  it  his 
duty  to  pray,  let  him  coniider  whom  he  is  going  to 
pray  to,  and  with  all  the  love  and  reverence,  all  the 
warmth  and  afFedion  of  his  heart  let  him  kneel 
down  in  God's  prefencc,  and  pour  out  the  earned 
devotions  of  a  foul,  deeply  forrowful  for  its  fins, 
fincerely  fenfible  of  its  dependance  on  God,  heartily 
thankful  for  his  g?-cat  mercies,  and  full  of  awe  and 
reverence  for  a  being  fo  infinitely  glorious  and  ma- 
jeflick. 
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OG  O  D,  the  father  of  Heaven,  have  mercy 
upon  us  thy  family,  and,  for  Chrift  Jefus* 
lake,  hear  the  prayers  we  are  about  to  offer 
up  to  thee.  Amen. 

O  God  the  Son,  redeemer  of  the  world,  have 
mercy  on  us  whom  thou  haft  purchaled  with  thy 
blood,  and  recorrimend  thefe  our  prayers  to  thy  father.  I 

i/imin.  • 

O  God  the  Holy  Ghoft,   proceeding  from  the  \ 

Father  and  the  Son,  have  mercy  upon  us,  who  can  do  \ 

ifio  ^Dod  work  without  thy  afliftance,  and  enable  us  to  I 

prefent,  on  this  occafion,   a  devout  and  reafonable 
fervice.     Amen. 

O  holy,  bleffed,  and  glorious  Trinity,  three  per-  j 

fons,  and  one  God,  pity  the  many  infirmities  of  thy 
fervants,  and  have  mercy  upon  us  miferable  fmners.  1 

Amen.  j 

A  general  \ 
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A  general  confej/ion. 

MOST  juft  and  mercifiil  God,  wc  with  fhame  con-^ 
fds;  and  with  grief  and  fear  bewail,  the  pro- 
voking (ins,  which  we  have  committed  by  thought, 
word,  and  deed,  ^inft  thee,  againft  our  neighbour 
and  ourfelves.  Unmindful  of  the  covenant  which  wc 
made  with  thee  in  our  baptifin,  we  have  often  ba/ely 
revolted  to  thy  enemies,  treated  with  indifference 
and  n^Iedt  the  articles  of  our  faith,  and  broken  thy 
commandments.  Thus  felf-condemned,  and  mifera- 
ble.debtors  to  thy  juftice,  we  fly  for  refuge  to  thy 
fatherly  bowels,  and  the  merits  of  Chrift  Jefus.  O 
Father  of  heaven,  pity  thofe  whom  thou  liaft  made 
O  Saviour  of  the  world,  pity  thofe  whom  thou  haft 
died  for,  plead  for  us  and  fave  us^  for  in  thee  only 
dowe  truft.    Amen. 

A  general  petition. 

BLESSED  God,  ever  ready  to  give  and  to  relieve^ 
ftir  up  in  our  fouls  a  voluntary  and  finccre  repen- 
tance ;  quicken  it  with  (hame  and  love,  and  fecure  it 
againft  all  future  triaU  with  fear  and  watchfulnefs,pro* 
portionable  to  our  danger.  Arm  us,  O  Lord,  againft 
thofe  fpiritual  enemies,  our  deceitful  pafliona  and  do^ 
fires,  and  our  fmful  habits  from  within,  and  againft 
the  world  and  the  devil  from  without.  Aid  us  with 
thy  holy  fpirit,  that  by  the  powerful  affiftance  of  his 
grace,  we  may  both  believe  and  do  according  to  our 
baptifmal  covenant  and  vow,  that  we  may  dil^^ently 
read  the  fcriptures,  deeply  reverence  thy  name,  de~ 
voutly  keep  thy  fabbaths,  and  attend  thy  table. 
Turn  away  from  us  thofe  judgments,  which,  on  ac- 
count of  our  manifold  fins,  we  juftly  dcferve  to  fuffer, 
iand  teach  us  to  bear  with  patience  and  refignation 

thofe 
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thofc  corredtions,  which  our  amendment  may  re- 
guire.  Be  pleafed  to  feed  us  with  food  convenient 
for  us,  and  fo  to  diredl  even  our  worldly  concerns, 
that  they  may  contribute  to  the  falvation  of  our  fouls, 
and  the  glory  of  thy  name,  through  Chrift  Jcfas 
the  redeemer  and  advocate  of  mankind,    jfmrn. 

A  colle6l  for  the  morning, 

OLx)rd,  who  haft  fliewn  us  the  light  of  a  new  day, 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  teach  us  the  right  ufe 
of  it,  that  we  may  apply  it  to  the  great  ends  of  life, 
thy  fervice  and  the  general  good  ;  and  by  thy  holy 
fpirit  fo  enable  us  to  difcharge  every  duty,  to  over- 
come every  temptation,  and  to  efcape  every  danger, 
that  we  mky  redeem  the  time  we  have  mis-fpent, 
and  endeavour  with  more  fpeed  and  vigour  to  run 
the  glorious  and  important  race  that  is  fet  before  us, 
through  JefusChrift,  thy  Son  and  our  Saviour.   Amen. 

A  coUeH  for  the  night. 

O  Merciful  Lord,  who  haft  created  the  darknefs 
for  reft,  as  well  as  formed  the  light  for  labour, 
grant  that  we  may  go  to  reft  this  night  in  peace 
with  thee,  with  mankind  iin(i  with  our  own  con- 
fciences.  And  that  no  adverfary  may  difturb  this 
our  happy  repofe,  nor  evil  come  nigh  this  dwelling, 
be  pleafed  to  watch  oyer  us,  and  place  thy  guard 
round  us  this  night.  Let  bur  fleep  put  us  in  mind 
of  death,  and  our  beds  of  the  grave,  that  we  may 
fo  lay  ourfelves  down,  as  if  we  expe^ed  to  rife  be- 
fore thy  judgment-feat  in  another  world.  Grant 
this,  O  Lord,  for.  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift,-  our 
Saviour.     Amen, 


rbt 
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^he  interceffton. 

y^  God,  who  art  now  the  witnefs,  and  wilt 
V^  hereafter  be  the  judge  of  all  we  think  or  do, 
teach  this  thy  family  to  know  and  obey  thy  Iaw& 

Grant  that  all  parents  may  bring  up  their  children 
in  the  fear  and  knowledge  of  thee.     Amtn. 

Grant  that  all  children  may  love^  honour  and 
obey  their  parenta    Amen, 

Grant  that  all  rulers  may  confider  themfelves  as 
thy  minideis,  accountable  to  thee  for  the  exercife 
of  thdf  authority.    Amn. 

Grant  that  all  fubje^  conlidering  whofe  autho- 
rity tlicir  governors  bear,  may  chearfuUy  obey 
them,  not  only  for  wrath,  but  confcience  fake. 
Amenu 

Grant  that  all  mafters  may  give  unto  their  Servants 
that  which  is  juft  and  equal,  and  teach' them  to 
know  thee  and  thy  holy  idigicMi.     Amen. 

Grant  that  all  fervants  may  be  faithful  and  obe- 
dient to  their  mailers,  with  good  will  doing  iervice, 
as  to  the  Lord,  and  not  to  men^.    Anie% 

Grant  that  all  hulbands  may  love  and  chdiffi 
their  wives,  and  even  treat  them  as  their  o>^i\  flelh. 
Amen. 

Grant  that  all  wives  may  be  faithful^  amiable; 
and  obedient  to  their  huibands.     Amen. 

Grant  that  the  rich  may  be  faithful  ftewards 
to  thee,  and  tender-hearted  providers  for  thy  poor. 
Amen. 

Grant  to  the  poor  honefty,  induflry,  frugality, 
and  contentment.     Amen.^ 

Grant  that  thy  minifters  and  paftcnrs,  aided  by 
thy  holy  fpirit,  may  take  heed  unto  themfelves, 
and  to  thy  flock,  and  with  good  examples,  (bund 
do6trines,  and   diligence  in  the  miniftry,  feed   the 

church 
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church  of  Chrift,  which  he  hath  purchafed  with  his 
own  blood.     Amen. 

Grant  that  all  the  people  may  duly  reverence  thy 
miniflers,  and  in  all  refpefts  treat  them  as  thy 
meflengers,  and  as  thofe  who  watch  for  their  fouls. 
Amen. 

Grant  comfort  to  all  who  are  in  trouble,  and  to 
thofe  who  are  in  ficknefs  (particularly  to  (him)  or 
(her)  in  this  family,  on  whom  thou  haft  laid  thtne 
hand)  thy  faving  health.     Amen. 

Grant,  O  Lord,  that  charity,  temperance,  chadity 
and  juftice,  may  reign  among  men  ;  and  banifh 
from  the  world  all  pride,  wrath,  murder,  intem- 
perance, dealing,  calumny,  and  covetoufnefs  \  (o 
that  the  troubled  affairs  of  this  life  being  reduced 
to  perfedi  p^ace  and  order,  thy  all-feeing  eyes  may 
again  be  pleajSxl  to  furvey  every  thing  tliou.haft. 
made,  and  to  pronounce  them  very  good.  Grant,  O  • 
merciful  God,  to  us  and  dl  men  thefe  blefled  fruits  of 
thy  gofpel,  for  the  fake  of  Chrift  Jefus,  the  faviour 
and  reformer  of  the  world.     Amen. 

Here  may  follow  the  prayer  in  time  of  prepara- 
tion  for  the  holy,  facrament^  or  the  other j  that  is  to 
be  ufed  forfome  time  after  the  communion. 

A  prayer  for  the  whole  church  of  Cbriji. 

LOOK  down,  gracious  God,  with  compalfipn  on 
that  churchy  which  thou  haft  planted  s^mpngmen 
with  the  blood  and  labours  of  thy  Son,  and  all  the 
prophets,  apoftles  and  martyrs.  Reftore.  truth  to 
thofe,  who  are  in  error,  and  give  knowledge  to  the 
ignorant.  Kindle  in  the  luke-warm  a  lively  zeal, 
and  in  the  contentious  moderate  that  zeal  with  cha^ 
rity  and  knowledge.  So  heal  our  wide  breaches^ 
and  fetde  our  unquiet  fpirits,  that  all  uniting  with 

one 
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one  heart,  as  well  as  in  one  faith,  may  join  to  ad- 
vance the  glorious  caufe  of  truth  and  virtue,  the 
caufe  of  thy  honour  and  our  ialvation,  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  head  of  the  church  and  our  redeemer. 
Jimen, 

« 
A  prayer  for  our  country, 

OMoft  mi^ty  God,  ruler  of  heaven  and  earth,  and 
king  of  kings,  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  bic/s 
and  diredt  his  M^efty  King  George,  and  grant  Wm, 
and  all  who  are  put  in  authority  under  him,  grace 
to  rule  with  jufticc  and  pmdence,  and  to  fet  a  (hi- 
ning  example  of  piety  and  virtue  to  thy  people. 
Untte  the  divided  minds  and  interefts  of  our  country- 
men. Defend  us  from  feditions  at  home,  and  from 
the  defigns  of  our  enemies  abroad.  Defend  us  from 
peftUence  and  famine.  Let  not  our  crying  fins  pro- 
voke thee  to  punifh  us  with  publick  calamities.  Be 
rather  gracioufly  pleafed  to  reform  than  to  deftroy. 
Be  thou  our  ftrength,  and  our  protedtor.  Be  thou 
our  God  and  king,  for  Chrift  Jefus  fake.    Anen. 

A  general  tbankfgiviffg. 

OMoft  compaflionate  God,  how  fliall  we  fuiEci- 
cntly  praife  thee  for  thy  great  and  continual 
mercies  ?  Thou  haft  given  xis  being,  thou  haft  redeemed 
us  with  thy  blood  from  eternal  mifeiy,  and  thou  art 
ever  prefent  with  us  to  ftrengthen  us  s^ainft  the  dif- 
ficult, and  to  guide  us  through  the  dangerous  trials 
of  life.  How  w(mderful  are  the  inftances  of  thy 
goodnefs,  which  we  know !  How  infinite  thofe 
which  we  can  but  imperfedUy  comprehend  !  Not  all 
the  accufations  of  our  enemy,  nor  our  manifold 
offences  have  yet  turned  away  thy  compaffion  from 
U&  Let  this,  O  Lord,  infpire  us  with  gratitude, 
and    fill    us  with  fuch  a  love  of  thee,  that  for 

the 
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die  future  all  our  thoughts  and  aftions,  as  well  a^ 
words,  may  praife  thee. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  thy  family  render  thee,  O 
infinite  Benefaftor,  fuch  thanks  as  we  arc  able.  With 
all  good  men  on  earth,  with  faints,  and  angels,  and  all 
the  hoftfi  of  heaven,  we  join  our  hearts  to  adore  thee 
in  thy  wifdom  and  gQodnefs,  and  raife  our  voices  to 
magnify  thy  majefty  and  power.  Blefled  be  thou, 
O  Lx)rd  God,  who  haft  done  wondrous  things  for  us, 
and  blefloi  be  the  name  of  thy  majefty  Tor  ever  : 
Let  all  the  earth  be  filled  with  thy  majefty.  Amcn^ 
/imen. 

Our  Father  which  art,  t^c 

Tbe  Benediaion, 

UNTO  thy  gracious  mercy  and  proteftion,  O  God, 
we  commit  ourfelves.  Be  thou  pleafed  to  blefs 
us,  and  keep  us,  make  thy  face  to  (hine  upon  us,  and 
be  gracious  unto  us,  now  and  for  evermore.     Ame% 

A  prayer  to  be  ufed  in  time  of  preparation  for  tl^ 
holy  Sacrament* 

BLESSED  father,  who  in  compaflion  to  our  great  in^ 
firmities  and  fpjritijal  wants,  haft  provided  food 
for  our  fouls,  even  the  body  and  bloo^  of  thy  fon,  grant 
when  we  approach  thy  holy  table,  ^c  may  by  faith 
fpiritually  feed  on  that  heavenly  lianquet.  Tnat  we 
may  appear  there  as  thy  children  ftnd  fenrants,  raife 
and  confirm  in  us  fpch  difpofitions,  as  become  thofe 
who  enter  into  fellowihip  with  thee,  and  all  that  is 
good  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Giufe  the  remembrance 
of  our  Saviour's  goodnefs  in  dying  t6  atone  for  our 
fins,  to  fill  us  with  an  utter  abhorrence  of  all  fin,  and 
a  firm  refolution  to  glorify  him  for  the  time  to  come, 
by  a  life  agreeable  to  his  holy  will  and  word,  and  con- 
formable 
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formable  to  our  baptifmal  vow.  Caufe  the  remem- 
brance of  his  having  laid  down  his  life  for  us,  and 
the  confideration  of  his  fitting  at  thy  right  hand  to 
plead  for  us,  to  poflefs  our  fouls  with  an  humble, 
but  chearfiil  faith  and  truft  in  thy  mercy.  Caufe 
the  love  due  to  Chrift,  the  head  of  the  church,  to 
extend  to  all  our  fellow  Qiriftians,  the  members  of 
hismyftical  body.  Send  thy  holy  fpirit  powerfully  into 
our  hearts,  that  he  may  purify  all  our  unclean  af- 
feftions,  reftify  all  our  evil  habits,  and  fo  r^enerate 
our  whole  nature,  that  we  may  be  evermore  admit- 
ted to  feed  efFeftually  on  the  food  of  everlafting  life, 
and  enabled  fo  to  unite  ourfelves  to  Chrift*s  blelTed 
body,  that  being  made  lively  members  of  him,  we 
may  hereafter  be  entirely  governed  by  his  will  and 
fpirit,  and  not  by  our  own  carnal  wills,  which  we 
renounce.  Grant  this,  O  blefled  father^  for  Chrift 
Jefus  fake.    Amen. 

A  prayer  to  he  ufed  for  fome   time  ifter  the  com^ 
munion. 

Moft  gracious  and  botmtiful  Lord,  who  haft 
V  lately  fed  us  thy  fcrvants  with  thy  own  precious 
flefh  and  blood,  neither  fufFer  the  reniembrance  of 
that  aftoniftiing  aft  of  mercy  to  flip  out  erf  our  minds, 
nor  the  faving  efFeds  of  it  to  be  deftroyed  by  the 
return  of  our  former  temptations  and  fins.  Set  a 
ftrift  guard  upon  our  hearts,  that  in  all  our  thoughts 
we  may  look  back  upon  the  awful  vow  we  have  re- 
newed, and  the  infinite  favour  we  have  received, 
that  we  may  neither  make  any  ungrateful  returns 
for  the  one,  nor  any  faithlefs  breaches  of  the  other ; 
but  that  being  rcfxefhed  and  nourifhed  by  the 
heavenly  food,  we  may  proceed  from  ftrength 
to  flrength,  till  after  a  life  fpent  hare  in  thy 
fervice,  and  to  thy  glory,  we  may  rife  and  triumph 
widi  thee  in  the  blefled  habitations  of  eternal  peace. 

Grant 
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Grant  this,  aod  ever  powerfully  intercede  for  us,  O 
bleiled  Jefus,  our  redeemer.    Amen, 

It  may  perhaps  be  ufeful  to  the  reader  to  put  him  in 
mind,  that  the  performance  of  both  publick  and  family 
prayer  doth  by  no  means  take  away  the  neceflity  of 
addreffing  himfelf  to  God  in  fecret  at  leaft  twice  in 
the  day.     No  form  of  prayer  ufed  in  common  with 
others,  can  poflibly  reach  the  peculiar  and  fecret 
occafions    of  any   particular    man  ;   befides,  every 
individual    ought  to  ferve   God  as  an  individual, 
as  wdl  as  every  kingdom  or  faniily,  for  he  hath  his 
own  peculiar  fins  to  confefs,  his  own  wants  to  peti- 
tion for,  and  his  own  bleifings,  which  no  one  (hares 
with  him,  to  return  thanks  for ;  and  is  therefore  un- 
der the  moft  indifpenilble  neceflity  (althgugh  he  con- 
ftantly  applies  to  God  in  publick  as  a  member  of 
fome  community  or  family)  of  alfo  ferving  God  in 
fecret,  as  a  fingle  ^man.     Six  times  in  the  day  did 
the  primitive  Chriftians  addrefs  themfelves  to  God 
by  prayer,  and  although  the  piety  and  devotion  of 
Chriftians  is  now  at  a  low  ebb,  yet  we  have  the 
fame  realbns  they  had  for  frequency  and  fervency  in 
prayer;  nay,  perhaps,    we  have  even  greater  and 
ftronger  reasons  than   they,    inafmuch  as   we  live 
under  the  unhappy  influence  of  worfe  examples  and 
cuftoms,  and  are  furroundcd  with  more  dangerous 
fcmptations. 

4  Prayer  for  a  young  per/on. 
• 

THE  ^nerny  of  my  foul,  O  my  God,  hath  planted 
innumerable  fnares  for  me  in  my  fortune,  in 
my  companions,  jn  my  perfon,  and  in  my  very  heart. 
How  fhail  I  efcape !  As  I  wade  further  into  life,  I 
do  but  plupge  deeper  into  trials.  How  (hall  I,  fo 
fall  of  frailty  and  folly,  fupport  or  direjft  mjfelf !  Bear 
me  up,  O  God  my  ftrength.  Guide  me,  O  infinite 
v/ifdom.    O  bleflcd  fpirit,  enter  thou  into  my  foul, 

before 
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befoie  it  becomes  too  vile,  and  too  polluted  for 
thy  refidence ;  there  enlighten  my  underftanding ; 
there  rule  with  a  ftrifk  hand  over  all  my  paffions  and 
defires,  particularly  tbofe  of  pride  and  incontinence, 
and  (b  powerfully  fubdue  me  to  thy  will,  that  the 
neceffity  of  a  woeful,  and  the  danger  of  an  ineffec- 
tual repentance  may  be  prevented,  through  Jcfus 
Chrift  my  Saviour.     Amen. 

A  Prayer  for  an  aged  perfon. 

OKing  of  heaven,  and  judge  of  all  the  world,  I 
who  am  now  drawing  towards  theclofe  of  a  long 
life,  and  muft  (bonly  appear  betbre  thee,  am  nttcr-^ 
)y  unable  to  account  for  the  time  Fhavc  mis-fpent,for 
the  health  and  wealth  I  have  abuled,  or  the  other 
trufts  and  talents  I  have  negledted  or  mifappliedl 
When  I  remember  thy  infinite  ^mpalfion  to  ray 
poor  Ibul,  and  frail  body,  pouring  in  upon  me  thro' 
my  aflfairs,  my  family,  ^nd  every  perfon  or  thing, 
that  had  any  relation  to  me,  by  unnumbered  bleffings^ 
and  by  (eafonable  and  tender  corrections  \  and  wboi 
I  compare  it  with  my  manifold  and  heinous  offences  \ 
I  know  not  which  to  be  moft  aftonifhed  at,  thy 
goodoeis,  or  nw  ingratitude.     What  gives  me  ftill 
further  caule  of'^  concern  and  apprehenfion,  is,  that 
1  find  myfelf  under  the  un|iappy  flavery  of  many 
bad  difpofitions  and  habits,  contradted  during  my 
long  (lay  in  this  filthy  body,    and  this  fedudng 
world.    Although  I  have  fully  experienced  the  va- 
nity and  vexation  of  this  life,  1  am  neverthdels 
unwilling  to  part  with  jt. 

I  am  both  unable  to  live,  an(l  afraid  to  die.  O 
boundlefs  Goodnefs,  look  with  mercy  on  me  in  this 
my  diftrefs.  As  it  was  with  a  kind  intention  to  re^ 
claim  and  fave  my  foul,  that  thy  Iong-fuf!eringgoodT 
nefs  prolonged  my  life  to  thefe  years,  {(^  I  truft  thou 
wilt  have  mercy  upon  me,  and  fliew  t^yfelf  graqou^ 
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to  mc  at  the  laft.  To  this  blefled  end  be  pleafcd* 
O  thou  lover  of  foul^,  by  ihy  lx)Iy  Spirit  to  pluck 
out  of  my  heart  every  root  of  fin,  to  cleanfe  my  im- 
pure and  worldly  afFcdtions,  to  knit  them  to  thee 
by  the  eternal  ties  of  love,  to  (lipport  me  under  the 
decays  of  nature,  to  fortify  me  againft  the  approaches 
of  death,  to  ftrengihen  my  faith,  and  comfort 
itiy  foul  when  thy  laft  awful  fummons  fhail  arrive, 
thai  1  thy  poor  fervant,  loathing  this  wretched  life, 
with  all  its  vanities,  and  eagerly  turning  all  my  de- 
li res  and  wifhes  towards  thee,  may  meet  thee  with 
joy  in  the  blefled  regions  of  eternal  peace.  Grant 
this,  O  our  tender  and  indulgent  Father,  for  the  fake 
of  Chrift  Jefus,  my  only  Advocate  and  Saviour. 
Amen. 

A  prayer  for  one  under  apprebenjions  about  bis  foulj 
or  in  religious  melancholy. 

TO  thee,  O  heavenly  King,  the  only  comfort  of 
fouls,  opprefled  with  troubles  like  mine,  I  fly 
for  relief  and  fuccour.  O  let  me  find  refuge  under 
thy  healing  wings,  from  the  guilt  and  fear  that  piu^- 
fue  my  foul.  All  thy  waves  and  ftorms  have  gone 
over  me,  and  the  fear  of  thee  hath  almoft  undone 
me.  WTien  I  look  back  at  my  paft  life,  I  can  fee 
nothing  but  fin  and  folly.  When  I  examine  my 
own  heart,  I  find  all  gloomy  within.  When  I  1og«; 
forward  at  death  and  eternity,  I  behold  a  profpe6fc 
unutterably  fliocking«  Pity  me,  O  my  God  ;  let  my 
mifery  move  thee  to  compaffion;  let  my  prayer 
enter  into  thy  prefence  ;  let  my  cry  come  up  before 
chee.  Who  can  bear  a  woiuided  fpirit  ?  O  de^ife 
not  my  broken  fpirit,  nor  my  contrite  heart.  O 
foriake  me  not,  left  I  perifli.  O  my  God  go  not  far 
from  me,  left  the  enemy  of  thy  glory,  and  my  poor 
afflidted  foul,  ftiould  tear  me  to  pieces,  when  there 
is  none  to  deliver  me. 
Vol.  IV.  Kx  Suffer 
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Suffer  me  not,  thou  inexhauftible  feuntam  of  all 
mercy,  to  fall  into  diftraftion  or  defpair  ;  but  fay 
unto  my  foul,  I  am  thy  falvation.  Give  ibme  Vight 
in  the  midft  of  this  my  darknefs,  and  pour  fomc 
hope  into  my  bitter  cup,  for  the  multitude  of  my 
ibrrows  have  overwhelnied  me,  and  are  like  a  fore 
burden,  too  heavy  for  me  to  bear.  Suftain  my  foul, 
O  my  God,  with  the  patience  (hewn  by  Job,  whca 
the  adver&ry  was  let  loofe  againft  him,  with  the  re- 
pentance and  piety  of  David  when  he  bewailed  his 
fms,  and  above  all,  with  the  refignation  and  meek-* 
nefe  of  thy  beloved  Son,  when  thy  difpleafure  at 
the  fins  of  the  whole  world  by  upon  him,  and  he 
fweated  blood  for  our  offences.  Qjmfort,  O  my 
God,  and  refrefh  the  foul  of  thy  fervant,  toffed  in 
a  ftorm  of  guilt  and  terror,  and  finking,  if  thou 
fave  not,  in  utter  de^ir.  So  ihall  my  foul  magnify 
the  myfteries  of  thy  goodnefs  with  a  tranfport  of 
joy  and  love,  as  great  as  my  prefent  miferies.  Grant 
thi%  O  God,  whofe  mercy  endureth  for  ever,  for 
Cbriil  Jefus  fake.     Amen, 

A  prayer  for  a  rich  man^  or  one  who  is  profperous 
in  his  worldly  affairs. 

O  Bountiful  Lord,  I  thank  and  praife  thee  for  the 
profperity,  with  which  thou  art  pleafed  to  blcfe 
me.  Caufe  me  to  know  that  the  plenty  which  I  am 
furrounded  with,  is  not  the  effedk  of  my  prudence  or 
care,  but  of  thy  fatherly  goodnefe  to  me,  and  ought 
therefore  to  be  received  with  a  finccre  fenfe  of  gra- 
titude. As  it  is  thy  free  ^ft,  and  not  the  reward 
of  any  defert  in  me,  fuffer  me  not  to  be  lifted  up ; 
but  piefisrve  me  ftill  meek  and  humble  in  the  midft 
of  all  my  worldly  abundance.  Let  not  my  ridies 
become  a  fnare  to  my  foul,  Idl  by  rpridc  or  avarice, 
or  intemperance,  J  ftiould  be  rendeied  iocapaUe  of 
entering  by  the  ftrait  gate  into  ctcmal  life.     I  know» 

blefled 
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bleiled  Lord,  that  I  am  but  the  fteward  of  this  wealth^ 
improperly  called  mine.  O  caufe  me  thankfully  to 
confider  how  highly  thou  haft  honoured  me  by  fo 
great  a  tmft,  and  to  have  always  before  my  eyes 
the  important  duty  I  am  charged  with,  that  in  the 
great  day  of  accounts  tby  church,  my  country,  my 
family,  and  the  poor  may  witnefs  for  me  that  I  was 
no  unfaithful  fteward.  If  thou  fend  not  thy  grace 
along  with  thefe  gifts,  they  will,  contrary  to  thy 
fatherly  intention,  turn  to  fo  many  curfes  and  judg- 
ments on  me.  Have  mercy  upon  me  therefore,  O 
my  heavenly  mafter,  and  fuffer  me  not  either  to 
wrap  up  in  a  napkin  thefe  talents,  committed  to  my 
charge,  nor  to  trade  on  them  for  thy  enemy,  and 
my  own.  Grant  this,  gracious  Lord,  for  Chrift  Jefus 
lake.     Amen. 

A  prayer  for  a  poor  man^  or  one  who  by  hffes  is  de* 
dining  in  bis  circumftances. 

THOU  haft  given,  and  thou  haft  taken  away^ 
bleffed  be  thy  name,0  my  God.  Suffer  me  not  to 
repine  at  thy  difpofing  of  thy  own,  as  feemeth  beft  to 
thy  unerring  wifdom.  What  I  had,  thou  gaveft  me, 
and  I  am  fenfible  it  is  by  my  folly,  or  for  my 
fins,  that  I  am  now  deprived  of  it.  Nay  when  I 
confider,  how  ill  I  am  qualified  to  be  thy  fteward, 
and  how  inclinable  to  make  a  bad  ufe  of  riches^  I 
cannot  but  acknowledge  thy  juftice,  and  admiire  diy 
mercy  in  confining  me  to  narrow  circumftances.  I 
have  even  now  more,  than  I  (hall  be  able  to'^ve  a 
good  account  of  to  thee  ^  and  greater  wealth  would 
be  but  a  fiiare  and  burthen  to  me.  Yet  I  confeft, 
O  my  God,  that  my  foolifh  heart  ftill  hankers  after 
the  world,  althou^  I  have  renounced  it,  with  all  its 
pomps  and  vanities,  in  my  baptifm.  Break  this 
cord,  O  my  God,  that  ties  nle  down  to  vain  and 
vexatious  things  here  below,  that  my  afifedions  may 
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rife,  and  fix  themfelvcs  on  thee,  and  the  better  things 
>ebove.  Make  me  every  way  moderate  in  my  de- 
fires  and  expenccs,  and  fo  blefe  my  honeft  labouis, 
that  I  may  have  wherewithal  to  fupply  the  neccfli- 
tics  of  myfelf,  and  thofe  who  depend  on  me.  Let 
it  not  difpleafe  thee,  that  I  pray  to  thee  for  daily 
bread  ^  and  if  for  the  amendment  of  thy  poor  fer- 
vant,  thou  (halt  deny  me  this,  O  teach  me  patience 
and  refignation,  and  the  grace  to  (ay  with  iincerity. 
Thy  will  be  done.  O  fandify  my  diftrefles  tome,  that 
I  may  (hare  the  portion  of  Lsuuirus  hereafter^  as  well 
as  here,  for  Chrift  Jefus'  fake.     Amen, 

For  a  buffing  on  the  meansy  made  ufe  of  for  the  recovery 
of  health. 

OBle(red  Lord,  who  hath  provided  medicines  for 
the  cure  of  our  diforders,as  well  as  food  for  our 
ordinary  fuftenance  j  we  know  neverthdefs,  that  it 
is  neither  by  natural  nor  human  means  alone  that 
man  liveth,  but  by  thy  word.  We  do  therefore, 
humbly  tmfting  in  thy  fatherly  providence^  raoft 
cameftly  befeech  thee  to  direft  all  thofe,  who  attend 
this  thy  afflidted  fervant,  to  fucb  means  and  mc- 
dicmes  as  may  contribute  effedtaally  to  the  recovery 
of  h)s  health.  Grant  this.  O  moft  compadionate 
God,  if  it  be  thy  blefled  will,  for  the  fake  of  Chrift 
Jefus  our  Saviour.     Amen. 

JVben  there  appears  fome  hope  of  recovery. 

BLESSED  be  thy  mercy,  O  thou  preferverof  mcn^ 
who  haft  already  fomewhat  lightened  the  di(brder 
of  this  thy  fervant,  and  bleffed  be  thy  holy  name  for  the 
comfortable  hope  of  his  recovery,  which  thou  haft 
afforded  to  him  and  us  all.  O  perfeft  this  thy  com- 
paiEon,  if  it  pleafc  thy  infinite  goodncfs,  in  the  re- 
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cftablifliment  of  his  former  foundnefe,  both  of  mind 
and  body.  So  fandtify  to  him,  as  well  thy  deliver- 
ance, as  corredtion,  that  he  may  fear  to  offend  here- 
after, left  a  worfe  thing  come  unto  him.  Caufe  him 
gratefully  to  dedicate  his  life  to  thy  fervice,  if  thou 
flialt  be  pleafed  a  fecond  time  to  beftow  it  on  him. 
Grant  this,  O  Father  of  mercies,  we  befeech  thee, 
for  the  fake  of  Chrift  Jefus,  thy  Son,  and  our  Savi- 
our.   Amen.    ' 

For  a  per/on  wbofe  ficknefs  is  tedious. 

BLESSED  Lord,  who  knoweft  that  we  are  but  duft, 
pity,  we  befeech  thee,  this  thy  fervant,  who  hath 
long  groaned  under  the  weight  of  thy  chaftifing 
hand.  Teach  him  patience  and  refignation  to  thy 
will  by  ferious  refleftions  on  thy  long-fiiffering  good- 
nefe  to  him  during  his  provoking  perfeverance  in  fin, 
and  by  a  fincere  acknowledgment,  that  this  his 
affliftion^  though  tedious  and  grievous,  is  but  a 
fmall  part  of  that  punilhment,  which  is  juftly  due 
to  his  offences.  But,  that  the  united  load,  both  of  his 
vilenefs  and  thy  difpleafure,  may  not  overwhelm 
and  force  him  from  the  anchor  of  his  falvation,  Ocaufe 
him  to  remember,  in  every  moment  of  his  trial,  that 
thou  art  full  of  compaflion,  that  thou  afflidteft  only 
to  fave,  and  that,  as  once  for  thy  well-beloved  Son, 
fo  now  for  hini,  thou  art  preparing  a  way  through 
tribulation  to  glory,  infinite  and  endlefs,  in  thy 
prefence,  where  there  is  fulnefs  of  joy  for  the 
true  penitent,  for  the  patient  fufferer,  and  for  the 
fun  who  be^  as  he  ought  to  do,  the  rebukes  of 
his  heavenly  Father.  Comfort  him,  O  Lord,  in  this 
his  decay  of  ftrength  and  refoiution.  Caufe  die 
light  of  th}r  countenance  to  (hine  upon  him  dirou^ 
this  long  ni^t  of  pain  and  fear.  Sweeten,  O  gra- 
cious Jefus,  fweeten,  we  befeech  thee,  by  the  con- 
folatioDS  of  thy  holy  fpjxit,  to  thy  p9or  4^P^e,  this 
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cup,  (b  exceedingly  bitter,  and  fo  like  thy  own.  Re- 
member, O  moft  compaflionate  Redeemer,  him 
whom  thou  haft  purchafed  with  thine  ineftimablc 
blood,  and  let  nothing  be  wanting  that  thou  feeft 
iicceflaiy  to  the  broken  heart  and  wounded  fpirit  of 
a  fervant,  cafting  up  his  mournful  eyes  to  thee,  his 
only  hope.     Amen. 

A  prayer  for  one   who   bath  been  a  grievous  Jinner. 

OGod  of  all  mercy,  this  thy  poor  tranfgreffing 
creature  acknowledges  himfelf  to  be  a  worm,  a 
monft^r,  and  no  man,  and  to  have  deferved  nothing  at 
thy  hand,  but  to  be  abandoned  henceforth  to  a  re- 
probate mind,  and  to  evcrlafting  (hame  and  mifciy, 
for  the  innumerable,  the  horrible  crimes  of  a  life, 
ftem  almoft  wholly  in  the  fervice  of  thy  enemy; 
for  his  having  obftinately  finned  againft  the  continual 
admonitions  of  thy  fpirit,  the  (harpnefs  of  thy  cor- 
redh'ons,  the  dread  of  thy  judgments,  the  fweetnels 
of  thy  indulgences,  the  clear  convi6tions  and  the 
loud  clamours  of  his  own  confcience!  In  this  de- 
plorable condition,  loaded  with  guilt,  and  hardened 
in  fin^  be  flies  to  thee,  againft  whom  he  hath  com- 
mitted all  his  offences,  not  only  for  mercy,  but  even 
for  (iiccour  againft  himfelf.  O  Lord,  remember  of 
what  he  is  made ;  remember  the  violence  and  fuh- 
tilty  of  thofe  temptations,  wherewith  he  hath  been 
aflaulted ;  remember  his  great  inability  to  refift  them  • 
remember  thy  long  fuf&ring  patience,  already  (hewn 
to. him,  rather  than  his  grofs  abufe  of  that  patience ; 
in  thy  infinite  n)ercy  remember  radier  his  weaknels, 
than  the  heinoufnefs  of  his  crimes.  O  Son  6f  God^ 
the  Redeemer  of  finners,  give  not  up  his  caufc,  for 
whom  thou  haft  died ;  but  powerfxiUy  plead  for  him, 
that  he  may  obtain  afliftance  and  mercy.  0  blefled 
comforter,  efFedluilly  fuccour  him,  whom  thou  haft 
fo  often  fuccoured,  left  -all  thy  pgft  afliftances,  and 

his 
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his  poor  fouJ,  (hould  perifii  tc^ether.  O  Father 
of  mercies,  whofe  mercy  is  over  all  thy  works  ;  O 
unbounded  goodne&  and  patience,  for  thy  tender 
mercy's  fake;  for  Chrift  Jefus'  fake,  have  mercy 
even  yet  on  this  of&pring  of  earth  and  afhes,  this 
work  of  thy  own  gracious  hands,  this  foul,  for 
which  thy  fen  hath  died.  Have  mercy  on  him,  O 
Lord,  and  create  him  anew.  Give  him  that  deep 
and  fmcere  repentance  for  all  his  paft  offences,  which 
thy  covenant  of  peace  requires.  This  fortify  with 
every  grace  neceflary  to  firmnefs  in  fo  weak  a  mind. 
But  left  his  foul  (hould  fink  into  defpair  through  a 
juft  fenfe  of  crimes,  fo  nearly  approaching  to  un-r 
pardonable,  O  bear  him  up  with  a  lively  faith  in 
thy  mercy,  through  the  all-fufficient  merits  of  Chrift 
Jefus,  his  advocate  and  Saviour.     Amen. 

A  form  of  tbankfgiving  which  may  he  ufed  by  him 
-    nvho  hath  been  reftored  to  health  after  a  grievous 
and  dangerous  diforder. 

OMoft  gracious  God,  for  thy  corredions,  which 
haveroufed  me^I  blefs  thee ;  for  thy  deliverances, 
which  have  eafed  my  troubled  heart,  I  blefs  thee. 
That  thou  ftill  regardeft  me  as  thy  child,  I  yet  feel 
by  thy  late.  affliclioDs,  and  comfortably  hope,  as  I 
did  not  in  the  lead  defpife  thy  chaftifements,  nor 
wholly  faint  when  \  waa  rebuked  of  thee,  th^t  I  am 
thy  child,  though  very  unworthy.  If  I  am  not  an 
outcaft  from  thy  providence,  it  is  entirely  owing  to 
thy  long-fuffering  -  patience,  and  the  grace  of  thy 
holy  fpirit.  And  now,  moft  compaffionatc  Lbrc^ 
trembling,  left  I  (hould  again  abufe  thy  goodnefs, 
in  a  fenfe  of  my  own  weaknefs .  almoft  equal  ta  my 
dread  of  death  lUnder  thy  rod,.  I  moft  eai^neftly  be- 
feech  thee,  never  to  leave  me  for  a  moment  hercaftof 
to  my  w^  and  unguarded  felf^  nor  to  this  (educing 
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world.  Afflid  me  again,  O  my  Father,  rather  than 
fuflfer  me  to  go  aftray  from  thee  any  more,  O  thoa 
prefervrr  of  fouls.  Hold  th  v  hand  continually  over  me. 
Keep  me  ever  mindful  or  thy  terrors,  and  thy  mer- 
cies, that  I  may  fear  to  offend  thee,  and  from  the 
depths  of  my  heart  gratefully  love  thee.  When  I 
compare  thy  mercies  with  my  fins,  I  am  overwhelmed 
with  wonder  at  thy  goodnefs  and  my  own  ingratitude. 
O  now,  gracious  God,  give  the  vidtory  to  love,  and 
^  caufe  it  to  mortify  in  me  all  that  is  unworthy  of  fuch 
unbounded  mercy.  O  clcanfe  thou  my  heart,  my 
God,  and  fill  it  with  the  love  of  thee.  Crown  all 
thy  other  mercies  with  this,  for,  without  it,  thou 
knoweft,  they  will  turn  to  jud^ents  on  my  guilty 
head.  Accept,  O  fountain  of  pity,  the  loud  thanks- 
givings of  my  heart,  as  thou  didfl:  the  cries  of  my 
late  diilrefs.  Accept  my  vows,  wherewith  I  now 
fblemnly  bind  my  foul  to  its  utmoft  endeavours  after 
a  life  more  acceptable  in  thy  fight.  Plead  for  me, 
O  blefled  Jefus,  that  I  may  obtain  ftrength.  Succour 
me,  O  comforter  of  fouls,  that  I  may  not  relapfe 
into  fin.  O  Father  of  mercies,  (hew  thyfelf  llill 
a  father  to  me,  for  the  fake  of  Chrift  Jefu%  thy  Son 
and  my  Saviour.     Amen. 

Scriptural  ejaculations^  to  be  ufed  by  perfans  in  Jick- 
nejsy  or  other  affliOions^  wherein  the  troubled  foul 
reprefents  its  frailties  and  miferiesy  and  implores 
the  divine  pity  and  affiftance. 

I  Acknowledge  my  faults,  and  my  fin  is  ever  be- 
fore me. 

Againit  thee  only,  O  Lord,  have  I  finned,  and  done 
this  evil  in  thy  fight. 

Behold,  I  was  (hapen  in  wickedneis,  and  in  fin 
hath  my  mother  conceived  me. 

My  wickednefles  are  gone  over  my  head,  and  are 
Uke  a  fore  burden,  too  heavy  for  me  to  bear. 

There 
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There  is  no  health  in  my  flcfli,  becaufe  of  thy 
difpleafure,  neirfier  is  there  any  reft  in  my  bones  by 
reaibn  of  my  fin. 

I  am  feeble,  and  fore  fmitten.  Ihave  roared  for 
the  very  difquietnefs  of  my  heart. 

My  heart  panteth,  my  ftrength  hath  failed  me, 
and  the  fight  of  mine  eyes  is  gone  from  me. 

My  fpirit  is  vexed  \vithin  me,  and  my  heart  with- 
in me  is  defolate. 

My  days  are  confumed  away  like  (moke ;  my 
heart  is  fmitten  down,  and  withered  like  gra(s. 

Turn  thee,  O  Lord,  and  deliver  my  foul  ;  O  favc 
me  for  thy  mercy's  fake. 

Hide  not  thy  face  from  me  in  the  time  of  trouble. 
Incline  thine  ears  to  me  when  I  call.  O  hear  me, 
and  that  right  foon. 

O  Lord,  rebuke  me  not  in  thine  indignation  ; 
neither  cbaften  me  in  thy  heavy  difpleafiire. 

Corredl  me,  but  with  judgment,  not  in  thine  anger, 
left  thou  bring  me  to  nothing. 

Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord,  for  I  am  weak. 

My  foul  alfo  is  fore  troubled  ;  but.  Lord,  how 
long  wilt  thou  puni(h  me  ? 

Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God,  after  thy  great 
goodnefs ;  according  to  the  multitude  of  thy  mercies 
do  away  mine  ofiences. 

Wa(h  me  thoroughly  from  mine  iniqurty,  and 
cleanfe  me  from  my  fin. 

Turn  thy  face  from  my  fins,  and  put  out  all  my 
mifdeed& 

Make  me  a  clean  heiut,  O  God,  and  renew  a 
right  fpirit  within  me.  ^ 

Caft  me  not  away  from  thy  prefence,  and  take 
not  thy  holy  fpirit  frojp  me.  - 

O  give  me  the  comfort,  of  thy  heli^.^^q,  and 
ftabliih  me  with  thy  free  fpirit. 

'    Hear 
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Hear  my  prayer,  O  Lord,  and  confider  my  de- 
fire*  Hearloen  unto  roe  ht  thy  truth  and  \ky  hgh- 
teoufneis  fake. 

Enter  not  intojudgni^nt  with  thy  fervant,  for  in 
thy  fight  (hall  no  mw  living  be  juftificd. 

Thy  facri£k:e  is  a  troubled  Tpirit.  A  broken  and  a 
contrite  heart,  OGod,  (halt  thou  not  defpifc. 

Lord,  thou  knowefl:  ali  ray  defire,  and  niy  groan- 
ing is  not  hid  from  thee. 

I  ftretch  forth  my  hands  unto  th.cc.  My  foul 
panteth  unto  thee,  as  a  thirfty  land. 

Hear  me,  O  Lord,  and  that  foon,  for  my  fpirit 
waxeth  faint.  Hide  not  thy  face  from  me,  left  i  be 
like  unto  them  that  go  down  into  the  pit. 

In  death  no  man  rememhereth  thee  *,  and  who  will 
give  thee  thanks  in  the  pit  ? 

Hafte  thee  to  help  me,  O  Lord  God  of  my  falvatbn. 

In  thee,  O Lord,  have  I  put  my  truft.  Thoulhaltan- 
fwer  for  me,  O  Lord  my  God. 

For  thou  art  a  place  to  hide  me  in.  Thou  (halt 
prefcrve  me  from  trouble.  Thou  (halt  compa(s  me 
ftbouc  with  (bngs  of  deliverance. 

Into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  fpirit,  for  thou  haft 
redeemed  me,  O  Lord,  thou  God  of  truth. 

A  general  prayer  to  be  ufed  with  and  for  tbefick^  parii- 
Cttlarfyjuib  as  are  not  wellinjlru^ed  in  ttf^  principles 
of  our  Holy  Religion. 

OMoft  juft  and  merciful  God,  a  God  of  ven* 
geanceonly  t&'fucb  as  continue  id  fin;  but  of 
inBnite  pity  and  tendernefs  to  all  thb(e/t?^o  turn 
from  th«irt-fite  in  si  dei»p  and  fmccre  repentance 
to  thec;  look  down  wiftT^iflt^fcy^  we  t^feech  thee^ 
on  this  .thy:  afflicted  ferirattts  whofe  body  is  loaded 
with  ficknfefs,  and  his  (bul  with  .trouble.  Lay  not, 
gracious  Lord,,  the  burthen  on  him  more  heavily, 
t^fiq  he  is  able  to  bear.     Whilft  thou  art  pleaied 

to 
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to  chaftife  with  thy  rod,  fupport  him  at  the  fame 
time  with  the  ftafF  of  thy  confolations.  Be  not 
extreme  to  mark  what  is  done  amifs,  for  who  may 
abide  it  ?  Enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  fervant^ 
who  is  but  earth  and  afhes ;  with  the  offspring  «f 
duft;  with  the  work  of  thy  own  gracious  hands; 
Suffer  not  the  angels  of  darknefs  to  triumph  in  his 
deflrudion  ;  but  rather  give  joy  to  thofe  of  h'ght  in 
the  converfion  and  falviition  of  this  finner.  As  we 
trufl,  he  repents  him  truly  of  all  his  former  ftns,  and 
by  a  lively  fjuth  throws  himfelf  entirely  on  thy  mercy 
and  the  merits  of  his  Redeemer,  fo  we  hope,  he 
ihews  himfelf  to  be  even  yet  thy  child;  O  flicw 
thyfelf  to  be  his  Father  in  mercifully  accepting  his 
repentance,  and  forgiving  his  fins.  O  blefTed  Jefus^ 
the  anchor  of  our  hope,  and  the  rock  of  our  ialva* 
tion,  who  came  down  from  heaven,  took  our  nature 
on  thee,  and  fufFered  poverty,  perfecution,  and  at 
length  the  miferable  death  of  .a  (lave,  for  our  re* 
demption  ;  arife  and  maintain  thy  right  to  this  fool, 
for  which  thou  hafl  laid  down  the  price  of  thy  own 
precious  blood ;  wafh  it  in  that  blood  from  guilt ; 
caufe  thy  interccfTions  to  be  heard  above  the  accufa- 
tions  of  its  enemy,  and  turn  away  the  juft  difplea- 
fure  of  thy  Father  from  it,  O  blefTed  Spirit,  the 
light  of  thofe  who  are  in  darknefs,  and  the  flrength 
of  the  weak,  come  fpeedily,  we  befeech  thee,  to  the 
afliflance  of  this  foul  in  its  great  diflrefs  and  weak- 
nefs.  Give  him  unfeigned  repentance  for  all  the 
fins  and  errors  of  his  life.  Confirm  his  faith ;  and 
fo  fandify  this  corredlion  to  him,  that,  joined  with 
his  tears,  and  the  blood  of  Chrill,  it  may  help  to 
purify  his  unclean  afFedions,  to  reftify  his  finful 
habits,  and  regenerate  his  whole  nature.  If,  mofl 
gracious  God,  thou  fhalt  be  pleafed  to  prolong  his 
Kfe  (which,  in  compaflion  to  the  unprepared  ftate  of 
his  foul,  and  to  the  fears  of  his  family,  we  humbly 
befeech  thee  to  grant)  grant  alfb,  for  thy  tender 
4  mercy's 
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mercy's  fake>  that  he  may  dedicate  it  entirely  to  diy 
fervice^  and  glory  \  or  if  it  fhould  be  thy  will  to  re- 
move him  hence  by  this  diibrder^  be  gracioufly 
p!ea(ed  to  wean  his  afieftions  from  all  the  peribns 
and  things  of  this  vain  world,  to  fix  them  wholly  on 
thyfelfy  and  to  comfort  htm,  in  his  laft  conflid,  with 
well-grounded  hopes  of  peace  at  the  laft ;  on  which 
awfuioccafion,  bfefled  Spirit,  mightily  comfort  and 
iiipport  him  under  a  deep  fenie  of  his  own  unwor- 
thmeis  %  blefled  Jefus,  powerfully  urge  the  merits  of 
thy  iufierings  for  him.  Bleiled  Father,  pity  thou 
die  extreme  anxieties  and  fears  of  thy  creature,  ho- 
nour thou  the  merits  and  interceflions  of  th)  (on, 
and  for  his  fake,  turn  thy  face  with  a  gracious  fmile  to 
him,  and  ipeak  peace  to  him  \  fb  {hall  his  tranf- 
ported  foul  lift  up  a  glad  voice,  and  mxii  a  fbng  of 
mfinite  joy,  of  gratitude,  and  love,  magnify  thee 
among  my  blefled  angels,  to  all  eternity.  This,  O 
moft  gracious  God,  we  moft  humbly  and  eamefUy 
befeech  thee  to  grant,  not  for  our  fakes,  who  are  utterly^ 
unworthy  to  be  heard  for  ourfelves,  but  for  the  fake 
of  Chrift  Jefiis,  thy  Son,  and  our  Saviour.    Amen. 
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HYMN 

T  O 

GO       D. 

I. 

TO  God,  yc  choir  above,  begin 
An  Hymn  fo  loud,  and  ftrong. 
That  all  the  univcrfe  may  hear. 
And  join  the  grateful  fong. 

n. 

Praife  him,  thou  fun,  who  dwell'ft  unfeen 

Amidft  eternal  light. 
Where  thy  refulgent  orb  would  fecm, 

A  fpot,  as  dark  as  night. 

in. 

Thou  filver  moon,  ye  hoft  of  ftais. 

The  univerfal  fong 
Through  the  ferene,  and  filent  night, 

To  lift'ning  worlds  prolong. 
IV. 
O  all  youdiftant  worlds,  and  funs 

From  whence  no  traveling  ray 
Hath,  yet,  to  us,  through  ages  paft. 

Had  time  to  make  its  way. 
V. 
Affift,  ye  raging  ftormis,  and  bear. 

Upon  your  wings  his  praife. 
From  North,  to  South,  from  Eaft,  to  Weft  j 

Through  heaven,  and  earthy  and  feas. 
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m. 

Exert  your  voice,  ye  furious  fires. 

That  rend  the  wat'ry  cloud ; 
And  thunder  to  this  nether  world. 

Your  Maker's  jM-atfe  aloud. 
VIL 
Ye  works  bf  God,  that  dweH  unknown 

Beneath  the  rolling  main ; 
Ye  birds,  that  fing  among  the  groves, 

Aid  fweep  the  azure  plain. 

vm 

Ye  Rately  hills,  that  rear  your  heads. 

And,  tow'ring,  pierce  the  (ky ; 
Ye  clouds,  that  with  an  awful  pace, 

Majeftic  roll  on  high. 
IX. 
Ye  infedbs  finall,  fer  which,  one  leaf 

Within  its  narrow  fides, 
A  vaft  extended  world  difplays. 

And  fpacious  reakns  provides. 
X. 
Ye  race,  ftili  lel^  than  thfei^  with  which. 

The  ftagnant  water  teems; 
To  which,  a  (ingle  drop,  tho'  (mall, 

A  boundlefe  ocean  (eeitis. 
XI. 
Whatever  yaa  art.  Where  e*er  ye  dwell. 

Ye  creatures  gftat,  or  flnatl. 
Adore  the  wifdom,  prai(e  the  power. 

That  made,  and  governs  all. 
Xft 
From  all  the  bbufidlefs  realms  bf  fpace. 

Let  loud  Hofannas  found  ; 
Loud  (end,  ye  wondrous  works  of  God, 

The  grate&l  <3bncert  round. 


Xm.  And, 


An  Ifynn  td  God.  €og 

XHI. 
And,  while  his  other  works,  aloud. 

His  power,  and  wifdom  fing, 
For  thefe,  and  for  his  mercies,  man. 

Do  thou  thine  incenfe  bring. 
XIV. 
To  fave  thee  from  the  dreadful  <[oom. 

Which  to  thy  fins  was  due. 
He  left  the  glorious  realms  of  light. 

And  to  thy  refcue  flew. 
XV. 
To  crown  thee  with  immortal  Wife, 

By  thy  own  hands  he  dies ; 
And  in  the  agony  of  death, 

For  thy  falvation  cries. 
XVI. 
For  this,  o*crwhehn'd  with  ftiame  and  grie^ 

Thy  fhocking  fins  bewail ; 
And  fing  the  wonders  of  his  love, 

Wrapt  in  a  flame  of  zeaL 

xvn. 

And,  O  my  foul !  to  fwell  the  ibng. 

What  thanks  (halt  thou  return  ? 
How  fliould  the  incenfe  of  an  heart 

So  fav'd,  fo  favoured  bum  ? 
XVIII. 
How  great,  how  matchleis  mufl  thefe  ^fts 

All  glorious  Maker !  be  ? 
That  flow  from  fuch  majeftic  hands, 

To  fuch  a  wretch  as  me  ? 
XDC. 
Yet,  fince  to  diee,  a  grateful  fong. 

My  foul  attempts  to  raile, 
Take,  good  and  gracious  Father,  take 

The  tribute  of  my  jtfaife! 
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XX 

Altho'  fo  far  beneath  thy  throne. 

So  far  beneath  thine  eye, 
Thefe  ftars  that  round  thy  footftool  fliinc. 

And  deck  this  nether  fky : 
XXL 
Tho*  farther  downward  ftill,  am  I, 

A  worm  on  earth  below  ; 
Yet,  thro*  the  clouds,  the  fkies,  the  ftars, 

My  fong  of  love  (hall  go. 
XXIL 
On  wings  of  gratitude,  and  love, 

My  praifes  (hall  afcend  ; 
While  boundlefs  mercy,  to  my  voice 

Thy  gracious  ear  (hall  bend. 
XXUI. 
•Twas  thou  that  caird  me  forth  from  nought ; 

*Twas  thou  didft  bid  me  be  ; 
That  gave  a  world  for  my  fupport ; 

All  glory  be  to  thee. 

XXIV. 
'Twas  thou  that  fufFer'd  in  my  ftead  ; 

*Twas  thou  that  made  me  free ; 
When  fin,  and  death  enflav'd  my  foul. 

All  glory  be  to  thee. 

XXV. 
When  forrows,  or  temptations  come. 

Thou  timely  bidft  me  flee. 
Or  giv*ft  me  ftrength  to  ftand  my  ground  i 

Ail  glory  be  to  mee. 

XXVJ. 
All  thefe  thy  general  bounties,  Lord ! 

Are  free  ^  as  light,  or  air ; 
Of  thefe,  with  all  thy  fons  in  Chrift, 

Tve  had  a  plenteous  (hare. 

XXVIL  A  long 
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xxvn. 

A  long  detail  of  debts  untold> 

To  fwell  the  lift  appear  ; 
Of  debts  peculiar  to  myfelf, 

Too  great  for  thanks  to  clear. 

xxvin. 

Through  dangers,  countlefe  as  the  fands, 

That  fpread  the  ocean's  (hore. 
Conduced  by  thy  hand  I  pafs'd, 

And  hope  to  pafs  through  more. 
XXIX 
When,  in  the  midft  of  woes,  and  fear^ 

I  pour'd  my  mournful  prayer  ; 
Thy  providential  pity  lent 

A  kind,  indulg^t  ear. 
XXX. 
When  profp'rous  fortune  fmooth'd  her  face, 

And  ipre^d  her  dangerous  wiles, 
And  tempted  my  unguarded  heart 

With  her  feducing  finiles ; 
XXXL 
•Twas  then  thy  wifdom  interfered, 

And  loudly  cry'd,  beware ! 
Behold  the  fting  of  fin,  and  death, 

That  lurks  beneath  her  (hare !  * 

XXXit 
Of  all  the  Chriftian  vin^ard,  I 

Enjoy  that  very  place 
On  which  fiiperior  brightnefs  breaks, 

Unck)uded,  from  thy  fate. 

xxxni. 

Here  double  portions  of  thy  light. 

With  purer  luftre  flow  ; 
BcMTionthc  foul,  awake  its  powers,       . 

And  bid  its  virtues  grow. 
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FOR 

PENITENTS. 

I. 

WHEN  backward  on  my  anions  paft 
I  turn  my  mournful  eyes. 
The  black  review  from  firft  to  la^ 
With  guilt  all  crowded  lies. 
II. 
When  on  the  time  to  come  I  pore» 

The  lowVing  profpeft  (hews 
A  dreadful  fea,  without  a  Ihore, 
A  fea  of  fears,  and  woes. 
III. 
Behold  ev'n  now  the  ftorm  begins. 

The  fwelling  billows  ri(e ; 
And,  gathering  fury  frotti  my  fins, 
And  from  the  angry  fkies, 
IV. 
Through  terrors  not  to  beexpreft 

My  troubled  foul  they  drive ; 
Of  hope,  of  comfort,  afad^of  reft. 
My  anxious  heart  deprive. 

Opprefs'd  with  fear,  by  hope  betray'd, 

*Tis  vain  to  ftand,  or  fly  ; 
For  life  unfit,  of  death  afraid, 

Imuft,  but  dare  not  die. 

Sbz  VI. 
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VI. 
From  God's  all-(eeing  eyes  to  hide^ 

Or  (creen  me  from  his  view, 
*Tis  vain  in  darknefs  to  confide ; 

He  looks  my  confcience  throogh* 
VIL 
If  at  the  center  of  the  globe 

I  make  my  fleeplefi  bed. 
And  draw  the  mountains  like  a  robe 

Around  my  guilty  head, 
VIII. 
Tran(parent  to  his  piercing  fight 

The  dark  and  fofid  mats, 
From  all  fides  drinks  the  confeious  light. 

To  him  the  rocks  are  glafs. 
IX. 
If  by  gay  company  I  try 

My  inward  pain  t*  aifuag^. 
Or  to  my  confcience  wine  apply. 

To  cooHts  burning  rage; 

Sufpended  for  a  time,  the  fire 

With  fiercer  fury  bums ; 
The  lafli  drawn  back,  and  rsus'd  the  higher. 

With  double  force  returns. 
XL 
If  to  phik>(bphy  I  run. 

My  confcience  to  appeafe ; 
By  thought,  alas!  I  am  undone; 

And  reafon'smy  difeafe. 
XIL 
Reafon  apart,  I  had  not  known 

Thefe  confcientioua  throws ; 
Yet  Rnfon,  for  its  wounds  alme 

No  cure^  no  balfam  knows. 


XnL  If 
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XIII, 
If  on  repentance  I  rely, 

Refolv'd  to  fin  no  more; 
This  no  atonement  can  fupply ; 
Nor  quit  my  former  fcorc. 
XIV. 
Thus  by  my  guilty  felf  undone. 

Tormented,  and  difmay*d. 
From  the  deceitful  world  I  run, 
Deferted  and  betrayed. 
XV. 
Well  nigh  diftradtcd  with  my  fears. 

And  almoft  wild  with  woe. 
To  cool,  or  cleanfc  my  foul,  my  tears. 
In  fruitlefs  torrents  flow. 
XVI. 
In  this  diftrefs,  to  thee  for  aid. 

My  Saviour,  I  repair; 
Thy  wounds  my  helplcfs  caufe  (hall  plead. 
And  hide  me  from  defpair. 
XVIL 
There,  bluffed  Jefus,  take  mc  in ; 

There  fafely  let  me  lye. 
•Till  thou  liaft  purged  my  foul  from  fin. 
And  vengeance  paflcs  by. 
XVIIL 
Thou  didft  not  for  the  righteous  Wl, 

Thou  Saviour  of  mankind. 
O  no;  it  was  for  me,  and  all 
Like  me,  corrupt,  and  blind, 
XIX. 
To  the  bright  beams  of  faith  in  thee, 

I  lift  my  weeping  eyes; 
My  wretched  ftatc  with  pity  fee. 
And  hear  from  Heav'n  my  crid 
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XX. 

Wafli  mc,  O  wafti  mc  in  that  tide 

Which  from  thy  wounds  did  flow. 
The  bolt  of  juftice  turn  afide ; 

And  (hield  me  from  its  bbw. 
XXK 
My  guilt  arrefts  my  timorous  prayer^ 

From  the  celeftial  throne  ; 
Be  thou  my  intcrceffor  there. 

And  for  that  guilt  atone. 
XXH. 
Then  may  God*s  juftice  be  appeased. 

And  room  for  mercy  given  ; 
My  foul  may  live,  and  God  be  prais*d» 

For  a  new  joy  in  heaven. 

xxtii. 

Methinks,  to  mitigate  the  laws. 

Through  faith  I  fee  thee  rife ; 
I  fee  damnation  in  my  caufe ; 

Salvation  in  thy  eyes. 

XXIV. 
I  hear  thee  plead  my  faith,  my  prayers. 

My  penitential  tears ; 
This  plea  alas!  proportion  bears. 

Nor  to  my  guilt,  nor  fears, 

XXV: 

But  this  imperfeA  plea  to  aid. 

Thy  wounds  I  fee  thee  (hew; 
Tbofe  wounds  that  formy  ranlbm  paid ' 

From  endlefs  chains  below. 
XXVI. 
This,  juftice  of  its  rage  difarms ; 

This,  mercy  fets  at  hirge ; 
This,  diffipates  my  black  alarms ; 

This,  confeience^  clears  thy  charger 
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XXVH. 
O  with  whatcxtafy,  what.bUfs! 

I  hear  the  loud  acclaim. 
Of  angels;  Who  adore  for  this* 

My  God,  thy^lorioujs  name* 
XXVIH. 
Since,  Heav'n,  my  foal,  vouchiafes  to  mafce 

Thy  happinefs  its  own. 
Since,  hallelujahs,  for  thy  fake^ 

Salute  th'  eternal  throne, 

XXIX. 

Re-e<;ho  to  the  world  below 

The  joyful  fong  of  lovej 
What  thpu  haft  felt,  let  Lnncrs  know. 

That  mercy  reigns  above. 

XXK- 

Xo  tranfport§,  O  my  God,  like  mine. 

No  words  can  give  a  drefe : 
Goodnefs  and  tenderaefs  like  thine. 

No  tranfport  can  exprefs* 

xjpa- 

Above  all  heights  tl^y  mercjes  (bar ; 

Beneath  all  depths  they  {Quad  9 
Thev  ^Tj^xfh  where  time  asKi  plaqe  no  moie 

Afibrd  or  end|  or  bound. 
XXXIl 
O  for  the  trumpet,  which  (halliliake 

The  ftill,  and  filent  tomb} 
And  all  mankind,  at  once»  awakC) 

To  an  eternal  doom  ! 

XXXIII. 
Through  this,  to  fuch  as  fleep  in  fin, 

I'd  roar  my  late  alarms ; 
Or  try  defpdking  {buls^to  win,  . 

By  founding  mercy^s  cWm& 

XXXIV. 
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XXXIV. 

And  as  the  higheft  {Htch  of  praife 

To  which  my  thanks  could  fly ; 
Its  very  loudeft  founds  i*d  raife. 

And  thus  tbofe  founds  apply  ; 
XXXV. 
Altho*  the  fins  that  prefs'd  my  head, 

Were  all  as  mountains  great  \ 
Cbuntlefs  as  duft,   as  foarlet  red. 

And  my  repentance  late, 
XXXVI. 
Yet  even  to  me,  when  hopes  were  paft, 

God*s  Holy  Spirit  fent 
Grace  to  return,  and  at  the  lift. 

Sincerely  to  repent. 

xxxvn.  ,j^i 

Although  my  Saviour's  laws  I  broke,  i^igjSl 

And  on  his  precepts  trod. 
His  blood  redeemed  me  from  the  ftroke 

Of  an  avenging  God. 

XXXVIII. 
Juftice  aton'd^  the  Father  gave 

Sweet  mercy  leave  to  reign. 
From  faeti  he  fnatch'd  me,  and  the  graye» 

While  fiends  accus'd  in  vain. 
XXXIX. 
Hofanna  to  the  Trinity, 

Whofc  glory,  as  of  old,    • 
So  ever  loudly  let  it  be 

By  men  and  angels  told. 


The  End  of  V  O  L.  IV. 


